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This article is about the British Broadcasting Corporation. For the limited company 
operating between 1922 and 1926 also abbreviated BBC, see British Broadcasting 


Company. 


"The BBC" redirects here. For other uses, see BBC (disambiguation). 
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Logo used since 4 October 1997. 
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The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) is a British public service broadcaster. 
Its headquarters are at Broadcasting House in Westminster, London, and it is the world's 
oldest national broadcasting organisation® and the largest broadcaster in the world by 
number of employees.” It employs over 22,000 staff in total, more than 16,000 of whom 
are in public sector broadcasting." The total number of staff is 35,402 when part- 
time, flexible, and fixed-contract staff are included. 


The BBC is established under a Royal Charter"? and operates under its Agreement with 
the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport."" Its work is funded 
principally by an annual television licence fee"?! which is charged to all British 
households, companies, and organisations using any type of equipment to receive or 
record live television broadcasts and iPlayer catch-up." The fee is set by the British 
Government, agreed by Parliament,"” and used to fund the BBC's radio, TV, and online 
services covering the nations and regions of the UK. Since 1 April 2014, it has also 
funded the BBC World Service (launched in 1932 as the BBC Empire Service), which 
broadcasts in 28 languages and provides comprehensive TV, radio, and online services 
in Arabic and Persian. 


Around a quarter of BBC's revenue comes from its commercial subsidiary BBC 

Studios (formerly BBC Worldwide), which sells BBC programmes and services 
internationally and also distributes the BBC's international 24-hour English-language 
news services BBC World News, and from BBC.com, provided by BBC Global News Ltd. 
In 2009, the company was awarded the Queen's Award for Enterprise in recognition of 
its international achievements." 


From its inception, through the Second World War (where its broadcasts helped to unite 
the nation), to the 21st century, the BBC has played a prominent role in British life and 


culture."® It is also known colloquially as "The Beeb", "Auntie", or a combination of both 
(as "Auntie Beeb" or "Auntie B").2728 


History 
Further information: Timeline of the BBC 


The birth of British broadcasting, 1920 to 1922 


Britain's first live public broadcast was made from the factory of Marconi's Wireless 
Telegraph Company in Chelmsford in June 1920. It was sponsored by the Daily 

Mails Lord Northcliffe and featured the famous Australian soprano Dame Nellie Melba. 
The Melba broadcast caught the people's imagination and marked a turning point in the 
British public's attitude to radio.“ However, this public enthusiasm was not shared in 
official circles where such broadcasts were held to interfere with important military and 
civil communications. By late 1920, pressure from these quarters and uneasiness 
among the staff of the licensing authority, the General Post Office (GPO), was sufficient 
to lead to a ban on further Chelmsford broadcasts. 


But by 1922, the GPO had received nearly 100 broadcast licence requests22 and moved 
to rescind its ban in the wake of a petition by 63 wireless societies with over 3,000 
members. Anxious to avoid the same chaotic expansion experienced in the United 
States, the GPO proposed that it would issue a single broadcasting licence to a company 
jointly owned by a consortium of leading wireless receiver manufactures, to be known 
as the British Broadcasting Company Ltd. John Reith, a Scottish Calvinist, was appointed 
its General Manager in December 1922 a few weeks after the company made its first 
official broadcast.22! L. Stanton Jefferies was its first Director of Music.“ The company 
was to be financed by a royalty on the sale of BBC wireless receiving sets from 
approved domestic manufacturers.22 To this day, the BBC aims to follow the Reithian 
directive to "inform, educate and entertain".24 


From private company towards public service 
corporation, 1923 to 1926 


The financial arrangements soon proved inadequate. Set sales were disappointing as 
amateurs made their own receivers and listeners bought rival unlicensed sets.24 By mid- 
1923, discussions between the GPO and the BBC had become deadlocked and the 
Postmaster-General commissioned a review of broadcasting by the Sykes Committee. 
The Committee recommended a short term reorganisation of licence fees with improved 
enforcement in order to address the BBC's immediate financial distress, and an 
increased share of the licence revenue split between it and the GPO. This was to be 
followed by a simple 10 shillings licence fee with no royalty once the wireless 
manufactures protection expired. The BBC's broadcasting monopoly was made explicit 
for the duration of its current broadcast licence, as was the prohibition on advertising. 
The BBC was also banned from presenting news bulletins before 19:00 and was required 
to source all news from external wire services. 


Mid-1925 found the future of broadcasting under further consideration, this time by the 
Crawford committee. By now, the BBC, under Reith's leadership, had forged a 
consensus favouring a continuation of the unified (monopoly) broadcasting service, but 
more money was still required to finance rapid expansion. Wireless manufacturers were 
anxious to exit the loss making consortium with Reith keen that the BBC be seen as a 


public service rather than a commercial enterprise. The recommendations of the 
Crawford Committee were published in March the following year and were still under 
consideration by the GPO when the 1926 general strike broke out in May. The strike 
temporarily interrupted newspaper production, and with restrictions on news bulletins 
waived, the BBC suddenly became the primary source of news for the duration of the 
crisis. 28 


The crisis placed the BBC in a delicate position. On one hand Reith was acutely aware 
that the government might exercise its right to commandeer the BBC at any time as a 
mouthpiece of the government if the BBC were to step out of line, but on the other he 
was anxious to maintain public trust by appearing to be acting independently. The 
government was divided on how to handle the BBC but ended up trusting Reith, whose 
opposition to the strike mirrored the PM's own. Thus the BBC was granted sufficient 
leeway to pursue the government's objectives largely in a manner of its own choosing. 
The resulting coverage of both striker and government viewpoints impressed millions of 
listeners who were unaware that the PM had broadcast to the nation from Reith's home, 
using one of Reith's sound bites inserted at the last moment, or that the BBC had 
banned broadcasts from the Labour Party and delayed a peace appeal by 

the Archbishop of Canterbury. Supporters of the strike nicknamed the BBC the BFC for 
British Falsehood Company. Reith personally announced the end of the strike which he 
marked by reciting from Blake's "Jerusalem" signifying that England had been saved.22 


While the BBC tends to characterise its coverage of the general strike by emphasising 
the positive impression created by its balanced coverage of the views of government 
and strikers, Jean Seaton, Professor of Media History and the Official BBC Historian, has 
characterised the episode as the invention of "modern propaganda in its British form". 
281 Reith argued that trust gained by ‘authentic impartial news' could then be used. 
Impartial news was not necessarily an end in itself. 2 


The BBC did well out of the crisis, which cemented a national audience for its 
broadcasting, and it was followed by the Government's acceptance of the 
recommendation made by the Crawford Committee (1925-26) that the British 
Broadcasting Company be replaced by a non-commercial, Crown-chartered 
organisation: the British Broadcasting Corporation. 


1927 to 1939 


Masthead from the edition of 25 December 1931 of the Radio Times, including the BBC motto 
"Nation shall speak peace unto Nation" 
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Television pioneer John Logie Baird (Seen here in 1917) televised the BBC's first drama, The Man 
with the Flower in His Mouth, on 14 July 1930, and the first live outside broadcast, The Derby, on 
2 June 1931.2422 


The British Broadcasting Corporation came into existence on 1 January 1927, and Reith 
- newly knighted - was appointed its first Director General. To represent its purpose and 
(stated) values, the new corporation adopted the coat of arms, including the motto 
"Nation shall speak peace unto Nation".22 


British radio audiences had little choice apart from the upscale programming of the 
BBC. Reith, an intensely moralistic executive, was in full charge. His goal was to 
broadcast "All that is best in every department of human knowledge, endeavour and 
achievement.... The preservation of a high moral tone is obviously of paramount 
importance."24 Reith succeeded in building a high wall against an American-style free- 
for-all in radio in which the goal was to attract the largest audiences and thereby secure 
the greatest advertising revenue. There was no paid advertising on the BBC; all the 
revenue came from a tax on receiving sets. Highbrow audiences, however, greatly 
enjoyed it.22 At a time when American, Australian and Canadian stations were drawing 
huge audiences cheering for their local teams with the broadcast of baseball, rugby and 
hockey, the BBC emphasized service for a national, rather than a regional audience. 
Boat races were well covered along with tennis and horse racing, but the BBC was 
reluctant to spend its severely limited air time on long football or cricket games, 
regardless of their popularity.24 


The BBC's radio studio in Birmingham, from the BBC Hand Book 1928, which described it as 


"Europe's largest studio". 


John Reith and the BBC, with support from the Crown, determined the universal needs 
of the people of Britain and broadcast content according to these perceived standards. 
871 Reith effectively censored anything that he felt would be harmful, directly or 
indirectly.22 While recounting his time with the BBC in 1935, Raymond Postgate claims 
that BBC broadcasters were made to submit a draft of their potential broadcast for 
approval. It was expected that they tailored their content to accommodate the modest, 
church-going elderly or a member of the Clergy.“2 Until 1928, entertainers broadcasting 
on the BBC, both singers and "talkers" were expected to avoid biblical quotations, 
Clerical impersonations and references, references to drink or Prohibition in America, 
vulgar and doubtful matter and political allusions.22 The BBC excluded popular foreign 
music and musicians from its broadcasts, while promoting British alternatives.“ On 5 
March 1928, Stanley Baldwin, the Prime Minister, maintained the censorship of editorial 
opinions on public policy, but allowed the BBC to address matters of religious, political 
or industrial controversy.“ The resulting political "talk series", designed to inform 
England on political issues, were criticized by Members of Parliament, including Winston 
Churchill, David Lloyd George and Sir Austen Chamberlain. Those who opposed these 
chats claimed that they silence the opinions of those in Parliament who are not 
nominated by Party Leaders or Party Whips, thus stifling independent, non-official views. 
“1 |In October 1932, the policemen of the Metropolitan Police Federation marched in 
protest of a proposed pay cut. Fearing dissent within the police force and public support 
for the movement, the BBC censored its coverage of the events, only broadcasting 
official statements from the government.“ 


Throughout the 1930s, political broadcasts had been closely monitored by the BBC.“ In 
1935, the BBC censored the broadcasts of Oswald Mosley and Harry Pollitt.“ Mosley 
was a leader of the British Union of Fascists, and Pollitt a leader of the Communist Party 
of Great Britain. They had been contracted to provide a series of five broadcasts on 
their party's politics. The BBC, in conjunction with The Foreign Office of Britain, first 
suspended this series and ultimately cancelled it without the notice of the public.44 

“u Lass radical politicians faced similar censorship. In 1938, Winston Churchill proposed 
a series of talks regarding British domestic and foreign politics and affairs but was 
similarly censored.“2 The censorship of political discourse by the BBC was a precursor to 
the total shutdown of political debate that manifested over the BBC's wartime airwaves. 
421 The Foreign Office maintained that the public should not be aware of their role in the 
censorship.“4 From 1935 to 1939, the BBC also attempted to unite the British Empire's 
radio waves, sending staff 

to Egypt, Palestine, Newfoundland, Jamaica, India, Canada and South Africa.“ Reith 
personally visited South Africa, lobbying for state run radio programs which was 
accepted by South African Parliament in 1936.2! A similar program was adopted in 
Canada. Through collaboration with these state run broadcasting centers, Reith left a 
legacy of cultural influence across the empire of Great Britain with his departure from 
the Corporation in 1938.41 


BBC versus other media 


King George V giving the 1934 Royal Christmas Message on BBC Radio. The annual message 
typically chronicles the year's major events. 


The success of broadcasting provoked animosities between the BBC and well 
established media such as theatres, concert halls and the recording industry. By 1929, 
the BBC complained that the agents of many comedians refused to sign contracts for 
broadcasting, because they feared it harmed the artist "by making his material stale" 
and that it "reduces the value of the artist as a visible music-hall performer". On the 
other hand, the BBC was "keenly interested" in a cooperation with the recording 
companies who "in recent years ... have not been slow to make records of singers, 
orchestras, dance bands, etc. who have already proved their power to achieve 
popularity by wireless." Radio plays were so popular that the BBC had received 6,000 
manuscripts by 1929, most of them written for stage and of little value for broadcasting: 
"Day in and day out, manuscripts come in, and nearly all go out again through the post, 
with a note saying 'We regret, etc.'"“! In the 1930s music broadcasts also enjoyed great 
popularity, for example the friendly and wide-ranging organ broadcasts at St George's 
Hall, Langham Place, by Reginald Foort, who held the official role of BBC Staff Theatre 
Organist from 1936 to 1938; Foort continued to work for the BBC as a freelance into the 
1940s and enjoyed a nationwide following. 


Experimental television broadcasts were started in 1930, using an electromechanical 
30-line system developed by John Logie Baird. Limited regular broadcasts using this 
system began in 1934, and an expanded service (now named the BBC Television 
Service) started from Alexandra Palace in 1936, alternating between an improved Baird 
mechanical 240 line system and the all electronic 405 line Marconi-EMI system. The 
superiority of the electronic system saw the mechanical system dropped early the 
following year. 


1939 to 2001 
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Statue of George Orwell outside Broadcasting House, headquarters of the BBC. A defence of free 
speech in an open society, the wall behind the statue is inscribed with the words "If liberty means 
anything at all, it means the right to tell people what they do not want to hear”, words 

from George Orwell's proposed preface to Animal Farm.“ 


Television broadcasting was suspended from 1 September 1939 to 7 June 1946, during 
the Second World War, and it was left to BBC Radio broadcasters such as Reginald 
Foort to keep the nation's spirits up. The BBC moved much of its radio operations out of 
London, initially to Bristol, and then to Bedford. Concerts were broadcast from the Corn 
Exchange; the Trinity Chapel in St Paul's Church, Bedford was the studio for the daily 
service from 1941 to 1945, and, in the darkest days of the war in 1941, the Archbishops 
of Canterbury and York came to St Paul's to broadcast to the UK and all parts of the 
world on the National Day of Prayer. BBC employees during the war included George 
Orwell who spent two years with the broadcaster.4# 


During his role as Prime Minister during the Second World War, Winston Churchill would 
deliver 33 major wartime speeches by radio, all of which were carried by the BBC within 
the UK.“ On 18 June 1940, French general Charles de Gaulle, in exile in London as the 
leader of the Free French, made a speech, broadcast by the BBC, urging the French 
people not to capitulate to the Nazis.“2 


In 1938, John Reith and the British government, specifically the Ministry of 

Information which had been set up for WWII, designed a censorship apparatus for the 
inevitability of war.“ Due to the BBC's advancements in shortwave radio technology, 
the Corporation could broadcast across the world during World War II.22 Within Europe, 
the BBC European Service would gather intelligence and information regarding the 
current events of the war in English.“ Regional BBC workers, based on their regional 
geo-political climate, would then further censor the material their broadcasts would 
cover. Nothing was to be added outside of the preordained news items.454 For 
example, the BBC Polish Service was heavily censored due to fears of jeopardizing 
relations with the Soviet Union. Controversial topics, i.e. the contested Polish and Soviet 
border, the deportation of Polish citizens, the arrests of Polish Home Army members and 


the Katyn massacre, were not included in Polish broadcasts. American radio 
broadcasts were broadcast across Europe on BBC channels. This material also passed 
through the BBC's censorship office, which surveilled and edited American coverage of 
British affairs. By 1940, across all BBC broadcasts, music by composers from enemy 
nations was censored. In total, 99 German, 38 Austrian and 38 Italian composers were 
censored. The BBC argued that like the Italian or German languages, listeners would be 
irritated by the inclusion of enemy composers. Any potential broadcaster said to 

have pacifist, communist or fascist ideologies were not allowed on the BBC's airwaves. 


There was a widely reported urban myth that, upon resumption of the BBC television 
service after the war, announcer Leslie Mitchell started by saying, "As | was saying 
before we were so rudely interrupted ..." In fact, the first person to appear when 
transmission resumed was Jasmine Bligh and the words said were "Good afternoon, 
everybody. How are you? Do you remember me, Jasmine Bligh ... ?"52 The European 
Broadcasting Union was formed on 12 February 1950, in Torquay with the BBC among 
the 23 founding broadcasting organisations.= 


Competition to the BBC was introduced in 1955, with the commercial and independently 
operated television network of ITV. However, the BBC monopoly on radio services would 
persist until 8 October 1973 when under the control of the newly renamed Independent 
Broadcasting Authority (IBA), the UK's first Independent local radio station, LBC came 
on-air in the London area. As a result of the Pilkington Committee report of 1962, in 
which the BBC was praised for the quality and range of its output, and ITV was very 
heavily criticised for not providing enough quality programming,™ the decision was 
taken to award the BBC a second television channel, BBC2, in 1964, renaming the 
existing service BBC1. BBC2 used the higher resolution 625 line standard which had 
been standardised across Europe. BBC2 was broadcast in colour from 1 July 1967, and 
was joined by BBC1 and ITV on 15 November 1969. The 405 line VHF transmissions of 
BBC1 (and ITV) were continued for compatibility with older television receivers until 
1985. 


BBC Television Centre at White City, West London, which opened in 1960 and closed in 2013. 


Starting in 1964, a series of pirate radio stations (starting with Radio Caroline) came on 
the air and forced the British government finally to regulate radio services to permit 
nationally based advertising-financed services. In response, the BBC reorganised and 
renamed their radio channels. On 30 September 1967, the Light Programme was split 
into Radio 1 offering continuous "Popular" music and Radio 2 more "Easy Listening". 

53 The "Third" programme became Radio 3 offering classical music and cultural 
programming. The Home Service became Radio 4 offering news, and non-musical 
content such as quiz shows, readings, dramas and plays. As well as the four national 
channels, a series of local BBC radio stations were established in 1967, including Radio 
London. In 1969, the BBC Enterprises department was formed to exploit BBC brands 


and programmes for commercial spin-off products. In 1979, it became a wholly owned 
limited company, BBC Enterprises Ltd. 


In 1974, the BBC's teletext service, Ceefax, was introduced, created initially to provide 
subtitling, but developed into a news and information service. In 1978, BBC staff went 
on strike just before the Christmas of that year, thus blocking out the transmission of 
both channels and amalgamating all four radio stations into one.‘ Since the 
deregulation of the UK television and radio market in the 1980s, the BBC has faced 
increased competition from the commercial sector (and from the advertiser-funded 
public service broadcaster Channel 4), especially on satellite television, cable television, 
and digital television services. In the late 1980s, the BBC began a process 

of divestment by spinning off and selling parts of its organisation. In 1988, it sold off 
the Hulton Press Library, a photographic archive which had been acquired from 

the Picture Post magazine by the BBC in 1957. The archive was sold to Brian Deutsch 
and is now owned by Getty Images.'*! During the 1990s, this process continued with the 
separation of certain operational arms of the corporation into autonomous but wholly 
owned subsidiaries of the BBC, with the aim of generating additional revenue for 
programme-making. BBC Enterprises was reorganised and relaunched in 1995, as BBC 
Worldwide Ltd.“ In 1998, BBC studios, outside broadcasts, post production, design, 
costumes and wigs were spun off into BBC Resources Ltd.™! 


The BBC Research Department has played a major part in the development of 
broadcasting and recording techniques. The BBC was also responsible for the 
development of the NICAM stereo standard. In recent decades, a number of additional 
channels and radio stations have been launched: Radio 5 was launched in 1990, as a 
sports and educational station, but was replaced in 1994, with Radio 5 Live to become a 
live radio station, following the success of the Radio 4 service to cover the 1991 Gulf 
War. The new station would be a news and sport station. In 1997, BBC News 24, a 
rolling news channel, launched on digital television services and the following year, BBC 
Choice launched as the third general entertainment channel from the BBC. The BBC also 
purchased The Parliamentary Channel, which was renamed BBC Parliament. In 

1999, BBC Knowledge launched as a multi media channel, with services available on the 
newly launched BBC Text digital teletext service, and on BBC Online. The channel had 
an educational aim, which was modified later on in its life to offer documentaries. 


2000 to 2011 


In 2002, several television and radio channels were reorganised. BBC Knowledge was 
replaced by BBC Four and became the BBC's arts and documentaries channel. CBBC, 
which had been a programming strand as Children's BBC since 1985, was split into 
CBBC and CBeebies, for younger children, with both new services getting a digital 
channel: the CBBC Channel and CBeebies Channel. In addition to the television 
channels, new digital radio stations were created: 1Xtra, 6 Music and BBC7. BBC 
1Xtra was a sister station to Radio 1 and specialised in modern black music, BBC 6 
Music specialised in alternative music genres and BBC7 specialised in archive, speech 
and children's programming. 


England fans in Manchester during a 2006 FIFA World Cup game shown on the BBC Big Screen 


The following few years resulted in repositioning of some of the channels to conform to 
a larger brand: in 2003, BBC Choice was replaced by BBC Three, with programming for 
younger generations and shocking real life documentaries, BBC News 24 became 

the BBC News Channel in 2008, and BBC Radio 7 became BBC Radio 4 Extra in 2011, 
with new programmes to supplement those broadcast on Radio 4. In 2008, another 
channel was launched, BBC Alba, a Scottish Gaelic service. 


During this decade, the corporation began to sell off a number of its operational 
divisions to private owners; BBC Broadcast was spun off as a separate company in 
2002,' and in 2005. it was sold off to Australian-based Macquarie Capital Alliance 
Group and Macquarie Bank Limited and rebranded Red Bee Media. The 

BBC's IT, telephony and broadcast technology were brought together as BBC 
Technology Ltd in 2001, and the division was later sold to the German 

company Siemens IT Solutions and Services (SIS). SIS was subsequently acquired from 
Siemens by the French company Atos.'! Further divestments included BBC Books (sold 
to Random House in 2006); BBC Outside Broadcasts Ltd (sold in 2008. to Satellite 
Information Services); Costumes and Wigs (stock sold in 2008 to Angels The 
Costumiers);2 and BBC Magazines (sold to Immediate Media Company in 2011). After 
the sales of OBs and costumes, the remainder of BBC Resources was reorganised 

as BBC Studios and Post Production, which continues today as a wholly owned 
subsidiary of the BBC. 


The 2004 Hutton Inquiry and the subsequent Report raised questions about the BBC's 
journalistic standards and its impartiality. This led to resignations of senior management 
members at the time including the then Director General, Greg Dyke. In January 2007, 
the BBC released minutes of the board meeting which led to Greg Dyke's resignation. 


Unlike the other departments of the BBC, the BBC World Service was funded by 

the Foreign and Commonwealth Office. The Foreign and Commonwealth Office, more 
commonly known as the Foreign Office or the FCO, is the British government 
department responsible for promoting the interests of the United Kingdom abroad. 


BBC Pacific Quay in Glasgow, which was opened in 2007. 


In 2006, BBC HD launched as an experimental service, and became official in December 
2007. The channel broadcast HD simulcasts of programmes on BBC One, BBC Two, BBC 
Three and BBC Four as well as repeats of some older programmes in HD. In 2010, an HD 
simulcast of BBC One launched: BBC One HD. The channel uses HD versions of BBC 
One's schedule and uses upscaled versions of programmes not currently produced in 
HD. The BBC HD channel closed in March 2013 and was replaced by BBC2 HD in the 
same month. 


On 18 October 2007, BBC Director General Mark Thompson announced a controversial 
plan to make major cuts and reduce the size of the BBC as an organisation. The plans 
included a reduction in posts of 2,500; including 1,800 redundancies, consolidating 
news operations, reducing programming output by 10% and selling off the 

flagship Television Centre building in London. These plans have been fiercely opposed 
by unions, who have threatened a series of strikes; however, the BBC have stated that 
the cuts are essential to move the organisation forward and concentrate on increasing 
the quality of programming. 


On 20 October 2010, the Chancellor of the Exchequer George Osborne announced that 
the television licence fee would be frozen at its current level until the end of the current 
charter in 2016. The same announcement revealed that the BBC would take on the full 
cost of running the BBC World Service and the BBC Monitoring service from the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office, and partially finance the Welsh broadcaster S4C.! 


2011 to present 
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BBC New Broadcasting House, London which came into use during 2012-13 


Further cuts were announced on 6 October 2011, so the BBC could reach a total 
reduction in their budget of 20%, following the licence fee freeze in October 2010, 
which included cutting staff by 2,000 and sending a further 1,000 to 

the MediaCityUK development in Salford, with BBC Three moving online only in 2016, 
the sharing of more programmes between stations and channels, sharing of radio news 
bulletins, more repeats in schedules, including the whole of BBC Two daytime and for 
some original programming to be reduced. BBC HD was closed on 26 March 2013, and 
replaced with an HD simulcast of BBC Two; however, flagship programmes, other 
channels and full funding for CBBC and CBeebies would be retained. zarar Numerous 


BBC facilities have been sold off, including New Broadcasting House on Oxford Road in 
Manchester. Many major departments have been relocated to Broadcasting 

House and MediaCityUK, particularly since the closure of BBC Television Centre in March 
2013.2 On 16 February 2016, the BBC Three television service was discontinued and 
replaced by a digital outlet under the same name, targeting its young adult audience 
with web series and other content. lsu) 


Under the new royal charter instituted 2017, the corporation must publish an annual 
report to Ofcom, outlining its plans and public service obligations for the next year. In its 
2017-18 report, released July 2017, the BBC announced plans to "re-invent" its output 
to better compete against commercial streaming services such as Netflix. These plans 
included increasing the diversity of its content on television and radio, a major increase 
in investments towards digital children's content, and plans to make larger investments 
in other nations of the United Kingdom besides England to "rise to the challenge of 
better reflecting and representing a changing UK. "sua 


Governance and corporate structure 


The BBC is a statutory corporation, independent from direct government intervention, 
with its activities being overseen from April 2017 by the BBC Board and regulated 
by Ofcom. The Chairman is Sir David Clementi.®4 


Charter 


The BBC operates under a Royal Charter. The current Charter came into effect on 1 
January 2017 and runs until 31 December 2026.1 The 2017 charter abolished the BBC 
Trust and replaced it with external regulation by Ofcom, with governance by the BBC 
Board. 


Under the Royal Charter, the BBC must obtain a licence from the Home Secretary. 
e3 This licence is accompanied by an agreement which sets the terms and conditions 
under which the BBC is allowed to broadcast. 


BBC Board 
Main article: BBC Board 


The BBC Board was formed in April 2017. It replaced the previous governing body, 

the BBC Trust, which in itself had replaced the Board of Governors in 2007. The Board 
sets the strategy for the corporation, assesses the performance of the BBC Executive 
Board in delivering the BBC's services, and appoints the Director-General. Regulation of 
the BBC is now the responsibility of Ofcom. The Board consists of the following 
members, 21841 


Name Position 


Sir David Clementi Chairman 


Tony Hall Director-General of the BBC 


Sir Nicholas Serota 


Simon Burke 


Baroness Tanni Grey-Thompson 


lan Hargreaves 


Tom Ilube 


Shirley Garrood 


Steve Morrison 


Dr Ashley Steel 


Dame Elan Closs Stephens 


Tim Davie 


Ken MacQuarrie 


Francesca Unsworth 


To be appointed by the Northern Ireland 


Executive! 


Executive Committee 


. John Reith 1927-1938 


Senior Independent Director 


Non-executive Director 


Non-executive Director 


Non-executive Director 


Non-executive Director 


Non-executive Director 


Member for Scotland 


Member for England 


Member for Wales 


CEO, BBC Studios 


Director, Nations and Regions 


Director, News and Current 
Affairs 


Member for Northern Ireland 


e Frederick Ogilvie 1938-1942 

e Cecil Graves 1942-1943 Jointly 
with Robert Foot 

e Robert Foot 1942-1944 Jointly 
with Cecil Graves until 1943 

e William Haley 1944-1952 

e lan Jacob 1952-1959 

e Hugh Carleton Greene 1960- 
1969 

e Charles Curran 1969-1977 

e lan Trethowan 1977-1982 

e Alasdair Milne 1982-1987 

e Michael Checkland 1987-1992 

e John Birt 1992-2000 

e Greg Dyke 2000-2004 

e Mark Thompson 2004-2012 

e George Entwistle 17 
September to 10 November 2012 

e Tim Davie (Acting Director- 
General) 11 November 2012 to 2 
April 2013 

e Tony Hall 2 April 2013 - present 


List of BBC Directors General 


The Executive Committee is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the 
broadcaster. Consisting of senior managers of the BBC, the Committee meets once per 
month and is responsible for operational management and delivery of services within a 
framework set by the Board, and is chaired by the Director-General, currently Tony Hall. 


The Director-General is chief executive and (from 1994) editor-in-chief. 22 


Name Position 
Tony Hall Chairman; Director-General 
Kerris Bright Chief Customer Officer 


Tim Davie CEO, BBC Studios 


Valerie Hughes 
D'Aeth 


Glyn Isherwood 


Sarah Jones 


David Jordan 


Ken MacQuarrie 


Charlotte Moore 


Matthew Postgate 


James Purnell 


Gautam Rangarajan 


Bob Shennan 


John Shield 


Clare Sumner 


Francesca 
Unsworth 


Chief HR Officer 


Chief Financial Officer 


Group General Counsel 


Director, Editorial Policy and Standards 


Director, Nations & Regions 


Director of Content 


Chief Technology & Research Officer 


Director, Radio and Education 


Director, Strategy 


BBC Group Managing Director 


Director, Communications and Corporate 
Affairs 


Director, Policy 
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Operational divisions 


The Corporation has the following in-house divisions covering the BBC's output and 
operations: 


e Content, headed by Charlotte Moore is in charge of the corporation's television 
channels including the commissioning of programming. 

e Radio and Education headed by James Purnell is in charge of BBC Radio and music 
content across the BBC under the BBC Music brand, including music programmes on 
BBC Television, events such as the BBC Proms and the numerous orchestras such as 
the BBC Philharmonic, as well as the children's channel CBBC. 

e News and Current Affairs headed by Fran Unsworth operates the BBC 
News operation, including the national, regional and international output on 
television, radio and online, as well as the output of the BBC Global News division. It 
is also in charge of the corporation's Current Affairs programming and have some 
responsibility for sports output. 

e The Deputy Director General Group headed by Anne Bulford, contains Design & 
Engineering, which is in charge of all digital output, such as BBC Online, BBC 
iPlayer, BBC Red Button service and developing new technologies through BBC 
Research & Development. The division also includes other pan-BBC functions 
including Finance, HR, Strategy, Security and Property.™! 

e Nations and Regions, headed by Ken MacQuarrie is responsible for the 
Corporation's divisions in Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales, the English Regions. 


Commercial divisions 


The BBC also operates a number of wholly owned commercial divisions: 


e BBC Studios, headed by Tim Davie, is the former in-house television production; 
Entertainment, Music & Events, Factual and Scripted (drama and comedy). Following 
a merger with BBC Worldwide in April 2018, it also operates international channels 
and sells programmes and merchandise in the UK and abroad to gain additional 
income that is returned to BBC programmes. It is kept separate from the corporation 
due to its commercial nature. 

e BBC World News department is in charge of the production and distribution of its 
commercial global television channel. It works closely with the BBC News group, but 
is not governed by it, and shares the corporation's facilities and staff. It also works 
with BBC Studios, the channel's distributor. 

e BBC Studioworks is also separate and officially owns and operates some of the 
BBC's studio facilities, such as the BBC Elstree Centre, leasing them out to 
productions from within and outside of the corporation. 


MI5 vetting policy 


From as early as the 1930s until the 1990s, MI5, the British domestic intelligence 
service, engaged in vetting of applicants for BBC positions, a policy designed to keep 
out persons deemed subversive. In 1933, BBC executive Colonel Alan Dawnay 
began to meet with the head of MI5, Sir Vernon Kell, to informally trade information; 
from 1935, a formal arrangement was made wherein job applicants would be secretly 
vetted by MI5 for their political views (without their knowledge). The BBC took up a 
policy of denying any suggestion of such a relationship by the press (the existence of 
MI5 itself was not officially acknowledged until the Security Service Act 1989.151 


This relationship garnered wider public attention after an article by David Leigh and 
Paul Lashmar appeared in The Observer in August 1985, revealing that MI5 had been 
vetting appointments, running operations out of Room 105 in Broadcasting House. 

21 At the time of the exposé, the operation was being ran by Ronnie Stonham. A memo 
from 1984 revealed that blacklisted organizations included the far-left Communist Party 


of Great Britain, the Socialist Workers Party, the Workers Revolutionary Party and 
the Militant Tendency, as well as the far-right National Front and the British National 
Party. An association with one of these groups could result in a denial of a job 
application. 


In October 1985, the BBC announced that it would stop the vetting process, except for a 
few people in top roles, as well as those in charge of Wartime Broadcasting 

Service emergency broadcasting (in event of a nuclear war) and staff in the BBC World 
Service.” In 1990, following the Security Service Act 1989, vetting was further 
restricted to only those responsible for wartime broadcasting and those with access 

to secret government information.®= Michael Hodder, who succeeded Stonham, had the 
MI5 vetting files sent to the BBC Information and Archives in Reading, Berkshire. 


Finances 


The BBC has the second largest budget of any UK-based broadcaster with an operating 
expenditure of £4.722 billion in 2013/14 compared with £6.471 billion for British Sky 
Broadcasting in 2013/14 and £1.843 billion for ITV in the calendar year 2013.1% 


Revenue 
See also: Television licence and Television licensing in the United Kingdom 


The principal means of funding the BBC is through the television licence, costing 
£154.50 per year per household since April 2019.2% Such a licence is required to legally 
receive broadcast television across the UK, the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man. No 
licence is required to own a television used for other means, or for sound only radio sets 
(though a separate licence for these was also required for non-TV households until 
1971). The cost of a television licence is set by the government and enforced by the 
criminal law. A discount is available for households with only black-and-white television 
sets. A 50% discount is also offered to people who are registered blind or severely 
visually impaired,” and the licence is completely free for any household containing 
anyone aged 75 or over. As a result of the UK Government's recent spending review, an 
agreement has been reached between the government and the corporation in which the 
current licence fee will remain frozen at the current level until the Royal Charter is 
renewed at the beginning of 2017.2% 


The BBC pursues its licence fee collection and enforcement under the trading name "TV 
Licensing". The revenue is collected privately by Capita, an outside agency, and is paid 
into the central government Consolidated Fund, a process defined in 

the Communications Act 2003. Funds are then allocated by the Department of Culture, 
Media and Sport (DCMS) and the Treasury and approved by Parliament via legislation. 
Additional revenues are paid by the Department for Work and Pensions to compensate 
for subsidised licences for eligible over-75-year-olds. 


The licence fee is classified as a tax,™ and its evasion is a criminal offence. Since 1991, 
collection and enforcement of the licence fee has been the responsibility of the BBC in 
its role as TV Licensing Authority.“ Thus, the BBC is a major prosecuting authority in 
England and Wales and an investigating authority in the UK as a whole. The BBC carries 
out surveillance (mostly using subcontractors) on properties (under the auspices of 


the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000) and may conduct searches of a 
property using a search warrant.“ According to the BBC, "more than 204,000 people in 
the UK were caught watching TV without a licence during the first six months of 
2012."22 Licence fee evasion makes up around one-tenth of all cases prosecuted in 
magistrates’ courts, 2° 


Income from commercial enterprises and from overseas sales of its catalogue of 
programmes has substantially increased over recent years,2 with BBC 
Worldwide contributing some £145 million to the BBC's core public service business. 


According to the BBC's 2013/14 Annual Report, its total income was £5 billion (£5.066 
billion), =+ which can be broken down as follows: 


e £3.726 billion in licence fees collected from householders; 

e £1.023 billion from the BBC's commercial businesses; 

e £244.6 million from government grants, of which £238.5 million is from the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office for the BBC World Service; 

e £72.1 million from other income, such as rental collections and royalties from 
overseas broadcasts of programming.“ 


The licence fee has, however, attracted criticism. It has been argued that in an age of 
multi-stream, multi-channel availability, an obligation to pay a licence fee is no longer 
appropriate. The BBC's use of private sector company Capita Group to send letters to 
premises not paying the licence fee has been criticised, especially as there have been 
cases where such letters have been sent to premises which are up to date with their 
payments, or do not require a TV licence.“ 


The BBC uses advertising campaigns to inform customers of the requirement to pay the 
licence fee. Past campaigns have been criticised by Conservative MP Boris Johnson and 
former MP Ann Widdecombe for having a threatening nature and language used to 
scare evaders into paying.“ Audio clips and television broadcasts are used to inform 
listeners of the BBC's comprehensive database.““! There are a number of pressure 
groups campaigning on the issue of the licence fee.“ 


The majority of the BBC's commercial output comes from its commercial arm BBC 
Worldwide who sell programmes abroad and exploit key brands for merchandise. Of 
their 2012/13 sales, 27% were centred on the five key "Superbrands" of Doctor 

Who, Top Gear, Strictly Come Dancing (known as Dancing with the 

Stars internationally), the BBC's archive of natural history programming (collected under 
the umbrella of BBC Earth) and the (now sold) travel guide brand Lonely Planet. 


Expenditure 


The following expenditure figures are from 2012/13™4 and show the expenditure of 
each service they are obliged to provide: 


BBC expenditures, 2012-2013 


Total cost 
(£million) 


2,471.5 
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Restructuring 
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A significantly large portion of the BBC's income is spent on the corporation's Television 
and Radio services with each service having a different budget based upon their 
content. =z 


BBC television expenditures, 2012-2013 
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BBC radio expenditures, 2012-2013 
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2012/13 
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BBC Radio 1Xtra ; 


BBC Radio 3 


Total cost 
2012/13 
(£million) 


BBC Radio 5 Live 


BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 


BBC Radio 6 Music 


BBC Asian Network 


BBC Local Radio 


BBC Radio nan Gaidheal 


BBC Radio Wales 


BBC Radio Cymru 


BBC Radio Ulster and BBC Radio 
Foyle 


Headquarters and regional offices 
Main article: List of BBC properties 


Difference 
from 
2011/12 
(£million) 


Further information: Broadcasting House, Broadcasting House (Belfast), Broadcasting 
House (Cardiff), and BBC Television Centre 


The headquarters of the BBC at Broadcasting House in Portland Place, London, England. This 


section of the building is called O/d Broadcasting House. 


Broadcasting House in Portland Place, London, is the official headquarters of the BBC. It 
is home to six of the ten BBC national radio networks, BBC Radio 1, BBC Radio 1xtra, 
BBC Asian Network, BBC Radio 3, BBC Radio 4, and BBC Radio 4 Extra. It is also the 
home of BBC News, which relocated to the building from BBC Television Centre in 2013. 
On the front of the building are statues of Prospero and Ariel, characters from William 
Shakespeare's play The Tempest, sculpted by Eric Gill. Renovation of Broadcasting 
House began in 2002, and was completed in 2013. 


Until it closed at the end of March 2013,“ BBC Television was based at BBC Television 
Centre, a purpose built television facility and the second built in the country located 

in White City, London. This facility has been host to a number of famous guests and 
programmes through the years, and its name and image is familiar with many British 
citizens. Nearby, the BBC White City complex contains numerous programme offices, 
housed in Centre House, the Media Centre and Broadcast Centre. It is in this area 
around Shepherd's Bush that the majority of BBC employees work. 


As part of a major reorganisation of BBC property, the entire BBC News operation 
relocated from the News Centre at BBC Television Centre to the refurbished 
Broadcasting House to create what is being described as "one of the world's largest live 
broadcast centres".“42! The BBC News Channel and BBC World News relocated to the 
premises in early 2013.2% Broadcasting House is now also home to most of the BBC's 
national radio stations, and the BBC World Service. The major part of this plan involves 
the demolition of the two post-war extensions to the building and construction of an 
extension! designed by Sir Richard MacCormac of MJP Architects. This move will 
concentrate the BBC's London operations, allowing them to sell Television Centre, which 
is expected to be completed by 2016.42! 


In addition to the scheme above, the BBC is in the process of making and producing 
more programmes outside London, involving production centres such 

as Belfast, Cardiff, Glasgow, Newcastle and, most notably, in Greater Manchester as 
part of the "BBC North Project" scheme where several major departments, 

including BBC North West, BBC Manchester, BBC Sport, BBC Children's, CBeebies, Radio 


5 Live, BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra, BBC Breakfast, BBC Learning and the BBC 
Philharmonic have all moved from their previous locations in either London or New 
Broadcasting House, Manchester to the new 200-acre (80ha) MediaCityUK production 
facilities in Salford, that form part of the large BBC North Group division and will 
therefore become the biggest staffing operation outside London.222241 


As well as the two main sites in London (Broadcasting House and White City), there are 
seven other important BBC production centres in the UK, mainly specialising in different 
productions. Broadcasting House Cardiff, has been home to BBC Cymru Wales, which 
specialises in drama production. Open since October 2011, and containing 7 new 
studios, Roath Lock is notable as the home of productions such as Doctor 

Who and Casualty. Broadcasting House Belfast, home to BBC Northern Ireland, 
specialises in original drama and comedy, and has taken part in many co-productions 
with independent companies and notably with RTE in the Republic of Ireland. BBC 
Scotland, based in Pacific Quay, Glasgow is a large producer of programmes for the 
network, including several quiz shows. In England, the larger regions also produce some 
programming. 


Previously, the largest hub of BBC programming from the regions is BBC North West. At 
present they produce all Religious and Ethical programmes on the BBC, as well as other 
programmes such as A Question of Sport. However, this is to be merged and expanded 
under the BBC North project, which involved the region moving from New Broadcasting 
House, Manchester, to MediaCityUK. BBC Midlands, based at The Mailbox in 
Birmingham, also produces drama and contains the headquarters for the English 
regions and the BBC's daytime output. Other production centres include Broadcasting 
House Bristol, home of BBC West and famously the BBC Natural History Unit and toa 
lesser extent, Quarry Hill in Leeds, home of BBC Yorkshire. There are also many smaller 
local and regional studios throughout the UK, operating the BBC regional television 
services and the BBC Local Radio stations. 


The BBC also operates several news gathering centres in various locations around the 
world, which provide news coverage of that region to the national and international 
news operations. 


Technology (Atos service) 


In 2004, the BBC contracted out its former BBC Technology division to the German 
engineering and electronics company Siemens IT Solutions and 

Services (SIS), outsourcing its IT, telephony and broadcast technology systems.“4 When 
Atos Origin acquired the SIS division from Siemens in December 2010 for €850 million 
(£720m),“22 the BBC support contract also passed to Atos, and in July 2011, the BBC 
announced to staff that its technology support would become an Atos service. 

iss} Siemens staff working on the BBC contract were transferred to Atos and BBC 
technology systems (including the BBC website) are now managed by Atos. In 2011, the 
BBC's Chief Financial Officer Zarin Patel stated to the House of Commons Public 
Accounts Committee that, following criticism of the BBC's management of major IT 
projects with Siemens (such as the Digital Media Initiative), the BBC partnership with 
Atos would be instrumental in achieving cost savings of around £64 million as part of 
the BBC's "Delivering Quality First" programme.#2 In 2012, the BBC's Chief Technology 
Officer, John Linwood, expressed confidence in service improvements to the BBC's 
technology provision brought about by Atos. He also stated that supplier accountability 
had been strengthened following some high-profile technology failures which had taken 
place during the partnership with Siemens.222! 


Services 
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Weekly reach of the BBC's domestic services from 2011 to 20124294301 Reach is the number of 


people who use the service at any point for more than 15 minutes in a week.!22! 


Television 
Main article: BBC Television 


The BBC operates several television channels in the UK. BBC One and BBC Two are the 
flagship television channels; others are BBC Four, BBC News, BBC Parliament, and two 
children's channels, CBBC and CBeebies. Digital television is now entrenched in the UK, 
with analogue transmission completely phased out as of December 2012.24 It also 
operates the internet television service BBC Three, which ceased broadcasting as a 
linear television channel in February 2016. 


Weekly Reach of BBC Television channels 
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Weekly reach of the BBC's domestic television channels 2011-12420 


BBC One is a regionalised TV service which provides opt-outs throughout the day for 
local news and other local programming. These variations are more pronounced in the 
BBC "Nations", i.e. Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales, where the presentation is 
mostly carried out locally on BBC One and Two, and where programme schedules can 
vary greatly from that of the network. BBC Two variations exist in the Nations; 
however, English regions today rarely have the option to opt out as regional 


programming now only exists on BBC One. BBC Two was also the first channel to be 
transmitted on 625 lines in 1964, then carry a small-scale regular colour service from 
1967. BBC One would follow in November 1969. 


A new Scottish Gaelic television channel, BBC Alba, was launched in September 2008. It 
is also the first multi-genre channel to come entirely from Scotland with almost all of its 
programmes made in Scotland. The service was initially only available via satellite but 
since June 2011 has been available to viewers in Scotland on Freeview and cable 
television, = 


The BBC currently operates HD simulcasts of all its nationwide channels with the 
exception of BBC Parliament. Until 26 March 2013, a separate channel called BBC 

HD was available, in place of BBC Two HD. It launched on 9 June 2006, following a 12- 
month trial of the broadcasts. It became a proper channel in 2007, and screened HD 
programmes as simulcasts of the main network, or as repeats. The corporation has 
been producing programmes in the format for many years, and stated that it hoped to 
produce 100% of new programmes in HDTV by 2010.23 On 3 November 2010, a high- 
definition simulcast of BBC One was launched, entitled BBC One HD, and BBC Two HD 
launched on 26 March 2013, replacing BBC HD. 


In the Republic of Ireland, Belgium, the Netherlands and Switzerland, the BBC channels 
are available in a number of ways. In these countries digital and cable operators carry a 
range of BBC channels. These include BBC One, BBC Two, BBC Four and BBC World 
News, although viewers in the Republic of Ireland may receive BBC services via overspill 
from transmitters in Northern Ireland or Wales, or via "deflectors"—transmitters in the 
Republic which rebroadcast broadcasts from the UK,=# received off-air, or from digital 
satellite. 


Since 1975, the BBC has also provided its TV programmes to the British Forces 
Broadcasting Service (BFBS), allowing members of UK military serving abroad to watch 
them on four dedicated TV channels. From 27 March 2013, BFBS will carry versions of 
BBC One and BBC Two, which will include children's programming from CBBC, as well as 
carrying programming from BBC Three on a new channel called BFBS Extra. 


Since 2008, all the BBC channels are available to watch online through the BBC 
iPlayer service. This online streaming ability came about following experiments with live 
streaming, involving streaming certain channels in the UK. m5 


In February 2014, Director-General Tony Hall announced that the corporation needed to 
save £100 million. In March 2014, the BBC confirmed plans for BBC Three to become an 
internet-only channel. 


Genome Project 
Main article: BBC Genome Project 


In December 2012, the BBC completed a digitisation exercise, scanning the listings of 
all BBC programmes from an entire run of about 4,500 copies of the Radio 

Times magazine from the first, 1923, issue to 2009 (later listings already being held 
electronically), the "BBC Genome project", with a view to creating an online database of 
its programme output.“ An earlier ten months of listings are to be obtained from other 
sources.422 They identified around five million programmes, involving 8.5 million actors, 
presenters, writers and technical staff. The Genome project was opened to public 
access on 15 October 2014, with corrections to OCR errors and changes to advertised 
schedules being crowdsourced.=8 


Radio 


Weekly Reach of national BBC Radio stations. 
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Weekly reach of the BBC's national radio stations, both on analogue and digital.224 


Main articles: BBC Radio and BBC Local Radio 


The BBC has ten radio stations serving the whole of the UK, a further six stations in the 
"national regions" (Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland), and 40 other local stations 
serving defined areas of England. Of the ten national stations, five are major stations 
and are available on FM and/or AM as well as on DAB and online. These are BBC Radio 
1, offering new music and popular styles and being notable for its chart show; BBC 
Radio 2, playing Adult contemporary, country and soul music amongst many other 
genres; BBC Radio 3, presenting classical and jazz music together with some spoken- 
word programming of a cultural nature in the evenings; BBC Radio 4, focusing on 
current affairs, factual and other speech-based programming, including drama and 
comedy; and BBC Radio 5 Live, broadcasting 24-hour news, sport and talk programmes. 


In addition to these five stations, the BBC also runs a further five stations that broadcast 
on DAB and online only. These stations supplement and expand on the big five stations, 
and were launched in 2002. BBC Radio 1Xtra sisters Radio 1, and broadcasts new black 
music and urban tracks. BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra sisters 5 Live and offers extra 
sport analysis, including broadcasting sports that previously were not covered. BBC 
Radio 6 Music offers alternative music genres and is notable as a platform for new 
artists. 


BBC Radio 7, later renamed BBC Radio 4 Extra, provided archive drama, comedy and 
children's programming. Following the change to Radio 4 Extra, the service has dropped 
a defined children's strand in favour of family-friendly drama and comedy. In addition, 
new programmes to complement Radio 4 programmes were introduced such 

as Ambridge Extra, and Desert Island Discs revisited. The final station is the BBC Asian 
Network, providing music, talk and news to this section of the community. This station 
evolved out of Local radio stations serving certain areas, and as such this station is 
available on Medium Wave frequency in some areas of the Midlands. 


As well as the national stations, the BBC also provides 40 BBC Local Radio stations in 
England and the Channel Islands, each named for and covering a particular city and its 
surrounding area (e.g. BBC Radio Bristol), county or region (e.g. BBC Three Counties 
Radio), or geographical area (e.g. BBC Radio Solent covering the central south coast). A 
further six stations broadcast in what the BBC terms "the national regions": Wales, 
Scotland, and Northern Ireland. These are BBC Radio Wales (in English), BBC Radio 
Cymru (in Welsh), BBC Radio Scotland (in English), BBC Radio nan Gaidheal (in Scottish 


Gaelic), BBC Radio Ulster, and BBC Radio Foyle, the latter being an opt-out station from 
Radio Ulster for the north-west of Northern Ireland. 


The BBC's UK national channels are also broadcast in the Channel Islands and the Isle of 
Man (although these Crown dependencies are outside the UK), and in the former there 
are two local stations - BBC Guernsey and BBC Radio Jersey. There is no BBC local radio 
station, however, in the Isle of Man, partly because the island has long been served by 
the popular independent commercial station, Manx Radio, which predates the existence 
of BBC Local Radio. BBC services in the dependencies are financed from television 
licence fees which are set at the same level as those payable in the UK, although 
collected locally. This is the subject of some controversy in the Isle of Man since, as well 
as having no BBC Local Radio service, the island also lacks a local television news 
service analogous to that provided by BBC Channel Islands.=% 


BBC World Service - Jonathan Dimbleby broadcasting from Budapest 


For a worldwide audience, the BBC World Service provides news, current affairs and 
information in 28 languages, including English, around the world and is available in over 
150 capital cities. It is broadcast worldwide on shortwave radio, DAB and online and has 
an estimated weekly audience of 192 million, and its websites have an audience of 38 
million people per week.“ Since 2005, it is also available on DAB in the UK, a step not 
taken before, due to the way it is funded. The service is funded by a Parliamentary 
Grant-in-Aid, administered by the Foreign Office; however, following the Government's 
spending review in 2011, this funding will cease, and it will be funded for the first time 
through the Licence fee.“ In recent years, some services of the World Service have 
been reduced; the Thai service ended in 2006," as did the Eastern European 
languages, with resources diverted instead into the new BBC Arabic Television.“ 


Historically, the BBC was the only legal radio broadcaster based in the UK mainland until 
1967, when University Radio York (URY), then under the name Radio York, was launched 
as the first, and now oldest, legal independent radio station in the country. However, 
the BBC did not enjoy a complete monopoly before this as several Continental stations, 
such as Radio Luxembourg, had broadcast programmes in English to Britain since the 
1930s and the Isle of Man-based Manx Radio began in 1964. Today, despite the advent 
of commercial radio, BBC radio stations remain among the most listened to in the 
country, with Radio 2 having the largest audience share (up to 16.8% in 2011-12) and 
Radios 1 and 4 ranked second and third in terms of weekly reach.2451 


BBC programming is also available to other services and in other countries. Since 1943, 
the BBC has provided radio programming to the British Forces Broadcasting Service, 
which broadcasts in countries where British troops are stationed. BBC Radio 1 is also 
carried in the United States and Canada on Sirius XM Radio (online streaming only). 


The BBC is a patron of The Radio Academy.. 


News 


The former BBC Newsroom in London 
Main article: BBC News 


BBC News is the largest broadcast news gathering operation in the world,“ providing 
services to BBC domestic radio as well as television networks such as the BBC 

News, BBC Parliament and BBC World News. In addition to this, news stories are 
available on the BBC Red Button service and BBC News Online. In addition to this, the 
BBC has been developing new ways to access BBC News, as a result has launched the 
service on BBC Mobile, making it accessible to mobile phones and PDAs, as well as 
developing alerts by e-mail, digital television, and on computers through a desktop 
alert. 


Ratings figures suggest that during major incidents such as the 7 July 2005 London 
bombings or royal events, the UK audience overwhelmingly turns to the BBC's coverage 
as opposed to its commercial rivals.“#! On 7 July 2005, the day that there were a series 
of coordinated bomb blasts on London's public transport system, the BBC 

Online website recorded an all time bandwidth peak of 11 Gb/s at 12.00 on 7 July. BBC 
News received some 1 billion total hits on the day of the event (including all images, 
text and HTML), serving some 5.5 terabytes of data. At peak times during the day there 
were 40,000 page requests per second for the BBC News website. The previous day's 
announcement of the 2012 Olympics being awarded to London caused a peak of around 
5 Gbit/s. The previous all-time high at BBC Online was caused by the announcement of 
the Michael Jackson verdict, which used 7.2 Gbit/s.4*2 


Internet 
Main article: BBC Online 


The BBC's online presence includes a comprehensive news website and archive. The 
BBC's first official online service was the BBC Networking Club, which was launched on 
11 May 1994. The service was subsequently relaunched as BBC Online in 1997, before 
being renamed BBCi, then bbc.co.uk, before it was rebranded back as BBC Online. The 
website is funded by the Licence fee, but uses GeolP technology, allowing 
advertisements to be carried on the site when viewed outside of the UK.4 The BBC 
claims the site to be "Europe's most popular content-based site" and states that 


13.2 million people in the UK visit the site's more than two million pages each day.2=! In 
2017 "BBC Online" was among the ten most cited sources in the English Wikipedia. 

4531 According to Alexa's TrafficRank system, in September 2019 BBC Online was ranked 
114 in the world, and 6 in the United Kingdom.2=! 


The centre of the website is the Homepage, which features a modular layout. Users can 
choose which modules, and which information, is displayed on their homepage, allowing 
the user to customise it. This system was first launched in December 2007, becoming 
permanent in February 2008, and has undergone a few aesthetical changes since then. 
4551 The Homepage then has links to other micro-sites, such as BBC News 

Online, Sport, Weather, TV and Radio. As part of the site, every programme on BBC 
Television or Radio is given its own page, with bigger programmes getting their own 
micro-site, and as a result it is often common for viewers and listeners to be 

told website addresses (URLs) for the programme website. 


Another large part of the site also allows users to watch and listen to most Television 
and Radio output live and for seven days after broadcast using the BBC 

iPlayer platform, which launched on 27 July 2007, and initially used peer-to- 

peer and DRM technology to deliver both radio and TV content of the last seven days for 
offline use for up to 30 days, since then video is now streamed directly. Also, through 
participation in the Creative Archive Licence group, bbc.co.uk allowed legal downloads 
of selected archive material via the internet. 


The BBC has often included learning as part of its online service, running services such 
as BBC Jam, Learning Zone Class Clips and also runs services such as BBC WebWise and 
First Click which are designed to teach people how to use the internet. BBC Jam was a 
free online service, delivered through broadband and narrowband connections, 
providing high-quality interactive resources designed to stimulate learning at home and 
at school. Initial content was made available in January 2006; however, BBC Jam was 
suspended on 20 March 2007 due to allegations made to the European Commission that 
it was damaging the interests of the commercial sector of the industry.“ 


In recent years, some major on-line companies and politicians have complained that 
BBC Online receives too much funding from the television licence, meaning that other 
websites are unable to compete with the vast amount of advertising-free on-line content 
available on BBC Online.“! Some have proposed that the amount of licence fee money 
spent on BBC Online should be reduced—either being replaced with funding from 
advertisements or subscriptions, or a reduction in the amount of content available on 
the site.“ In response to this the BBC carried out an investigation, and has now set in 
motion a plan to change the way it provides its online services. BBC Online will now 
attempt to fill in gaps in the market, and will guide users to other websites for currently 
existing market provision. (For example, instead of providing local events information 
and timetables, users will be guided to outside websites already providing that 
information.) Part of this plan included the BBC closing some of its websites, and 
rediverting money to redevelop other parts, “salzs1 


On 26 February 2010, The Times claimed that Mark Thompson, Director General of the 
BBC, proposed that the BBC's web output should be cut by 50%, with online staff 
numbers and budgets reduced by 25% in a bid to scale back BBC operations and allow 
commercial rivals more room.2! On 2 March 2010, the BBC reported that it will cut its 
website spending by 25% and close BBC 6 Music and Asian Network, as part of Mark 
Thompson's plans to make "a smaller, fitter BBC for the digital age". nsaus4 


Interactive television 
Main article: BBC Red Button 


BBC Red Button is the brand name for the BBC's interactive digital television services, 
which are available through Freeview (digital terrestrial), as well 

as Freesat, Sky (satellite), and Virgin Media (cable). Unlike Ceefax, the service's 
analogue counterpart, BBC Red Button is able to display full-colour graphics, 
photographs, and video, as well as programmes and can be accessed from any BBC 
channel. The service carries News, Weather and Sport 24 hours a day, but also provides 
extra features related to programmes specific at that time. Examples include viewers to 
play along at home to gameshows, to give, voice and vote on opinions to issues, as 
used alongside programmes such as Question Time. At some points in the year, when 
multiple sporting events occur, some coverage of less mainstream sports or games are 
frequently placed on the Red Button for viewers to watch. Frequently, other features are 
added unrelated to programmes being broadcast at that time, such as the broadcast of 
the Doctor Who animated episode Dreamland in November 2009. 


Music 


The BBC Big Band 


The BBC employs 5 staff orchestras, a professional choir, and supports two amateur 
choruses, based in BBC venues across the UK;4 the BBC Symphony Orchestra, the BBC 
Singers and BBC Symphony Chorus based in London, the BBC Scottish Symphony 
Orchestra in Glasgow, the BBC Philharmonic in Salford, the BBC Concert 

Orchestra based in Watford, and the BBC National Orchestra of Wales and BBC National 
Chorus of Wales in Cardiff. It also buys a selected number of broadcasts from the Ulster 
Orchestra in Belfast and the BBC Big Band. 


The BBC Proms have been produced by the BBC every year since 1927,2° stepping in to 
fund the popular classical music festival when music publishers Chappell and Co 
withdrew their support. In 1930, the newly-formed BBC Symphony Orchestra gave all 49 
Proms, and have performed at every Last Night of the Proms since then. Nowadays, the 
BBC's orchestras and choirs are the backbone of the Proms,“ giving around 40%-50% 
of all performances each season. 


Many famous musicians of every genre have played at the BBC, such as The 

Beatles (The Beatles Live at the BBC is one of their many albums). The BBC is also 
responsible for the broadcast of Glastonbury Festival, Reading Festival and United 
Kingdom coverage of the Eurovision Song Contest, a show with which the broadcaster 
has been associated for over 60 years. The BBC also operates the division of BBC 
Audiobooks sometimes found in association with Chivers Audiobooks. 


Other 


The BBC operates other ventures in addition to their broadcasting arm. In addition to 
broadcasting output on television and radio, some programmes are also displayed on 
the BBC Big Screens located in several central-city locations. The BBC and the Foreign 


and Commonwealth Office also jointly run BBC Monitoring, which monitors radio, 
television, the press and the internet worldwide. The BBC also developed several 
computers throughout the 1980s, most notably the BBC Micro, which ran alongside the 
corporation's educational aims and programming. 


In 1951, in conjunction with Oxford University Press the BBC published The BBC Hymn 
Book which was intended to be used by radio listeners to follow hymns being broadcast. 
The book was published both with and without music, the music edition being 

entitled The BBC Hymn Book with Music. The book contained 542 popular hymns. 


Ceefax 
Main article: Ceefax 


The BBC provided the world's first teletext service called Ceefax (near-homonymous 
with "See Facts") on 23 September 1974 until 23 October 2012 on the BBC 1 analogue 
channel then later on BBC 2. It showed informational pages such as News, Sport and the 
Weather. on New Year's Eve in 1974, competition from ITV's Oracle tried to compete 
with Ceefax. Oracle closed on New Year's Eve, 1992. During its lifetime it attracted 
millions of viewers, right up to 2012, prior to the digital switchover in the United 
Kingdom. It ceased transmission at 23:32:19 BST on 23 October 2012 after 38 years. 
Since then, the BBC's Red Button Service has provided a digital-like information system 
that replaced Ceefax. 


BritBox 


In 2016, the BBC, in partnership with fellow UK Broadcasters ITV and Channel 4 (who 
later withdrew from the project), set up ‘project kangaroo’ to develop an international 
online streaming service to rival services such as Netflix and Hulu.2®221 During the 
development stages 'Britflix' was touted as a potential name. However, the service 
eventually launched as BritBox in March 2017. The online platform shows a catalogue of 
classic BBC and ITV shows, as well as making a number of programmes available shortly 
after their UK broadcast. As of 2019, BritBox is available in the United States and 
Canada with the potential availability for new markets in the future, including the UK by 
late 2019.217173 |n October 2019, BritBox was released in its testing phase in the UK. 
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Commercial activities 
Main article: BBC Studios 


BBC Studios (formerly BBC Worldwide) is the wholly owned commercial subsidiary of the 
BBC, responsible for the commercial exploitation of BBC programmes and other 
properties, including a number of television stations throughout the world. It was 
formed following the restructuring of its predecessor, BBC Enterprises, in 1995. 


The company owns and administers a number of commercial stations around the world 
operating in a number of territories and on a number of different platforms. The 
channel BBC Entertainment shows current and archive entertainment programming to 
viewers in Europe, Africa, Asia and the Middle East, with the BBC Studios channels BBC 
America and BBC Canada (Joint venture with Corus Entertainment) showing similar 
programming in the North America region and BBC UKTV in the Australasia region. The 
company also airs two channels aimed at children, an international CBeebies channel 
and BBC Kids, a joint venture with Knowledge Network Corporation, which airs 
programmes under the CBeebies and BBC K brands. The company also runs the 


channels BBC Knowledge, broadcasting factual and learning programmes, and BBC 
Lifestyle, broadcasting programmes based on themes of Food, Style and Wellbeing. In 
addition to this, BBC Studios runs an international version of the channel BBC HD, and 
provides HD simulcasts of the channels BBC Knowledge and BBC America. 


BBC Studios also distributes the 24-hour international news channel BBC World News. 
The station is separate from BBC Studios to maintain the station's neutral point of view, 
but is distributed by BBC Studios. The channel itself is the oldest surviving entity of its 
kind, and has 50 foreign news bureaus and correspondents in nearly all countries in the 
world.2~! As officially surveyed, it is available to more than 294 million households, 
significantly more than CNN's estimated 200 million. ¥4 In addition to these 
international channels, BBC Studios also owns the UKTV network of seven channels. 
These channels contain BBC archive programming to be rebroadcast on their respective 
channels: Alibi, crime dramas; Dave (slogan: "The Home of Witty Banter"); Drama, 
drama, launched in 2013; Eden, nature; Gold, comedy; W, Entertainment; 

and Yesterday, history programming. 


In addition to these channels, many BBC programmes are sold via BBC Studios to 
foreign television stations with comedy, documentaries and historical 

drama productions being the most popular. In addition, BBC television news appears 
nightly on many Public Broadcasting Service stations in the United States, as do reruns 
of BBC programmes such as EastEnders, and in New Zealand on TVNZ 1. 


In addition to programming, BBC Studios produces material to accompany programmes. 
The company maintained the publishing arm of the BBC, BBC Magazines, which 
published the Radio Times as well as a number of magazines that support BBC 
programming such as BBC Top Gear, BBC Good Food, BBC Sky at Night, BBC 

History, BBC Wildlife and BBC Music. BBC Magazines was sold to Exponent Private 
Equity in 2011, which merged it with Origin Publishing (previously owned by BBC 
Worldwide between 2004 and 2006) to form Immediate Media Company. 


BBC Studios also publishes books, to accompany programmes such as Doctor 

Who under the BBC Books brand, a publishing imprint majority owned by Random 
House. Soundtrack albums, talking books and sections of radio broadcasts are also sold 
under the brand BBC Records, with DVDs also being sold and licensed in large 
quantities to consumers both in the UK and abroad under the 2 Entertain brand. Archive 
programming and classical music recordings are sold under the brand BBC Legends. 


Cultural significance 


Blue plaque at Alexandra Palace, commemorating the launch of the world's first high-definition 


television service, BBC Television, in 1936 


Until the development, popularisation, and domination of television, radio was the 
broadcast medium upon which people in the United Kingdom relied. It "reached into 
every home in the land, and simultaneously united the nation, an important factor 
during the Second World War".“) The BBC introduced the world's first "high- 

definition" 405-line television service in 1936. It suspended its television service during 
the Second World War and until 1946, but remained the only television broadcaster in 
the UK until 1955, when Independent Television (ITV) began operating.“ This heralded 
the transformation of television into a popular and dominant medium. Nevertheless, 
"throughout the 1950s radio still remained the dominant source of broadcast comedy". 
4761 Further, the BBC was the only legal radio broadcaster until 1968 (when URY obtained 
their first licence). 


The nature documentaries of David Attenborough, such as The Blue Planet, Planet Earth and Life 
on Earth, are produced by the BBC Natural History Unit, the largest wildlife documentary 
production house in the world. 


Despite the advent of commercial television and radio, with competition 

from ITV, Channel 4 and Sky, the BBC has remained one of the main elements in British 
popular culture through its obligation to produce TV and radio programmes for mass 
audiences.2281 However, the arrival of BBC2 allowed the BBC also to make 
programmes for minority interests in drama, documentaries, current affairs, 
entertainment, and sport. Examples cited include the television 

series Civilisation, Doctor Who, I, Claudius, Monty Python's Flying Circus, Pot Black, 

and Tonight, but other examples can be given in each of these fields as shown by the 
BBC's entries in the British Film Institute's 2000 list of the 100 Greatest British 
Television Programmes, with the BBC's acclaimed 1970s sitcom Fawlty 

Towers (featuring John Cleese as Basil Fawlty) topping the list.22 Top of the Pops, the 
world's longest running weekly music show, first aired in January 1964, with The Rolling 
Stones the first to perform on it.“ Some BBC shows have had a direct impact on 
society. For example, The Great British Bake Off is credited with reinvigorating interest 
in baking throughout the UK, with stores reporting sharp rises in sales of baking 
ingredients and accessories.“ The export of BBC programmes both through services 
like the BBC World Service and BBC World News, as well as through the channels 
operated by BBC Worldwide, means that audiences can consume BBC productions 
worldwide. 


The term "BBC English" was used as an alternative name for Received Pronunciation, 
and the English Pronouncing Dictionary uses the term "BBC Pronunciation" to label its 
recommendations.“ However, the BBC itself now makes more use of regional 

accents in order to reflect the diversity of the UK, while continuing to expect clarity and 
fluency of its presenters.222 From its "starchy" beginnings, the BBC has also become 
more inclusive, and now attempts to accommodate the interests of all strata of society 
and all minorities, because they all pay the licence fee. 24 


Colloquial terms 


Older domestic UK audiences often refer to the BBC as "the Beeb", a nickname 
originally coined by Peter Sellers on The Goon Show in the 1950s, when he referred to 
the "Beeb Beeb Ceeb". It was then borrowed, shortened and popularised by radio 

DJ Kenny Everett."87 David Bowie's recording sessions at the BBC was released as Bowie 
at the Beeb, while Queen's recording sessions with the BBC was released as At the 
Beeb.) Another nickname, now less commonly used, is "Auntie", said to originate from 
the old-fashioned "Auntie knows best" attitude, or the idea of aunties and uncles who 
are present in the background of one's life (but possibly a reference to the "aunties" and 
"uncles" who presented children's programmes in the early days)22 in the days 


when John Reith, the BBC's first director general, was in charge. The term “Auntie” for 
the BBC is often credited to radio disc jockey Jack Jackson.“4 To celebrate the fiftieth 
anniversary of the BBC the song "Auntie" was released in 1972.1% The two nicknames 
have also been used together as "Auntie Beeb".2 


Controversy and criticism 
Main articles: Criticism of the BBC and BBC controversies 


Throughout its existence, The BBC has faced numerous accusations regarding many 
topics: the Iraq war, politics, ethics and religion, as well as funding and staffing. It also 
has been involved in numerous controversies because of its coverage of specific news 
stories and programming. In October 2014, the BBC Trust issued the "BBC complaints 
framework",22! outlining complaints and appeals procedures. However, the regulatory 
oversight of the BBC may be transferred to OFCOM. The British "House of 

Commons Select Committee on Culture Media and Sport" recommended in its report 
"The Future of the BBC", that OFCOM should become the final arbiter of complaints 
made about the BBC.2%4! 


The BBC has long faced accusations from conservatives of liberal and left-wing bias. 
4951 Accusations of a bias against the Premiership of Margaret Thatcher and 

the Conservative Party were often made against the BBC by members of that 
government, with Margaret Thatcher herself considering the broadcaster's news 
coverage to be biased and irresponsible.2 In 2011, Peter Sissons, a main news 
presenter at the BBC from 1989—2009, said that "at the core of the BBC, in its very 
DNA, is a way of thinking that is firmly of the Left".22% Another BBC presenter, Andrew 
Marr, commented that "the BBC is not impartial or neutral. It has a liberal bias, not so 
much a party-political bias. It is better expressed as a cultural liberal bias." Former BBC 
director Roger Mosey classified it as "liberal defensive. "n8192 


Conversely, writing for The Guardian, the left-wing columnist Owen Jones stated "the 
truth is the BBC is stacked full of rightwingers,"2 and he cited as an example of bias its 
employment of "ultra-Thatcherite" Andrew Neil as a politics presenter.2% Paul Mason, 
the former Economics Editor of the BBC's Newsnight programme, criticised the BBC as 
"unionist" in relation to its coverage of the Scottish independence referendum campaign 
and said its senior employees tended to be of a "neo-liberal" point of view.22. The BBC 
has also been characterised as a pro-monarchist institution.2! The BBC was accused 

of propaganda by conservative journalist and author Toby Young due to what he 
believed to be an anti-Brexit approach, which included a day of live programming on 
migration.2% 


A 2018 opinion poll by BMG Research found that 40% of the British public think that the 
BBC is politically partisan, with a nearly even split between those that believe it leans to 
the left or right.2% 


In 2008, the BBC was criticised by some for referring to the men who carried out 

the November 2008 Mumbai attacks as "gunmen" rather than "terrorists". 22s |n 
protest against the use of the word "gunmen" by the BBC, journalist Mobashar Jawed 
"M.J." Akbar refused to take part in an interview following the Mumbai terror attacks, 
2091 and criticised the BBC's reportage of the incident.2” British parliamentarian Stephen 
Pound has supported these claims, referring to the BBC's whitewashing of the terror 
attacks as "the worst sort of mealy mouthed posturing. It is desperation to avoid 
causing offence which ultimately causes more offence to everyone." 


A BBC World Service newsreader who presented a daily show produced 

for Kyrgyzstan was claimed to have participated in an opposition movement with the 
goal of overthrowing the government led by president Kurmanbek Bakiyev.?2! The BBC 
presenter resigned from his post in 2010 once the allegations of his participation in 
the revolution became public. 23 


Logos and symbols of the BBC 


BBIBIC 


BBC's first three-box logo used from 1958 until 1963.7” 


` [B/BIC/ 


BBC's second three-box logo used from 1963 until 1971." 


H B/B/C| 


BBC's third three-box logo used from 1971 until 1992.7" 


' OOO 


BBC's fourth three-box logo used from 1988 until 1998.72 


BAG 


BBC's fifth and current three-box logo used since 4 October 1997.7" 


Main article: Logo of the BBC 


See also 


EIGBBC portal 


#8 Television portal 
Sr 
[= =| United Kingdom portal 


e Gaelic broadcasting in Scotland 

e List of BBC television channels and radio stations 

e List of companies based in London 

e List of television programmes broadcast by the BBC 


Prewar television stations 


Public service broadcasting in the United Kingdom 


Television in the United Kingdom 


The Green Book 
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This is a timeline of the history of the British Broadcasting Corporation (and its 
predecessor, the British Broadcasting Company). 


1920s[edit] 
e 1922 
o 18 October - The British Broadcasting Company is formed. 
o 14 November - First BBC broadcasts from London (station 2LQ). 
o 15 November - First broadcasts from Birmingham (station 5IT) 
and Manchester (station 2ZY). 
o 24 December - First broadcast from Newcastle upon Tyne (station 5NO). 
e 1923 
o 8 January - First outside broadcast, the British National Opera Company's 
production of The Magic Flute from Covent Garden. 
o 18 January - The UK Postmaster General grants the BBC a licence to broadcast. 
o 13 February - First broadcast from Cardiff (station 5WA). 
o 6 March - First broadcast from Glasgow (station 5SC). 
o 6 June - Edgar Wallace makes a report on The Derby, thus becoming the first 
British radio sports reporter. 
o 28 September - First publication of the Radio Times listings magazine (price 2d). 
o 10 October - First broadcast from Aberdeen (station 2BD). 
o 17 October - First broadcast from Bournemouth (station 6BM). 
o 16 November - First broadcast from Sheffield (relay station 2FL). 
e 1924 
o 28 March - First broadcast from Plymouth (relay station 5PY). 
o 23 April - First broadcast by King George V, opening the British Empire 
Exhibition at Wembley Stadium. 
o 1 May -First broadcast from Edinburgh (relay station 2EH). 
o 11 June - First broadcast from Liverpool (relay station 6LV). 
o 8 July - First broadcast from Leeds and Bradford (relay station 2LS). 
o 21 July - An experimental long-wave station (5XX) is established at 
the Chelmsford works of the Marconi Company. 
o 15 August - First broadcast from Kingston upon Hull (relay station 6KH). 
o 14 September - First broadcast from Belfast (station 2BE). 
o 16 September - First broadcast from Nottingham (relay station 5NG). 
o 21 October - First broadcast from Stoke-on-Trent (relay station 6ST). 
o 12 November - First broadcast from Dundee (relay station 2DE). 


o 12 December - First broadcast from Swansea (relay station 5SX).!™ 


e 1925 
o 27 July - Long-wave station 5XX moves from Chelmsford to Daventry and 
becomes the first British radio station to achieve near national coverage: the 
first step in the establishment of the BBC National Programme.” 


e 1926 
o 4 May - The General strike begins. The BBC broadcasts five news bulletins a day 
as no newspapers and Radio Times are published. 


e 1927 

o 1 January - The British Broadcasting Company becomes the British 
Broadcasting Corporation, when it is granted a Royal Charter. Sir John 
Reith becomes the first Director-General. 

o 15 January - First live sports broadcast on the BBC. The rugby 
union international England v Wales is commented on by Teddy Wakelam. 

o 22 January - First live football match broadcast, featuring Arsenal's home league 
fixture against Sheffield United from Highbury. 

o January - First BBC reference library established by Florence Milnes. 

o March - The BBC coat of arms is adopted. 

o 7 July - Christopher Stone presents a record programme, becoming the first 
British disc-jockey. 

o 21 August - The first high-powered regional station (5GB), forerunner of the 
Midland Regional Programme, opens at Daventry. 


e 1928 
o 2 January - The first edition of The Daily Service is broadcast. It was originally 
called A Short Religious Service but was renamed The Daily Service in July. 


e 1929 
o 20 August - First transmissions of John Logie Baird's experimental 30-line 
television system. 


1930s[edit] 


e 1930 
o 9 March - The majority of the BBC's existing radio stations are regrouped to form 
the BBC National Programme and the BBC Regional Programme. 
o 14 July - Transmission of the first experimental television play, The Man With the 
Flower in His Mouth. 
o 30 September - Number of radio licences reaches 12 million "or roughly every 
second home in the country". 


e 1931 
o 2 June -First live outside broadcast with transmission of The Derby.“ 


e 1932 
o 15 March - The first radio broadcast is made from Broadcasting House. 


o 15 May - Broadcasting House, the BBC's headquarters and home to its main 
radio studios, is officially opened. 

o 22 August - The first, experimental television broadcast is made from 
Broadcasting House. 

o 19 December - The Empire Service (precursor of the World Service) launches, 
broadcasting on shortwave from Daventry's Borough Hill. 

o 25 December - King George V becomes the first monarch to deliver a Christmas 
Day message by radio, on the Empire Service. 


1933 
o No events. 


1934 
o 7 October - The new high-power long-wave transmitter at Droitwich takes over 
from Daventry 5XX as the main station radiating the BBC National Programme. 


1935 
o No events. 


1936 
o 2 November - The BBC opens the world's first regular high-definition television 
service, from Alexandra Palace. 


1937 

o 24 April - The very first children's television show For the Children. 

o 12 May - First use of TV outside broadcast van, to cover the procession that 
followed the coronation of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. 

o 21 June - The BBC broadcasts television coverage of the Wimbledon Tennis 
Championships for the first time. 

o 16 September - The BBC makes the world's first live television broadcast of a 
football match, a specially arranged local mirror match derby fixture 
between Arsenal and Arsenal reserves. 


1938 
o 3 January - The BBC begins broadcasting its first foreign-language radio service, 
in Arabic. 


o 30 April - The BBC broadcasts television coverage of the FA Cup for the first 
time. 

o 27 September - Start of the European Service on radio, broadcasting in French, 
German and Italian. Portuguese and Spanish are added before the start of 
the Second World War. 


1939 

o Creation of BBC Monitoring 

o 1 September - The BBC Television Service is suspended, about 20 minutes after 
the conclusion of a Mickey Mouse cartoon (Mickey's Gala Premiere), owing to the 
imminent outbreak of the Second World War and amid fears that the VHF 
transmissions would act as perfect guidance beams for enemy bombers 
attempting to locate central London. Additionally, the service's technicians and 
engineers will be needed for such war efforts as the development of radar. On 


radio, the National and Regional Programmes are combined to form a 
single Home Service. 


1940s[edit] 


e 1940 
o 7 January - Start of the BBC Forces Programme on radio, precursor of the post- 
war Light Programme. 
o 11 May - The BBC starts a news service in Hindi. 


e 1941 
o The BBC European Service moves to Bush House in Central London. 


e 1942 
o 29 January - The first edition of Desert Island Discs is broadcast on the BBC 
Forces Programme. 


e 1943 
o No events. 


e 1944 
o 27 February - BBC General Forces Programme replaces the BBC Forces 
Programme (also broadcast on shortwave). 


e 1945 
o 29 July - Regional radio programming resumes on the Home Service (on the 
same medium-wave frequencies as used pre-war by the Regional Programme), 
while on the same day a new Light Programme begins, using the long-wave 
frequency of the pre-war National Programme. 
o 9 October - The first edition of Today in Parliament is broadcast. 


e 1946 
o 7 June - BBC Television broadcasts (405 lines) resume after the war including the 
coverages of cricket and Wimbledon Tennis. One of the first programmes shown 
is the Mickey Mouse cartoon from 1939. 
o 29 September - The Third Programme starts broadcasting on radio. 


e 1947 

o 7 October - Adelaide Hall singing at a RadiOlympia variety show is the oldest 
surviving telerecorded programme in Britain.2% 

o 9 November - First use of telerecording of an outside broadcast: the Service of 
Remembrance from the Cenotaph is televised live, and a telerecording shown 
that evening.“ 

o 20 November - The wedding of Princess Elizabeth and Philip Mountbatten, Duke 
of Edinburgh is televised by the BBC.“ It is watched by an estimated 400,000 
viewers. 


e 1948 
o 29 July - The London Olympic Games is televised. 


o 26 December - The first Reith Lecture is broadcast on radio. 


e 1949 
o 17 December - For the first time television extends beyond London when 
the Sutton Coldfield transmitter starts broadcasting, providing television 
reception across the Midlands. 


1950s[edit] 


e 1950 
o 21 May - Lime Grove television studios open. 
o 27 August - First live television from the European continent, using BBC outside 
broadcast equipment. 


e 1951 
o 1 January - First broadcast of The Archers, now the world's longest-running soap 
opera. 


o 12 October - Television extends to the north of England following the switching 
on of the Holme Moss transmitting station. 


e 1952 
o 14 March - Television becomes available in Scotland for the first time following 
the switching on of the Kirk o'Shotts transmitting station. 
o 15 August - Television becomes available in Wales for the first time following the 
switching on of the Wenvoe transmitting station. 


e 1953 

o 1 May - Television becomes available in Northern Ireland for the first time 
although initially from a temporary transmitter, brought into service in time for 
the Queen's Coronation. A permanent mast at Divis is brought into service in 
1955. 

o 2 June - The coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in Westminster Abbey is televised 
by the BBC and watched live by an estimated audience of 20 million people in 
the United Kingdom. 

o 11 November - The first edition of Panorama is presented by Daily Mail reporter 
Pat Murphy. Panorama is the world's longest-running current affairs programme 
and retains a peak-time slot to this day. 

o Watch With Mother, the iconic pre-schoolers strand, debuts. It was replaced with 
the see saw branding in 1975. 


e 1954 
o 11 January - The very first in-vision weather forecast is broadcast, presented 
by George Cowling. Previously, weather forecasts had been read by an off- 
screen announcer with a weather map filling the entire screen. 
o 5 July - BBC newsreader Richard Baker reads the first televised BBC News 
bulletin. 


o 30 December - The first BBC Sports Personality of the Year award takes place. 

1955 

o 2 May - The BBC begins broadcasting its radio service on VHF (FM), using 
the Wrotham transmitter. 

o September - Kenneth Kendall becomes the BBC's first in-vision newsreader, 
followed by Richard Baker and Robert Dougall. 

o 10 October - Alexandra Palace begins test transmissions of a 405-line colour 
television service. 

1956 

o 28 March - Television transmissions begin from the new Crystal Palace site in 
south London. 

o The BBC broadcasts a trade test colour film for the first time. 

1957 

o 16 February - Six-Five Special first Rock and Roll programme first broadcast 
(16/2/57 - 27/12/58) 

o The first broadcast of Test Match Special takes place, providing listeners with 
ball-by-ball cricket commentary for the first time. 

o 24 April- The Sky at Night, a monthly astronomy programme presented by Sir 
Patrick Moore, is first broadcast. 

o 24 September- The first programmes for schools are broadcast. 

o September - The first broadcasts of regional news bulletins took place. 

o 30 September - Launch of Network Three, a strand of adult-education 
broadcasts transmitted on the frequencies of the Third Programme in the early 
part of weekday evenings. 

o 25 December - First TV broadcast of the Queen's Christmas Day message. 

1958 

o The BBC introduces a new 3 box system logo. The logo featured slanted lettering 
within upright boxes. 

o 14 April — The newly magnetic videotape machine Vision Electronic Recording 
Apparatus or VERA for short, was given a live demonstration on-air 
in Panorama where Richard Dimbleby seated by a clock, talked for a couple of 
minutes about the new method of vision recording with an instant playback, and 
then the tape was wound back and replayed. The picture was slightly watery, 
but reasonably watchable, and instant playback was something completely new. 

o 5 May - First experimental transmissions of a 625-line television service. 

o 10 October - First broadcast of the United Kingdom's multi-sport television 
show Grandstand. 

o 16 October - First broadcast of the United Kingdom's longest-running children's 
television show Blue Peter. 

1959 

o The BBC North East and Cumbria region is created with localised bulletins 


from Newcastle-upon-Tyne aired for the first time. Previously, the area was part 
of a pan-Northern region based in Manchester. 


1960s[edit] 


(BB; 


e 1960 

o 26 March - BBC Television televises the Grand National for the first time. 

o 19 June - Nan Winton becomes the BBC's first national female newsreader. 

o 29 June - BBC Television Centre opens. 

o 8 October - The BBC Television Service is renamed as BBC TV. 

e 1961 
o No events. 
e 1962 

o 4 January - Popular sitcom Steptoe and Son begins. 

o 27 June - The Pilkington Committee on Broadcasting publishes its report into the 
future of UK broadcasting. Long its recommendations are the introduction of 
colour television licenses, that Britain's third national television channel should 
be awarded to the BBC and that the BBC should extend its activities to the 
creation of local radio stations in order to prevent the introduction of commercial 
radio. 

o 28 August - Experimental stereo radio broadcasts begin. 

o The BBC runs a series of closed circuit experiments in local radio from a variety 
of locations across England.22 

e 1963 

o The BBC Logo had to improve to slant the boxes with the lettering. 

o 30 September - A globe is used as the BBC Television Service's logo for the first 
time. 

o 23 November - First broadcast of the world's longest-running science fiction 
television programme, Doctor Who. 

e 1964 

o 1 January - First broadcast of Top of the Pops pop and rock music television 
show. 

o 20 April - BBC2 starts broadcasting (on 625 lines). The existing BBC Television 
Service is renamed BBC1. 

o 22 August - First broadcast of top flight football television show Match of the 
Day. 

e 1965 

o 22 March - Launch of the daytime BBC Music Programme on the frequencies of 
Network Three / the Third Programme. 

o 1 May - The General Overseas Service is renamed the BBC World Service. 

o 10 October - A new service for Asian immigrants begins broadcasting. The 


programming consists of a weekly television and radio programme broadcast on 
Sunday mornings.” 


1966 

o 17 April - The first regular stereo radio transmissions begin, from 
the Wrotham transmitter. 

o A government White Paper paves the way for the launch of a small number 
(eight) of two-year experimental BBC Local Radio stations." 


1967 

o 25 June - The first worldwide live satellite programme, Our World, featuring the 
Pop band, the Beatles, is televised. 

o 1 July - Regular colour TV transmissions (625 lines) begin on BBC2, starting with 
the Wimbledon tennis championships. 

o 30 September - BBC Radio 1 is launched, as a response to the threat from pirate 
radio station broadcasts of popular music. At the same time, the Light 
Programme, the third network (Network Three / the Third Programme), and the 
Home Service are renamed Radios 2, 3 and 4 respectively. 

o 23 October - Service Information is broadcast for the first time. 

o 8 November - The BBC launches its first local radio station when BBC Radio 
Leicester launches. 

o 15 November - BBC Radio Sheffield launches. 


o 22 November - BBC Radio Merseyside launches. 

o 2 December - BBC2 becomes the first television channel in Britain to broadcast 
in colour. 

1968 


o 31 January - BBC Radio Nottingham launches. 
o 14 February - BBC Radio Brighton launches. 
o 14 March - BBC Radio Stoke launches. 
o 25 March - BBC regional television from Leeds began and the first edition 
of Look North is broadcast. Previously, the Yorkshire area had been part of a 
wider North region based in Manchester. 
24 June - BBC Radio Leeds launches. 
3 July - BBC Radio Durham launches. 
o 31 july - 
= The first episode of Dad's Army is broadcast. 
= BBC Radio Durham launches. 


(e) 


(e) 


1969 

o 10 July - The BBC publishes a report called "Broadcasting in the Seventies" 
proposing the reorganisation of programmes on the national networks and 
replacing regional broadcasting on BBC Radio 4 with BBC Local Radio. 

o 9 September - The first edition of Nationwide is broadcast. 

o 19-20 September - BBC News relocates from Alexandra Palace in North London 
to BBC Television Centre in West London. 

o 15 November - BBC1 starts broadcasting in colour (simultaneous with 
rival ITV). First appearance of the Mirror Globe, coloured blue on black. 

o BBC Local Radio is made permanent after the two-year experiment is judged to 
have been a success. 


1970s[edit] 


e 1970 

o Nine BBC Local Radio stations launch - BBC Radio Newcastle (2 Jan), BBC Radio 
Manchester (10 Sept), BBC Radio Bristol (September), BBC Radio London (6 
Oct), BBC Radio Oxford (29 October), BBC Radio Birmingham (9 Nov), BBC Radio 
Medway (18 December), BBC Radio Solent (31 Dec) and BBC Radio Teesside (31 
December). 

o 4 April - BBC Radio's sports coverage transfers from BBC Radio 3 to BBC Radio 2. 

o 14 September - Robert Dougall presents the first edition of the BBC Nine O'Clock 
News. The programme, launched in response to ITN's News at Ten, was 
controversially moved to 10 pm in 2000. 

e 1971 

o The BBC logo's boxes rounds off the corners and increases the spaces. 

o The first programmes for the Open University are broadcast. 

o 26 January - BBC Radio Blackburn launches. 

o 25 February - BBC Radio Humberside launches. 

o 29 April - BBC Radio Derby launches. 

e 1972 

o 4 April - The first edition of Newsround is broadcast. 

o 25 August - When the government restricted the BBC to twenty local radio 
stations, the corporation responds by closing BBC Radio Durham. Its resources 
are transferred to Carlisle where BBC Radio Carlisle, now BBC Radio Cumbria, 
was formed. 

o 2 October - Following a recent law change, BBC1 and ITV are allowed to begin 
broadcasting a full afternoon schedule with both broadcasters now broadcasting 
non-stop from lunchtime. BBC1's afternoon schedule launches with the first 
edition of a new lunchtime magazine programme Pebble Mill at One. 

o 4 November - Radios 2 and 4 begin broadcasting in stereo in South East 
England. Stereo was rolled out to the rest of the country over subsequent years. 

e 1973 

o 4 January - The pilot episode of Last of the Summer Wine airs. The regular 
series, which begins on 12 November, becomes the longest-running sitcom in 
the world, running for 37 years. 

o 24 August - BBC2 broadcasts a trade test colour film for the final time, having 
done so during daytime closedowns to provide colour broadcasting in these 
intervals for use by television shops and engineers (the 'trade') to adjust their 
television sets. 

o 10 September - Newsbeat bulletins air on BBC Radio 1 for the first time. 

o 24 November - BBC Radio Carlisle launches. 

o 17 December - The British government imposes early close downs of all three 


television channels in the UK from 17 December 1973 in order to save electricity 


during the Three Day Week crisis. The early close downs forced BBC1 and BBC2 
to end their broadcasting day at 10.30pm. The restrictions were lifted 
temporarily on Christmas Eve to allow the public to enjoy festive programming. 
The restrictions recommenced on Monday 7 January 1974. The restrictions 
ended on 8 February 1974. 


1974 


(0) 


7 January - A two-minute mid-afternoon regional news summary is broadcast 
on BBC1 for the first time. It is transmitted immediately before the start of the 
afternoon's children's programmes. 


o 1 April - BBC Radio Teesside is renamed BBC Radio Cleveland. 

o 23 September - Teletext service Ceefax goes live. 

o December - The BBC1 Mirror globe changes colour from blue on black to yellow 
on blue. 

1975 

o 1 January - BBC Radio Ulster is launched. 

o 4 January - Due to cutbacks at the BBC, BBC Radio 2's broadcasting hours are 
cut back, with the station now starting their day at 6.00am instead of 5.00am, 
and their broadcasting day concluding at around 12.33am instead of 2.02am. 
Later in the autumn of 1975, BBC Radio 2 would end their day slightly earlier at 
around 12.10am, except on Saturdays and Sundays when the station would 
continue until around 12.33am. These cutbacks would remain until 1978, 
however at Christmas 1975, 1976 and 1977 BBC Radio 2 hours were extended 
over the festive season. 

o 6 January - Due to these cutbacks, BBC1 stops broadcasting programmes on 
weekday early afternoons. Consequently, apart from schools programmes and 
live sport, the channel now shows a trade test transmission between 2pm and 
the start of children's programmes, and when not broadcasting actual 
programmes, BBC2 begins fully closing down on weekdays between 11.30am 
and 4pm. 

1976 

o September - The credits of each programme produced by the BBC reveals the 
copyrighted years in roman numerals for the first time. 

1977 

o 3 January - BBC Radio Cymru is launched. 

o 9 May - BBC Radio Orkney and BBC Radio Shetland launch as opt-out stations 
from BBC Radio Scotland. 

o 19 October - The first edition of a new weekly magazine programme for Asian 
women, Gharbar, is broadcast. The programme had only been intended to run 
for 26 weeks but continued for around 500 weeks, finally ending in April 1987.22 

o 25 December - The Morecambe & Wise Christmas Show on BBC1 attracts an 
audience of more than 28 million, one of the highest ever in UK television 
history. 

1978 

o The BBC organises its first Young Musician of the Year competition. 

o 24 May - Nationwide airs the famous Skateboarding duck report. 


o 23 November - 

= All BBC national radio stations change their medium or long wave 
transmission wavelength as part of a plan for BBC AM broadcasting in order 
to improve national AM reception, and to conform with the Geneva 
Frequency Plan of 1975.24 Radio 1's transmission wavelength is moved from 
247m (1214 kHz) to 275 & 285m (1053 & 1089 kHz) medium wave. Radio 
2's wavelength is moved from 1500m (200 kHz) long wave to 433 & 330m 
(693 & 909 kHz) medium wave. Radio 3 is moved from 464m (647 kHz) to 
247m (1215 kHz) medium wave. Radio 4 is moved from various medium 
wavelengths to 1500m (200 kHz) long wave. 

= The shipping forecast transfers from BBC Radio 2 to BBC Radio 4 so that the 
forecast can continue to be broadcast on long wave. 

= The Radio 4 UK Theme is used for the first time to coincide with the network 
becoming a fully national service for the first time and to underline this the 
station officially becomes known as Radio 4 UK, a title that remains until mid 
1984. 

o November - Due to Radio 4's transfer from medium wave to long wave, BBC 
Radio Scotland and BBC Radio Wales launch as full time stations on Radio 4's 
former Scottish and Welsh medium wave opt-out wavelengths of 370m 
(810 kHz) and 340m (882 kHz) respectively, albeit initially with very limited 
broadcast hours due to very limited coverage of BBC Radio 4 on FM in both 
countries. 

o 21-22 December - The BBC is crippled by its most famous 24-hour strike, which 
leads to record viewing figures for ITV. BBC1 and BBC2 television are off the air 
on 21 and 22 December. On 22 December the unions called out their radio 
colleagues on strike, meaning BBC Radio 1, 2, 3 and 4 were "collapsed" into one 
emergency "All Network Service" from 4.00pm until the end of their 
broadcasting day at 2.05am. The strike was settled by 10.00pm on 22 December 
with a pay increased awarded to BBC staff. BBC Television and Radio stations 
resumed normal broadcasting on 23 December. 


e 1979 

o 27 January - BBC Radio 2 closes down for the last time. 

o 1 March - BBC2 unveils its computer generated ident, the first computer- 
generated ident in the world. The second such ident is unveiled by US 
broadcaster NBC. 

o 27 August - The murder of Lord Mountbatten by the IRA sets a record audience 
of 26 million for a news bulletin. Strike action at ITN led to the record viewing 
figures. 

o 11 September - BBC Radio Foyle launches as an opt-out station from BBC Radio 
Ulster. 

o 25 September - The first edition of Question Time is broadcast. 


1980s[edit] 


e 1980 
o 28 January - Newsnight is launched. 
o February - BBC Radio Deeside is launched as an opt-out service from BBC Radio 
Wales. 


o March - The very first in-vision Ceefax transmissions are broadcast. Three 30- 
minute transmissions are aired at various points during weekday daytime 
downtime. 

o Summer - Due to the continued expansion of BBC Local Radio, regional opt-out 
programming on BBC Radio 4 ends, apart from in the south west as this is now 
the only part of England still without any BBC local station. 

o 8 September - Watchdog is launched as a weekly slot on BBC1's news magazine 
programme Nationwide. 

o 11 September - BBC Radio Norfolk launches. 

o September - Regional peaktime continuity on BBC1 ends and with it the 
weeknight closedown regional news bulletin. 

o 11 November - BBC Radio Lincolnshire launches. 

o 21 November - The charity appeal Children in Need is launched. 

1981 

o 17 May - Sunday Grandstand launches. It broadcasts during the summer months 
on BBC2.41 

o 4 July - BBC Radio Blackburn expands to cover all of Lancashire and is renamed 
accordingly. 

o 29 July - The Wedding of Charles, Prince of Wales and Lady Diana Spencer is 
produced by BBC Television & Radio with an audience of 750 million viewers and 
listeners in over 60 countries. Welsh Actor Richard Burton and Scottish writer, 
actor & royal expert Tom Fleming are among the commentators. 

o Autumn - BBC Micro is produced for BBC Computer Literacy Project. 

o 4 September - The final edition of the Midday News is broadcast. 

o 5 September - The BBC1 Mirror globe changes colour from yellow on blue to 
green on blue. 

o 7 September - News After Noon is launched as a 30-minute lunchtime news 
programme, replacing the much shorter Midday News. 

o October - BBC Radio Deeside is expanded to cover all of north east Wales and is 
renamed BBC Radio Clwyd. 

o 23 October - The last ever teatime block of Open University programmes are 
transmitted. From the 1982 season, only a single Open University programme is 
aired at 5.10pm, ahead of the start of the channel's evening programmes. 

o 23 November - BBC Radio Birmingham expands to cover the West 
Midlands, South Staffordshire, north Worcestershire and north Warwickshire and 
is relaunched as BBC WM. 

1982 

o March - The BBC proposes to launch a satellite television service following the 
Corporation being awarded two of the five DBS satellite channels.2% 

o 15 and 16 March - BBC Local Radio starts broadcasting to the Channel 
Islands when BBC Radio Guernsey and BBC Radio Jersey launch. 

o 1 May - BBC Radio Cambridgeshire launches. 

o 25 May - BBC Radio Carlisle expands to cover all of Cumbria and is renamed 
accordingly and as part of the expansion, BBC Radio Furness launches as an opt- 
out service. 

o 20 June - The BBC relaunches its Sunday morning programme for the Asian 


community when Asian Magazine replaces Apna Hi Ghar Samajhiye which had 
been on air since 1968.24 


o September - The BBC World Service becomes available to UK listeners for the 
first time, albeit only in south east England. 

o 1 October - After 32 years on air, Listen with Mother is broadcast on BBC Radio 
4 for the final time. 

o 1 November - BBC-produced Welsh-language programming is transferred 
from BBCI to the new S4C channel. 

o 23 December - Service Information is broadcast for the final time. 

o 31 December - The last remaining opt-out regional programming on BBC Radio 
4 ends when the final edition of Morning Sou'West is broadcast, ahead of the 
launches of BBC Radio Devon and BBC Radio Cornwall. 

1983 

o January - BBC1 starts broadcasting a full afternoon service, consisting of regional 
programmes, repeats and old feature films. 

o 17 January - 
= Breakfast Time, the UK's first national breakfast television service, is 

launched, ahead of the ITV franchise TV-am, which follows on 1 February. 
= BBC Radio Devon and BBC Radio Cornwall launch. 

o late February/early March - BBC1 begins broadcasting a 30-minute Ceefax slot 
prior to the start of Breakfast Time. It is called Ceefax AM. It is first mentioned in 
the Radio Times on 21 March.22 

o 18 April - BBC Radio Gwent launches as an opt-out service from BBC Radio 
Wales. 

o 2 May - From today Pages from Ceefax is broadcast during all daytime downtime 
although BBC2 continues to fully close down for four hours after Play School. The 
broadcasts are still known as Ceefax in Vision and were not listed in the Radio 
Times until 7 January 1984 when they became known as Pages from Ceefax.'!231 

o 2 July - BBC Radio Medway is expanded to cover all of the county of Kent and is 
renamed accordingly. 

o 4 July - BBC Radio York launches on a permanent basis - the station had been on 
air briefly the previous May to cover the visit to York of Pope John Paul Il. 

o 5 August - The final edition of Nationwide is broadcast. 

o 16 September - BBC2 closes down during the day for the final time - all future 
daytime downtime is filled by Pages from Ceefax. 

o 19 September - Programmes for schools and colleges are transferred 
to BBC2 and an all-day educational strand called Daytime on Two is launched. 
Consequently, the morning broadcast of Play School transfers to BBC1. 

o 22 October - BBC Radio Brighton expands to cover all of Sussex and is renamed 
accordingly. 

o 24 October - Sixty Minutes launches as the new evening news programme to 
replace Nationwide. 

o Autumn - Shortly after the Home Secretary announced that the three remaining 


satellite channels would be given to the Independent Broadcasting 

Authority (IBA) to allow the private sector to compete against the BBC, the BBC 
starts talking with the IBA about a joint project to help cover the cost. The 
Government subsequently gives permission and a consortium emerges 
consisting of the BBC, Granada, Anglia Television, Virgin, Thorn-EMI, Pearson 
Longman and Consolidated Satellite Broadcasting. The BBC holds a 50% stake in 
the consortium. 


1984 

o The BBC conducts five trials of citywide community stations in Greater 
Manchester. Each trial lasts for a few weeks and was on air for a few hours each 
day, opting out of BBC Radio Manchester. The experiment has not been 
repeated. 

o 27 July - The final edition of Sixty Minutes is broadcast. 

o 3 September - First broadcast of the Six O'Clock News on BBC1. The programme 
continues to this day. 

o 5 October - The last ever teatime Open University programme is broadcast on 
BBC2. However Open University programmes continue to be shown on BBC2 on 
weekday lunchtimes on an ad-hoc basis until 1988. 

o 8 October - BBC2 launches a full afternoon service, consisting of repeats 
of Dallas and old feature films. 

o 18 November - The BBC launches its first Sunday lunchtime political interview 
show, called This Week, Next Week. It is replaced in 1988 by On the Record. 

o December - BBC1 stops broadcasting a late night news summary. 


1985 

o 3 January - The last day of transmission using the 405 lines system. 

o 7 January - The BBC ends its experiment with afternoon broadcasting and from 
this date afternoon Pages from Ceefax is shown on BBC1 between the end of 
lunchtime programmes and the start of children's programmes, and on BBC2 
Ceefax pages are shown continuously between 9am and 5.25pm apart from 
when Daytime on Two is in season and when sporting events are being shown. 

o 23 January - Television coverage of proceedings in the House of Lords begins. 

o 18 February - BBC1 is given a major relaunch, along with the introduction of a 

new ident, the COW (Computer Originated World). Also, computerised weather 

maps were used for the first time for all weather forecasts - prior to this date 
computerised maps had only been used during Breakfast Time. 

19 February - EastEnders premieres on BBCI. 

March - The charity appeal Comic Relief is launched. 

23 April - BBC Radio Shropshire launches. 

May - The consortium which has been planning to launch satellite television in 

the UK, of which the BBC is part, collapses on costs grounds.2! 

o 24 June - BBC Radio Bedfordshire launches. 

o 13 July - Live Aid is broadcast to the world on BBC1 and BBC Radio 1, the first 
broadcast of its kind. 

o 2 September - A regional news bulletin following the Nine O'Clock News is 
launched. 

o 9 September - The weekday afternoon block of children's programming is 
rebranded as Children's BBC, and for the first time the children's block has 
dedicated idents and an in-vision presenter. Previously children's programming 
had been introduced by BBC1's team of regular duty announcers. 

o 1 October - BBC Radio nan Gàidheal launches. 


O O OO© 


1986 
o 30 March - BBC2 receives a new look with the word TWO. 


o 1 April - All commercial activities of the BBC are now handled by BBC Enterprises 
Ltd. 
o 24 October - The final edition of News After Noon is broadcast. 


27 October - BBCi starts a full daytime television service. Among the new 
programmes is a new lunchtime news bulletin - the One O'Clock News. The 
programme continues to this day. Before today, excluding sport and special 
events coverage, BBC1 had closed down at times during weekday daytime, 
broadcasting trade test transmissions and, from May 1983, Pages from 
Ceefax. BBC2 also expands its programming hours, providing a full afternoon 
service but it wasn't until the end of the decade that BBC2 was on air all day 
every day. 

5 November - BBC Essex launches. 

8 December - Six weeks after launching its daytime service, BBC TV starts 
broadcasting hourly news summaries. Morning bulletins are shown on BBC1 and 
early afternoon summaries (at 2 pm, 3 pm and 3:50 pm) are shown on BBC2. 
Each bulletin is followed by a weather forecast. 

28 December - After more than 20 years, BBC radio's national programme for 
the Asian community, Apna Hi Ghar Samajhiye (Make Yourself at Home), and 
broadcast on Sunday morning on BBC Radio 4, ends. 


1987 


(0) 


(0) 


The BBC World Service launches BBC 648 from the Orfordness transmitting 
station. The service provides a tailor-made service for northern Europe featuring 
some French and German programming programmes interwoven with the main 
output in English.25 

22 June - The BBC's lunchtime children's programme moves from BBC1 to BBC2. 
It is shown slightly earlier, at 1:20 pm. 

25 July - The first edition of a new weekly programme for the Asian 

community, Network East, is broadcast. It replaces Asian Magazine and Gharbar, 
which had ended three months earlier.22 

31 October - BBC Radio 1 starts broadcasting on VHF in London. 


1988 


(0) 


11 April - BBC Somerset Sound launches as an opt-out station from BBC Radio 

Bristol. 

1 September - 

= BBC External Services is renamed the World Service. 

= Radio 1 starts regular broadcasts on VHF/FM in Scotland, northern England, 
the Midlands, and south Wales, Avon and Somerset. 22 FM coverage is rolled 
out across the rest of the UK in stages over the next few years. 

20 September - The Radio Data System (RDS) launches, allowing car radios to 

automatically retune, display station identifiers and switch to local travel news. 

3 October - BBC Radio Gloucestershire launches. 

7 October - BBC Radio London stops broadcasting and is replaced on 25 October 

by BBC GLR. 

30 October - 

= The Asian Network launches as a 70 hours-a-week service on the MW 
transmitters of BBC Radio Leicester and BBC WM. 

= BBC GMR replaces BBC Radio Manchester. 

Autumn - The BBC takes its first tentative steps into later closedowns - 

previously weekday programmes ended no later than 12:15 am and weekend 

broadcasting had finished by 1:30 am. 


o Regular late evening weeknight programming starts to appear on BBC Local 
Radio. The programming tends to be regional rather than local with the same 
programme networked on several local stations. Consequently, stations are now 
starting to provide local/regional programming on weeknights until midnight. 
Previously stations had ended local programming by mid-evening, handing over 
to BBC Radio 2 until the following morning. 

e 1989 

o 14 February - BBC Hereford and Worcester launches. 

o 4 March - BBC Wiltshire Sound launches. 

o 1 April- The BBC launches BBC TV Europe, a subscription-based pan-European 
television station. 2% 

o May - The BBC Night Network is launched on the BBC's six local radio stations in 
Yorkshire and north east England. The service broadcasts seven nights a week 
from 6.05pm (6pm at the weekend) until 12midnight. Two years later the service 
is expanded to include the BBC's four stations in the north west. 

o 19 June - For the first time, BBC2 broadcasts during the morning when not 
showing Daytime on 2. Programmes begin at 10 am, as opposed to lunchtime. 

o 29 September - The final edition of Breakfast Time is broadcast. 

o 2 October - The first edition of BBC Breakfast News is broadcast. 

o 21 November - Television coverage of proceedings in the House of 
Commons begins. 

1990s[edit] 


e 1990 


(0) 


17 January - BBC CWR launches. 


o 25 March -At 7 pm BBC Radio 2 becomes available on FM 24/7 for the first time 
after the final ever ‘borrow’ of its FM frequencies by BBC Radio 1. 

o 12 April - BBC Radio Suffolk launches. 

o 27 August - BBC Radio 5 begins broadcasting on BBC Radio 2's MW frequencies. 
BBC Radio's sports coverage transfers to the new station from Radio 2 and 
educational and children's programmes transfer from Radio 4 FM. Consequently, 
BBC Radio 2 becomes the first national BBC station to broadcast exclusively on 
FM and the full BBC Radio 4 schedule becomes available on FM for the first time. 

o 5 September - The new BBC building at White City opens. 

e 1991 

o 7 January - The BBC East Midlands region is created and the first edition of East 
Midlands Today is broadcast. 

o 16 January - Radio 4 News FM starts Gulf War broadcasts on BBC Radio 
4 FM frequencies. 

o 16 February - BBC1 and BBC2 receive new idents generated from 


laserdisc, BBC1 with a '1' encased in a swirling globe, and BBC2 with eleven 
idents based around the numeral '2'. 


o 2 March - Radio 4 News FM closes and BBC Radio 4 returns to FM. 

o 11 March - The BBC launches its first global television station - BBC World 
Service Television. In Europe it replaces BBC TV Europe. 

o March - After nearly eight years on air, BBC Radio Gwent closes. 

o 1April - The BBC becomes the statutory authority for issuing television licences, 
assuming the responsibility of licence fee collection and enforcement. 

o 15 April - The World Service Television News service is launched. Unlike World 
Service radio which is funded by direct grant from the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, WSTV is commercially funded and carries advertising, 
which means that it cannot be broadcast in the UK. 

o 1 May - BBC Radio 1 begins 24-hour transmission, but only on FM - Radio 1's MW 
transmitters still close down overnight, between 12 midnight and 6 am. 

o 31 July - The BBC's Lime Grove Studios close. 

o 31 August - BBC television starts officially broadcasting in stereo using 
the NICAM system. (Some transmitters had been broadcasting in stereo since 
1986, but these were classified as tests.) 

o 16 September - The main BBC Radio 4 service moves from long wave to FM as 
FM coverage has now been extended to cover almost all of the UK - Radio 4 
didn't become available on FM in much of Scotland and Wales until the start of 
the 1990s. Opt-outs are transferred from FM to long wave. 

o 14 October - World Service TV launches its Asian service. 

o 14 November - BBC Radio Surrey launches. 


1992 

o 21 January - BBC Select is launched as an overnight subscription service 
and BBC Radio Berkshire launches. 

o 29 February - BBC Radio 3 ceases broadcasting on medium wave (AM). 

o 17 April - BBC Radio Nottingham ends transmissions on one of its MW 
transmitters. BBC Radio Cleveland, BBC Radio Northampton and BBC Radio 
Oxford also stop broadcasting on MW.22 

o 1November - The satellite TV channel UK Gold, run by the BBC with Thames 
Television, starts broadcasting. 

o BBC Local Radio stations start broadcasting the BBC World Service rather 
than BBC Radio 2 when not on air. 


1993 

o 5 April - BBC Radio Bedfordshire expands to cover the counties 
of Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire and is renamed BBC Three Counties 
Radio. 

o 13 April - For the first time all BBC News programmes have the same look 
following a relaunch of all of the main news bulletins. 

o 26 April - BBC Dorset FM launches as an opt-out service from BBC Radio Devon. 

o Autumn - BBC GLR stops broadcasting on MW.24 Also, BBC GMR stops 
broadcasting on MW. 

o October - BBC Radio Clwyd closes, although news opt-outs continue until 2002. 


1994 

o 27 March - BBC Radio 5 ends transmission. 

o 28 March - BBC Radio 5 Live, a dedicated news and sport network, starts round- 
the-clock broadcasts. 


o 13 April - First BBC website created for the BBC2 series The Net. This is followed 
a month later by the launch of the subscription-based BBC Networking Club. 

o 1 July - BBC Radio 1 ceases broadcasting on medium wave (AM) at 9 am. 

o July - Arabic Television television service launched with funding from the Saudi 
Arabian Mawarid Group. 

o 1 August - BBC Radio Surrey and BBC Radio Sussex merge to form BBC Southern 
Counties Radio. 

o 19 September - The BBC launches a weekday lunchtime business, personal 
finance and consumer news programme. Called Working Lunch, the programme 
is broadcast on BBC2 for 42 weeks each year. 

1995 

o 16 January - BBC World Service Television was renamed as BBC World it was 
launched as an international free-to-air news channel on 26 January at 
19:00 GMT. 

o 30 January - BBC Prime launches as a local encrypted variety and light 
entertainment channel by BBC Enterprises. 

o May - BBC Radio CWR closes as a stand-alone station and becomes an opt-out 
of BBC Radio WM. 

o 27 September - The BBC begins regular Digital Audio Broadcasting, from 
the Crystal Palace transmitting station.2! 

o 9 October - BBC Learning Zone is launched. 

o BBC Enterprises, the BBC's commercial arm, is restructured as BBC 
Worldwide Ltd. 

1996 

o March - BBC Dorset FM closes and is replaced by a rebroadcast of BBC Radio 
Solent with localised news bulletins. 

o 9 April - BBC Radio Oxford and BBC Radio Berkshire merge to form BBC Thames 
Valley FM. 

o 21 April - Arabic Television closes down when the Saudi backer pulls out 
following a row over coverage of the execution of a princess accused of adultery. 

o June - Radio 1 starts live streaming on the internet.22 

o 7 june - The BBC is restructured by the Director-General, John Birt. In the new 
structure BBC Broadcast will commission programmes, and BBC Production will 
make them. 

o 13 October - BBC Television shows live Formula One for the final time following 
ITV's acquisition of the rights from 1997 onwards (Formula One returns to the 
BBC in 2009). The BBC also loses the rights to the FA Cup and England football 
internationals to ITV and England rugby union internationals to Sky at around the 
same time, and later loses the rights to English cricket to Channel 4. 

o 4 November - The Asian Network expands into a full-time station when it 
increases the number of hours on air from 80 hours a week to 126 hours a week 
(18 hours a day). The station, which broadcasts on the MW frequencies of BBC- 
Radio Leicester and BBC WM, is renamed BBC Asian Network. Consequently, 
Radios Leicester and WM become FM only stations. 

o 29 December - What was billed as the last ever episode of Only Fools and 


Horses before the new millennium is watched by 24.35 million viewers, the 
largest ever TV audience for a sitcom. 


(0) 


During 1996, www.bbc.co.uk becomes the home of the Corporation's online 
activities. 


1997 


(0) 


(0) 


The BBC broadcasts the much praised "Perfect Day" corporate advertisement, 
featuring 27 artists singing lines of Lou Reed's original. The song later becomes 
a fund-raising single for Children in Need. 

28 February - The BBC sells its transmitters and transmission services to Castle 
Transmission Services for £244 million, to help fund its plans for the digital age. 
March - The BBC and Flextech agree on a deal to provide several BBC-branded 
channels - BBC Showcase, for entertainment; BBC Horizon, for documentaries; 
BBC Style, for lifestyle; BBC Learning, for schools, and BBC Arena, for the arts - 
plus three other channels: BBC Catch-Up, for repeats of popular programmes 
within days of their original transmission, a dedicated BBC Sport channel and a 
TV version of Radio 1.25 

6 September - The funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales is broadcast on BBC Radio 
& Television and aired to over 200 countries worldwide. Nearly 3 billion viewers 
and listeners watch the ceremonies. In the US, BBC's coverage is aired on A&E 
and CSPAN Cable Networks. David Dimbleby hosts the coverage with Tom 
Fleming narrating the service inside Westminster Abbey. 

4 October - Current corporate identity adopted. At a reported cost of £5m the 
new logo was introduced due to the increase in digital services, as it is designed 
to be more visible at small size it is better suited for use in websites and on 
screen "DOGs." On Screen Identities changed, with BBC One adopting 

the Balloon Idents, and BBC Two retaining their 2's used from 1991, with new 
legend. 

4 November - BBC News Online, a web-based news service, launches. 

8 November - BBC One closes down for the very last time as from the following 
day, BBC News 24 broadcasts during the channel's overnight hours. 

9 November - BBC News 24, the Corporation's UK television news service, 
launches at 17.30. 

December - BBC Online is officially launched. 


1998 


(0) 


February - Sunday Grandstand becomes a year-round programme. Previously it 

had only broadcast between May and September. 

August - The BBC's domestic TV channels become available on Sky Digital's 

satellite service. An unintended consequence of this is that people in the rest of 

Europe can now watch BBC One and Two, using viewing cards from the UK, as 

the signal is encrypted for rights reasons. This applies even within the UK: 

people in England can now watch BBC channels from Scotland, Wales and 

Northern Ireland, and vice versa. 

23 September - 

= The BBC launches BBC Choice, its first new TV channel since 1964, available 
only on digital TV services. 

= Following its purchase of the cable-only Parliamentary Channel, the BBC 
launches BBC Parliament on digital satellite and analogue cable with an 
audio feed of the channel on DAB. 

15 November - Public launch of digital terrestrial TV in the UK. 

BBC Radio 5 Live replaces the BBC World Service as BBC Local Radio's overnight 

downtime filler. 


e 1999 


o BBC 648, which provided French and German language content for northern 
Europe from the Orfordness transmitting station, ends with the closure of the 
BBC's German service.£4 - the French for Europe service had closed in 1995. 
ea Consequently, all programming from this transmitter was in English only. 

o 10 May - BBC network news relaunched with new music, titles and a red and 
ivory set. This design was used for the 25 October relaunch of News 24, 
enhancing cross-channel promotion of the service. 

o 20 May - The BBC's digital teletext service starts. 

o 1 June - BBC Knowledge starts broadcasting on digital services. 

o 20 June - The BBC broadcasts live cricket for the final time when it shows live 
coverage of the 1999 Cricket World Cup Final, bringing to an end of sixty years 
of continuous cricket coverage on the BBC. The terrestrial rights transfer 
to Channel 4.2% 

2000s[edit] 
e 2000 

o 14 February - BBC Thames Valley FM closes and BBC Radio Oxford and BBC 
Radio Berkshire relaunch as separate stations although Radio Berkshire operates 
as an opt-out service of Radio Oxford. 

o 25 March - BBC GLR closes and is relaunched as BBC London Live 94.9. 

o 20 May - Due to the loss of many major sports rights in recent years, the BBC 
does not broadcast this week's edition of Grandstand - ITV was showing the FA 
Cup Final. Apart from when Christmas Day fell on a Saturday or a major 
national event taking place, this had been the first time that Grandstand had not 
been broadcast on a Saturday afternoon since the programme's inception in 
1958. 

o 15 September - Final edition of Breakfast News on BBC One and BBC News 24, 
the last conventional news broadcast in the morning. 

o 2 October - The first edition of BBC Breakfast is broadcast, the new morning 
show on BBC One and News 24 from 6:00-9:30. (9:00 on BBC News 24). 

o 13 October - Final edition of the BBC Nine O'Clock News on BBC One. 

o 16 October - The BBC Ten O'Clock News launches on BBC One amid controversy, 
having been moved from 9 pm to cash in on the axing of ITN's News at Ten the 
previous year. 

o 16 October - Oxfordshire, once part of the South East, becomes part of South 


Today. 


e 2001 


o 3 March - A bomb explodes outside Television Centre. The blast was later 
attributed to dissident Irish Republican terrorists and it is suggested the 
BBC Panorama programme which named individuals as participants in the 
Omagh bomb was the motive. 

o 3 September - As part of a major reorganisation of the BBC's south east 
region, Kent and Sussex get their own news programme, South East Today, 
replacing Newsroom South East. 

o 1 October - BBC London News is launched as a London-only news programme. 

o October - BBC Three Counties Radio launches opt-out programming for the 
county of Buckinghamshire. 

o 5 November - BBC 2W is launched, broadcasting on digital services in Wales on 
weekday evenings. 

o 19 November - Last showing of the then-current BBC Two idents. These set of 
idents would have ended in 1997 with BBC One's ident change but due to 
popularity the 1991 idents continued only with a new BBC logo and some newer 
ident sets. The new idents were Ivory 2's, interacting in a yellow world, with 
Purple box logo, the first BBC Channel to have one. 


2002 

o 2 February - BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra is launched. 

o 11 February - The CBBC and CBeebies channels begin broadcasting. 

o 2 March - BBC Four is launched at 19:00 in a simulcast with BBC Two. It 
replaces BBC Knowledge. 

o 11 March - BBC 6 Music is launched. 

o 29 March - BBC One rebrands with the controversial Rhythm and Movement 
Idents, including dancers in red dancing in different locations. The red box logo 
was also used for these idents. For the first time in 39 years, a globe is not 
included in the presentation. 

o 16 August - BBC Radio 1Xtra is launched. 

28 October - BBC Asian Network launches as a national station. 

o 30 October - BBC Parliament launches on digital terrestrial television, having 
previously only been available as an audio-only service. However capacity 
limitations mean that the picture is squeezed into just one quarter of the screen. 

o 11 November- 
= The first edition of East Yorkshire and Lincolnshire edition of BBC Look 

North is broadcast, while the Leeds-based Look North programme now covers 
West, North and South Yorkshire and the North Midlands. 
= BBC Radio Swindon outputs from the renamed BBC Radio Wiltshire begin. 
o 15 December - BBC Radio 4 Extra is launched as BBC7. 


(e) 


2003 

o 9 February - BBC Three is launched at 19:00 in a simulcast with BBC Two. It 
replaces BBC Choice. 

o 8 December - BBC News 24 is relaunched with a new set and titles, as well as a 
new Breaking News sting. Networked news on BBC One and Two remains with 
the same titles though the set was redesigned in a similar style to that of the 
new News 24. 


2004 


o 28 January - Publication of the Hutton Inquiry, and subsequent resignation of the 
Chairman Gavyn Davies. 

o 30 January - Resignation of the Director General, Greg Dyke. Mark Byford takes 
over as acting Director General. 

o 16 February - Network news titles are relaunched in the style of BBC News 24, 
introduced two months earlier. 

o 17 May - Appointment of Michael Grade as new Chairman. 

o 21 May - Appointment of Mark Thompson as new Director General. 

o 1 October - BBC Technology, incorporating the BBC's Broadcast Engineering 
division, is sold to Siemens AG Business Services for approximately £200m, and 
a £2bn, 10-year outsourcing contract. 

2005 

o 20 March - Mark Thompson announces staff of 27,000 to be cut by 3,780. 

o 26 March - Doctor Who returns to the air, sixteen years after the last full series 
was broadcast. 

o 23 May - Over one third of staff join strike in response to job cuts, dropping 
programmes. 

o 1 August - BBC Broadcast, formerly Broadcasting & Presentation and responsible 
for the playout and branding of all BBC Channels, is sold to Creative Broadcast 
Services, owned by the Macquarie Capital Alliance Group and Macquarie Bank. It 
is renamed Red Bee Media on 31 October. 

o 3 November - BBC Coventry & Warwickshire returns as a stand-alone station. 

o December - The Czech and Polish sections of the BBC World Service cease to 
exist. Eight other sections are to follow soon. 

2006 

o 3 April - BBC GMR changes its name back to BBC Radio Manchester. 

o 23 April - The "Radio 4 UK Theme" is used for the final time. It is replaced by a 
news bulletin. 

o 27 May - The BBC's first scheduled HDTV broadcast on BBC HD 

o 14 August - The One Show is first broadcast on BBC One, initially as a four-week 
trial. It is seen as a modern-day version of highly popular series Nationwide with 
the programme resulting in popular journalism returning to BBC One's early 
evening schedule. The programme returned on a permanent basis the following 
July. 

o 1 September - BBC Entertainment replaces BBC Prime in global markets. 

o 7 October - BBC One rebrands from the Rhythm and Movement idents to the 
current "Circle" Idents, which acts as a link to the classic globe icon used for 
almost 40 years and as a symbol of unity. 

o 13 November - BBC Parliament broadcasts in full screen format for the first time 
on the Freeview service, having previously only been available in quarter screen 
format.“ The BBC eventually found the bandwidth to make the channel full- 
screen after receiving "thousands of angry and perplexed e-mails and letters", 
421 not to mention questions asked by MPs in the Houses of Parliament itself 

o 28 November - Resignation of Chairman Michael Grade, to join ITV. 

o 1 December - BBC HD channel is officially launched after around eighteen 
months of trial broadcasts. 

o 16 December - After more than 35 years, BBC Two airs the final Open 


University course-related television broadcast. With Open University course 


content now available through media such as podcasts and DVDs it is deemed 
no longer necessary for the programmes to be aired on television. However, the 
Open University continues to make programming for a broader audience, with 
series including Coast and Child of Our Time m=" 


o 31 December - The BBC's then-current Royal Charter and Agreement expires. 
e 2007 
o 22 January - BBC News 24 is relaunched with new titles and new Astons. 
o 28 January - The final edition of Grandstand is broadcast. 
o 18 February - BBC Two rebrands from the yellow 2's, to the Window on the 
World 2's. 
o July - BBC Knowledge launched as a global channel by BBC Worldwide. 
o 11 August - BBC Radio Cleveland is rebranded as BBC Tees due to its 
broadcasting area no longer being associated with the name Cleveland. 
o 3 September - CBBC identity relaunched, with its third marketing campaign 
since the launch of the CBBC Channel. 
o 20 October - BBC Switch, a teenage block of shows is launched to cater for the 
under-served 12- to 16-year-olds, launches. 
o 3 December - BBC Somerset Sound is rebranded as BBC Somerset and becomes 
available on FM for the first time.?2 
o 25 December - BBC iPlayer, an online service for watching previously aired 
shows, is launched. 
e 2008 
o 22 January - BBC Three has its identity relaunched, showcasing new shows such 
as Lily Allen and Friends. 
o 11 March - BBC Arabic Television launches. 
o 21 April - BBC News 24 and BBC World are renamed BBC News and BBC World 
News respectfully. 
o 19 September - BBC Alba, a Scottish Gaelic language digital television channel, 
launched through a partnership between BBC and MG Alba. 
e 2009 
o 2 January - BBC 2W closes. 
o 14 January - The BBC's Persian language TV channel is launched. 
o 30 March - BBC Southern Counties Radio closes resulting in the return of BBC. 
Surrey and BBC Sussex as stand-alone separate stations. 
o 4 April - BBC Radio Swindon, which had opted out of BBC Radio Wiltshire, is 
closed. The two stations are merged as BBC Wiltshire. 
2010s/edit] 
e 2010 
o 19 February - EastEnders celebrates 25 years with a special live edition, where 
the murderer of Archie Mitchell is revealed. Over 16 million viewers tuned in to 
find Stacey Slater to be the killer. 
o 30 July - BBC Two broadcasts its final Working Lunch. 
o 3 November - BBC One HD; a high-definition simulcast of a national version of 


BBC One is launched across all digital platforms. 


o 18 December - BBC Switch is switched off. 

2011 

o 27 March - Due to budget cuts, transmission of the BBC World Service on 
648 kHz MW ends. The transmissions, from the Orfordness transmitting 
station in Suffolk, had been on air since 1982 and had provided coverage of the 
World Service to much of northern Europe. 

o 2 April- BBC7 is relaunched as BBC Radio 4 Extra. 

2012 

o 7 March - Brighton moves from South region, to South-East region, after 
the Meridian digital switch-over. 

o May - BBC Somerset launches as a full-time station. 

o 12 July - The BBC World Service relocates to Broadcasting House after 70 years 
at Bush House. 

o 27 July-12 August - The 2012 Summer Olympics take place and with the 
exception of news programming BBC One is devoted entirely to live coverage of 
the Games and BBC Radio 5 Live operates a temporary station - 5 Live Olympics 
Extra - to provide additional coverage of the Games. 

o 17 August - BBC Radio Kent, BBC Radio Lincolnshire, BBC Radio 
Merseyside and BBC Radio Nottingham stop broadcasting regular programmes 
on medium wave. It's part of a five week trial to find out if listeners will miss or 
complain about the lack of AM services.“® At the end of the trial, the BBC decides 
that BBC Radio Nottingham's MW transmitter and Radio Kent's relay at Rusthall 
near Tunbridge Wells, will remain off-air. 

o 17 September - George Entwistle is appointed as Director-General. 

o 3 October - Broadcast of Exposure:The Other Side of Jimmy Saville which 
uncovered allegations of sexual abuse by Jimmy Savile. 

o 23 October - 
= The BBC's teletext service Ceefax is switched off following all regions 

switching to digital broadcasting. The very last Pages from 
Ceefax transmission had taken place two days earlier. 
= BBC One Northern Ireland commences broadcasting in HD. 

o 10 November - George Entwhistle resigns as Director-General, to be replaced 
temporarily by Tim Davie. Entwistle's 54-day tenure as Director-General is the 
shortest in the Corporation's history. 

o 14 November - 90th anniversary broadcast at 17:33. 

o 22 November - Tony Hall is announced as the new Director-General, taking the 
post in March 2013. 

o 21 December - CBBC and CBeebies both air on BBC One for the last time. 

o Atthe end of 2012 the BBC loses the rights to show horse racing. This brings to 
an end a relationship between the BBC and televised horse racing which dates 
back to the 1950s. 

2013 

o 4 January - CBBC and CBeebies both air on BBC Two for the last time. 

o 7 January - The debut of a national networked evening programme on BBC Local 


Radio, hosted by former Classic FM presenter Mark Forrest.4“4 The show, 
introduced as part of cost-cutting measures, replaces all local programming, 
apart from local sport coverage. 


o 14 January - BBC One Scotland commences broadcasts in HD. 

29 January - BBC One Wales commences broadcasts in HD. 

o 26 March - BBC Two commences broadcasting in HD following the closure of BBC 
HD. 

o 31 March - BBC Television Centre closes in Shepherd's Bush with the majority of 
TV services moved to Broadcasting House in central London. 

o 5 April - BBC Monitoring moves to Licence Fee funding. 

o 8 July - After eight years, BBC Local Radio returns to Dorset when a breakfast 
show for the county, as an opt-out from BBC Radio Solent, is launched. 

o 25 October - The BBC hosts 100 Women, a day of debate and discussion across 
radio, television and online featuring a hundred women from around the world. 

o 10 December - HD broadcasts begin for BBC Three, BBC Four, BBC 
News, CBBC and CBeebies. 


(e) 


2014 

o The BBC broadcasts the much praised "God Only Knows" corporate 
advertisement, featuring 21 artists singing lines of The Beach Boys' original. The 
song also became a fund-raising single and an advertisement for BBC Music for 
the first time since "Perfect Day" in 1997 for Children In Need. 

o 6 March - The BBC announce that BBC Three will become internet-only from 
February 2016, in an effort to save £90m. Their plans were approved on 26 
November 2015 

o 30 August - Rona Fairhead becomes the first woman to be appointed as Chair of 
the BBC Trust. 


2015 
o 6 October - After 27 years, the name BBC Radio London returns to the airwaves 
following a name change from BBC London 94.9. 


2016 

o 16 February - BBC Three closes as a linear channel and becomes an over-the- 
top Internet television service although all of the long-form programmes 
commissioned for BBC Three are to be shown at a later date on BBC One. 

o 19 February - BBC Radio Bristol stops broadcasting on MW following the sale of 
the land, on which the transmitter was located, to developers. 

o 31 March - BBC Three fully closes down on all digital television platforms - it had 
carried promotional information regarding the BBC Three internet service since 
16 February. 

o 11 April - CBBC extends its broadcast hours from 7 pm to 9 pm, using capacity 
which had previously been used by BBC Three. 


2017 
o 2 April- The BBC Trust is closed at the expiry of the 2007 Royal Charter, which 
had a 10-year lifespan. The Trust is replaced by the BBC Board. 


2018 

o 15 January - The MW transmissions of BBC Radios Sussex, Surrey, Humberside, 
Wiltshire, Nottingham, Kent and Lincolnshire end and MW coverage for BBC 
Devon, Lancashire and Essex is reduced. Altogether a total of 13 MW 
transmitters are switched off. “sss 


28 January - After nearly 78 years on air, The Sunday Hour is broadcast on BBC 


Radio 2 for the final time. 


8 May - Another long running BBC Radio 2 programme ends when, ahead of 
schedule changes, The Organist Entertains is broadcast for the final time after 
49 years on air.& 

12 July - The BBC announces cut-backs to BBC Parliament. The channel will now 
close down in the weeks when no UK parliamentary bodies are in session and all 
programmes made especially for the channel will end.&2! 

10 October - The BBC announces it has reversed the planned cuts to the output 
of BBC Parliament, but warns of possible future cuts to other services in order to 
save £500m before 2021-22. 

24 October - The FM frequency of BBC Radio 3 at more than 30 relay 
transmitters in Wales is reallocated to BBC Radio Wales. Consequently, the reach 
of Radio Wales on FM increases from 79% to 91% but Radio 3's FM availability in 
Wales falls to 92%. 

1 November - BBC Sounds is launched. 

29 November - HD versions of BBC Two Wales and BBC Two Northern Ireland 
start broadcasting. 28 


2019 


(0) 
(0) 


17 February - Ahead of the launch of BBC Scotland, BBC Two Scotland closes. 
19 February - Virgin Media becomes the first platform to stop broadcasting some 
BBC channels in standard definition when it removes the standard definition 
feeds of BBC Four, BBC News, CBBC and CBeebies .& 

24 February - BBC Scotland launches. It broadcasts between 7:00 p.m. and 
midnight and includes an hour-long 9:00 p.m. newscast called The Nine.) 

51 Between noon and 7:00 p.m., the channel simulcasts BBC Two but with BBC 
Scotland continuity, thereby accommodating the daytime sport and politics 
programming opt-outs which had been displaced following the closure of BBC 
Two Scotland. 

16 September - The BBC announces that the BBC Red Button teletext service 
will be switched off in early 2020. 

18 November - The BBC announces plans to close its red button text service by 
the end of 30 January 2020. 
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This is a timeline of the history of non-flagship BBC television channels, i.e., BBC 
channels that have initially appeared on cable or satellite or digital television. The list 
excludes events from BBC One and BBC Two, unless they also relate to one of the other 
channels. 


1990s[edit] 
1996 [edit] 


e The BBC holds talks with Flextech and BSkyB” about a partnership to launch a new 
range of channels. The BBC later decides not to pursue any partnership with BSkyB. 


1997 [edit] 


e March - The BBC and Flextech agree on a deal to provide several BBC-branded 
channels - BBC Showcase, for entertainment; BBC Horizon, for documentaries; BBC 
Style, for lifestyle; BBC Learning, for schools, and BBC Arena, for the arts - plus 
three other channels: BBC Catch-Up, for repeats of popular programmes within days 
of their original transmission, a dedicated BBC Sport channel and a TV version 
of Radio 1.4 

e 9 October - The Department of Culture, Media and Sport gives the BBC permission 
to offer its forthcoming 24-hour news channel free to cable operators, thus breaking 
a monopoly that had previously been held by Sky News.“ 

e 1 November - Three of the proposed BBC/Flextech channels - UK Horizons, UK 
Style and UK Arena - launch but they use the ‘UK’ prefix because Flextech wanted 
these channels to carry adverts but the BBC did not. BBC Showcase/Catch-Up and 
BBC Learning are removed from the venture, and launch the following year as BBC 
Choice and BBC Knowledge respectively. The proposed TV version of Radio 1 
eventually launches as a music and comedy channel called UK Play but with no 
connection to Radio 1, and plans for the sports channel come to nothing. 

e 9 November - At 6.00 pm, BBC News 24 is launched. It is the BBC's first new UK 
channel since BBC Two in 1964. It is only available full time via cable. 


1998 [edit] 


e 10 June - The BBC switches on its digital signal, doing so to coincide with the start of 
the 1998 FIFA World Cup. The technology will be showcased at a number of public 
venues over the summer, before the launch of the BBC's first digital television 
channel, BBC Choice, in the autumn. 

e 23 September - 

o BBC Choice, the UK's first digital-only TV station, launches at 12noon. 


o Following its purchase of the cable-only Parliamentary Channel, the BBC 
launches BBC Parliament on digital satellite and analogue cable with an audio 
feed of the channel on DAB." 


1999 [edit] 


1 June - The educational channel BBC Knowledge launches at 5pm. 

29 September - The European Commission rejects a complaint from BSkyB that the 
licence fee funding of BBC News 24 is illegal under EU law because it amounts to 
state funding.” 

25 October - Relaunch of BBC News 24 with a new set design.2% 

29 November - From today, children's programming is broadcast all day on BBC 
Choice. Branded CBBC on Choice, children's programming is broadcast on the 
channel every day from 6am until 7pm. 


2000s/edit] 
2000 (edit! 


June - BBC Choice and BBC Knowledge are reformatted to focus on more specific 
audiences. Knowledge adopts a broader documentary and culture mix and Choice 
focusing on developing a stronger relationship with the young adult audience, an 
audience the BBC had historically had difficulty in reaching. Many of its original 
programmes, such as Backstage, were replaced with shows aimed at younger 
people, with most of the early part of the schedules being made up of fifteen-minute 
programmes under the banner of "Refreshing TV" or "Micro TV". Entertainment news 
magazine "Liquid News", presented by Christopher Price, evolved out of News 24's 
"Zero 30" and became the channel's flagship show. 

2 October - Rather than continuing to broadcast its own breakfast news programme, 
BBC News 24 begins to simulcast BBC One's breakfast programme, which on this 
day is revamped and relaunched as BBC Breakfast. 

6 August - It is reported that the BBC is considering a reorganisation of their digital 
channels to replace BBC Choice and BBC Knowledge with BBC Three and BBC Four. 


14 November BBC Parliament's audio feed on DAB is closed down. 


2001 [edit] 


BBC Choice's national late night outputs are abandoned - BBC Choice Northern 
Ireland closes on 30 March. 

16 July - A one-minute news summary called 60 Seconds launches on BBC Choice. 
October - BBC Choice is further tilted towards youth programming, showcasing the 
kind of content that will be shown on BBC Three. 

19 November - The BBC announces details of two forthcoming digital channels for 
children to be launched in Spring 2002. CBeebies will be aimed at preschool 
children, while CBBC will offer programming for a slightly older audience. The digital 
channels will have a budget of £40 million. “222 


2002[edit] 


e 11 February - Two new BBC children's channels, CBeebies (aimed at children under 
6) and CBBC (aimed at children aged 6-12) launch.24251 

e 2 March - BBC Knowledge ceases transmission in the early hours (the first BBC 
channel to permanently close) with BBC Four launching to replace it at 7.00 pm. The 
opening night is simulcast on BBC Two." 

e 10 April - BBC Four airs lan Curteis's The Falklands Play, in which Patricia 
Hodge plays the role of Margaret Thatcher during the Falklands War.2448! The play 
was originally written in 1986, but shelved by the BBC because of an upcoming 
general election, and the play's perceived pro-Thatcher stance. The play has 
separate radio and television versions (airing on Radio 4 on 6 April), and gives BBC 
Four an audience of 174,000, the channel's highest audience since its launch.2 

e 3 June - BBC Parliament broadcasts archived programming for the first time when it 
reruns the BBC's coverage of the Queen's Coronation as part of the Golden Jubilee 
Weekend. 

e 7 September - Following the success of its rerun of the BBC's coverage of 
the Queen's Coronation, BBC Parliament replays coverage of archive BBC general 
election coverage for the first time. The first to be shown is the coverage of the 
results of the 1979 general election and the following day the channel shows the 
results programme of the 1997 general election. These reruns have subsequently 
been a mainstay of the channel ever since and are usually shown to co-inside with 
anniversaries of their original transmissions. 

e September - BBC Three is finally given the go-ahead after the BBC submitted a 
revised proposal for the new channel, It raised the target age range to 25-34 and 
increased the amount of factual, news and arts programming. It had previously been 
refused over worries that it would be too similar to rival channels such 
as E4, ITV2 and Sky 1. 

e 6 October - BBC Choice's Liquid News is relaunched with a new studio and graphics, 
and new presenting team Claudia Winkleman and Colin Paterson.2%21 

e 30 October - BBC Parliament launches on digital terrestrial television, having 
previously only been available as an audio-only service. However capacity 
limitations mean that the picture is squeezed into just one quarter of the screen. 


2003 [edit] 


e 8 February - After more than four years on air, BBC Choice closes. Its final night is 
given over to previews of its replacement, BBC Three. 

e 9 February - After a long delay, BBC Three launches. The opening night 
is Simulcast on BBC Two. 

e 27 November - The BBC unveils a revamped version of its news channel in an 
attempt to make it appear more dynamic to viewers. Changes include a new studio 
set and redesigned branding and graphics.2! 

e 8 December - BBC News 24 is relaunched with a new set and titles, as well as a new 
Breaking News sting. Networked news on BBC One and Two remains with the same 
titles though the set was redesigned in a similar style to that of the new News 24. 
The relaunch had been scheduled for the previous Monday (1 December), but was 
delayed due to a power failure the week before which had disrupted work on the 
new set. 24251 


2004 [edit] 


e 15 January - BBC Four begins a six-part adaptation of the Alan Clark Diaries, 
starring John Hurt and Jenny Agutter. The series concludes on 17 February, and is 
later repeated on BBC Two. 2#122I281 

e 1 April - BBC Three's entertainment news programme Liquid News ends.2! 

e 14 May - BBC Four Controller Roly Keating is appointed to succeed Jane Root as 
Controller of BBC Two.” 


2005 (edit) 


e 27 January - Holocaust Memorial Day and the 60th anniversary of the liberation 
of Auschwitz concentration camp are observed in the UK. BBC Two and BBC News 24 
air Auschwitz Remembered, a special news programme providing coverage of 
memorial events.24 

e 2 April - Digital channel BBC Four broadcasts a live re-make of the famous 1953 
science-fiction drama The Quatermass Experiment. The production is the first live 
drama broadcast by the BBC for over twenty years, and draws BBC Four's second 
highest audience to date, with an average of 482,000 viewers. 

e 4 April - BBC Four airs Speak No Evil - The Story of the Broadcast Ban, a 
documentary recalling the 1988 broadcasting restrictions imposed by 
the Government of Margaret Thatcher on organisations in Northern Ireland believed 
to support terrorism.22 

e 30 September - CBBC identity relaunched, with its second marketing campaign 
since the launch of the CBBC Channel. 

e 2 December - BBC Three's weeknight news bulletin The 7 O'Clock News is broadcast 
for the final time. It is axed following a report which a report into the BBC's digital 
output 8! claimed that the show "achieves nothing and attracts tiny audiences". 


2006 (edit) 


e 13 November - BBC Parliament broadcasts in full screen format for the first time on 
the Freeview service, having previously only been available in quarter screen 
format.2" The BBC eventually found the bandwidth to make the channel full-screen 
after receiving "thousands of angry and perplexed e-mails and letters",2= not to 
mention questions asked by MPs in the Houses of Parliament itself. 


2007 [edit] 


e 22 January - BBC News 24 is re-branded with new titles and on-screen graphics. 
e 3 September - CBBC identity relaunched, with its third marketing campaign since 
the launch of the CBBC channel. 


2008 [edit] 


e 24 March - BBC Four broadcasts a revived, special two-hour-long episode of the 
1960s satire The Frost Report.24 

e 21 April - As part of a major rebranding of BBC News, BBC News 24 becomes 
the BBC News Channel. 

e 19 September - BBC Alba, a Scottish Gaelic language digital television channel, is 
launched through a partnership between the BBC and MG Alba. 


e 1 October - BBC Four Controller Janice Hadlow is appointed Controller of BBC Two, 
replacing outgoing incumbent Roly Keating from November.24 


2009 [edit] 


e No events. 


2010s[edit] 
2010 (edit! 


e 15 February - Fiona Armstrong and Julia Somerville join the BBC News Channel as 
regular presenters. They will later be joined by Zeinab Badawi and Carole Walker as 
the BBC seeks to fight accusations that it has an ageist policy.2# 

e 23 June - Following the previous day's emergency budget statement, David 
Cameron and Nick Clegg are questioned by a live audience on its potential impact. 
The programme Britain's Economy: Cameron and Clegg Face the Audience is 
presented by Nick Robinson and aired on the BBC News Channel and BBC Two,.2" 

e 15 October - BBC Three Controller Danny Cohen is named as the new Controller of 
BBC One, replacing Jay Hunt.42 

e 20 October - The Chancellor of the Exchequer, George Osborne, announces that 
part of the responsibility for funding the Welsh language channel S4C is to be 
transferred to the BBC.“ 


2011 [edit] 


e 7 April - Top of the Pops returns to television in its former Thursday evening slot 
as BBC Four begins airing old episodes from 1976, the point at which the 
broadcaster's full archive of shows begins.“ 


201 2(edit] 


e 27 July-12 August - BBC Three's hours are temporarily extended so that it can 
provide alternative live, all-day coverage of the 2012 Olympic Games. Also, BBC 
Parliament is removed from Freeview for the duration of the Games to provide an 
additional red button feed for digital terrestrial viewers. 

e 4 October - BBC Four pulls two planned repeats of Top of the Pops from its schedule 
following recent allegations made against Jimmy Savile. The shows, which featured 
Savile as presenter, are part of the channel's weekly rerun of archive editions, which 
have been airing since last year.4“2 

e 21 December - After 27 years, CBBC airs on BBC One for the last time. All of the 
children's programmes would become exclusive to their dedicated 
channels, CBBC and CBeebies." 


2013 [edit] 


e 9 January - BBC Four confirms that its reruns of Top of the Pops will continue with 
episodes from 1978, but that editions featuring Jimmy Savile will not be aired. msme 
e 1 April - Responsibility for the funding of S4C begins to transfer to the BBC.“4 


e 8 May - BBC Two Controller Janice Hadlow takes temporary control of BBC 
Four following the departure of Richard Klein to become head of TIV factual 
programming.2! 

e 7 June - Queen Elizabeth Il opens the BBC's rebuilt Broadcasting House, creating a 
memorable television moment when she appears behind the BBC News channel's on 
air newsreaders. 41 

e 29 October - The BBC announce that The Sky at Night will be shown exclusively 
on BBC Four from 2014, ending a 54-year run on the Corporation's flagship channel. 
150] 

e 10 December - The BBC launches five new high-definition simulcasts of BBC 
News, BBC Three, BBC Four, CBBC and CBeebies.=4 


2014 [edit] 


e 5 February - Janice Hadlow will step down as joint Controller of BBC Two and BBC 
Four to take up a new role in charge of "special projects and seasons" at the BBC. =! 

e 5 March - A celebrity campaign is launched to save BBC Three amid reports that the 
channel will become an online only channel to cut costs, 22154! 

e 6 March - BBC Director-General Tony Hall confirms BBC Three will close in Autumn 
2015, and shift its content online. Subject to the approval of the BBC Trust, the plans 
will also allow an extra £30m to be spent on drama for BBC One and a BBC One 
+1 service. 

e 11 April - Kim Shillinglaw is named Controller of BBC Two and BBC Four, 
replacing Janice Hadlow.& 

e 2 June - Sam Bickley is appointed as acting editor of BBC Three, and will take up the 
position when Zai Bennett relinquishes the role to join Sky Atlantic in July.&4 

e 24 July-3 August - BBC Three's hours are temporarily extended so that it can 
provide alternative live, all-day coverage of the 2014 Commonwealth Games. 

e 5 December - The BBC Trust announces plans for a full public consultation into its 
proposed closure of BBC Three.@! 

e 7 December - Jeremy Paxman is confirmed as the presenter of Churchill: The 
Nation's Farewell, an hour-long documentary to air in January 2015 to coincide with 
the 50th anniversary of the State funeral of Winston Churchill, held on 30 January 
1965. BBC Parliament will air television coverage of the funeral in real time on 30 
January .& 

e 10 December - Further details of plans to move BBC Three online are unveiled, 
where the channel will broadcast 24 hours a day and have an emphasis on comedy 
and long form content. Subject to the approval of the BBC Trust, a BBC One + 
1 service will occupy the channel space vacated by BBC Three, while CBBC's daily 
airtime will be extended by two hours. 


2015 /edit] 


e 20 January - In an attempt to save BBC Three from closure, the Avalon Group 
and Hat Trick Productions approach the BBC Trust with an offer to buy the channel. 
[61] 


e 16 February - The BBC unveils a series of new arts programmes, which will air in 
primetime slots. They include a new BBC Two series titled Artsnight and a one off 
debate, Artists Question Time, presented by Kirsty Wark, which will air on BBC Four. 
[62] 


e 17 February - Campaigners against BBC plans to close BBC Three and move it online 
deliver a petition to the BBC Trust.) 


23 April - Plans to move BBC Three online are postponed until 2016 while the BBC 
waits for approval from the BBC Trust.™! 

1 June - Outside Source and Business Live make their debut on the BBC News 
Channel after being launched on BBC World News in February 2014 and March 2015 
respectively. 

6 June - World News Today is included in the weekend schedule of the BBC News 
Channel, airing at 9.00pm. 

8 June - Daniel Radcliffe and Lena Headey are among 750 signatories from the world 
of film and television to put their name to a petition urging the BBC Trust to reverse 
its decision to turn BBC Three into an online only service. 

25 June - After the Women's World Cup proves popular with viewers, and having 
increased BBC Three's viewership, the BBC switches coverage of England's 27 June 
quarter final match against Canada to BBC One. 

30 June - The BBC Trust provisionally approves plans to move BBC Three online from 
January 2016.4 At the same time the Trust also recommends rejecting plans for a 
BBC One timeshift channel because it "fails the public value test and should be 
rejected". The announcement of BBC Three's potential fate prompts Jimmy 
Mulville and Jon Thoday—who offered £100m to save the channel—to urge John 
Whittingdale to review the decision and link it with negotiations for the Corporation's 
charter renewal. Mulville and Thoday also threaten to invoke a judicial review if BBC 
Three's closure is confirmed. 

4 July - BBC Three airs the third place play-off of the women's World Cup between 
England and Germany. 

9 September - The CBBC Channel airs a 60-minute programme celebrating thirty 
years of The Broom Cupboard, the studio from which CBBC continuity 

programming was broadcast. The programme features past CBBC presenters, 
including Andi Peters, Philip Schofield, Zoë Ball and Edd the Duck.” 

15 September - BBC Director-General Tony Hall tells the Culture, Media and Sport 
Select Committee that there are no plans to close CBBC or CBeebies.” 

26 November - The BBC Trust approves proposals to close BBC Three, making it an 
online service from February 2016, but on the proviso that its programmes are aired 
on BBC One and BBC Two." Plans are also approved to extend the broadcasting 
hours of the CBBC channel from 7.00pm to 9.00pm, with the Trust suggesting 
parents unhappy with the decision should use the off button. 


2016/edit] 


4 January - The BBC confirms 16 February as the date on which BBC Three will begin 
its transition to an online only channel. A new logo for the channel is introduced. 
19 January - BBC One controller Charlotte Moore is appointed to the newly created 
role of controller of BBC TV channels and iPlayer, while Kim Shillinglaw, current 
controller of BBC Two and BBC Four is to leave the BBC and her position abolished.2 
15 February - BBC Three's final night on air sees it repeating episodes of some of its 
most popular series, including The Mighty Boosh and Family Guy. The final 
programme, aired in the early hours of 16 February, is a repeat of an episode 

of Gavin & Stacey. BBC Three becomes an online channel from 16 February.” 

7 June - S4C resumes high definition broadcasting, having been forced to close its 
previous HD service in 2012 due to budget cuts.) 

6-21 August - BBC Four's hours are temporarily extended so that it can provide 
alternative live coverage of the 2016 Olympic Games. 


22 August - Research conducted by commercial TV marketing 

body Thinkbox suggests that the BBC experienced a 20% drop in younger viewers in 
the months following the closure of BBC Three, while channels such 

as ITV2 and E4 have benefited in terms of viewers from BBC Three's disappearance 
from the airwaves.” 

7 September - It is agreed that the BBC will provide £74.5m a year funding to S4C 
from the licence fee until 2022.8% 


2017 edit] 


10 February - BBC Four acquires its first Canadian drama, the six part Cardinal, a 
detective series based on Giles Blunt's 2002 novel Forty Words for Sorrow. The 
series will air later in the year. 

4 March - The BBC launches an investigation after a group of five intruders gained 
access to a studio at Broadcasting House during a live broadcast of the BBC News 
channel the previous evening. The individuals were not seen on air and left of their 
own accord. £2! 

5 May - BBC Four airs the documentary Classic Albums: Carly Simon - No Secrets in 
which Carly Simon sings the words of a fourth verse she penned for her 1972 hit 
"You're So Vain" for the first time. However, the documentary does not shed any 
light on the song's subject.) 

9 November - The BBC News channel celebrates its 20th anniversary. 


2018 /edit] 


26 January - The BBC announces plans for a classical music season, which will 
include Our Classical Century, a BBC Four series featuring major classical 
performances of the past one hundred years.®! 

23 February - BBC Four broadcasts a special one-off live edition of The Old Grey 
Whistle Test to mark thirty years since the original series came to an end. The three- 
hour programme is presented by Bob Harris. 

29 March - The UK Government announces that it will continue providing £6.72m of 
funding for S4C until 2020, with the aim of S4C being funded wholly from the licence 
fee from 2022.®2 This will see S4C's funding being decided as part of the licence fee 
settlement, for 10 year periods.24 

12 July - The BBC announces cut-backs to BBC Parliament. The channel will now 
close down in the weeks when no UK parliamentary bodies are in session and all 
programmes made especially for the channel will end.2# 

10 October - The BBC announces it has reversed planned cuts to the output of BBC 
Parliament, but warns of possible future cuts to other services in order to save 
£500m before 2021-22 .81 

25 October - Research conducted by TV regulator Ofcom reveals that only 8% of 
younger viewers watch BBC Three content each week.& 

22 November - BBC Four airs a one-off 90-minute special live and interactive edition 
of Tomorrow's World. The programme is presented by two of the original 
presenters, Maggie Philbin and Howard Stableford, as well as Dr. Hannah Fry. 

23 December - BBC Four airs After the Screaming Stops, a 90-minute documentary 
about the 2017 reunion of 1980s pop band Bros. The documentary is initially 
watched by fewer than 250,000 viewers, but later becomes one of the 2018 
Christmas television highlights thanks to its popularity on BBC iPlayer. 


2019[edit] 


e 17 February - BBC Two Scotland closes in preparation for the launch of the BBC 
Scotland channel. Viewers in Scotland can still watch the national version of BBC 
Two, with regional content aired by BBC Two Scotland being transferred to the new 
channel.: 

e 19 February - Virgin Media removes the standard definition versions of the non- 
flagship BBC television channels except BBC Parliament due to that channel 
currently not broadcasting in high definition. 

e 24 February - A new BBC Scotland channel launches and replaces BBC Two 
Scotland. 

e 25 February - BBC Scotland launches its weekday flagship news programme The 
Nine. 

e 27 February - Launch of The Debate, BBC Scotland's weekly political debate show. 

e 3 May - BBC Four airs a one-off feature length edition of the 1960s television 
programme Jazz 625 live from the Cheltenham Jazz Festival. The programme airs 
in black-and-white, making it the first live black-and-white television broadcast since 
the 1970s. 


See also[edit] 


e Timeline of BBC One 
e Timeline of BBC Two 
e Timeline of the BBC Television Service 
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This is a timeline of the history of the BBC Television Service, from events preceding its 
launch in 1936 until its renaming as BBC One in 1964 upon the launch of BBC Two. 


1920s[edit] 


e 1929 


o November - The BBC and John Logie Baird begin daily experimental broadcasting 
of 30-line television transmissions using the BBC's 2LO transmitter. m2 


1930s[edit] 


e 1930 
o 14 july - First television drama broadcast, a production of Luigi Pirandello's The 
Man With the Flower in His Mouth by the BBC from Baird's studios at 133 Long 
Acre, London, directed by Val Gielgud. 


e 1931 
o No events. 
e 1932 


o 2 August - The BBC starts a regular television service, using John Logie Baird's 
30-line system. 
e 1933 
o 21 April - The first television revue, Looking In, is shown on the BBC. The first 
four minutes of this programme survive on a Silvatone record, an early method 
of home video recording. 
o September - BBC Television Policy, Rumours and Facts is published.“ 
e 1934 
o 8 January - Radio Times lists this date as the first on which a television 
programme is broadcast by the BBC. The 30-minute programme, 
titled Te/evision: By the Baird Process, airs at 11.00pm.& 
o 31 March - The agreement for joint experimental transmissions by the BBC 
and John Logie Baird's company comes to an end. 
e 1935 
o 11 September - Final transmission of John Logie Baird’s 30-line television system 
by the BBC. The BBC begins preparations for a regular high definition 
broadcasting service from Alexandra Palace. 
e 1936 
o 2 November - The first regular high-definition (then defined as at least 200 
lines) BBC Television Service, based at Alexandra Palace in London, officially 


begins broadcasting (after test transmissions began in August). The service 
alternates on a weekly basis between Baird's 240-line mechanical system and 
the Marconi-EMI's 405-line all-electronic system. Programmes are broadcast 
daily, Monday to Saturday, at 15:00-16:00 and 21:00-22:00. 


1937 


(0) 


6 February - The BBC Television Service drops the Baird system in favour of 

the Marconi-EMI 405 lines system. 

12 May - The BBC use their outside broadcast unit for the first time, to televise 
the coronation of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. A fragment of this 
broadcast is one of the earliest surviving examples of British television - filmed 
off-screen at home by an engineer with an 8 mm cine camera. A short section of 
this footage was used in a programme during the week of the 1953 coronation of 
Queen Elizabeth II, and this latter programme survives in the BBC's archives. 

14 May - The BBC Television Service broadcasts a thirty-minute excerpt 

of Twelfth Night, the first known instance of a Shakespeare play on television. 
Among the cast is Greer Garson. Peggy Ashcroft appeared in a 1939 telecast of 
the entire play. 

18 June - Broadcast of the Agatha Christie play Wasp's Nest, the only instance of 
Christie adapting one of her works for television, a medium she later came to 
dislike. 

21 June - Wimbledon Championships (tennis) first shown on the BBC Television 
Service.” 

16 September - Football is televised for the first time. It is a specially- 

arranged friendly match between Arsenal and Arsenal Reserves at Highbury. 
11 November - The BBC Television Service broadcasts an adaptation of 

the Great War-set play Journey's End by R. C. Sherriff, starring Reginald Tate as 
Stanhope. Shown in commemoration of Armistice Day, it is the first time that a 
whole evening's programming has been given over to a single play. 


1938 


(0) 


21 February - The BBC Television Service broadcasts the first ever piece 

of television science-fiction, a 35-minute adaptation of a segment of the 

play R.U.R. by the Czech playwright Karel Čapek. 

12 March - First news bulletin carried by the BBC Television Service, in sound 
only. Previously, the service had aired British Movietone News cinema newsreels. 
1 April - The Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race is first televised on the BBC 
Television Service. 

19 April - The first televised football (soccer) match, England v Scotland, shown 
on the BBC Television Service. 

30 April - The FA Cup Final is televised for the first time on the BBC Television 
Service. 

14 May - The first quiz show, Spelling Bee, is televised on the BBC Television 
Service. 

24 June - Test match Cricket is broadcast for the first time on the BBC Television 
Service, with coverage of the second test of The Ashes series 

between England and Australia, live from Lord's Cricket Ground. 


1939 


(0) 


4 March - The BBC Television Service broadcasts one of the first plays to be 
written especially for television, Condemned To Be Shot by R. E. J. Brooke. The 
production is notable for the use of a camera as the first-person perspective of 
the play's unseen central character. 


o 27 March - The BBC Television Service broadcasts the entirety of Magyar 
Melody live from His Majesty's Theatre. The 175-minute broadcast is the first 
showing of a full-length musical on television. 

o 1 September - The anticipated outbreak of war brings television broadcasting at 
the BBC Television Service to an end at 12:35 p.m. after the broadcast of 
a Mickey Mouse cartoon, Mickey's Gala Premiere and various sound and vision 
test signals. It is feared that the VHF waves of television would act as a perfect 
homing signal for guiding enemy bombers to central London: in any case, the 
engineers of the television service would be needed for the war effort, 
particularly for radar. The BBC Television Service would resume its broadcasting, 
with the same Mickey Mouse cartoon, after the war in 1946. 

o unknown date - The Shaw play The Man of Destiny was shown on BBC 
Television. 

1940s[edit] 
e 1940 

o No events. 
e 1941 

o No events. 
e 1942 

o No events. 
e 1943 

o No events. 
e 1944 

o No events. 
e 1945 

o No events. 
e 1946 

o 7 June - The BBC Television Service begins broadcasting again. The first words 
heard are "Good afternoon everybody. How are you? Do you remember 
me, Jasmine Bligh?". The Mickey Mouse cartoon Mickey's Gala Premiere that had 
been the last programme transmitted seven years earlier at the start of World 
War Il, is reshown after Bligh's introduction. 

o June - BBC Wimbledon, the longest pre-war programme since it debuted in 1927 
returns, which brings back the longest tennis tournament after the end of World 
War Il and the reintroduction of the BBC Television Service. 

o 7 july - The BBC's children's programme For the Children returns, one of the few 
pre-war programmes to resume after the reintroduction of the BBC Television 
Service. 

o 4 August - Children's puppet "Muffin the Mule" debuts in an episode of For the 
Children. He is so popular he is given his own show later in the year on a new 
service Watch with Mother. 

o 22 October - Te/ecrime, the first television crime series from the 1930s, returns 
for the final run on the BBC Television Service, retitled 7e/ecrimes. 

o October - The first live televised football match is broadcast from Barnet's home 


ground Underhill. Twenty minutes of first half the game against Wealdstone were 
televised and thirty five minutes of the second half were shown before it became 
too dark to continue with the coverage. 


o 29 November - Pinwright's Progress, British television's first sitcom, debuts on 

the BBC Television Service. 
e 1947 

o 10 February - 11 March - The BBC Television Service is temporarily suspended 
for the first time since World War II due to a national fuel crisis. 

o 9 November - Memorial service broadcast from the Cenotaph on the BBC 
Television Service, using tele-recording for the first time. 

o 20 November - The Princess Elizabeth (later Elizabeth Il), daughter of George 
VI marries The Duke of Edinburgh at Westminster Abbey, London.” The service 
is watched by an estimated 400,000 viewers and is the oldest surviving 
telerecorded programme in Britain. 

o Adelaide Hall appearing in Variety in Sepia, the first telecording by BBC 
(kinescope) showing black singer Adelaide Hall performing two songs with 
chorus and her guitar. Copies of this first English kinescope of live TV broadcast 
are preserved by the BBC. 

o Café Continental premieres on the BBC Television Service. 

e 1948 

o 5 January - Television Newsreel is first shown on the BBC Television Service. 

o 29 July - The BBC Television Service begins its coverage of the Olympic 
Games in London by broadcasting the opening ceremony. From now until the 
closing ceremony on 14 August the BBC Television Service will broadcast an 
average three and a half hours a day of live coverage from the Games, using a 
special coaxial cable linking the main venue at Wembley Stadium to the 
television service's base at Alexandra Palace. This is the most ambitious 
sustained outside broadcast yet attempted by the BBC, but passes off with no 
serious problems. 

e 1949 

o July - BBC Television revives the regular televised weather forecast.24 

o 29 September - The BBC Television Service first broadcasts Come Dancing, a 
TV ballroom dancing competition show. 

o 26 October - How Do You View?, the first comedy series on British television, 
starring Terry-Thomas, is first broadcast. 

o 17 December - The Sutton Coldfield television transmitter is opened in 
the Midlands, making it the first part of the UK outside London to receive 
the BBC Television Service. 

1950s[edit] 
e 1950 

o 23 February - First televised report of the general election results in the UK. 

o 3 April - The BBC aspect ratio changes from 5:4 to 4:3. 

o 21 May - The BBC's Lime Grove television studios open. 

o 11 July - Andy Pandy premieres on the BBC Television Service. 

o 27 August - The first ever live television pictures from across the English 
Channel are transmitted by the BBC Television Service. The two-hour 
programme is broadcast live from Calais in northern France to mark the 
centenary of the first message sent by submarine telegraph cable from England 
to France.22! 

o 30 September - First BBC Television Service broadcast from an aircraft. 


1951 


(0) 


(0) 


16 July - What's My Line? debuts on the BBC Television Service. It will be one of 
the top-rated programmes for the rest of the decade and make a star of its 

host, Eamonn Andrews, who takes over from Gilbert Harding from the second 
episode. 

12 October - The Holme Moss transmitter is opened in Northern England, making 
the BBC Television Service available to the region for the first time. 


1952 


(0) 


(e) 


(0) 


16 January - Sooty, Harry Corbett's glove puppet bear, first appears on the BBC 
Television Service.) 

15 February - The funeral of King George VI is televised in the UK. 

14 March - The BBC Television Service is launched in Scotland. 

20 July - Arrow to the Heart, the first collaboration between director Rudolph 
Cartier and scriptwriter Nigel Kneale, is broadcast on the BBC Television Service. 
15 December - Bill and Ben, The Flower Pot Men premieres on the BBC 
Television Service. 


1953 


(0) 


(0) 


17 March - Patrick Troughton becomes television's first Robin Hood, playing the 
eponymous folk hero in the first of six half-hour episodes of Robin Hood, shown 
weekly until 21 April on the BBC Television Service. 

1 May - The BBC brings into service television transmitters at Pontop 

Pike (County Durham) and Glencairn (Belfast) to improve coverage prior to the 
Coronation broadcast. 

2 June - The Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II is televised in the UK on the BBC 
Television Service.”# Sales of TV sets rise sharply in the weeks leading up to the 
event. It is also one of the earliest broadcasts to be deliberately recorded for 
posterity and still exists in its entirety today. 

18 July - The Quatermass Experiment, first of the famous Quatermass science- 
fiction serials by Nigel Kneale, begins its run on the BBC Television Service. 

20 July - The Good Old Days begins on the BBC Television Service. 

11 November - The current affairs series Panorama launches on the BBC 
Television Service. It is now the best longest-running programme in British 
television history. 

2 December - The BBC broadcasts its 'Television Symbol' for the first time, the 
first animated television presentation symbol in the world. Known as the 'bat's 
wings' by logo enthusiasts, it would remain until 1960. 

Peter Scott presents the first BBC television natural history broadcast, from his 
home at Slimbridge. 


1954 


(0) 


(0) 


11 January - The first weather forecast with an in-vision presenter is televised in 
the UK. The first weather presenter was George Cowling.2# 

9 April - The Grove Family, generally considered the first British TV soap opera, 
debuts on the BBC Television Service. nsun 

5 July - First actual news bulletin, News and Newsreel, aired on the BBC 
Television Service, replacing Television Newsreel =s 

12 December - The BBC Television Service screens its famous, and 
controversial, adaptation of George Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four. 

30 December - The first BBC Sports Personality of the Year ceremony is 
presented from London's Savoy Hotel. It has aired annually ever since. 


1955 


o 2 January - Annette Mills who hosted Muffin the Mule makes her last appearance 
on television. 
o 10 January - Annette Mills dies from a heart attack after an operation. Following 
her death, Muffin the Mule is dropped by the BBC Television Service. 
o 15 January - 
= The Benny Hill Show premieres on the BBC Television Service, later moving 
to ITV. Its global audience figures will be counted in the billions. 

= The BBC broadcasts Heinz Sielmann's pioneering nature 
documentary Zimmerleute des Waldes as Woodpecker at the behest of David 
Attenborough and presented by Peter Scott; it is repeated several times 
during the year. 

o 17 May - Sir Anthony Eden hosts a ground-breaking television election 
programme for the Conservative Party, the first broadcast of its type. The 30- 
minute programme features government ministers pitted against newspaper 
editors. 

o 29 June - Life with the Lyons, one of the first successful British sitcoms (though 
starring the American, Ben Lyon), premieres on the BBC Television Service, 
having previously been broadcast only on radio. 

o 9 July - Dixon of Dock Green premieres on the BBC Television Service. 

o 21 July - The BBC brings into service its Divis transmitting station, its first 
permanent 405-line VHF Band | facility serving Northern Ireland, marking the 
launch of a television service for Northern Ireland; the 35 kW transmissions can 
also be readily received in much of the Republic of Ireland.24 

o 29 july - This Is Your Life premieres on the BBC Television Service. 

o 4 September - Newsreaders appear "in vision" for the first time. 

o 22 October - Quatermass II sequel to 1953's The Quatermass Experiment, 
premieres on the BBC Television Service. It ends on 26 November. 

o 25 December - After being on radio since 1932, the Royal Christmas Message is 
broadcast on British television for the first time, in sound only at 3.00 pm. The 
first visual Christmas message is shown in 1957. 

1956 

o 6 July - Hancock's Half Hour debuts on the BBC Television Service. 

1957 

o 16 February - The "Toddlers' Truce" (an arrangement whereby there were no 
television broadcasts between 6 pm and 7 pm, to allow parents to put their 
children to bed!) is abolished. 

o 21 April - Historical documentary series Men, Women and Clothes begins airing. 
It is the first BBC programme filmed in colour, although it can only be 
transmitted in black and white. 

o 24 April - The Sky at Night appears for the first time, presented by Patrick 
Moore. It continues to air with Moore as presenter until his death in December 
2012. 

o 3 December - Face to Face debuts on the BBC Television Service. 

o 25 December - The Royal Christmas Message is first televised with a message 
from Elizabeth Il. 

1958 

o 14 April — The newly magnetic videotape machine Vision Electronic Recording 


Apparatus or VERA for short, is given a live demonstration on air 
in Panorama where Richard Dimbleby seated by a clock, talks for a couple of 
minutes about the new method of vision recording with an instant playback. The 


tape is then wound back and replayed. The picture is slightly watery, but 
reasonably watchable, and instant playback is something completely new.24 


o 16 October - Blue Peter, the world's longest-running children's TV programme, 
debuts on the BBC Television Service. It continues to air to the present day. 

o 28 October - The State Opening of Parliament is broadcast on television for the 
first time. 

e 1959 

o 1 June - Juke Box Jury premieres on the BBC Television Service. 

1960s[edit] 
e 1960 

o 26 March - The Grand National is televised for the first time, by 
the BBC Television Service. 21231 

o 20 June - Nan Winton becomes the first national female newsreader on the BBC 
Television Service. 

o 29 June - The BBC Television Centre is opened in London.!“! 

o 13 July - The Pilkington Committee on Broadcasting is established to consider 
the future of broadcasting. Their report, published in 1962, criticises the 
populism of ITV, and recommends that Britain's third national television 
channel (after the BBC Television Service and ITV) should be awarded to the 
BBC. 

o 19 September - BBC Schools starts using the Pie Chart ident. 

o 8 October - The BBC Television Service is renamed as BBC TV. 

e 1961 

o 1 October - Songs of Praise, featuring Christian congregations singing hymns, 
debuts on BBC Television, the first programme being hosted by Tabernacle 
Chapel, Cardiff. The series will still be on the air more than 50 years later. 

o 2 October - Points of View, featuring the letters of viewers offering praise, 
criticism and comments on the television of recent weeks, debuts on BBC 
Television. The series will still be on the air more than 50 years later. 

o 15 December - The BBC broadcasts the first Comedy Playhouse. The series 
broadcasts a series of one-off unrelated sitcoms. Over the next 14 years the 
series would air the pilot episodes of many popular comedies, including Steptoe 
and Son, Till Death Us Do Part, Up Pompeii!, The Liver Birds, Are You Being 
Served? and Last of the Summer Wine. 

e 1962 

o 2 January - Z-Cars premieres on BBC TV, noted as a realistic portrayal of the 
police. 

o 17 April - Brothers in Law premieres on BBC TV. 

o 14 June - BBC television broadcasts the first episode of the sitcom Steptoe and 
Son, written by Galton and Simpson. 

o 24 November - The first episode of influential satire show That Was The Week 
That Was is broadcast on BBC Television.” 

e 1963 

o 13 January - BBC TV broadcasts the play The Madhouse on Castle Street in 
the Sunday-Night Theatre strand. The play co-stars a young American folk. 
music singer named Bob Dylan. 

o 30 September - BBC TV begins using a globe as their symbol. They would 


continue to use it in varying forms until 2002. 


o 22 November - BBC TV interrupts regular programming to report 
the assassination of John F. Kennedy. 
o 23 November 
= That Was The Week That Was broadcasts its famous, non- 
satirical Kennedy tribute episode on BBC TV. 
= Doctor Who premieres on BBC TV with the first episode of the four-part 
serial An Unearthly Child. The First Doctor is portrayed by William Hartnell. 
o 28 December - The satirical BBC show That Was The Week That Was (TW3) airs 
for the last time. 
e 1964 
o 1 January - The first Top of the Pops airs on BBC TV.2! 
o 4 January - Test transmissions begin for BBC2.24 
o 9 February - Launch of BBC Wales TV. 
o 20 April - BBC2 starts broadcasting;2# the existing BBC TV channel is 
renamed BBC1. 


See also[edit] 


e Timeline of BBC One 
e Timeline of BBC Two 


e Timeline of non-flagship BBC television channels 
e Timeline of RTE Television 
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The BBC Board is the governing board of the British Broadcasting Corporation. The 
Board replaced the BBC Trust in April 2017. The Chairman is Sir David Clementi.” 


Name Position 
Sir David Clementi Chairman 
Tony Hall Director-General of the BBC 
Simon Burke Non-executive Director 


Baroness Tanni Grey- 


Non-executive Director 


Thompson 


lan Hargreaves Non-executive Director 


Tom Ilube Non-executive Director 


Sir Nicholas Serota Non-executive Director 
Steve Morrison Member for Scotland 
Dr Ashley Steel Member for England 


Dame Elan Closs Member for Wales 


Stephens 

Tim Davie CEO, BBC Worldwide & 
Director, Global 

Ken MacQuarrie Director, Nations and Regions 


Director, News and Current 


Francesca Unsworth kmar: 


Executive Committee[edit] 


The Executive Committee is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the 
broadcaster. 


Name Position 


Tony Hall Chairman; Director-General 


Kerris Bright Chief Customer Officer 


CEO, BBC Studios 


Valerie Hughes 
D'Aeth 


Director of Human Resources 


Glyn Isherwood Chief Financial Officer 


Sarah Jones Group General Counsel 


: Director, Editorial Policy and 
David Jordan Sardarde 


Ken MacQuarrie Director of Nations & Regions 
Charlotte Moore Director of Content 
Matthew Postgate | Chief Technology & Research Officer 


James Purnell Director of Radio & Education 


Gautam 


Rangarajan Director, Strategy 


Bob Shennan BBC Group Managing Director 


John Shield Director, Communications and 
Corporate Affairs 


Fran Unsworth Director of News & Current Affairs 
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For licensing for broadcasting rights, see broadcast license. 


This article includes information on TV licensing on the Isle of Man and the Channel 
Islands which is regulated by the United Kingdom's TV licensing authority. 


Mr J R Crigtand Payment onam 


A UK TV licence 


In the United Kingdom and the Crown dependencies, any household watching or 
recording live television transmissions as they are being broadcast (terrestrial, satellite, 
cable, or Internet) is required to hold a television licence. Businesses, hospitals, schools 
and a range of other organisations are also required to hold television licences to watch 
and record live TV broadcasts." A television licence is also required to receive video on 
demand programme services provided by the BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation), 
on the iPlayer catch-up service. 


Since April 2019, the annual cost is £154.50 ($195) for a colour licence and £52 ($65) 
for a black and white licence. Income from the licence is primarily used to fund the 
television, radio and online services of the BBC. The total income from licence fees was 
£3.83 billion in 2017-18 of which £655.3 million or 17.1% was provided by the 
government through concessions for those over the age of 75. Thus, the licence fee 
made up the bulk (75.7%) of the BBC's total income of £5.0627 billion in 2017-2018.” 


The government's white paper of May 2016 announced that the licence fee will rise with 
inflation for the first five years of the Charter period, from 1 April 2017. 


Operation of the licensing system|[edit] 
Licence fee collection and use{edit] 


The TV licence fee is collected by the BBC and primarily used to fund the radio, 
television and online services of the BBC itself. Licence fee collection is the 
responsibility of the BBC's Finance and Business division. 


C 


The BBC is the TV Licensing Authority in the UK 


Although the money is raised for its own use, the BBC does not directly use the 
collected fees. The money received is first paid into the government's Consolidated 
Fund. It is subsequently included in the 'vote' for the Department of Culture, Media and 
Sport in that year's Appropriation Act, and passed back to the BBC for the running of the 
BBC's own services (free from commercial advertisements). The money also finances 
programming for S4C and the BBC World Service as well as to run BBC Monitoring at 
Caversham. 


Legal framework (edit) 


In 1991, the BBC assumed the role of TV Licensing Authority with responsibility for the 
collection and enforcement of the licence fee.“ 


The BBC is authorised by the Communications Act 2003 to collect and enforce the TV 
licence fee. Section 363 of the Act makes it against the law to install or use a television 
receiver to watch or record any television programmes as they are being broadcast 
without a TV Licence. Section 365 of the same Act requires the payment of the TV 
licence fee to the BBC.“ 


The licence fee is formally set by the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport by 
the use of statutory instruments. The relevant statutory instruments are the 


Communications (Television Licensing) Regulations 2004 and amendments since that 
time such as the Communications (Television Licensing) (Amendment) Regulations 
2010.' As well as prescribing the fees, the regulations also define "television receiver" 
for the purposes of the law. 


For people living in the Channel Islands and Isle of Man, TV licensing law is extended to 
their areas by Orders in Council made by agreement with their own governments. 8121 


As part of its enforcement regime, the BBC is authorised to carry out surveillance using 
powers defined by the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000 and the Regulation 
of Investigatory Powers (British Broadcasting Corporation) Order 2001. The BBC is 
permitted by the latter order to use surveillance equipment to detect unlicensed use of 
television receivers .22 


As the public body responsible for issuing TV licences, licensing information held by the 
BBC and on the BBC's behalf by TV licensing contractors is subject to the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000. The BBC withholds some information on licence enforcement 
using exemptions under the Act; in particular, under section 31, which permits the 
withholding of information on crime prevention grounds and under section 43(2), which 
allows the BBC to retain information judged commercially sensitive.“4 


Reclassification as a tax(edit] 


In January 2006, the Office for National Statistics (ONS) changed the classification of the 
licence fee from a service charge to a tax.22 Explaining the change the ONS said: "in 
line with the definition of a tax, the licence fee is a compulsory payment which is not 
paid solely for access to BBC services. A licence is required to receive ITV, Channel 4, 
Channel 5, satellite, or cable". A briefing paper from the House of Commons Library 
described the licence fee as a hypothecated tax (i.e. one raised for a particular defined 
purpose),221 


TV Licensing Management Team (edit] 


The TV Licence Management Team, which is part of the Finance and Business division of 
the BBC, oversees the TV Licensing system.“ The TV Licence Management Team is 
based in the BBC buildings at White City Place in London. The majority of TV licensing 
administration and enforcement activities are carried out under contract by private 
companies. The TV Licence Management Team oversees the performance of the 
contractors. 


TV Licensing brand(edit] 


The BBC pursues its licence fee collection and enforcement under the trading name TV 
Licensing, but contracts much of the task to commercial organisations.“ TV Licensing is 
a trademark of the BBC used under licence by companies contracted by the BBC that 
administer the television licensing system.“ Concerning the relationship of the BBC 
brand with the TV Licensing brand, the BBC's position is: "The TV Licensing brand is 
separate from the BBC brand. No link between the two brands should be made in 
customer facing communications, in particular, use of the BBC name and logo". 

ua However, it also states that the rules for internal communications and 
communications with suppliers are different and: "the name BBC TV Licensing may also 
be used within department names or job titles for BBC employees" .24 


TV Licensing contractors and subcontractors ([edit] 
Capital edit] 


A major contractor is Capita”), Capita is responsible for the administration and 
enforcement of the TV licence fee. 42128! 


It is expected that Capita will earn £1.10bn - £1.55bn from its contract with the BBC if it 
runs its maximum 15 years from July 2012.2 


Capita's TV Licensing Headquarters is based at India Mill, Darwen, Lancashire. 


The services carried out by Capita on behalf of the BBC include dealing with TV licence 
queries, processing TV licence applications and payments and the maintenance of the 
licence database.“4 Enforcement tasks include visiting addresses, identifying people 
watching TV without a licence, taking statements, and achieving prosecutions of TV 
licence evaders. 221221 TV Licensing debt collection is carried out by Akinika,22! which is a 
debt collection agency owned by Capita.24 


Capita's TV Licensing headquarters is at India Mill, in Darwen, Lancashire.22 Capita 
employs a number of subcontractors for part of its TV Licensing operations - one 
important one being Computer Sciences Corporation which provides and modernises 
the required IT infrastructure.= Since 2004, Capita has undertaken a proportion of TV 
licensing administration at locations outside of the UK and "has progressively increased 
the amount of work processed overseas each year". However, as of 2013, Capita has 
not set up any overseas call centres to carry out TV Licensing work and it would need 
the BBC's permission to do so in the future.“ Some of Capita's TV Licensing work is 
carried out in Mumbai, India.2# 


Proximity London Ltd[edit] 


Marketing and printing services, including reminder letters and licence distribution, are 
carried out by Proximity London Ltd.24 


Havas Media| edit] 
Media services are contracted to Havas Media.“ 


Other contractors| edit] 


Other contractors involved in TV Licensing include PayPoint which provides over-the- 
counter services in the UK, and the post offices which provide the same services in 
the Isle of Man and Channel Islands. Also involved are: AMV BBDO Ltd24 who provide 
advertising services, and Fishburn Communications Limited2# who carry out public 
relations. 


Duration of a TV licence([edit] 


A TV licence, once issued, is normally valid for a maximum of 12 months. The period of 
its validity depends on the exact day of the month it is purchased; this is because TV 
licences always expire at the end of a calendar month. If a licence were to be obtained 
in September 2014, for example, it would expire on 31 August 2015. Thus the period of 
validity would vary between 11 and 12 months depending how early in the month it was 
bought.2 If an existing licence is renewed on time, the new licence will last the full 12 
months. 


The BBC sometimes issues ‘short dated’ licences in situations when a licence is renewed 
after the expiry date of the previous licence. The BBC does this as it assumes that TV 
was being watched in the interim period between expiry and renewal. Short dated 
licences are set to expire 12 months after the previous expiry date.2% 


If a UK resident aged 74 years wishes to purchase a TV Licence, they can apply for a 
short-term TV Licence to cover the time until they reach 75 when they become eligible 
for a free licence in the UK. Short-term licences for 74-year-olds are also available on 
the Isle of Man and Guernsey. 


If a TV licence is no longer needed for an address it is possible to cancel a licence and 
apply for a partial refund." The amount refunded will depend on the time left to the 
expiry date. Normally only full quarters (that is three consecutive calendar months) of 
unexpired licence period are refunded.&2 


The BBC may also revoke a licence under certain circumstances.22! 
Cost of a licence(edit] 


The level of the fee is decided following periodic negotiations between the UK 
Government and the BBC Trust.22 From 1988 to 2010, the licence fee was increased 
annually each April2“ Before 1988, increases in the licence fee happened at irregular 
intervals, sometimes a few years passing between changes. Between April 2010 and 
April 2017 the licence fee remained constant at £145.50 per year.2# In 2018, the cost 
was £150.50 for a colour and £50.50 for a black and white TV Licence. As of 2019, it 
costs £154.50 for a colour and £52 for a black and white TV Licence.&@ 


Payment methods(edit] 


The BBC allows the following forms of payment of the licence fee:24 


e Direct debit. Payments may be made annually, quarterly or monthly. 

e Debit or credit card. Annual payment. 

e PayPoint. Annual payments may be made at PayPoint outlets (usually situated in 
shops) by cash or debit card. Monthly or weekly payments may also be made by 
holders of a TV Licensing payment card (see below) 

e TV Licensing payment card. Holders of this card will have a payment plan showing 
when and how much they need to pay. Payments may be made weekly or monthly 


at PayPoint outlets. Payments may also be made online, by phone or by text 
message (with credit or debit card). 

e TV Licensing savings card. This is a way for a licence fee holder to save for a 
subsequent licence. If enough money for the new licence is saved up, a new licence 
is sent automatically. Otherwise the balance has to be paid for. 

e Cheque and postal orders. Annual payments may be made by post by these 
methods. 

e BACS electronic transfer. Annual payments for renewal licences only. 


ge” 


A Post Office in Guernsey. Unlike in the UK, TV Licences may still be purchased at Post Offices on 
Guernsey, Jersey and the Isle of Man. 


The payment methods mean that the licence fee is paid for either completely or 
partially in advance. Annual payments require complete payment in advance. For 
monthly direct debit, a new licence is paid off in 6 monthly installments of just over £24 
a month. Renewal licences are paid for in 12 monthly installments starting 6 months 
before expiry of the licence in force i.e. starting 6 months before the renewal date. 

871 Quarterly payments made using direct debit carry an additional cost of £5.00 per 
year, or £1.25 a quarter, which is included in the licence fee total. This addition is 
described as "a small charge" in the generic letter issued by TV Licensing to those 
paying by direct debit, and on the TV Licensing website it is justified with: "By paying 
quarterly the majority of your licence is paid for as you use it. This differs from our other 
instalment schemes, where at least half of the licence fee is collected in advance. As a 
result, quarterly payments incur a small premium of £1.25 per quarter which is included 
in your payment."&4 Typically, direct debit schemes in the UK for major utilities or 
publicly provided services operate in a reverse way, granting a discount to direct debit 
payers. 


In the Channel Islands and the Isle of Man, over the counter services are provided by 
the Post Office rather than by PayPoint outlets. 


Concessions(edit] 


Over 75s| edit] 


In the United Kingdom, free TV licences are currently available to everyone aged over 
75. This concession covers the whole household, so that even if just one member of the 
household is over 75, then a free TV licence may be applied for to cover all the 
residents.22 Free TV licences based solely on age are due to end in June 2020. Full 
funding for the scheme has been provided by central government since November 
2000,“ but following a funding agreement between the Conservative government and 
the BBC, made in 2016, this funding was to be phased out between April 2018 and April 
2020 after which time the BBC will receive no further funding from the government for 
this scheme.“ It has been estimated that if full funding had been maintained, it would 


have contributed £745m to the BBC's 2020/21 budget.“ The BBC held a public 
consultation in November 2018 to decide whether the concession to the over-75s 
should continue after 2020 and, if so, in what form. The response to the BBC's 
questionnaire, 48% were in favour of retaining the existing concessionary system, 37% 
preferred reforming the concession and 17% preferred the option of abolition of the 
concession.“ Under current plans, the BBC intends to discontinue the full concession, 
but to continue to offer free licences on a means-tested basis;“2 from 2020, most over 
75s will be required to pay the full licence fee, but households where one person 
receives a pension credit benefit will continue to be eligible for a free licence.“ 


On the Isle of Man, free TV licences are scheme funded by the Isle of Man Department 
of Social Care.“ 


There are schemes for elderly residents of the Channel Islands, but they vary in detail 
and eligibility. Residents of the islands of Guernsey, Alderney and Herm (parts of 

the Bailiwick of Guernsey) who are over 75 can apply for a free TV licence to cover their 
household. In addition, over-65s in receipt of state benefits may be eligible for the 
concession. However, no over-75 concessions are available for residents of Sark, which 
is part of the Bailiwick of Guernsey. On the island of Jersey, the concessionary licences 
are available on a means-tested basis. 


Blind or severely sight impaired concessions[edit] 


Licences are half price for the legally blind.” In order to qualify for the concession, a 
blind or severely sight-impaired person must apply to the TV Licensing Blind Concession 
Group with proof of impairment, either a copy of the document of blind registration or a 
certificate from an ophthalmologist.“4 The concessionary TV licence covers TV use by 
the whole household. 


Residential care homes| edit] 


Those aged over 60 and in residential care homes (including nursing homes, public- 
sector sheltered housing and almshouses) qualify for Accommodation for Residential 
Care (ARC) licences for £7.50 a year. 


Total licence sales[edit] 


TV licence sales figures were quoted by the BBC to be 25.562 million in the year 
2014/15, including 4.502 million concessionary licences for the over 75s,“ which were 
paid for by the UK government. The equivalent figures for the year 2013/14 were 
25.478 million total licences including 4.328 million licences for the over 75s. In 
2014/15, the BBC estimated that there were 26.916 million licensable properties in the 
UK (defined as premises where live TV was being watched), indicating that if the BBC 
estimates are correct, around 95% of properties are correctly licensed. The total income 
generated from licence fees was £3.8302 billion in 2017-18.2 


The vast majority of TV licences are for colour TV. For example, there were 10,461 black 
and white TV licences in force on 31 August 2014, compared to 25,460,801 colour TV 
licences. The BBC has also stated that during the financial year 2013-14, a total of 
41,483 blind concessionary (half-price) licences were issued in the UK of which 29 were 
blind concessionary black and white licences.&4 


Channel Islands| edit] 


In January 2012, there were 36,261 colour licences in force in Jersey™! as compared to 
77,480 addresses (residential properties, businesses and other premises) on the TV 


Licensing database for the island (at the end of December 2011)."2! This would suggest 
around 53% of Jersey addresses did not have a TV licence at the beginning of 2012. 


The comparable figures for Guernsey are 23,673 licences in force in January 2012'! and 
40,263 addresses on the database at the end of December 2011.53 Thus there were 
around 41% unlicensed properties in Guernsey at the beginning of 2012. 


History[edit] 
Main article: Television licensing in the United Kingdom (historical) 
See also: British Broadcasting Company and BBC 


UK Television & Radio Licenses 1946-2019 
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When television broadcasts in the UK were resumed after a break due to the Second 
World War, it was decided to introduce a television licence fee in order to fund the 
service. When first introduced on 1 June 1946, the licence covering the monochrome- 
only single-channel BBC television service cost £2 (equivalent to £81.49 as of 2018). 

54 The licence was originally issued by the General Post Office (GPO), which was then 
the regulator of public communications within the UK. The GPO also issued licences for 
home radio receivers powered by mains electricity as well as non removeable vehicle 
mounted radios and was mandated by laws beginning with the Wireless Telegraphy Act 
1904, to administer the licensing system; however, the TV licence also covered radio 
reception. 


The BBC started regular colour TV broadcasts in the summer of 1967.2 On 1 January 
1968, a "colour supplement" of £5 was added to the existing £5 monochrome licence 
fee; the £10 colour fee was the equivalent of £170.35 in 2018. The licence fee increases 
with inflation; on 1 April 2019 it rose to £154.50 for colour TV and £52 for monochrome 
TV.22 The radio-only licence was abolished on 1 February 1971, when it was £1-5s-0d 
(£1.25 in decimal UK currency) or the equivalent of £21.29 at 2018 prices. 


On 1 April 1991, the BBC took over the administration of television licensing in the UK, 
assuming the responsibility of licence fee collection and enforcement.“ Since this 
date, the BBC has been the statutory authority for issuing television licences (before 
April 1991, the statutory authority was the UK Home Office), although the UK 
Government retains certain powers and responsibilities with regards to TV licences. 


In July 2002, the BBC awarded Capita the contract to manage the TV Licensing system, 
replacing the Post Office (which had been renamed "Consignia" at this time).= 


In January 2006 the Office of National Statistics classified the licence fee as a tax; 
421 previously it had been classified as a service charge. 


Licence fee expenditure[edit] 
Further information: BBC 


The BBC Trust gives the following information for expenditure of licence fee income 
during the year 2009-10 of £3.56 billion% (expressed here in percentage terms): 


e 66% -All TV 

e 17% - National and local radio 

e 6% - Online e.g. BBC websites, iPlayer 

e 11% - Other e.g. transmission and licence fee collection costs* 


Since April 2014, the BBC World Service on radio and BBC Arabic Television have been 
funded from the licence fee. Prior to this date they were funded by a grant from the 
government's Foreign and Commonwealth Office. The World Service cost the BBC £268 
million in the 2017/18 financial year. 


The BBC also paid in 2017/18 contributions to: broadband rollout (£80 million); partial 
funding of the Welsh channel (£74.8 million), S4C (which is also funded by 

the Department of Culture, Media and Sport); and a contribution towards the costs of 
local TV (£4.7 million). 


BBC World News and the BBC's other international television channels are operated 
commercially and will continue to not receive licence fee money. The revenues they 
generate supplement the licence fee in financing the UK services. 


In addition, the BBC Alba Gaelic language television service is predominantly funded 
by MG Alba, an organisation funded by the Scottish Government. 


(*) During 2007/2008, the BBC stated that 3.6% of the licence fee was spent on 
collection. 


TV licence legal requirements[edit] 
When a TV licence is required/edit] 


According to section 363 of the Communications Act 2003, a TV licence must be 
obtained for any device that is "installed or used"! for "receiving a television 
programme at the same time (or virtually the same time) as it is received by members 
of the public". 


According to TV Licensing, "You need a TV Licence to use any television receiving 
equipment such as a TV set, digital box, DVD or video recorder, PC, laptop or mobile 
phone to watch or record television programmes as they're being shown on TV". 

4 Portable televisions and similar equipment such as laptops and mobile phones 
powered by internal batteries are covered for use anywhere under a licence held for 
their owner's residence. 


On 1 September 2016 the conditions under which a television licence is required 
changed to include receiving video on demand programme services provided by the 
BBC, on the iPlayer catch-up service. 


However, there are a few exceptional cases when live TV may be watched without a 
licence. 


When a TV licence is not required /[edit] 


It is not necessary to have a TV licence for the purpose of: !ssils1701 


e operating a digital box used with a hi-fi system or another device that can only be 
used to produce sounds! 

e installing and using a television set solely as a closed-circuit TV monitor@ 

e using a TV to play pre-recorded DVDs or videos (although to record live programmes 
it is necessary to hold a licence) 

e using a TV as a digital radio receiver 

e using a digital box to listen to radio through a TV! 

e using a TV as a monitor for a computer games console! 

e watching catch up TV services when the programme is not live”! except when using 
the BBC's iPlayer service to receive BBC catch-up programmes. 

e listening to BBC radio programmes over the internet via BBC Sounds. 


A (free) licence is required for non-exempt premises even when no fee is payable, e.g. 
premises with residents over 75. 


A recorded programme watched on unlicensed equipment is outside the scope of the 
Communications (Television Licensing) Regulations 2004, because it is not "received at 
the same time (or virtually the same time) as it is received by members of the public," 
z4 although such recordings may infringe copyright. 


TV Licensing offers the following advice to those who have a TV but 'who wish to make 
it clear that they do not need a licence':75 


e remove the television from the aerial; 

e cover the aerial socket so that it can't be used; 

e ensure that when channels on the television are selected no television signal is 
received. 


However, TV Licensing also says that it is not compulsory to follow this advice. To listen 
to digital radio on a TV, for example, it would be necessary to attach the TV to an aerial 
and tune the TV to different channels. The BBC has made it clear that it is legal to listen 
to digital radio using a TV without holding a TV licence.“ 


According to Ofcom, TV transmissions over the Internet are a grey area” which in 
future might make fees based on television possession redundant. In 2005, a Green 
Paper by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport included suggestions of "either 
a compulsory levy on all households or even on ownership of PCs as well as TVs". 

1 However, TV Licensing later stated that use of any device (including a computer or 
mobile phone) receiving transmissions at or about the same time as they appear on TV 
requires a licence.“ The BBC is aware that new technology represents a threat to its 
revenue. A recent BBC report states "there is a continued threat to the growth in TV 
Licence sales from the increasing number of people consuming television in a way that 
does not need to be licensed". 7% 


Televisions receiving a transmission from outside the UK (e.g. broadcast from Germany, 
Italy, Greece, Turkey and the Netherlands via the Astra satellite, on which many 
channels are free-to-air) did not need a licence2# until the Communications Act 2003, 
which required a TV licence for the reception of television from any source. 


In 2012, more than 400,000 households informed the BBC that they did not need a TV 
licence.22 According to the BBC, the average number of addresses in the UK with a No 
Licence Needed (NLN) status in the 2013 calendar year was 1,879,877." In June 2013, 
5,043 NLN declarations were made to the BBC on the grounds that the address was only 
watching catch up TV.&4 


Use of digiboxes (digital set-top boxes), video recorders and TV Licensing 
requirements according to the BBC! 


Can television 
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Exceptions to the TV licensing regime(edit] 


There are a few exceptions to the TV licensing regime where live TV may be watched 
without a TV licence being held for that property. These cases are: 


e Crown immunity. According to the BBC: "neither the Communications Act 2003 nor 
the Communications (Television Licensing) Regulations 2004 bind the Crown. Thus, 
the Crown is not subject to the TV Licensing regime."£2! Prison authorities can assert 
Crown immunity to allow prisoners to watch TV without a TV licence.2 In 2012, the 
BBC recognized that the UK Parliament is exempt from the TV licensing regime, and 
so the Parliamentary Estate stopped purchasing TV licences from this date. 

e Events of national importance. The BBC can grant a dispensation for the temporary 
use of TV sets away from the licensed address in what it calls ‘exceptional 
circumstances’. One example of this was the screening of the Queen's Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations in 2012. There are well defined criteria for when this exception 
is valid. 

e Foreign ships. According to the BBC: 'Foreign Ships will not need a licence’ 


Number of licences required per addressj/edit] 


A licence is required to watch live TV transmissions anywhere, including residential and 
business premises. 


For residential premises, only one licence is required per household per address, 
regardless of the number of licensed devices or the number of members of the 
household.2! However, the licence itself is always held in the name of an individual. s% 


A rented property in multiple occupation by a joint tenancy agreement is considered by 
TV Licensing as one household and requires only one licence, but a rented property with 
multiple, separate tenancy agreements is not considered a single household and each 
tenant may require a separate licence.“ For example, a house in multiple 

occupation may have private bedrooms and shared communal areas: if five occupants 
share such a property with individual tenancy agreements then they may require up to 
five television licences if each private room contains a television receiver, while a 
similar property housing five occupants under a joint tenancy agreement may require 
only one television licence. 


Television use away from home[edit] 


Use of television in a static caravan is covered by the licence held for the user's main 
address, provided there is no simultaneous use of television at both places, and the use 
of television in a touring caravan is always covered by the user's main home licence. 
21 The use of a television set which is powered solely by its own internal batteries is 
covered for any address by the user's main home licence, but requires a separate 
licence if it is plugged into the mains or other external power source, such as a car 
battery; this also applies to TV-enabled mobile telephones. 


Students during term-time may not need a separate TV licence if one is held at their 
permanent home-address if they watch TV on a device powered solely by its own 
internal batteries. Specifically, in order to be able to watch TV without a licence at their 
term-time address, the following must be true: 


e The out-of-term address must be covered by a TV licence 

e Any TV receiving equipment used must be powered solely by its own internal 
batteries 

e The TV equipment must not be connected to an aerial or plugged into the mains. 


People living exclusively in a mobile dwelling such as a touring caravan or a constantly 
cruising canal boat, who do not have a static address, are not legally able to watch a 
television as they cannot purchase a licence without such an address. 


Licence fee enforcement/edit] 
TV licence evaders(edit] 


A person who watches or records live TV without being in possession of a TV licence is 
referred to by the BBC as a 'TV licence evader'.'! Each year the BBC estimates the 
evasion rate (expressed as a percentage of total ‘licensable properties') and publishes 
the value in its Annual Report and Accounts. 


The basic formula for estimating the evasion rate is:2% 


where: 

L: number of TV Licences in force 

Ho: number of domestic households 

PR: penetration rate of TVs into households 
NDL: non-domestic licences required 


The figure for the number of licences in force is taken from the BBC's database. The 
other variables used to calculate the evasion rates are estimates. The data for the 
number of domestic households is taken from the Department of Communities and 
Local Government figures. The Broadcasters' Audience Research Board survey is 
used to estimate the rate of penetration of TV sets into domestic households. Non- 
domestic licences include licences required for students, military accommodation, 
hotels and businesses. Various sources are used to estimate this figure. 


The most recent published figures for 2014/15 state that the evasion rate is 
between 5 and 6%. For the year 2005-6, TV Licensing reported that they "reduced 


estimated evasion to a record low of 4.7%".'! However, this figure rose during the 
following year to 5.1%% and remained at 5.1% during 2007-8. For the year 
2010/2011 the evasion rate is stated as 5.2%.%1 According to the BBC "the published 
rate of evasion has increased marginally to 5.5% in 2012/13". The evasion rate is 
far from uniform across the UK, with Scotland having a far higher rate than the UK 
as a whole." One reason given by the BBC for evasion is lack of money in a 
household. For example, in the BBC Full Financial Statement 2012/13 the BBC says: 
‘as household budgets come under pressure, we are starting to see an increase in 
licence fee evasion rates over their prior year level’. However, this is not the only 
reason given for TV licence evasion, since according to a submission made by the 
BBC to the Information Commissioner's Office: 'the BBC said that it is also aware 
that a growing number of individuals deliberately evade the licence fee due to 
dissatisfaction with the BBC's% 


According to a National Audit Office report from 2002: "Areas with high evasion 
rates are most likely to have, for example, a higher than average proportion of 
younger people, low income households, and students and single parent families, 
and a level of County Court judgments 50 per cent above the national average". 
1021 However, according to the BBC, ‘evasion is spread across all socioeconomic 
groups'.“# The BBC has also claimed that the 'TV Licensing evader profile’ could be 
characterised by the distribution by social grade of 1.3m properties that were not 
licensed on 31 March 2007. The profile was given as follows: AB 20.1%, C1 29.1%, 
C2 13.6%, D 18.9%, E 18.3%.281 


The Broadcasters' Audience Research Board estimated that of June 2004, 2.3% of 
UK households do not have television,“ and in September 2008, the BBC reported 
that some one million people do not need a TV licence." Alleged excuses given by 
householders for not having a licence include loss of mail, being "too busy" and 
suffering from polymorphous light eruption (sun allergy).““! The results of market 
research carried out on self-identified evaders concluded that roughly half were 
‘opportunistic delayers' who were playing the system to avoid immediate payment 
and that the others were ‘deliberate evaders' who were trying to 'cheat the system’. 
Nearly one fifth of respondents claimed never to have bought a TV licence. =a 


LASSY database(edit] 


Since it is not possible to prevent a person buying and using TV receiving equipment 
without being in possession of a licence, the TV licence system is enforced by first 
identifying TV licence evaders and then attempting to sell them a licence and, in 
some cases, prosecuting them.22 The critical method of detecting TV licence 
evaders is through the use of a database system known as LASSY,#% which contains 
29.5 million’! addresses in the UK. LASSY is an acronym of ‘Licence Administration 
and Support System'.4 According to the National Audit Office: "The database holds 
records of potentially licensable properties and basic details (such as the name of 
the licence holder and the licence expiry date) of those for which valid licences are 
held".22! This database is routinely updated with licence holders’ details. Until 25 
June 2013, dealers in television receiving equipment were required by law to provide 
TV Licensing with identifying information about everyone who buys or rents such 
equipment.2! However this requirement has been lifted by the Enterprise and 
Regulatory Reform Act 2013.2 TV Licensing maintains permanent contact with 
every address in the database that is recorded as not having a TV licence#! until a 
licence is purchased for that address or until TV Licensing confirm that the 
household does not need a licence. If it is confirmed that a household does not 
watch or record live TV, the address is put into the NLCC (No Licence Needed Claim 


Confirmed) category. Residential properties put into this category are not visited or 
contacted for a period of two years from the time that the claim was confirmed. 
Business properties on the other hand, are exempted from visits or mailings for 
three years after confirmation.24 


TV Licensing letters and telephone calls/edit] 


TV Licensing may make initial contact by letter% or by phone with occupants of 
addresses for which there is no current licence. During the financial year 2012-13, 
approximately 21.5 million letters were sent to unlicensed addresses. The average 
postage cost to post one standard TV Licensing letter in the financial year 2012/13 
was Stated to be £0.2059.2°1 The methods by which an occupant can reply are in 
writing, by telephone or by filling in an online form. If there is no reply to the first 
letter and a TV licence is not bought by the occupant, then TV Licensing continues to 
write regularly to the address and "the tone of the letters progressively becomes 
stronger to encourage a reply".! For example, one of its standard letters includes 
the phrase: "Official warning: We have opened an investigation". This warning was 
included in 940,615 letters sent in January/February 2013.4 Another standard letter 
states: 'Dear Sir/Madam, you have not responded to our previous letters. We want to 
ensure you have the information you may need before a hearing is set at your local 
court.'™4 More than 3 million letters containing this phrase were sent in 2011.21 


Three basic tones of voice are used in TV Licensing letters: "Customer Service", 
"Collections" and "Enforcement".22 According to the BBC: "Customer service is the 
brand experience we create for customers who are currently licensed, unknowingly 
unlicensed or who don’t need a licence", whereas "Collections is the brand 
experience we create for those customers whose TV licence has expired and whom 
TV Licensing wants to motivate to renew." Finally, the enforcement tone is used for 
households who have been unlicensed for a longer period. This period is not 
specified in freely available documents but TV Licensing suggests it could be used, 
for example, for the third and fourth renewal reminder.£# Each of these 'tones' 
involves letters with a different colour palette. For example, green is used in 
‘Customer Service' letters and red may be used in 'Collections' and 'Enforcement' 
le Lers: In all cases, the vocabulary and format used in the letters is strictly defined. 
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If a business or household is not obliged to have a TV licence then TV Licensing will 
request written confirmation of this, even though no such information is required to 
be given in law. mum 


According to the BBC, it is not possible to opt out of receiving TVL mailings since 
they ‘are not advertising or marketing material’.“= Similarly, householders who do 
not have a licence cannot exclude themselves from unsolicited calls from TV 
Licensing by registering with the Telephone Preference Service.“ 


In 2014, a householder invoiced TV Licensing £40 as a ‘processing fee’ for ‘opening, 
reading and filing' a TV Licensing letter. Because TV Licensing did not pay the 
charge, the householder took the claim to the County Court, eventually winning the 
case and receiving the fee plus other costs incurred. =z 


Enquiry officer visits/edit] 


If a colour TV licence is not purchased for an address, TV Licensing agents—known 
as "visiting officers", "enquiry officers" or "enforcement officers"—make 
unannounced visits to the address. In August 2013, there were reported to be 334 


enquiry officers“! all employees of the BBC's main enforcement contractor, Capita. 


Enquiry officers make around four million visits a year to households in the UK and 
Crown dependencies.“2# Each week an enquiry officer may upload a number of 
unlicensed addresses onto their "handheld device".22 The enquiry officer is only 
allowed to visit the addresses on this list, which are normally within a thirty-minute 
travelling distance from their home postcode. Enquiry officers do not visit addresses 
in their own postcode, however. 12% 


Although TV Licensing enforces the BBC's statutory obligation to ensure that every 
address where a television licence is required is correctly licensed, its agents have 
no special right of access and, like any other member of the public, rely on an 
implied right of access to reach the front door. A householder may withdraw the 
implied right of access to TV Licensing personnel by contacting the BBC and 
informing them that this right has been revoked; the BBC says they respect such 
requests (although could still seek a warrant to search the property), except in 
Scotland.224 As of March 2014, 7299 households had withdrawn the implied right of 
access.421 This figure had increased to over 20,000 by December 2015.22! 


Upon visiting a property, enquiry officers ask a set of predetermined questions to 
whoever answers the door when they visit."22 They first try to find out if the person 
who responds to the enquiry officer is an "appropriate person" to interview (i.e. an 
adult who lives at the property). They then try to find out if that person has been 
receiving TV without a licence. If they suspect that this is the case, they issue an 
official caution to the person that whatever they say may be used against them in 
court. They then take a prosecution statement and ask the interviewee to sign it. 
The enquiry officer may ask permission to enter the property and may examine any 
TV receiving equipment found there. According to the visiting procedures: 
‘circumstantial evidence of use should be noted on the Record of Interview 
whenever visible (e.g. sky dish, aerial lead plugged into TV, remote control on 
settee) as this provides supporting evidence for potential prosecution and may be 
vital if the confession should later be challenged.'22. However, the occupant is well 
within his/her rights to deny answering any questions (remain silent) and is under no 
obligation to allow entry into the property. 


If an agent has evidence that television is being watched or recorded illegally but is 
denied entry by the occupants so that they cannot verify the suspicion, then TV 
Licensing may apply to a magistrate for a search warrant. The BBC states that a 
search warrant would never be applied for solely on the basis of non-cooperation 
with TV Licensing#2222. and that in the event of being denied access to unlicensed 
property will use detection equipment rather than a search warrant. 13 


Detection technology (edit] 
TV detector vans[edit] 


A Leyland Sherpa television detector van 


TV detector vans have in the past featured heavily in TV Licensing publicity, 

4261 highlighting that technology capable of detecting signals from operating TV sets 
could be employed.2221 Detector vans date from the 1950s, when the Post Office ran 
converted Hillman Minx and Morris Oxford estate cars, which had large aerials 
attached to their roofs. Subsequently Commers were introduced. In the 1980s, 
vans were supplied by Dodge and Leyland. In the 1990s, Ford Transits were 
introduced. In 2003, TVL launched its tenth generation of detector vans. It was 


stated that these vans had removable branding so that they could operate covertly. 
1129] 


A Dodge television detector van 


Few technical details of the detectors used have been released. In a press release 
from 2003, the BBC stated that:22 "the new vans are so powerful they can tell if a 
TV is in use in as little as 20 seconds". It was also stated that the equipment has a 
range of up to 60 metres and "can pinpoint the actual room that the television set is 
in." However, on TV Licensing's own site in 2015, no information on range or 
accuracy of the equipment is given. It says that 'a range of detection tools at our 
disposal in our vans.' It is also stated that the available equipment has been 
developed in secrecy and that 'engineers working on specific detection methods 
work in isolation - so not even they know how the other detection methods work.'ma 


Although no technical details of the TV detectors used in these vans have been 
made public, it is thought that they operate by detecting electromagnetic radiation 
given off by a TV.4 The most common suggested method is the detection of a 
signal from the TV's local oscillator.22! 


Hand-held detectors| edit] 


Hand-held TV detectors have also been developed by the BBC. In the Birmingham 
Mail for the same year, the detectors were described as ‘little bigger than a torch’, 
weighing 280g, which made a beeping noise when they detect a TV.“33! The company 
Buckman Hardy Associates has made such equipment for the BBC in the past@=#! but 
the equipment shown in the publicity campaigns run in 2007 was all made by the 
BBC itself.35 


Optical detectors/ edit] 


In 2013 it was revealed that the BBC had used optical TV detectors to apply for a 
search warrant.42# Although few technical details were given, it was stated in an 
application for a search warrant that: "the optical detector in the detector van uses 
a large lens to collect that light and focus it on to an especially sensitive device, 
which converts fluctuating light signals into electrical signals, which can be 
electronically analysed. If a receiver is being used to watch broadcast programmes 


then a positive reading is returned."== The BBC stated that this was strong evidence 
that a set was "receiving a possible broadcast". 


Primarily a deterrent[edit] 


Detection appears to be primarily a deterrent to evasion. The BBC admits that no 
detection evidence has ever been used to prosecute a licence fee evader. They 
refuse to release any details of the technology supposedly used as to do so would 
"change the public's perception of the effectiveness of detector vans".4 A leaked 
BBC document on the collection and non-collection of the fee summarises findings 
presented by the TV Licensing's Executive Management Forum and "makes no 
mention of detector vans - but it does contain plenty of other facts and figures". 222! 


Legal use of detection technology/edit]| 


The BBC states that such technology used in conjunction with targeted advertising 
acts as a deterrent: its use may make it easier for TV Licensing agents to establish 
that an offence is likely to be taking place but they would still need to secure further 
evidence for successful prosecution. Furthermore, such technology is restricted 
in its use by the meaning of "surveillance and covert human intelligence sources" in 
the Regulation of Investigatory Powers Act 2000" and the Regulation of 
Investigatory Powers (British Broadcasting Corporation) Order 2001.24 Like other 
public bodies that undertake covert surveillance, the BBC is subject to the scrutiny 
of the Office of Surveillance Commissioners, which inspects the BBC every other 
year.242. A number of official inspection reports on the BBC's detection methods have 
been made available following freedom of information requests“ These reports 
give an outline of the process of authorisation of the use of detection equipment. 
Briefly, applications for authorisation are made in the name of the Detection 
Manager of Capita. Correspondence between TV Licensing and the affected 
householder may be attached to the completed application forms which pass via a 
quality control 'gatekeeper' to the authorising officers (AOs) at the BBC. In 2012 
there were two designated AOs at the BBC. To be authorised, an application must be 
shown to be 'necessary and proportionate’. AOs sometimes reject applications. Once 
approved, the authorisation lasts for a duration of eight weeks. 


TV Licensing states "detection equipment will only be used if other less intrusive and 
more cost effective routes have been exhausted",“ and the BBC has stated that 
"Detection technology is generally used to obtain search warrants".“22 In a reply to a 
FOI request in 2011, the BBC stated "I can confirm that TVL has not, to date, used 
detection evidence in Court". The BBC also wrote that such evidence "is 
unnecessary" because "TVL uses detection evidence when applying for search 
warrants. If, following service of the warrant an individual is found to be evading 
payment of the TV Licence, then the evidence obtained via the search warrant is 
used in court, not the detection evidence.” 


Search warrants(edit] 


In some cases, TV Licensing may apply to a magistrate (or a sheriff in Scotland) for a 
search warrant as part of the enforcement process."4* According to TV Licensing 
such an application may only be made 'when there is good reason to believe that an 
offence has been committed, evidence of the commission of that offence is likely to 
be found, and conditions regarding access to the property warrant the granting of a 
search warrant'."4 The same source also states that "The BBC contracts Capita 
Business Services Ltd to carry out television licensing enforcement activities, 
including applying for and executing search warrants.' The BBC's contractor uses 


powers granted by Section 366 of the Communications Act 2003 to apply for and 
exercise search warrants.“ The Act specifies that the search warrant is valid for a 
month after being granted. According to the BBC, such warrants are usually served 
in the presence of police officers. The TV Licensing Visiting Procedures state: 'To 
minimise the impact on normal operations Enforcement Managers accompanied by 
an EO should in normal circumstances execute search warrants. On no account must 
the warrant be executed without two officers being present. Normally the two 
officers must be accompanied by a Police Officer'.2" The warrant provides an 
authorisation to search a premises, and to examine and test any television receiver 
found. However, there is no power to seize any apparatus."48! According to the BBC 
Search Warrant Policy "force must not be used by TV Licensing to gain entry to a 
property". 


Data on the number of search warrants executed per year in the whole of the UK are 
not collated or held centrally by the various judicial bodies of the state. However, 
the BBC, itself, holds the information some of which has become available due to 
FOI requests.“ For example, in the financial year 2014/15, TV Licensing applied for 
256 warrants to serve in the UK. 167 warrants were granted by the courts of which 
115 were executed. In the same year in Scotland no warrants were applied for or 
served whilst in Northern Ireland 12 warrants were granted and 7 executed in the 
year, 2501 


Some idea of the frequency at which warrants are used may also be taken from the 
result of a recent FOI request.“ It was revealed that Sheffield Magistrates granted 
TV Licensing a total of six search warrants in the years 2011, 2012 and 2013, whilst 
in Northampton (including Wellingborough and Kettering) only two were granted in 
this period. 


Information provided by the Scottish Court Service suggests that TV Licensing 
search warrant applications in Scotland are virtually non-existent. In their response 
to a FOI request the Scottish Court Service confirmed that no search warrant 
applications were made to courts in Scotland's two largest 

cities, Glasgow and Edinburgh, in the three-and-a-half years between 1 January 
2011 and 21 July 2014.52 


Prosecution and fiscal fines/edit] 


In 2014, 204,018 people were prosecuted or fined for TV licence offences: 185,580 
in England and Wales#*2! (173,044 in England and 12,536 in Wales), 4,905 people in 
Northern Ireland and 15 in the Isle of Man.254! In Scotland, there were 13,486 cases 
disposed of via an out of court fine and 32 prosecuted via the courts in 2013-2014. 
4551 There have been no prosecutions for TV licence offences in Jersey since 2009, all 
cases having been resolved at Parish Hall Enquiry. Putting these numbers in 
perspective, it would appear there are more prosecutions and convictions per capita 
in Wales than in any other country in the UK. !tetation needed 


Around 70% of TV licence evaders are female.“ This 30%-70% male/female ratio is 
pretty much constant across the whole of the UK and is at odds with statistics for 
other small crimes .52Tbe®4a This gender imbalance has not always been the case. In 
1980, there were roughly similar numbers of men and women proceeded against for 
TV licence evasion. Since then the proportion of female to male defendants has 
risen steadily.252 


In 2014, 24,025 prosecutions that were commenced by the BBC did not result in 
conviction (over one-in-ten cases in England and Wales) .4= 


Licence evaders are liable for prosecution and a fine of up to £1,000 in the UK. 

uel However, because the licensing regime covers six different jurisdictions, the legal 
processes and penalties for the crime of TV licence evasion differ markedly across 
the UK and Crown dependencies. The average fine is £170 in England and Wales, 

a6 £70 in Jersey, £80 in Northern Ireland, £75 in Scotland (out-of-court disposal) 

4551 and £200 in the Isle of Man.@41 


TV licence evasion is not punishable by a period of imprisonment per se, but if 
convicted evaders refuse to pay the fine they were ordered to pay, or are incapable 
of paying it, a period of imprisonment may be imposed as a "last resort". The length 
of stay is decided by the amount owed. In England and Wales, 39 people were given 
an average of 20 days in 2014 (compared to 32 in 2013 and 51 in 2012)."| There 
were no custodial sentences imposed during the five-year period 2009-10 to 2013- 
14 in Scotland or in Jersey. 


The British Parliament proposed decriminalising licence evasion, but the proposition 
was turned down by a House of Lords vote by 178 to 175 in February 2015. 

2621 Behavioural research conducted for the BBC found that if TV licence evasion was 
decriminalized and the £1,000 maximum fine was replaced by a civil penalty of over 
£300, evasion rates would stay at 5%."8 


England and Wales/ edit] 


Pontefract Magistrates' Court. In England and Wales, cases involving TV licence evasion are 
held at magistrates’ courts 


In England and Wales, prosecutions are the responsibility of the BBC and are carried 
out by its contractor, Capita, in magistrates' courts!” In England and Wales TV 
Licensing has a maximum of 26 weeks to lay information to court after receiving 
information regarding unlicensed use of a TV from its enquiry officers.“ During this 
period, and a maximum of 24 hours before a decision to prosecute a householder is 
taken, TV Licensing will check if a licence has been purchased. The decision to 
prosecute usually takes place 12-14 weeks from receiving the enquiry officer's 
report. TV Licensing serves documents on defendants four to six weeks prior to a 
court hearing. A final check to see if a TV licence has been purchased is made a 
maximum of two days before the hearing. 


Licence fee evasion makes up around one-ninth of all cases prosecuted in 
magistrates’ courts.“ For every man prosecuted, two women are brought before 
the magistrates for this offence: it has been speculated that this is because women 
are more likely to be at home when an enforcement officer calls.“® Proceedings for 
TV Licence evasion form a high percentage of all prosecutions carried out against 
women - over a third of all cases against women in England and Wales in 2013 were 


for this offence." By comparison, TV licence evasion made up around 5% of 
prosecutions against men in 2013 in England and Wales.2 


The maximum fine for this offence of up to £1,000 is frequently publicised by TV 
Licensing to maximise deterrence.4 In reality, magistrates rarely impose the 
maximum fines allowed to them by law. For example, during the year 2005-6, the 
average fine including costs was approximately £1532 (slightly more than the cost 
of a licence). According to a 2013 TV Licensing briefing document, the level of fines 
and costs imposed by magistrates' courts vary considerably between different 
regions of England and Wales.2# In North Wales average fines and costs were stated 
to be £108.90 whilst offenders in the English Midlands area of "Black Country, 
Staffordshire & West Mercia" were required to pay £197.70. 


Magistrates take into account the financial situation of the defendant when imposing 
fines.“ They also take into account: whether it is a first offence; if a TV licence has 
been purchased and the length of time a defendant was unlicensed. The following 
are regarded as ‘factors indicating lower culpability’ which can result in mitigation of 
the sentence:2221 


e Accidental oversight or belief licence held 
e Confusion of responsibility 
e Licence immediately obtained 


A guilty plea may also result in a lower fine. 


According to TV Licensing: "many evaders claim that an enquiry officer told them 
they would not be prosecuted if they bought a licence". However, it is also pointed 
out that "it is a disciplinary offence for an enquiry officer to say or suggest this". 
ru Nevertheless, the same TV Licensing briefing does say that: "first-time evaders 
may escape prosecution if they purchase a licence immediately". 24 


The UK government has stated that: "Most TV licensing cases that are heard by 
magistrates courts are uncontested and the case is therefore often resolved in the 
defendant's absence."24 


The Magistrates' Association has been calling for the decriminalisation of TV licence 
evasion for nearly twenty years, concerned that evaders are punished 
disproportionately.22 The Adam Smith Institute has published a report calling for the 
BBC to give up the licence fee. One of the reasons given is the licence fee 
criminalises poor people, in particular women with children living on welfare. The 
report points out that such people are liable to be re-prosecuted almost immediately 
unless they dispose of their TVs.22! In fact, a National Audit Office report from 2002 
stated that "significant numbers of offenders do not buy a licence following 
conviction" .2%21 


TV Licensing is managed as a sales operation“ and its officers are motivated by 
commission payments.“ In 2005, a TV Licensing officer was found guilty of false 
accounting and perverting the course of justice after he deliberately forged the 
confessions of four people to obtain commission payments.“ In April 2012 an Essex 
man convicted of TV licence evasion had his conviction overturned when TV 
Licensing were unable to confirm the validity of video evidence they presented in 
the original trial.24 


According to TV Licensing, 30% of those prosecuted for TV Licence evasion in 2012 
were found to have satellite or cable subscriptions. 


In 2018, there were a total of 129,446 cases in England and Wales where TV Licence 
evasion was the principal offence. Of these, 121,203 people were convicted. =a 


Although those found guilty of TV licence evasion cannot be sent to prison for that 
offence, if they default on their fine, they can be imprisoned. For example, in 2011, 
48 people were imprisoned in England and Wales for defaulting on fines imposed for 
TV licence evasion. The figure for 2012 was 51.8! 


Number of offences under Wireless Telegraphy Acts in England 
and Wales2 
(overwhelmingly made up of TV licensing cases)° 


2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 


Number of 166,94 | 164,46 | 170,65 | 193,04 | 178,33 
proceedings 4 2 0 9 2 


: 148,86 | 142,38 | 149,23 | 164,93 | 153,36 
Found guilty 7 6 9 5 9 


Average fine £167 £07 £169 £169 £170 


Northern Ireland[edit] 


In Northern Ireland, prosecutions are the responsibility of the BBC and are carried 
out by its contractor, Capita, in magistrates' courts.“ The prosecution process is 
very similar to that of England and Wales.%! 


In 2008, 5,272 people in Northern Ireland were prosecuted for non-payment of the 
television licence fee of which 4,118 were fined. The corresponding figures for 2007 
were 5,901 people prosecuted and 4,464 fines imposed.222! 


Scotland| edit] 


Procurator Fiscal's Office in Kilmarnock. In Scotland, the decision to prosecute TV licensing 
cases is taken by the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Office. Very few cases come to court 
in Scotland. 


In Scotland, the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Office undertakes prosecutions 
for TV licence evasion.” Very few cases in Scotland come to court. 


Instead of prosecution, in Scotland, TV licence fee evaders are usually asked by the 
Procurator Fiscal to pay a fiscal fine and a small number are simply given a warning. 
For example, in 2013-2014, just ten cases reached the courts whereas 12,969 
people were asked to pay a fiscal fine, no action was taken in 275 cases, and 174 
people were sent a warning. In addition, two people were asked to pay 
compensation and one person was offered the chance to pay a combination of fiscal 
fine and compensation.” In 2013-14, almost all of the fiscal fines (12,603 out of 
12,969) were at the level 2 rate of £75.28 In 2014-15, 13% of all fiscal fines in 
Scotland were issued for Communications Act offences, stated to be mainly TV 
licensing offences. The total number of fiscal fines imposed for these offences was 
4,874. = |n 2015-16, 7,962 fiscal fines were issued for Communications Act 
offences, of which 72% were issued to women.#24 In 2016-17, there were a total of 
4,799 fiscal fines imposed for Communications Act offences.“ 


In the years 2016/17 and 2017/18, prosecutions against suspected licence fee 
evaders were reduced to single figures. In 2016/17, 5 people were prosecuted of 
which 4 were found guilty. In the following year there were 6 prosecutions resulting 
in 5 guilty verdicts." 


Outcomes of TV licensing charges reported to the 
Procurator Fiscal.: 


2010-11 2011-12 | 2012-13 2013-14 


No action 498 865 599 215 
Warning 832 536 2219 174 
Fiscal fine 9522 12665 16403 12969 
Court proceedings |9 35 17 10 


Isle of Man[edit] 


On the Isle of Man, prosecutions are prepared by Capita on behalf of the 
BBC! although they use Manx qualified lawyers! in the Magistrates' Court. The 
maximum fine is £1,000. 


In a submission to Tynwald (the Isle of Man Government) regarding prosecution for 
non-payment of the BBC licence fee in the Crown dependencies, the BBC stated 59 
cases were laid to court in the Isle of Man between 2007 and 2009 although "these 
figures include cases where no further action may have been taken (eg because a 
writ was not served or the case was withdrawn)". 


Number of offences prosecuted of "no television/radio licence" recorded by 
the Constabulary of the Isle of Manz% 


2011/1 2012/1 2013/1 2014/1 2015/1 2016/1 2017/1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 


Number of 


: 0 93 0 19 68 14 
prosecutions 


In its response to the UK Government's TV Licence Fee Enforcement Review, 
published in 2015, the Isle of Man Government 'agreed that it is supportive of the 
decriminalisation of non-payment of the TV licence fee'.n%u 


Guernsey| edit] 


The maximum fine for licence fee evasion in Guernsey is £2,000.22 Initial 
investigations into licence fee evasion are carried out by Capita employees as in the 
UK. However, prosecutions are carried out by police and law officers. According to 
the States of Guernsey: "it appears the TV Licensing Inspectors visit the island once 
every three to four years, therefore offences are usually reported to us following 
these visits."221 In June 2013, Capita's television licensing enforcement officers 
visited Guernsey where according to the BBC, they found "130 people illegally 
watching TV without a licence".2! The Guernsey Police Annual Report 2014 states 
that no offences of "television receiver without a licence - install/use" were recorded 
in 2014 as opposed to two such cases in 2013.1 


Number of offences of "television receiver without a licence - install/use" 
recorded by the police in Guernsey“! 


200 200 200 200 200 201 201 201 201 201 
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Jersey[edit] 


According to the States of Jersey government: "Enforcement in Jersey is initiated by 
the TV Licensing function of the BBC which passes information onto the Jersey Police 
who then conduct their own investigation. A fine for a TV licensing offence can only 
be levied following successful prosecution at the Magistrate's Court: the Centenier 
does not have the power to summarily levy a fine for a TV licensing offence ata 
Parish Hall Enquiry."“22 The maximum fines for this offence in Jersey is £500. 

4921 Prosecutions are carried out by the Centenier. According to the BBC: "in the case 
of Jersey we can say that between 2007 and 2009 41 cases were laid to court". Ina 
response to a freedom of information request, the States of Jersey Police stated: "in 
2014 there were fourteen prosecutions for having ‘no TV licence’. All received 
cautions at the Parish Hall. Of the 14, eight were male and six were female. There 
were no prosecutions in 2015."2%! There were no prosections in 201622 


Enforcement overview| edit] 


Enforcement overview! 
(note the BBC contracts most of its enforcement work to Capita) 


Aa Scotland a p Guernsey Jersey 
BBC 
passes 
cases to BBC 
an initially, 
BBC but inspector | informatio 
Investi decision to in the n passed 
gating BBC prosecute BBC BBC Guernsey to police 
authori taken by a prosecutio | who 
ty procurator n unit, conduct 
fiscal with the their own 
evidence investigati 
reviewed on 
by law 
officers 
Prosecu BBC : 
ting Procurator (using Be cee : 
= | ke : BBC law Centenier 
authori fiscal Manx i 
officers 
ty lawyers) 


Legislat | Communic | Communic | Communic | Communic | Communic | Broadcasti 
ion ations Act | ations Act | ations Act | ations ations ng & 


Maximu 
m fine 


Case 
heard 


by 


2003; 
Police and 
Criminal 
Evidence 
Act 1984 


£1,000 


Magistrate 


s' court 


2003; 
Criminal 
Procedure 
(Scotland) 
Act 1995 


£1,000 


Sheriff 
court 


2003; 
Police and 
Criminal 
Evidence 
Order 
1989 


£1,000 


District 


judge 


Opinions on the licence fee[edit] 


Opinion polls[edit] 


In 2004, the BBC reported that "Almost 70% of people in the UK want changes to the 
way the BBC is funded", following an ICM poll for their current affairs 
programme Panorama, which showed that 31% were in favour of the existing 

licence fee system, 36% said the BBC should be paid for by a subscription and 31% 
wanted advertising to pay for the programmes.2 
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In August 2008, the Guardian newspaper reported that "The BBC is facing an uphill 
battle to maintain support for the licence fee", stating that according to an Ipsos 
MORI poll the newspaper had commissioned, 41% agreed that the licence fee is an 
"appropriate funding mechanism" and 37% disagreed but when asked whether the 
licence fee is "good value for money", 47% disagreed, with more than half of them 
disagreeing strongly. The poll also showed that there is no longer a majority 
believing that the licence fee assured them of distinctive programming not available 
elsewhere — which, the newspaper said, had long been one of the arguments for its 
existence: 41% of the population disagreed with only 30% agreeing. The poll also 
showed that opinion was split by a growing north-south and socio-economic divide. 


201 


In September 2009, the Guardian reported an ICM poll showing an increase in 
support for the licence fee to 43%; "The fee is backed by 43%, against 24% who 


think advertising should foot the bill and 30% who think people should pay to 
subscribe if they want to see BBC programmes. In 2004, only 31% backed the 
licence fee, 12 points lower than today.".2% 


In 2013, according to an ICM poll for the Sunday Telegraph, 70% stated that the BBC 
licence fee should be abolished or cut. 49% of those polled believed the fee should 
be scrapped altogether.2°21 


Views of official bodies and policy institutes[edit] 


Previous inquiries, such as the parliamentary Peacock Committee in 1986 and the 
internal Davies committee in 2000, recommended continuing the licence fee, with 
conditions. In 2001, an Ofcom report found that the vast majority of those it 
interviewed, including owners of digital television equipment, supported the 
principle of a licence fee to fund public service television and radio. The advantages 
of such funding listed by those interviewed included diversity, high quality, 
education, innovation, entertainment, information, original productions, pluralism, 
accessibility, inclusion of minorities and free access. Another reason given ina 
response to Ofcom by the National Union of Journalists was that the licence fee 
allows the BBC to "retain independence" from both commercial and political 
pressures, 2051 


Nonetheless, having surveyed public opinion during December 2003, a finding of the 
Department for Culture, Media and Sport was that "the way the licence fee is set 
and collected raised issues about fairness". Further criticisms, embodied in a 
2005 Green Paper, included cost, value for money, whether or not the BBC should 
be publicly funded, the high cost of collection and enforcement and the methods 
used. 


Meanwhile, in 2004, the Institute for Public Policy Research criticised the TV licence 
fee for its regressive impact, pointing out that it represents a much higher 
proportion of income for poor households, that evaders are most likely to be single 
parents, lone tenants, pensioners and the economically inactive and that the 
difficulties they have in paying the licence fee are compounded by the penalties 
enforced for non-payment.24 


Other technologies for receiving visual media, such as mobile phones and 
computers connected to the Internet, has led to questions over whether or not a 
licence fee based on television receiver ownership can continue to be justified when 
a television receiver is no longer the sole medium over which the BBC distributes its 
content;2 and these technological changes led the Department for Culture, Media 
and Sport to state in 2005 that the collection of a fixed charge based on television 
ownership may become difficult to sustain.” 


In 2006, the House of Lords Select Committee on BBC Charter Review criticised the 
reclassification of the licence fee as a tax, pointing out that the BBC was in 
consequence reclassified as a central government body, with "significant 
implications for the BBC's independence". 


In a debate in the UK Parliament in October 2013, the licence fee was referred to as 
‘a flat-rate poll tax' and as 'probably the UK's most regressive tax'2%! 


Some critics'“4 claim that the licensing system interferes with the freedom to 
receive information and contend that this is a contravention of Article 10 of 


the European Convention on Human Rights (the right to freedom of expression). 
2091 In a case dealing with the German radio licence, the ECHR in Application No. 


26907/95 stated "Such an undertaking cannot be successfully accomplished unless 
it is grounded in the principle of pluralism, of which the State is the ultimate 
guarantor." and "The interference complained of was, therefore, necessary ina 
democratic society. There is, accordingly, no appearance of a violation of the 
applicant's right under Article 10 (Art. 10)."%2% 


Media views(edit] 


The television licence fee system has been variously criticised, commented upon 
and defended by the press. 2212212131 |n 2010, the journalist Charles Moore was fined 
by a magistrates’ court for watching TV without a licence. Moore had refused to pay 
in protest at the BBC's unwillingness to dismiss Jonathan Ross in the wake of his 
involvement in The Russell Brand Show prank telephone calls. Later, Moore was to 
describe the BBC licence fee as "the most regressive and most ruthlessly collected 
of all government imposts.”25! In 2014, Nick Ross, a BBC presenter, stated that the 
licence fee was unfair and should be abolished. 


Websites and blogsj/edit] 


There are a number of websites that campaign against the TV licence24 The BBC 
monitors the internet for references to TV Licensing.@® According to the BBC 
"searches are carried out for the purpose of identifying external information relating 
to TV Licensing such that, where appropriate, we can respond and assist licence fee 
payers or correct inaccurate information as well as flag up customer complaints." 
Part of this monitoring ‘flags up’ critical comments about TV Licensing. An internal 
briefing note released by the BBC in response to a freedom of information request 
names the TV Licensing Blog as TV Licensing's "most prevalent activist"24 who has 
"built a significant following both for his blog and for his @TVLicensingblog Twitter 
feed (over 900 followers)". The BBC also monitors YouTube videos of enquiry officers 
and YouTube videos critical of TV Licensing as well as social media such as 
Facebook! and Twitter. 


Opinions on collection and enforcement methods(edit] 


In September 2008, the BBC's governing body, the BBC Trust, launched a review of 
TV Licensing's methods, following complaints about "heavy-handed" and 
"intimidating" tactics“ and during December 2008, it was reported by the press that 
the chairman of the all-party Commons Culture, Media and Sport committee had 
accused TV Licensing of behaving "like the Gestapo", employing "tactics that are 
outrageous", saying: "The tactics used by TV Licensing in their letters are 
intimidatory and cause genuine distress. Their records are not always correct, but 
they write letters that assume members of the public are criminals".222 


In 2008, the former BBC television star, Noel Edmonds, stated that he had stopped 
paying his TV licence in a protest at the tone of BBC adverts aimed at TV licence 
evaders,.224 


Isle of Man(edit] 


The licensing system remains controversial in the Isle of Man due to the fact that the 
licence fee remains the same as in the UK and Channel Islands, even though the 
BBC provides neither a local television news service for the Isle of Man (similar 

to BBC Channel Islands) nor any BBC local radio or national radio opt-out station. 
The BBC has sought to redress the lack of coverage by improving its online news 
service for the Isle of Man, with permanent BBC staff based at the Manx 


Radio studios in Douglas. A Select Committee of Tynwald was established in 2009 to 
investigate the value for money of the licensing system for the Isle of Man, and the 
feasibility of the Isle of Man withdrawing from it. 


The future of the licence fee[edit] 


The current Royal Charter for the BBC expires on 31 December 202724 and the TV 
licence fee itself was fixed at £145.50 until March 2017.22 After this time the fee will 


increase in line with inflation for five years until 2022;224 the price was raised to 
£ 147 [22511226] 


The government stated that "while the current licence fee collection system is in 
operation, the current system of criminal deterrence and prosecution should be 
maintained". 2221 


In June 2019, it was announced that free TV licences that are funded by the 
Government for all over 75s would be abolished in June 2020. 


The TV Licensing website states that "From 1 June 2020, there will be a new 
scheme. Under the new scheme, anyone aged 75 or over who receives Pension 
Credit will still be eligible for a free TV Licence which the BBC will pay for. 
Households where there is no one aged 75 or over that receives Pension Credit will 
need to buy a licence if one is needed."228! 


Notes[edit] 


The Communications (Television Licensing) Regulations 2004! gives the following 
definition: 


e "television receiver" means any apparatus installed or used for the purpose of 
receiving (whether by means of wireless telegraphy or otherwise) any television 
programme service, whether or not it is installed or used for any other purpose. 

e any reference to receiving a television programme service includes a reference 
to receiving by any means any programme included in that service, where that 
programme is received at the same time (or virtually the same time) as it is 
received by members of the public by virtue of its being broadcast or distributed 
as part of that service. 
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The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) occupies many properties in the United 
Kingdom, and occupied many other in previous years. The headquarters of the 
corporation is Broadcasting House in London; with many other divisions located in 
London and around the UK. Since 2007 the BBC has been developing a significant base 
at MediaCityUK in Salford, to which it has relocated several departments. There are also 
production bases in Belfast, Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff and Glasgow. The BBC also 
owns news bureaux and relay stations outside the UK. 
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Portland Portland 
Street Street 

Great 
Wogan House | Portland 


Street 


Television 
services 


Radio 
services 


BBC Radio 


2, BBC 6 Music, 


BBC Club 


Other 
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for Silent Witness. 
Home of BBC 
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Operations, 
responsible for 
outside broadcasts 
for BBC News. 
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Formerly known as 
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Television Radio 
services services 


Great Formerly home to 
Yalding House | Portland BBC Radio 1 and 
Street BBC 1Xtra 


BBC Radio 
BBC One, BBC 1, BBC Radio 
Two, BBC 1Xtra, BBC. 
Three, BBC Radio 3, BBC Headquarters of the 
Broadcasting Langham Four, BBC News | Radio 4, BBC BBC. Home of BBC 
House Place Channel, BBC Radio 4 News and BBC 
World Extra, BBC Television. 
News, BBC Radio 
London London, BBC 
World Service 


Studio Centre. 
BBC Maida_ ; Home of BBC 
Maida Vale Symphon 
Vale ymp y 
Orchestra and 
recording studios. 


BBC Archive r Home to the BBC 
Perivale : ac 
Centre —— Archives. 


Small area leased 
Queen Southbank as a technical 
Elizabeth Hall | Centre facility for recording 
events. 


Small area leased 
Royal Festival | Southbank as a technical 
Hall Centre facility for recording 
events. 


: levision 

Name Location re PO 
services 

Four Millbank Westminster | BBC Parliament 

BBC Centre i f 

Houen White City 

BBC Television : f 

SS (NA t 

Centre diesis 

BBC White 

City (Broadcas , , 

t Centre & od 

Lighthouse) 


Radio 
services 


Other 


Parliamentary 
studio, leased 
from ITV. 


Home to BBC 
Research South Lab. 


Former home of 
BBC Television. 
Mostly sold for 
development, but 
part let to BBC 
Worldwide and 
some BBC Studios 
staff. Home to BBC- 
Studioworks. 


Large office and 
production centre 
where many 
channelsand many 
others are 
broadcast. Home 
to BBC Creative, 
[BBC Studios] and 
many other 
television 
programmes 
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Digital Media | Barnsley 
Centre®! 
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BBC 
Broadcasting | Barrow-in- Local studio 
ee for BBC Radio 
House Furness 
Cumbria 


Barnstaple 
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College of Basingstoke 
Technology 
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BBC Bath Bath ris studio for BBC | for BBC Radio | Kingsmead 
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Radio 


Home to 
the BBC- 

The Mailbox irmingham | BBC West Midlands Birmingham Net 
work Production 
Centre 
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for BBC Radio 
Berkshire 


Radio 
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services 


Studio centre 

for BBC 

Birmingham Net 
BBC Drama Birmingham work Production 
Village Unit. Located 

on University of 

Birmingham Sell 

y Oak campus. 
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address: Darwen 
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Lancashire 
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Business for BBC 
Centre Lincolnshire 


National loc sirctudio tor BE Local studio 
Media Bradford ; =o for BBC Radio 
RERE Yorkshire aes 
Museum"! rae Leeds 


Also named 
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Home to 
the BBC Natural 
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Bristol BBC West BBC Radio. Unit, Countryfile 
and the BBC 
Bristol Network 
Production Unit. 


Broadcasting 


(Bristol) 


Bromsgrove | Bromsgrove Local studio 
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Hereford and 
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services 
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Burton upon a ER Local studio 
Burton upon : 
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Halls Trent Derby 
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Broadcasting Cahid BBC Look East (west TEE, 
House EU opt-out) oS 
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Canterbury 

Christ. Canterbury 
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University 
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Kent 


BBC 
Broadcasting BBC Radio 
Carlisle . 

House ney bas Cumbria 
(Carlisle) 

: : Local studio 
Sun Pier Panam Local studio for BBC for BBC Radio 
Chambers = South East aad 

Kent 

BBC 
Hea aie ected BBC Essex 
House 
(Chelmsford) 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 


BBC Chesterfield 


Chesterfield 


e Television services 


Mercantile 
House 


D 


Dunsfold 
Aerodrome"! 


Colchester E 


cense Local studio for BB 


Cranleigh 


Crewe 
Municipal Crew 
Buildings 


Darlington 
Town Hall 


Darlington 


BBC 
Broadcasting 
House 
(Derby) 


Portfolio 
House 


Radio 
services 


Sheffield 


Local studio 
for BBC Essex 


BBC Coventry 
and 
Warwickshire 


Production 
facility for 
Gear. 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Stoke 


Local studio 
for BBC Tees 


BBC Radio 
Derby 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Solent 


ae 5 Radio 
Television services : 
services 


Home of BBC 
Monitoring (193 
9-1943), home 
to BBC 


Academy since 
1943. 


Wood Norton | Evesham 


BBC 

Broadcasting Eae 
House RAT 
(Exeter) 

Accelerator 

Bunding f Falmer 
University of 

Sussex”! 


Local studio 
for BBC 
Devon 


Production 
facility for Bang 
Goes the 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Humberside 


as 


University of Guildford 
Surrey -a 
ause 
House 


Premises 
located on 
university 
campus 


BBC Surrey 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 


oe P BBC Radio 
roadicasting | Gloucester Gloucestershi 
House re 
(Gloucester) = 


ae 5 Radio 
Television services : 
services 


Local studio 
for BBC Tees 


Creative Local studio 
Media Hastings for BBC 
Centre Sussex 
Crowsley Henley-on- 
Park Thames 
Portcullis Hull BBC Yorkshire and BBC Radio 
House aaa Lincolnshire Humberside 
BBC 
Broadcasting inewick 
House spswich 
(Ipswich) 
Local studio 
BBC Kendal Kendal for BBC Radio 
Cumbria 


Hartlepool 


Civic Centre Boei 


Receiving 
station for BB 


Monitoring. 


BBC Radio 
Suffolk 


North Lynn 


Business King's Lynn 
Village 


BBC 
Lancaster 
Lancaster SA ate 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Norfolk 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 


Radio 
services 


Lancashire 


Local studio 
Royal Pump | Leamington for BBC 


Rooms Coventry & 
Warwickshire 


BBC 

Broadcasting eae BBC Yorkshire BBC Radio Also known as 

Centre pe eae Leeds Quarry Hill. 

(Leeds) 

Leek Town Leck 

Hall ZET 
Luton 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Stoke 


BBC Three 
Counties 
Radio 


BBC BBC Radio 
: Leicester : 
Leicester Leicester 
BBC 
Broadcasting 
House 
(Luton) 
BBC l 
Broadcasting Local Sude Jor EEL BBC Radio 
Lincoln Yorkshire and : F 

House : 7 Lincolnshire 

i Lincolnshire 
(Lincoln) Tia ea 
EEK Liverpool BBC Radio" Sena 
Lete Merse ei Lane/Hanover 

Street 


ae 5 Radio 
Television services : 
services 
Maiden l 
Maidenhead 
House Fea ee 


aa ae a 
House 
; Local studio 
R? Mansfield for BBC Radio 
Mie cans Nottingham 


Sublet to Atos 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
York 


Matlock 
Town Hall eikels 


BBC 
Broadcasting 
House 
(Middlesbrou 
gh) 


Middlesbrou 


BBC Tees 
gh See ee 


Local studio 
Local studio for BBC for BBC Three 
East Counties 
Radio 


Pace Studios 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Derby 


err j Programme 
Building, The production 
offices for BBC 
University and Open 


University co- 
productions. 


Radio 


Television services 
services 


BBC 
Broadcasting 
Centre 


Newcastle BBC North East and BBC Radio 
upon Tyne Cumbria Newcastle 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Solent 


Northallerton | Northallerto Local studio 
County Hall |n for BBC Tees 


Riverside Newport, 
Centre Isle of Wight 


BBC 

Broadcasting aE 
House reais 
(Northampto | ~ 

n) 


BBC Radio 
Northampton 


The Forum Norwich BBC East BBC Radio. 
Norfolk 
Norwich 
Livestock Norwich Ancillary use 
Market 
BBC r: : BBC Radio 
Nottingham eied oilen enu Nottingham 


BBC Oxford BBC Oxford opt-out BBC Radio 
Broadcasting region Oxford 
House 

(Oxford) 


Oldway 
Mansion 


Kings 
Chambers® 


BBC 
Broadcasting 
House 
(Ingledene) 


Gunwharf 


Quays 


Caversham 
Park 


Redditch 
Town Halla 


Rugby Art 
Gallery and 
Museum 


Paignton 


Peterboroug 
h 


Plymouth 


Portsmouth 


Reading 


Redditch 


Television services 


Local studio for BBC- 
East 


BBC South West 


Local studio for BBC 


Radio 
services 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Devon 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 


Cambridgeshi 
re 


BBC Radio 
Devon 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Solent 


BBC Radio 


Home of BBC 
Monitoring and 


South 


Berkshire 


Local studio 
for BBC 
Hereford and 
Worcester 


Local studio 
for BBC 


Coventry & 
Warwickshire 


of the BBC 
Written Archive 


ae 5 Radio 
Television services : 
services 


Headquarters of 
the BBC North 
Group Division, 
home to BBC 
BBC Radios | &hildren's, BBC 
Live. BBC Philharmonic an 
BBC North Radio 5 Live d BBC Religion 
West, CBBC, CBeebies, Cee and Ethics, BBC 
BBC Manchester, BBC are Research North 
MediaCityUK | Salford North West AE To Lab, BBC 
Tonight, BBC Breakfast, | Learning, BBC 
Manchester, B 3 
BBC Sports Centre ; Future Media, 
BC Radio 6 a 
news room, BBC Sport, MuE BBC Vision 
EAA, North, BBC 
(programmes) 
support teams, 
BBC Blue 
Peter, BBC 
Stargazing (scie 
nce production). 


Beckett ETR Local studio for BBC ee a 
Houses | 2@sbury Saudi r BB 
Wiltshire 
: Local studio 
Scarborough Local studio for BBC 
əcarporougn i ee 
Art Gallery Yorkshire for BBC Radio 
BBC Local studio 
Scunthorpe scunthorpe for BBC Radio 
Humberside 
BBC 


BBC Radio 
Sheffield 


BBC 
Broadcasting 
House 
(Shrewsbury 
) 


BBC 
Broadcasting 
House 
(Southampto 
n) 


Gamble 
Institute and 
Central 
Library 


Stafford 
County 
Buildings 


Cheapside 


Shakespeare 
Centre 
Library 


North Sands 
Business 
Centre 


Radio 
services 


Shrewsbury BBC Radio" 

Shropshire 

Southampto BBC Radio 
BBC South Sen 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Merseyside 


Television services 


St Helens 
Merseyside 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Stoke 


Stoke-on- BBC Radio 
Trent Stoke 


Stafford 


Local studio 
for BBC 


Coventry & 
Warwickshire 


Stratford- 
upon-Avon 


Local studio 
for BBC 
Newcastle 


Sunderland 


ae 5 Radio 
Television services : 
services 


BBC 

poaa aano don BBC Wiltshire 

House 

(Swindon) 

Bedes House | Taunton E arale Toar BEE BBC Somerset rn 


Hazeldene_ 

House : Local studio 
Telford Telford Local o Wet esi for BBC Radio 
er eae ar Midlands ae aS 
Shopping Shropshire 


Centre 


Trowbridge Local studio 

Council Trowbridge for BBC 

Offices Wiltshire 

Phoenix Truro BBC Radio Also known as 
Wharf ear Cornwall Phoenix Wharf. 


The Great Tunbridge 


Hall Wells BBC South East 


The_ Watford Host venue 

Colosseum! of BBC Concert 
Orchestra and 
frequently 
occupied for 
production 
of Friday Night is 
Music Night. 


Radio 


Location Television services i 
services 


Local studio for BBC Local studio 
Whitehaven | North East and for BBC Radio 
Cumbria Cumbria 


Post Office 
Chambers 


Newhampto | Wolverhamp | Local studio for BBC Local studio 
n Arts Centre | ton Midlands for BBC WM 


BBC 
Broadcasting 
House 
(Worcester) 


BBC , BBC Radio 
Broadcasting York 
House (York) re 


BBC Hereford 
Worcester and 
Worcester 


Northern Ireland[edit] 


P Television z 5 
Location i Radio services 
services 


Network Studio 
Armagh for BBC Radio 
Planetarium! Ulster and BBC 


Radio Foyle 


Network Network Studio 
Studio for BBC | for BBC Radio 
Northern Ulster and BBC 
Ireland Radio Foyle 


Ballymena Museu 


m & Town Hall He Lee 


BBC Blackstaff Studio for BBC 
Housen Northern 


Television 
services 


Home to BBC 
Northern 
BBC Broadcasting BBC Northern f Ireland 
ee Ist : 
House (Belfast)"® Belfast Ireland BBC Radio Ulster National 
Production 
Centre 
Ferguson House 


Radio services 


Network Studio 
for BBC Radio 
Ulster and BBC 
Radio Foyle 


Network studio 
for BBC Radio 
Ulster and BBC 


Radio Foyle 


Network studio 
ee for BBC Radio 
[17] BBL Rado 
Intec Centre Enniskillen Ulster and BBC 
Radio Foyle 
Network studio 
Newry Council Neue for BBC Radio 
Offices wewry Ulster and BBC 
Radio Foyle 


St. Patrick Centre | Powmpalric 


Also known by 
i address: 
BBC Derry Derry BBC Radio Foyle Noethiond 
Road 


Television 


Name Location 2 Radio services Other 
services 
Network studio | Network studio 
KA KOUE Newtownar | for BBC for BBC Radio 
z ds Northern Ulster and BBC 
Ireland Radio Foyle 
Network studio 
BBC Omagh Omagh for BBC Radio 
Ulster 
Scotland(edit] 
Name rocano Telavi con Radio services Other 
n services 
Network Studio S Also known by 
BBC Ayr Ayr o scotland and BBC a Churchill 
a Radio nan Gàidheal 
BBC Network Studio Network Studio 
Broadcasting for BBC Radio 
Aberdeen | for BBC 
House Ta Scotland and BBC 
(Aberdeen) Sap een Radio nan Gaidheal 
Liniclate Benbedil 
Community ge Recording Studio 
School = 
Studio Centre 
eI 3 Dumbarto for BBC 
poou ion n Scotland Network 
Villagers P SS 


Production Unit. 


Locatio Television : z 
a Radio services 
n services 
Network Studio | Network Studio 
Elmbank Dumfries | for BBC for BBC Radio 
Scotland Scotland 
Network Studio 
BBC Dundee Dundee for BBC Radio 
Scotland 
Network Studio | Network Studio 
The Tun Edinburgh | for BBC for BBC Radio 
Scotland Scotland 
BBC Pacific BBC Radio Home to BBC 
ous Glasgow Scotland, BBC Scotland and BBC Scotland Network 
cuer Radio nan Gàidheal Production Centre 


Glasgow 
North Trading | Glasgow Ancillary use 
Estate 
BBC Network Studio Neto Suido 
Broadcasting for BBC : 

Inverness for BBC Radio nan 
House Scotland, BBC $ 

Gàidheal 

(Inverness) Alba 


BBC Shetland | Lerwick BBC Radio 
Shetland and 
Network studio 
for BBC Radio 


e e inadall BBC Radio Orkney aa 
Union House 


Television 3 7 
5 Radio services 
services 
BBC Oban Ancillary use 


Network Studio 
Clydesdale 
Bank Buildin Portree for BBC 
g Scotland 


n 
Network studio 
BBC Selkirk Selkirk for BBC Radio 
Scotland 
Cottrell 
Building, eae Office use for BBC 
University of Stirling Scotland. 
Stirling"?! 
Network Studio 
Ro eani Stornowa | Network Studio | for BBC Radio 
y for BBC Alba Scotland and BBC 
Radio nan Gàidheal 


Wales(edit] 


Televisio 
n 
services 
Network 
Studio 
Aberystwyth for BBC- 
Cymru 
Wales 
Network 
Studio 
BBC Bangor Bangor for BBC 
Cymru 
Wales 


Aberystwyth 
University 


BBC New 

Broadcasting Cardiff BBC Cymru 
House (Cardiff), | Wales 

3 Central Square 


BC 
Broadcasting Cardiff 
House (Cardiff 


BBC Hoddinott 
Hall (Wales 
Millennium 
Centre)24 


St David's Hall 


Radio 
services 


Network 
Studio for BBC 
Radio 

Cymru and BB 
C Radio Wales 


Network 
Studio for BBC 
Radio 

Cymru and BB 
C Radio Wales 


BBC Radio 
Wales and BBC 


Radio Cymru 


BBC Radio 
Wales and BBC 
Radio Cymru 


Premises located on 
University campus 


Also known as Bryn 
Meirion. 


Broadcasts due to 
commence in 
20192% 


Home to the BBC 
Cymru Wales 
National Production 
Unit. 


Due to close in 
2020. 


Home of BBC 
National Orchestra 
of Wales 


BBC National 
Orchestra of 
Wales is orchestra 
in residence of 


Ty Oldfield 
Roath Lock 


Priory Houser 


Pembrokeshire 
College 


Hotel Metropole 


Ladywell House 


BBC 
Penrhyndeudrae 
th 


Televisio 
n 
services 


Cardiff 


Cardiff Bay 


Haverfordwest 


Network 
Studio 
for BBC 


Cymru 
Wales 


Llandrindod 
Wells 


Newtown 


Penrhyndeudra 
eth 


Radio 
services 


Accompanied 
Broadcasting House 
(Cardiff) in purpose. 


Due to close in 
2019. 


Studio centre 
for BBC Cymru 
Wales Drama 
productions 


Home 


of Casualty and Po 


Network 
Studio for BBC 
Radio 

Cymru and BB 
C Radio Wales 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Wales and BBC 
Radio Cymru 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Wales and BBC 
Radio Cymru 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Wales and BBC 
Radio Cymru 


Local studio 

for BBC Radio 
Cymru and BB 
C Radio Wales 


Televisio 


Name Location n Radio Other 
i services 
services 
Network : 
BBC Dylan Studio Nervae Studio 
for BBC Radio 
Thomas House Swansea for BBC 
(Swansea) Cymru Cymru and BB 
=ymru C Radio Wales 
Wales 
Centre for the Network Network 
Creative Studio Studio for BBC 
Industries Wrexham for BBC Radio 
Glyndŵr Cymru Wales and BBC 
University? Wales Radio Cymru 
British Crown dependencies(edit] 
x Television Radio Oth 
Name Location f i 
services services er 


Local studio for BBC 


BBC Television Saint BBC Radio 
Channel Islands opt- 
House Sampson, Guernsey aie Guernsey 
Broadcasting Douglas, Isle of 
House (Douglas) | Man®*! 
; A BBC Channel BBC Radio 
BBC Jersey Saint Helier, Jersey islands opt-out E 
Abroad [edit] 


In addition to the domestic bases, the BBC has numerous bases overseas to monitor the 
global news organisations and to gather news stories. The BBC itself does not publish 
the exact location of each of their news bureau in case of attack or harassment of staff 
because of their employment by the broadcaster, which aims to be politically neutral. 


Part of BBC 


World Service 


Part of BBC 
World Service 


Part of BBC 
World Service 


Part of BBC 


World Service 


Part of BBC 
World Service 


Part of BBC 


World Service 


Part of BBC 


World Service 


Purpose 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Monitoring for Global News 
Division 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


; Part of BBC s 
Bishkek yrgyzstan Word SENCE Newsgathering and Production 
Boston United States Pamor BBC Newsgathering and Production 
World Service 
Buea Benn Office Work, Newsgathering and 
a a ese Production 


; , Part of BBC ; : 
Buenos Aires Argentina World Service Newsgathering and Production 
Part of BBC s ) 
Bujumbura Burundi WL nE Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering, Production and 
Monitoring 


Egypt 


Part of BBC 
World Service 


Casablanca Morocco Pamor a Newsgathering and Production 
World Service 
India Part of BBC Newsgathering and Production 


Egypt Newsgathering and Production 


-Semees pupos 
World Service 


Newsgathering and Production 


Part of BBC 
World Service 


: Part of BBC f f 

Damascus Warid Serice Newsgathering and Production 
Part of BBC : ‘ 

Dar es Salaam World Service Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering, Production and 
Monitoring 


Part of BBC 


World Service Newsgathering and Production 


Bangladesh 


United Arab Part of BBC 


Emra Wod ENE Newsgathering and Production 


Republic of 
Ireland 


se Part of BBC 
Tajikistan Warid cance Newsgathering and Production 


Gaza Palestinian Newsgathering and Production 
territories 


Office work and Newsgathering 


Herat Afghanistan 
a 


Kabul Afghanistan 


Part of BBC 


World Service 


Part of BBC 
World Service 


Part of BBC 


World Service 


Part of BBC 


World Service 


Purpose 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Monitoring for Global News 
Division 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering, Production and 
Monitoring 


Newsgathering and Production 


ee 


Part of BBC 

Karachi Pakistan WEEE Newsgathering and Production 
Part of BBC ; 

Kathmandu Werd avic Newsgathering and Production 
Part of BBC : ; 

Khartoum World ERNE Newsgathering and Production 


Monitoring for Global News 
Division 


Part of BBC 


World Service Newsgathering and Production 


Part of BBC 
World Service 


Newsgathering and Production 


Democratic 
Republic of 
Congo 


Part of BBC 


World Service Newsgathering and Production 


Part of BBC 


World Service Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


ree Part of BBC ’ 
Kuwait City World Service Newsgathering and Production 
gos Newsgathering and Production 


Part of BBC ; , 
Lahore Warid Enie Newsgathering and Production 


Los Angeles Newsgathering and Production 


} ; Part of BBC ; ‘ 
Mazar-i-Sharif World Service Newsgathering and Production 


, : : Part of BBC ; : 
Mexico City woii ENE Newsgathering and Production 


r Part of BBC s ) 
Miami WEE Newsgathering and Production 


: iene Part of BBC 
Wod ENE Newsgathering and Production 


an Newsgathering, Production and 
Moscow ee 

Monitoring 
Nairobi Newsgathering and Production 


Heer Monitoring for Global News 
Nairobi onan 
Division 


ety coumty sees amos 


New York 


New York 


Paris 


M 


Pristina 


France 


Part of BBC 


Part of BBC 


Kosovo A 
World Service 


(United Nations) eran [3 


World Service 


Part of BBC 
Ramallah Palestinian 
aaa territories 


l i ! Part of BBC 
Riyadh Saudi Arabia World Service 


Part of BBC 


World Service 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Shanghai 


f Republic of Part of BBC 
Macedonia World Service 
Tashkent Uzbekistan 


Abana Part of BBC 
World Service 


Iran 
HE 


Washington, United States 
D.C. 


Purpose 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production, 
studio for Newsday, Asia 
Business Report 


Newsgathering and Production 


Monitoring for Global News 
Division 


Monitoring for Global News 
Division 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Monitoring for Global News 
Division 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 
Studio for BBC World news 
America 


City Country Services Purpose 


Part of BBC 
World Service 


Yaoundé Cameroon Newsgathering and Production 


Monitoring for Global News 


Yerevan Armenia Ree 
SIRSE S Division 


In addition to the above properties, the BBC also own radio relays including the Limassol 
BBC Relay on Cyprus. 


Previous BBC properties[edit] 


Throughout the years, the BBC has used a number of different properties that have 
been sold or vacated by the corporation 


Name Location ao nario Other 
services services 
BBC Radio Studio centre and 
Pebble Mill BBC Birmingham, | ome to BBC 
Studios Birmingham alte deic | l BEL Birmingham network 
ətudios Birmingham 
Tean WM (1971- roduction unit 
2004) p i 
Broad Broad Street, BBC 
Street Birmingham Moan (Ne 
birmingham 
4-1971) 
Home of BBC 
Carpenter Edgbaston, Birmingham network 
Road Birmingham production centre 
(c.1950-1971) 
; BBC 
bans Coventry CWR (1990- 


Name 


Queen 
Margaret 
Drive 


2 
Whitefriars 
Court 


Shiretown 
House 


9 Chapel 
Street 


Location 


Glasgow 


Great Yarmouth 


Hereford 


T 


Television 
services 


BBC 


Scotland until 
2007 


BBC Yorkshire 


and 
Lincolnshire (2 
001-2004) 


Radio 
services 


BBC Radio 
Scotland and 
BBC Radio 
nan 
Gàidheal until 
2007 


District office 
and studio 


for BBC Radio 


Norfolk from 
1984 until 
201728 


Local studio 
for BBC 
Hereford and 


Worcester 


Other 


Home to BBC 
Scotland Network 
Production Centre 
from creation until 
2007 


Used for live reports, 
interviews with guests 
from the Great 
Yarmouth area and 
the preparation of 
pre-recorded items by 
the Great Yarmouth 
district reporter. 

261 Also occasionally 
used for full live 
programmes.2! At one 
point in its history it 
was the base for three 
staff; a receptionist, a 
producer anda 
reporter.22 Latterly, it 
was a one-person 
operation staffed only 
by the district 
reporter.24 


Closed c.2012 


Name Location 


Langley OB | Langley, 


Base Berkshire 
Alexandra lordon 
Palace 

BBC Henry 

Wood London 
House22! 


Bush House | London 


Egton London 
House 


Television Radio 
services services 


BBC Television 
Service (1936 
- 1956) 


BBC World 
Service (1941- 
2012) 


BBC Radio 
1 (1967-1996) 


Other 


Home to BBC TV 
Outside Broadcasts 
2007-2008 when it 
was then purchased 
by SiS Live. The SiS 
TV OB operation 
closed down in 2014. 
BBC Radio OB's also 
occupied the site 
2007-2014 before 
moving to Park Royal. 


Studios used for BBC 
TV until the station 
moved to Lime 

Grove in 1956. Was 
also the base for BBC 
TV News, until it 
moved to Television 
Centre in 1969, and 
for Open 

University broadcasts. 
Closed in 1981.2! 


Contained some 
activities of the BBC 
Audio and Music 

and BBC- 

Research department 
S. 


Connected to 
adjacent Broadcasting 


Name Location 
Golders 
Green 

; London 
Hippodrom 
e 
Langham. London 
Hotel 
Lime Grove 
Studios Ponden 
1-2 London 
Marylebone 


High Street 


Television 
services 


BBC 
Publishing 
(later BBC 


Radio 
services 


Previously 
Radio Times 


Other 


House through a 
subway, and as a 
result often thought of 
as part of 
Broadcasting House. 
Demolished in 2003 
to make way for the 
new Egton Wing of 
Broadcasting House. 


Radio Studio and 
concert hall and home 
to the BBC Concert 
Orchestra between 
1969 and 2003. 


Supported BBC 
Broadcasting House 
nearby. Home to the 
BBC record library 
between 1965 and 
1986. 


Studio Centre 
purchased in 1949 for 
use until BBC 
Television Centre was 
completed, however 
retained as second 
major studio centre. 
Closed and 
demolished in 1992.5% 


Name Location 


35 
Marylebone | London 
High Street 


London 


Savoy Hill 


London 
House mee 


BBC Kendal | Acton, London 


Avenue 


Television 
services 


Enterprises, 
then BBC 
Worldwide), 
including BBC 
Software 


Radio Times / 
The Listener / 
BBC 
Publishing 
(later BBC 
Enterprises, 
then BBC 
Worldwide), B 
BC. 

London (2001- 
2009) 


94.9/GLR/BBC 


Other 


Radio Theatre used 
between the early 
1960s and 1995. 


Home of the British. 
Broadcasting 
Company and the 
subsequent corporatio 
n 1923 and 1932, 
when the BBC moved 
to Broadcasting 
House.241 


Former OB base, sold 
to developers in 2007 
when the BBC's OB 
base was moved to 
Langley. Demolished 


Name Location 
Ironworks 
Developme | Bow, London 
nt221 
Windmill Brentford, 
Road London 
Camden Camden Town, 
Palace London 
BBC Villiers i 
Ealing, London 
Heus aling, Londo 
Ealing A 
: Ealing, London 
Studios al ongo 


Television 
services 


Radio 
services 


Other 


and redeveloped. 


Small temporary 
studio used during 
the 2012 Summer 
Olympics 


Home to the BBC 
Television and Sound 
Archive until 2011. 
Gave its name to the 
1980s BBC2 

show Windmill, which 
looked at archive 
material held at 
Windmill Road. 


Radio Studio between 
1945 and c.1970. 


Former offices, 
including BBC 
Education, BBCs 
Finance and 
Accounting Services. 
Sublet to University of 
West London since 
Autumn 2013. 


Studio Centre. Home 
to BBC Film 
Department between 
1955 and 1995. Sold 
off in 1995. 


Name 


BBC 
Victoria 
Road 


BBC 
Television 
Theatre 


BBC 
Woodlands 


Old 
Broadcastin 
g House 


New 


Broadcastin 


g House 


Television Radio 


Location A a 
services services 

North Acton, 

London 

Shepherds Bush, 

London 
BBC 

White City, Enterprises 

London (later BBC 
Worldwide) 
BBC ; 
North (1968- | BBC Radio 

Leeds Leeds (1968- 
2002), BBC 2004) 
Yorkshire (200 
2-2004) 

Manchester BBC North BBC Radio 
West (1981- Manchester (1 
2011) 975-2011) 


Other 


Former home to the 
BBC Television 
Rehearsal Rooms and 
the Costume and 
Wigs Department. 
Known as the "Acton 
Hilton" by many of the 
actors who rehearsed 
there. Demolished in 
Summer 2010. 


Studio Centre bought 
in 1956 and closed in 
1991. 


Former home to the 
BBC's commercial 
services, such as 
programme sales, 
videos, DVDs, LPs, 
CDs, books, 
magazine, computer 
software and 
merchandising. 


Previously also home 

to BBC 

Manchester Network 

Production Unit, BBC 

Philharmonic and BBC 
Religion and Ethics 


Television 
services 


tome in 


Dickenson Rucholme B 
Road Ae North (1954- 
Studios 1975) 


Longsight 
Free 


Christian 
Church 


Longsight, 
Manchester 


Old 
Broadcastin 
g House 


BBC North 
West (1929- 
1981) 


Piccadilly, Manch 
ester 


: BBC North 
Broadcastin Sa 
Newcastle East and 
g House : 
Cumbria 


St. 
Catherine's | Norwich BBC East 
Close 
BC 
Southampton South (1961- 
1991) 


South 
Western 
House 


Radio 
services 


BBC Radio 
Solent (1970- 
1991) 


department 


Former base 
of Mancunian Films 


Outside broadcast 
unit garage 


Base for the BBC 
regional service in the 
East of England from 
1956 to 2003, prior to 
the service moving 

to The Forum. 


Former railway hotel 
occupied by BBC 
South until move into 
Broadcasting House 
(Southampton) in 
1991.231 


Television Radio 


Location j i 
services services 


Home to BBC 
Research, and its 

Tadworth, Surrey predecessors, 
between 1948 and 
2010.54 


Kingswood 
Warren 


Offices containing 
some administrative 
BBC Brock | Near Langham departments of the 


House Place corporation including 
some activities of BBC 
Television. 


Bournemou 
i Local Studio 

th Local studio >; 

T ; Bournemouth for BBC Radio | Closed as of 2019. 

Internation |~ °°» © for BBC South Gee 


al Centre 


Local studio 


rate aaa for BBC Radio | Close as of 2019. 
Solent 


See also[edit] 


e ESBBC portal 


e BBC 
e BBC Television 
e BBC Radio 
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Broadcasting House 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationjump to search 


“New Broadcasting House" redirects here. For the BBC's former north-west of England 
headquarters, see New Broadcasting House (Manchester). 


For other uses, see Broadcasting House (disambiguation). 


BBC Broadcasting House 


New Broadcasting House 


Location within Central London 


Alternative BH, BBC Broadcasting House 


names 


General information 


Architectural Art Deco 
style 


Location London 


Address Portland Place 
London 


WIA 1AA”™ 


Country United Kingdom 


Coordinates “51.518409°N 
0.143691°WCoordinates: “#51.518409°N 


0.143691°W 


Current BBC Monitoring 
tenants BBC News 
BBC Radio 1 
BBC Radio 1Xtra 
BBC Radio 3 
BBC Radio 4 
BBC Radio 4 Extra 
BBC Radio 5 Live 
BBC World Service 
BBC World News 
BBC Vision 


Construction 21 November 1928 


started 
Inaugurated 15 March 1932 
Owner BBC 
Height 34 m (112 ft) 
Technical details 
Floor count 9 above ground, 3 below ground 


Design and construction 


Architect George Val Myer, Raymond McGrath 


| Civil Marmaduke T Tudsbery 


[engineer 
Website 
Broadcasting House 


Broadcasting House is the headquarters of the BBC, in Portland Place and Langham 
Place, London. The first radio broadcast from the building was made on 15 March 1932, 
and the building was officially opened two months later, on 15 May. The main building is 
in Art Deco style, with a facing of Portland stone over a steel frame. It is a Grade II* 
listed building and includes the BBC Radio Theatre, where music and speech 
programmes are recorded in front of a studio audience. 


As part of a major consolidation of the BBC's property portfolio in London, Broadcasting 
House has been extensively renovated and extended. This involved the demolition of 
post-war extensions on the eastern side of the building, replaced by a new wing 
completed in 2005. The wing was named the "John Peel Wing" in 2012, after the disc 
jockey. BBC London, BBC Arabic Television and BBC Persian Television are housed in the 
new wing, which also contains the reception area for BBC Radio 1 and BBC Radio 

1Xtra (the studios themselves are in the new extension to the main building). 


The main building was refurbished, and an extension built to the rear. The radio 
stations BBC Radio 3, BBC Radio 4, BBC Radio 4 Extra and the BBC World 

Service transferred to refurbished studios within the building. The extension links the 
old building with the John Peel Wing, and includes a new combined newsroom for BBC 
News, with studios for the BBC News channel, BBC World News and other news 
programming. The move of news operations from BBC Television Centre was completed 
in March 2013.7! 


The official name of the building is Broadcasting House but the BBC now also uses the 
term new Broadcasting House (with a small 'n') in its publicity referring to the new 
extension rather than the whole building, with the original building known as old 
Broadcasting House."! 


Construction[edit] 


Ariel between Wisdom and Gaiety by Eric Gill 


Construction of Broadcasting House began in 1928. Programmes transferred gradually 
to the building. On 15 March 1932 the first musical programme was given by 

the bandleader Henry Hall and the BBC Dance Orchestra. Hall also wrote and 
performed, with his dance band, Radio Times, the name of the BBC's schedule 
publication. 


The first news bulletin was read by Stuart Hibberd on 18 March. The last transmission 
from Savoy Hill was on 14 May, and Broadcasting House officially opened on 15 May 
1932. George Val Myer designed the building in collaboration with the BBC's civil 
engineer, M. T. Tudsbery. The interiors were the work of Raymond McGrath, an 
Australian-Irish architect. He directed a team that included Serge Chermayeff and Wells 
Coates and designed the vaudeville studio, the associated green and dressing rooms, 
and the dance and chamber music studios in a flowing Art Deco style. 


The building is built in two parts. Dispensing with the oft-found central light-well of 
contemporary buildings this size, the central core containing the recording studios was 
a windowless structure built of brick. (Structural brick rather than steel framing was 
used in order to reduce noise transmission both from without and between studios.) The 
surrounding outer portion, designed for offices and ancillary spaces, is steel framed and 
faced using Portland stone. While the outer portion had plenty of windows, the inner 
core required special sound-dampened ventilation systems. 


There were two areas where right of ancient lights would cause height restrictions. 
While the rights on the southern side ceased to be a problem after the owners of those 
rights gave concessions, the rights on the eastern side were dealt with by sloping the 
roof away from the street from the fourth floor up, which affected not only the floorplan 
of the structure but meant that the interior recording tower could not be continued up 
to the top floor. (Thus, one studio on the top floor was actually outside the central 
studio core structure. )# 


Underground structures, including a hundred-year-old sewer, also presented problems 
during construction. The building is above the Bakerloo line of the London Underground: 
the Victoria line was tunnelled beneath in the 1960s, and presented problems for 
construction of the Egton Wing (see below). Noise from passing trains is audible within 
the radio theatre, but generally imperceptible in recordings. The ground floor was fitted 
with floor-to-ceiling windows overlooking the street, as the BBC believed that to finance 
such a project (costing £25 million in today's money) they would need to let the ground 
floor as a retail unit. The rapid expansion of the BBC meant this never occurred. 


The original building is a Grade II* listed building. 


Renovation edit] 


Beginning in 2003, Broadcasting House underwent a major renovation during the BBC's 
W1 Programme, with the aim of refurbishing the building and combining a number of 
the BBC's operations in a new extension. This houses the television and radio operations 
of BBC News, relocated from Television Centre and the BBC World Service relocated 
from Bush House on 12 July 2012." Many of the BBC's national radio stations are also 
broadcast from the building, with the exception of BBC Radio 5 Live and 5 Live Sports 
Extra which have moved to Salford Quays, and BBC Radio 2 and BBC Radio 6 

Music which moved to new studios in nearby Wogan House in 2006 to make way for the 
renovation 221 


The building work was completed in two phases. It began with the demolition of two 
post-war extensions to the original building. 


"The redevelopment was part of a wider cost-saving strategy to consolidate the 
BBC's property portfolio and centralise its London operation. This will ultimately 
produce savings of more than £700m over the remaining 21-year life of the BBC 
lease on Broadcasting House. "22131 


First phase[edit] 


Refurbished reception in Broadcasting House 


The first phase consisted of the renovation of the original building, which was 
starting to show its age and needed structural repair, and a new wing to the east.24 


In the old building the sloped "cat slide" slate roof was taken off and many of the 
rooms stripped back to their walls, although much of the Art Deco architecture was 
retained and preserved. Much of the work focused on the lower walls and ceilings, 
which did not include Art Deco features. The reception area was renovated to 
include a new desk, while retaining the message and statue as the attention piece. 
Many rooms had ceilings removed, such as the south tower, and new reinforcement 
joists were added. 


The new east wing, named after John Peel 


The new Egton Wing is roughly the same shape as the main building, with a modern 
design and window arrangement but retaining features such as Portland stone. 
Towards the rear a large block was created in the side, mirroring that created in the 
main building when the sloping roof was removed. 


The design of the extension, intended to equal the original in "architectural 
creativity", was carried out by MacCormac Jamieson Prichard. Construction was 
completed in 2005 and the refurbished Broadcasting House and the new Egton wing 
were opened by Queen Elizabeth Il on 20 April 2006 as part of her 80th birthday 
celebrations.” All areas of the Egton Wing were fully fitted out and completed by 
2007. 


In 2012, it was announced by the then Director-General Mark Thompson that the 
Egton Wing would be renamed the ‘John Peel Wing’ to commemorate the late Radio 
1 disc jockey, whom he described as a "great radio talent".“@ Thompson described 
the wing as a "fitting tribute to a man who personified so much of what the BBC 
stands for". Later that year, the naming was placed in doubt when Peel was reported 
to have had a sexual relationship with a 15-year-old girl in the 1960s,“4 allegations 
which followed the Jimmy Savile sexual abuse scandal. 


The new extension at night. 


It houses BBC London, BBC Arabic Television and BBC Persian Television, together 
with the reception area for BBC Radio 1 and BBC Radio 1Xtra. 


Second phase(edit] 


The connecting wing between old and new buildings 


The second phase was the creation of the large wing to the rear of the building, 
joining the two buildings, and creating a plaza between them. The original architects 
were replaced for not agreeing to cost-related revisions, as Sir Richard 

MacCormac was unwilling to sacrifice the quality of his design.2# Construction was 
completed by Bovis Lend Lease"! in 2010, and control handed over to the BBC in 
2011. While the rebuilding process was under way, many BBC radio stations moved 
to other buildings near Portland Place. 


The extension contains the BBC News and Journalism departments, and state-of-the- 
art technical equipment and new studios to house the BBC News bulletins on 
television, the BBC News Channel and BBC World News, the BBC Arabic 

Television service and the BBC Persian Television service. At the heart of this is a 
new newsroom, the largest live newsroom in the world.25 


A walkway above the newsroom allows the public to view the work of journalists, 
connecting the foyer to the Radio Theatre and a new café for staff and the public. 
Complemented by the outdoor plaza, which could act as an outdoor arena and 
theatre, this is designed to engage the public with the television and radio making 
process.” The extension is glass-covered in the plaza area and curved to contrast 
both wings either side and to continue the glass on both sides high up the building. 
On the Portland Place side, it continues the same use of Portland stone and glass as 
with the John Peel Wing. 


On Monday 18 March 2013 at 1 pm, following the BBC News Channel's final 
broadcast from Television Centre, the first news programme from Broadcasting 
House was aired: the BBC News at One, on BBC One and the BBC News Channel. 
BBC World News was the first of BBC's news services to move into the new building 
on Monday 14 January 2013, beginning with "GMT" at noon. 


Queen Elizabeth Il officially opened the extension on 7 June 2013.24 The second 
phase development won the 'Programme of the Year' award at the 2013 annual 
awards of the Association for Project Management.24 


Studios[edit] 
Original(edit] 


When built, Broadcasting House contained 22 radio studios! for all programme 
genres, in the art-deco style with an emphasis on both looks and practicality. The 
overall practicality of the studios changed rapidly as a result of the limitations of the 
time and the changing nature of broadcasting and the uses of the studios. These 
studios were: 


Numb 
er 


8A 


8B 


7A 


7B 


7C 


7D 


ME 


Name 


Military 
Band studio 


Small 
Debates 
studio 


Production 
studio 


Production 
studio 


Production 
studio 


Effects 
studio 


Gramophon 
e Effects 
studio 


Designer 


Serge 


Chermaye 
ff 


Serge 
Chermaye 
ff 


Wells 
Coates 


Wells 
Coates 


Wells 
Coates 


Wells 
Coates 


Wells 
Coates 


Designed use 


Designed for large band 
and vaudeville performances.24 


A small informally designed studio to 
encourage lively and confident debate.22 


Acoustically dead studio, used for one section 
of a drama.2# 


Used for speech in a play, drama, and piano 
performances. 4 


Acoustically dead small drama studio.22 


Small effects studio for producing foley.2# 


Small studio for producing effects from or 
involving gramophones.22 


6A 


6B 


6C 


6D 


6E 


4A 


4B 


3A 


3B 


Production 
studio 


Production 
studio 


Production 
studio 


Effects 
studio 


Gramophon 
e Effects 
studio 


News studio 


News studio 


Production 
studio 


Talks studio 


Wells 
Coates 


Wells 
Coates 


Wells 
Coates 


Wells 
Coates 


Wells 
Coates 


Wells 
Coates 


Wells 
Coates 


Serge 
Chermaye 
ff 


Serge 
Chermaye 
ff 


Double height, large production studio for 
drama productions.24 


Small drama studio. 22 


Acoustically dead small drama studio.24 


Main effects studio for the production of foley, 
with different floor coverings and coverings on 
the main table to achieve different effects, 
containing items including a wind machine and 
a water tank.22 


Small studio for producing effects from or 
involving gramophones.22! 


Acoustically dead small studio for reading news 
bulletins. Contained gramophone records to be 
played in the event of an interruption.&% 


Acoustically dead small news studio with 
record players.24 


A double-height large studio used for Children's 
Hour, chamber music recitals and the BBC 
Dance Orchestra.24 


A small talks studio for unrehearsed debates.24 


3C 


3D 


3E 


BA 


BB 


Talks studio 


Library Talks 


studio 


Religious 
studio 


The concert 
hall 


Vaudeville 
studio 


Dance band 
studio 


Current([edit] 


Serge 
Chermaye 
ff 


Dorothy 
Warren 
Trotter 


Edward 
Maufe 


Val Myer 


Raymond 
McGrath 


Raymond 
McGrath 


An acoustically dead small talks studio for 
unrehearsed debates.24 


A small talks studio for speeches and debates. 
It was decorated in the style of a personal 
library or study for the benefit of elderly or 
lordly speakers, 22! 


A double-height large studio with a balcony, 
designed for religious broadcasts with a focus 
on all religions so that any religious member 
would feel comfortable. It was soon disused as 
listeners preferred the sound of a real church 
and congregation.) 


A very large double-height concert hall for 
orchestras playing classical music.2# It contains 
a large space for the orchestra, a large section 
and a balcony for seating, and the first organ 
suitable for broadcasting. It was renamed the 
Radio Theatre in 1994.25 


A double-height studio with balcony for theatre 
and variety performances, with an audience of 
60.29 


A double-height studio with a small balcony for 
an audience for the BBC Dance Orchestra. It 
was taken over for experimental television 
broadcasts on 22 August 1932.24 


Following the rebuild and refurbishment, several studios have been added and the 
studio structure changed dramatically. The current studios are: 


Radio studios[edit] 


Studio 


User(s) 


Programmes 


BBC Radio 3 


Long Wave continuity studio, Yesterday 
in Parliament, the Daily Service, Test 
Match Special and the Shipping 
Forecast. 


BBC Radio 4 


BBC World Service Focus on Africa 


BBC World Service Focus on Africa 


The Media Show, Woman's Hour, Front 


BBC Radio 4 
Row 


Used for Radio 5 shows relay to 


BBC Radio 5 Live RManchecter 


Programme productions for BBC 


BBC World Service 
languages programme 


BBC Radio 4 Continuity studio for BBC Radio 4 


BBC World Service Programme productions for BBC 


BBC World Service 


BBC World Service 


BBC Radio 3, BBC Radio 
4, BBC Radio 4 Extra, BBC 
World Service 


BBC World Service 


BBC Radio 1, BBC Radio 
1Xtra & BBC Asian Network 


BBC Radio 1, BBC Radio 
1Xtra & BBC Asian Network 


BBC Radio 1, BBC Radio 
1Xtra & BBC Asian Network 


BBC Radio 1, BBC Radio 
1Xtra & BBC Asian Network 


BBC Radio 1, BBC Radio 
1Xtra & BBC Asian Network 


languages programme 


Programme productions for BBC 
languages programme 


Programme productions for BBC 
languages programme 


Programme productions for BBC 
languages programme 


The Radio 1 Breakfast Show, Scott Mills 
(radio show), Annie Mac also used for 
mixing live performances - adjacent to 
the Live Lounge 


adjacent to the Live Lounge, Nick 
Grimshaw, Clara Amfo 


BBC Radio 1, BBC Radio 
1Xtra & BBC Asian Network 


BBC Radio 1 & BBC Radio 


1Xtra Newsbeat (15-minute bulletins) 


BBC Radio 1 & BBC Radio 
1Xtra 


Newsbeat (hourly bulletins) 


"The Gallery" - All of the online video 
BBC Radio 1, BBC Radio streaming content 
1Xtra & BBC Asian Network is controlled here, including studio 
cameras. 


BBC World Service & BBC 
Radio 4 


Newsday 
BBC World Service & BBC World Update 


Radio 4 The World at One 
PM 


‘ Today 
Eee Rado a The World Tonight 


BBC World Service World Briefing 
BBC World Service & BBC 
Radio 4 


BBC World Service & BBC 
Radio 4 


BBC World Service & BBC 
Radio 4 


World Briefing 
BBC World Service & BB Six O'Clock News 
Radio 4 Midnight News 


The Newsroom 


BBC General News Service 
WG1 (GNS) networked national 
news bulletins for BBC English 
Regions 
Multipurpose Outside Source (radio) 


Television studios| edit] 


Programmes 


Newswatch 
BBC News Summary 


BBC Sport 
Facebook Live 


Multipurpose 
(Green screen 
virtual studio) 


The Andrew Marr Show 


Sunday Politics 
Newsnight 

Multipurpose BBC World News (12:00-18:30, weekdays), 
including GMT, Impact, Global, World Have Your 
Say, Focus on Africa, World Business Report 
Victoria Derbyshire Show 


BBC World News 
World Business Report 
BBC News at Five (weekdays) 
The Film Review (Friday) 
Newsday 

BBC World News | World News Today 

BBC News Worklife (weekdays only) 
BBC News Specials 
HARDtalk 
Beyond 100 Days 
The Briefing (weekdays only) 
The Briefing/ Business Briefing (weekdays only) 


BBC London News 
Multipurpose BBC World News 
BBC News Channel (emergencies) 


BBC News at One 
BBC News at Six 
BBC News at Five (weekends) 
BBC News at Ten 
BBC Weekend News 
BBC News BBC News channel 
Dateline London 
World Business Report 
BBC Newsroom Live (weekdays) 
Afternoon Live (weekdays) 


BBC News 60 Seconds 
BBC Weather CSO (green/blue) studio 
BBC Weather CSO (green/blue) studio 


Plasma touch-screen newsroom mezzanine position 
Outside Source (TV) 

BBC News at Five (segments) 

Election Today/Election Tonight 


BBC Weather 
BBC World News 


BBC World 
Service 


BBC World 
Service TV 


BBC World 
Service TV - CSO 
(Green screen) 
studio 


BBC World 
Service TV - CSO 
(Green screen) 
studio 


BBC World 
Service 


BBC World 
Service 
(green screen 
virtual studio) 


BBC World 
Service 


Victoria Derbyshire Show (news updates), Reality Check 


BBC Russian, BBC Ukrainian, BBC What's New (African 
youth bulletin), BBC Hausa, BBC Afrique 


BBC Swahili Dira Ya Dunia (18:00 GMT weekdays), BBC 
Pashto (13:30 GMT weekdays), BBC Cash Eco, BBC 
World Service specials (e.g. BBC Persian election 
results programme 2013) 


Short language bulletins to various World Service 
partners 


Short language bulletins to various World Service 
partners 


The One Show 

Sunday Morning Live 

Rip Off Britain 

The Film Show 

Sounds of the 80s (BBC Radio 2 & BBC Red Button) 


BBC Arabic Television 


BBC Arabic Television until 2019 


BBC Persian Television from November 2019 until approx 
March 2020 


BBC Persian Television until November 2019. Currently 
(December 2019) closed for refurbishment. 


Until programmes air information is subject to change. All times listed are either 
Greenwich Mean Time or British Summer Time depending on what is being used in 
London. 


Artworks[edit] 


Prospero and Ariel by Eric Gill 


The building showcases works of art, most prominently the statues 

of Prospero and Ariel (from Shakespeare's The Tempest) by Eric Gill. Their choice 
was fitting since Prospero was a magician and scholar, and Ariel a spirit of the air, in 
which radio waves travel. There was, reportedly, controversy over some features of 
the statues when built and they were said to have been modified. They were 
reported to have been sculpted by Gill as God and Man, rather than Prospero and 
Ariel, and that there is a small carved picture of a beautiful girl on the back of 
Prospero. Additional carvings of Ariel are on the exterior in many bas-reliefs, some 
by Gill, others by Gilbert Bayes. The reception area contains a statue of 'The 
sower' by Gill. 


Several works of art were commissioned by the BBC for the refurbishment of 
Broadcasting House, at an overall cost of more than £4 million.“ Among these 

is World, a pavement artwork by the Canadian-born architect and artist Mark 
Pimlott. According to the BBC, the work "reflects the global dimension of the BBC’s 
broadcasting and consists of over 750 stone flags inscribed with place names from 
around the world, as well as those from history, mythology and fantasy. The artwork 
is enhanced by elegant steel lines of longitude and latitude, a subtle scheme of 
small embedded lights and some audio installation linked to key output from the 
World Service. "£a 


On the roof of the John Peel wing, mirroring the radio mast, is Breathing, a cone- 
shaped glass structure reaching into the sky to the same height as the mast. It was 
sculpted by Jaume Plensa as a memorial to journalists killed in the line of duty. It 
includes words from a poem by James Fenton and is illuminated day and night. At 
10 pm daily, in line with the BBC News at Ten, a column of light shines 900 metres 
(3000') into the sky. It was officially unveiled on 16 June 2008 by the UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-Moon.“ 


Broadcasting House in literature| edit] 


Broadcasting House is a central feature in Penelope Fitzgerald's novel Human 
Voices, published in 1980, where the lead characters work for the BBC during 

the Second World War."*! It is also the work place of Alexander Wedderburn in A.S. 
Byatt's 1995 novel Still Life,“2 and Sam Bell in Ben Elton's 1999 novel /nconceivable, 
481 and also that of the evil nazi-sympathiser Ezzy Pound in Michael Paraskos's 2016 
novel /n Search of Sixpence.™ The building is well realized as a setting in Nicola 
Upson's 2015 mystery novel London Rain. 


George Orwell[edit] 


Statue of George Orwell outside Broadcasting House, headquarters of the BBC 


In George Orwell's 1948 novel Nineteen Eighty-Four the building housing the 
Ministry of Truth, in which the lead character Winston Smith works, is based on 
Broadcasting House. The head of BBC history, Robert Seatter, said "He reputedly 
based his notorious Room 101 from Nineteen Eighty-Four on a room he had worked 
in whilst at the BBC.2 


On 7 November 2017 a statue of Orwell, sculpted by the British sculptor Martin 
Jennings, was unveiled, outside Broadcasting House. The wall behind the statue is 
inscribed with the following phrase: "If liberty means anything at all, it means the 
right to tell people what they do not want to hear". These are words from his 
proposed preface to Animal Farm and a rallying cry for the idea of free speech in an 
open society. 2541 


MI5 involvement/edit] 


In the 1980s it was revealed that MI5 had“! a special office in the building for the 
purpose of vetting BBC employees for national security purposes. 


See also[edit] 
EIGSBBC portal 


e List of BBC properties 
e BBC Television Centre 


e Ministries of Nineteen Eighty-Four#Room 101 


e Bush House 
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For other uses, see Broadcasting House (disambiguation). 


Coordinates: w54.594°N 5.930°W 


Broadcasting House, Belfast 


Broadcasting House, Belfast is the headquarters building from which BBC Northern 
Ireland operates many of its broadcasting services. The building is located on Ormeau 
Avenue in Belfast city centre, at the junction with Bedford Street. Public tours of the 
building are available.“ 


Historyledit] 


The six-storey building was designed in 1936 by James Millar from Glasgow in neo- 
Georgian style, steel framed with reinforced concrete floors and roof and a facing of 
sand-faced bricks. Work started in 1938 and continued despite the Second World War to 
opening in May 1941. It featured a concert hall and several radio studios (television took 
until 1953 to reach Northern Ireland). In 1975 an eight-storey extension was built on 
Ormeau Avenue and in 1984 a three-storey extension, for the expanding news and 
current affairs service, was added in Linenhall Street West.™ 


BBC Broadcasting House in Belfast has many radio studios, some self-operated, some 
manned, used for the BBC's main local radio station in Northern Ireland - BBC Radio 
Ulster, as well as being used by the BBC for other radio productions. There is also a 
news studio for radio news bulletins, a newsroom which provides news gathering for 
both television and radio news services for BBC Northern Ireland, along with production 
offices, makeup, green room, dressing rooms and hospitality/cafeteria services. 


Broadcasting House is linked by satellite and cable to the whole BBC network, and is 
able to link to broadcasters around the world through the BBC's global link ups.2 


BBC Broadcasting House in Belfast has two main television studios named Studio B and 
Studio 1. Studio B is a 2,000 sq ft (190 m?) studio, home to BBC Northern Ireland's local 
news programme BBC Newsline, as well as home to other news/politics/current affairs 
programming. Studio 1 is a 2,200 sq ft (200 m?) studio, and is used for small 
productions. It can accommodate an audience of around one hundred if needed, and is 
ideal for small productions, interviews and is also used for media training purposes. 
There is also a small presentation studio and a small CSO studio used for small news 
bulletins, weather, or single-camera interviews. 


BBC Northern Ireland's main 5,000 sq ft (460 m?) television studio called Studio A is not 
based at the BBC Broadcasting House, but is located a number of streets away at BBC 
Blackstaff House on Great Victoria Street in Belfast. 


References[edit] 
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Broadcasting House 


Broadcasting House is the purpose-built headquarters for BBC Cymru Wales' radio, 
television and online services, situated in north Cardiff. The building opened in 1966 
and consists of three blocks housing studios, offices and technical facilities. 


The building houses the national broadcaster for Wales, providing a range 


of English and Welsh language content for audiences across Wales on television, radio 
and online. 


History[edit] _ 


The Lodge (/eft) with part of Broadcasting House in the background 


Broadcasting House was designed by Welsh architect Dale Owen (1924-97).2@ The BBC 
moved into the building in 1966 and has been the headquarters for BBC Cymru Wales 
since then. Princess Margaret officially opened the building on St David’s Day (1 March) 
1967.“ It houses studios, offices and technical facilities. The building is located in 

the Llandaff area of northern Cardiff, near the River Taff. It is close to Danescourt 
railway station and served by several Cardiff Bus services. The BBC National Orchestra 
of Wales (BBC NOW) and the BBC National Chorus of Wales moved out of Studio 1 at 
Broadcasting House into a new facility, BBC Hoddinott Hall at the Wales Millennium 
Centre in 2009. Much of the BBC television drama studio facilities moved out in 2011 to 
a new facility in Roath Lock, Cardiff Bay. 


In August 2013 it was announced that Broadcasting House and Ty Oldfield (Oldfield 
House), which is opposite Broadcasting House, was for sale, with plans to move to a 
new a purpose-built headquarters in Cardiff by 2018. The BBC has said that the "ageing 


infrastructure at Llandaff is clearly reaching the end of the road and it is time to look to 
the future". It was said that they considered three possible sites in Cardiff; 


e Central Square, which is north of Cardiff Central railway station 
e Land south of the railway station 


e Land between the Senedd building and the UK headquarters of Atradius." 


In 2014, it was confirmed that Broadcasting House and Ty Oldfield would be demolished 


and turned into 400 residential units.“ 


The BBC confirmed in 2015 that Central Square would be the location of their new 
headquarters building. 


Programming[edit] 


Television programmes produced at Broadcasting House Cardiff include BBC Wales 
Today, Newyddion, Doctor Who Confidential, The Chatterley Affair, Pobol y 
Cwm, Belonging, High Hopes, Satellite City and The District Nurse. 't#tienneeden 


It was announced in March 2009 that the BBC would move the filming of shows such 
as Casualty and Crimewatch to the Roath Lock studios in Cardiff.~ 


See also[edit] 


BOASC portal 
Wales portal 


e Roath Lock 
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Television Centre 


Location within Greater London 


BBC Television Centre 


General information 


Television production (1960-2013, 2017- 
present), mixed commercial and 


residential usage (2012-present) 


Architectur 


al style 


Location 


Address 


Country 


Coordinates 


Elevation 


Current 


tenants 


Completed 


Inaugurate 
d 


Renovated 


Cost 


Owner 


Floor count 


Floor area 


Minimalist 


West side of Wood Lane (A219) in White 


City, opposite Wood Lane tube station 


White City, W12 7RJ 


United Kingdom 


\51.5099°N 0.2263°WCoordinates: *# 
51.5099°N 0.2263°W 


6 m (20 ft) 


BBC Studioworks 
BBC Studios 
ITV 


29 June 1960 


29 June 1960 


2013-18 


£10 million 


adjusted by inflation: £119 million 


BBC (1949-2013) 
AIMCo (2012-present) 


Technical details 


8 (above ground) 


14 acres (56,656 m?) 


Design and construction 


Architect Graham Dawbarn 


Architectur Norman & Dawbarn 


e firm 


Structural Mr Marmaduke T Tudsbery 


engineer 


Main Higgs and Hill (superstructure), George 
contractor Wimpey (foundations) 


Website 


televisioncentre.com 


Television Centre (TVC) is a building complex in White City, West London, that was 
the headquarters of BBC Television between 1960 and 2013. The first BBC staff moved 
into the Scenery Block in 1953, and the centre was officially opened on 29 June 1960. It 
is one of the most readily recognisable facilities of its type, having appeared as the 
backdrop for many BBC programmes. Parts of the building are Grade II listed, including 
the central ring and Studio 1. 


Most of the BBC's national television and radio news output came from Television 
Centre, and in later years most recorded television was output from the nearby 
Broadcast Centre at 201 Wood Lane, care of Red Bee Media. Live television events from 
studios and routing of national and international sporting events took place within 
Television Centre before being passed to the Broadcast Centre for transmission, !etton needed] 


The building is 4 miles (6 kilometres) west of central London, in the London Borough of 
Hammersmith and Fulham. The nearest Underground stations are White City and Wood 
Lane. 


The BBC announced in 2010 that it would cease broadcasting from Television Centre in 
2013. In July 2012 it was announced that the complex had been sold to property 
developers Stanhope plc, who said that the new Television Centre development would 
"pay homage to the original use of the building", and that the new Television Centre 
would be opened up to the public, offering entertainment and leisure facilities and 
approximately 1,000 new homes. The refurbished studios reopened in September 2017. 


History[edit] 


On Friday 1 April 1949 Norman Collins, the Controller of the BBC Television Service, 
announced at the Television Society's annual dinner at The Waldorf Hilton, London that 
a new TV centre would be built in Shepherd's Bush. London broadcasts at the time came 


from Alexandra Palace and Lime Grove Studios (from 1949). It was to be the largest 
television centre in the world. Riverside Studios in Hammersmith were used from 
1954.4 


It was planned to be 6 acres (2.4 hectares), but turned out to be twice the size. On 24 
August 1956 the main contract was awarded to Higgs and Hill, which also built The 
London Studios for ITV which opened in 1972. Television Centre was planned to cost 
£9m.4 


When it opened, the Director of BBC television was Gerald Beadle, and the first 
programme broadcast was First Night with David Nixon in Studio Three. 


In 1997, the BBC News Centre was opened, in a new complex at the front of the 
building. The decision to move radio news to this building was attributed to Director 
General John Birt, a move that was resisted by the managing director of BBC Radio, Liz 
Forgan, who resigned after failing to dissuade the governors. !tst2222edea Birt's decision 
caused problems; for example some politicians accustomed to travelling to interviews at 
Broadcasting House in Central London were reluctant to make the journey to White City, 
(citation needed aspite being only 4 % mi (7.2 km) west. 


The building[edit] 


Panoramic view of the centre of the building, showing the statue of Helios, the Greek god of the 


sun 


Circular shape{(edit] 


The building featured a central circular block (officially known as the Main Block, but 
often referred to by staff as the "doughnut") around which were studios, offices, 
engineering areas and the News Centre. In the centre of the main block was a statue 
designed by T.B. Huxley-Jones of Helios, the Greek god of the sun, to symbolise the 
radiation of television around the world. At the foot of the statue were two reclining 
figures, symbolising sound and vision, the components of television. It was originally a 
fountain, but owing to the building's unique shape it was too noisy for the staff in the 
overlooking offices, and there were problems with water leakage into the videotape 
area which for a long time was directly beneath. Even though there was a foundation 
stone marked 'BBC 1956' in the basement of the main building, construction began in 
1951.“ Various extensions have been added. 


Increasingly the BBC had to seek accommodation elsewhere, such as the nearby BBC 
White City complex comprising White City One, a 25,000 square metre office building, 


and the adjacent Broadcast and Media Centres. With the migration of staff and functions 
to complexes in Salford and London W1, White City One was mothballed in March 2013. 


Design(edit] 


The overall design from the air appeared to resemble a question mark in shape. The 
architect, Graham Dawbarn, CBE (Norman & Dawbarn), drew a question mark on an 
envelope (now held by the BBC Written Archives Centre) while thinking about the design 
of the building, and realised that it would be an ideal shape for the site. An article 

in The BBC Quarterly, July 1946, proposed a circular design, several years before 
Dawbarn drew up his plans. 


The building was commissioned in 1949 with work starting in 1950. However 
government restrictions on building, through its loan sanction and licensing of 
materials, ensured that building work was halted until 1953. Intended as stopgaps, the 
BBC remodelled the former Gaumont Studios at Lime Grove and the Riverside Studios in 
Hammersmith. In 1953, the Shepherd's Bush Empire began to be used for television 
broadcasts. Work resumed in 1953 on the TVC scenery block (Stage 1) and work began 
in 1954 on the canteen block (Stage 2), which doubled as a rehearsal space. 


Work on Stage 3, the central circular office block and studios, began in March 1955 on 
TC4, 5 and 2. The shells of TC1, TC6 and TC7 were constructed around the same time 
but they were not fitted out until a few years later. BBC Television Centre officially 
opened with TC3 operational on 29 June 1960. 


Arthur Hayes worked on the building from 1956 to 1970 and was responsible for the 
creation of the original 'BBC Television Centre’ lettering on the facade of Studio 1. The 
lettering was later used all over the building, even in tile work outside lift entrances. 
Demands from Broadcasting House meant that Hayes had less time than he had 
thought to design a decor for the facade, leading to him puncturing a scale foam model 
of the wall with drawing pins, and thus the birth of the iconic ‘Atomic Dots’: there are 26 
across the facade of Studio 1, each one backlit and clearly visible at night. 


Studios(edit] 


In later years, the centre's studios were run by BBC Studios and Post Production (now 
renamed BBC Studioworks), a wholly owned commercial subsidiary. The studios varied 
in size. All studios were usually abbreviated to initials, such as TC1 (Television Centre 1) 
for Studio 1. 


The studios hosted a wide variety of TV programmes for a range of broadcasters, 
including Strictly Come Dancing, Harry Hill's TV Burp, Match of the Day, Later... with 
Jools Holland, Miranda, The Alan Titchmarsh Show, The Armstrong and Miller 

Show and 8 Out of 10 Cats, and big complex live productions such as Children in 

Need and Comic Relief. Over the years they were home to some of Britain's best known 
television programmes including Fawlty Towers, Monty Python's Flying Circus, Blue 
Peter, Absolutely Fabulous, the original Doctor Who series and most of the best known 
BBC drama series. From the 1980s the use of the complex for such productions declined 
with the last major drama series to be shot there being The House of Eliott,4 which 
ended in 1994, and the last single drama recorded was Henry IV, Part 1, in 1995.1 The 
reason for the decline was because drama productions (except for soap operas) shifted 
almost entirely onto film or single-camera video, and Television Centre was a video- 
based, multi-camera production environment.22 


At 19:00 on 22 March 2013, a special edition of The One Show was broadcast from the 
front of Television Centre followed by the building's last live broadcast Madness Live: 


Goodbye Television Centre and special programming to mark the end of the BBC at 
TVC, with the official last day at the end of that month. 


In April 2013 an unsuccessful campaign was started to keep studios TC4 to TC8 open.“ 
Studio O[edit] 
117 square metres (1,260 ft?) 


Opened in 1989, productions included for UK Play and during its later life was equipped 
for producing virtual reality programmes. It was home to Liquid News between 2000 
and 2002 and CBeebies in vision continuity between 2002 and 2007. After that it was 
used by BBC Research. The studio was demolished as part of the redevelopment of 
Television Centre. 


Studio 1[edit] 


Studio TC1 at BBC Television Centre 


995 square metres (10,250 ft?) 


Opened on 15 April 1964 and was the fourth largest television studio in Britain 
(following Fountain Studios’ Studio A&B, dock10's Studio 1 and The Maidstone Studios’ 
Studio 1), and was equipped for HDTV production (as were Studio 4, Studio 6 and Studio 
8). It was reopened on 1 September 2017.1213 Studio 1 is the home of shows 

including Sounds Like Friday Night, The Graham Norton Show, Ant & Dec's Saturday 
Night Takeaway (from 2020), The Jonathan Ross Show, The Russell Howard Hour, Blind 
Date and The Last Leg. 


Studio 2[edit] 
223 square metres (2,400 ft?) 


Opened in late 1960, it housed comedy programmes such as That Was The Week That 
Was. It was not initially converted to colour and closed in 1969, with the space being 
used as storage, but reopened in 1981. It was used by BBC News until they moved in 
1997, and has played host to the Sport and Children's department. It was the main 
studio used for Blue Peter for the 2007 and 2008 series. It was vacated following the 
move of both departments to dock10. It was reopened on 1 September 2017.22 Studio 2 
is currently the home of the ITV programmes Loose Women, Peston and Lorraine, in 
addition to Channel 4's Sunday Brunch. 


Studio 3[edit] 


594 square metres (6,390 ft?) 


Opened on 29 June 1960, it was designed as a drama studio and had customised panels 
and fittings. The walls were slightly thicker to insulate it from noise from 

the Hammersmith & City line (then still part of the Metropolitan line) of the London 
Underground. It was the first studio to be completed and was upgraded to colour in 
1969. It was reopened on 1 September 2017.22 Studio 3 currently broadcasts ITV 


programmes Good Morning Britain and This Morning. 
Studio 4[edit] 
585 square metres (6,300 ft?) 


Opened in January 1961, TC4 was similar in design and layout to its neighbour, TC3. It 
was designed as a light entertainment studio and contained a rather unusual sound 
system called ambiophony. It was upgraded to colour in 1970 and to HD and surround 
sound in 2008. It was home to many BBC sitcoms and the talk show Friday Night with 
Jonathan Ross. This studio was demolished during the redevelopment of Television 
Centre. 


Programmes recorded or transmitted included: 


e Never Mind the Buzzcocks 

e Later... with Jools Holland 

e Embarrassing Bodies: Live from the Clinic 
e Harry Hill's TV Burp 

e A Question of Sport 

e Celebrity Mastermind 

e The Alan Titchmarsh Show 

e Room 101 

e Strictly Come Dancing 

e Noel's House Party 

e Parkinson 

e Dead Ringers 

e Little Britain 

e Clarkson 

e Record Breakers 

e Only Fools and Horses 

e Blackadder 

e The Hairy Bikers' Cook Off 

e The Paul Daniels Magic Show 

e The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy 
e The National Lottery: In It to Win It 

e The Impressions Show with Culshaw and Stephenson 
e The Forsyte Saga 

e Blue Peter 

e Sam & Mark's Big Friday Wind-Up 

e Yes Minister-Yes Prime Minister 

e Z-Cars 

e Play for Today 

e Golden Balls 

e Top of the Pops 


Studio 5[edit] 
223 square metres (2,400 ft?) 


Opened in August 1961, it was used for the first half of its life by broadcasts from BBC 
Schools. There was an adjacent area used for schools programming that linked in with 
the studio. It was converted to colour around 1973, about the same time as schools 
broadcasts as a whole. It was closed briefly during the mid-1980s, and reopened in 
1987 following a two-year refurbishment. It was the home of BBC Sport's programmes 
until 2012 when the Sports department moved to MediaCityUK. This studio was 
demolished during the redevelopment of Television Centre. 


Programmes recorded or transmitted included: 


e Match of the Day 
e Football Focus 

e Crimewatch 

e Jackanory 

e Grandstand 

e Ask the Family 

e Call My Bluff 


e Holiday 
e Watchdog 


e = Play School 
e The Old Grey Whistle Test 


Studio 6[edit] 
598 square metres (6,440 ft?) 


Opened in July 1967 to coincide with BBC Two's switch to colour. It was the first to be 
equipped with colour cameras. It was a strange design: it was originally designed to be 
split in two by a large removable wall, but this idea was abandoned. The gallery was 
moved in 1993 and the old gallery became home to the BBC Red Button control room. 
Upgraded to HD in July 2010, the first 3D capable studio in the UK. Home to children's 
programmes Live & Kicking and Dick and Dom in da Bungalow, and Pointless. This 
studio was demolished during the redevelopment of Television Centre. 


Programmes recorded or transmitted included: 


e Pointless 

e Mock the Week 

e Never Mind the Buzzcocks 

e Alan Carr: Chatty Man 

e The Paul O'Grady Show 

e 8 Out of 10 Cats 

e 10 O'Clock Live 

e Chris Moyles' Quiz Night 

e Sam & Mark's Big Friday Wind Up 
e Live & Kicking 

e The Saturday Show 

e Dick & Dom in da Bungalow 
e The Liver Birds 


e My Family 

e Pennies from Heaven 

e Doctor Who 

e The Good Life 

e The Goodies 

e Rentaghost 

e Blue Peter 

e Juliet Bravo 

e Bomber Harris 

e A Bit of Fry & Laurie 

e They Think It's All Over 
e = Rory Bremner 

e Two Pints of Lager and a Packet of Crisps 
e Big Break 

Studio 7[edit] 


223 square metres (2,400 ft?) 


Opened in 1962 and was used for a variety of programmes. Home to children's 
programming such as Going Live!, before being home to BBC News in 1997. It was the 
home of the BBC Breakfast programme until 2012 and the BBC News at Six bulletin until 
2013, with other bulletins based at N6 in the News Centre. It was vacated on 15 March 
2013, following the refit of the extension to Broadcasting House, to where the BBC 
News department and newsroom moved. This studio was demolished during the 
redevelopment of Television Centre. 


Programmes recorded or transmitted included: 


e Business Breakfast 
e BBC Breakfast 

e Working Lunch 

e HARDtalk 

e Newsround 

e Sportsround 


e Newsnight 

e Newsnight Review 

e Match of the Day Kickabout 
e The Andrew Marr Show 
e Breakfast with Frost 

e On the Record 

e The Politics Show 

e BBC News at Six 

e Swap Shop 

e Saturday Superstore 

e Going Live 

e Butterflies 

e To the Manor Born 

e Play School 

e Bob's Full House 

e ChuckleVision 


e Shooting Stars 

e The Stand Up Show 
e The Late Show 

e Bodger & Badger 


Studio 8[edit] 
602 square metres (6,480 ft?) 


Opened in 1967, noted as the best studio for television producers to use. It was the size 
that most programmes wanted and, building on the experience when building the other 
studios, was the best. The galleries and studios were laid out perfectly and in a layout 
producers liked. It became the studio for comedy and sitcoms, because of its audience 
seating arrangements and size. It was converted to HD in January 2007. This studio was 
demolished during the redevelopment of Television Centre. 


Programmes recorded or transmitted included: 


e Miranda 

e Not Going Out 

e Never Mind the Buzzcocks 
e Tipping Point 

e A Question of Sport 

e Piers Morgan's Life Stories 
e Five Minutes to a Fortune 
e Pets Nation 

e Morecambe & Wise 

e The Dick Emery Show 

e Sykes 

e The Two Ronnies 

e Absolutely Fabulous 

e Monty Python's Flying Circus 
e Keeping Up Appearances 
e Are You Being Served? 

e /tAin't Half Hot Mum 


e Open All Hours 
e Citizen Smith 


e Up Pompeii 
e Porridge 


e In Sickness and in Health 

e The Les Dawson Show 

e Fawlty Towers 

e The Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin 
e Not the Nine O'Clock News 
e = Blankety Blank 

e Bread 

e Hi-de-Hi! 

e The Russ Abbot Show 

e Alas Smith and Jones 

e ‘Allo ‘Allo 

e Birds ofa Feather 


e May to December 

e Just Good Friends 

e Hole in the Wall 

e Ever Decreasing Circles 

e Victoria Wood As Seen on TV 
e French and Saunders 

e One Foot in the Grave 

e Knowing Me Knowing You with Alan Partridge 
e Dinnerladies 

e Auntie's Bloomers 

e The National Lottery Draws 

e The Catherine Tate Show 
Studio 9[edit] 


84 square metres (900 ft?) 


Built in 1955 as a foyer area of the restaurant block, becoming a store area, converted 
to a studio in 1996 for Children's BBC. The location was highly convenient: it allowed the 
invision continuity to be relocated from the "Broom Cupboard" (continuity announcer's 
booth) to a roomier studio. It opened onto the Blue Peter Garden allowing presentation 
to take place there. It was an odd shape, and was used for invision continuity 

for CBBC until 2004, when they broadcast links for the CBBC Channel only. All invision 
continuity was dropped in 2006, and it was used for programmes such as Sam & Mark's 
TMi Friday and SMart. This studio was demolished during the redevelopment of 
Television Centre. 


Studio 10/ edit] 
111 square metres (1,200 ft?) 


Opened as N1 in September 1969, it was used for the BBC1 daytime news bulletins, and 
the home of BBC World (previously BBC World Service News) from 1993. Closed in 
spring 1999 when news bulletins moved to the News Centre section of Television 
Centre, and renamed as TC10. Used for some programmes by channel UK Play until the 
station's closure. Between 2004 and 2006 it was used for in-vision continuity 

for CBBC on BBC One and BBC Two, before being used by some programming for CBBC 
such as Level Up. From 2010 to 2011 it was the home of CBeebies. This studio was 
demolished during the redevelopment of Television Centre. 


Studio 11[edit] 
186 square metres (2,000 ft?) 


Opened as N2 in September 1969, and the same size as N1, it was used for 

the BBC2 daytime news bulletins. Extended in 1985 to include props store and adjacent 
lobby, it became home to the Six O'Clock and Nine O'Clock News. In spring 1999, 
following the completion of the News Centre spur of Television Centre, the news moved 
out and it was renamed TC11. In 2002 it became home to Liquid News and later to the 
other BBC Three news programmes 60 Seconds and The 7 O'Clock News. It briefly 
played host to the domestic BBC News bulletins while their studios were refurbished in 
2006, before becoming general purpose. It was home to Strictly Come Dancing: It Takes 
Two until December 2011. This studio was demolished during the redevelopment of 
Television Centre. 


Studio 12[edit] 


56 square metres (600 ft?) 


Originally a music store, converted into a studio in 2004 for CBBC programmes. Used 
for Sportsround for some years, but converted into presentation studio in 2006. Used for 
in-vision continuity for CBBC and changed into an in-vision continuity studio in summer 
2007. The set was transferred to a mini studio in the East Tower. It was used by BBC 
Research"! This studio was demolished during the redevelopment of Television Centre. 


Pres A[edit] 
65 square metres (704 ft?) 


Opened in 1960, designed for in-vision continuity for BBC 1, but was used as such for 
only three years. Became weather studio prior to the move to the BBC Weather Centre 
in 1990 (also in Television Centre), following which it was used by Children's BBC to 
supplement presentation from the 'Broom Cupboard’, and was used for slots such as 
birthdays and public holidays. Became full-time home of Children's BBC in 1994 
following the vacation of the 'Broom Cupboard’. It closed following CBBC's move to TC9 
and was converted back into office space. 


Pres B[edit] 
65 square metres (704 ft?) 


Opened in 1964, designed for in-vision continuity for BBC 2, but that did not use in- 
vision continuity for more than a few months after launch. Became a general purpose 
studio housing small productions such as Points of View, the Film series with Barry 
Norman and The Old Grey Whistle Test. It closed in 1996 and was converted back into 
office space. 


News studios| edit] 


In addition to these studios, BBC News used a number of studios for the frequent news 
bulletins. These studios have a different naming system owing to their permanent usage 
and were not included on most studio lists, as they were unavailable for hire. 


e N11 - Previously BBC One daytime bulletins. Became TC10 

e N2 - Previously BBC Two daytime bulletins. Became TC11 

e N3 - Small studio off main newsroom, before being made part of newsroom, 
separated by glass panels. 

e N4 - Studio, became part of the BBC Club bar 

e N5 - Originally studio for BBC Arabic Television service, which closed in 1996. It was 
a storeroom until 2001 when it was used for the BBCi service, then from 2007 asa 
home for Click prior to its move to Broadcasting House in 2012. 

e N6- Formerly home to BBC News at One, BBC News at Ten and the BBC 
News channel. 

e N8- Home to BBC World News prior to its move to Broadcasting House in 2013, and 
by the BBC News channel from 1999 to 2008. BBC News channel still used the studio 
to allow the BBC News at Ten to rehearse in N6 until 2013 

e N9- Home to BBC World News until 2008, used as a contingency when N6/N8 
unavailable due to technical work and for election coverage 

e N10 - Formerly used by BBC Three to produce 60 Seconds 


These studios were located in Stage 5 & Stage 6, commonly known as the BBC News 
Centre. BBC News moved out of Stage 6 in 2013 to the new BBC News Centre at New 


Broadcasting House in Central London. After redevelopment, Stage 6 became the new 
home to the commercial arm of the BBC, BBC Worldwide. 


There was no N7, to avoid confusion with TC7, which housed 'big' news programmes 
such as BBC Breakfast, Working Lunch, and Newsnight. 


Infrastructure(edit] 


In February 1996, the electricity and heating were transferred to a European Gas 
Turbines (EGT) 4.9MWe Typhoon gas turbine combined heating, power and cooling unit. 
451 |t included a 6MW Thermax air conditioning (cooling) vapour absorption 

machine (VAM). The £6m HVAC system reduced energy costs by 35%, and paid for itself 
within three years. A second turbine was added, without a second chimney. However, in 
20088 the BBC admitted that the energy system was being used for emergency 
purposes only as it had become cost-ineffective to use full-time. Excess electricity 
produced at night has not been returned to the National Grid, as originally planned. In 
November 2003, the turbine's chimneys caught fire,“4 bringing TV output to a halt. After 
the fire the turbines were no longer used regularly. 


Listed statuS(edit] 


The development of the Westfield shopping centre nearby led to a sharp rise in property 
prices and placed the Television Centre under threat. In February 2008, with an 
amendment in November, English Heritage requested listed status for the scenery 
workshop, the canteen block adjoining the Blue Peter Garden, and the central building. 
481 Previously, under a longstanding deal between the BBC and English Heritage the 
building was not listed to allow the BBC to make changes necessary in a broadcasting 
centre, !station needed |N return, the BBC agreed that if it left, the fabric of the building would 
be restored to its mid-60s state, and English Heritage would list notable features.“ 


On 17 June 2009 the Central Ring of the building and Studio 1, noting in particular 

the John Piper mosaic, central drum with its mosaic tiles, the Huxley-Jones gilded statue 
of Helios, full-height glazing of the stair and original clock in the Central Ring, 

received Grade Il listed status from the Department for Culture, Media and Sport. The 
‘atomic dots' and name of Studio 1, and the cantilevered porch on its exterior were 
noted as important architectural features of that building.24 The Department did not 
consider the other buildings, including all other studios, scenery block and canteen of 
sufficient special interest to warrant listing.24221 Making the protection announcement, 
the architecture minister Barbara Follett noted that it was where Doctor Who, Fawlty 
Towers and Blue Peter were made: "It has been a torture chamber for politicians, and an 
endless source of first-class entertainment for the nation—sometimes both at the same 
time."221 


Redevelopment{edit] 


The exterior of Television Centre pictured during the live broadcast of the 2008 edition of 
the Children in Need telethon on 14 November 2008 


It was announced on 18 October 2007 that in order to meet a £2 billion shortfall in 
funding, the BBC intended to "reduce the size of the property portfolio in west London 
by selling BBC Television Centre by the end of the financial year 2012/13", with the 
then Director General, Mark Thompson, saying the plan would deliver "a smaller, but 
fitter, BBC" in the digital age.21 A BBC spokeswoman has added that "this is a full scale 
disposal of BBC Television Centre and we won't be leasing it back".25 The corporation 
officially put Television Centre on the property market in June 2011.289272 


BBC Sport and BBC Children's moved to dock10, MediaCityUK in Salford Quays in 2012, 
281 with Children's Learning, Radio 5 Live?! and part of BBC Future Media & Technology. 
ga The move saw up to 1,500 posts at TV Centre and 700 posts at New Broadcasting 
House relocate to Salford Quays. BBC Breakfast, part of BBC News, moved to Salford in 
April 2012.2422 


On 16 July 2012, the BBC agreed to sell the site to Stanhope plc for £200 million. The 
figure was low partly due to the high levels of asbestos in the building.” The building 
closed on 31 March 2013 and was redeveloped to include flats, office space, a cinema 
and hotels. Studios 1, 2 and 3 along with part of the basement and offices have been 
refurbished and leased back to the BBC on a 15-year lease. The original schedule 
would have seen Studios 1, 2, & 3 back in production by Autumn of 2014 however on 17 
July 2014 the BBC announced that due to the extensive building work, programme 
production will not recommence at Television Centre until 2017 when much of the 
demolition and groundwork has been completed.2# The BBC's commercial businesses, 
BBC Worldwide and BBC Studios and Post Production will lease back Stage 6 as office 
space which is the part formerly occupied by BBC News.22 


Television Centre during redevelopment in May 2015. The BBC blocks on the wall of TC1 were 
removed in September 2014. 


All BBC News, national radio and BBC World Service broadcasts were relocated to 
Broadcasting House between July 2012 and March 2013, which is said to include one of 
the largest live newsrooms in the world.2# The final news broadcasts from Television 
Centre took place on 18 March 2013, when the BBC News channel and remaining news 
output completed the move to Broadcasting House. This was one of the final live 
broadcasts from the building.&” 


A 90-minute documentary titled Tales of Television Centre was broadcast on BBC 
Four in 2012 ahead of the move out. On 22 March 2013, BBC Four devoted its evening 
schedule to programmes commemorating Television Centre. At the heart of the evening 
was Goodbye Television Centre a two-hour history presented by former BBC One 
controller and BBC chairman Michael Grade. The last live programme broadcast 

was Madness Live: Goodbye Television Centre, shown that day on BBC Four. 


In March 2013, the BBC and Stanhope formed a joint venture, Television Centre 
Developments, to manage the redevelopment of the 14-acre site.“ Only three of the 
eight production studios were earmarked for continued use by the BBC, with the rest 
being demolished for flats, and it was argued that this would leave insufficient facilities 
in the capital for independent television production, and a Save Television Centre 
Studios website and petition was set up. 


In December 2013 Stanhope was granted planning permission from the London Borough 
of Hammersmith and Fulham. 


In October 2014, UK magazine Private Eye reported that having spent £60 million to 
remove broadcasting equipment from the building, the BBC planned to spend 

£12 million a year to lease back parts of the building.“ This decision was in direct 
contradiction of the BBC's promise in 2007 that the sale of TVC was a "full-scale 
disposal" and that it would not be leasing back any part of the building.“ 


Demolition work began in February 2015." 


As of April 2016 only Studios TC1, TC2 and TC3 remained, the other studios TC4, TC5, 
TC6, TC7 and TC8 had now all been demolished. The statue of Helios, the Greek God of 
Sun, had been removed for renovation before it returns to the redevelopment at 
Television Centre later in 2016. Developer Stanhope and construction manager Mace 
have carefully removed the gilded bronze figure with heritage experts PAYE 
Conservation for repair and renovation. The Helios has stood in the rotunda at 
Television Centre since the former BBC headquarters opened in 1960.42 


BBC Studioworks, the commercial subsidiary of the BBC who will operate and maintain 
the newly refurbished Studios 1, 2 and 3 and production facilities at Television Centre 
confirmed on their website that the newly refurbished Television Centre studios, 
productions facilities and post production facilities would have its official opening in 
September 2017.4 As of April 2017, bookings for the newly refurbished and renovated 
Studios 1, 2 and 3 were being taken.!# 


Reopening(edit] 


BBC Studioworks at Television Centre officially opened on 1 September 2017. The first 
programme to transmit live from the newly refurbished studios was Strictly Come 
Dancing: It Takes Two on BBC Two on Monday 25 September 2017. It was hosted 

by Zoé Ball. 


In April 2018, ITV's daytime programmes Good Morning Britain, Lorraine, This 

Morning, Loose Women and political discussion programme Peston moved to Television 
Centre, due to the closure and redevelopment of The London Studios.“!5lis However, in 
October 2018, it was announced that ITV would not be returning to the South Bank, 

523 and it is thought that ITV Daytime programmes will continue to be broadcast from 
Television Centre. 


Current productions[edit] 
BBC productions(edit] 


e The Graham Norton Show (TC1: 2018-present) 

e Later... with fools Holland (1992-2012; TC1: 2019)! 

e Mock the Week (TC4: 2005-2012; TC1: 2018-present) 
e Q/(TC1: 2019-present) 

e Sounds Like Friday Night (TC1: 2017-present) 


ITV productionsj/edit] 


e The Chase (TC1: Celebrity Specials, 2019) 
e Good Morning Britain (TC3: 2018-present) 

e The Jonathan Ross Show (TC1: 2017-present) 
e Loose Women (TC2: 2018-present) 

e Lorraine (TC2: 2018-present) 

e This Morning (TC3: 2018-present) 

e Peston (TC2: 2018-present) 


Other productions(edit] 


e The Big Narstie Show (TC1: 2018-present) 

e Blind Date (TC1: 2017-present) 

e El Hormiguero (TC1: Special, 2019) 

e The Great British Bake Off: An Extra Slice (TC1: 2018-present) 
e The Russell Howard Hour (TC1: 2017-present) 

e Sunday Brunch (TC2: 2019-present) 

e The Last Leg (TC1: 2018-present) 

e Your Face or Mine (TC1: 2019-present) 


Major events/[edit] 


Television Centre on Election Night, 4 May 2005 


Terrorist target(edit] 
See also: 2001 BBC bombing 


On 4 March 2001, a bomb placed outside the news centre exploded, with no fatalities. 
54 |t was attributed to the Real IRA and the culprits were eventually caught. The front of 
the building suffered moderate damage, but was soon repaired. 


Power failures(edit] 


Television Centre has suffered from power cuts that affected normal broadcasting, but 
these were not seen as a systemic problem. #222dea One such power cut caused the 
launch night of BBC2, on 20 April 1964, to be cancelled; programmes began the next 
day.=4 


A major power failure occurred on 20 June 2000 at approximately 5 p.m., affecting the 
entire Television Centre resulting in services such as BBC Two and BBC Radio 4 coming 
off air, and BBC News 24 went off air before being relocated to the 

BBC's Westminster studios. The Six O'Clock News suffered severe lighting problems and 
had to be cancelled halfway through, and the BBC's backup generator caught fire. 
Troubles were experienced in the South East region, as Newsroom South East started 
later than planned. The fire alarms went off at Television Centre later that day, leaving 
only a skeleton crew. Eventually many programmes returned, from different 

locations: Newsnight was presented from the main news studio with intermittent 
technical problems. The failure was due to a substation in Shepherd's Bush and normal 
services resumed the following day.&2 


Just before 8 a.m. on 28 November 2003 an electrical fault caused some equipment to 
overheat, which set off fire alarms.“4 Although there was no fire, the fault caused 
widespread power cuts and prevented backup generators from providing alternative 
power. All output was affected with services transferred across London to alternative 
studios. The One O'Clock News and BBC News 24 broadcast for much of the day from 
the BBC's Millbank Studios,“4 and the Today programme and Five 

Live's Breakfast morning radio shows fell off air for 15 minutes.24 The Millbank Studios 
are a fall-back for news operations in the event of TVC failure, 2222ede and are 
continually recording the last hour of the BBC News Channel output (sans in-vision 
clock) for this purpose. !<#ion2eeded This power cut came on the week prior to the relaunch 
of News 24, which was postponed for another week to ensure that all problems had 
been remedied. 


Protests/edit] 
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Protesters objecting to the appearance of Nick Griffin on Question Time outside Television Centre 
in 2009 


Programmes have been interrupted by protesters gaining access to Television Centre. In 
1988, a group of lesbian protestors campaigning against Section 28 of the Local 
Government Act 1988 gained access to the studio of the Six O'Clock News during a live 
broadcast.=! Newsreader Sue Lawley continued with the broadcast, while co- 

presenter Nicholas Witchell tackled the intruders off-camera. 


On 20 May 2006 during the live broadcast of National Lottery: Jet Set the studio was 
invaded by members of the Fathers 4 Justice campaign group, causing the show to go 
briefly off air while the protesters were removed. This was also a problem as that 
night's lottery broadcast ran straight into the Eurovision Song Contest 2006. 


For Question Time on 22 October 2009, the BBC invited the leader of the British 
National Party, Nick Griffin, onto the programme for the first time causing heated public 
debate and strong protests outside the studios.“ Television Centre had its security 
breached with around 30 anti-fascist protesters storming the reception area and several 
hundred protesters gathering outside. Police and security staff were forced to close 
gates leading into the Centre and form barriers to prevent any further breaches of 
security. 
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The "Television Symbol", known informally as the "Bats Wings" was the first BBC Television 
Service ident. It was created by Abram Games and was used from 1953 to 1960." 


BBC Television is a service of the BBC. The corporation has operated in the United 
Kingdom under the terms of a royal charter since 1927. It produced television 
programmes from its own studios from 1932, although the start of its regular service of 
television broadcasts is dated to 2 November 1936.1 


The BBC's domestic television channels have no commercial advertising and collectively 
they account for more than 30% of all UK viewing.®! The services are funded by 
a television licence. 


As a result of the 2016 Licence Fee settlement, the BBC Television division was split, 
with in-house television production being separated into a new division called BBC 
Studios and the remaining parts of television (channels and genre commissioning, BBC 
Sport, BBC Three and BBC iPlayer) being renamed as BBC Content.” 


History of BBC Television|edit] 


The BBC operates several television networks, television stations (although there is 
generally very little distinction between the two terms in the UK), and related 
programming services in the United Kingdom. As well as being a broadcaster, the 
corporation also produces a large number of its own programmes in-house and thereby 
ranks as one of the world's largest television production companies. 


Early years (before 1939) [edit] 


John Logie Baird set up the Baird Television Development Company in 1926; on 30 
September 1929 he made the first experimental television broadcast for the BBC from 
its studio in Long Acre in the Covent Garden area of London via the BBC's 

London transmitter. Baird used his electromechanical system with a vertically-scanned 
image of 30 lines, which is just enough resolution for a close-up of one person, and 

a bandwidth low enough to use existing radio transmitters. The simultaneous 
transmission of sound and pictures was achieved on 30 March 1930, by using the BBC's 
new twin transmitter at Brookmans Park. By late 1930, thirty minutes of morning 
programmes were broadcast from Monday to Friday, and thirty minutes at midnight on 
Tuesdays and Fridays after BBC radio went off the air. Baird's broadcasts via the BBC 
continued until June 1932. 


The BBC began its own regular television programming from the basement 

of Broadcasting House, London, on 22 August 1932. The studio moved to larger 
quarters in 16 Portland Place, London, in February 1934, and continued broadcasting 
the 30-line images, carried by telephone line to the medium wave transmitter 

at Brookmans Park, until 11 September 1935, by which time advances in all-electronic 
television systems made the electromechanical broadcasts obsolete. 


After a series of test transmissions and special broadcasts that began in August 1936, 
the BBC Television Service officially launched on 2 November 1936 from a converted 
wing of Alexandra Palace in London.& "Ally Pally" housed two studios, various scenery 
stores, make-up areas, dressing rooms, offices, and the transmitter itself, which then 
broadcast on the VHF band. BBC television initially used two systems on alternate 
weeks: the 240-line Baird intermediate film system and the 405-line Marconi-EMI 
system. The use of both formats made the BBC's service the world's first regular high- 
definition television service; it broadcast from Monday to Saturday between 15:00 and 
16:00, and 21:00 and 22:00.2 The first programme broadcast - and thus the first ever, 
on a dedicated TV channel - was "Opening of the BBC Television Service" at 15:00. 


81 The first major outside broadcast was the coronation of King George VI and Queen 
Elizabeth in May 1937. 


The two systems were to run on a trial basis for six months; early television sets 
supported both resolutions. However, the Baird system, which used a mechanical 
camera for filmed programming and Farnsworth image dissector cameras for live 
programming, proved too cumbersome and visually inferior, and ended with closedown 
(at 22:00) on Saturday 13 February 1937.4 


Initially, the station's range was officially a 40 kilometres radius of the Alexandra Palace 
transmitter—in practice, however, transmissions could be picked up a good deal further 
away, and on one occasion in 1938 were picked up by engineers at RCA in New York, 
who were experimenting with a British television set. The service was reaching an 
estimated 25,000-40,000 homes before the outbreak of World War II which caused the 
service to be suspended in September 1939. 


Wartime closure (1939-1946) edit] 


On 1 September 1939, two days before Britain declared war on Germany, the station 
was taken off air with little warning;22 the government was concerned that the VHF 
transmissions would act as a beacon to enemy aircraft homing in on London. Also, many 
of the television service's technical staff and engineers would be needed for the war 
effort, in particular on the radar programme. The last programme transmitted was 

a Mickey Mouse cartoon, Mickey's Gala Premier (1933), which was followed by test 
transmissions; this account refuted the popular memory according to which 
broadcasting was suspended before the end of the cartoon.2” 


According to figures from Britain's Radio Manufacturers Association, 18,999 television 
sets had been manufactured from 1936 to September 1939, when production was 
halted by the war. 


The remaining monopoly years (1946-1955) [edit] 


BBC Television returned on 7 June 1946 at 15:00. Jasmine Bligh, one of the original 
announcers, made the first announcement, saying, 'Good afternoon everybody. How are 
you? Do you remember me, Jasmine Bligh?'. The Mickey Mouse cartoon of 1939 was 
repeated twenty minutes later.24 Alexandra Palace was the home base of the channel 
until the early 1950s when the majority of production moved into the newly 

acquired Lime Grove Studios. 


Postwar broadcast coverage was extended to Birmingham in 1949 with the opening of 
the Sutton Coldfield transmitting station, and by the mid-1950s most of the country was 
covered, transmitting a 405-line interlaced image on VHF. 


The duopoly from 1955 /edit] 


When the ITV was launched in 1955, the BBC Television Service (renamed "BBC tv" in 
1960) showed popular programming, including comedies, drama, documentaries, game 
shows, and soap operas, covering a wide range of genres and regularly competed with 
ITV to become the channel with the highest ratings for that week. The channel also 
introduced the science fiction show Doctor Who on 23 November 1963 - at 17:16 - 
which went on to become one of Britain's most iconic and beloved television 
programmes. 


1964 to 1967 [edit] 


BBC TV was renamed BBC1 in 1964, after the launch of BBC2 (now BBC Two), the third 
television station (ITV was the second) for the UK; its remit, to provide more niche 
programming. The channel was due to launch on 20 April 1964, but was put off the air 
by a massive power failure that affected much of London, caused by a fire at Battersea 
Power Station. A videotape made on the opening night was rediscovered in 2003 by a 
BBC technician. !##z2eede1 |n the end the launch went ahead the following night, hosted 
by Denis Tuohy holding a candle. BBC2 was the first British channel to 

use UHF and 625-line pictures, giving higher definition than the existing VHF 405- 

line system. 


1967 to 2003 [edit] 


LEN] BBC Yous 


A special ident was created in 1982 to celebrate 60 years of the BBC. 


On 1 July 1967, BBC Two became the first television channel in Europe to broadcast 
regularly in colour, using the West German PAL system that was in use for decades until 
being gradually superseded by digital systems.“2 (BBC One and ITV began 625-line 
colour broadcasts simultaneously on 15 November 1969). Unlike other terrestrial 
channels, BBC Two does not have soap opera or standard news programming, but a 
range of programmes intended to be eclectic and diverse (although if a programme has 
high audience ratings it is often eventually repositioned to BBC One). The different remit 
of BBC2 allowed its first controller, Sir David Attenborough to commission the first 
heavyweight documentaries and documentary series such as Civilisation, The Ascent of 
Man and Horizon. 


Attenborough was later granted sabbatical leave from his job as Controller to work with 
the BBC Natural History Unit which had existed since the 1950s. This unit is now famed 
throughout the world for producing high quality programmes with Attenborough such 


Earth and Frozen Planet. 


National and regional variations also occur within the BBC One and BBC Two schedules. 
England's BBC One output is split up into fifteen regions (such as South West and East), 
which exist mainly to produce local news programming, but also occasionally opt out of 
the network to show programmes of local importance (such as major local events). The 
other nations of the United Kingdom (Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland) have been 
granted more autonomy from the English network; for example, programmes are mostly 
introduced by local announcers, rather than by those in London. BBC One and BBC Two 
schedules in the other UK nations can vary immensely from BBC One and BBC Two in 
England. 


Programmes, such as the politically fuelled Give My Head Peace (produced by BBC 
Northern Ireland) and the soap opera River City (produced by BBC Scotland), have been 
created specifically to cater for some viewers in their respective nations. BBC Scotland 
produces daily programmes for its Gaelic-speaking viewers, including current affairs, 
political and children's programming such as the popular Eorpa and Dé a-nis?. BBC 
Wales also produces a large amount of Welsh language programming for S4C, 
particularly news, sport and other programmes, especially the soap opera Pobol y 
Cwm (‘People of the Valley') briefly shown on BBC2 across the UK with subtitles in the 
1990s.4), The UK nations also produce a number of programmes that are shown across 
the UK, such as BBC Scotland's comedy series Chewin' the Fat, and BBC Northern 
Ireland's talk show Patrick Kielty Almost Live. 


During the 1980s, the BBC came under pressure to commission more programmes from 
independent British production companies, and following the Broadcasting Act 1990 it 
was legally required to source 25% of its output from such companies by the terms of 
the Act. This eventually led to the creation of the "WoCC" (Window of Creative 
Competition) for independent production companies to pitch programmes to the BBC." 


Programmes have also been imported mainly from English-speaking countries: notable 
—though no longer shown—examples include The Simpsons from the United States 
and Neighbours from Australia. Programming from countries outside the English- 
speaking world consisted of feature films, shown in the original language 

with subtitles instead of being dubbed, with dubbing only used for cartoons and 
children's programmes."» These included programmes from Eastern Europe, 


including The Singing Ringing Tree from East Germany, although voice-over 
translation was used instead of dubbing for budgetary reasons.22 


Ceefax, the first teletext service, launched on 23 September 1974. This service allowed 
BBC viewers to view textual information such as the latest news on their television. 
CEEFAX did not make a full transition to digital television, instead being gradually 
replaced by the new interactive BBCi service before being fully closed down on 22 
October 2012. 


In March 2003 the BBC announced that from the end of May 2003 (subsequently 
deferred to 14 July) it intended to transmit all eight of its domestic television channels 
(including the 15 regional variations of BBC 1) unencrypted from the Astra 2D satellite. 
This move was estimated to save the BBC £85 million over the next five years. 


While the "footprint" of the Astra 2D satellite was smaller than that of Astra 2A, from 
which it was previously broadcast encrypted, it meant that viewers with appropriate 
equipment were able to receive BBC channels "free-to-air" over much of Western 
Europe. Consequently, some rights concerns have needed to be resolved with 
programme providers such as Hollywood studios and sporting organisations, which have 
expressed concern about the unencrypted signal leaking out. This led to some 
broadcasts being made unavailable on the Sky Digital platform, such as Scottish 
Premier League and Scottish Cup football, while on other platforms such broadcasts 
were not disrupted. Later, when rights contracts were renewed, this problem was 
resolved. 


2006 onwardsS(edit] 


The BBC Television department headed by Jana Bennett was absorbed into a new, much 
larger group; BBC Vision, in late 2006."4 The new group was part of larger restructuring 
within the BBC with the onset of new media outlets and technology. 


In 2008, the BBC began experimenting with live streaming of certain channels in the UK, 
and in November 2008, all standard BBC television channels were made available to 
watch online via BBC iPlayer." 


When Tony Hall became Director General in April 2013, he reverted the division to its 
original name of BBC Television. As Television it was responsible for the commissioning, 
scheduling and broadcasting of all programming on the BBC's television channels and 
online, as well as producing content for broadcast.22 


Following the 2016 Licence Fee settlement, BBC Television was split into two divisions, 
with in-house television production being separated into a new division called BBC 
Studios controlled by Mark Linsey and the remaining parts of television (channels and 
genre commissioning, BBC Sport, BBC Three and BBC iPlayer) being renamed as BBC 


Content, controlled by Charlotte Moore.“ As a result, the BBC Television division is 


now known internally as BBC Content and "BBC Television" as an entity has ceased to 
exist. “2uz21 


Funding[edit] 
Main article: Television licensing in the United Kingdom 


The BBC domestic television channels do not broadcast advertisements; they are 
instead funded by a television licence fee which TV viewers are required to pay 
annually. This includes viewers who watch real-time streams or catch up services of the 
BBC's channels online or via their mobile phone. The BBC's international television 
channels are funded by advertisements and subscription. 


Channels[edit] 
Free-to-air in the UK (edit) 


These channels are also available outside the UK in neighbouring countries e.g. 
Belgium, the Netherlands and the Republic of Ireland. 
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BBC UK viewing figures 1981-2008: BBC 1 in red, BBC 2 in blue 


EC 3, BOC 4, SOC News, CBBC, CBeebies, Bie hd share of viewing January O2 be 17 May OF 


BBC UK viewing share, 2002-2008: BBC 3, pink; BBC 4, dark cyan; BBC News, red; CBBC, purple; 
CBeebies, light cyan 


BBC One 


The Corporation's primary network, broadcasting mainstream comedy, drama, 
documentaries, films, news, sport, and some children's programmes. BBC One is 
also the home of the BBC's main 30-minute news bulletins, currently shown at 
13:00, 18:00, and 22:00 (on weekdays; times vary for weekend news bulletins) 
and overnight bulletins from BBC World News every Monday to Sunday. The main 
news bulletins are followed by local news. These are provided by production 
centres in Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland and a further 14 regional and 
sub-regional centres in England. The centres also produce local news magazine 
programming. 
Shutdown of all UK analogue television stations began in 2008 and finished in 
October 2012, leaving only digital transmission for terrestrial services. 
A high definition simulcast, BBC One HD, launched on 3 November 2010. 
BBC Two 
Home to more specialist programming, including comedy, documentaries, 
dramas, children's programming and minority interest programmes, as well as 
imported programmes from other countries, particularly the United States. An 
important feature of the schedule is Newsnight, a 50-minute news analysis 
programme shown each weeknight at 22.30. There are slight differences in the 
programming for England, Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland. The most 
notable is a separate final 20 minutes for Newsnight broadcast in Scotland. 
A high definition simulcast, BBC Two HD, launched on 26 March 2013. 
BBC Four 
Niche programming for an intellectual audience, including specialist 
documentaries, occasional 'serious' dramas, live theatre, foreign language films 
and television programmes and 'prestige' archive television repeats. 
A high definition simulcast, BBC Four HD, launched on 10 December 2013. 
BBC News 


A dedicated news channel. Time-shares with BBC World News 00:00-06:00 & 

21:00-22:00 daily 

A high definition simulcast, BBC News HD, launched on 10 December 2013. 
BBC Parliament 

The Corporation's dedicated politics channel, covering both the UK_ 

Parliament, Scottish Parliament, Welsh Assembly, Northern Ireland Assembly, 

and international politics. 


CBBC 
For children aged seven and above. 
A high definition simulcast, CBBC HD, launched on 10 December 2013. 
CBeebies 


For children under seven. 
A high definition simulcast, CBeebies HD, launched on 10 December 2013. 


Other public services(edit] 

S4C 
Although this Welsh language channel is not operated by the Corporation, the 
BBC contributes programmes funded by the licence fee as part of its public 
service obligation. The BBC used to broadcast Welsh-language programmes on 
its own channels in Wales, but these were transferred to S4C when it started 
broadcasting in 1982. 

BBC Alba 

A part-time Scottish Gaelic channel. Although it carries the BBC name, itis a 
partnership between the BBC and MG Alba, with the majority of funding coming 
from the Scottish Government via MG Alba. Scottish Gaelic programmes were 
also shown on BBC Two in Scotland - subject to approval from the BBC Trust, but 
moved to BBC Alba after digital switchover. 
BBC Three 
Home to mainly programming geared towards 16-34-year olds, particularly new 
comedy sketch shows and sitcoms. 


A high definition simulcast, BBC Three HD, launched on 10 December 2013. 

On 16 February 2016, BBC Three moved as an online-only content. 

Animal Planet 

Yesterday 

International news[edit] 

BBC World News 
An international, commercially-funded twenty-four-hour news channel, not 
officially available to UK viewers but is shown on BBC News/BBC One/BBC Two 


between 00:00-05:30 and at 19:00-19:30 on BBC Four and 21:00-22:00 on BBC 
News Channel. 


BBC Studios(edit] 
Main article: BBC Studios 


See also: International BBC television channels 


The BBC's wholly owned commercial subsidiary, BBC Studios, also 

operates several international television channels under BBC 

branding: 

BBC America 
A US general entertainment channel, distributed in co-operation with AMC- 
Networks, showcasing British television programming. 

BBC Arabic TV 
A news and factual programming channel broadcast to the Middle East and North 
Africa. It was launched on 11 March 2008. 
BBC Brit 
An entertainment subscription television channel featuring male-skewed factual 
entertainment programming. Launched 1 February 2015 in Poland, April 2015 for 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Iceland replacing BBC Entertainment. 
BBC Canada 
A Canadian general entertainment channel, co-owned with Corus Entertainment. 
showing Canadian and British television programming. 
BBC Earth 
A documentary subscription television channel featuring premium factual 
programming. Launched 1 February 2015 in Poland, April 2015 for Denmark, 
Norway, Sweden, Finland and Iceland and as of 14 April 2015 in Hungary 
replacing BBC Knowledge also replaced BBC Knowledge in Asia (Cambodia, Hong 
Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mongolia, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand 
and Vietnam) as of 3 October 2015 - 21h00 Singapore/Hong Kong Time22! 
BBC Entertainment 
Broadcasts comedy, drama, light entertainment and children's programming by 
BBC and other UK production houses, available in the following regions: Europe 
(except Scandinavia and Eastern Europe), Turkey and Israel. 
BBC First 
An entertainment subscription television channel featuring drama, crime and 
comedy programming. The channel kicked off in Australia on 3 August 2014. 
Currently available in the following regions: Asia, Australia (BBC First (Australia)), 
Benelux (BBC First (Dutch TV channel)), Central and Eastern Europe (Croatia, 
Macedonia, Poland and Slovenia), Middle East & North Africa and South Africa. 
BBC HD 

A high-definition channel gradually replaced by other BBC Studios channels, 
currently still available in Turkey. 


BBC Kids 
A Canadian children's programming channel co-owned with Knowledge West 
Communications. 


BBC Knowledge 
Documentaries and factual programming, currently available in Australia and 
New Zealand. 
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BBC Lifestyle 
Lifestyle programming, currently available in Asia, Poland and South Africa. 
BBC UKTV 
An entertainment channel in Australia and New Zealand, carrying drama and 
comedy programmes from the BBC, Talkback Thames, ITV, and Channel 4. 


The BBC also co-owns the 
following channels in joint 
ventures with other 
broadcasters: 


UKTV 
Commercial television network in the United Kingdom. The channels broadcast 
mainly BBC archive and specially produced programming. 
BBC Persian 


News channel that 
targets Persian- 
speaking countries 
including Iran, 
Afghanistan and 
Tajikistan in the 
Persian/Dari/Tajiki 
language. 


BBC Japan was a 


general entertainment 
channel, which 
operated between 
December 2004 and 
April 2006. It ceased 
operations after its 
Japanese distributor 
folded. 
Dave 
A UK general entertainment channel, distributed in co-operation with UKTV, 
showcasing British television programming. 


Timeline[edit] 


hide 


BBC Television channel timeline, 1980s to present (includes joint ventures, excludes timeshifts a 
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See also[edit] 


° ma BBC portal 

e List of television programmes broadcast by the BBC 

e History of BBC television idents 

e BBC television drama 

e BBC Local Radio 

e BBC World Service 

e British Broadcasting Company, Ltd., for a history of the BBC prior to 1927. 
e Timeline of the BBC for an overview of BBC history. 


e Early television stations 
e Freesat 
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BBC Genome Project 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
Jump to navigationJump to search 


BIBIC 


Genome 


BBC Genome Logo 


The BBC Genome Project is a digitised, searchable database of programme listings 
initially based upon the contents of the Radio Times from the first issue in 1923 to 2009. 
1 TV listings post 2009 can be accessed via BBC Programmes site 


History[edit] 
Prior[edit] 


BBC Genome is not the BBC's first online searchable database; in April 2006, the BBC 
gave the public access to Infax, the BBC's programme database at the time. Infax 
contained around 900,000 entries, but not every programme ever broadcast, and it 
ceased operation in December 2007.2 The front page of the website is still available to 
see via the Internet Archive here. After Infax ceased, a message on the website said 
that it would be incorporating in the information into individual programme pages. In 
2012, it was replaced by the database Fabric but this is only for internal use within the 
BBC. 


Radio Times([edit] 


Uza TarbuclC's Christmas 
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Screenshot of an OCR error (since corrected) in Genome. The text, "Uza TarbuclC's Christmas", 
should read "Liza Tarbuck's Christmas". 


In December 2012, the BBC completed a digitisation exercise, scanning the listings 
from Radio Times of all BBC programmes 1923-2009 from an entire run of about 4,500 
copies of the magazine.“ They identified around five million programmes, involving 8.5 
million actors, presenters, writers and technical staff. 


The listings are as published, in advance, and so do not include late changes or 
cancellations which were reflected on Infax. However, they do include huge numbers of 
early radio and television broadcasts, and "DJ shows" from BBC Radio 1 and BBC Radio 
2 which were rarely kept officially, which were not listed on Infax (which also did not 
usually include repeats of archived programmes prior to 1976) because they were not in 
the BBC archives. 


The issues were scanned at high resolution, producing TIF images and Optical Character 
Recognition (OCR) was then used to turn the text from the page into searchable text on 
the Genome database." 


BBC Genome was released for public use on 15 October 2014, S14 


The aim of this project is to allow researchers to be able to find out information easier 
and to help BBC Archives to build up a picture of what exists and what is currently 
missing from the archive.“ Corrections to OCR errors and changes to advertised 
schedules are being crowdsourced, with over 440,910 user generated edits accepted 
after editorial review as of mid-December 2018.21 


Each listing entry has a unique identifier which may be expressed as a URL. For 
example, the very first screening of Doctor 


Who is http://genome.ch.bbc.co.uk/8f81c193ba224e84981F353cae480d49. A broadcast 
programme may have more than one such identifier, if it was broadcast (and thus 


listed) on repeat occasions, or in different regions. 
Other content(edit] 


Digitised editions of entire magazines (including front covers, prose articles, 
advertisements, and other non-listings content) from the 1920s were added in March 
2017;24 for the 1930s in December 2017;"2 and for the 1940s in December 2018.13 


Missing listings(edit] 
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14 May 1926 ae 


21 February 
1947 
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BBC News 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 
This article is about the organisation within the BBC. For the television channel, see BBC 


News (TV channel). For other uses, see BBC News (disambiguation). 


BBC News 


BIBIC 


NEWS 


Type BBC department 


Industry Broadcast media 


Headquarters BBC Television Centre (1969-2013) 
Broadcasting House (2012-), 


London 


, 


England 


Area served Specific services for United Kingdom 


and rest of world 


Key people Fran Unsworth (Director of News & 
Current Affairs) 
Mary Hockaday (Head of Newsroom) 
Huw Edwards (Chief Presenter) 


Services Radio, internet, and television 


broadcasts 


Owner BBC 


Number of 3,500 (2,000 journalists) 
employees 


g BBC News 
Website ; : 
Bbcnewsv2vjtpsuy.onion Pagescessinaincnete 


BBC News is an operational business division" of the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC) responsible for the gathering and broadcasting of news and current 
affairs. The department is the world's largest broadcast news organisation and 
generates about 120 hours of radio and television output each day, as well as online 
news coverage.231 The service maintains 50 foreign news bureaux with more than 250 
correspondents around the world.” Fran Unsworth has been Director of News and 
Current Affairs since January 2018.51 


The department's annual budget is in excess of £350 million; it has 3,500 staff, 2,000 of 
whom are journalists.: BBC News' domestic, global and online news divisions are 
housed within the largest live newsroom in Europe, in Broadcasting House in central 
London. Parliamentary coverage is produced and broadcast from studios in Millbank in 
London. Through the BBC English Regions, the BBC also has regional centres across 
England, as well as national news centres in Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. All 
nations and English regions produce their own local news programmes and other 
current affairs and sport programmes. 


The BBC is a quasi-autonomous corporation authorised by Royal Charter, making it 
operationally independent of the government, who have no power to appoint or dismiss 
its director-general, and required to report impartially. However, as with all major media 
outlets, it has been accused of political bias from across the political spectrum, both 
within the UK and abroad. 


History[edit] 
Early years[edit] 


This is London calling - 2LO calling. Here 
is the first general news bulletin, copyright 
by Reuters, Press Association, Exchange 
Telegraph and Central News. 


— BBC news programme opening during the 1920s4 


The British Broadcasting Company broadcast its first radio bulletin from radio 

station 2LO on 14 November 1922. Wishing to avoid competition, newspaper 
publishers persuaded the government to ban the BBC from broadcasting news before 
7:00 pm, and to force it to use wire service copy instead of reporting on its own.4 On 
Easter weekend in 1930 (18 April), this reliance on newspaper wire services left the 
radio news service with no information to report after saying "There is no news today". 
Piano music was played instead.“ The BBC gradually gained the right to edit the copy 
and, in 1934, created its own news operation. However, it could not broadcast news 
before 6 PM until World War II.2 Gaumont British and Movietone cinema newsreels had 


been broadcast on the TV service since 1936, with the BBC producing its own 
equivalent Television Newsreel programme from January 1948. A weekly Children's 
Newsreel was inaugurated on 23 April 1950, to around 350,000 receivers." The 
network began simulcasting its radio news on television in 1946, with a still picture 
of Big Ben.“ Televised bulletins began on 5 July 1954, broadcast from leased studios 
within Alexandra Palace in London. Hied verification 


The public's interest in television and live events was stimulated by Elizabeth 

II's coronation in 1953. It is estimated that up to 27 million people!# viewed the 
programme in the UK, overtaking radio's audience of 12 million for the first time. 

431 Those live pictures were fed from 21 cameras in central London to Alexandra 
Palace for transmission, and then on to other UK transmitters opened in time for the 
event.4 That year, there were around two million TV Licences held in the UK, rising to 
over three million the following year, and four and a half million by 1955. 


1950s(edit] 


Television news, although physically separate from its radio counterpart, was still firmly 
under radio news' control - correspondents provided reports for both outlets-and that 
first bulletin, shown on 5 July 1954 on the then BBC television service and presented 

by Richard Baker, involved his providing narration off-screen while stills were shown. 

451 This was then followed by the customary Television Newsreel with a recorded 
commentary by John Snagge (and on other occasions by Andrew Timothy). 


It was revealed that this had been due to producers fearing a newsreader with visible 
facial movements would distract the viewer from the story. On-screen newsreaders 
were finally introduced a year later in 1955 - Kenneth Kendall (the first to appear in 
vision), Robert Dougall, and Richard Baker-three weeks before ITN's launch on 21 
September 1955. 


Mainstream television production had started to move out of Alexandra Palace in 
195028 to larger premises - mainly at Lime Grove Studios in Shepherd's Bush, west 
London - taking Current Affairs (then known as Talks Department) with it. It was from 
here that the first Panorama, a new documentary programme, was transmitted on 11 
November 1953, with Richard Dimbleby becoming anchor in 1955.44 On 18 February 
1957, the topical early-evening programme Tonight, hosted by Cliff Michelmore and 
designed to fill the airtime provided by the abolition of the Toddlers' Truce, was 
broadcast from Marconi's Viking Studio in St Mary Abbott's Place, Kensington - with the 
programme moving into a Lime Grove studio in 1960, where it already maintained its 
production office. 


On 28 October 1957, the Today programme, a morning radio programme, was launched 
in central London on the Home Service." 


In 1958, Hugh Carleton Greene became head of News and Current Affairs. He set up a 
BBC study group whose findings, published in 1959, were critical of what the television 
news operation had become under his predecessor, Tahu Hole. The report proposed 
that the head of television news should take control (away from radio), and that the 


television service should have a proper newsroom of its own, with an editor-of-the-day. 
{191 


1960s(edit] 


On 1 January 1960, Greene became Director-General and brought about big changes 
at BBC Television and BBC Television News. BBC Television News had been created in 
1955, in response to the founding of ITN. The changes made by Greene were aimed at 


making BBC reporting more similar to ITN which had been highly rated by study groups 
held by Greene. 


A newsroom was created at Alexandra Palace, television reporters were recruited and 
given the opportunity to write and voice their own scripts-without the "impossible 
burden" of having to cover stories for radio too.24 


In 1987, almost thirty years later, John Birt resurrected the practice of correspondents 
working for both TV and radio with the introduction of bi-media journalism,24 and 2008 
saw tri-media introduced across TV, radio, and online. 


On 20 June 1960, Nan Winton, the first female BBC network newsreader, appeared in 
vision.221 19 September saw the start of the radio news and current affairs 
programme The Ten O'clock News.22! 


BBC2 started transmission on 20 April 1964, and with it came a new news programme 
for that channel, Newsroom. 


The World at One, a lunchtime news programme, began on 4 October 1965 on the then 
Home Service, and the year before News Review had started on television. News 
Review was a summary of the week's news, first broadcast on Sunday, 26 April 
19642 on BBC 2 and harking back to the weekly Newsreel Review of the Week, 
produced from 1951, to open programming on Sunday evenings-the difference being 
that this incarnation had subtitles for the deaf and hard-of-hearing. As this was the 
decade before electronic caption generation, each superimposition ("Super") had to be 
produced on paper or card, synchronised manually to studio and news footage, 
committed to tape during the afternoon, and broadcast early evening. Thus Sundays 
were no longer a quiet day for news at Alexandra Palace. The programme ran until the 
1980s25 - by then using electronic captions, Known as Anchor - to be superseded 

by Ceefax subtitling (a similar Teletext format), and the signing of such programmes 
as See Hear (from 1981). 


On Sunday 17 September 1967, The World This Weekend, a weekly news and current 
affairs programme, launched on what was then Home Service, but soon-to-be Radio 4. 


Preparations for colour began in the autumn of 1967 and on Thursday 7 March 

1968 Newsroom on BBC2 moved to an early evening slot, becoming the first UK news 
programme to be transmitted in colour22 - from Studio A at Alexandra Palace. News 
Review and Westminster (the latter a weekly review of Parliamentary happenings) were 
"colourised" shortly after. 


However, much of the insert material was still in black and white, as initially only a part 
of the film coverage shot in and around London was on colour reversal film stock, and 
all regional and many international contributions were still in black and white. Colour 
facilities at Alexandra Palace were technically very limited for the next eighteen 
months, as it had only one RCA colour Quadruplex videotape machine and, eventually 
two Pye plumbicon colour telecines-although the news colour service started with just 
one. 


Black and white national bulletins on BBC 1 continued to originate from Studio B on 
weekdays, along with Town and Around, the London regional "opt out" programme 
broadcast throughout the 1960s (and the BBC's first regional news programme for the 
South East), until it started to be replaced by Nationwide on Tuesday to Thursday from 
Lime Grove Studios early in September 1969. Town and Around was never to make the 
move to Television Centre - instead it became London This Week which aired on 
Mondays and Fridays only, from the new TVC studios.24 


Television News moves to Television Centre|[ edit] 


Television News moved to BBC Television Centre in September 1969. 


The final news programme to come from Alexandra Palace was a late night news on 
BBC2 on Friday 19 September 1969 in colour. It was said that over this September 
weekend, it took 65 removal vans to transfer the contents of Alexandra Palace across 
London.2! BBC Television News resumed operations the next day with a lunchtime 
bulletin on BBC1 - in black and white - from Television Centre, where it remained until 
March 2013. 


This move to better technical facilities, but much smaller studios, 

allowed Newsroom and News Review to replace back projection with colour-separation 
overlay. It also allowed a//news output to be produced in PAL colour, ahead of the 
transition of BBC1 to colour from 15 November 1969 - and, like Alexandra Palace Studio 
A, these studios too were capable of operating in NTSC for the US, Canada, and Japan as 
the BBC occasionally provided facilities for overseas broadcasters. During the 

1960s, satellite communication had become possible,22 however colour field- 

store standards converters were still in their infancy in 1968,2% and it was some years 
before digital line-store conversion was able to undertake the process seamlessly. 24 


1970S([edit] 


Angela Rippon, pictured in 1983, became the first female news presenter in 1975. 


On 14 September 1970, the first Nine O'Clock News was broadcast on television. Robert 
Dougall presented the first week from studio N1 - described by The Guardian"! as "a 
sort of polystyrene padded cell"24\—the bulletin having been moved from the earlier 
time of 20.50 as a response to the ratings achieved by ITN's News at Ten, introduced 
three years earlier on the rival ITV. Richard Baker and Kenneth Kendall presented 
subsequent weeks, thus echoing those first television bulletins of the mid-1950s. 


Angela Rippon became the first female news presenter of the Nine O'Clock News in 
1975. Her work outside the news was controversial at the time, appearing 
on The Morecambe and Wise Christmas Show in 1976 singing and dancing.) 


The first edition of John Craven's Newsround, initially intended only as a short series and 
later renamed just Newsround, came from studio N3 on 4 April 1972. 


Afternoon television news bulletins during the mid to late 1970s were broadcast from 
the BBC newsroom itself, rather than one of the three news studios. The newsreader 
would present to camera while sitting on the edge of a desk; behind him staff would be 
seen working busily at their desks. This period corresponded with when the Nine 
O'Clock News got its next makeover, and would use a CSO background of the newsroom 
from that very same camera each weekday evening. 


Also in the mid-1970s, the late night news on BBC2 was briefly renamed Newsnight, 

851 but this was not to last, or be the same programme as we know today - that would be 
launched in 1980 - and it soon reverted to being just a news summary with the early 
evening BBC2 news expanded to become Newsday. 


News on radio was to change in the 1970s, and on Radio 4 in particular, brought about 
by the arrival of new editor Peter Woon from television news and the implementation of 
the Broadcasting in the Seventies report. These included the introduction of 
correspondents into news bulletins where previously only a newsreader would present, 
as well as the inclusion of content gathered in the preparation process. New 
programmes were also added to the daily schedule, PM and The World Tonight as part 
of the plan for the station to become a "wholly speech network".22| Newsbeat launched 
as the news service on Radio 1 on 10 September 1973.82 


On 23 September 1974, a teletext system which was launched to bring news content on 
television screens using text only was launched. Engineers originally began developing 
such a system to bring news to deaf viewers, but the system was expanded. 

The Ceefax service became much more diverse before it ceased on 23 October 2012: it 
not only had subtitling for all channels, it also gave information such as weather, flight 
times and film reviews. 


By the end of the decade, the practice of shooting on film for inserts in news broadcasts 
was declining, with the introduction of ENG technology into the UK. The equipment 
would gradually become less cumbersome - the BBC's first attempts had been using 

a Philips colour camera with backpack base station and separate portable Sony U- 
matic recorder in the latter half of the decade. 


1980s(edit] 


By 1982, ENG technology had become sufficiently reliable for Bernard Hesketh to use 
an Ikegami camera to cover the Falklands War, coverage for which he won the "Royal 
Television Society Cameraman of the Year" award24 and a BAFTA nomination2# - the 
first time that BBC News had relied upon an electronic camera, rather than film, in a 
conflict zone. BBC News won the BAFTA for its actuality coverage,22 however the event 
has become remembered in television terms for Brian Hanrahan's reporting where he 
coined the phrase "I'm not allowed to say how many planes joined the raid, but | 
counted them all out and | counted them all back"“" to circumvent restrictions, and 
which has become cited as an example of good reporting under pressure.“ 


Two years earlier, the Iranian Embassy Siege had been shot electronically by the BBC 
Television News Outside broadcasting team, and the work of reporter Kate Adie, 


broadcasting live from Prince's Gate, was nominated for BAFTA actuality coverage, but 
this time beaten by ITN for the 1980 award.“ 


Newsnight, the news and current affairs programme, was due to go on air on 23 January 
1980, although trade union disagreements meant that its launch from Lime Grove was 
postponed by a week.22 On 27 August 1981 Moira Stuart became the first African 
Caribbean female newsreader to appear on British television. 


The first BBC breakfast television programme, Breakfast Time also launched during the 
1980s, on 17 January 1983 from Lime Grove Studio E and two weeks before 

its ITV rival TV-am. Frank Bough, Selina Scott, and Nick Ross helped to wake viewers 
with a relaxed style of presenting.'# 


The Six O'Clock News first aired on 3 September 1984, eventually becoming the most 
watched news programme in the UK (however, since 2006 it has been overtaken by 
the BBC News at Ten). In October 1984, images of millions of people starving to death in 
the Ethiopian famine were shown in Michael Buerk's Six O'Clock News reports.“ The 
BBC News crew were the first to document the famine, with Buerk's report on 23 
October describing it as "a biblical famine in the 20th century" and "the closest thing to 
hell on Earth".“2 The BBC News report shocked Britain, motivating its citizens to 
inundate relief agencies, such as Save the Children, with donations, and to bring global 
attention to the crisis in Ethiopia.4= The news report was also watched by Bob Geldof, 
who would organise the charity single "Do They Know It's Christmas?" to raise money 
for famine relief followed by the Live Aid concert in July 1985.“ 


Starting in 1981, the BBC gave a common theme to its main news bulletins with new 
electronic titles-a set of computer animated "stripes" forming a circle“ on a red 
background with a "BBC News" typescript appearing below the circle graphics, and a 
theme tune consisting of brass and keyboards. The Nine used a similar (striped) number 
9. The red background was replaced by a blue from 1985 until 1987. 


By 1987, the BBC had decided to re-brand its bulletins and established individual styles 
again for each one with differing titles and music, the weekend and holiday bulletins 
branded in a similar style to the Nine, although the "stripes" introduction continued to 
be used until 1989 on occasions where a news bulletin was screened out of the running 
order of the schedule.“ 


1990s(edit] 


The combined newsroom for domestic television and radio was opened at Television Centre in 
West London in 1998. 


During the 1990s, a wider range of services began to be offered by BBC News, with the 
split of BBC World Service Television to become BBC World (news and current affairs), 
and BBC Prime (light entertainment). Content for a 24-hour news channel was thus 
required, followed in 1997 with the launch of domestic equivalent BBC News 24. Rather 
than set bulletins, ongoing reports and coverage was needed to keep both channels 
functioning and meant a greater emphasis in budgeting for both was necessary. In 
1998, after 66 years at Broadcasting House, the BBC Radio News operation moved 

to BBC Television Centre.“ 


New technology, provided by Silicon Graphics, came into use in 1993 for a re-launch of 
the main BBC 1 bulletins, creating a virtual set which appeared to be much larger than 
it was physically. The relaunch also brought all bulletins into the same style of set with 
only small changes in colouring, titles, and music to differentiate each. A computer 
generated cut-glass sculpture of the BBC coat of arms was the centrepiece of the 
programme titles until the large scale corporate rebranding of news services in 1999. 


In 1999, the biggest relaunch occurred, with BBC One bulletins, BBC World, BBC News 
24, and BBC News Online all adopting a common style. One of the most significant 
changes was the gradual adoption of the corporate image by the BBC regional news 
programmes, giving a common style across local, national and international BBC 
television news. This also included Newyddion, the main news programme of Welsh 
language channel S4C, produced by BBC News Wales. 


2000s[edit] 


Following the relaunch of BBC News the previous year, regional headlines were included 
at the start of the BBC One news bulletins in 2000. The English regions did however lose 
five minutes at the end of their bulletins, due to a new headline round-up at 18:55. 2000 


also saw the Nine O'Clock News moved to the later time of 22:00. This was in response 
to ITN who had just moved their popular News at Ten programme to 23:00. ITN briefly 
returned News at Ten but following poor ratings when head to head against the 

BBC's Ten O'Clock News, the ITN bulletin was moved to 22.30, where it remained until 
14 January 2008. 


The retirement of Peter Sissons and departure of Michael Buerk from the Ten O'Clock 
News led to changes in the BBC One bulletin presenting team on 20 January 2003. 
The Six O'Clock News became double headed with George Alagiah and Sophie 
Raworth after Huw Edwards and Fiona Bruce moved to present the Ten. A new set 
design featuring a projected fictional newsroom backdrop was introduced, followed on 
16 February 2004 by new programme titles to match those of BBC News 24. 


BBC News 24 and BBC World introduced a new style of presentation in December 2003, 
that was slightly altered on 5 July 2004 to mark 50 years of BBC Television News.& 


The individual positions of editor of the One and Six O'Clock News were replaced by a 
new daytime position in November 2005. Kevin Bakhurst became the first Controller of 
BBC News 24, replacing the position of editor. Amanda Farnsworth became daytime 
editor while Craig Oliver was later named editor of the Ten O'Clock News. The bulletins 
also began to be simulcast with News 24, as a way of pooling resources. 


Bulletins received new titles and a new set design in May 2006, to allow for Breakfast to 
move into the main studio for the first time since 1997. The new set 

featured Barco videowall screens with a background of the London skyline used for 
main bulletins and originally an image of cirrus clouds against a blue sky for Breakfast. 
This was later replaced following viewer criticism.“ The studio bore similarities with the 
ITN-produced ITV News in 2004, though ITN uses a CSO Virtual studio rather than the 
actual screens at BBC News. Also, May saw the launch of World News Today the first 
domestic bulletin focused principally on international news. 


BBC News became part of a new BBC Journalism group in November 2006 as part of a 
restructuring of the BBC. The then-Director of BBC News, Helen Boaden reported to the 
then-Deputy Director-General and head of the journalism group, Mark Byford until he 
was made redundant in 2010.4 


On 18 October 2007, Mark Thompson announced a six-year plan, Delivering Creative 
Future, merging the television current affairs department into a new "News 
Programmes" division. Thompson's announcement, in response to a £2 billion 
shortfall in funding, would, he said, deliver "a smaller but fitter BBC" in the digital age, 
by cutting its payroll and, in 2013, selling Television Centre.= 


The various separate newsrooms for television, radio and online operations were 
merged into a single multimedia newsroom. Programme making within the newsrooms 
was brought together to form a multimedia programme making department. BBC World 
Service director Peter Horrocks said that the changes would achieve efficiency at a time 
of cost-cutting at the BBC. In his blog, he wrote that by using the same resources across 
the various broadcast media meant fewer stories could be covered, or by following 
more stories, there would be fewer ways to broadcast them.& 


A new graphics and video playout system was introduced for production of television 
bulletins in January 2007. This coincided with a new structure to BBC World News 
bulletins, editors favouring a section devoted to analysing the news stories reported on. 


The first new BBC News bulletin since the Six O'Clock News was announced in July 2007 
following a successful trial in the Midlands.&4 The summary, lasting 90 seconds, has 
been broadcast at 20:00 on weekdays since December 2007 and bears similarities 


with 60 Seconds on BBC Three, but also includes headlines from the various BBC 
regions and a weather summary. 


As part of a long-term cost cutting programme, bulletins were renamed the BBC News 
at One, Six and Ten respectively in April 2008 while BBC News 24 was renamed BBC 
News and moved into the same studio as the bulletins at BBC Television Centre. 

51 BBC World was renamed BBC World News and regional news programmes were also 
updated with the new presentation style, designed by Lambie-Nairn.® 


The studio moves also meant that Studio N9, previously used for BBC World, was 
closed, and operations moved to the previous studio of BBC News 24. Studio N9 was 
later refitted to match the new branding, and was used for the BBC's UK local 
elections and European elections coverage in early June 2009. 


2010s/edit] 


The new newsroom in Broadcasting House 


A strategy review of the BBC in March 2010, confirmed that having "the best journalism 
in the world" would form one of five key editorial policies, as part of changes subject to 
public consultation and BBC Trust approval. 


After a period of suspension in late 2012, Helen Boaden ceased to be the Director of 
BBC News.'! On 16 April 2013, incoming BBC Director-General Tony Hall named James 
Harding, a former editor of The Times of London newspaper as Director of News and 
Current Affairs. 


From August 2012 to March 2013, all news operations moved from Television Centre to 
new facilities in the refurbished and extended Broadcasting House, in Portland Place. 
The move began in October 2012, and also included the BBC World Service, which 
moved from Bush House following the expiry of the BBC's lease. This new extension to 
the north and east, referred to as "New Broadcasting House", includes several new 
state-of-the-art radio and television studios centred around an 11-storey atrium. ©! The 
move began with the domestic programme The Andrew Marr Show on 2 September 
2012, and concluded with the move of the BBC News channel and domestic news 
bulletins on 18 March 2013.6 The newsroom houses all domestic bulletins and 
programmes on both television and radio, as well as the BBC World 

Service international radio networks and the BBC World News international television 
channel. 


Broadcasting media|[edit] 
Television(edit] 


BBC News helicopter in use over London 


BBC News is responsible for the news programmes - and some documentary content - 
on the BBC's general television channels, as well as the news coverage on the BBC 
News Channel in the UK and 22 hours of programming for the corporation's BBC World 
News channel internationally. Coverage for BBC Parliament is carried out on behalf of 
the BBC at Millbank Studios though BBC News provides editorial and journalistic 
content. BBC News content is also output onto the BBC's digital interactive television 
services under the BBC Red Button brand, and until 2012, on 

the Ceefax teletext system. 


The distinctive music on all BBC television news programmes was introduced in 1999 
and composed by David Lowe. It was part of the extensive re-branding which 
commenced in 1999 and features the classic 'BBC Pips'. The general theme was used 
not only on bulletins on BBC One but News 24, BBC World and local news programmes 
in the BBC's Nations and Regions. Lowe was also responsible for the music on Radio 
One's Newsbeat. The theme has had several changes since 1999, the latest in March 
2013. 


The BBC Arabic Television news channel launched on 11 March 2008, a Persian- 
language channel followed on 14 January 2009, broadcasting from the Peel wing of 
Broadcasting House; both include news, analysis, interviews, sports and highly cultural 
programmes and are run by the BBC World Service and funded from a grant-in-aid from 
the British Foreign Office (and not the television licence). 


Radio(edit] 


BBC Radio News produces bulletins for the BBC's national radio stations and provides 
content for local BBC radio stations via the General News Service (GNS), a BBC- 
internal!®! news distribution service. BBC News does not produce the BBC's regional 
news bulletins, which are produced individually by the BBC nations and regions 
themselves. The BBC World Service broadcasts to some 150 million people in English as 
well as 27 languages across the globe. BBC Radio News is a patron of the Radio 


Academy.! 


Online{edit] 
Main article: BBC News Online 


BBC News Online is the BBC's news website. Launched in November 1997, it is one of 
the most popular news websites in the UK, reaching over a quarter of the UK's internet 
users, and worldwide, with around 14 million global readers every month.” The website 


contains international news coverage as well as entertainment, sport, science, and 
political news. 


Mobile apps for Android, iOS and Windows Phone systems have been provided since 
2010.22 


Many television and radio programmes are also available to view on the BBC 
iPlayer and BBC Sounds services. The BBC News channel is also available to view 24 
hours a day, while video and radio clips are also available within online news articles. 


In October 2019, BBC News Online launched a mirror on the dark web anonymity 
network Tor in an effort to circumvent censorship. @!s11271 


Opinions[edit] 
Main articles: BBC controversies and Criticism of the BBC 


Political and commercial independence (edit] 


The BBC is required by its charter to be free from both political and commercial 
influence and answers only to its viewers and listeners. This political objectivity is 
sometimes questioned. For instance, The Daily Telegraph (3 August 2005) carried a 
letter from the KGB defector Oleg Gordievsky, referring to it as "The Red Service". 

Books have been written on the subject, including anti-BBC works like Truth Betrayed by 
W J West and The Truth Twisters by Richard Deacon. 


The BBC's Editorial Guidelines on Politics and Public Policy state that whilst "the voices 
and opinions of opposition parties must be routinely aired and challenged", "the 
government of the day will often be the primary source of news". 


The BBC is regularly accused by the government of the day of bias in favour of the 
opposition and, by the opposition, of bias in favour of the government. Similarly, during 
times of war, the BBC is often accused by the UK government, or by strong supporters 
of British military campaigns, of being overly sympathetic to the view of the enemy. An 
edition of Newsnight at the start of the Falklands War in 1982 was described as "almost 
treasonable" by John Page, MP, who objected to Peter Snow saying "if we believe the 
British". 


During the first Gulf War, critics of the BBC took to using the satirical name "Baghdad 
Broadcasting Corporation".“% During the Kosovo War, the BBC were labelled the 
"Belgrade Broadcasting Corporation" (Suggesting favouritism towards the FR_ 
Yugoslavia government over ethnic Albanian rebels) by British ministers, 

‘801 although Slobodan Milosevié (then FRY president) claimed that the BBC's coverage 
had been biased against his nation. 


Conversely, some of those who style themselves anti-establishment in the United 
Kingdom or who oppose foreign wars have accused the BBC of pro-establishment bias 
or of refusing to give an outlet to "anti-war" voices. Following the 2003 invasion of Iraq, 
a study by the Cardiff University School of Journalism of the reporting of the war found 
that nine out of 10 references to weapons of mass destruction during the war assumed 
that Iraq possessed them, and only one in 10 questioned this assumption. It also found 
that, out of the main British broadcasters covering the war, the BBC was the most likely 
to use the British government and military as its source. It was also the least likely to 
use independent sources, like the Red Cross, who were more critical of the war. When it 
came to reporting Iraqi casualties, the study found fewer reports on the BBC than on the 
other three main channels. The report's author, Justin Lewis, wrote "Far from revealing 


an anti-war BBC, our findings tend to give credence to those who criticised the BBC for 
being too sympathetic to the government in its war coverage. Either way, it is clear that 
the accusation of BBC anti-war bias fails to stand up to any serious or sustained 
analysis. "221 


Prominent BBC appointments are constantly assessed by the British media and political 
establishment for signs of political bias. The appointment of Greg Dyke as Director- 
General was highlighted by press sources because Dyke was a Labour Party member 
and former activist, as well as a friend of Tony Blair. The BBC's former Political 

Editor, Nick Robinson, was some years ago a chairman of the Young Conservatives and 
did, as a result, attract informal criticism from the former Labour government, but his 
predecessor Andrew Marr faced similar claims from the right because he was editor 

of The Independent, a liberal-leaning newspaper, before his appointment in 2000. 


Mark Thompson, former Director-General of the BBC, admitted the organisation has 
been biased "towards the left" in the past. He said, "In the BBC | joined 30 years ago, 
there was, in much of current affairs, in terms of people's personal politics, which were 
quite vocal, a massive bias to the left".£2= He then added, "The organization did struggle 
then with impartiality. Now it is a completely different generation. There is much less 
overt tribalism among the young journalists who work for the BBC." 


Historian Mark Curtis finds that BBC news resembles a "straightforward state 
propaganda organ" that provides "critical support for the [British and Western] elite's 
promotion of foreign policy", such as the 2003 war of aggression against Iraq. He says 
this militant nationalism is "not even subtle", and, citing Glasgow university, says BBC 
News is a chief example of "manufactured production of ideology." 


Since the aftermath of the EU referendum, some critics have charged that the BBC is 
biased in favour of leaving the EU. For instance, in 2018, the BBC has received many 
complaints by Remainers who took issue at the BBC not sufficiently covering anti-Brexit 
marches whilst giving smaller-scale events hosted by former UKIP leader Nigel Farage 
more airtime. Such bias has also been expressed by the likes of Labour Peer Andrew 
Adonis who thought that the BBC 'doesn't even realise it'.®2 On the other hand, a poll 
released by YouGov shows that 45% of leave voters think the BBC is ‘actively anti- 
Brexit' compared to 13% of the same kinds of voters who think the BBC is pro-Brexit.& 


India{edit] 


In 2008, the BBC was criticised by some for referring to the terrorists who carried out 
the November 2008 Mumbai attacks as "gunmen". s1 The response to this added to 
prior criticism from some Indian commentators suggesting that the BBC may have 
an Indophobic bias." In March 2015, the BBC was criticised for airing a documentary 
interviewing one of the rapists in India. In spite of a ban ordered by the Indian High 
court, the BBC still aired the documentary. But, the BBC was supported by many 
others from the world for standing for justice, instead of coming under pressure. 22 


Hutton Inquiry(edit] 
Main article: Hutton Inquiry 


BBC News was at the centre of a political controversy following the 2003 invasion of 
Iraq. Three BBC News reports (Andrew Gilligan's on Today, Gavin Hewitt's on The Ten 
O'Clock News and another on Newsnight) quoted an anonymous source that stated the 
British government (particularly the Prime Minister's office) had embellished 

the September Dossier with misleading exaggerations of Iraq's weapons of mass 


destruction capabilities. The government denounced the reports and accused the 
corporation of poor journalism. 


In subsequent weeks the corporation stood by the report, saying that it had a reliable 
source. Following intense media speculation, David Kelly was named in the press as the 
source for Gilligan's story on 9 July 2003. Kelly was found dead, by suicide, in a field 
close to his home early on 18 July. An inquiry led by Lord Hutton was announced by the 
British government the following day to investigate the circumstances leading to Kelly's 
death, concluding that "Dr. Kelly took his own life." 


In his report on 28 January 2004, Lord Hutton concluded that Gilligan's original 
accusation was "unfounded" and the BBC's editorial and management processes were 
"defective". In particular, it specifically criticised the chain of management that caused 
the BBC to defend its story. The BBC Director of News, Richard Sambrook, the report 
said, had accepted Gilligan's word that his story was accurate in spite of his notes being 
incomplete. Davies had then told the BBC Board of Governors that he was happy with 
the story and told the Prime Minister that a satisfactory internal inquiry had taken place. 
The Board of Governors, under the chairman's, Gavyn Davies, guidance, accepted that 
further investigation of the Government's complaints were unnecessary. 


Because of the criticism in the Hutton report, Davies resigned on the day of publication. 
BBC News faced an important test, reporting on itself with the publication of the report, 
but by common consent (of the Board of Governors) managed this "independently, 
impartially and honestly".“4 Davies’ resignation was followed by the resignation 

of Director General, Greg Dyke, the following day, and the resignation of Gilligan on 30 
January. While undoubtedly a traumatic experience for the corporation, an ICM poll in 
April 2003 indicated that it had sustained its position as the best and most trusted 
provider of news. 


Israeli-Palestinian conflict(edit] 
See also: Criticism of the BBC § Middle East and Israel, and Balen Report 


The BBC has faced accusations of holding both anti-Israel and anti-Palestine bias. 


Douglas Davis, the London correspondent of The Jerusalem Post, has described the 
BBC's coverage of the Arab-Israeli conflict as "a relentless, one-dimensional portrayal of 
Israel as a demonic, criminal state and Israelis as brutal oppressors [which] bears all the 
hallmarks of a concerted campaign of vilification that, wittingly or not, has the effect of 
delegitimising the Jewish state and pumping oxygen into a dark old European hatred 
that dared not speak its name for the past half-century.".“" However two large 
independent studies, one conducted by Loughborough University and the other by 
Glasgow University's Media Group concluded that Israeli perspectives are given greater 
coverage. S228 


Critics of the BBC argue that the Balen Report proves systematic bias against Israel in 
headline news programming. The Daily Mail and The Daily Telegraph criticised the BBC 
for spending hundreds of thousands of British tax payers' pounds from preventing the 
report being released to the public. 222001 


Jeremy Bowen, the Middle East Editor for BBC world news, was singled out specifically 
for bias by the BBC Trust which concluded that he violated "BBC guidelines on accuracy 
and impartiality. "2% 


An independent panel appointed by the BBC Trust was set up in 2006 to review the 
impartiality of the BBC's coverage of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.“ The panel's 
assessment was that "apart from individual lapses, there was little to suggest deliberate 


or systematic bias." While noting a "commitment to be fair accurate and impartial" and 
praising much of the BBC's coverage the independent panel concluded "that BBC output 
does not consistently give a full and fair account of the conflict. In some ways the 
picture is incomplete and, in that sense, misleading." It notes that, "the failure to 
convey adequately the disparity in the Israeli and Palestinian experience, [reflects] the 
fact that one side is in control and the other lives under occupation". 


Writing in the Financial Times, Philip Stephens, one of the panellists, later accused the 
BBC's director-general, Mark Thompson, of misrepresenting the panel's conclusions. He 
further opined "My sense is that BBC news reporting has also lost a once iron-clad 
commitment to objectivity and a necessary respect for the democratic process. If | am 
right, the BBC, too, is lost".2°! Mark Thompson published a rebuttal in the FT the next 
day. 2041 


The description by one BBC correspondent reporting on the funeral of Yassir Arafat that 
she had been left with tears in her eyes led to other questions of impartiality, 
particularly from Martin Walker» in a guest opinion piece in The Times, who picked out 
the apparent case of Fayad Abu Shamala, the BBC Arabic Service correspondent, who 
told a Hamas rally on 6 May 2001, that journalists in Gaza were "waging the campaign 
shoulder to shoulder together with the Palestinian people."2°51 


Walker argues that the independent inquiry was flawed for two reasons. Firstly, because 
the time period over which it was conducted (August 2005 to January 2006) surrounded 
the Israeli withdrawal from Gaza and Ariel Sharon's stroke, which produced more 
positive coverage than usual. Furthermore, he wrote, the inquiry only looked at the 
BBC's domestic coverage, and excluded output on the BBC World Service and BBC 
World.22 


Tom Gross accused the BBC of glorifying Hamas suicide bombers, and condemned its 
policy of inviting guests such as Jenny Tonge and Tom Paulin who have compared Israeli 
soldiers to Nazis. Writing for the BBC, Paulin said Israeli soldiers should be "shot dead" 
like Hitler's S.S, and said he could "understand how suicide bombers feel." 

needed! According to Gross, Paulin and Tonge continue to be invited as regular guests, and 
they are among the most frequent contributors to their most widely screened arts 
programme. n% 


The BBC also faced criticism for not airing a Disasters Emergency Committee aid appeal 
for Palestinians who suffered in Gaza during 22-day war there in late 2008/early 2009. 
Most other major UK broadcasters did air this appeal, but rival Sky News did not. !%#2#en needed 


British journalist Julie Burchill has accused BBC of creating a "climate of fear" for British 
Jews over its "excessive coverage" of Israel compared to other nations.24 


Partners([edit] 


BBC and ABC share video segments and reporters as needed in producing their 
newscasts. with the BBC showing ABC World News Tonight with David Muir in the UK. 
However, in July 2017, BBC announced a new partnership with CBS News allows both 
organisations to share video, editorial content, and additional newsgathering resources 
in New York, London, Washington and around the world.2%! 


BBC News subscribes to wire services from leading international agencies including PA 
Media (formerly Press Association), Reuters, and Agence France-Presse. In April 2017, 
the BBC dropped Associated Press in favour of an enhanced service from AFP. 


The view of foreign governments(edit] 


BBC News reporters and broadcasts are now and have in the past been banned in 
several countries primarily for reporting which has been unfavourable to the ruling 
government. For example, correspondents were banned by the former apartheid régime 
of South Africa. The BBC was banned in Zimbabwe under Mugabe" for eight years as a 
terrorist organisation until being allowed to operate again over a year after the 2008 
elections. 4 


The BBC was banned in Burma (officially Myanmar) after their coverage and 
commentary on anti-government protests there in September 2007. The ban was lifted 
four years later in September 2011. Other cases have included Uzbekistan,“ China, 
2131 and Pakistan. The BBC online news site's Persian version was blocked from the 
Iranian internet in 2006.=5 The BBC News website was made available in China again in 
March 2008,™« but as of October 2014, was blocked again.“ 


In June 2015, the Rwandan government placed an indefinite ban on BBC broadcasts 
following the airing of a controversial documentary regarding the 1994 Rwandan 
genocide, Rwanda's Untold Story, broadcast on BBC2 on 1 October 2014. The UK's 
Foreign Office recognised "the hurt caused in Rwanda by some parts of the 
documentary". 


In February 2017, reporters from the BBC (as well as the Daily Mail, The New York 
Times, Politico, CNN, and others) were denied access to a United States White House 
briefing.“ 


See also[edit] 


EIGSBBC portal 


o 


Kt 


Journalism portal 


e BBC newsreaders and journalists 
e BBC television news programmes 


e List of BBC newsreaders and reporters 
e List of former BBC newsreaders and journalists 
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Type of site Portal 


Owner BBC 
Created by BBC 
Website www.bbc.co.uk 


www.bbc.com 


Alexa rank A 99 (bbc.co.uk) 
A 97 (bbc.com) 


(January 2019)™ 


Commercial No (Yes if accessed outside the UK) 


Registration Optional 


Launched 11 May 1994; 25 years ago 


Current status Active 


BBC Online, formerly known as BBCi, is the BBC's online service. It is a large network 
of websites including such high-profile sites as BBC News and Sport, the on-demand 


video and radio services co-branded BBC iPlayer, the children's 

sites CBBC and CBeebies, and learning services such as Bitesize. The BBC has had an 
online presence supporting its TV and radio programmes and web-only initiatives since 
11 May 1994 but did not launch officially until 28 April 1997, following government 
approval to fund it by TV licence fee revenue as a service in its own right. Throughout 
its short history, the online plans of the BBC have been subject to harassment from its 
commercial rivals, which has resulted in various public consultations and government 
reviews to investigate their claims that its large presence and public funding distorts the 
UK market. 


The website has gone through several branding changes since it was launched. 
Originally named BBC Online, it was then rebranded as BBCi (which itself was the brand 
name for interactive TV services) before being named bbc.co.uk. It was then renamed 
BBC Online again in 2008,” however the service uses the branding "BBC". The web- 
based service of the BBC is one of the most visited websites (55th most visited 
according to Alexa in January 2013)®! and the world's largest news website.” As of 2007, 
it contained over two million pages. 


On 26 February 2010 The Times claimed that Mark Thompson, then Director General of 
the BBC, proposed that the BBC's web output should be cut by 50%, with online staff 
numbers and budgets reduced by 25% in a bid to scale back BBC operations and allow 
commercial rivals more room.®! On 2 March 2010, the BBC reported that it will cut its 
website spending by 25% and close BBC 6 Music and Asian Network." On 24 January 
2011, the confirmed cuts of 25% were announced leaving a £34 million shortfall. This 
resulted in the closure of several sites, including BBC Switch, BBC Blast, 6-0-6, and the 
announcement of plans to sell on the Douglas Adams created site h2g2."! 


History[edit] 
BBC Networking Club[edit] 


The BBC Networking club, 1994 


The service's original home was www.bbcnc.org.uk (the "nc" standing for "networking 
club") launched by BBC Education on 11 May 1994 as a non-profit paid subscription 
service. For a joining fee of £25 and a monthly subscription of £12, members of the club 
were given access to an early type of social networking site featuring a bulletin 

board for sharing information and real-time conversation, along with a dialup Internet 
connection service. 


Within 12 months, the BBC offered "auntie" on-line discussion groups; web pages for 
select web-related programs and BBC departments; free web pages for associate 
members; and an Internet connection service www.bbc.co.uk.“4 was introduced in 
1996 though the old address also remained active for some time afterwards. 


BBC Online and beeb.com(edit] 


BBC website as it appeared in 1997 


The BBC Director General John Birt sought government approval to direct licence fee 
revenue into the service, describing planned BBC Internet services as the "third 
medium" joining the BBC's existing TV and Radio networks, achieving a change in 
the BBC Charter. This led to the official launch of BBC Online at 

the www.bbc.co.uk address in April of 1997. 


As well as the licence fee funded www.bbc.co.uk, BBC Worldwide launched the 
commercially funded beeb.com, featuring mostly entertainment focused content, with 
sites including Radio Times, Top Gear and Top of the Pops. Later, BBC Online launched 
licence fee funded web sites for Top of the Pops and Top Gear, resulting in some 
duplication. 


Beeb.com was later refocussed as an online shopping guide,“4,= and was closed in 2002. 
£21 bheeb.com later redirected to the BBC Shop website, run by BBC Worldwide. 


In 1999, the BBC bought the www.bbc.com domain name for $375,000, previously 
owned by Boston Business Computing,” but the price of this purchase was not revealed 
until 6 years later.“ As of 2005, www.bbcnc.org.uk no longer exists. 


BBCil(edit] 


BBCi website navbar, 2004 


In 2001, BBC Online was rebranded as BBCi; the website launched on 7 November 
2001. The BBCi name was conceived as an umbrella brand for all the BBC's digital 
interactive services across web, digital teletext, interactive TV and on mobile platforms. 
usus The use of letter "i" prefixes and suffixes to denote information technology or 
interactivity was very much in vogue at this time; according to the BBC, the "i" in BBCi 
stood for "interactivity" as well as "innovation".24 


As part of the rebrand, BBC website pages all displayed a standard navigation bar 
across the top of the screen, offering category-based navigation: Categories, TV, Radio, 


Communicate, Where | Live, A-Z Index and a search function.“ The navbar was 
designed to offer a similar navigation system to the i-bar on BBCi interactive television. 


bbc.co.uk and the return of BBC Online[edit] 


The BBC homepage in March 2010. 


After three years of consistent use across different platforms, the BBC began to drop 
the BBCi brand gradually; on 6 May 2004, the BBC website was renamed bbc.co.uk, 
after the main URL used to access the site.” Interactive TV services continued under 
the BBCi brand until it was dropped completely in 2008. The BBC's online video player, 
the iPlayer has, however, retained an i-prefix in its branding. 


On 14 December 2007, a beta version of a new bbc.co.uk homepage was launched, with 
the ability to customise the page by adding, removing and rearranging different 
categories, such as 'News', 'Weather' and ‘Entertainment’. The widget-based design was 
inspired by sites such as Facebook and iGoogle, and allowed the BBC to add new 
content to the homepage while still retaining users' customisations.24 The new 
homepage also incorporated the clock design used in the 1970s on the BBC's television 
service into the large header and a box containing featured content of the website. The 
new BBC homepage left beta on Wednesday, 27 February 2008 to serve as the new BBC 
Homepage under the same URL as the previous version. 


On 30 January 2010, a new webpage design became available as a beta version,2# that 
by May 2010, replaced the old homepage. This homepage expanded on the modules 
idea and the customisation theme. The website allowed certain themes that interested 
the viewer to be tracked, via a new module. It also included a new 'Media Zone’ where 
featured content could be displayed, with this new featured box being located across 
the entire top of the webpage, below the header. The Media Zone was also changed so 
that the content changed by running the mouse over the tabs. The header was again 
changed to include the headings of the major sections of the website, these being: 
Home, News, Sport, Weather, iPlayer, TV, Radio and more, spread out evenly across the 
header. This new header was included across the entire website. Despite the cosmetic 
appearance of the relaunch, the new website was actually relaunched using a 
completely different operating system, allowing the site's four different international 
versions to be more easily altered. It also brought their website layouts and operations 
closer to that of the main website. 


Following the launch of the new BBC News Website, which altered the header bar on 
that site, in October 2010, the new style of header was launched across the whole 
website, starting off with some of the larger, yet not obvious, sites, such as Doctor Who, 
first before relaunching all of the sites, including the homepage with the new look. This 
new style of header included the headings as before, but with the search box 
redesigned and aligned right, as with the links which are significantly smaller. Other 
links, such as BBC id login and mobile versions of the website also appear on the 
header, just to the right of the smaller BBC logo. 


ona +» 


The BBC Online homepage in 2011 


On 21 September 2011, a new BBC Homepage went into beta testing that was 
drastically different from those before it. The new homepage was based on feedback 
that stated that the current page was too narrow in focus and not distinctive enough, 
with the homepage not displaying the full extend of the BBC Online site and that some 
didn't realise it was the homepage. As a result, they launched a new version that 
featured as a centrepiece a revolving carousel of content on the BBC Online website, 
with filters beneath to restrict it to, and to show more of entertainment, lifestyle, 
knowledge and news and sports topics. At the top of the page, a new header has been 
inserted giving the date, the time through the use of the vintage BBC clock, as well as 
weather prospects for the next three days through the use of the traditional weather 
symbols. Below the carousel, boxes contain links to the most popular video material, 
web articles and pages on the site, as well as TV and Radio listings alongside an A-Z list 
of the BBC's top level domains.2 This new site replaced the previous one on 30 
November 2011. In a blog post! from the same day, James Thornett explained the 
changes - while the post attracted complaints from users disliking the refreshed layout, 
the new-look site was critically acclaimed and nominated by the Design Museum as one 
of their Designs of the Year in 2012.24 It also won a Peabody Award in 2011 because it 
"continued, expanded and enhanced one of the greatest traditions in electronic 

media. "251 


Content[edit] 


BBC Online contains a variety of content ranging from News, sport, music, science, 
technology and entertainment, amongst other things. The website has a British 


orientation, although the home page, news section and sports section each provide 
different content between UK and "International" visitors. There are also separate pages 
for Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland written by the BBC Nations.2# 


The website focuses around the primary top level domains 

of News, Sport, Weather, iPlayer, TV and Radio. These are easily accessible from the 
taskbar running across the top of all current BBC Online pages. However, other top level 
domains are also in existence: some are available from a drop down list on the taskbar 
including CBBC, CBeebies, Comedy, Food, Health, History, Learning, Music, Science and 
Nature, while other top level domains are only available through the A-Z index on the 
BBC website. These include Archives, Arts & Culture, Ethics, Gardening, Parenting, 
Religion and Travel news. However, there are many more top level domains - some 400 
in March 201024 however this number has decreased as top level domains now 
frequently link to a lower domain name - that link to websites for individual services or 
programmes. 


News, Sport and Weather{edit] 
Main articles: BBC News Online, BBC Sport Online, and BBC Weather 


One of the most used aspects of the BBC Online website are the sections relating to 
News content, Sports results and news and Weather forecasts. The BBC News 

Online subsite launched in 1997 and received around 2 billion page views each month 
in 2012.28 The site contains journalistic content from the BBC covering news from the 
UK, both as a whole as well as regional news from the BBC Nations and Regions, and 
International content. The site also contains analysis from correspondents and other 
features from the Magazine section of the website. The BBC Sport Online subsite 
offers, in a similar way to news, a wide variety of material including sports results, live 
feeds to on-air programming, sports related news and analysis from commentators and 
pundits.22 The BBC Weather subsite primarily focuses on weather forecasts for UK and 
International locations, but also includes other features including Country guides that 
detail to geography and climate of each country, winter sports forecasts and during 
times of unusual or extreme weather, videos are produced explaining the causes for 
this weather.24 


iPlayer and Programmes sites[edit] 
Main article: BBC iPlayer 


The BBC iPlayer subsite allows programmes to be viewed again after broadcast over 
the Internet. This successful site has now been expanded to include mobile views and 
downloads onto computers and mobiles allowing viewing for up to 30 days after 
broadcast. 


BBC Programmes is a service of BBC Online which provides a page for every television 
and radio programme broadcast by the BBC in the United Kingdom. It was launched in 
October 2007 and gives each programme an eight or eleven digit identifier which is 
used to provide a permanent URL.2422! It currently only holds data from the launch date 
plus a selection of high-profile programmes (notably Natural History programmes and 
Radio 4 programmes), but Jana Bennett, Director of BBC Vision, said in June 2008 that 
the BBC will eventually add a page for each programme it has broadcast over its history 
to the service.) 


BBC Programmes is available as HTML and RDF/XML and JSON. 


The BBC Programme Catalogue is an internal archive of the BBC back catalogue which 
was briefly available online to the public in beta. 


SoundsS(edit] 
Main article: BBC Sounds 


BBC Sounds is an internet streaming, catchup, radio and Podcast service from the 
BBC. The service is available on a wide range of devices, including mobile phones and 
tablets, personal computers, and smart televisions. It was launched in November 2018 
and replaces the ‘iPlayer Radio’ branded service, and the mobile apps currently 
complement the existing iPlayer Radio native applications, which remain available. & 


Knowledge and learning/edit] 


The BBC also operates numerous sub sites that focus on different topics and subjects to 
expand the knowledge of the reader. These are mainly centred around the topics of 
Science, Nature, Arts and Culture, Religion and Ethics, Food and History. Each of these 
sub sites feature new articles published on the topic and contain other collections 
relating to the topic. 


For example, the Food site contains recipes featured on various BBC cookery 
programmes, the History site has an interactive timeline of key events and individuals, 
the Nature site contains a database of creatures, and the Language site teaches 
phrases and more in 40 languages. Included in this range was the well received Your 
Paintings website that catalogued every painting in public ownership for view.22 


Until 2013, the BBC also hosted a health website with detailed information, checked by 
professionals, of medical conditions and symptoms. However, the BBC withdrew the site 
as this service is available from other sources on the Internet which did not exist when 
the Health site launched, the most prominent of which is NHS Choices. 


In addition to these subsites, the BBC also runs sites dedicated to education and 
learning. These include the Bitesize revision website for teenagers and a section with 
resources for teachers including Learning Zone Class Clips that provides video from 
educational programmes for use in the classroom. 


The BBC plans to merge this content into one easier to access site in the foreseeable 
future.22 


Children'sj[edit] 


The BBC runs a comprehensive children's website. It includes information on all of 
CBBC's shows along with several subsites covering art, sport, news, and other current 
events. Its message boards are especially popular with children who use them to 
communicate with each other about all of CBBC's output among other salient topics for 
kids like bullying, books, and personal problems. 


In conjunction with the Children's subsite, the BBC also runs an online revision website 
using the Bitesize brand and also ran a message board for students. This latter service, 
now called "BBC Student Life" and previously called "Onion Street", was launched in 
2001 and is aimed at young people between the ages of 11 and 16. The site offers a 
pre-moderated forum discussion on school work, revision and other areas of learning.“ 


The BBC previously ran a page to help young people sort out their life difficulties 
entitled "Your Life".⁄ The page featured agony uncle "Ask Aaron," a professional 
psychotherapist who provided regular answers to children's questions across the 


message boards; after the page's closure, the agony uncle has moved on to Radio One's 
Sunday Surgery as their mental health expert. 


There is integration between television output and website content with aspects of 
children's programming have follow-up information on their websites. 


Democracy Live(edit] 


Democracy Live is a subsite of the BBC that contains live streams and recorded 
programmes from deciding bodies that affect the UK. Launched in November 2009, the 
site focuses around live and recorded debate from the House of Commons and 

the House of Lords in Westminster, the Scottish Parliament, the National Assembly for 
Wales, the Northern Ireland Assembly and the European Parliament.“2 While recordings 
tend to focus on the main debating chambers, the site also hosts video from some 
committees. The site also includes a search facility to find relevant debate, a tool to 
follow a particular member and see videos of their contributions and other videos of 
historic events from these institutions.“ The service also allows the translation of Welsh 
Assembly proceedings to and from Welsh. 


International-only site/edit] 


An international BBC subsite named "BBC Britain" is only available to users with IP 
addresses outside the UK. UK users attempting to visit the site are told: "We're sorry but 
this site is not accessible from the UK as it is part of our international service and is not 
funded by the licence fee." Additional subsites exist which were initially inaccessible to 
UK users in the same manner as BBC Britain but have since been made accessible while 
displaying the following disclaimer: "This website is produced by BBC Global News Ltd, a 
commercial company owned by the BBC (and just the BBC). No money from the licence 
fee was used to create this website. The money we make from it is re-invested to help 
fund the BBC’s international journalism." These subsites include: 


e "Culture" which is a fusion of videos and images coupled with editorial content from 
a host of well-known and respected journalists and commentators, offering an 
alternative lens on global trends across the arts. 

e "Future" which is universal topics focused on future trends in the worlds of science, 
technology, environment and health. 

e "Capital" which is dedicated to offering a global perspective on economic stories, 
trends and profiles on a personal level. 

e "Autos" which is an entertaining, insightful daily read focused on the passionate side 
of the motor industry, including design, technology and community. 

e "Earth" which is the website of the BBC International channel BBC Earth 

e "Travel" which is an intriguing site about all aspects of travel. 


Former subsites(edit] 


BBC Blast[edit] 


BBC Blast was the BBC's network for creative teenagers. It provided access to mentors 
both online and at free events and workshops across the UK. The website specifically 
catered for 13- to 19-year olds but the BBC Blast project also ran a variety of work 
experience schemes for young adults between the ages of 18 to 25. Blast was running 
from 2002 until 2011. It included a forum where participants could upload videos, audio 
tracks and images and comment on each other's work. In the past the BBC Blast tour 
featured workshops and talks with stars from a variety of backgrounds, including 


rapper Akala, director and actor Noel Clarke, BBC Radio 1Xtra DJs Ace and Vis, singer- 
songwriter Jay Sean, rapper Chipmunk, Panjabi Hit Squad and Yngve & The Innocent. 
The tour also featured very early performances and interviews by artists such as Rizzle 
Kicks and Ed Sheeran. #1451 


Blast worked with a number of partners to put on events and give content a chance to 
be promoted at a higher level. These partners included the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, RSC, National Portrait Gallery, National Theatre, Zoo Nation, and the British 
Film Institute. 


On 24 January 2011, the BBC announced the closure of BBC Blast as part of a 25% cut 
to the BBC Online budget, resulting in a £34 million shortfall. 


Cult TV[edit] 


From 1999 to 2005, the BBC ran a popular subsite called Cu/t TV. This subsite had news, 
star interviews, trivia, and other content popular with fans of the cult TV shows they 
covered. Examples of covered TV shows include The X-Files, Doctor Who, Buffy the 


Vampire Slayer, Farscape and The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy. 


On 15 July 2005, the BBC announced that the site was closing as of the end of the 
month, although the Doctor Who section would be unaffected as the series was an 
ongoing BBC concern. The announcement explained that this was "part of the 
restructuring of the BBC's online activities”. It was promised that some of the content 
would be moved to new places on bbc.co.uk, although as of January 2017 it is currently 
still all online at the no-longer-updated Cult site. In recent years, some of the content 
covered in the Cult section was included in the BBC's Archive section, such as content 
and information on the 25th Anniversary of Children's BBC. 


BBC Guide to Comedy/ edit] 


The BBC Guide to Comedy was an online encyclopaedia based on Mark Lewisohn's 1998 
book The Radio Times Guide to Comedy. It offered "Info on every TV comedy shown in 
the UK, from 1936 to today..." and featured articles on almost every comedy 
programme and sitcom produced by the main channels in the United Kingdom. The site 
also featured video clips, viewable in RealPlayer, and a small gallery of cast 
photographs or screenshots. It was replaced by a smaller, less detailed guide in 2007, 
which only focussed on BBC shows and is also now discontinued. “sez 


Funding[edit] 


The BBC's site was initially entirely free from advertising, this was due to the BBC's 
funding, derived primarily from compulsory television licence fees from UK viewers. BBC 
Studios who exploit BBC brands commercially have had several attempts at launching 
services online including Beeb.com in the late 1990s. 


In 2006, the BBC began making controversial plans to raise revenue by including 
advertising on the international version of BBC News Online accessed from outside the 
United Kingdom.“#! BBC Online is currently freely available worldwide (via various URLs 
including bbc.com/news) but planned video services and a lower than expected licence 
fee settlement paid for by UK residents only led to the BBC introducing banner 
advertisements to the site from November 2007.42 The BBC Trust approved the plans 
for introducing advertisements which also involved creating bbc.com as a part of BBC 
Worldwide. Sir Michael Lyons, Chairman of the Trust, confirmed the BBC would not 
charge for online news following News International's planned introduction of charges 
for online content.&4 


Prior to this there had been criticism from some, as web users outside the UK could use 
the services (including the entire BBC radio services) without having to pay for them. 
621 |n addition, where rights to sporting events (such as 

certain football or cricket matches) do not include international online coverage, users 
from outside the UK are blocked from listening to commentaries. 


On 24 January 2011, it was announced that the BBC was to cut its online budget by 25% 
or £34 million. To cope with this, many BBC websites would be closed including BBC 
Switch, BBC Blast, 6-0-6, BBC raw, Video Nation, and planned to sell the Douglas Adams 
created website h2g2, as well as the automation of many programme websites and 
radio websites. 


Technical details[edit] 
Streaming media(edit] 


A service, called BBC iPlayer, was launched in December 2007, which allows users to 
download both radio and TV content for up to seven days after broadcast. The television 
version allows users to either stream programmes or to download them using peer-to- 
peer and DRM technology. 


Initially streams were generally broadcast in the RealAudio and RealVideo formats 
controlled by RealNetworks and the BBC drew criticism with some for using those closed 
formats which, at the time, could only be played using RealPlayer. In response to such 
criticisms, the BBC negotiated a deal with RealNetworks a ‘cut-down’ version of 
RealPlayer which did not contain as much advertising and marketing. 


Windows Media has also been adopted and since Autumn 2006, a Windows Media 
stream of all national BBC radio stations has been available. 


More recently, the BBC has been experimenting with MP3 downloads 

and podcasting facilities for an increasing number of radio shows, with a high level of 
success |ationneeded: 3 [ess publicised trial of Ogg Vorbis streams for certain programmes 
was less successful, and has now been discontinued. 


During major events, the BBC often features liveblogs which publish the most recent 
text and image posts from BBC correspondents; particularly significant political events 
may pair live blogs with live video streams or recorded video loops relevant to the 
event. 


Messageboards (/edit] 


In February 2001, BBC Online incorporated Douglas Adams' previously 

independent h2g2 project into its group of web sites, and eventually replaced all its 
existing message boards, which used an archaic system called Howerd, with 

the DNA software derived from that project. The site's now 

archived Collective magazine also used the DNA software along with numerous other 
sites created after the BBC's acquisition of h2g2. 


Developers(edit] 


The website has extensive technical information available about its operation. The BBC 
also made some of the content on bbc.co.uk and the BBC News Website available in 
XML format on the former developer network backstage.bbc.co.uk. Also, through 
participation in the Creative Archive Licence group, bbc.co.uk allows legal downloads of 
selected material via the Internet. 


In November 2011, the BBC launched the Connected Studio initiative which resulted in 
the running of workshops for independent web designers to work with the BBC in 
conceiving new designs and ways for current BBC services to be improved. 3541 


Tracking cookies and privacy policy(edit] 


BBC Online uses several third-party companies to log information from users, by means 
of cookies. The BBC lists the companies it uses in its privacy policy: 


e 24/7 Real Media 

e AOL Advertising 

e Atlas Solutions (Microsoft Advertising) 
e Audience Science 

e Google DoubleClick 

e Media Mind 

e Specific Media 

e Yahoo! Network Plus 


Vulnerabilities[edit] 


In March 2007, a vulnerability was exposed in the BBC's "Most Emailed" and "Most 
Read" news sections which could allow for the popularity of a news article to be 
exaggerated and thus highlight it to other website visitors. 


Graf report([edit] 


In early 2004, the site was made the focus of a government review, launched by the 
Department for Culture, Media and Sport, led by Philip Graf. Sections of the UK Internet 
industry had argued that the BBC site offered things that were available in the 
commercial sector, creating unnecessary competition. 


The review was published in July 2004 and it was recommended that the BBC "prioritise 
news, current affairs, education and information which is of value to the citizen." In 
response the BBC also shut down a small number of sections of the site, including the 
Soaps section. 


In November 2004, the Governors of the BBC announced a newer, much more tightly 
drawn remit for bbc.co.uk as part of their response to the review. They also announced, 
as Graf had recommended, a new approach towards external providers which will see 
bbc.co.uk aiming to spend at least 25% of its eligible budget on content and services 
through independent commissions by the end of 2006/07. 


The implementation of the Graf report has seen the popular message boards in the BBC 
Sport section shut down, as the BBC tries to promote its 606 brand, but these changes 
have proved unpopular as the interface has proven unusable and large numbers of 
content providers have abandoned the BBC site, !etatien needed 


See also[edit] 


BOASC portal 


e BBC News Online 
e Language education 


e List of Language Self-Study Programs 
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BBC News Online is the website of BBC News, the division of the BBC responsible for 
newsgathering and production. 


The website contains international news coverage, as well as British, entertainment, 

science, and political news. Many reports are accompanied by audio and video from the 
BBC's television and radio news services, while the latest TV and radio bulletins are also 
available to view or listen to on the site together with other current affairs programmes. 


BBC News Online is closely linked to its sister department website, that of BBC Sport. 
Both sites follow similar layout and content options and respective journalists work 
alongside each other. Location information provided by users is also shared with the 
website of BBC Weather to provide local content. 


From 1998 to 2001 the site was named best news website at the BAFTA Interactive 
Entertainment Awards when the award category was withdrawn. It has previously won 
both the Judges' award and the People's Voice award for best news site at the 

annual Webby Awards.” 


History[edit] 
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The original BBC News website design, May 1998 


The website was launched on 4 November 1997, headed by founding editor Mike 
Smartt and Project Director Bob Eggington. The broader editorial team was brought 
together from within the BBC, from print journalism and from some online sites. 


The BBC had previously created special websites marking the 1995 Budget, the 1996 
Olympic Games, 1997 general election, and the death of Princess Diana in 1997, but 
nothing on the scale of the launch of the main site itself,“ which required the 
development of a completely new production system, for which a team, led by Matthew 
Karas was specially hired. 


The original design was created by a team, including Matt Jones, based on designs 
commissioned from consultancy Lambie-Nairn, and has been redesigned several times 
mainly to match the visual style of BBC News television bulletins and to exploit 
increases in readers’ typical screen resolutions. A major overhaul in 2003, primarily by 
Paul Sissons and Maire Flynn, coincided with a relaunch of the BBC News Channel (then 
BBC News 24) and featured a wider page design. The site launched a set of semi- 
official RSS 0.91 syndication feeds in June 2003 and upgraded them to full feed RSS 2.0 
in 2008. Each news index has its own RSS feed, including the in-depth sections. 


In 2004 the BBC News website partnered with Moreover Technologies, in a response to 
the 2003 Graf Report, to provide links from BBC articles to rival publishers. Whilst the 
BBC does not censor or change results the algorithms used tend to give greater weight 
to national and international sources over regional or local ones. 


Mike Smartt, who became editor in chief in 2000, was later succeeded by Pete 
Clifton who was subsequently promoted to Head of BBC News Interactive and replaced 
by the previous editor Steve Herrmann in 2005. 


The BBC began providing real-time global user information in June 2006. 


BBC News on 11 September 2001 


A restructuring of BBC News starting in 2007 saw the dissolution of the separate BBC 
News Interactive department; the editorial and management departments joined the 
new multimedia newsroom along with television and radio news within BBC Television 
Centren 


New features were gradually introduced, including the publicising of video content more 
prominently. From May 2007, the website began to offer a live video stream of BBC 
News 24, the rolling news channel now known as the BBC News channel.2# In line with 
the introduction of new features across BBC Online, including a new navigation bar, the 
site was updated in 2008 with wider centred page designs, larger images and an 
increased emphasis on audio and visual content.22 


Beginning on 30 April 2009, some published stories included in-text links, mostly to in- 
site profile articles on people, locations and organisations.!#tenneeea The BBC announced 
on 19 November 2009 that it was to pay more attention to search engine 

optimisation by extending news headlines. nu 


BBC News Online in January 2013 


On 14 July 2010 the site was completely redesigned, with the vertical section headings 
moved to run horizontally near the top of the page. The new design, incorporating 
larger in-line videos within news articles and standardised font usage, was introduced 
as a first step to bringing the entire BBC website into line with its new style guidelines. 
451 |t was met with mixed opinions; Stephen Fry stated his approval of the redesign, 

ua and the new design was praised for being "more attractive [and] graphically 


stronger".“4 However, there was also criticism, with some stating that the use of white 
space was too widespread and led to the need for continuous and excessive scrolling.24 


On 4 March 2014, the BBC launched a beta version of the website which was built 
around the principles of responsive web design, allowing the presentation of content to 
adjust automatically for a wide variety of screen sizes, from desktop computer 

to smartphones and tablet devices.“8! The new design went live on 23 March 2015.22) 


Features|[edit] 
UK/International editions(edit] 


There are two different editions of the site: a UK edition, which gives prominence to UK 
stories, and an international edition, which prioritises international news. Internet users 
with IP addresses originating from the UK are served the UK edition, all others receive 
the international edition. The international version contains advertising and an 
"Advertise With Us" link at the bottom.2! The international version of the website is 
operated by BBC Global News Ltd., the for-profit BBC subsidiary which operates the BBC 
World News television channel.24 All articles are archived indefinitely and can be 
retrieved via searching or by browsing the extensive Special Reports section, which 
contains collections of articles relating to major news stories. The previous seven days' 
top stories were formerly available through the Week at a Glance section of the website. 
As well as pure news articles, the site also contains material to support BBC news, 
current affairs and factual programmes. 


Columnists[edit] 


The blog style used on BBC News Online 


BBC News Online uses a blog-style system for correspondents to write articles within 
their specialism. Journalists including Nick Robinson and Kamal Ahmed use blogs to 
provide updates on current events and topics. Editors also provide entries within the 
"Editors' blog", giving explanations for editorial decisions as well as announcing new 
features or services. Members of the public are also given the opportunity to comment 
on entries from journalists and editors. 


Prior to the adoption of the blog-style, BBC News Online also had a number of topic- 
specific columns written by BBC journalists, such as former education 

correspondent Mike Baker's Mike Baker Weekly, and technology commentator Bill 
Thompson's bill board (formerly bill blog). BBC News Online Science Writer Ivan Noble, 
diagnosed with a malignant brain tumour in August 2002, shared his experiences of 
cancer in Tumour Diary until his death on 31 January 2005. 


Magazine{edit] 


The 'Magazine' is a section of BBC News Online that includes a number of articles that 
are not tied to a particular event or topic, unlike the other articles on the site. The editor 
is Jonathan Duffy, who took over from Giles Wilson in April 2006. [!etatoen needed 


A major part of the magazine is the "Magazine Monitor" column, which takes an 
irreverent view on the day's news. It usually includes the "Paper Monitor", which 
provides a commentary on the daily press in the United Kingdom. During the day a 
series of caption competitions and oddities are added. On weekday evenings at around 
5p.m. GMT, letters from readers, both serious and light-hearted, are published. Topics 
can be varied: comments on news stories; how to measure sizes in terms of London AEC 
Routemaster buses, or for larger geographical areas, Wales; spotting people mentioned 
in news stories whose name is particularly appropriate for their job, etc. Other favourite 
areas of discussion include the Flexicon, the gender of Paper Monitor or coming up with 
sardonic comments about previous letters. 


On Friday evenings, ready for Saturday morning, an article called "10 things we didn't 
know last week" collates odd and interesting facts from the week's news. Readers are 
encouraged to send their own images depicting ten objects to accompany the facts; 
past examples have included 10 swans flying in formation and ten toes. 


Since a redesign of the BBC News Online in September 2006, the Magazine Monitor has 
followed a blog-style layout, rather than as a page updated over the week in a similar 
way to news articles. Comments are allowed, but not published, other than a selection 
in the daily letters. 


On This Day(edit] 


On This Day is the name of the BBC's news archive website. It contains an online digital 
library of news stories reported by the BBC on the Second World War and world events 
from the 1950s to 2005. There are entries for every day of the year, many 

including video or audio reports which can be viewed online. The stories are arranged 
by years, by themes, by witness accounts and by the correspondents reporting the 
stories. There is also a front page which updates daily with past events from that date. 


Embedded video and audio(edit] 


The launch of the BBC iPlayer, with the new Adobe Flash based BBC Embedded Media 
Player in July 200722 enabled BBC News and Sport Online to change the way it 
presented video content. Previously the site had delivered online video content using 
embedded RealPlayer video in pop-up windows branded as the BBC News Player. From 
March 2008 the BBC began to gradually introduce embedded video using the EMP into 
individual news articles and onto the front page.22) The news player also provides 
constant live streaming of the BBC News channel via the website. This had previously 
only been viewable in a separate window. 


Mobile and text only versions(edit] 


Previously, in addition to the standard website with embedded video and audio, there 
was an XHTML version optimised for users on mobile devices.22 Additionally 

the WAP”?! version of the website is automatically updated with news, and a text-only 
version of the main news website can be accessed via the BBC Betsie service. 


BBC News also runs a mobile app, available on the Android, iOS and Windows 
Phone systems. The app launched in 2010, originally for the iPhone and iPad, followed 


by other providers. In January 2015, it was redesigned to include the option to play 
video and further links within articles to others.22 


In March 2010 the BBC announced that the low graphics and PDA?" versions of the 
site would be discontinued.22 As of May 2010 these versions of the site are no longer 
available and redirect to the main and mobile websites respectively. 


As of 23 March 2015, separate mobile and text only versions have been removed, and 
replaced with a "responsive web design", allowing the presentation of content to adjust 
automatically for a wide variety of screen sizes, from desktop computer to smartphones 
and tablet devices. 


Criticism[edit] 


The site is primarily funded by the television licence, paid by all UK households owning 
a television set, and used to carry no advertising. The World edition has received some 
subsidy from the UK's Foreign and Commonwealth Office through its grant-in-aid to 

the BBC World Service. Proposals to include advertising on the international version of 
the website were discussed by the BBC Trust in February 2007, but were opposed by 
BBC journalists, who feared it would weaken public trust in the impartiality of the BBC. 
831 |In October 2007, it was confirmed that the site would start to carry advertising.“4 The 
advertising consists of large animated banners, which has led to complaints that these 
make the site's content harder to read. 


The impartiality of the Have Your Say forums has been disputed by organisations such 
as News Sniffer: moderators are accused of sometimes appearing to promote their own 
agenda.& 


Have Your Say received much criticism in 2009 for featuring the question "Should 
homosexuals face execution?". The BBC later removed it and apologised after the BBC 
Pride board lobbied against it and Eric Joyce, the Labour MP for Falkirk, called it "more 
than offensive" and "completely unacceptable".24 
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BBC iPlayer is an internet streaming, catchup, television and former radio service from 
the BBC. The service is available on a wide range of devices, including mobile phones 
and tablets, personal computers, and smart televisions. iPlayer services delivered to UK 
based viewers feature no commercial advertising. The terms BBC iPlayer, iPlayer, and 
BBC Media Player refer to various methods for viewing or listening to the same content. 
Viewing or recording live television broadcasts from any UK broadcaster, or viewing BBC 
TV catch-up or BBC TV on demand programmes in the UK without a TV licence is a 
criminal offence.) 


In 2015, the BBC reported that it was moving towards playing audio and video content 
via open HTML5 standards in web browsers rather than via Flash or their Media Player 
mobile app." 


On 17 October 2018, the BBC ‘iPlayer Radio’ brand was replaced with BBC Sounds.“ 


History[edit] 


BBC Redux was developed as a proof of concept for a cross-platform, Flash Video-based 
streaming system. BBC iPlayer left beta and went live on 25 December 2007. On 25 
June 2008, a new-look iPlayer was launched, originally as a beta-test version alongside 
the earlier version.4 The site tagline was "Catch up on the last 7 days of BBC TV & 
Radio", reflecting that programmes were unavailable on iPlayer after this time (with 
some exceptions). The BBC state on their website that this is due to copyright reasons. 
The marketing slogan was later changed to "Making the unmissable, unmissable". In 
May 2010 the site was updated again, to include a recommendations feature and a 
"social makeover". 


In February 2011, the BBC iPlayer was once again modified to include links to 
programmes from other broadcasters, including ITV, ITV2, ITV3, ITV4, Channel 


4, E4, More4, Film4, Channel 5, 5Star, 5USA and S4C. The feature was added to the 
search function and the channels function. When users click on a programme by 
another broadcaster, they are redirected to the relevant broadcaster's catch up service 
(either the ITV Hub, All 4 or My5). 


In April 2014, BBC iPlayer was once again relaunched with a new look and a different 
user interface. From October 2014, the BBC extended the programme availability for 
programmes on iPlayer from 7 days to 30 days. However, due to legal reasons, most 
news bulletins are only available for 24 hours after initial broadcast (with the exception 
of World Business Report, Business Live, Victoria Derbyshire, Daily Politics, Politics 
Europe, Sunday Politics and Newsnight) +% Some archive programming is available for 
the long term, such as Timewatch. 


Specific applications for mobile platforms were launched in February 2011. These were 
initially for iOS and Android devices, where the launch would have the biggest impact.24 


Development[edit] 


The original iPlayer service was launched in October 2005, undergoing a five-month trial 
by five thousand broadband users until 28 February 2006. iPlayer was heavily criticised 
for delay in its launch, rebranding, and cost to BBC licence-fee payers, because no 
finished product had been released after four years of development.“2 A new, improved 
iPlayer service then had another very limited user trial which began on 15 November 
2006. At various times during its development, iPlayer was known as the Integrated 
Media Player (iMP),424| Interactive Media Player,“= and MyBBCPlayer.2# 


The iPlayer received the approval of the BBC Trust on 30 April 2007, and an open beta 
for Windows XP and Windows Server 2003 was launched at midnight on 27 July 2007, 
where it was announced that only a fixed number of people would be able to sign up for 
the service, with a controlled increase in users over the summer.24 The BBC had been 
criticised for saying that the iPlayer would ‘launch’ on 27 July 2007, when what was on 
offer was simply an extension of the beta to an open beta, admitting more users in a 
controlled manner.“2 This was done reportedly to allow British ISPs and the BBC to 
gauge the effect of the iPlayer traffic on the Internet within the UK. 


The open beta incorporated a media player, an electronic programme guide (EPG) and 
specially designed download client, and allowed the download of BBC Television content 
by computers assigned to a United Kingdom-based IP address, for use up to thirty days 
after broadcast. However, it was available only to users of Windows XP. 


This was a controversial decision by the BBC, which led to a petition against the 
decision being posted on 10 Downing Street's e-petition website.“ The petition reached 
16,082 signatures on 20 August 2007. The response from the Government was: 


... the Trust noted the strong public demand for the service to be available on a variety 
of operating systems. The BBC Trust made it a condition of approval for the BBC's on- 
demand services that the iPlayer is available to users of a range of operating systems, 
and has given a commitment that it will ensure that the BBC meets this demand as 
soon as possible. They will measure the BBC's progress on this every six months and 
publish the findings.2%2 


On 16 October 2007, the BBC announced a strategic relationship with Adobe, that would 
bring a limited, streaming-only version of the iPlayer to Mac and Linux users, and 
Windows users who cannot or do not wish to use the iPlayer download service, such as 
Windows 9x users. The streaming service was launched on 13 December 2007.22! Most 


programmes can be viewed for up to seven days after broadcast, unlike the thirty days 
provided by the download service.22! 


Since January 2008, iPlayer has supported Mozilla Firefox under the Microsoft Windows 
platform for downloading content. 


Before the iPlayer had even launched, it was announced that the BBC, 

alongside ITV and Channel 4, were intending to launch a new video on demand 
platform, provisionally named Kangaroo. It was intended that Kangaroo would 
complement the video on demand services that these channels were already offering, 
including the iPlayer, by making programmes available once their "catch up" period 
expires. The Kangaroo project was eventually abandoned after being blocked by the 
Competition Commission early in 2009. 


Following a deal between the BBC and cable television provider Virgin Media, the iPlayer 
service was made available through the provider's on-demand service.22 The cable 
service launched on 30 April 2008,22 and keeps the look and feel of the BBC iPlayer 
program.24 


In response to a Freedom of Information Act request, the BBC revealed that as of 8 April 
2008 the iPlayer had so far cost £6 million to develop.) 


On 23 August 2008, a new feature, Series Stacking, was announced.22 This feature 
started being rolled out on 13 September 2008, and allowed viewers to watch previous 
programmes from selected series until the series has ended, with a limit of up to 
thirteen weeks after first broadcast.2% Not all programmes will form part of the stack, 
however. The BBC Trust permitted 15% of content to be offered as part of the stacking 
service; soaps, news bulletins and review-based programmes will not be stacked, nor 
programmes containing material of a legal nature, such as Crimewatch. 


On 19 December 2008, the BBC released, as part of the iPlayer Labs feature, iPlayer 
Desktop for OS X and Linux operating systems. This moved the download service away 


from the previous P2P based distribution model and onto an HTTP download model. 221821 
33)[34 


On 20 April 2009, the BBC incorporated high-definition streams and downloads of some 
content on the iPlayer. There are plans to roll out the HD streams to devices such as the 
Virgin Set Top Box, but no date has yet been set. An iPlayer application for 

the PlayStation 3 was announced by Sony in August 2009 and was released on 1 
September 2009 along with the Firmware 3.0 update to coincide with the launch of the 
slimline PlayStation 3.25 


Another version of iPlayer was released in late 2009 as a ‘channel’ for the Nintendo Wii. 
This shows only low definition videos of BBC shows up to seven days after their release 
on television. 


On 28 July 2011, BBC Worldwide released an international version of the iPlayer.22 


Speaking in 2012, Ralph Rivera, BBC Director of Future Media, said that "In the same 
way as the BBC has a role in making sure there is a healthy TV ecosystem, the BBC 
should be playing the same sort of role in the digital sector. It's part of why we have a 
licence fee."24 


BBC Radio services delivered via iPlayer were relaunched on 8 October 2012 under the 
BBC iPlayer Radio brand. The rebranded service offered different functionality to the 
main iPlayer interface and a BBC iPlayer Radio smartphone app was also launched.2! 


On 26 September 2013 BBC iPlayer Desktop was replaced by BBC iPlayer Downloads, 
which was no longer based on Adobe AIR. On the same date the BBC stopped making 
programmes available to download in WMV format. 224% 


The BBC discontinued the RSS feed for iPlayer TV content in October 2014.“ This 
stopped some third-party tools such as the get_iplayer content downloader from 
working.“ In March 2016 an unofficial site restored access to this information.“ 


In September 2015 it was revealed that as part of Tony Hall's "open BBC" strategy, 
coming primarily in response to budget cuts across the BBC that will require it to 
discontinue or factor some of its services, the BBC planned to offer third-party content 
through iPlayer in the future, as well as launch a spin-off, iPlay, which would be tailored 
towards children's content. 4141 


In September 2016, support for older Freeview and Freesat receivers manufactured 
between 2010 and 2014 was dropped.“ 


On 30 October 2018, the BBC relaunched its iPlayer Radio services as BBC Sounds, 
including a newly-designed website and mobile apps.“ 


Television licence requirements[edit] 


Prior to September 2016, a television licence was not required to stream either BBC 
television or radio programmes from iPlayer which had already been broadcast, though 
a licence was still required in order to watch live content. Since 1 September 2016, a 
television licence is required to view any iPlayer content, regardless of whether it is live 
or on-demand.“#! Despite the requirement, the enforcement of this measure only uses 

a trust system, under which users must acknowledge a pop-up window warning of the 
new requirements. Neither the BBC, nor TV Licensing, announced any specific plans to 
implement detection measures.) 


In September 2016, the BBC also announced that users would eventually be required to 
sign in with a BBC ID account to access non-children's content on the service. 24 In 
May 2017, iPlayer began to encourage users to login with a BBC ID in preparation for 
this change. Media outlets suggested that the account requirement was intended to 
help the BBC collect personal information that could be used to trace those who are 
evading TV Licensing whilst using iPlayer; Andrew Scott, launch director of the ongoing 
myBBC initiative, stated that the BBC may use account email addresses, along with 
existing methods, to help identify iPlayer users who do not hold a television licence. 
However, he repeatedly said that the account system was primarily intended to provide 
personalization features across BBC properties, such as content recommendations on 
iPlayer, and the ability to continue watching a programme on one device from where it 
was left off on another, sasssa 


Computer platforms|[edit] 
‘iPlayer 1.0'[edit] 


Download service| edit] 


One of the key features of the original iPlayer download service was the use of peer-to- 
peer (P2P) technology to enable the distribution of large video files (i.e. TV 
programmes) to scale effectively. Once downloaded, the content was only playable 
within the iPlayer itself or Windows Media Player 10 or 11, and subject to digital rights 
management. 


In December 2008 the BBC moved to an Adobe AIR-based client that downloaded 
content via HTTP rather than P2P. The new system replaced the Windows DRM system 
with Adobe's own. DRM software prevents it being directly copied to another medium 
(e.g. another computer or CD-ROM), and allowed the BBC to control how long the 
programmes remain watchable. Programmes were available for download for seven 
days following broadcast. Once a programme is downloaded a user had thirty days to 
start watching it; after starting to watch, a programme remained available for the next 
seven days. Using the online streaming service most programmes became unavailable 
from the website after 7 days. 


There was criticism levelled at the iPlayer's use of KService from Kontiki, the peer-to- 
peer application which continued to use users' bandwidth even after the iPlayer had 
been shut down." Because of this, users may have been charged by their Internet 
service provider for exceeding their download limit or breaching the so-called "fair use" 
policy. However, the Kontiki P2P system was not used after the new client was 
introduced in December 2008.84 


The client offered an electronic programme guide (EPG) with listings for both the 
previous seven and next seven days' programmes; selecting a programme which had 
already been broadcast began downloading it immediately, while those not yet shown 
would be downloaded when available. It was not possible to schedule a series to be 
automatically downloaded when the next episode becomes available. letton needeai 


Online streaming service[ edit] 


A screenshot of the old version of BBC iPlayer streaming page for television programme, Sound 


The BBC's streaming version of iPlayer, using Adobe Flash software, was launched on 13 
December 2007.52 The BBC made use of the Christmas period to trumpet the new 
service with the tagline 'Making the unmissable... unmissable’, and the service came out 
of beta on 25 December 2007. Also, seasonal specials were followed routinely 
throughout the Christmas week with plugs for iPlayer." The streaming version of iPlayer 
offered replays of programmes broadcast on all national BBC TV channels 

and S4C during the last seven days." Due to licensing agreements, all international 
and some privately produced TV shows and movies are not available on iPlayer.& 


‘iPlayer 2.0'[edit] 


On 25 June 2008, the BBC announced that they had been developing a new version of 
the iPlayer based on user feedback - it was then called "BBC iPlayer 2.0". New 
features included combining the normal television iPlayer with the radio iPlayer, 
schedules of programmes due to be on the iPlayer, automatic resumption of the last 


programme watched, an increase in the size of the screen by 25% to 640 pixels wide, 
RSS feeds of iPlayer data, and a "Yesterday's TV" function.! The beta ran alongside the 
existing site until 3 July 2008, when a new version replaced it. Later versions have 
implemented an option of streaming videos in high quality in H.264. A special version of 
BBC iPlayer was launched 19 December 2008. It was designed for children aged 6 to 
12, allowing them to choose from series such as Blue Peter, M.I. High, The Sarah Jane 
Adventures and more (non-children's programming is restricted). 


BBC iPlayer Desktop Manager| edit] 


At the end of 2008, a newer platform was launched which facilitated use of the new BBC 
iPlayer Desktop (replacement for Download Manager) and other "BBC iPlayer Labs" 
features such as adjustable video windows and user feedback options. In March 2009, 
the BBC launched a streaming version of the player which needs a 1500 kbit/s minimum 
connection. 


On 1 April 2010, this Desktop Manager was updated to version 1.5.15695.18135.™ The 
update claimed, amongst other things, optimisation of CPU usage in full screen: 20% to 
40% improvement; videos that start to download in the UK should be able to complete 
downloading abroad; and update to use Adobe Integrated Runtime AIR 1.5.3 which has 
improved reliability, compatibility and security. 


‘iPlayer 3.0'[edit] 


The iPlayer team released the next-generation of the iPlayer, calling it the iPlayer 3.0 
release, on 6 September 2010. It brought integration with various social networking 
sites to the TV on-demand service, through deals with Facebook, 

Twitter, Reddit, Delicious, Digg and StumbleUpon. 


BBC ID was also added to allow users to access their iPlayer settings from a variety of 
devices and Favourite shows so the users get notified when new episodes of their 
favourited shows are available. 


The only other feature of the new-look iPlayer discussed was a new embeddable video 
player, being rolled out across the whole of the BBC's online presence. On 19 June 2012 
on the live TV channels it added a rewind to start button. 


The BBC reported iPlayer users had technical problems with the release of Adobe AIR 
3.5, and another with Google Chrome, 


iPlayer DownloadsS(edit] 


The iPlayer Desktop application was replaced with the simpler iPlayer Downloads 
application, from which some features were dropped, for example live streaming. 


‘The New BBC iPlayer' [edit] 


On 11 March 2014, the BBC introduced a new version of their BBC iPlayer service called 
‘The New BBC iPlayer'.! This new version included a new user interface, and uses the 
BBC's new ‘responsive design,’ which means iPlayer can be used on multiple different 
screen sizes without building separate versions. There is a new home screen along with 
new channel pages that also use the same responsive design that the rest of the BBC 
sites now use. The BBC ID is still used to track favourites across the site (however 
favourites have now been moved to a whole page rather than an individual bar), and 
new categories have been generated to expand the amount of programmes that can be 
found by the 42% of visitors who arrive to the iPlayer service without a particular 
programme in mind. The new pop-out radio player has removed the option to select 


either high or low bit-rate which may impact users with a data download cap. It no 
longer restores the volume level or play point from the previous session. 


BBC iPlayer introduced an Ultra HD trial allowing users with an Ultra HD device to watch 
with greater picture detail. From December 2016 to January 2017 this was being used 
to show a 4-minute clip of Planet Earth Il in 4K.7% 


In early 2016, regional opt-outs for 15 English regions were introduced so regional 
programming could be watched live. 


Television platforms[edit] 
3view( edit] 


In the second half of 2010, 3view enabled HD iPlayer on its connected Digital Terrestrial 
TV boxes allowing owners to access iPlayer content in HD via the box. 


BT Vision(edit] 


On 27 May 2008, BT began to charge BT Vision customers £3 per month for watching 
BBC Replay, a cut down version of iPlayer offering a more limited 30 hours of BBC 
programming per week. A spokesman for BT said that its customers had previously 
been able to view only BBC on-demand content because of "technical issues".Z2 A BBC 
spokesman said: "In line with other TV platforms where BBC programmes are made 
available on demand, the BBC requires that all public service content should be 
accessible via the lowest cost subscription tier. In this case, it is BT Replay." 


From 1 April 2009, the Replay package was included in all of BT Vision's Value Packs but 
remained available as a separate, £2.93 per month, package to non-subscribers. 


On 11 November 2010, the BBC and BT announced plans to bring the full BBC iPlayer 
package to BT Vision, replacing the BBC content on BT Vision's 50-hour "TV Replay" 
package. BT introduced BBC iPlayer in a phased release, starting in early December 
2010, with all BT Vision customers able to access the service on channel 990 by 22 June 
2011 mpa 


Digital media receivers[edit] 


BBC iPlayer downloaded TV programmes can be streamed to televisions via the NetGear 
EVA8000 and Linksys DMA2200 digital media receivers, through PCs running Windows 
XP or Vista, with Windows Media Center installed.!7# 


FetchTV [edit] 


On 23 July 2009 the first subscription-free digital terrestrial device to include iPlayer 
went on sale in UK retailers. The FetchTV Smartbox connects to any broadband 
connection and gives access to the BBC iPlayer and is a Freeview+ PVR. 


FetchTV created its own version of the iPlayer, believing it was adhering to BBC 
guidelines, but support was refused by BBC Future Media and Technology. IP Vision 
made a formal complaint to the BBC in March 2009: the matter then passed to the BBC 
Executive's Fair Trading Complaints Panel, which rejected the complaint, and IP Vision 
then appealed to the BBC Trust. On 22 December 2009 the BBC Trust rejected 
FetchTV's request to release the product. The Trust's Finance and Compliance 
Committee (FCC) found that the BBC had given reasonable arguments as to why IP 
Vision should not be allowed to go ahead with its self-build product. 


The Trust FCC also rescinded new guidelines introduced by the BBC in October 2009 
formalising a ban on third parties building their own commercial iPlayer products . The 
Trust concluded that the clarification amounted to a significant change to the 
syndication guidelines which should have been referred to the Trust for approval before 
publication. 


Freesat(edit] 


BBC iPlayer as displayed by Freesat 


On 2 November 2009, it was announced that a beta release of BBC iPlayer 

for Freesat would be released on 7 December 2009 to a limited number of Freesat 
viewers, 424e On 21 December 2009, iPlayer was made available on a soft launch to 
Freesat viewers with Humax Foxsat HD receivers only, with an official release on 11 
January 2010.24 |t is the final beta version of iPlayer, available via the red button on 
interactive page 7001. On 20 January 2010, Sony released software update 1.630SA to 
enable BBC iPlayer on all of their Freesat integrated televisions. 


On 25 March 2010, iPlayer was added to TechniSat receivers, with an update for 
Harvard International receivers released on 31 March.2# However, the Harvard upgrade 
will not be available on early model standard definition Freesat receivers sold under 
the Bush, Goodmans and Grundig brands. Harvard International is therefore offering a 
replacement high definition receiver to anyone affected.£4 Panasonic had aimed to add 
iPlayer to all of its devices by October 2010,2# but support was only extended to the 
2008 range in September 2011.22 LG have been unable to update their Freesat 
integrated LF7700 television and were offering a free Freesat set-top box, however this 
promotional goodwill gesture ended after a 6-month period. On 16 December 2010, 
BBC iPlayer was assigned to Freesat channel 901, in addition to access via the BBC Red 
Button. 


Freeview(edit] 


On 4 May 2009, the managing director of Freeview, Ilse Howling, announced 
expectations that iPlayer-enabled Freeview boxes would be available in 2009.22 From 1 
April 2011, all new Freeview HD receiver products must include MHEG Interaction 
Channel (MHEG-IC) as part of D-Book 6.2.1. !##tienneeten The move allowed the 

standard MHEG-5 reliant iPlayer application to be offered from 7 April via the red- 
button on all BBC channels to Freeview HD certified devices. 


Roku(edit] 


On 10 February 2012, Roku launched their streaming devices in the UK for the first 
time, with BBC iPlayer available from launch.22 On 26 July 2013, Now TV released a Now 
TV-branded Roku streaming box, including the BBC iPlayer app.“ 


Skyledit] 


On 30 January 2012, it was announced that BBC iPlayer would be added to Sky's On- 
Demand service, arriving on 30 October 2012. The launch reduced the amount paid 
by the BBC for its carriage on Sky by up to 30%, following the introduction of a clause in 
BSkyB's Published Price List which reduces the amount paid by a public service 
broadcaster when one of its channels offers on demand programming to Sky receivers. 
971 BBC iPlayer via Sky requires a subscription to Sky TV channels or to Sky+ and a Sky+ 
HD box with an internet connection. 


Televisions and Blu-ray players[edit] 


In December 2009, Cello Electronics released the Marks & Spencer branded iViewer TV. 
91 The television is internet enabled, allowing for the viewing of online content including 
the BBC iPlayer, which has its own physical button on the remote, although BBC iPlayer 
HD wasn't available until 2010. 


On 11 January 2010, the BBC announced that BBC iPlayer would be built directly into 
TVs that would be widely available in the UK within months.2% Samsung 

Electronics became the first major manufacturer to officially announce that its 
televisions would be updated to include full access to the iPlayer. A BBC iPlayer app is 
available to download from Samsung Apps for Samsung Smart TV. 


Sony added BBC iPlayer to its BRAVIA Internet Video service, included in its 2010 range 
of televisions and Blu-ray players." On 9 September 2010, iPlayer was added to Sony's 
BRAVIA televisions, having previously only been available on Blu-ray players. 

021 Televisions needed a firmware update which could be upgraded over the internet or 
downloaded onto a USB flash drive for loading directly to the TV. At the time of 

launch BBC HD content is not available, though high and standard video quality are 
available on all programmes. 


Virgin Media(edit] 


On 30 April 2008 the iPlayer service was fed directly to Virgin Media's 3.4m digital cable 
TV customers as part of the company's video-on-demand service. Pressing the 'red 
button’ while watching a BBC channel on TV will bring up the iPlayer service without the 
user having to access the web.222! 


On 29 May 2008 Virgin Media successfully integrated iPlayer with the Virgin Media 
electronic programme guide. Most BBC shows are now listed alongside other VOD 
content in Virgin's Catch Up TV section, and through the red button while viewing a BBC 
channel. There is no charge for watching BBC shows through the iPlayer on Virgin 
Media,2%41 


As of 21 July 2008, iPlayer on Virgin Media had received 10.5 million views since its 
official launch on 1 June 2008.22 On 26 September 2008 it was revealed that one third 
of all iPlayer programme views were accessed through Virgin Media. 


On 1 May 2009, the BBC and Virgin Media announced the launch of HD content via BBC 
iPlayer on Virgin Media's TV platform, including Robin Hood, Friday Night with Jonathan 
Ross and Later... with Jools Holland.“ 


On 2 March 2011, Virgin released an iPlayer application for their TiVo digital video 
recorder. Unlike the previous implementation, the application streams over the internet 
rather than utilising Virgin's video-on-demand service, to comply with the BBC's then 
proposed syndication policy.2% The change also allows an increase in the amount of 
programmes available, from around 300 to 700 hours on average, bringing Virgin into 
line with the iPlayer on connected TV devices. At the same time, Virgin Media were also 
forced to remove direct access to BBC content on TiVo, meaning that instead of being 
able to access BBC content through its EPG, Virgin TiVo users instead had to go through 
the Apps and Games area or press the Red Button from a BBC channel." This access 
was reimplemented with the release of TiVo update 15.2 in late 2011, which integrated 
BBC iPlayer once again into the TiVo search and EPG after new guidelines on syndicated 
content were published by the BBC Trust. 


YouView( edit] 


BBC iPlayer was one of four services available at the launch of YouView in July 2012. At 
launch the BBC iPlayer app contained options to resume watching recent programmes, 
access favourites, browse the most popular shows, find similar programmes or more 
episodes, included integrated search and was the only service to feature HD video.™ 


Game consoles[edit] 
PlayStation 3[edit] 


Soon after the Wii release, several unofficial PlayStation 3 iPlayer proxy sites arose that 
used JavaScript to replace the UA string. On 2 December 2008, the BBC provided an 
official iPlayer application widget for the PS3.“4 Shortly after release, the PS3 accounted 
for 6% of all iPlayer traffic, making it the third most popular platform used to access the 
service behind personal computers (85%) and mobile phones and iPods (7%).=2 By 
January 2010, PS3 usage had risen to 8%,“ and by November 2010, over 6 million 
people accessed the iPlayer through the PlayStation 3.2“ 


In September 2009, the PS3 iPlayer was updated with H.264 playback and full screen 
content.“ Future plans for the PS3 iPlayer include features from iPlayer V3 scheduled 
for late 2010.2 On 8 August 2011, the application was updated and now includes 
access to BBC HD, however most content remains unavailable to PS3 users due 

to DRM restrictions.“4 


PlayStation 4/edit] 


In October 2013, Sony confirmed that the PlayStation 4 would have the BBC iPlayer app. 
Additionally, they announced that BBC iPlayer would continue to be free to access and 
would not be part of the PlayStation Plus subscription service.22! 
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BBC iPlayer as displayed by the Nintendo Wii 


On 9 April 2008, the BBC iPlayer was made available to stream video content on 

the Wii video game console via the Internet Channel. =ar% This was enabled by a 
recoding of the iPlayer to use Flash 7 rather than Flash 9. However, the Autumn 2009 
update to the Wii's Internet Channel resulted in the iPlayer's no longer working on 
updated consoles.“ A BBC iPlayer in the form of a dedicated Wii channel was launched 
on 18 November 2009.22: The BBC iPlayer Channel is free to download from the Wii 
Shop Channel; on 10 February 2015 the BBC announced on their website that they had 
removed BBC iPlayer from the Wii Shop Channel and terminated the service on the Wii. 
The BBC cited their policies in resource management as the reason.422! 


Wii U[edit] 


BBC confirmed *4 that this application was set to be released on Nintendo's Wii U at 
launch, but due to some issue, it was delayed. In January 2014, BBC stated that this 
application is set to appear soon on Wii U.!stationneeded On 11 December 2014, Senior 
product manager Peter Lasko of BBC stated that they hope this application will come to 
Wii U in early 2015.15 Without prior notice, however, the app was eventually released 
for the Nintendo eShop on the Wii U by 28 May 2015.44 


On 31 August 2016, only about 15 months after launch, the BBC iPlayer was de-listed 
from the Nintendo eShop, and the BBC later confirmed terminating the service by 16 
January 2017 for those who already downloaded the app on the Wii U. The BBC cited the 
end in the licence agreement between them and Nintendo UK as the reason.2221 


Xbox 360([edit] 


The BBC and Microsoft had been unable to reach a deal to add the iPlayer to the Xbox 
360 for a number of years, because Microsoft's strategy of charging for all content on 
its Xbox Live platform is incompatible with the BBC's public service remit.228 Microsoft 
wanted to ensure that only those paying for Xbox Live Gold accounts could access its 
added content services. The BBC is not legally allowed to charge the UK public for 
access to the iPlayer, as the access charges for it are included in the BBC licence fee 
already. 


In October 2011, it was announced that the BBC content would be made available to all 
Xbox Live members in the UK, including Xbox Live Free members. On 20 March 2012, 
BBC iPlayer became available on Xbox Live; the service includes Kinect functionality. 


The BBC announced that support for iPlayer on Xbox 360 is to be terminated on 27 
March 2019. 


Xbox One([edit] 


In October 2013, Microsoft confirmed that the Xbox One would have the BBC iPlayer 
app.'24 However, despite Microsoft's claim that the BBC iPlayer app would be available 
for Xbox One from launch day in the UK, it was not. The BBC commented in December 
2013, saying: "BBC iPlayer is already available to audiences on over 1,000 devices and 
platforms in the UK. Whilst we are working to bring BBC iPlayer to Xbox One in the 
future, we have no further details to share at this time. "22 


In January 2014, a report by a BBC programmer announced that an issue with 

the Kinect sensor had caused the app's delay. He added that all Xbox One apps have to 
offer gesture and voice controls, as well as Snap features and media achievements. 

4331 |n August 2014, the BBC reported on its blog that they were aiming to release BBC 
iPlayer on Xbox One by the end of 2014.41 


On 4 December 2014 BBC iPlayer was released.@251 


Mobile platforms|[edit] 
Android devices(edit] 


On 23 June 2010, after many months of complaints from Android users, BBC iPlayer 
officially announced support for the Android platform. Users can navigate to the usual 
BBC iPlayer website, and a mobile website is displayed. As a result of the BBC's decision 
to use Adobe Flash Player to handle video playback for Android devices on this website, 
users must be using Android 2.2 or later#2# (the earliest Android version supported by 
Flash Player). 


There was also an unofficial but functional application for the Google Android platform 
called myPlayer but all BBC content was removed in November 2010 as the service was 
alleged to be in breach of the BBC terms of use.422 Another such application - 
beebPlayer - was removed from the market in May 2010 at the BBC's request. 18 


On 8 February 2011 the BBC announced that Android, alongside the iPad, would be 
amongst the first two platforms to receive a native iPlayer application.“22 The 
application was made available via the Android Market to UK users, but as with the 
earlier mobile website, the application uses Adobe's Flash Player for video playback and 
as a result is only available for devices running Android 2.2 to 4.0 since Android 4.1 
does not support Flash Player. 


On 4 September 2012 the BBC posted on their internet blog that Android users would 
soon be able to download programs using the BBC iPlayer app. 


On 19 September 2012 the BBC reported that an Adobe AIR based iPlayer application 
had been developed for Android 4.1, as well as earlier versions. The application, named 
BBC Media Player, is intended to permit continued iPlayer support for the Android 
platform.244 


BlackBerry devices(edit] 


On 5 November 2010, an official BBC iPlayer app that allows users to stream live 
television and radio, and catch-up on previously aired content became available for 
download on BlackBerry OS 5.0 (and higher) devices.“ A Wi-Fi connection is needed for 
an "optimal viewing experience" but 3 and Vodafone are allowing it run on their 3G 
networks. 


iOS devices(edit] 


On 7 March 2008, a beta version for Apple's iOS devices (iPhone, iPod Touch, and 

later iPad) was released, allowing streaming over a Wi-Fi connection. An update 
released on 12 December 2011 allowed streaming over 3G."21 On 4 September 2012, an 
update provided the ability to download programmes for up to 30 days, with a seven- 
day viewing window.2“! The EDGE connectivity on the iPhone, however, is not 
supported, as it is too slow for streaming video .4454481 


Non-iPhone users were found to be watching and downloading streams intended for 
iPhone users allowing them to play them on alternative devices. The BBC modified the 
iPlayer service on 13 March 2008 to prevent this. = Through the month of June 2008 
further methods were discovered by iPlayer users to watch and download streams 
intended for iPhones. A Ruby"?! hole was followed by the BBC 

introducing XOR encryption on parts of the downloaded files if a genuine iPhone was not 
detected. 


The BBC introduced specially crafted web bugs, referrer checks and download chunk 
limits, such that only devices exhibiting this behaviour, i.e. a genuine iPhone handset, 
would be able to stream the video content. A cycle of updates and reverse engineering 
has followed such that all the various streams, both for the iPhone and Flash streaming 
service, are now able to be downloaded without the need for decryption or DRM 
circumvention. This has been made possible by various software which can effectively 
simulate a RTMP Flash client or an iPhone. In early December 2010, the iPhone MP3 
access was being changed to use HTTPS. The server checks the client's certificate and 
only accepts connections for those issued to Apple. This change to the protocol not only 
prevents access to non-Apple devices but also disables use by a number of early 
generation iPod Touch devices. 


On 28 July 2011, BBC Worldwide released an international version of the iPlayer for the 
iPad.28! A UK version of the iPlayer for iPad app was also launched, however, this version 
only allowed streaming video and did not allow any offline viewing. In December 2011 
the iPlayer app was extended to work with the iPhone and iPod Touch. 


Nokia N96 phoneledit] 


On 18 September 2008, the BBC announced that a version will become available to 
the Nokia N96 mobile phone as a download service to allow viewers to watch 
programmes even when they are out of reach of Wi-Fi or 3G networks.244521 The launch 
date was set of 1 October 2008. 


Shortly after on 9 September 2008, even before the BBC Nokia N96 download service 
had gone live, a method was published to independently download and play the iPlayer 
N96 3GP stream on other mobiles, Linux and Mac OS.4541 


Windows Phone(edit] 


BBC Released BBC iPlayer app on Windows Phone 8 devices on 15 May 2013 asa 
mobile wrapper UI. Available on the Windows Phone Store.!22) 


Additional mobile devices(edit] 


In early December 2008, iPlayer was updated to include streaming radio and television, 
and extended to a variety of handsets#22! including Nokia 5800 XpressMusic, Nokia 

N8, Samsung Omnia, Sony Ericsson C905, Sony Ericsson XPERIA X1, and Sony Ericsson 
W9 9 5 i [citation needed] 


BBC Store[edit] 


BBC Store codenamed Project Barcelona launched in the UK and opened the archive to 
consumers and allowed users to buy a show and download it. BBC Store was approved 
by the BBC Trust in 2014 and the store launched in 2015." It was initially hosted on a 
dedicated website but later integrated with BBC iPlayer. 4%! BBC Store closed in 2017. 


Reception and adoption[edit] 


Before the launch in December 2007, the BBC had hoped the service would reach half a 
million users in its first six months. This turned out to be a gross underestimate, as 
3.5 million programmes were streamed or downloaded in the first three weeks alone. 
4571 The Guardian described these figures as "remarkably promising".22! 


In its first year, 2008, growth continued at an impressive rate. By April, the iPlayer 
accounted for around five percent of all UK Internet traffic, and had approximately 
five million page views per day by June.“ In December, it was announced that more 
than 180 million programmes have been watched on iPlayer since its release.“ During 
the BAFTAs in May, the iPlayer won the "Interactive Innovation Service/Platform" Award, 
beating Channel 4's 'Big Art Mob' and the Bebo 'Open Media Platform'.“& The streaming 
of programmes forms the lion's share of the success, outnumbering downloads eight to 
one in January 2008,2% and 97:3 in October 2009.24! 


In the month of October 2009, it was revealed that the site experienced 70 million 
requests and transferred seven petabytes of data.2! Television formed about two thirds 
of all requests, with radio making up the rest.“ Most TV was streamed from pre- 
recorded footage, whereas live streaming was preferred of radio.2™ Eighty-five percent 
of requests were from computers, with much of the rest coming from iPods, iPhones and 
PS3s (from a total of 15 platforms).2! The most popular TV programme of 2009 was Top 
Gear, ™ and the most popular radio was that reporting The Ashes. 


The success of iPlayer may be down to a "long tail" effect, with users seeking 
out niche programmes; programmes broadcast on digital channels are doing 
remarkably well.“ However, this is expected to change with the introduction of booking 


programmes to download in advance, and automatic downloading of the next episode. 
[158] 


The demands of the iPlayer have met with some concern and criticism from UK ISPs due 
to the added bandwidth the service will need.“ Several ISPs, notably Tiscali, have 
called on the BBC to partially fund network upgrades to cope with iPlayer traffic. The 
BBC responded by saying that the iPlayer was driving demand for broadband 
subscriptions. 


By May 2010, the site was getting 123 million monthly play requests.“ The service was 
being used by 40 per cent of online adults in the UK by March 2012.24 


DRM criticism[edit] 


During the 2005 and 2006 iPlayer trials, the digital rights management (DRM) system 
used was based on Microsoft's Windows Media DRM, which led to concerns about cross- 
platform availability, as this technology is available only for Windows XP. However, 
some users have managed to get it working using compatibility options in 

Microsoft's Windows Vista. The BBC emphasises that it "has a commitment to 
platform neutrality and a remit to make its content as widely available as possible", 

47 and that while the initial trial used a Microsoft-based technology, they are constantly 
looking for new technologies which would enable them to relax the restriction: Ashley 


Highfield, then BBC's director of Future Media and Technology, explained that "we have 
always started with the platform that reaches the most number of people and then 
rolled it out from there". They also point out that not all of the content delivered 
through the iPlayer will be subject to DRM - live streaming content, for instance, may 
not need the same level of control, presumably implying that players for OS — 

X and Linux systems could be developed with a restricted range of content. However, a 
project was started to enable the iPlayer to work with other platforms via 

the Wine project." Streaming via the BBC iPlayer website is now available in all 
browsers supporting Adobe Flash. Also, iPlayer Desktop, which allows downloading 
programmes for later offline viewing, is available for Windows, Mac OS X and Linux. 


On 14 August 2007, the Free Software Foundation staged a demonstration outside BBC 
Television Centre.24! The FSF's Peter T. Brown criticised the BBC for what he claimed 
was a break from previous tradition: the insistence that, for the first time, BBC viewers 
would be forced to use proprietary technology to watch BBC programmes. 


On 18 February 2010, the BBC updated iPlayer with an SWF verification layer which 
attempts to close the door on open source implementations of Real Time Messaging 
Protocol streaming.“ The attempt was unsuccessful, with most existing open source 
applications remaining capable of playing or downloading RTMP content from the 
iPlayer. 


Overseas availability[ edit] 


BBC TV productions are paid for by the UK television licence fee and rights agreements 
with third parties. Thus, all BBC iPlayer TV programmes are accessible from IP 
addresses allocated to the UK only, as of 2011. However, most radio programmes can 
be accessed globally, with the exception of a few programmes, mainly sports 
broadcasts, that are affected by rights issues. 


An international version of the iPlayer was launched on 28 July 2011 in eleven western 
European countries,®" after receiving the approval of the BBC Trust in November 2010. 
2751 The international iPlayer takes the form of an iPad application which offers a limited 
amount of free content, supported by pre-roll ads and sponsorship, but its core business 
model is subscription (subscription costs approximately £5.00 per month). The global 
iPlayer app includes some features that are not in the UK version, including the ability to 
stream shows over 3G as well as Wi-Fi, and a downloading feature to store programmes 
on one's mobile device for offline viewing. At launch 1,500 hours of content was made 
available, of which 60% had been produced and commissioned by the BBC, while 30% 
had been commissioned by the BBC but produced by independents. The other 10% was 
entirely non-BBC content, including ITV's Primeval, and Channel 4's The Naked 

Chef and Misfits. Launches in Australia and Canada followed by the end of 2011 as part 
of what was intended to be a one-year pilot. 


Although US availability was also anticipated in 2011, an American launch date was 
never announced. Reports from the summer of 2012 claimed that American cable 
providers threatened to drop BBC America if the iPlayer, which duplicates much of the 
content on the cable channel, were made available in the US market. In a statement on 
the difficulties facing the US rollout, BBC's Head of Communications for Global iPlayer 
Tessa Matchett said: "The United States is a very complex media market. Currently, we 
have one very successful cable channel in BBC America, and we’re looking into what 
options we have to roll out additional platforms in that country.""7 In May 2015, it was 
announced that the global iPlayer service would be discontinued.“ 


In early 2016, BBC Worldwide launched a version of the iPlayer service in Singapore, 
rebranded as BBC Player. The service is only available to Starhub subscribers who have 
subscribed to the BBC channels package in Singapore.“ The service was extended into 
Malaysia in 2017, however the service can only be accessed by UniFi subscribers who 
have signed up for the Jumbo pack on Hypp.TV. Access for Streamyx subscribers with 
the same Hypp.TV package was added a few months later.272! 


In March 2017, BBC Worldwide, as part of a joint venture with ITV plc, and BBC America 
co-owner AMC Networks, launched a new U.S. subscription video-on-demand service 
known as BritBox. 201811 


Humour{[edit] 


In 2009, the BBC's April Fools' joke was a press release announcing the availability of 


the iPlayer on a specialised toaster, supposedly for users to watch breakfast television. 
[182] 


The volume control of the iPlayer goes up to 11, apparently a nod to a scene about an 
amplifier volume control that goes up to eleven in the rock mockumentary This Is Spinal 
Tap (1984), 12831 


See also[edit] 


BOASC portal 


e BBC Sounds 


e ITV Hub 
e All4 
e My5 
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177: ^ "BBC shuts down iPlayer service for subscribers outside the UK". Engadget. 
Retrieved 23 May 2017. 

178. * "BBC Player set to launch in 2016". BBC Media Centre. Retrieved 24 April 2016. 

179. ^ "BBC Worldwide launches BBC Player in Malaysia". BBC Media Centre. 
Retrieved 13 March 2017. 

180. * "BBC Worldwide, ITV SVOD Venture BritBox Launches With $6.99 Monthly 
Price". The Hollywood Reporter. Retrieved 23 May 2017. 

181. ^ "Coronation Street' Episodes Now Available on BritBox a Day After U.K. 
Debut". The Hollywood Reporter. Retrieved 23 May 2017. 

182. * "BBC iPlayer now available on a toaster". BBC internet blog. Retrieved 14 
September2016. 

183. ^ "Why the BBC's iPlayer volume control go to 11 - rxdxt". Rxdxt.tumbir.com. 


Archived from the original on 25 April 2012. Retrieved 4 October 2011. 


External links[edit] 


e Official website «(subscription required) 
e BBC Player at BBC Asia (subscription required) 
e "Ask Bruce" article on iMP at BBC Online 


BBC Programme Catalogue 
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The BBC Programme Catalogue is an online archive of the 

entire BBC back catalogue of TV and radio programmes. The catalogue is for internal 
use by the BBC although for a time a beta online version was available to the public. 
"The catalogue is not a complete record of every BBC programme" since certain 
categories of programme were not catalogued or no longer exist. 


The catalogue does not include entries for programmes where no copies of the 
programme are known to still exist. Nor does it include entries for sport because the 
BBC does not necessarily own the rights. However every individual news item is 
separately catalogued since these had a high re-use value (e.g. use of archive footage 
of historical news items within present-day news programmes or documentaries). 


History[edit] 
Internal[edit] 


Infax[ edit] 


Infax was the BBC's programme database, containing 966,244 BBC programmes dating 
back to 1938," this is not every programme ever broadcast. Since 1992, Infax has only 
been used as a stock control system.2 Infax catalogued all TV and selected radio until 
2008 but was only used to catalogue news up until 1994. The Star catalogue was used 
to catalogue news from 1994-2008. In 2004, the Sports Library database took over 
cataloguing sport until 2008 when sport was taken over by the Digital Library database. 


It was reported that Infax was due to be switched off in March 2014 but due to technical 
issues with Fabric it remains operational at a cost of £780,000 a year to maintain. 


Strix/Cinegy| edit] 


Since 1992 the BBC Northern Ireland Archive used Strix to catalogue factual, sport, 
current affairs, entertainment programmes and news output until March 2009.2 As of 
April 2009 all news was catalogued and stored using the Cinegy database. The Cinegy 
database allows for video material to be viewed on a BBC desktop computer. 


Fabric| edit] 


In 2012 a new programme archive database was introduced to replace Infax at a cost of 
£3m a year. In 2013 Fabric failed a number of times and the BBC has identified key 
limitations with the database. Again in 2014 the BBC internal Ariel newspaper reported 
that Fabric has had a series of fixes but the feedback was mixed and Infax will continue 
to operate.“ In an interview for the BBC internal Ariel newspaper - Maggie Lydon (Head 
of Media Management) insists that only 'a very small amount’ of information has not 
been transferred from Infax to Fabric.“ 


Public[edit] 


Infax[ edit] 


A web version of this database was made available to access to the public in April 2006. 
It ceased operation in December 2007. The front page of the website is still available 
to see via the Internet Archive. After it ceased, a message on the website said that it 
would be incorporating the information into individual programme pages. Although in 


2009 an email reply from the BBC showed the reason for its removal was due to a data 
protection concern.4 


Infax was also incorporated into the BBC Motion Gallery website (now Getty Images). 
1 |n mid 2014 a data protection issue was flagged and public access was disabled. 


In October 2012, a version of the BBC programme catalogue is available to view 
exclusively in British Library in the St Pancras (London) and Boston Spa (Yorkshire) 
reading rooms. 2.2 million searchable catalogue records and 225,000 programmes up to 
June 2012 are available to view. 2011121 


Genome Project([ edit] 


BI BIC) 


Genome 


BBC Genome Logo 
Main article: BBC Genome Project 


BBC Genome Project is a digitised online searchable database of back issues of 

the Radio Times from 1923-2009. The information in the database will be linked up 
with the video and audio files that the BBC have archived and from this the BBC will be 
able to work out what is still missing from the archive.@25) 


TV listings post 2009 can be accessed via BBC Programmes site 


See also[edit] 


HES BBC portal 


e BBC Archives 


e BBC Genome Project 
e BBC Programme Identifier 
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BBC Sounds homepage in March 2019 


Developer(s) BBC 


Initial release 25 June 2018; 16 months ago 
Written in JavaScript, Scala, Swift, Kotlin"! 
Platform Web, iOS, Android 

Available in English, Welsh, Scottish Gaelic, Irish®! 
Type Media player software 


Website www.bbc.co.uk/sounds 


BBC Sounds is a streaming media and audio download service from the British 
Broadcasting Corporation that includes live radio broadcasts, audio on demand, and 
podcasts.” The service is available on a wide range of devices, including mobile phones 
and tablets, personal computers, cars, and smart televisions. Media delivered to UK- 
based listeners does not feature commercial advertising. 


The BBC Sounds website replaced the iPlayer Radio service in October 2018. An initial 
beta version of the BBC Sounds app was launched in June 2018", with both the new app 
and the iPlayer Radio app supported until September 2019, when the iPlayer Radio app 
was finally decommissioned in the UK". At present the Sounds apps are only available 
to users in the UK, whilst iPlayer Radio remains available to international users. An app 
for Connected TV's will be released in 2020. 


BBC Sounds differs from iPlayer Radio by acting as a place for original podcast material 
created by the BBC specifically for the app, as opposed to catch-up listening of its linear 
radio services. One example of this is the Beyond Today podcast, a daily online-only 
podcast produced by the Today team, exploring an issue in-depth with a younger 
audience in mind"). 


The new service has caused controversy amongst some former users of the iPlayer 
Radio app, who claim that the functionality does not have the same features as before, 
and that the new app is not supported for older versions of smartphones. Some 
broadsheet newspapers have claimed that these changes disproportionately affect older 
listeners, particularly those who listen to speech and comedy content on Radio 418 


Development[edit] 


BBC Sounds on the web was built from the ground up in the Node.js, React, Redux, 
and Express.js programming languages.“ The mobile applications were written 

in Swift for iOS, and in Kotlin for Android. Again these were written from the ground up. 
The apps were released on 26 June 2018,2% before the website had any Sounds 
branding, in order to gain early feedback. 


App features include the ability to look up station schedules, download and share 
media,“4# rewind live radio,“ and listen in-car via either Android Auto or Apple CarPlay.42 


Both the website and the apps are served with data from a single set of APIs called 
Radio and Music Services, or RMS,“4! microservices built in the Scala programming 
language. This single source of data replaces a large number of different services that 
powered earlier incarnations of the radio products.22 


See also[edit] 


EIESBBC portal 


e BBC Radio Explorer 
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BBC Red Button 


BUTTON 


BBC Red Button+ logo 


September 1999 


BBC 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


0.10% (All BBC Red Button feeds) 
(September 2018, BARB) 


United Kingdom 


English 


BBC Text (1999-2001) 
BBCi (2001-2008) 


Ceefax 


BBC One 

BBC Two 

BBC Three (online) 
BBC Four 

BBC News 

BBC Parliament 
CBBC 


CBeebies 


Website www.bbc.co.uk/redbutton!¢ nx 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Freeview Channels 601-606 (1-6) 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 980 (HD) 
Channels 981-986 (1-6) 


Sky (UK Channel 981 (HD) 

only) Channels 982-987 (2-6, 1) 
Cable 

Virgin Channel 990 (HD) 

Media Channels 991-996 (1-6) 


Streaming media 


TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


BBC Red Button homepage. 


BBC Red Button is a branding used for digital interactive television services provided 
by the BBC, and broadcast in the United Kingdom. The services replaced Ceefax, the 
BBC's analogue teletext service. 


History and branding|[ edit] 


The service was launched in September 1999 as BBC Text. It was relaunched in 
November 2001 under the BBCi brand and operated under this name until late 2008, 
when it was rebranded as BBC Red Button. The "red button" name refers to the 
common interface on remote controls for digital televisions and set-top boxes, a 

red push-button which launches digital teletext services. 


Although initially marketed as a spectacular new form of television, by 2008 this had 
given way to positioning iTV as ‘everyday’. This was due in part to the institutional 
landscape of television in the UK.4! 


BBC Text (1999-2001) [edit] 


BBC Text originally launched on digital terrestrial services in September 1999, and was 
later introduced on satellite and cable platforms. In the first phase, the service was 
created using content migrated from the existing analogue teletext service, Ceefax. A 
digital text service had been available since the launch of digital terrestrial television in 
November 1998, but the BBC Text service was not publicly launched until November 
1999, due to a lack of availability of compatible set-top boxes. 4 


BBC Text was considerably more advanced than Ceefax, in that it offered a richer visual 
interface, with the possibility of photographic images and designed graphics (as 
opposed to Ceefax graphics which were composed of simple blocks of colour). BBC Text 
also enabled channel association, the ability for the user to retain their selected 
television channel visible in one section of the screen whilst viewing the text service, in 
contrast to Ceefax, which could only be viewed as a full-screen display, or as a 
semitransparent overlay (i.e. opaque blocks of colour on top of the television channel, 
with the black background now transparent; not ‘translucent blocks of colour with a 
translucent black background’) above the television picture. The original text service 
had no return path, this being made available in later phases. 


BBC Text pioneered an early form of "on-demand" interactive television, called 
Enhanced TV. During the 1999 Wimbledon Championships, the BBC presented a service 
which allowed viewers to select a video stream of different matches, and access 
additional information such as player profiles, scores and interactive quizzes. Although 
the experimental service was publicly available, there were no digital set-top boxes or 
receivers available on the market which could decode the signal and the service was 
only presented to the public via BBC demonstrations using prototype receivers.2 


The BBCi brand (2001-2008) (edit] 


5A 


BBCi TV i-bar, 2001 


BBCi website navbar, 2004 


The BBCi brand launched in November 2001 and was conceived as a cohesive multi- 
platform brand name for all the BBC's digital interactive services, encompassing the 
corporation's digital teletext, interactive television and website services.“ According to 
the BBC, the "i" in BBCi stood for "interactivity" as well as "innovation". 


The various services all took on a common interface device, an "i-bar" branded with the 
BBCi logo, which sought to emphasise the brand across different technologies by 
providing similar navigation. For example, the BBC website, which had previously been 
called BBC Online, took on the BBCi brand from 2001, displaying an i-bar across the top 
of every page, offering a category-based navigation: Categories, TV, Radio, 
Communicate, Where | Live, A-Z Index, and a search. Similarly, BBC interactive 
television services all offered a horizontal i-bar along the bottom of television screens, 
with four colour-coded interactions linked to the four colour buttons on TV remote 
controls. 


After three years of consistent use across different platforms, the BBC began to drop 
the BBCi brand gradually; on 6 May 2004, the BBC website was renamed bbc.co.uk, 
after the main URL used to access the site.~ Interactive TV services continued under the 
BBCi brand until late 2008. 


Today, the broadcaster's online video player, the BBC iPlayer, reflects the branding 
legacy by retaining an i-prefix in its branding. 


BBC Red Button HD (2013 to 2018) (edit) 


In June 2013, a HD version of BBC Red Button was launched for the summertime. It 
closed on 25 November 2013 after the 50 anniversary of Doctor Who. It returned each 
year along with the other BBC Red Button channels as a temporary channel for the 
duration of the Wimbledon tennis tournament. On 26 March 2018, CBBC HD began its 
downtime and the relaunch of BBC Red Button HD took place to cover the 2018 
Commonwealth Games. It was added on Sky on channel 981 and Freeview channel 602 
on 3 April 2018 and closed on 16 April 2018 after the Games had concluded. 


The BBC Red Button brand (2008) (edit) 


From 2008, the BBC gradually began to drop the BBCi name from its digital interactive 
TV services also, replacing it with the name BBC Red Button. The BBCi logo continued in 
on-screen presentation for some time. 


In September 2009, the BBC celebrated 10 years of the digital interactive TV service.# 
BBC Connected Red Button (2012) [edit] 


BBC Connected Red Button launched in December 2012 on Virgin TiVo and on some 
Freeview and Freesat 'Smart TVs' in December 2013. The service is a composite IP and 


broadcast service and may be the future of Red Button on internet connected 
televisions. 


BBC Red Button+ (2015) [edit] 


The service was renamed BBC Red Button+ in April 2015. It launched with an updated 
brand.22 


Partial closure (2020)[edit] 


After nearly 21 years, the BBC announced in 2019 that due to financial cuts, the text 
services on Red Button on all platforms would be removed from 30th January 2020. The 
video services, used during events like Wimbledon and the Olympic Games, however, 
would continue. 


Availability[edit] 


BBC Red Button is available on all digital television platforms in the UK, including digital 
cable through Virgin Media, digital satellite through Sky and Freesat and digital 
terrestrial television through Freeview. It is also available in Ireland through Sky. On 
Freeview interactivity does not permit users to submit data (Such as answering 
questions in a quiz or requesting video on demand), as the platform does not provide 

a return path. BBC Red Button currently provides one video stream to all platforms, 
which can be accessed directly from Freeview channel 601, Freesat channel 981, Sky 
channel 980 and Virgin Media channel 991, however the feed is standard definition only. 
One advantage of the feed is the DVR ability as the conventional Red Button interaction 
restricts DVR record / pause / rewind functions, and is a major caveat for many. It is 
currently unknown if the BBC plans to re-introduce a permanent high-definition service 
of the direct channel feed, but until they do, viewers will continue to move to rival 
satellite services for high-definition broadcasts of live sporting events such as tennis, 
cycling and snooker.“4 The BBC does have the ability to increase the amount of streams 
during major events and has done so on numerous occasions, as follows: 


e 2012 Olympics: For the 2012 Summer Olympics and with it being a home 
games in London for the BBC, the BBC provided 24 live streams in standard 
and high-definition for the duration of the games.“ Additional online streams 
could also be accessed through the internet-connected BBC Red Button +. 

e 2016 Olympics: eight red button video streams were broadcast to all 
platforms during the 2016 Olympics. This was in addition to BBC 
Four continually broadcasting Olympic coverage and either BBC One or BBC 
Two broadcasting main coverage during the course of the each day.2 


Content[edit] 


This section's factual accuracy may be compromised due 

Co to out-of-date information. Please update this article to 
reflect recent events or newly available information. (February 
2012) 


Generally, BBC Red Button offers text and video based services, as well as enhanced 
television programmes which offer extra information, video or quizzes. 


In September 2005, BBCi launched an update to the interactivity available from 

the BBC's Radio channels on Freeview. Originally only Radiotext was available. After 
the update, users could access information about the programme, schedules, news, 
sport and weather. From 2005, Freeview users could access the CBBC Extra video 
stream. 


The same team behind the BBC's digital text service also launched the early 
incarnations of the BBC's Interactive Wimbledon and Interactive Open Golf services 
in 2000, which were awarded an Interactive BAFTA that year. 


The News Multiscreen was removed from the digital service in October 2009, to 
make room for future Freeview HD broadcasts." 


Here is a table of the contents of the BBC Red Button (Last updated October 2019):- 


Number 


a Name Category Notes 
100 Home Page N/A 
101 Naenae News Index of all stories on p104, use up and 
down then ok to select a story 
102 News Index News Index of categories in News Section 


Use left and right buttons to scroll 
104 Top News Story News through all stories indexed on 101, stories 
no longer have their own page 


144 Index of all UK NIA 
Political stories 


160 Around the UK N/A Index of UK Regional News sections 
199 Index of all A 
sections 


200 Business Business Loans & Home and Savings were removed 


a 
Business 
story 


Currencies - 
Foreign Business 
Exchange 


Football index 
Sport top story 


Formula 1 
Rugby Union 


a a 
index 


Sports not listed on p300 incl. Athletics, 
More Sport Sport Cycling, Snooker, and ‘Other sport 
index P headlines' for sports without their own 
section 
Around the UK ; : 
(sper Regional sports headlines 
o wener weaver 


“he a 
index 


Severe weather warnings and flood 
warnings 
The BBC Travel website closed in 
Travel Travel February 2017. As such there is no direct 
online successor to the Red Button travel 


Entertainment | Entertainme 
news 


Entertainment | Entertainme 


top story 


National Entertainme 
Lottery Results nt 


Sport 
Only active when required (e.g. following 
News : i 
a major UK or European election) 


Information on how subtitling can be 
Hel accessed via digital TV; unlike Ceefax, 
p subtitles cannot be accessed directly from 


Retuning Your 
Digital TV 

Regional sport 
sections 


4011- UK Forecast 


4017 Maps Weather 


9990 Help Help 


Compatibility/ edit] 


The service was initially compatible with ONdigital and ITV Digital boxes, though 
loading speeds were slower than newer Freeview boxes. 


Page numbers were introduced in 2004 to aid navigation, with 3-digit page numbers 
matching with those of the analogue Ceefax in 2006. Pages exclusive to digital are 
given a four digit number. An index navigation screen was also introduced, replacing 
the previous BBCi Menu. 


The Teletext service from the UK commercial broadcasters had stopped supporting 
the old boxes in 2005. As of 2010, the ONdigital boxes only load pages 100 and 199 
and some interactive services that use channel 301, if any other page is loaded it 
exits the service. 


Usage of these boxes dwindled further as technology developed. They used 
"original" technology and as such were not upgradable. Following each regional 
changeover to full digital TV broadcasting, the remaining units are no longer of use, 
as they do not support the "8K-mode" for DVB-T introduced across the UK as part of 
the digital switchover. 


See also[edit] 


BOASC portal 


e MHEG-5 Programming Language for Freeview 
e BBC Online 
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Not to be confused with Ceephax. 


For the album by Fridge, see Ceefax (album). 


Ceefax 


E|E|C 


Pages from Ceefax title card 


Country of origin United Kingdom 


Original language(s) English 


Production company(s) BBC 


Release 


Original network BEC analague 
(via "Text" button) 


BBC Two overnight 


Original release 23 September 1974 - 
23 October 2012 


Chronology 


Related shows Oracle (1974-1992) 
Teletext Ltd. (1993-2010) 


External links 
Website (Ceased) 


Production website (Ceased) 


Ceefax was the world's first teletext information service and a forerunner to the 
current BBC Red Button service. Ceefax was started by the BBC in 1974 and ended at 
23:32:19 BST on 23 October 2012, in line with the digital switchover being completed 
in Northern Ireland. The service then ceased after 38 years of broadcasting. #228 


History[edit] 


Early electro-mechanical system(edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please help improve 
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During the late 1960s, engineers Geoff Larkby and Barry Pyatt, at the Designs 
Department (Television Group) of the BBC, worked on an experimental analogue text 
transmission system. Its object was to transmit a printable page of text during the 
nocturnal "close-down" period of normal television transmission. Sir Hugh Carleton 
Greene, then Director General of the BBC, was interested in making farming and stock- 
market prices available as hard copy via the dormant TV transmitters. The remit 


received by BBC Designs Department was "the equivalent of one page of The 
Times newspaper to be transmitted during shut-down". 


Their system employed a modified, Alexander Muirhead designed, rotating drum, 
facsimile transmitter, and Larkby & Pyatt's own, unique, design of hard-copy printer. 
This printer used pressure-sensitive "till-roll" paper passing over a drum with a raised 
helix of steel wire. The drum was synchronised with the transmission drum by means of 
the "Start of Page", and "Start of Line" information inherent in the Muirhead system. 
Printing was effected by a hardened steel blade driven by, initially, a loudspeaker-type 
moving coil, then by a printed-circuit coil, and finally by a special ceramic piezo element 
manufactured by Brush-Clevite. The combination of rotating helix and oscillating 
moving blade, with the till-roll paper moving linearly between them, enabled a raster to 
be drawn on the paper. 


Fully-electronic version(edit] 


Early test data being received in 1972 - a pangram and numbers 


The idea was later taken up again, this time in digital and on-screen form, under the 
new name of CEEFAX, and the new system was announced in October 1972, and 
following test transmissions in 1972-74, the Ceefax system went live on 23 September 
1974 with thirty pages of information. Created in the United Kingdom in the early 1970s 
by the Philips Lead Designer for VDUs John Adams, his design was given to the BBC so 
they could start transmission. BBC were working on ways of providing televisual 
subtitles for deaf people, it was the first teletext system in the world. James Redmond, 
the BBC's Director of Engineering at the time, was a particular enthusiast. Other 
broadcasters soon took up the idea, including the Independent Broadcasting 

Authority (IBA), who had developed the incompatible ORACLE teletext system, at 
around the same time. Before the Internet and the World Wide Web become popular, 
Ceefax pages were often the first location to report a breaking story or headline. 


After technical negotiations, the two broadcasters settled in 1974 on a single standard, 
different from both Ceefax and ORACLE, which ultimately developed into World System 
Teletext (1976), and which remained in use for analogue broadcasts until 2012. The 
display format of 24 rows by 40 columns of characters was also adopted for 

the Prestel system. 


The technology became the standard European teletext system and replaced other 
standards, including the Antiope system formerly used in France. 


In 1983, Ceefax started to broadcast computer programs, known as telesoftware, for 
the BBC Micro (a home computer available in the United Kingdom). The telesoftware 
broadcasts stopped in 1989. A similar idea was the French C Plus Direct satellite 
channel which used different, higher speed technology to broadcast PC software. aio. 


needed) 


The basic technology of Ceefax remained compatible with the 1976 unified rollout; 
system elaborations in later years were made such that earlier receivers were still able 


to do a basic decode of pages, but would simply ignore enhanced information rather 
than showing corrupted data. ‘stztiaxneedea 


Closure{edit] 


5 Oct 
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ALL THE LATEST SPORT FROM YOUR AREA 


A BBC Ceefax page from 5 October 2008 


EEFAK 1 10 


HOR CEEFRH 


The final second of live broadcast, before the final switch off 


Until 2012, the BBC's Ceefax service was still providing information on topics covering 
News, Sport, Weather, TV Listings and Businesses. The pages were kept up to date until 
the UK digital switchover was completed on Tuesday 23 October 2012. 


In 2002, the BBC stopped broadcasting Ceefax on the digital satellite Sky 
Digital service, but later brought back a limited service including a TV schedule for BBC 
One and BBC Two; and subtitles. 


The BBC has tried to reuse the old Ceefax page numbers where possible on 
the Freeview and digital satellite BBC Red Button Ceefax-replacement services.“ 


It was announced that Ceefax would not be replaced when the analogue signal was 
switched off in October 2012.21 The BBC Red Button service is seen as an alternative to 
Ceefax and since 2007 the number of regions with a Ceefax supported analogue signal 
had declined as digital switchover progressed across the UK. As of the end of 2011, 
three quarters of the UK TV regions had completed or were in the process of being 
switched over. 


Ceefax was the last remaining text service available via analogue TV transmissions in 
the UK, as ITV and Channel 4's Teletext service closed in December 2009. Channel 5's 
"Five Text" ancillary service closed in 2011. A limited analogue teletext service through 


ITV and Channel 4 was still available through terrestrial until the digital switchover was 
completed on 23 October 2012. 


At 23:32:19 BST on 23 October 2012, Ceefax was switched off after 38 years of 
providing news, weather and sport information when the Olympic 

Games champion Dame Mary Peters turned off the last analogue TV signal in Northern 
Ireland. A series of graphics on Ceefax's front page marked its 38 years on the BBC. 

™ BBC News' website also has memories of Ceefax.! 


In a tongue-in-cheek article on the 2017 general election, The Guardian gave political 
satirist Lord Buckethead a "Best Policy" award for the latter's manifesto pledge to bring 
back Ceefax. 


BBC Red Button service[edit] 
Main article: BBC Red Button 


The analogue switch-off in the UK saw the closure of Ceefax in October 2012. Its 
replacement, BBC Red Button, is available on most digital services 

including Freeview, Virgin Media, Sky and Freesat. BBC Red Button is accessed by 
pressing the red button or the text button on any BBC channel. As well as being able to 
display plain text, BBC Red Button offers richer graphics than Ceefax and a number of 
interactive video streams. Pages can be navigated to by scrolling with the remote or 
entering the correct page number; most of the page numbers previously used on 
Ceefax are the same on BBC Red Button, such as sports being on page number 301 with 
football on 302 and football results on 316. The new BBC Red Button Service is used as 
much as Ceefax'tatinneedel and is especially popular among football fans. !ttez22edea 


In September 2019, the BBC announced that the Red Button service would be 
discontinued in 2020, ending 45 years of text content delivery via TV broadcast. 1% 


Technology| edit] 


The Ceefax/ORACLE standard was internationalised in the 1980s as World System 
Teletext, which was adopted into the international standard CCIR 653 (now ITU- 

R BT.653) of 1986 as CCIR Teletext System B. As with other teletext systems, text and 
simple graphics are transmitted in-band with the picture signal, and decoded by 
controller circuitry. 


Pages and content/edit] 


Pages were retrieved using a three-digit number. From the 1996 relaunch onwards, the 
main sections were organised as follows: 


e 100s - News 

e 200s - Business News 

e 300s - Sport 

e 400s - Weather and Travel 

e 500s - Entertainment (including 555 - National Lottery results and 570 - Newsround) 
e 600s - TV and Radio Listings 

e 888 - Subtitles 


Pages from Ceefax(edit] 


Pages from Ceefax was a selection of content from the Ceefax service and normally 
only shown in the absence of any other programming. It consisted of selected Ceefax 
pages (typically news) transmitted as an ordinary TV picture which was viewable on any 
receiver. Audio accompaniment typically consisted of stock music or sometimes a 
discontinuous tone. 


The limited set of rolling pages shown on Pages from Ceefax had been accessible at any 
time of day on teletext-equipped televisions on page 198 (BBC1) and 298 (BBC2), 
moving to page 196 in 1992 and to page 152 in November 1996. 


In a similar manner, Channel 4 showed pages from Oracle from 1983 until 1989 and 4- 
Tel On View from 1983 until 1997, and in the late 1980s and early 1990s some ITV 
companies broadcast /obfinder which consisted of teletext pages showing job vacancies 
and related information. /TV Nightscreen also used teletext pages in its first few years 
on air. 


In-vision history/edit] 


In-vision Ceefax was first shown in March 1980, originally in 30-minute slots and by 
1983 it was a common filler during daytime downtime. 


From March 1983, BBC1 started to air a selection of Ceefax pages every weekday 
morning at 6.00am called Ceefax AM which would lead into the start of Breakfast 

Time at 6.30am. From May 1983, BBC1 would transmit Ceefax pages during their 
weekday daytime hours, as BBC1 did not have a codified daytime schedule at that time. 
This situation continued until Monday 27 October 1986, when BBC1 launched a full 
daytime schedule, resulting in the only Ceefax transmission on BBC1 being the weekday 
6.00am Ceefax AM broadcast." 


On BBC2 from 19 September 1983, a selection of Ceefax pages would air for a large 
part of their broadcast day, especially when schools programmes were not on the air, 
and on many occasions until September 1986, Pages from Ceefax would air 
continuously from 9.00am until the start of regular programming at around 5.30pm. 


The daytime transmissions were originally billed on-air as Ceefax in Vision but from 7 
January 1984, the Radio Times began to list daytime Ceefax transmissions under the 
title of Pages from Ceefax.41 


From the late 1980s onwards, Pages from Ceefax was increasingly marginalised by the 
BBC's move towards a near-continuous service and by the start of the 1990s they were 
shown for short periods before the first programme of the day. However, when the BBC 
launched The Learning Zone in 1995, it was shown during overnight downtime although 
latterly BBC News filled many of the late night/early morning gaps in the schedules. 


The last Pages from Ceefax broadcast on BBC1 was on 9 November 1997 but they 
continued to be broadcast on BBC2 until the Ceefax service was closed down. The final 
transmission was in the early hours of Monday 22 October 2012 and featured special 
continuity announcements and a specially created end caption featuring various Ceefax 
graphics from over the years.22! The music chosen for the final minutes was "BART" by 
Ruby, which had been frequently used for Pages from Ceefax and for other continuity. 
Since then, overnight downtime has been filled with a rolling loop of previews of 
forthcoming BBC Two programmes (and for a brief period in September 2016, BBC 
Parliament highlights #4). 


Teefax[edit] 
Teefax is a revamped version of Ceefax for the Raspberry Pi computer introduced in 
August 2016 by Peter Kwan. To view Teefax, enthusiasts connect a Raspberry Pi running 
appropriate software to the signal input of a Teletext-capable TV.22 Kwan said: “It's like 
the modern-day equivalent of restoring steam engines. It's completely useless but it 
keeps us occupied." The service has 12 pages of up-to-date news and Kwan hopes to 
create an online archive of old teletext pages from Britain, Germany and France.4824 
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For the BBC's commercial studios arm, see BBC Studioworks. 


BBC Studios 


BECA STUDIOS 


Type Public subsidiary 

Industry Television production 
Predecessor BBC Worldwide 

Founded 27 February 2015; 4 years ago 


Headquarters Television Centre 
101 Wood Lane, 


London, England 


Area served United Kingdom 

Key people Tim Davie (Chief executive officer)™ 
Parent BBC 

Divisions Demon Music Group 


2 Entertain 


Website www.bbcstudios.com 


BBC Studios is a British television production and distribution company. It is a 
commercial arm of the BBC, bringing together the majority of the former BBC 
Television division's in-house production departments; Comedy, Drama (both combined 
as Scripted in the new division), Entertainment, Music & Events, and Factual.” BBC 
News and BBC Radio remain separate internal production divisions in the BBC (although 
BBC Radio Comedy is part of BBC Studios), and the rest of the former BBC Television 


division (channels and genre commissioning, as well as BBC Sport, Children's and 
Family and Learning, BBC Three and BBC iPlayer) now form the BBC Content division. 


The division was formed in 2016 with an intent to make it a for-profit entity in the 
future, which would allow it to produce programming for other broadcasters to 
supplement the income received through the licence fee. In exchange, the BBC agreed 
to place production of much of its non-news programmes to tender, allowing third-party 
independents to compete with BBC Studios on bids to produce them. 


The formal establishment of BBC Studios as a commercial entity occurred in April 2017. 
In April 2018, BBC Studios subsumed the BBC's existing international distribution 

arm BBC Worldwide, to make it both a distributor and producer of programmes in line 
with other major multinational studio conglomerates. 


History[edit] 


BBC Studios Ltd. as a production company was first registered on 27 February 2015.2 In 
September 2015, the BBC's general director Tony Hall announced a proposal to split the 
BBC's in-house production units for non-news television programming into a separate 
BBC Studios division, which would eventually, with BBC Trust approval as part of the 
next revision to the BBC's charter, be spun-out as a for-profit subsidiary of the BBC. This 
proposal would allow the BBC's units to produce programmes for other broadcasters 
and digital outlets (which could be done in conjunction with its international distribution 
arm BBC Worldwide) in addition to the BBC's publicly funded properties. As a for-profit 
company, BBC Studios would be allowed to pay higher wages to its executives and 
talent, and no longer face scrutiny over them as it did as a public entity.“ The proposal 
was described by The Guardian as being "one of the biggest changes to the BBC in its 
93-year history". 


The proposal attracted criticism from independent studios, who felt that it would result 
in the formation of a "super-indie" that would unduly benefit from "guaranteed" 
programme commissions from the BBC. As part of the split, the BBC planned 

to tender its programmes, so that independent producers and BBC Studios could bid for 
the rights to produce its non-news programming, outside of top shows assigned to BBC 
Studios. The re-organisation and formation of BBC Studios as a division of the BBC was 
completed in April 2016. In September 2016, the BBC announced that it would tender 
its non-news programmes over the next 11 years, beginning with programmes such 

as A Question of Sport, Holby City and Songs of Praise mew 


In October 2016, the BBC announced that it planned to lay off 300 employees from the 
division seen as redundant. In December 2016, BBC Studios announced that it had 
reached an agreement with Producers Alliance for Cinema and Television (PACT) in 
regards to the tendering plan, stating that it would tender at least 40% of the "in-house 
guarantee" within two years of approval of the transition.22 The BBC Trust subsequently 
approved the creation of BBC Studios as a commercial subsidiary, with the process 
expected to be completed in April 2017 .u221 


On 29 November 2017, the BBC announced that BBC Worldwide would be merged into 
BBC Studios effective 1 April 2018. The BBC stated that by handling both the production 
and sales of its programming within one unit, it would improve efficiency and be in line 
with the "global norms" of other major international media companies.“224 Technically, 
BBC Ventures Group Ltd.2“*#|, was renamed BBC Studios Group Ltd. on 3 April 2018, and 
then BBC Studios Ltd. 1 October 2018;"» also in October, the production company 


established in 2015 was renamed BBC Studios Productions Ltd., and so did BBC 
Worldwide Ltd., which was renamed BBC Studios Distribution Ltd.22 


Television channels[edit] 
See also: BBC Television § BBC Studios 


e BBC America = 
e BBC Arabic TV 


e BBC Brit 

e BBC Canada i+ 

e BBC Earth 

e BBC Entertainment 
e BBC First 


o BBC First (Australia) BH 

o BBC First (Netherlands) = 
e BBCHD 
e BBC Kids 
e BBC Knowledge 


e BBC Lifestyle 
e BBC UKTV x 
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Assets and brands[edit] _ 


e Owns video publishing company 2 Entertain with products dual branded 2 Entertain 
and BBC. 

e Owns Demon Music Group. 

e The BBC Shops closed in 2016, although Worldwide retain Doctor Who and Top 
Gear-branded online shops. 

e Operates the BBC Motion Gallery. 

e 12.2% stake in production company Left Bank Pictures.@4 

e 25% stake in Cliffhanger Productions independent production company."# 

e 25% stake in BBC Children's Books, an imprint of Penguin Group who hold a 75% 
staken% 

e Licences the publishing of magazine titles to the Immediate Media Company. The 
titles were formerly published in-house by BBC Magazines. 

e Licences audio content to Penguin Random House UK for global sales and 
distribution.2424 Titles were previously published in-house by BBC Radio 
Collection and BBC Audiobooks and later by AudioGO, in which BBC Studios held a 
15% stake. 221231 


e Minority share in BBC Books, with Random House Group taking majority share. 
241 Books published using BBC Books brand. 

e Minority stake in BBC Active, with Pearson PLC taking the majority share.” The 
brand publishes educational material. 

e In partnership with ITV, launched a SVOD service BritBox in March 2017 in the U.S, 
has since expanded into the UK and Canada. #1271 


Notes[edit] 


1. 


^ Originally registered as FFW 1987 Ltd. on 18 June 2002, renamed as BBC Ventures 
Group Ltd. on 15 August 2002.25 
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Criticism of the BBC 
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The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) took its present form on 1 January 1927 
when Sir John Reith became its first Director General. Reith stated that impartiality and 
objectivity were the essence of professionalism in broadcasting. 


Allegations that the corporation lacks impartial and objective journalism are regularly 
made by observers, on both the left and right of the political spectrum. 


Another key area of criticism is the mandatory licence fee, as commercial competitors 
argue that this means of financing is unfair and has the result of limiting their ability to 
compete with the corporation. Also, accusations of waste or over-staffing occasionally 

prompt comments from politicians and the rest of the media. 


20th century[edit] 
The Thatcher government(edit] 


Accusations of a left-wing bias were often made against the Corporation by members 
of Margaret Thatcher's 1980s Conservative government. Norman Tebbit called the BBC 
the "Stateless Person's Broadcasting Corporation" because of what he regarded as its 
unpatriotic and neutral coverage of the Falklands War, and Conservative MP Peter 
Bruinvels called it the "Bolshevik Broadcasting Corporation."™ Steve Barnett wrote 

in The Observer in 2001 that in 1983, Stuart Young, the “accountant and brother of one 
of Thatcher's staunchest cabinet allies", David Young, was appointed as BBC chairman. 


After him, in 1986, came Marmaduke Hussey, a "brother-in-law of another Cabinet 
Minister. ... According to the then-Tory party chairman, Norman Tebbit, Hussey was 
appointed 'to get in there and sort the place out'".2 


Controversies continued with the likes of the Nationwide general election special with 
Thatcher in 1983, a Panorama documentary called Maggie's Militant Tendency, the Real 
Lives interview with Martin McGuinness, the BBC's coverage of the United States' 1986 
Bombing of Libya and the Zircon affair. In 1987, the Director-General of the 

BBC Alasdair Milne was forced to resign. Thatcher later said: "I have fought three 
elections against the BBC and don't want to fight another against it." In 2006 Tebbit 
said: "The BBC was always against Lady Thatcher." 


Mark Thompson, Director General of the BBC said in 2010 "In the BBC I joined 30 years 
ago [as a production trainee, in 1979], there was, in much of current affairs, in terms of 
people's personal politics, which were quite vocal, a massive bias to the left. The 
organisation did struggle then with impartiality." 


21st century[edit] 


BBC News forms a major department of the Corporation, and receives many complaints 
of bias. The Centre for Policy Studies has stated that, "Since at least the mid-1980s, the 
Corporation has often been criticised for a perceived bias against those on the centre- 
right of politics." Similar allegations have been made by past and present employees 
such as Antony Jay,“ North American editor Justin Webb,“ former editor of 

the Today programme Rod Liddle,™ former correspondent Robin Aitken"? and Peter 
Sissons, a former news presenter." 


Former political editor Andrew Marr argued in 2006 that the liberal bias of the BBC is 
the product of the types of people the Corporation employs, and is thus cultural not 
political. In 2011, Peter Oborne wrote in his Daily Telegraph blog, "Rather than 
representing the nation as a whole, it [the BBC] has become a vital resource - and 
sometimes attack weapon - for a narrow, arrogant Left-Liberal elite".22 


Speaking to journalists at a Broadcasting Press Guild lunch in 2009, Jeremy Hunt, 

the Shadow Cabinet Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, claimed that BBC 
News needed more people from the centre-right: "I wish they would go and actively look 
for some Conservatives to be part of their news-gathering team, because they have 
acknowledged that one of their problems is that people who want to work at the 
Corporation tend to be from the centre-left. That's why they have this issue with what 
Andrew Marr called an innate liberal bias."22! 


Other commentators have taken the opposite view and criticised the BBC for being part 
of The Establishment. The commentator Mehdi Hasan in the New Statesman pointed out 
the right-wing backgrounds of many BBC presenters and journalists, querying why even 
many "liberals and leftists" accept the right's description of BBC bias. 

241 Guardian columnist Owen Jones is also of the opinion that the BBC is biased towards 
the right owing to numerous key posts being filled by Conservatives. 2! 


A study by Cardiff University academics, funded by the BBC Trust, was published in 
August 2013, examining the BBC's coverage of a broad range of issues. One of the 
findings was the dominance of party political sources. In coverage of immigration, the 
EU and religion, these accounted for 49.4% of all source appearances in 2007 and 
54.8% in 2012. The data also showed that the Conservative Party received significantly 
more airtime than the Labour Party. In 2012 Conservative leader David 

Cameron outnumbered Labour leader Ed Miliband in appearances by a factor of nearly 


four to one (53 to 15), while Conservative cabinet members and ministers outnumbered 
their Labour counterparts by more than four to one (67 to 15),28 


Former Director General of the BBC, Greg Dyke, has criticised the BBC as part of a 
"Westminster conspiracy" to maintain the British political system.24 


In the run up to the 2019 UK General Election, the BBC was accused by some Labour 
politicians and pundits of coverage that favours the ruling Conservative Party. For 
instance, they took issue with a clip used from a BBC Question Time leader's special 
episode where the part showing audience laughter at Prime Minister Boris Johnson's 
response to a certain question was edited out. BBC officials addressed the issue and 
admitted their mistake. Furthermore, the BBC was accused of subjecting Jeremy Corbyn 
and Jo Swinson to a gruelling interview by Andrew Neil but not requiring Boris Johnson to 
go through the same and arranging it beforehand. Guardian columnist Owen Jones also 
took issue with the BBC rescinding its policy to not let Johnson be interviewed by 
Andrew Marr unless he goes through one with Neil. The BBC defended its decision to 
waive the requirement by citing national interest amidst a terror attack in London on 29 
November 2019, 28191 


Racism (edit] 


The BBC has also been accused of racism. In a speech to the Royal Television Society in 
2008, Lenny Henry said that ethnic minorities were "pitifully underserved" in television 
comedy and that little had changed at senior levels in terms of ethnic representation 
during his 32 years in television.22 Jimmy McGovern, in a 2007 interview, called the BBC 
"one of the most racist institutions in England".24 


In 2001, BBC director-general Greg Dyke said that the BBC was "hideously white", and 
acknowledged difficulties with "race relations". He acknowledged that it was having 
difficulties in retaining minority staff and outlined plans towards solving these problems. 
[22] 


Rageh Omaar, the Somali-born British journalist and former BBC war correspondent who 
reported the US-led invasion of Iraq in 2003,23 called BBC a "white man’s club" after he 

resigned to join Al-Jazeera in 2006.24 Later, in 2007, while being interviewed by Hannah 
Pool of The Guardian, he accused the BBC of classism too.25 


The BBC, which is legally obliged to be an equal opportunities employer, had a 2012 
target for 12.5% of its staff to be from a black or minority ethnic background (12% at 31 
January 2009).28 The BBC's buildings are largely based in urban areas with a more 
diverse demography than the UK as a whole (30% ethnic minority population in London 
and about 15% in the Manchester/Salford area), whereas the 12.5% figure is over 4% 
higher than the current percentage of ethnic minorities in the United Kingdom as a 
whole. However, it has been argued that many of its ethnic minority members of staff 
are cleaners and security guards and not presenters and programme makers.24 The 
Guardian reported: "The BBC has pledged to increase the number of black, Asian and 
minority ethnic (BAME) people on air by more than 40% over the next three years and 
almost double the number of senior managers from those groups who work at the 
corporation by 2020."2s 


Indarjit Singh, chief of Britain's Network of Sikh Organisations, criticised the BBC Asian 
Network, a radio station intended for an audience of South Asian origin, saying "Stations 
like BBC Asian Network do little to encourage integration and social cohesion because 
they allow communities to ghettoise themselves".22! 


In September 2019, the BBC's Editorial Complaints Unit upheld a complaint that 
television presenter Naga Munchetty breached their editorial guidelines in her criticism 


of racist comments made by US President Donald Trump about 

four American congresswomen.® This decision was criticised by the BBC's black and 
ethnic minority (BAME) network. 44 British actors, broadcasters and journalists of BAME 
origin wrote a letter asking for the BBC to reconsider the decision.24 Ofcom initiated a 
parallel assessment of the decision.24 Her fellow co-host Dan Walker was also named in 
the initial complaint but no action was taken by the BBC against him due to the 
complainant's follow up complaint focusing solely on Munchetty.®2 In response Tony 
Hall, the director-general of the BBC, intervened and reversed the decision to uphold 
the complaint on 30 September. 


Homophobia(edit] 


The Independent reported the findings of a University of Leeds study in March 2006 
which accused the BBC of being "institutionally homophobic" towards the LGBT 
community. The Leeds researchers found that 80% of portrayals by the BBC of those 
who are gay or lesbian were negative and accounted for just 0.4% of output. Focus 
groups used in the study accused the BBC of being the worst broadcaster in terms of 
gay and lesbian issues and their portrayal of them.& 


In 2015, the BBC was criticised for shortlisting boxer Tyson Fury for Sports Personality of 
the Year, despite his making controversial remarks about homosexuality, women and 
abortion®@. A BBC Northern Ireland journalist, Andy West, resigned from the BBC after 
he was suspended for publicly criticising the decision=. 


Safeguarding Impartiality in the 21st Century(edit] 


A report commissioned by the BBC Trust, Safeguarding Impartiality in the 21st Century, 
881 published in June 2007, stressed that the BBC needed to take more care in being 
impartial. It said the BBC broke its own guidelines by screening an episode of The Vicar 
of Dibley that promoted the Make Poverty History campaign.&2 The bias was explained 
as the result of the BBC's liberal culture.“ A transcript of the impartiality seminar is 
included as a separately published appendix to the report available via the BBC Trust.“ 


After press reports emerged that BBC employees had edited the Wikipedia article's 
coverage of the report, the BBC issued new guidelines banning BBC staff from 
"sanitising" Wikipedia articles about the BBC.“ 


Immigration and the European Union(edit] 


In 2005, two independent reports deemed the BBC's coverage of the European Union to 
be rather inadequate and one of the reports noted a "cultural and unintentional bias".“ 


In July 2013, a report“ commissioned by the BBC Trust found that the organisation had 
been slow to reflect widespread public concerns about immigration to the UK, and shifts 
in public attitudes within the UK towards the European Union. The report, by Stuart 
Prebble, stated that Helen Boaden, the former director of BBC News, had said that when 
she arrived at the organisation there had been a "deep liberal bias" in the handling of 
immigration issues. It also stated that, within the BBC, "the agenda of debate is 
probably too driven by the views of politicians", but that "overall the breadth of opinion 
reflected by the BBC on this subject is broad and impressive, and no persuasive 
evidence was found that significant areas of opinion are not given due weight today." It 
also stated that the BBC was "slow to give appropriate prominence to the growing 
weight of opinion opposing UK membership of the EU, but in more recent times has 
achieved a better balance". ssns 


To contrast, in 2018, former BBC (now ITV) journalist Robert Peston accused the 
organisation of not being "confident enough" in pointing out false arguments during the 
campaign, and giving a false balance of impartiality. Peston said that the organisation 
"out people on with diametrically opposed views and didn't give their viewers and 
listeners any help in assessing which one was the loony and which one was the 

genius. ... Impartial journalism is not giving equal airtime to two people one of whom 
says the world is flat and the other one says the world is round".“4 


Specific allegations[edit] 
Anti-Hindu bias and Indophobiaj(edit] 


Writing for The Hindu Business Line, reporter Premen Addy criticises the BBC's 
reportage on South Asia as consistently anti-India and pro-lslamist,“# and that they 
underreport India's economic and social achievements, as well as political and 
diplomatic efforts, and disproportionately highlight and exaggerate problems in the 
country. In addition, Addy alludes to discrimination against Indian anchors and reporters 
in favour of Muslim Pakistani and Bangladeshi ones who are hostile to India. 


Journalist Christopher Booker has also criticized the BBC for its coverage of India-related 
matters. He concludes that the BBC's efforts to reinforce Stereotypes of South 

Asians has been directly responsible for damaging the image of India, and encouraging 

racist incidents against Indians, such as the Leipzig University internship controversy." 


Writing for the 2008 edition of the peer-reviewed Historical Journal of Film, Radio and 
Television, Alasdair Pinkerton analyses the coverage of India by the BBC since India's 
independence from British rule in 1947 until 2008. Pinkerton observes a tumultuous 
history involving allegations of anti-India bias in the BBC's reportage, particularly during 
the cold war, and concludes that the BBC's coverage of South Asian geopolitics and 
economics shows a pervasive and hostile anti-India bias due to the BBC's 

alleged imperialist and neo-colonialist stance. 5% 


In 2008, the BBC was criticised for referring to the men who carried out the November 
2008 Mumbai attacks as "gunmen", rather than "terrorists" as used to describe the 
attacks in UK.&421531 This follows a steady stream of complaints from India that the BBC 
has an Indophobic bias that stems from a culturally ingrained racism against 

Indians arising from the British Raj. !#r2eecea Rediff reporter Arindam Banerji has 
chronicled what he argues are numerous cases of Indophobic bias from the BBC 
regarding reportage, selection bias, misrepresentation, and fabrications, !taternecdea 
(disputed - discuss! |ì protest against the use of the word "gunmen" by the BBC, 

journalist Mobashar Jawed "M.J." Akbar refused to take part in an interview following 
the Mumbai terror attacks,©" and criticised the BBC's reportage of the incident. British 
parliamentarian Stephen Pound has supported these claims, referring to the BBC's 
whitewashing of the terror attacks as "the worst sort of mealy mouthed posturing. It is 
desperation to avoid causing offence which ultimately causes more offence to 
everyone, "54 


Indian Army/ edit] 


The BBC is also criticised for covering conflicts in South Asia with an anti-India bias. For 
instance, the network made false allegations that the Indian Army stormed a 

sacred Muslim shrine, the tomb of Hazrat Sheikh Noor-u-din Noorani in Charari Sharief, 
and only retracted the claim after strong criticism. 52 


Pakistani propaganda against India| edit] 


A report from the BBC accused India of sponsoring Pakistan's Muttahida Qaumi 
Movement (MQM party), a domestic party based out of Karachi, to fund anti-Pakistani 
activities. However, the only source mentioned in this report was an "authoritative 
Pakistani source", rather than independent investigation.© The flawed reporting was 
severely criticized by India and other prominent journalists like Barkha Dutt.©2 The 
report was extensively circulated in Pakistani domestic media to fuel propaganda and 
conspiracy theories. 


Anti-Hindu bias/ edit] 


Hindu groups in the United Kingdom have accused the BBC of anti-Hindu bigotry and 
whitewashing Islamist hate groups that demonise the British Indian minority. 


In 2005, the Vivekananda Centre London and the Hindu Council(UK) reported an 
institutional anti Hindu bias and stated that "Anything that may show Hinduism in a 
poor light is immediately picked up by the BBC programme makers, while anything that 
may show Hinduism in a glorious light remains ignored by the BBC." 


In March 2012, the BBC referred to the Hindu festival of Holi as a "filthy festival". The 
Webster New World Dictionary defines "filthy" as "full of filth, disgustingly foul; grossly 
obscene; morally vicious or corrupt". The BBC has since apologised for the offence 
caused.) 


Anti-Sikh bias/ edit] 


In 2009, the BBC Asian Network angered Sikhs for a show in which Muslim 

presenter Adil Ray expressed that Sikhs should not always carry their kirpan, a 
ceremonial dagger and key item of their faith. The BBC rejected the charge, but deleted 
the show from their website.2% 


Anti-Israel bias[edit] 


Biased reporting of Israeli-Palestinian conflict/ edit] 


Criticism of the BBC's Middle East coverage from supporters of both Israel and the 
Palestinians led the BBC to commission an investigation and report from a senior 
broadcast journalist Malcolm Balen, referred to as the Balen Report and completed in 
2004. The BBC's refusal to release the report under the Freedom of Information Act 
2000 resulted in a long-running and ongoing legal case.'™*! This led to speculation that 
the report was damning, as well as to accusations of hypocrisy, as the BBC frequently 
made use itself of Freedom of Information Act requests when researching news stories. 
166] 


After the Balen report, the BBC appointed a committee chosen by the Governors and 
referred to by the BBC as an "independent panel report" to write a report for publication 
which was completed in 2006. Chaired by the British Board of Film 

Classification president, Sir Quentin Thomas, the committee found that "apart from 
individual lapses, there was little to suggest deliberate or systematic bias" in the BBC's 
reporting of the middle east. However, their coverage had been "inconsistent," "not 
always providing a complete picture" and "misleading", and that the BBC failed to 
adequately report the hardships of Palestinians living under occupation. ©! Reflecting 
concerns from all sides of the conflict, the committee highlighted certain identifiable 
shortcomings and made four recommendations, including the provision of a stronger 
editorial "guiding hand". 


Of the report's findings regarding the dearth of BBC reporting of the difficulties faced by 
the Palestinians, Richard Ingrams wrote in The Independent that "No sensible person 
could quarrel with that judgement". Martin Walker, then the editor of United Press 
International, agreed that the report implied favouritism towards Israel, but said this 
suggestion "produced mocking guffaws in my newsroom" and went on to list a number 
of episodes of (in his view) clear pro-Palestinian bias on the part of the BBC.“ Writing 

in Prospect magazine, Conservative MP Michael Gove wrote that the report was neither 
independent nor objective. 


Former BBC Middle East correspondent Tim Llewellyn wrote in 2004 that the BBC's 
coverage allowed an Israeli view of the conflict to dominate, as demonstrated by 
research conducted by the Glasgow Media Group.! 


Douglas Davis, the London correspondent of The Jerusalem Post, has accused the BBC 
of being anti-Israel. He wrote that the BBC's coverage of the Arab-Israeli conflict was a 
"portrayal of Israel as a demonic, criminal state and Israelis as brutal oppressors" and 
resembled a "campaign of vilification" that had de-legitimised the State of Israel. 

731 "Anglicans for Israel", the pro-Israel pressure group, have berated the BBC for 
apparent anti-Israel bias.“ 


The Daily Telegraph has criticised the BBC for its coverage of the Middle East. In 2007, 
the newspaper wrote, "In its international and domestic news reporting, the corporation 
has consistently come across as naive and partial, rather than sensitive and unbiased. 
Its reporting of Israel and Palestine, in particular, tends to underplay the hate-filled 
Islamist ideology that inspires Hamas and other factions, while never giving Israel the 
benefit of the doubt." 


In April 2004, Natan Sharansky who was then Israel's minister for diaspora affairs wrote 
to the BBC accusing its Middle East correspondent, Orla Guerin, as having a "deep- 
seated bias against Israel" following her description of the Israeli army's handling of the 
arrest of Hussam Abdo, who was captured with explosives strapped to his chest, as 
"cynical manipulation of a Palestinian youngster for propaganda purposes. "7% 


In March 2006 a report about the Arab-Israeli conflict on the BBC's online service was 
criticised in a BBC Governors Report as unbalanced and creating a biased impression. 
The article's account of United Nations Security Council Resolution 242 in 1967 
concerning the Six-Day War between Israel and a coalition of Egypt, Jordan and Syria 
"suggested the UN called for Israel's unilateral withdrawal from territories seized during 
the six-day war, when in fact, it called for a negotiated ‘land for peace’ settlement 
between Israel and ‘every state in the area’. The committee considered that by 
selecting only references to Israel, the article had breached editorial standards on both 
accuracy and impartiality" 77031 


On 7 March 2008, news anchor Geeta Guru-Murthy clarified significant errors in the 
BBC's coverage of the Mercaz HaRav massacre that had been exposed by media 
monitor Committee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting in America. Correspondent 
Nick Miles had informed viewers that "hours after the attack, Israeli bulldozers 
destroyed his [the perpetrator's] family home." This was not the case, and other 
broadcasters showed the east Jerusalem home to be intact and the family 
commemorating their son's actions. 


On 14 March 2008, the BBC accepted that in an article on their website of an IDF 
operation that stated "The Israeli air force said it was targeting a rocket firing team. ... 
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon has condemned Israel's attacks on Palestinian 
civilians, calling them inappropriate and disproportionate", they should have made 
reference to what [Ban] said about Palestinian rocket attacks as well as to the excessive 


use of force by Israel. The article was additionally amended to remove the reference of 
Israeli ‘attacks on civilians' as Ban Ki-Moon's attributed comments were made weeks 
earlier to the UN Security Council, and not in reference to that particular attack, and in 
fact, he had never used such terminology. 


The BBC received intense criticism in January 2009 for its decision not to broadcast a 
television appeal by aid agencies on behalf of the people of Gaza during the 2008-2009 
Israel-Gaza conflict, on the grounds that it could compromise the BBC's journalistic 
impartiality. A number of protesters asserted that this showed pro-Israeli bias,2" while 
some analysts suggested that the BBC's decision in this matter derived from its concern 
to avoid anti-Israeli bias as analysed in the Balen report. Parties criticising the 
decision, included Church of England archbishops, British government ministers and 
even some BBC employees. More than 11,000 complaints were filed in a three-day 
span. The BBC's director general, Mark Thompson, explained that the corporation had a 
duty to cover the Gaza dispute in a "balanced, objective way", and was concerned 
about endorsing something that could "suggest the backing one side". Politicians such 
as Tony Benn broke the corporation's ban on the appeal and broadcast the Gaza appeal 
on BBC News, saying that "If the BBC won't broadcast the appeal, then I'm going to do it 
myself", and adding that "no one [working for the broadcaster] agrees with what the 
BBC has done". 


Mohamed ElBaradei, head of the International Atomic Energy Agency, protested the 
BBC's decision by cancelling interviews scheduled with the company; ElBaradei claimed 
the refusal to air the aid appeal "violates the rules of basic human decency which are 
there to help vulnerable people irrespective of who is right or wrong." The BBC's chief 
operating officer, Caroline Thomson, affirmed the need to broadcast "without affecting 
and impinging on the audience's perception of our impartiality" and that in this case, it 
was a "real issue. "22 


In response to perceived falsehoods and distortions in a BBC 

One Panorama documentary entitled 'A Walk in the Park', transmitted in January 2010, 
British journalist Melanie Phillips wrote an open letter in news magazine The 
Spectator to the Secretary of State for Culture, Jeremy Hunt, accusing the BBC of 
"flagrantly biased reporting of Israel" and urged the BBC to confront the "prejudice and 
inertia which are combining to turn its reporting on Israel into crude pro-Arab 
propaganda, and thus risk destroying the integrity of an institution". 88 


In 2010 the BBC was accused of pro-Israel bias in its documentary about the Gaza 
flotilla raid. The BBC documentary concluded that Israeli forces had faced a violent 
premeditated attack by a group of hardcore IHH activists, who intended to orchestrate a 
political act to put pressure on Israel. The programme was criticised as "biased" by 
critics of Israel and the PSC (Palestine Solidarity Campaign) questioned why the IDF 
boarded the ship at night if it had peaceful intention.£4 Eyewitness Ken O'Keefe accused 
the BBC of distorting the capture, medical treatment and ultimate release of three 
Israeli commandos into a story of heroic self-rescuing commandos. Anthony Lawson 
produced a 15-minute video detailing the BBC's alleged bias. 


In March 2011, Member of Parliament Louise Bagshawe criticised the inaccuracies and 
omissions in BBC's coverage of the Itamar massacre and questioned the BBC's decision 
not to broadcast this incident on television and barely on radio, and its apparent bias 
against Israel. In his July 2012 testimony to the Parliament, the outgoing Director- 
General of the BBC Mark Thompson admitted that BBC "got it wrong".24 


A BBC Editorial Standards Findings issued in July 2011 found that a broadcast on Today 
on 27 September 2010 that stated "At midnight last night, the moratorium on Israelis 


building new settlements in the West Bank came to an end. It had lasted for ten 
months", had breached the Accuracy guideline in respect of the requirement to present 
output "in clear, precise language", as in fact the moratorium on building new 
settlements had been in existence since the early 1990s and remained in place.“ 


In December 2011, the BBC caused further controversy after censoring the word 
‘Palestine’ from a song played on BBC Radio 1Xtra.!%31%41 


More controversy was caused in April 2012 when the BBC broadcast news of 2,500 
Palestinian prisoners who were on hunger strike, with very little overall coverage. 

ea This resulted in two protests outside the BBC buildings in Glasqow!”!lumetiable source?! and jn 
Lo n d on. [98][ unreliable source?) 


During the 2012 Summer Olympics, on their country profiles pages, the BBC listed "East 
Jerusalem" as the capital of Palestine, and did not list a capital at all for Israel. After 
public outrage and a letter from Israeli government spokesperson Mark Regev, the BBC 
listed a "Seat of Government" for Israel in Jerusalem, while adding that most foreign 
embassies "are in Tel Aviv". It made a parallel change to the listing for "Palestine", 
listing "East Jerusalem" as the "Intended seat of government". 


In a response to a reader's criticism on the issue, the BBC replied that the complaints 
that prompted the changes were "generated by online lobby activity".2° The BBC was 
also noted for having no coverage whatsoever about the campaign !t2tiezzeedeall aisouted - discuss! fOr 
the IOC to commemorate the 11 killed Israeli athletes from the Munich massacre in the 
1972 Summer Olympics, which was met with repeated refusal by IOC President Jacques 
Rogge, despite the issue receiving much press by other major news networks, 2™2221 


According to the poll conducted by Jewish Policy Research on more than 4,000 
respondents, nearly 80% of British Jews believes that BBC is biased against Israel. Only 
14% of British Jews believes that BBC coverage of Israel is "balanced".2%! 


In 2013, the BBC scheduled to broadcast a documentary film, Jerusalem: an 
Archaeological Mystery Story, but pulled the film "off the schedule at the last minute." 
The film "theorizes that many Jews did not leave Jerusalem after the destruction of the 
Temple, and that many modern-day Palestinians may be in part descended from those 
Jews".2241 Simon Plosker of HonestReporting believed that the decision was made not to 
offend people who are ideologically opposed to Israel by broadcasting a documentary 
about Jewish history in the region. The BBC's explanation for the sudden schedule 
change was that the film did not fit with the theme of the season, which was 
archaeology. 


In 2014, an op-ed in The Jerusalem Post by Raphael Cohen-Almagor criticised BBC for 
avoiding the word ‘terrorism’ in connection with violent acts or groups of people 
considered by various governments or intergovernmental organizations to be terrorists. 
Cohen-Almagor wrote: "Instead of adhering to one principled definition of terrorism and 
then employing it across the board, the BBC prefers to sit on the fence, so as to say that 
it is impossible to differentiate between terrorists and ‘freedom fighters’, that one 
person's terrorist might be another's ‘freedom fighter’."2951 


In the same year, protesters presented an open letter from the Palestinian Solidarity 
Foundation, Stop the War Coalition, the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament and other 
groups to Lord Hall, Director General of the BBC; the letter accused the broadcaster of 
presenting Israeli attacks on Gaza as a result of rocket fire from Hamas, without giving 
any other context. This letter was signed by notable individuals, such as Noam 
Chomsky, John Pilger and Ken Loach. 


In 2015, Fraser Steel - head of the Editorial Complaints Unit of the BBC - upheld 
complaints that it had breached impartiality guidelines in an interview with Moshe 
Ya'alon, who was then the Israeli defence minister.2 Ya'alon claimed on 

the Today programme that Palestinians "enjoy already political independence" and 
"have their own political system, government, parliament, municipalities and so forth", 
claiming that Israel had no desire "to govern them whatsoever".2 The Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign objected to these claims, saying: "Palestinians don't have political 
independence. They live under occupation and, in Gaza, under siege."2% Filmmaker and 
activist Ken Loach sent a letter via the Campaign, saying that: "You understand, I’m 
sure, that this interview is a serious breach of the requirement for impartiality. Unlike all 
other Today interviews, the minister was allowed to speak without challenge. Why?"221 


After the June 2017 Jerusalem attack, the BBC reported it as "Three Palestinians killed 
after deadly stabbing in Jerusalem." After being inundated with complaints, the BBC 
news on-line changed the headline.“ 


Suppression of the Balen Report to hide anti-Israel bias[ edit] 
Main article: The Balen Report 


The BBC eventually overturned a ruling by the Information Tribunal rejecting the BBC's 
refusal to release the Balen report to Steven Sugar, a member of the public, under 

the Freedom of Information Act on the grounds that it was held for the purposes of 
journalism. The report examines BBC radio and television broadcasts covering the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and was compiled in 2004 by Malcolm Balen, a senior editorial adviser. 


On 10 October 2006, The Daily Telegraph% claimed that "The BBC has spent thousands 
of pounds of licence payers' money trying to block the release of a report which is 
believed to be highly critical of its Middle East coverage. The corporation is mounting a 
landmark High Court action to prevent the release of The Balen Report under the 
Freedom of Information Act, despite the fact that BBC reporters often use the Act to 
pursue their journalism. The action will increase suspicions that the report, which is 
believed to run to 20,000 words, includes evidence of anti-Israeli bias in news 
programming." The Times reported in March 2007 that "critics of the BBC" were 
interested in knowing if the Balen Report "includes evidence of bias against Israel in 
news programming." 


First, the Information Commissioner ruled in favour of the BBC. Mr Sugar appealed to 
the Information Tribunal, who overturned the decision on the basis that the report was 
not for the purposes of journalism. The BBC appealed on two grounds, firstly that the 
Information Tribunal did not have jurisdiction in these circumstances, and secondly, 
even if they did, the report was for the purposes of journalism. On 27 April 2007 the 
High Court agreed that the Information Tribunal had no jurisdiction (thus reinstating the 
Information Commissioner's ruling in favour of the BBC) and therefore they did not rule 
on the second ground for appeal. The BBC issued a press release which included the 
following statement: 


"The BBC's action in this case had nothing to do with the fact that the Balen report was 
about the Middle East - the same approach would have been taken whatever area of 
news output was covered."2121 


But then, on 11 February 2009 the House of Lords (then the UK's highest court) 
overruled them, stating that the Information Tribunal did have jurisdiction, and referred 
the case back to the High Court to rule on the other ground. Sugar was then reported as 
saying: 


"It is sad that the BBC felt it necessary to spend hundreds of thousands of pounds of 
public money fighting for three years to try to load the system against those requesting 
information from it. | am very pleased that the House of Lords has ruled that such 
obvious unfairness is not the result of the Act. "m1 


However, on 2 October 2009, the High Court ruled that the BBC was not required to 
disclose the Balen Report, because it was partly for the purposes of journalism, and in 
spite of appeals by Steven Sugar and, after his death, his wife, both the Court of Appeal, 
on 23 June 2010, and the Supreme Court, on 23 November 2011, agreed with that 
ruling, thus clarifying the law applying to any similar reports in the future. 


In 2010 it was reported by the Journalism.co.uk website, after a Freedom of Information 
request, that the BBC had spent £270,867.12 in legal fees since 2005 in sustaining its 
refusal of the request to publicly release the Balen Report. 44m3 


Pro-Hezbollah bias in 2006 Lebanon War'| edit] 


During the 2006 Lebanon War, Israeli diplomatic officials boycotted BBC news 
programmes, refused interviews, and excluded BBC reporters from briefings because 
Israeli officials believed the BBC's reporting was biased, stating "the reports we see give 
the impression that the BBC is working on behalf of Hezbollah instead of doing fair 
journalism".“2 Fran Unsworth, head of BBC News gathering, defended the coverage in 
an article for Jewish News.com. = 


Anti-American bias/edit] 


In October 2006, Chief Radio Correspondent for BBC News since 

20012 and Washington correspondent Justin Webb said that the BBC is so biased 
against America that deputy director general Mark Byford had secretly agreed to help 
him to "correct" it in his reports, and that the BBC treated America with scorn and 
derision and gave it "no moral weight". !#1222112201 


In April 2007, Webb presented a three-part series for BBC Radio 4 called Death to 
America: Anti Americanism Examined in which he challenged a common perception of 
the United States as an international bully and a modern-day imperial power.) 


Conservative American news commentator Bill O'Reilly has repeatedly sought to draw 
attention to what he calls the BBC's "inherent liberal culture."2221 


Anti-Catholic bias/edit] 


Hostility towards the Roman Catholic Church[edit] 


Prominent Roman Catholic leaders have criticised the BBC for having an anti-Catholic 
bias and showing hostility towards the Roman Catholic Church.22312241 


The BBC has also been criticised for recycling old news and for "insensitivity" and bad 
timing when it decided to broadcast programmes called Kenyon Confronts and Sex and 
the Holy City around the same time as Pope John Paul II's 25th anniversary and the 
beatification of Mother Teresa. 2251226112271 


In 2003, the BBC had planned Popetown, a ten-part cartoon series which "featured an 
infantile Pope [...] bouncing around the Vatican on a pogostick". The plans were shelved 
after it evoked intense outrage and criticism from Roman Catholics.“ 

Jerry Springer: The Opera(| edit] 


In January 2005, the BBC aired Jerry Springer: The Opera, ultimately resulting in around 
55,000 complaints to the BBC from those upset at the opera's alleged blasphemies 


against Christianity. In advance of the broadcast, which the BBC had warned "contains 
language and content which won't be to some tastes" mediawatch-uk's director John 
Beyer wrote to the Director General urging the BBC to drop the programme, saying 
"Licence fee payers do not expect the BBC to be pushing back boundaries of taste and 
decency in this way." The BBC issued a statement saying: "As a public service 
broadcaster, it is the BBC's role to broadcast a range of programmes that will appeal to 
all audiences - with very differing tastes and interests - present in the UK today." =% 


Before the broadcast, some 150 people bearing placards protested outside the BBC 
Television Centre in Shepherd's Bush."221 On the Monday following the broadcast, which 
was watched by some two million viewers, The Times announced that BBC executives 
had received death threats after their addresses and telephone numbers were posted 
on the Christian Voice website. The Corporation had received some 35,000 complaints 
before the broadcast, but reported only 350 calls following the broadcast, which were 
split between those praising the production and those complaining about it.=u 


One Christian group attempted to bring private criminal prosecutions 
for blasphemy against the BBC,“ and another demanded a judicial review of the 
decision.2221 


In March 2005, the BBC's Board of Governors convened and considered the complaints, 
which they rejected by a majority of 4 to 1.434 


Pro-Muslim biasS/edit] 


Blaspheming other faiths while refusing to publish Muhammad cartoons| edit] 


Subsequent to anti-christianity blasohemous reporting by BBC, refusal of the BBC to 
reproduce the actual Muhammad cartoons in its coverage of the controversy concerning 
them convinced many that the BBC follows an unstated policy of freely broadcasting 
defamation of Christianity which it would not allow in the case of Islam, "25361371 


Disproportionate reporting on Muslims at the expense of others faiths| edit] 


Hindu and Sikh leaders in the United Kingdom have accused the BBC of pandering to 
Britain's Muslim community by making a disproportionate number of programmes on 
Islam at the expense of covering other Asian religions,“22 such as Sikhism and Hinduism. 
However, in a letter sent in July 2008 to the Network of Sikh Organizations (NSO), the 
head of the BBC's Religion and Ethics, Michael Wakelin, denied any biases on their part. 
4391 A spokesman for the BBC said the broadcaster was committed to representing all of 
Britain's faiths and communities, nmam 


However, a number of MPs, including Rob Marris and Keith Vaz, called on the BBC to do 
more to represent Britain's minority faiths. "I am disappointed," said Vaz. "It is only right 
that as licence fee payers all faiths are represented in a way that mirrors their make-up 
in society. | hope that the BBC addresses the problem in its next year of 
programming."222 


BBC reporter's tears for Yasser Arafat([ edit] 


During the BBC programme From Our Own Correspondent broadcast on 30 October 
2004, Barbara Plett described herself crying when she saw a frail Yasser Arafat being 
evacuated to France for medical treatment.244 This led to "hundreds of complaints" to 
the BBC, and suggestions that the BBC was biased. Andrew Dismore, the MP for 
Hendon, accused Plett of "sloppy journalism", and commented that "this shows the 
inherent bias of the BBC against Israel" 2421243112441 


BBC News defended Plett in a statement saying that her reporting had met the high 
standards of "fairness, accuracy and balance" expected of a BBC correspondent. nms 
2461 Initially, a complaint of bias against Plett was rejected by the BBC's head of editorial 
complaints. However, almost a year later, on 25 November 2005, the programme 
complaints committee of the BBC governors partially upheld the complaints, ruling that 
Plett's comments "breached the requirements of due impartiality".“*2! Despite initially 
issuing a statement in support of Plett, the BBC director of news Helen Boaden later 
apologised for what she described as "an editorial misjudgment". The governors praised 


Boaden's speedy response and reviewed the BBC's stance on the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. 143)[144][146 


Secret Agent biased documentary against British National Party[edit] 


On Thursday 15 July 2004 the BBC broadcast a documentary on the far right British 
National Party where undercover reporter Jason Gwynne infiltrated the BNP by posing as 
a football hooligan.““4“81 The programme resulted in Mark Collett and Nick Griffin, the 
leader of the party, being charged for inciting racial hatred in April 2005, for statements 
which included Griffin describing Islam as a "wicked, vicious faith," Collett 

describing asylum seekers as "a little bit like cockroaches" and saying "let's show these 
ethnics the door in 2004." Griffin and Collett were found not guilty on some charges at 
the first trial in January 2006, but the jury failed to reach a verdict on the others, soa 
retrial was ordered." 


At the retrial held in November 2006 all of the defendants were found not guilty on the 
basis that the law at the time did not consider those who follow Islam or Christianity to 
be a protected group with respect to racial defamation laws.2= Shortly after this case, 
British law was amended to outlaw incitement to hatred against a religious group 

(see Racial and Religious Hatred Act 2006). 


The BNP believe this was an attempt to "Discredit the British National Party as a party of 
opposition to the Labour government." nu 


After the second trial, Nick Griffin described the BBC as a "Politically correct, politically 
biased organisation which has wasted licence-fee payers' money to bring two people in 
a legal, democratic, peaceful party to court over speaking nothing more than the 
truth."25° 


Biased reporting of sexual abuse scandals of BBC 


staffers[edit] 
Main articles: Jimmy Savile sexual abuse scandal and North Wales child abuse scandal 


In the weeks after the ITV1 documentary Exposure: The Other Side of Jimmy Savile was 
broadcast on 3 October 2012, the BBC faced questions and criticism over allegations 
that it had failed to act on rumours about sexual assaults, especially on young girls, by 
presenter Jimmy Savile, some of which had occurred on BBC premises after the 
recording of programmes including Top of the Pops and Jim'll Fix It. Allegations were 
also made that a Newsnight investigation into Savile in December 2011 was dropped 
because it conflicted with tribute programmes prepared after Savile's death. 


By 11 October 2012 allegations of abuse by Savile had been made to 13 British police 
forces," and on 19 October Scotland Yard launched a formal criminal investigation into 
historic allegations of child sex abuse by Savile and others over four decades. =a The 
police reported on 25 October 2012 that the number of possible victims was 300.1551 


It was claimed that Douglas Muggeridge, the controller of Radio 1 in the early 1970s, 
was aware of allegations against Savile, and had asked for a report on them in 1973. 

4561 The BBC stated that no evidence of any allegations of misconduct, or of actual 
misconduct by Savile, had been found in its files“ and later denied that there had been 
a cover-up of Savile's activities. x11 However, there were claims by some, including 

DJ Liz Kershaw, who joined BBC Radio 1 in 1987, that there was a culture within the BBC 
which tolerated sexual harassment. 


The BBC was criticised in Parliament for its handling of the affair, with Harriet 

Harman stating that the allegations "cast a stain" on the corporation. The Culture 
Secretary, Maria Miller, said that she was satisfied that the BBC was taking the 
allegations very seriously, and dismissed calls for an independent 

inquiry. Labour leader Ed Miliband said that an independent inquiry was the only way to 
ensure justice for those involved.2! George Entwistle offered to appear before the 
Parliamentary Culture, Media and Sport Committee to explain the BBC's position and 
actions." 


On 16 October the BBC appointed the heads of two separate inquiries into events 
surrounding Savile. Former High Court judge Dame Janet Smith, who led the inquiry into 
serial killer Harold Shipman, will review the culture and practices of the BBC during the 
time Savile worked there,2&! while Nick Pollard, a former Sky News executive, will look 
at why a Newsnight investigation into Savile's activities was dropped shortly before 
transmission. n54 


A Panorama investigation was broadcast on 22 October 2012.15 The Director-General of 
the BBC, George Entwistle, declined to be interviewed, citing legal advice that BBC 
senior management should co-operate only with the police, the BBC's reviews and 
Parliament.: On the same day the BBC announced that Newsnight editor Peter 

Rippon would "step aside" from his position with immediate effect.s! On 23 October, 
Entwistle appeared before the Parliamentary Culture, Media and Sport Committee, at 
which he faced hostile questioning and stated that it had been a "catastrophic mistake" 
to cancel the Newsnight broadcast. 


In the context of the Savile scandal, it was noted that a book written in 1999 by 
journalist John Simpson, Strange Places, Questionable People, had referred to an "Uncle 
Dick" at the BBC who had sexually assaulted children, and who appeared to fit the 
profile of BBC announcer Derek McCulloch.“ Author Andrew O'Hagan wrote that there 
had long been rumours about McCulloch's activities, and those of his colleague Lionel 
Gamlin, while working at the BBC in the 1940s and 1950s." The BBC said that they 
would "look into these allegations as part of the Jimmy Savile review."277 McCulloch's 
family described the allegations as "complete rubbish". 


Newsnight broadcast, on 2 November 2012, a report making allegations against, but not 
naming, a "prominent Thatcher era Conservative politician" in relation to the North 
Wales child abuse scandal. However, this story collapsed after The Guardian reported 
on 8 November a case of mistaken identity,” and the next day the victim retracted the 
allegation. An apology was included in Newsnight on 9 November,22! and all 

ongoing Newsnight investigations were suspended.“ George Entwistle stated that he 
was unaware of the content of the report before it was broadcast and stated 

that Newsnight staff involved in the broadcast could be disciplined.“ However, 
Entwistle himself resigned on 10 November, after facing further criticism in the media. 
4761 The Director of BBC Scotland, Ken MacQuarrie, investigated the circumstances 
around the Newsnight programme. His findings were published on 12 November, and 
concluded that there had been "a lack of clarity around the senior editorial chain of 
command" and that "some of the basic journalistic checks were not completed."24 


Nick Pollard's report into the shelving of a Newsnight report on Savile in 2011 was 
published in December 2012. It concluded that the decision to drop the original report 
was "flawed", but that it had not been done to protect programmes prepared as tributes 
to Savile. His report criticised George Entwistle for apparently failing to read emails 
warning him of Savile's "dark side",2 and stated that, after the allegations against 
Savile eventually became public, the BBC fell into a "level of chaos and confusion [that] 
was even greater than was apparent at the time". =a 


On 20 December 2012, the House of Commons Public Accounts Committee published 
criticism of payments made to Entwistle after he had resigned, stating that the 
£450,000 paid to him after 54 days in post - double the amount specified in his contract 
- together with a year's health insurance and additional payments, was a "cavalier" use 
of public money.22 


Fake news and deliberate misrepresentation [edit] 


Inaccurate reporting by Jeremy Bowen(/edit] 


In April 2009, the Editorial Standards Committee of the BBC Trust published a report on 
three complaints brought against two news items involving Jeremy Bowen, the Middle 
East Editor for BBC News.“£4 The complaints included 24 allegations of inaccuracy or 
partiality of which three were fully or partially upheld.2222212831 The BBC Trust's editorial 
standards committee found that Bowen's radio piece "had stated his professional view 
without qualification or explanation, and that the lack of precision in his language had 
rendered the statement inaccurate". They opined that the online article should have 
explained the existence of alternative views and that it breached the rules of 
impartiality. However, the report did not accuse Bowen of bias. The website article was 
amended and Bowen did not face any disciplinary measures.22! 


Primark and child labour fake news| edit] 


In 2011, after three years of Primark's effort, the BBC acknowledged that its award- 
winning investigative journalism report of Indian child labour use by the retailing giant 
was a fake. BBC apologised to Primark, to Indian suppliers and all its viewers, 225118811871 


"Terrorist house" misrepresentation story| edit] 


In January 2016, stories originating from the BBC alleged that the Lancashire 
Constabulary had taken a young Muslim child away for questioning on anti- 

terrorism charges after he accidentally spelled "terraced house" as "terrorist house"; 
this story was widely reported in the British##2292991 and international: media. The 
police force in question criticised the BBC's coverage of the story, saying that it was 
"untrue to suggest that this situation was brought about by a simple spelling mistake", 
4931 adding that "[the incident] was not responded to as a terror incident and the reporter 
was fully aware of this before she wrote her story", adding that "the media needs to 
take more responsibility when sensationalising issues to make stories much bigger than 
they are and to realise the impact they can have on local communities".“% A statement 
from the police and local council also said that it was "untrue to suggest that this 
situation was brought about by a simple spelling mistake. The school and the police 
have acted responsibly and proportionately in looking into a number of potential 
concerns using a low-key, local approach."“ Other pieces of work by the student, 
including one where the child wrote about his uncle beating him, were allegedly other 
reasons for the police questioning over the safety of the child.2™! 


One-sided documentary on racism during Euro 2012[ edit] 


Eleven days before the tournament took place, the BBC current 

affairs programme Panorama, entitled Euro 2012: Stadiums of Hate, included recent 
footage of supporters chanting various racist slogans and displays of white 

power symbols and banners in Poland, and Nazi salutes and the beating of South Asians 
in Ukraine.: The documentary was first commented widely in the British press, but 
then accused of being one-sided, biased and unethical. Critics included the British 
media; anti-racism campaigners, and black and Jewish community leaders in Poland; 
Polish and Ukrainian politicians and journalists; England fans visiting the host nations 
and footballers (Gary Lineker, Roy Hodgson and others)."%!971981 Jonathan Ornstein, the 
leader of Jewish community in Kraków, a Jewish source used in the documentary said: "I 
am furious at the way the BBC has exploited me as a source. The organization used me 
and others to manipulate the serious subject of anti-Semitism for its own sensationalist 
agenda... the BBC knowingly cheated its own audience - the British people - by 
concocting a false horror story about Poland. In doing so, the BBC has spread fear, 
ignorance, prejudice and hatred. | am profoundly disturbed by this unethical form of 
journalism. "n2 


A reporter from Gazeta Wyborcza, Poland's biggest left-wing newspaper, 

questioned Panorama's practices and said: "I am becoming more and more surprised 
with what the BBC says. So far it has denied two situations | witnessed. | would not be 
surprised if the BBC prepared a statement saying that the Panorama crew has never 
been to Poland. "22 


An anti-racism campaigner Jacek Purski said: "The material prepared by the BBC is one- 
sided. It does not show the whole story of Polish preparations for the Euros. It does not 
show the Championship ran a lot of activities aimed at combating racism in the 
"Respect Diversity" campaign. For us the Euro is not only about matches. The event has 
become an opportunity to fight effectively against racism and promote multiculturalism. 
There is no country in Europe free from racism. These are the facts." 


The Daily Mail reported that the Football Association intended to write a letter of 
complaint to the BBC.2% 


The nations fined by UEFA for racism were not the hosts but the visitors from Spain, 
Croatia, Russia2 and Germany.2% The Royal Dutch Football Association issued a 
complaint to UEFA after monkey chants were thought to be aimed at their black players, 
during an open training session in Kraków. UEFA denied the chants were racially 
motivated.2%1 


Professional inaptitude [edit] 
The Hutton Inquiry: Whitewashed reporting of Iraq invasion| edit] 


The BBC was criticised for its coverage of the events before the invasion of Iraq, in 
2003.2% The controversy over what it described as the "sexing up" of the case for war in 
Iraq by the government, led to the BBC being heavily criticised by the Hutton Inquiry, 
2051 although this finding was much disputed by the British press, who branded it as a 
government whitewash.22s12071 


The BBC's chairman and director general both resigned following the inquiry, and its 
vice-chairman Lord Ryder made a public apology to the government - which the Liberal 
Democrat Norman Baker MP described as "of such capitulation that | wanted to throw 
up when | heard it".2%2 


Shallow and sensationalist reporting on Arab Spring[edit] 


The overly positive coverage by BBC of the Arab Spring was criticised both from within 
and outside of the corporation. In June 2012, the head of news Helen Boaden admitted 
that the coverage was "over-excited". She attributed this to reporters embedded with 
the rebels, who produced reports which are "too emotive" and "veering into opinion", 2% 


In June 2012, the BBC admitted making "major errors" in its coverage of the unrest.@% In 
an 89-page report, 9 pages were devoted to the BBC's coverage of Bahrain and included 
admissions that the BBC had "underplayed the sectarian aspect of the conflict" and "not 
adequately convey the viewpoint of supporters of the monarchy" by "[failing] to 
mention attempts by Crown Prince" Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa to "establish dialogue 
with the opposition". The report added that "the government appears to have made a 
good-faith effort to de-escalate the crisis" in particular during a period when the BBC's 
coverage of the unrest dropped substantially and that many people had complained 
that their coverage was "utterly one-sided".24 


Hypocrisy on climate change[edit] 


The BBC has been criticised for hypocrisy over its high carbon footprint, in view of the 
amount of coverage it gives to the topic of climate change. Newsnight presenter Jeremy 
Paxman argues that the Corporation's correspondents "travel the globe to tell the 
audience of the dangers of climate change while leaving a vapour trail which will make 
the problem even worse".24 Paxman further argues that the 'BBC's coverage of the 
issue abandoned the pretence of impartiality long ago'.22! 


At the 2007 Edinburgh International Television Festival, Peter Horrocks (Head of TV 
News) and Peter Barron (Editor, Newsnight), said that the BBC should not campaign on 
the issue of climate change. They criticised proposed plans for a BBC Comic Relief-style 
day of programmes around climate change. Horrocks was quoted as saying: "I 
absolutely don't think we should do that because it's not impartial. It's not our job to 
lead people and proselytise about it." 


Peter Barron was quoted as adding: "It is absolutely not the BBC's job to save the 
planet. | think there are a lot of people who think that, but it must be stopped."24) 


Peter Horrocks later outlined the BBC's position on the BBC Editors Blog ("No Line"). 2+5 


The plans for a day of programmes about environmental issues were abandoned in 
September 2007. A BBC spokesperson said this was "absolutely not" because of 
concerns about impartiality .'22! 


In July 2011 a BBC Trust review cited findings of an assessment by Professor Steve 
Jones of University College London. Jones found there was an at times "over-rigid" 
application of the Editorial Guidelines on impartiality in relation to science coverage, 
which failed to take into account what he regarded as the "non-contentious" nature of 
some stories and the need to avoid giving "undue attention to marginal opinion". 
Professor Jones gave reporting of the safety of the MMR vaccine and more recent 
coverage of claims about the safety of GM crops and the existence of man-made 
climate change as examples of his point.2# In 2017, the BBC apologised for allowing 
climate change denier Lord Lawson to falsely claim that global temperatures had not 
risen in the past decade on BBC Radio 4's Today Programme (which the organisation 
acknowledged breached its editorial guidelines“) and in 2018, Carbon Brief released 
an internal notice sent by Fran Unsworth, BBC director of news and current affairs, 
arguing that the BBC's coverage of climate change often went against its own 
guidelines on accuracy and created a false balance with regard to impartiality stating: 
"Manmade climate change exists: If the science proves it we should report it. ... To 
achieve impartiality, you do not need to include outright deniers of climate change in 


BBC coverage, in the same way you would not have someone denying that Manchester 
United won 2-0 last Saturday. The referee has spoken."22! 


The BBC is alleged to have attempted to cover up a climate change seminar credited 
with shaping its coverage of the environment.22 


"Overstaffing"| edit] 


The BBC has been criticised for "overstaffing" news, sporting, and cultural events and in 
doing so both wasting licence fee money and using their dominant position to control 
the coverage of events. 


A 2010 House of Commons Public Accounts Committee report criticised the number of 
staff that the BBC had sent to sporting events such as the Beijing Olympics and the Euro 
2008 football championships. In June 2011, the Corporation sent 263 staff to cover 
the Glastonbury Festival. The next month they sent 250 staff members to cover an 
event marking one year until the start of the London 2012 Olympics, ten times the 
numbers used by other broadcasters. 


On 19 October 2011, the Liberal Democrats’ culture spokesman Don Foster criticised 
the large number of BBC staff members who attended the eviction of travellers and 
their supporters from the illegal section of the Dale Farm site. Foster stated that it was 
"ludicrous overstaffing and hardly [a] good way to get public sympathy for the 20 per 
cent budget cuts facing the BBC".2221 The BBC responded that they only had 20 staff 
members on site. 


Funding[edit] 
Main article: Television licensing in the United Kingdom 


The fact that the BBC's domestic services are funded by television licence fees is 
heavily criticised by its competitors and others on a number of grounds. '222! 


The recent rise of multi-channel digital television has led to criticism that the licence fee 
is unjustifiable on the basis that minority interest programmes can now be transmitted 
on specialist commercial channels and that the licence fee is funding a number of 
digital-only channels which many licence holders cannot watch (for example BBC 

Three and BBC Four).241 Since 24 October 2012, with the completion of the digital 
switchover all licence payers can now access this content.222 


BBC Russia[edit] 


On 17 August 2007 it was reported that FM broadcast of the BBC's Russian language 
service in Russia would be dropped, leaving only medium and short wave broadcasts in 
Russia. Financial organisation Finam, which owns the FM radio service now dropping the 
BBC Russia broadcasts, through its spokesman Igor Ermachenkov, said that "Any media 
which is government-financed is propaganda - it's a fact, it's not negative".225 A 
spokesman, for the BBC responded: "Although the BBC is funded by the UK 
government... a fundamental principle of its constitution and its regulatory regime is 
that it is editorially independent of the UK government." Reports put the development in 
the context of criticism of the Russian government for curbing media freedom and 
strained UK-Russian relations. Reporters Without Borders condemned the move as 
censorship.224 


"London-centrism": Lack of national representation|[edit] 


On 1 November 2007 it was reported that Sir Michael Lyons, chairman of the BBC Trust, 
criticised the BBC as too London-centric, paying less attention to news stories outside of 
the capital.'222 In light of such criticism in terms of both news and general programming 
(and in recognition of its mandate to represent the entire UK and encourage creativity 
throughout the country) there have been active efforts made by the Trust and Board of 
Governors to correct this regional imbalance. This is reflected in a commitment to 
produce at least 50 percent of programmes outside of the Greater London area, a target 
that the corporation has achieved in 2013 and 2014, but fell short of in 2015.22% 


The BBC's annual report for 2015-2016 makes reference to the "London bubble" while 
claiming that does this not represent an active bias but rather the fact that London is 
the place where so many decisions and programming are made. While notable 
investments in production capacity outside of London have been made - such as the 
creation of MediaCityUK in Salford, Greater Manchester - spending figures for radio and 
television production in the nations and regions has fallen in real terms, though this 
accompanies a near £600 million pound reduction in funding for the BBC as a whole 
since 2010. 


The UK's move towards increased devolution in the areas of healthcare, education, and 
a range of other policy areas, has created additional challenges for the corporation. The 
flagship newscasts are based in London and tend to report "nation-wide" stories related 
to government and policy that are often only pertinent to England, or 

sometimes England and Wales. The BBC Trust and Future for Public Service Television 
Inquiry has recognised that this requires more clarity in UK-wide news programming (for 
example, explaining why the Junior Doctors Strike only affects England, or that Scotland 
and Northern Ireland are exempt from the bedroom tax and the funding changes 
leading to the 2010 Student Protests) and creates an additional responsibility for the 
home nations opt-outs to report on devolved matters. From 2016 onward, BBC 
management will go before the devolved committees for culture or media to answer 
questions and criticism in the same way that it does for the Westminster Culture, Media, 
and Sport Committee. 


Wales Coverageledit] 


In August 2007, Adam Price, the Plaid Cymru MP, highlighted what he perceived as a 
lack of a Welsh focus on BBC news broadcasts.222! Price threatened to withhold 

future television licence fees in response to a lack of thorough news coverage of Wales, 
echoing a BBC Audience Council for Wales July report citing public frustration over how 
the Welsh Assembly is characterised in national media.222 


Plaid AM Bethan Jenkins agreed with Price and called for responsibility for broadcasting 
to be devolved to the Welsh Assembly, voicing similar calls from Scotland's First 
Minister Alex Salmond. Criticism of the BBC's news coverage for Wales and Scotland 
since devolution prompted debate of possibly providing evening news broadcasts with 
specific focus for both countries.© 


Scotland coverage controversy(edit] 


Scottish independence referendum, 2014[edit] 
See also: BBC controversies § September 2014: Coverage of Scottish independence 
campaign 


The National Union of Journalists (NUJ) criticised the BBC in October 2012 for its poor 
coverage of the Scotland independence referendum which took place on 18 September 
2014. The BBC reportedly "downplayed the costs of referendum coverage, claiming it 
was a ‘one off'."2241 According to a research team led by Dr John Robertson from 

the University of the West of Scotland the BBC's first year of referendum coverage (to 
September 2013) was biased towards the pro-Unionist No campaign. 2351236 


Andrew Marr, the BBC presenter, was accused of expressing anti-independence views in 
a March 2014 interview with Alex Salmond.242381 The BBC allowed the Better Together 
campaign to make a pro-unionist cinema advertisement at its Glasgow studios in April 
2014 which was thought to contravene its editorial guidelines.2 According to The 
Scotsman, the BBC appointed Kezia Dugdale, Labour’s education spokeswoman, as 
presenter of Crossfire, a radio programme debating issues relating to the referendum. 
The newspaper believed this arrangement was also a breach of the corporation's 
guidelines and asserted that Dugdale is "a member of Scottish Labour’s Truth Team - 
set up to monitor all SNP and Yes Scotland interviews, press statements and briefing 
papers" in the run-up to the September vote. 244 


A report by the Audience Council Scotland, the BBC Trust's advisory body in Scotland, 
questioned the impartiality of BBC Scotland in covering the independence referendum 
in July 2014.24 A Sunday Times article, also in July 2014, queried the BBC's approach to 
the independence referendum, and stated that emails by a senior member of a 
production company organising debates for the corporation gave advance notice to the 
No campaign. 242! 


On 10 September 2014 the BBC were accused of bias in their reporting of an Alex 
Salmond press conference for the international media. In a response to a question by 
the BBC's Nick Robinson, Salmond accused him of heckling and wanted an inquiry by 
the UK's Cabinet Secretary into a leak to the BBC from the Treasury concerning the 
plans of the Royal Bank of Scotland to relocate its registered office to London which had 
been in the previous evening's news.2#! In response to complaints about editing of the 
live coverage of the conference for later bulletins, the corporation said: "The BBC 
considers that the questions were valid and the overall report balanced and impartial, in 
line with our editorial guidelines. "2412451 


After a day of protests from Yes campaigners, and demands that Robinson should be 
sacked,22 the following Monday (15 September), Salmond responded to questions from 
journalists at Edinburgh Airport. About Robinson's report in later bulletins, he said: "I 
don't think it was fair for Nick to suggest that | hadn't answered a question when | 
actually answered it twice." He did not believe Robinson should be sacked.244 


Former BBC correspondent, Paul Mason, was reported in September 2014 to have been 
critical of the corporation's reporting on his Facebook page (intended only to be read by 
his 'friends'). According to Mason: "Not since Iraq have | seen BBC News working at 
propaganda strength like this. So glad I’m out of there."2451 


Channel 4's director of creative diversity, Stuart Cosgrove called for a re-think at the 
BBC on the nature of balance and due impartiality based. This was during a BBC 
Scotland radio conversation hosted by John Beattie. Cosgrove commented: "Yesterday, | 
was watching the rolling BBC News very closely and it was clear that notions of balance 
were being predicated on a party political basis. It would go from Cameron to Miliband 
to Clegg and back. If you look at it as a different premise - it’s a yes/no question - 

then Patrick Harvie of the Scottish Greens, who is not the leader but is a significant 
political person within the Yes campaign, should have had exactly the same coverage as 
Ed Miliband. Do you think for a second he got that? Of course he didn’t. | think there’s 


been a failure of the understanding of the nature of balance and due impartiality. It’s 
simply wrong and not acceptable."242! 


An interview of Alex Salmond for the Sunday Herald published on 14 September 2014 


included his opinion that the BBC had displayed a pro-union bias during the referendum. 
[249] 


"Off payroll" tax arrangements/edit] 


In October 2012 a Public Accounts Committee (United Kingdom) report found that the 
BBC had 25,000 "off payroll" contracts - 13,000 for people who were on air. These 
contracts enable people to make their own arrangements to pay tax and national 
insurance, which could allow them to contribute less than employees on pay-as-you- 
earn tax (PAYE). In response, the BBC said many of these were short-term contracts, but 
it was carrying out a detailed review of tax arrangements.2= 


See also[edit] 
BIEISBBC portal 
e BBC controversies 
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This article outlines, in chronological order, the various controversies surrounding or 
involving the BBC. 


Early years[edit] 
1926 General Strike[edit] 


The BBC was established as the privately controlled British Broadcasting Company in 
1922. In 1926 the unions called for a General Strike and the Conservative Government 
feared the outbreak of revolution, as had happened in Russia in 1917. Labour Party 
politicians such as Ramsay MacDonald and Philip Snowden criticised the BBC for being 
pro-Government and anti-Unions; however, throughout the strike, Reith insisted that the 
news bulletins report all sides of the dispute without comment.4 


Reith's attempts to broadcast statements by the Labour Party and TUC leaders were 
blocked by the Government; in partial response, he personally vetoed a statement 
that Randall Davidson, Archbishop of Canterbury, wished to make, in the belief that 
allowing such a statement would give Winston Churchill both motive and opportunity to 
take over the BBC—something which Churchill had continually advocated since the 
beginning of the Strike. Reith admitted to his staff that he would have preferred to allow 
the Labour and TUC leaders to broadcast directly. A post-strike analysis carried out by 
the BBC's Programme Correspondence Department reported that of those polled, 3,696 
commended the BBC's coverage, whilst 176 were critical.™ 


Between the wars(edit] 


Since 1927, there have been arguments over impartiality at the BBC. In 1927, under a 
Royal Charter, the BBC became a public entity for the first time - with requirements 
including the need for impartiality and for staff not to express opinions on controversial 
subject matters. 


Prior to World War II, Sir John Reith excluded Winston Churchill from the BBC airwaves. 
21 At the time of the Munich Agreement of 1938, Churchill "complained that he had been 
very badly treated...and that he was always muzzled by the BBC".” 


1930s to Cold War: MI5 vetting[edit] 


From the late 1930s until the end of the Cold War, MI5 had an officer at the BBC vetting 
editorial applicants. During World War II 'subversives’, particularly suspected 
communists such as the folk singer Ewan MacColl, were banned from the BBC. The 
personnel records of anyone suspicious were stamped with a distinctively shaped green 
tag, or "Christmas tree;" only a handful of BBC personnel staff knew what the ‘Christmas 
trees' meant. See also Wikipedia entries for Ronnie Stonham and Michael Rosen. 


1930s: Commercial radio controversy /edit] 


Because the BBC had become both a monopoly and a non-commercial entity, it soon 
faced controversial competition from British subjects who were operating leased 
transmitters on the continent of Europe before World War II, to blast commercial radio 
programmes into the United Kingdom. John Reith who had been given powers to dictate 
the cultural output of the BBC retaliated by leading the opposition to these commercial 
stations. Controversy spilled over into the press when the British government attempted 
to censor the printing of their programme information. The pressure was created by the 
success of these stations. By 1938 it was reported that on Sundays 80% of the British 
audience was tuning into commercial radio, rather than the non-commercial BBC. teton 


needed) 


Post-war[edit] 
1950s: Claimed involvement in Operation Ajax(edit] 


A BBC Radio 4 documentary in 2005 claimed that it had evidence that a radio 
newsreader inserted the word "exactly" into a midnight timecheck one summer night in 
1953, a code word to the Shah of Iran that Britain supported his plans for a coup. The 
shah had selected the word, the documentary said, and the BBC broadcast the word at 
the request of the government. Officially, the BBC has never acknowledged the code 
word plot. The BBC spokesman declined to comment on a possible connection.“ 


1950s: Independent television controversy (cdit] 


Winston Churchill's government passed the Television Act 1954 that permitted the 
creation of the first commercial television network in Britain, ITV. This was criticised in 
the House of Lords by, among others, Lord Reith. Churchill explained to his 

doctor, Lord Moran: "I am against the monopoly enjoyed by the BBC. For eleven years 
they kept me off the air. They prevented me from expressing views which have proved 
to be right. Their behaviour has been tyrannical. They are honeycombed with Socialists 
—probably with Communists". 


1965: The War Gamé(cait] 


The War Game is a drama documentary recounting the fictional dropping of Soviet 
nuclear weapons on Britain, centring on projected events in Kent. Using then current 
scientific knowledge of the effects of such a development, the film was directed 

by Peter Watkins. Intended for the twentieth anniversary on 6 August 1965 of 

the dropping of the bomb on Hiroshima, The War Game was dropped from the BBC 
programme schedule before transmission on the grounds that it was too horrifying to be 
shown. Although given a limited cinema release by the British Film Institute (BFI), and 
awarded an Oscar as Best Documentary, it was not screened by the BBC until 1985. 


John Pilger in 2012 argued that the BBC's power to prevent "the truth" being broadcast, 
as represented by Watkins’ film, has made "the state broadcaster [into] a cornerstone 
of Britain’s ruling elite". 


1960s and beyond: Taste and decency(edit] 


Mary Whitehouse launched her 'Clean Up TV campaign’ in April 1964. In her view Hugh 
Greene as BBC Director General was "more than anybody else ... responsible for the 
moral collapse in this country."22 The campaign of Whitehouse and her supporters soon 
became the National Viewers' and Listeners' Association; Mrs Whitehouse was opposed 
to the policies of liberalisation pursued by Greene and largely sustained by his 
successors at the Corporation. Whitehouse's campaign focused much more on the BBC 
than on ITV, and she had a high public profile for several decades. The tabloid press 
also criticised the BBC for what it perceived as lapses in programming quality. 


1971: Yesterday's Men(cait] 


Yesterday's Men is a BBC documentary first broadcast in June 197144 about the former 
ministers of Harold Wilson's Labour government who were now experiencing opposition. 
421 The approach of the programme makers, who included reporter David Dimbleby, 
angered Wilson and the Labour Party who saw it as displaying explicit Conservative 
bias. According to the official History of the BBC web page on the incident, the Labour 
politicians were "effectively tricked into taking part in a programme that would ridicule 
them".“3] During his own interview Wilson was asked by Dimbleby, in an untransmitted 
section of their encounter, about the money he had made from his memoirs, a question 
which led to a furious exchange between them.“4 Wilson wanted the programme 
shelved, but it was broadcast with minor changes.22! 


1979: Panorama(edit] 


In November 1979 Panorama showed masked IRA men manning a roadblock 

in Carrickmore.” The Army and the Royal Ulster Constabulary withdrew their 
cooperation immediately and the Unionist leader James Molyneaux claimed that the 
filming was "at least a treasonable activity".28" The BBC governors issued a statement 
which blamed the Panorama team and admitted that the filming of the IRA roadblock 
“would appear to be a clear breach of standing instructions in relation to filming in 
Ireland".24 In the House of Commons the Conservative MP Tim Eggar requested that the 
Prime Minister, Margaret Thatcher, "contact the governors of the BBC to express 
extreme concern about the way in which the "Panorama" team seems to have 
encouraged the IRA to break the law in Northern Ireland".2# Thatcher replied that the 
government contacted the BBC about the programme: "My hon. Friend will know that 
this is not the first time that we have had occasion to raise similar matters with the BBC. 
My right hon. Friend the Home Secretary and | think that it is time that the BBC put its 
house in order". 


1980-1990/[edit] 
1982: Falklands War{edit] 
During the Falklands War, the Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and some Conservative 


MPs believed that the BBC was excessively even-handed between Britain and Argentina, 
referring to "the British" and "the Argentines" instead of "our forces" and "the enemy".22 
[20] 


On 2 May during a report for Newsnight, Peter Snow remarked: "Until the British are 
demonstrated either to be deceiving us or to be concealing losses, we can only tend to 
give a lot more credence to the British version of events".24 The Conservative MP John 
Page complained that the programme was "totally offensive and almost treasonable". 
221 Answering a question from Page on 6 May, Thatcher said that "many people are very 
concerned indeed that the case for our British forces is not being put over fully and 
effectively. | understand that there are times when it seems that we and the Argentines 
are being treated almost as equals and almost on a neutral basis. | understand that 
there are occasions when some commentators will say that the Argentines did 
something and then "the British" did something. | can only say that if this is so it gives 
offence and causes great emotion among many people".22 The Sun newspaper 
published an editorial on 7 May titled "Dare Call it Treason: There are Traitors in Our 
Midst" which criticised Snow.22 The Daily Mirror came to Snow's defence in an editorial 
titled 'The Harlot of Fleet Street’, calling The Sun "coarse and demented" and that it had 
"fallen from the gutter to the sewer...The Sun today is to journalism what Dr Joseph 
Goebbels was to truth".!4! 


The 10 May edition of Panorama (titled "Can We Avoid War?") also provoked outrage.22 
261 The day after it was broadcast, the Conservative MP Sally Oppenheim asked Thatcher 
in the Commons: "Is she aware that for the most part, but not all, it was an odious, 
subversive, travesty in which Michael Cockerell and other BBC reporters dishonoured 
the right to freedom of speech in this country?"24 Thatcher responded: "I share the deep 
concern that has been expressed on many sides, particularly about the content of 
yesterday evening's "Panorama" programme. | know how strongly many people feel 
that the case for our country is not being put with sufficient vigour on certain—I do not 
say all—BBC programmes. The chairman of the BBC has assured us, and has said in 
vigorous terms, that the BBC is not neutral on this point, and | hope that his words will 
be heeded by the many who have responsibilities for standing up for our task force, our 
boys, our people and the cause of democracy".22281 


According to the commander of the British Naval Task Force, Sandy Woodward, while 
the British were preparing to land on San Carlos the BBC World Service broadcast that 
the Battle Group and Amphibious Group of the Task Force had joined up. Woodward 
later wrote: "I had hoped that this particular rendezvous at least could have remained a 
military secret until after the actual landing, but as ever the British media were more 
interested in the truth than in the consequences for our own people. We were 
infuriated".22 Some on the Task Force said that "if we got hit on the way and lost a lot of 
men, the Director General of the BBC should be charged with treason". Shortly before 
the attack on Goose Green, the BBC broadcast that an attack was imminent and that 
the 2 Para regiment were within five miles of Darwin. According to Woodward, there 
"are still some who believe that BBC report was directly responsible for the Argentinian 
‘ambush’ in which Colonel Jones and many others died. Standing in the Ops Room 

of Hermes on the day the BBC effectively informed the Args of our position and bearing, 
| am sure we all felt the same".2 Thatcher later wrote: "Many of the public (including 
us) did not like the attitude [of the media] particularly the BBC...My concern was always 
the safety of our forces. Theirs was news".24,xShe was also angry about the BBC's 
disclosure of 2 Para's position: "Can there ever have been an army which had to fight its 
battles against media reporting like that? "22 


1984: "Maggie's Militant Tendency" controversy(edit] 


In January 1984 the BBC programme Panorama broadcast "Maggie's Militant Tendency" 
which claimed that three Conservative MPs (Neil Hamilton, Harvey Proctor and Gerald 
Howarth) had links to far-right organisations both in Britain and on the Continent. 


831 There was controversy over the editing of the programme: it juxtaposed shots of 
Howarth wearing a train driver's uniform at a steam railway enthusiasts’ rally with the 
claim that he had attended a fascist meeting in Italy, implying that the uniform he was 
wearing was a fascist one.2" In response, Hamilton and Howarth sued the BBC. The 
Director-General, Alasdair Milne, told the governors that the BBC's defence was "fire- 
proof" but in late 1986 the acting chairman, Lord Barnett, realised that the programme 
would not withstand legal scrutiny. Hamilton and Howarth received around a million 
pounds in libel damages.) 


1984: Falsified coverage of miners' strike/edit] 
Main article: Battle of Orgreave 


Footage of the so-called "Battle of Orgreave" on 18 June 1984 had been filmed by a 
crew from the BBC. When this appeared on that evening's BBC news bulletins, it was 
edited and broadcast out of chronological sequence, falsely showing pickets throwing 
stones at the police and the police subsequently carrying out a mounted charge. 223si3z381 


1986: Libyan raid controversy(edit] 


The BBC News at Six reporting of the American bombing raid on Libya outraged 
Thatcher and Conservative Party Chairman Norman Tebbit because they believed it 
accepted the Libyan government's propaganda about civilian casualties and because it 
gave no airtime to American or British spokesmen to explain their government's stance. 
841 Tebbit ordered Conservative Central Office to compile a dossier on the BBC's 
reporting and then to hand it to the lawyer Lord Goodman for a critique. Goodman's 
critique largely agreed with the dossier's findings and on 30 October Tebbit submitted it 
to Lord Barnett, saying that the BBC's coverage was "a mixture of news, views, 
speculations, error and uncritical carriage of Libyan propaganda which does serious 
damage to the reputation of the BBC".22 The BBC rejected its findings.“ 


1986: Secret Society controversy/edit] 
Main article: Zircon affair 


In 1986 BBC journalists went on strike to protest against police raids in search of 
evidence that a BBC television series in production, Secret Society, had endangered 
national security. The police searched the BBC studios in Glasgow, Scotland, the London 
home of investigative journalist Duncan Campbell, and the New Statesman offices.“ 


On 12 June 1985, the controller of BBC2, Graeme MacDonald, was offered a series of 
documentaries by the BBC studios in Scotland in conjunction with an offer to them by 
Duncan Campbell whose work had previously appeared in the New 

Statesman magazine. The programmes were six half-hour films by Duncan Campbell 
(researched and presented by Campbell and produced according to BBC standards), 

which illuminated "hidden truths of major public concern". The six programmes were: 


e One: The Secret Constitution about a small, secret Cabinet committee that was in 
reality the Establishment that ruled the United Kingdom. !<#ier seeded 

e Two: /n Time of Crisis about secret preparations for war that began in 1982 within 
every NATO country. This programme revealed what Britain would do. 

e Three: A Gap In Our Defences about bungling defence manufacturers and 
incompetent military planners who have botched every new radar system that 
Britain has installed since World War II. !etationneedeai 

e Four: We're All Data Now about the Data Protection Act 1984, !stationneedea 


e Five: Unfinished - about the Association of Chief Police Officers and how government 
policy and actions are determined in the fields of law and order. !stationneedeai 
e Six: Unfinished - about communications with particular reference to satellites. 


needed] 


Work began on the series. In April 1986 Alan Protheroe, acting on behalf of BBC Director 
General Alasdair Milne was asked for permission to bug a private detective who said he 
could access a Criminal Records Office computer. Permission was granted and filming 
took place. The police were informed and the man was subsequently charged under 
Section 2 of the Official Secrets Act 1911. !st#tionneeden 


The sixth programme would have revealed details of a top secret spy satellite and 
Alisdair Milne had already decided to cut it from the line-up when The 

Observer newspaper broke the story on 18 January 1987 with the headline: "BBC gag on 
£500M defence secret". Combined with this story was a report that the Home 

Office intended to restrict the broadcast receiver licence fee, the implication being that 
the government had decided to censor BBC investigative journalism. [tetten needea 


Soon afterwards, a series of programmes on BBC Radio Four called My Country Right or 
Wrong was banned by the government because it might have revealed sensitive 
secrets. The series was censored only a few hours before it was due to start because it 
dealt with similar issues to the television series concerning the British "secret state". 
However, it was eventually broadcast uncut, after the government decided that it did 
not breach any laws or interfere with national security .!etaten needed 


1987: Sacked director general controversy (edit] 


On 29 January 1987 Alasdair Milne was sacked by the newly appointed chairman of the 
BBC Board of Governors, Marmaduke Hussey. He was replaced by a senior BBC 
accountant, Michael Checkland. Milne later wrote his account of this affair in The 
Memoirs of a British Broadcaster. 


1990-2000[edit] 


1988-1994: Sinn Féin broadcast ban(edit] 
Main article: 1988-94 British broadcasting voice restrictions 


On 19 October 1988, Conservative Home Secretary Douglas Hurd under Prime 

Minister Margaret Thatcher issued a notice under clause 13(4) of the BBC Licence and 
Agreement to the BBC and under section 29(3) of the Broadcasting Act 1981 to 

the Independent Broadcasting Authority prohibiting the broadcast of direct statements 
by representatives or supporters of eleven Irish political and military organisations.“ 
“41 The ban lasted until 1994, and denied the UK news media the right to broadcast the 
voices, though not the words, of all Irish republican and loyalist paramilitaries, while the 
ban was targeted primarily at Sinn Féin.“ 


Government intimidation and laws before the ban had already resulted in forms of self- 
censorship.“ An INLA interview in July 1979 on BBC's Tonight caused a controversy 
involving Prime Minister Thatcher and was the last time such an interview was heard on 
British television.“ The 1980 Panorama film of the IRA on patrol in Carrickmore was 
seized by police under the Prevention of Terrorism Acts following an outcry in 
parliament and the press.“ In 1985 an edition of BBC's Real Lives series ("At the Edge 
of the Union") was temporarily withdrawn under government pressure. BBC governors 
found themselves in conflict with management and the corporation's journalists went on 
strike for a day. The programme was later transmitted with minor changes.”@#! 


Coverage of Sinn Féin by the BBC before the ban was minimal. In 1988 Sinn Féin was 
only heard or seen on television 93 times, had only 17 of the 633 formal BBC interviews 
as compared to 121 interviews with the Conservative Party and 172 with the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary and the civil service, and were never interviewed in the studio like 
many other participants.“ However, after the ban there was a steep decline in 
coverage of Sinn Féin and republican viewpoints, with television appearances being 
reduced to 34 times in the following year, and the delays and uncertainties caused by 
ambiguities, voice-overs and subtitles often lead to coverage and films being dropped 
entirely £2 


To allow the continuation of news reporting on the subject, during a time when ‘The 
Troubles’ in Northern Ireland were a matter of great importance and interest, the BBC 
used actors to speak Adams' words. The net effect of the ban was to increase publicity. 


[citation needed) 


October 1998: Richard Bacon cocaine controversy (edit! 
On 18 October 1998, a presenter of the children's television programme Blue 


Peter, Richard Bacon, was in the headlines when it emerged he had taken cocaine. He 
was released from his BBC contract immediately. 522! 


2000-2010[edit] 
2003: Death of Dr David Kelly[edit] 
In May 2003, the defence correspondent of the BBC Radio 4 Today programme, Andrew 


Gilligan, quoted a government official who stated that the British government had 
"sexed up" a dossier concerning weapons of mass destruction in Iraq, against the 
wishes of the intelligence services. A newspaper report claimed that Alastair 
Campbell (the Prime Minister's Director of Communications and Strategy), was 
responsible. The government strongly denied the claims and this prompted an 
investigation by parliament. !«tation needed 


A Ministry of Defence scientist, Dr David Kelly, was named as the alleged source of the 
news item, which led to official sources suggesting that Dr Kelly was not a credible 
source. The subsequent suicide of Dr Kelly resulted in an escalation of the conflict 
between the government and the BBC, during which both sides received severe 
criticism for their roles in the matter. 


2004: Hutton Report(edit] 
Main article: Hutton Inquiry 


The publication in January 2004 of the Hutton Report into Dr Kelly's death was 
extremely critical of Andrew Gilligan, and of the corporation's management processes 
and standards of journalism. In the aftermath, both the chairman of the BBC Gavyn 
Davies and the Director-General Greg Dyke resigned, followed by Gilligan himself. Lord 
Hutton was accused of failing to take account of the imperfections inherent in 
journalism, while giving the government the benefit of the doubt over its own conduct. 
Large parts of the media branded it a whitewash.&! 


2004: Butler Report{edit] 


Main article: Butler Review 


A second inquiry by Lord Butler of Brockwell did review the intelligence on weapons of 
mass destruction and the production of the dossier. Amongst other things, the Butler 
Report concluded that: 


"|. the fact that the reference [to the 45 minute claim] in the classified assessment was 
repeated in the dossier later led to suspicions that it had been included because of its 
eye-catching character." 


Andrew Gilligan claims that the But/er Report vindicated his original story that the 
dossier had been "sexed up" 'tationneeded 


2004-2007: Balen Report(edit] 


Main article: The Balen Report 


The BBC fought to overturn a ruling by the Information Tribunal that the BBC was wrong 
to refuse to release to a member of the public under the Freedom of Information Act of 

2000 (FOI) the Balen report on its Middle East coverage. The report examines the BBC's 
coverage of the Arab-Israeli conflict.555! 


The corporation was reported to have spent £200,000 on fighting the case and was 
accused by commentators of wasting licence fee payers' money. Critics called the BBC's 
blocking an FOI request "shameful hypocrisy” in light of the corporation's previous 
extensive use of FOI requests in its journalism.&2 


On Friday 27 April 2007 the High Court rejected Steven Sugar's challenge to the 
Information Commissioner's decision. However, on 11 February 2009 the House of Lords 
(the UK's highest court) reinstated the Information Tribunal's decision to allow Mr 
Sugar's appeal against the Information Commissioner's decision. The matter goes back 
to the High Court for determination of the BBC's further appeal on a point of law against 
the Tribunal's decision. 


The BBC's press release following the High Court judgement included the following 
statement: 


"The BBC's action in this case had nothing to do with the fact that the Balen report was 
about the Middle East - the same approach would have been taken whatever area of 
news output was covered."=4 


Mr Sugar was reported after his success in the House of Lords as saying: 


"It is sad that the BBC felt it necessary to spend hundreds of thousands of pounds of 
public money fighting for three years to try to load the system against those requesting 
information from it. | am very pleased that the House of Lords has ruled that such 
obvious unfairness is not the result of the Act." 


Steven Sugar died of cancer in January 2011,5% and it remains unclear what will happen 
with the legal battle. There is the possibility of someone picking up the case on Mr. 
Sugar's behalf. The Supreme Court says it has listed the case provisionally for another 
hearing in Autumn 2011.2 


2004-2011: Siemens outsourcing[edit] 


In 2004 the BBC Governors approved a deal to outsource the BBC's 

IT, telephony and broadcast technology (which had previously been run by the 
corporation's internal BBC technology division) to the German engineering and 
electronics company Siemens IT Solutions and Services (SIS). It was claimed that the 
sale of BBC Technology would deliver over £30 million of savings to the BBC. In June 


2007 a report published by the House of Commons Public Accounts Committee was 
critical of the deal, claiming that BBC management had omitted £60 million’ worth of 
hidden costs in its application to the Board of Governors and that the profits to Siemens 
had not been taken into account. Recorded savings to the BBC had amounted to £22m, 
38% lower than the BBC's original forecast.21&1 


The BBC's partnership with Siemens underwent some high-profile difficulties, including 
issues with the corporation-wide switchover to an IP telephony system in 2009; a 
major outage of the BBC website in 2011; and Siemens was the original technology 
partner in the Digital Media Initiative until its contract was terminated in 2009 (see 
below). In December 2010, SIS was acquired from Siemens by the French 

company Atos and BBC IT, broadcast and website systems are now managed by Atos. 


March 2007: Blue Peter phone-in(edit] 


A phone-in competition supporting Unicef, held by the children's programme Blue 
Peter in November 2006, was revealed to have been rigged. The winning caller in the 
competition was actually a visitor to the set who pretended to be calling from an outside 
line to select a prize. The competition was rigged because of a technical problem with 
receiving the calls.” The controversy was the beginning of a wider controversy in which 
a number of other broadcasters were fined for faking telephone competitions. 


March 2007: BBC Jam(edit] 


In 2006 the BBC launched a free educational website for children, BBC Jam, which cost 
£150 million. Following complaints by a number of commercial suppliers of educational 
software that the BBC was engaging in anti-competitive practices by providing this 
service for free, the BBC Trust announced that the website would be suspended pending 
a review.24 The following year it was decided that the service would not be relaunched 
and it was closed permanently. 


July 2007: A Year with the Queen(eait] 


In early 2007 the BBC commissioned RDF Media to make a behind-the-scenes film about 
the monarchy, titled Monarchy: The Royal Family at Work, for BBC One. A 60-second 
trailer was shown at the BBC1 autumn launch in London on 11 July. The trailer showed 
two clips of Queen Elizabeth Il; one in which she tells photographer Annie Leibovitz that 
she will not remove her crown to make the scene look "less dressy", and another in 
aes the Queen says "I'm not changing anything. I've done enough dressing like this". 


The shots in the trailer were edited out of sequence, making it appear as if the Queen 
had abruptly left the photo shoot, when in fact, the second shot showed 

her entering the shoot. BBC 1 Controller Peter Fincham told journalists at the launch 
that it showed the monarch "losing it a bit and walking out in a huff". 


The next day, newspapers and other media sources ran headlines stating that the 
Queen had stormed out during the session. On 12 July, the BBC released a formal 
apology! to both the Queen and Leibovitz. On 16 July, RDF Media admitted it was 
"guilty of a serious error of judgement"; Fincham and RDF Media chief creative 
officer Stephen Lambert both resigned. 


In October 2007, the BBC released the report of its investigation into the incident. The 
investigation concluded that nobody at the BBC "consciously set out to defame or 
misrepresent the Queen" and that there was never a possibility "that the misleading 


sequence could have been included in the finished documentary to be broadcast by the 
BBC" but that nonetheless "the incident reveal[ed] misjudgements, poor practice and 
ineffective systems as well, of course, as the usual helping of bad luck that often 
accompanies such sorry affairs." 


September 2007: The Blue Peter cat(edit] 


When the children's programme B/ue Peter acquired a pet cat in January 2007, it held 
an internet vote to choose a name for the animal. In September of that year, it was 
revealed that viewers had selected the name Cookie, but producers changed the result 
to Socks instead, leading to accusations of breach of audience trust. An apology to 
viewers was subsequently made on the programme. 


2008: The Russell Brand Show prank telephone calls 
row |edit] 
Main article: The Russell Brand Show prank telephone calls row 


In a show recorded on 16 October 2008 and broadcast two days later, Brand made 
several phone calls, along with guest Jonathan Ross, to the home of actor Andrew 
Sachs, claiming that Brand had sexual relations with his granddaughter Georgina Baillie, 
along with further apparently lewd suggestions. Later coverage in the Daily 

Mail newspaper led to number of complaints, and ultimately Ross left the broadcaster. 


2009: Gaza DEC Appeal 2009 refusal to broadcast(cait] 


On 22 January 2009, the BBC declined a request from the Disasters Emergency 
Committee’ (DEC) to screen an aid appeal intended to raise money to aid the relief 
effort following then recent hostilities in the Gaza Strip. Explanations cited by Mark 
Thompson, the BBC's then Director General raised doubts about the possibility of 
delivering aid in a volatile situation and highlighted the need to avoid any risk of 
compromising public confidence in the BBC's impartiality in the context of an ongoing 
news story. 


Because of a lack of consensus among UK broadcasters, with British Sky 

Broadcasting announcing it would follow the BBC's view, TV channels in the UK initially 
decided not to broadcast the appeal.,@! A public demonstration occurred outside 
Broadcasting House on 24 January with former cabinet minister Tony Benn attacking the 
decision in an interview on BBC News 24 during which he read out the appeal address, 
and alleging that the Israeli government was preventing the appeal from being 
broadcast. 


The Guardian reported that the BBC faced a revolt from its journalists over the issue, 
and that they had been threatened with dismissal if they spoke out.2# In an editorial, 
the paper described the refusal to broadcast the appeal as 'taking a partisan stance' 
and an error of judgement. 


Four days after the BBC refusal, ITV, Channel 4 and Five broadcast the appeal intact on 
26 January. The BBC also broadcast substantial extracts from the appeal in its TV news 
programmes. 


The BBC's decision came in for criticism across the political spectrum including from 
senior politicians such as Nick Clegg, Douglas Alexander and Hazel Blears and public 
figures like the Archbishops of York®! and Canterbury,» although it was supported by a 
few commentators such as Dominic Lawson. 


On 25 January 2009, then Secretary of State for International Development Douglas 
Alexander supported the appeal telling Sky News: "My appeal is a much more straight 
forward one. People are suffering right now, many hundreds of thousands of people are 
without the basic necessities of life. That for me is a very straight forward case and | 
sincerely hope that the British people respond with characteristic generosity." 82 


MP Richard Burden put forward an early day motion calling on the BBC to screen the 
appeal which received the support of 112 MPs.®82 Meanwhile, another Labour 

MP, Gerald Kaufman, complained about "nasty pressure" on the BBC from Israeli 
lobbyists. However, Mark Thompson, the Director-General of the BBC, denied that the 
decision was due to Israeli pressure. Complaints to the BBC about the decision were 
directed to Mark Thompson's blog.“= BBC's Newsnight programme reported that the 
BBC had received over 15,000 complaints as well as 200 letters of support. 22 


After the appeal was broadcast on Channel 4 on 26 January 2009, Niaz Alam resigned as 
an external member of the BBC's Appeals Advisory Committee in protest“ at the BBC's 
explanation of its refusal to broadcast the appeal, after news coverage gave the 
impression the whole of this committee had been party to the decision. 


A version of his resignation letter,’ was published in Private Eye," defending the 
impartiality of the Disasters Emergency Committee's recommendation and criticising 
the BBC's refusal to broadcast the appeal. The letter also disputed the logic of the 
justification to block the appeal on grounds of impartiality by pointing out that 'the 
ultimate logic of a policy of avoiding appeals arising out of politically controversial 
conflicts would be for the BBC to ignore major humanitarian crises.' 


Journalist and broadcaster Peter Oborne wrote and presented an edition of Channel 
4's Dispatches titled "Inside Britain's Israel Lobby, " in which this controversy was 
featured as one small part towards the end, when he discussed the BBC's refusal to 
broadcast the 2009 DEC Gaza appeal with Niaz Alam. 


The BBC Trust reported in its 'Decision of the BBC Trust’ document on the appeal that, 
‘the BBC Executive had received about 40,000 complaints about the Director General's 
decision'.2= The BBC's chief operating officer, Caroline Thomson, affirmed the need to 
broadcast "without affecting and impinging on the audience's perception of our 
impartiality" and that in this case, it was a "real issue. "22 


The 2009 Gaza appeal is the only occasion on which the BBC is known to have refused 
an appeal broadcast request from the DEC. 


It is reported the 2009 DEC Gaza appeal screened only by Channel 4 and ITV raised 
£8.3m.22 In August 2014 the BBC broadcast a new DEC aid appeal for people in Gaza, 
(91 without similar controversy, which raised £16m over two years. 1% 


2009: BNP Question Time appearance (edit] 

Main article: Question Time British National Party controversy 

Following the improved performance of the British National Party in the 2009 European 
elections, the BBC controversially changed its stance on the appearance of the BNP on 
the flagship current affairs talk show, Question Time, and invited party leader Nick 


Griffin to appear on its edition of 22 October 2009. The BBC was also obliged to transmit 
party political broadcasts by the BNP. 


2008-2013: Digital Media Initiative) edit] 
Main article: Digital Media Initiative 


In 2008 the BBC launched the Digital Media Initiative (DMI), a technology programme 
intended to streamline broadcast operations by moving to a fully 

digital, tapeless production workflow at a cost of £81.7 million. It was forecast to deliver 
cost savings to the BBC of around £18 million. DMI was contracted out to the technology 
services provider Siemens with consulting by Deloitte. 


Costs of the project rose after a number of technical problems and delays, and in 2009 
the BBC terminated the contract with Siemens." BBC losses were estimated to be 
£38.2m,© partially offset by a £27.5m settlement paid by Siemens, leaving a loss of 
£10.7m to the BBC. The BBC was criticised by the UK National Audit Office in 2011 for 
its handling of the project. 12 


In 2009 the BBC brought the DMI project in-house and started work on a digital system 
to be known as Fabric. Lord Hall, the BBC's Director General, announced in late May 
2013 that the project was to be abandoned after costs reached £98 million, 2922 


2009-2012: Denis Avey Claims(edit] 


On 29 November 2009 BBC News Channel broadcast claims by Denis Avey that he 
smuggled himself into Monowitz concentration camp in 1944. These claims were 
presented as fact on the BBC website and became the subject of the best-selling 
book The Man who Broke into Auschwitz co-authored by Avey and BBC journalist Rob 
Broomby. Avey's claims generated considerable controversy, and were questioned in a 
number of newspapers.222281 The BBC came under criticism for having broadcast these 
and for promoting the book.21°21 The BBC subsequently acknowledged the controversy 
in a subsequent programme. 


2009-2014: Women in panel shows(edit] 


In 2009, the actress and comedian Victoria Wood stated that BBC panel shows were too 
male-dominated, and involved "a lot of men topping each other". m2 


In February 2014 the television executive Danny Cohen said that there would no longer 
be any all male comedy panel shows on the BBC and all shows must contain a woman. 
The journalist Caitlin Moran referred to tokenism already existing on such shows. 

w31 Dara Ó Briain, host of BBC 2 panel show Mock the Week, also referred to tokenism 
and "token woman" speaking against this idea.“ Comedian Milton Jones called it 
"counterproductive". 131 


Journalist Deborah Orr, although she also considered it "tokenistic", wrote in favour of 
the plan: "The issue of gender representation on panel games is comparatively trivial. 
But the fact is this: if comparatively trivial contemporary manifestations of long- 
standing disadvantage cannot be seen for what they are, and dealt with, but instead 
become bemired in trenchant opposition, what hope is there in tackling the vast, brutal 
and comprehensive ones." 


2010-present[edit] 


2010: Weapons claims offend Bob Geldof, Ethiopia and 
Africa(edit] 


In March 2010 Bob Geldof confronted Andrew Marr on a BBC report claiming the 
Ethiopian government used money raised for the famine to pay for weapons. Geldof and 
the Band Aid Trust reported the BBC to Ofcom over the incident.“2 Development 
agency Christian Aid announced it too would make a complaint to the BBC Trust.™£ The 


Ethiopian ambassador to the UK Berhanu Kebede called it a "disgrace" and a "ridiculous 
report" and said the BBC had "destroyed its credibility in Africa" by making such claims. 
1191 Geldof said it would be a "tragedy" if British people refused to donate money due to 

the BBC claims.“ 


The BBC initially announced that it was standing by its report and claimed to have 
evidence to back up its stance." The BBC was forced to broadcast a series of apologies 
in November 2010 after realising that it did not have enough evidence that any money 
was spent on weapons, basing much of the unfounded claims on a CIA report it had 
failed to question. It also apologised to Geldof for claiming that he had refused to 
respond to its fabricated story, with Geldof saying that much damage had been caused 
by the BBC to charity campaigns.“2 Mr. Geldof also said "appalling damage" had been 
caused to the Band Aid Trust by the BBC.2231 


2007-2011: Accusations of ageism and sexism (edit] 


The BBC was accused of ageism and sexism when news presenter Moira Stuart (55) - 
the first black female television newsreader - was sacked in April 2007 after more than 
two decades of presenting, despite many male presenters in similar situations being 
allowed to continue in their jobs.2% In November 2008, four 

female Countryfile presenters (Michaela Strachan, Charlotte Smith, Miriam 

O'Reilly and Juliet Morris), all in their 40s and 50s, were dismissed from the show.222 


The issue returned in July 2009, when former theatre choreographer Arlene Phillips (66) 
was replaced on the Strictly Come Dancing panel by Alesha Dixon, a pop-star half her 
age.228 The males on the show were Len Goodman (65), Bruno Tonioli (53), Craig Revel 
Horwood (44), and Bruce Forsyth (81).428 


Former Countryfile presenter Miriam O'Reilly claimed she was "warned about wrinkles", 
222 and won an employment tribunal against the corporation on the grounds of ageism 
and victimisation - but not sexism.“22 With other older women also dropped by the 
BBC, Joan Bakewell claimed the BBC's policy was "damaging the position of older 
women in society", whilst former Liberal Democrat leader Menzies Campbell said that 
the BBC was obsessed with youth culture and was shallow thinking. =% 


2010-2011: Q/ and Tsutomu Yamaguchi(edit] 


In December 2010, the BBC broadcast an episode of its TV quiz show Q/ in which 
panellists made jokes during a discussion about Tsutomu Yamaguchi, who survived 
both atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945.22 Yamaguchi had 
died only earlier that year.2 The Japanese embassy in London wrote a letter of 
complaint to the BBC about the content of its quiz show after being alerted to the 
offensive content when viewers in Japan contacted diplomatic staff.~2 Yamaguchi's 
daughter also made known how upset she was as a result of the comments broadcast 
on the BBC.4 She said that Britain, as a nuclear power, had no right to "look down" on 
her father, 2221 


In January 2011, the BBC issued an apology for "any offence caused" to Japan by the 
incident, recognising "the sensitivity of the subject matter for Japanese viewers" .“2 In 
February 2011, the BBC blamed a "strength of feeling" in Japan following its atomic 
bomb joke broadcast for the cancellation of the filming of part of its Planet 

Word documentary in Japan.“ The documentary was due to be presented by Stephen 
Fry, the host of Q/.34! 


2011: Top Gear comments on Mexicoj/edit] 


On 30 January 2011, the BBC broadcast an episode of its motoring TV show Top 

Gear during which presenters referred to Mexicans as both "lazy" and "feckless" and 
Mexican food as "refried sick". The broadcast caused many complaints in Mexico, 
including in newspapers and websites, while a motion of censure was considered in the 
Mexican senate and the BBC Spanish-language website BBC Mundo received protests. 
4351 Richard Hammond, one of the presenters, expressed doubt that there would be any 
complaints against them as, he alleged, the Mexican ambassador would be asleep. 235! 


British MPs described the comments as "ignorant, derogatory and racist" and called on 
the BBC to say it was sorry. Mexico's ambassador in London also requested that the 
BBC Say it was sorry for the "offensive, xenophobic and humiliating" comments."32 

436] The legal firm who previously pursued the media in the Shilpa Shetty case involving 
comments in Big Brother have engaged clients for the case.'321 


The BBC then offered an apology, though it claimed there was no "vindictiveness" in the 
remarks and that they were just part of the stereotype-based comedy the organisation 
espoused, such as when it "make|[s] jokes about the Italians being disorganised and 
over dramatic, the French being arrogant and the Germans being over-organised".225) 
2381 Trevor Phillips, head of the Equality and Human Rights Commission, told The Sunday 
Times that he was "not going to get hot under the collar about schoolboy provocation 
which frankly is organised so that we can get into a ruck and sell more DVDs for Jeremy 
Clarkson - Jeremy is rich enough". m% 


Fake child labour footage in Bangalore(edit] 


The BBC's 50-year-old flagship weekly current affairs programme Panorama had aired a 
documentary claiming that Bangalore-based suppliers of Primark, a hugely successful 
retailer with 220 stores across Europe, were using child labour in their production in 
2008. The claim has been found to be untrue and the BBC apologised to Primark 
admitting its mistake. Responding to Primark's protest, the BBC conceded in a 49-page 
report that footage of three boys engaged in completing garments for Primark was 
"more likely than not" to have been "not genuine" after a three-year internal inquiry. 224 


UEFA Euro 2012 in Poland and Ukraine(edit] 


During the UEFA Euro 2012 football tournament in Poland and Ukraine, the BBC current 
affairs programme Panorama aired Euro 2012: Stadiums of Hate, which discussed 
racism in the sport. It included recent footage of supporters chanting various 
xenophobic slogans and displays of white power symbols and banners in Poland, as well 
as Nazi salutes and the beating of a few South Asians in Ukraine.” The documentary 
was widely commented in the British press, but later criticised for being one-sided, 
sensationalist and unethical. The critics included other British media outlets, Polish anti- 
racism campaigners and black and Jewish community leaders in Poland. Polish and 
Ukrainian politicians and journalists, British fans visiting Poland and Ukraine and Gary 
Lineker also voiced similar concerns about the broadcast. nusas] 


The executive director of the Jewish Community Centre of Kraków, Jonathan Ornstein, a 
Jewish source used in the film said: "I am furious at the way the BBC has exploited me 
as a source. The organization used me and others to manipulate the serious subject of 
anti-Semitism for its own sensationalist agenda... the BBC knowingly cheated its own 
audience - the British people - by concocting a false horror story about Poland. In doing 
so, the BBC has spread fear, ignorance, prejudice and hatred. | am profoundly disturbed 
by this unethical form of journalism. "1421 


The Guardian reported: "Other sources have come forward to say that an interview with 
a Jewish Israeli player was also cut from the programme because he failed to confirm 
Panorama's "anti-semitism" thesis. The BBC interviewed midfielder Aviram Baruchian, 
who plays for the Polish team Polonia Warsaw. One source who was present said the 
Panorama journalists had complained afterwards that the interview was "useless". 
Panorama strongly denies this.242 


The Daily Mail reported that the Football Association intended to write a letter of 
complaint to the BBC.2%4 


Despite the BBC warning, Poland and Ukraine fans were not exhibiting racist attitudes. 
By the end of the tournament however, four other nations were fined by UEFA for the 
racist activities of their fans: Germany, Spain, Croatia and Russia. 1an 


June 2012: Diamond Jubilee coverage(edit] 


The BBC's live television coverage of the Queen's Diamond Jubilee River Thames 
Pageant on 3 June 2012 attracted some criticism in the media, and the corporation 
reportedly received over 4500 complaints from members of the public about the 
broadcast.“ Criticism centred on the "informal" style of presentation which was 
perceived by some commentators to be too lowbrow for a royal occasion. Some 
reviewers thought that the BBC presenters had concentrated too much on 
interviewing celebrities and that they were insufficiently prepared to add depth to the 
TV commentary. 2512521 


The actor and writer Stephen Fry was of the opinion that the coverage was "mind- 
numbingly tedious",4=! and BBC radio presenter Sue MacGregor expressed 
disappointment that the coverage had failed to provide sufficient historical context to 
viewers.4*41 Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy" and composer Gavin Greenaway'** publicly 
criticised the lack of television coverage given to the music which had been specially 
commissioned for the event. BBC creative director Alan Yentob defended the BBC's 
coverage, citing high audience approval ratings, and Director-General of the BBC Mark 
Thompson congratulated BBC staff for their work on the broadcast.4=4 


October 2012: Jimmy Savile abuse scandal [edit] 
Main article: Jimmy Savile sexual abuse scandal 


In early October 2012, it was found that a Newsnight investigation to allegations 

of sexual abuse by the late Jimmy Savile had been shelved shortly before it was due to 
be broadcast.2=1 On 11 October George Entwistle, the Director-General of the BBC, 
directed the head of BBC Scotland, Ken MacQuarrie, to commence an investigation into 
why this program was cancelled,“ He also announced an investigation into the BBC's 
child protection policy, and another into the prevalent culture within the department, 
particularly at the time of Savile's employment. #s%usu 


On 23 October 2012, Entwistle appeared before the Culture, Media and Sport 
Committee to answer questions following revelations that Savile had abused children on 
BBC property while working for the BBC. When asked by committee chairman John 
Whittingdale if the BBC's reputation for trust and integrity was in jeopardy, Entwistle 
stated that allegations of child abuse at the BBC were a "very, very grave matter". 

ue) A Panorama investigation reported on what they considered to have been a 
paedophile ring that might have operated for at least 20 years, and possibly as long as 
40 years,2! and BBC World Affairs editor John Simpson described it as the BBC's 
"biggest crisis for over 50 years". 28! 


On 12 November the BBC announced that its director of news Helen Boaden was 
"stepping aside", together with her deputy Steve Mitchell, prior to the outcome of an 
investigation into the Savile child abuse claims.“ Nick Pollard's report into the shelving 
of a Newsnight report on Savile in 2011 was published on 19 December 2012. It 
concluded that the decision to drop the original report was "flawed", but that it had not 
been done to protect programmes prepared as tributes to Savile. Pollard's report 
criticised George Entwistle for apparently failing to read emails warning him of Savile's 
"dark side",2% and stated that, after the allegations against Savile eventually became 
public, the BBC fell into a "level of chaos and confusion [that] was even greater than 
was apparent at the time".“4 The BBC announced that Newsnight editor Peter 

Rippon and deputy editor Liz Gibbons would be replaced, and that deputy director of 
news Steve Mitchell had resigned, but that Helen Boaden would return to her role.224 


On 21 January 2013, the BBC News website ran a story that revealed that the BBC had 
received 216 complaints for their children's channel CBeebies having shown a repeat of 
a cancelled children's programme called Tweenies the previous day, that showed a 
character known as "Max" impersonating Jimmy Savile; the character had on a blonde 
wig (not usually part of "his" wardrobe), and used Savile's accent and catchphrase "Now 
then, guys and gals". "Max" is an adult character on this show which is set in a day care 
centre; he looks after pre-school-aged characters. Government media regulation 

body Ofcom said it had received "tens" of complaints as well. The BBC responded with 
the following: 


"This morning CBeebies broadcast a repeat of an episode of the Tweenies, originally 
made in 2001, featuring a character dressed as a DJ impersonating Jimmy Savile. This 
programme will not be repeated and we are very sorry for any offence caused."2#! 


November 2012: Lord McAlpine falsely implicated in 
child abuse scandal [edit] 


In the aftermath of the Jimmy Savile scandal, Newsnight investigated the North Wales 
child abuse scandal. On 2 November 2012, a former resident of the Bryn Estyn 
children's home was reported on Newsnight claiming that a prominent, but unnamed, 
former Conservative politician had sexually abused him during the 1970s.“ The 
rumour was spread by users of Twitter and other social media which identified the 
politician. After The Guardian reported a possible case of mistaken identity,“ Lord 
McAlpine issued a strong denial that he was in any way involved, asserting that the 
allegations were wholly false and seriously defamatory. The accuser unreservedly 
apologised, admitting that, as soon as he saw a photograph of the individual, he 
realised he had been mistaken. The BBC also apologised. 


However McAlpine about whom the claims were made, began legal proceedings against 
the broadcasters who made allegations about him,“ eventually settling for £185,000 
from the BBC and £125,000 from ITV.“ In a subsequent libel case, Sally Bercow, wife 
of John Bercow, Speaker of the House of Commons, was prosecuted for libel regarding 
her Twitter posting which named McAlpine. Following a High Court verdict in favour of 
the plaintiff, where Bercow's comment was found to have been defamatory, she paid 
undisclosed damages to McAlpine."22! 


The decision to broadcast the Newsnight report without contacting its subject led to 
further criticism of the BBC, and the resignation of its Director-General, George 
Entwistle on 10 November.2 It was later announced that Entwistle's severance 
package was in excess of £1.3 million. Harriet Harman, Labour's Shadow Secretary of 


State for Culture, Media and Sport, declared that Entwistle had been rewarded for 
‘failure’ 425) 


July 2013: Executive payoffs[edit] 


The large severance payments given to departing BBC executives came to widespread 
media attention in 2013 when the National Audit Office conducted an investigation into 
BBC senior management pay. The practice had been going on for a number of years. 
Senior executives whose payments were criticised included: chief operating 

officer Caroline Thomson, who received a total of £680,400 on her departure in 2011; 
Deputy Director-General Mark Byford who also left the BBC in 2011, taking £949,000; 
CEO of BBC Worldwide John Smith who was paid a total of £1,031,000 in 2011 (he later 
returned £205,000); George Entwistle who left the Director-General job after only 54 
days following the Savile crisis, and received a payment of £511,500; and Roly Keating, 
the head of BBC Archives, who received a £375,000 severance payment in 2012 (which 
he later repaid in full). Margaret Hodge, chair of the Public Accounts Committee, 
criticised the practice, calling it an "outrageous waste of licence fee payers' money." 
Following his appointment as Director General, Lord Hall introduced a £150,000 cap on 
severance payments.” Mark Thompson stated to the PAC that the payments had been 
fully approved by the BBC Trust.24 


November 2013: Generation War edit] 


BBC plans to broadcast the German ZDF film Generation War“! upset certain British 
residents of Polish origin, as the film had already been accused of slandering the Polish 
anti-Nazi underground Armia Krajowa as anti-Semites, and of portraying false 
stereotypes of Poles and Germans during the period of occupation.2 In Germany, after 
ambassador Jerzy Marganski sent a letter of complaint to ZDF, the broadcaster provided 
corrective actions producing and broadcasting film 'Kampf ums Uberleben’'.222 


August 2014: Coverage of Cliff Richard's property 
search/edit] 


On 14 August 2014, Cliff Richard's apartment in Berkshire was searched by South 
Yorkshire Police in relation to an alleged historical sexual assault on a boy aged under 
16.28 BBC reporters were on the scene as police arrived, and a BBC helicopter covered 
the raid as it happened.“£! Richard, who was in Portugal at the time, released a 
statement asserting that the allegation was "completely false" and complained that the 
press appeared to have been given advance notice of the search - whereas he had not 
been.” The BBC's home affairs correspondent Danny Shaw stated that the media 
presence at Richard's home "was highly unusual - it appears to be a deliberate attempt 
by police to ensure maximum coverage", but added: "That's not illegal - but there are 
strict guidelines.""84 South Yorkshire Police initially denied leaking details of the 
property search, but later confirmed that they had been "working with a media outlet" 
about the investigation.2=! 


By 19 August, the BBC claimed to have received up to 594 complaints regarding the 
coverage.: Barrister and broadcaster Geoffrey Robertson questioned the legality of the 
search and called for an independent inquiry into the police operation and the prior 
leaking to media of the property search.2#! Former Attorney General Dominic 

Grieve accused the police of having a "collusive relationship" with the BBC, claiming 
that the decision to tip off the BBC "seems quite extraordinary." Officials from the 
BBC and South Yorkshire Police were called before the Home Affairs Select 

Committee on 2 September. There, the chief constable of South Yorkshire Police 


accused the BBC of "extortion"; however, MPs dismissed this, with chairman Keith 
Vaz stating that the BBC had "acted perfectly properly" in its coverage of the raid.42 


After being told he would not be charged in June 2016, Richard said that he was 
considering suing the BBC. The BBC apologised for "distress" caused by its coverage but 
stood by the story as it believed it was in the public interest. Richard sued the BBC 
and was awarded £210,000 in damages in July 2018 after London's High Court ruled 
that the broadcaster had infringed his right to privacy.!2! 


September 2014: Coverage of Scottish independence 


campaign(edit] 
See also: Criticism of the BBC § Scottish independence referendum, 2014 


Throughout the campaign preceding the Scottish independence referendum held on 18 
September 2014, there were accusations claiming that the BBC was neither neutral nor 
impartial. 


On 14 September 2014 thousands of protesters demonstrated outside BBC Scotland's 
headquarters in Glasgow accusing the corporation and its political editor Nick 
Robinson of broadcasting “lies” and of being “biased” against the Yes- 

Scotland campaign.2° The demonstrators demanded that Robinson be dismissed. 

a9 The 'Yes' campaign was not itself involved in the demonstration. The protestors also 


later complained that coverage about the demonstration was not broadcast by the BBC. 
[192] 


Alex Salmond, Scotland's First Minister and leader of the Scottish National Party, agreed 
with the view that the BBC was biased in favour of retaining the union. However, in an 
interview given after his clash with Robinson, he said he believed it was the fault of the 
BBC's London-based staff rather than BBC Scotland itself.422 


Professor John Robertson and a team at the University of the West of 

Scotland monitored news broadcasts of the BBC and ITV until September 2013 for their 
study Fairness in the First Year. The report found that the BBC was biased against the 
'Yes' campaign in matters of airtime, sequencing of news items, prevalence of "bad 
news" items, and misleading presentation of sources as impartial.22425! John Boothman, 
BBC Scotland's head of news and current affairs, rejected Robertson's accusation that 
the BBC had suppressed coverage of the report, while Ken MacQuarrie, director of BBC 
Scotland, rejected the report's allegations, 229221 


March 2015: Jeremy Clarkson's contract{[edit] 


On 11 March 2015, the BBC suspended Jeremy Clarkson after a reported altercation 
with a producer.@%! It was later established that Clarkson, in a "fracas", had punched 
producer Oisin Tymon during an argument over catering arrangements at the Top 
Gear production crew's hotel.= A petition on change.org to reinstate Clarkson gained 
over one million signatories before it was delivered to the BBC.2 


On 25 March 2015, the BBC announced that Jeremy Clarkson's Top Gear contract would 
not be renewed and that he would be dropped from the programme.2% After an internal 
investigation, the final decision had been taken by Tony Hall, director general of the 
BBC.21 This development led the other Top Gear presenters, Richard 

Hammond and James May, to support Clarkson by quitting Top Gear themselves (by 
allowing their BBC contracts to expire at the end of March without renewal). 2% 


January 2016: co-ordinated on-air resignation(edit] 


In January 2016, the team behind the BBC's Daily Politics show co-ordinated the on-air 
resignation of Labour politician Stephen Doughty shortly before the start of Prime 
Minister's Questions. The show's output editor Andrew Alexander wrote a (later deleted) 
blog post for the BBC website explaining how this had come about. Alexander wrote: 
"We knew his resignation just before PMQs would be a dramatic moment with big 
political impact". The timing of the announcement ensured Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn was caught off guard. BBC News political editor Laura Kuenssberg "sealed the 
deal" with Doughty before filming, even though it appeared to viewers that the 
resignation had been unplanned. A camera crew even filmed Doughty and Kuenssberg 
arriving at the studio together in advance of the announcement, this to televise later on 
news b u l leti ns , [204]ibetter source needed] 


2017 and 2018: Gender pay gap controversy (edit! 


Main article: BBC gender pay gap controversy 


In July 2017, in response to a demand from the UK government as a condition of its 

new royal charter, the BBC published a list of all employees who earned more than 
£150,000.2251205121 Of the 96 BBC employees making over this threshold, 62 were men 
and 34 were women, and of the seven highest earners, all were men.2%2°4 The 
disclosure prompted criticism of the BBC over the gender pay gap; other critics also 
criticised a lack of ethnic diversity among the highest-earning BBC personalities. 2081207112081 


Early in January 2018, it was announced that Carrie Gracie, the BBC's China editor, had 
resigned from the role because of the salary gender disparity.2 A pre-broadcast 
conversation between Today presenter John Humphrys and Jon Sopel, the BBC's North 
America editor, was leaked a few days later. Humphrys was recorded joking about the 
disparity. BBC management itself was said to be "deeply unimpressed" with Humphrys' 
comments.2 


It became known on 26 January that some of the BBC's leading male presenters would 
take a pay cut. According to the BBC's media editor Amol Rajan, Huw Edwards, Jeremy 
Vine, and John Humphrys were among those to have agreed to a salary reduction.24 


2019: Naga Munchetty ruled to have breached BBC 
rules[edit] 


In September 2019 Naga Munchetty was found to have breached BBC rules by saying 
"Every time | have been told, as a woman of colour, to go back to where | came from, 
that was embedded in racism. "Now I'm not accusing anyone of anything here, but you 
know what certain phrases mean." 


2019: Removal of audience laughter from Question 
Time footage in a news report{edit] 


In a special Question Time leaders' debate held on 22 November 2019 ahead of that 
year's UK general election, the leader of the Conservative Party and the Prime Minister 
of the UK Boris Johnson was met with a question from an audience member about being 
honest in Johnson's position. The question was subsequently followed by laughter and 
applause from other audiences, while Johnson was struggling to answer. 22! 


The footage from the moment was largely untouched (complete with sound) in a report 
broadcast during that night's BBC News at Ten, but in another report about the same 


debate aired during the shorter lunchtime bulletin the next day, the laughter had been 
removed from the footage. A viewer, who have quickly noticed the difference between 
the footage from the debate and the report from the lunchtime bulletin, posted a 
comparison video on Twitter. The BBC was soon accused of censorship that favour the 
Conservatives and the UK Government. Journalist Peter Oborne compared the 
incident to the censorship in Soviet television, while BBC News presenter Huw 
Edwards have defended that it was an error rather than a conspiracy. 2/2131 


The BBC have initially defended the decision, claiming it was for timing reasons. 
However, the corporation later admitted that it was a "mistake".222! 


See also[edit] 
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Other channels: 


e CBS controversies 

e CNN controversies 

e Fox News controversies 
e Press TV controversies 
e MSNBC controversies 


Notes[edit] 


1. ^ The list included only compensation paid directly from BBC's license fees; payments 
from BBC Worldwide and payments made through independent production firms were not 
included, 2esu2081 
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The BBC logo has been a brand identity for the corporation and its work since the 
1950s in a variety of designs. Until the introduction of a logo in 1958, the corporation 
had relied on its coat of arms for official documentation and correspondence, although 


this crest rarely appeared onscreen. With the increased role of television for the BBC in 
the 1960s, particularly after the foundation of ITV, the corporation used its logo to 
increase viewer familiarity and to standardise their image and content. The logo has 
since been redesigned a number of times, most recently, in 1997 with the BBC blocks, 
a logo designed to work across media. From 1958, for this television network, there are 
five different logos. The first logo of network is used from 1958 to 1963, the second logo 
is used from 1963 to 1971, the third logo is used from 1971 to 1992, the fourth logo is 
used from 1988 to 1998, and the fifth and current logo is used from 1997." 


History[edit] 
Before the logo[edit] 


The Bat's Wings from 1953 to 1958. 


Before the BBC introduced its logo itself, in the form of the slanted boxes, the BBC used 
a variety of different symbols with which to represent itself. In printed media and 
corporation correspondence, it used the BBC coat of arms, while on screen, it used a 
different logo type. Originally, it used a stylised BBC text on early equipment, not unlike 
the caption that accompanied the BBC1 COW globe. This logo was rarely seen on 
screen, with captions containing the words "BBC Television Service" along with 
matching clock. In 1932, when the original reception room of the BBC Broadcasting 
House in London opened, a logo was laid in mosaic on the floor. This logo was merely a 
stylized entwining of two capital B's, one facing either direction, linked by a C in the 
centre. This mosaic logo is still visible on the floor today, though the area no longer 
serves as the BBC's main reception room. 


1950s(edit] 


The first 'Blocks' logo with italicised lettering, used between 1958 and 1963. 


The first incarnation of the BBC blocks logo appeared in 1958. It consisted of square 
boxes with slanted letters, not unlike the first slanted logo seen in the 1960s. In 1953, 
Abram Games was commissioned to design an on-air image. Nicknamed the 'bat's 


wings’, it consisted of a rounded brass contraption with a tiny spinning globe in its 
centre, with large wing-like protrusions flanked by lightning bolts on either side. For BBC 
Scotland, the globe in the centre was replaced by a lion. 


1960s(edit] 


The first slanted logo used between 1963 and 1971. 


In the 1960s, the main BBC logo consisted of slanted boxes with italicised bold lettering. 
This was introduced soon after the introduction of ITV in 1955. This type of logo would 
go on captions at the end of productions as well as on cameras and other equipment 
used by the BBC. They became important when popular BBC programmes and clips 
from the BBC archives were being sold to be aired on other networks and channels. It 
was in the early 1960s that the 'bat's wings' logo ceased to be used. It was superseded 
by the BBC TV logo within a circle, behind which would appear a map of Britain split into 
broadcast regions. This set the style for a succession of circular images. On 30 
September 1963, the BBC's globe logo first appeared. This was a striped line broken in 
the middle by a globe, with BBC1 in block letters below it. When it appeared, the 
continuity announcer would say "This is BBC Television." while the globe spun. 1964 
saw the creation of BBC1 and BBC2 brands, with the distinctive horizontal stripes across 
the screen. In April 1964, BBC2 was launched. Its logo was similar to that of BBC1, 
featuring the distinctive horizontal stripe, but with a large 2 in the centre with the BBC 
blocks beneath. As part of the publicity campaign for the new channel, artist Desmond 
Marwood created images of a kangaroo, named Hullabaloo with a baby named Custard 
in its pouch, to represent the new station. In 1969, when BBC 1 began broadcasting in 
colour, it introduced the 'mirror globe' logo. This logo show a rotating blue globe 
superimposed over a flat globe, as on a map. Below the globes there is a line and the 
words BBC1 COLOUR. The word ‘colour’ was included to remind viewers still watching in 
black and white to purchase a colour TV set. 


1970s([edit] 


The rounded off and slanted logo that was used between 1971 and 1992. 


In 1971, a new softer logo was made, rounding off the boxes and making the spaces 
between the boxes larger. This logo was used on BBC merchandise, as well as 

the BBC1 idents and the BBC2 clock. More now than ever, merchandise was being 
branded with the logo, as more productions were being sold via the BBC's American 
identity, Lionheart Television. Also, records and videos were now starting to be 
produced and a corporate identity was getting more and more essential to ensuring that 
the audience knew it was authentic and that the quality programmes they were 
watching could be attributed to the BBC. The mirror globe began using a more ornate 
font in 1972. From the mid-1970s to the mid-1980s, the BBC1 channel logo used several 
different fonts, but with each change the logo remained blue. At this time, BBC logos 


were mechanical models filmed by black-and-white cameras. Colour was added 
afterwards, electronically, rendering it simple to change the colour as needed. In 1967, 
BBC2 introduced a logo featuring a blue 2 with a dot in the curve of the 2 and the word 
COLOUR underneath. In 1979, BBC2 debuted the first-ever computer-generated logo, a 
2 flanked by a double line on the side. The symbols appeared on a black background, 
then disappeared. This logo remained in use until 1992.42 


1980s(edit] 


The underlined and final slanted logo that was used between 1988 and 1998. 


In May 1988, the BBC produced yet another new logo. Since the last one was made, a 
consumer brand was becoming part of nearly every TV station and corporation at the 
time (and, at ITV, had been so for many years). The BBC needed a strong and unified 
identity, and a change of said identity was key. Michael Peters was hired to design this 
all inclusive BBC identity for the corporation. They modified the then-current logo by 
sharpening up the parallelogram edges again and set them to an angle of 17 degrees 
without reducing the size of the spaces between the boxes. They also sharpened up the 
text to make it match the clarity of the logo itself. The typeface used 

was Helvetica Neue. Also, under-logo lines were added to the logo for the first time. 
These lines were coloured blue, red, green to reflect the flags of Scotland, Wales, 

and Northern Ireland respectively (an "English-bias" has always been a criticism of the 
BBC), as well as the three phosphors of colour television. These appeared on the BBC 
national-region identities from the identities's debut in 1988 and its gradual television 
debut over the period 1989-1991. 


Previously, in 1986, the electronically generated BBC2 logo was updated. The number 2 
was replaced with the word TWO. The letters were white, 3D letters on a white 
background with red striping on the T as well as green and blue striping on the W. The 
word TWO appeared and faded on the white background. 


The rebrands of both BBC1 and BBC2 in February 1991 were also based on the then- 
current BBC corporate identity, when these two channels were given a total corporate 
look, unlike previous ways of branding the channels. BBC Radio Clwyd continued to use 
this logo until the station was closed in around August 1998 and the logo continued as 


an in-credit logo. 


1990s[edit] 
The current and straight BBC logo since 1997. 


In the mid-1990s, when employed to rebrand BBC1, Martin Lambie-Nairn suggested that 
he look into the current logo choice and see what he could do, given that, the BBC at 
the time was also looking into the BBC brand as a whole. What he noticed, was that the 
BBC had a system that meant that every service or department had a different logo 


scheme. It had a BBC logo and the name with character. Lambie-Nairn decided to 
address this when he took on the project, as with all these logos, the core brand itself 
was severely weakened. It was also appropriate to look at the way the BBC was 
branded, as the BBC was about to take off in digital television and the internet, among 
other different ventures. After seeing a number of problems with the then-current logo, 
he decided that a new logo was necessary. The logo was technically unsuitable on- 
screen. When shrunk, it lost the lines underneath and the counters (the sections in the 
Bs) and also, when in colour on a colour photo, it again disappeared or parts vanished. 
Also, on a TV or computer, diagonals are difficult to work with as the logos pixelate, 
and anti-aliasing is required to make the logo work. The previous logo also followed the 
idea of the slanted boxes, and related the BBC back to the very first logo in the 1950s 
and 1960s, which was not what the corporation wanted at that time. Technically, the 
logo never looked comfortable next to the brand and straight letters. Finally, it was 
expensive to print as stationery would always have four-colour letterheads, and 
alongside other BBC brands could mean anything up to ten-colour letterheads and 
stationery. 


Lambie-Nairn's solution is the BBC logo that has been used on-screen since 4 October 
1997. By straightening up the boxes and letters, it removed all the problems associated 
with diagonals and those associated with disappearing lines. This kept the boxes' shape, 
so that it would still be familiar with what people know about the BBC. The typeface 
used is Gill Sans, made by Eric Gill. It was chosen because, it was elegant, robust and 
has a timeless appeal: the typeface had been created 60 years before and so avoided 
the typeface looking outdated at a later date. This typeface also eliminated the 
disappearing counters issue, as the counters of the Bs were much larger. Appropriately, 
some of Gill's statues adorn the exterior of Broadcasting House. The logo was also 
designed so that anything could be added after the BBC logo, be it department, 
corporate, brand, TV, radio, etc. Also, by using this system, everything looked like it 
came from the same organisation, and it was also easy to add new logos. This system 
also only used black and white letterheads, meaning a big cost saving to the BBC and 
the licence fee payer. 


The only visible issue with the system, was that the logo for the BBC television and 
radio brands did not reflect their genre or appeal to the tastes of their target audiences. 
Lambie-Nairn proposed to show this as personality in the idents themselves, and 
evidence of this can be seen in the idents for BBC One made just after the logo was 
introduced. The BBC One balloons were made using the new logo, with the personality 
device in the balloons. The BBC Two idents, the 2s remained the same but with the new 
logo added underneath. 


2000s and 2010S(edit] 


In 2002, the BBC One balloon idents were discontinued, as was the globe. The BBC Two 
idents that were in use since 1991 had been discontinued shortly before. BBC One's 
idents were replaced with ‘Rhythm & Movement’, with dancers from different cultures 
dancing to various musical styles, with BBC Two replacing their idents with the 
‘Personality’ idents; the same '2' number, in a yellow background and given a 
‘personality’. In 2006, BBC One Channel Controller Peter Fincham introduced a new 
series of diverse channel idents, the ‘Circle’ idents as they became known, involved 
circles being formed by nature or people and their actions. These lasted for a little over 
a decade. BBC Two introduced 'Window on the World’ idents the following year, which 
lasted until late 2014 when they were replaced with the revived 1991 set. 


In 2017, the BBC One Circle idents were replaced by idents under the theme of 
"Oneness", including a dance class and a group of swimmers. These idents have been 
criticised for lacking in creativity. In 2018, the revived 1991 set of the BBC Two idents 
were replaced by the 'Curve' idents. 


The current central logo of the BBC is still the BBC Blocks. It is the longest-used logo by 
the BBC, and as of 4 October 2018, it has been in use for 21 years. 


See also[edit] 


HIEISBBC portal 


e History of BBC television idents 
e Noddy, the BBC1 mirrored globe ident. 
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External links[edit] 
Wikimedia Commons 
=) has media related 
to BBC logos. 


e BBC corporate logo at TV ARK. 
e Brandin uidelines and logos at BBC Online. 


List of BBC television channels and radio 
stations 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationjump to search 


This is a list of national, regional and local television channels and radio stations owned 
by the BBC in the United Kingdom. 


List of television channels[edit] 
National [edit] 


Name 


BBC One 


BBC Two 


BBC Four 


BBC News 


Parliament 


BBC Alba 


CBeebies 


Description 


Flagship channel. 


A range of programming including current 
affairs and sport. 


Focuses on documentaries and serious 
programming. 


Rolling news and current affairs. 


Parliamentary coverage. 


Scottish Gaelic language channel. 


Programming for children over the age of six. 


Programming for children under the age of six. 


Regional |edit] 


Name 


HD Channel 


BBC One Northern BBC One Northern Ireland 


Ireland 


HD 


BBC One Scotland BBC One Scotland HD 


HD Channel 


BBC One HD 


BBC Two HD 


BBC Four HD 


BBC News HD 


BBC Parliament 
HD 


BBC Alba HD 


CBBC HD 


CBeebies HD 


BBC One Wales BBC One Wales HD 


BBC Two Northern BBC Two Northern Ireland 


Ireland HD 


BBC Two Wales BBC Two Wales HD 
BBC Scotland BBC Scotland HD 


Local[edit] 


East from Norwich 
BBC One East West from Cambridge 
BBC One East Midlands 
BBC One London 


BBC One North East & 
Cumbria 


BBC One North West 
BBC One South ee for Oxford and the surrounding 


BBC Channel Islands for the Channel 


BBC One South East 
a a aa aa Islands 


BBC One South West 
BBC One West 


BBC One Yorkshire & 
Lincolnshire 


List of UKTV channels[edit] 


UKTV is a multichannel broadcaster ran under BBC Studios,therefore, the channels are 
not funded by the television licence. 


ee ea 
n 
in ane a HO Albi +1 


Dave ja vu 


Eden Nature Zan Eden +1 
HD 
Classic Gold 
E Gold +1 
A 


Descriptio 


Name A HD +1 
Yesterda History Yesterday 
y +1 


List of international television channels[edit] 


BBC Studios operate additional television channels around the world. These services are 
not to be confused with the domestic channels operated in the United Kingdom. 


Name 


BBC World 
News 


BBC Arabic 
Television 


BBC Persian 


BBC America 


BBC Canada 


w 


BC 
Entertainment 


BBC First 


BBC Brit 


Description 


An International news channel from BBC available worldwide. Partially 
available in the UK, mainly overnight via BBC News Channel. 


Arabic news channel available in the Arab World. 


Iranian/Afghan news channel available in Europe, Iran, Afghanistan and 
Tajikistan. 


United States, a mixture of comedy, drama and lifestyle programming. 


Canada, a mixture of comedy, drama and lifestyle programming. 


Light entertainment programming. 


Comedy and drama programming. 


Factual entertainment programming. 


BBC Earth Premium factual programming and documentaries. 
BBC HD High-definition television channel. 


BBC Lifestyle Lifestyle programming. 


BBC UKTV Australia, and New Zealand, best of British entertainment 
ae ae a programming. 
Programming for children under the age of six. 


List of national radio stations|edit] 
Main article: List of BBC radio stations 


DAB and 
Description online 
platforms 
= Radio Current hit music, dance and rock. 


BBC Radio 
1Xtra 


BBC Radio | Aut 
5 contemporary, oldies, country, jazz, sou 
nk. 


Urban music, hip-hop, grime and dancehall. 


BBC Radio 
3 


BBC Radio 
4 


BBC Radio 
4 Extra 


BBC Radio 
5 Live 


BBC Radio 
5 Live 
Sports 
Extra 


BBC Radio 
6 Music 


BBC Asian 
Network 


BBC 
World 
Service 


Description 


Classical, jazz, world 
music, arts, culture and drama. 


Spoken-word programming, news, current 
affairs, drama and philosophy. 


Archive programming. 


News, current affairs, discussion and sport. 


Additional sports coverage. 


Alternative music, rock, reggae and other 
minor genres. 


Station for the British-Asian community. 


International radio station for current affairs. 


DAB and 
online 
platforms 


Yes (in most 
of the UK) 


Yes (24 
hours) 


List of regional radio stations[edit] 
Scotland(edit] 


BBC Radio Scotland 
BBC Radio nan Gaidheal 
BBC Radio Shetland 
BBC Radio Orkney 


Wales([edit] 


e BBC Radio Wales 
e BBC Radio Cymru 


Northern Ireland[edit] 


e BBC Radio Ulster 
e BBC Radio Foyle 


EIENS LOCAL RADIO 


BBC Local Radio logo 


East[edit] 


BBC Essex 

BBC Radio Cambridgeshire 
BBC Radio Norfolk 

BBC Radio Northampton 
BBC Radio Suffolk 

BBC Three Counties Radio 


East Midlands[edit] 


e BBC Radio Derby 
e BBC Radio Leicester 
e BBC Radio Nottingham 


London([edit] 


e BBC Radio London 
North East and Cumbria(edit] 


e BBC Newcastle 
e BBC Tees 
e BBC Radio Cumbria 


North West[edit] 


e BBC Radio Lancashire 
e BBC Radio Manchester 


e BBC Radio Merseyside 
South({[edit] 


e BBC Radio Berkshire 
e BBC Radio Oxford 
e BBC Radio Solent 


South East[edit] 


e BBC Radio Kent 


e BBC Surrey 
e BBC Sussex 


South West([edit] 


e BBC Radio Cornwall 
e BBC Radio Devon 

e BBC Radio Guernsey 
e BBC Radio Jersey 


West(edit] 


BBC Radio Bristol 

BBC Radio Gloucestershire 
BBC Somerset 

BBC Wiltshire 


West MidlandsS(edit] 


BBC Coventry & Warwickshire 
BBC Hereford & Worcester 


BBC Radio Shropshire 
BBC Radio Stoke 


BBC WM 
Yorkshire([edit] 


e BBC Radio Leeds 
e BBC Radio Sheffield 
e BBC Radio York 


Yorkshire and Lincolnshire(edit] 


e BBC Radio Humberside 
e BBC Radio Lincolnshire 


List of former TV channels and radio stations| edit] 
Television(edit] 


e BBC Three 

e BBC Two Scotland 
e BBC Choice 

e BBC Knowledge 

e BBC Japan 

e BBCHD 

e BBC 2W 


e BBC TV Europe 
e BBC World Service Television 


e BBC Food 

e BBC Knowledge (international) 
e BBC Prime 

e BBC Kids 


Radioj{edit] 


National stations| edit] 


e BBC Home Service 

e BBC National Programme 
e BBC Light Programme 

e BBC Third Programme 

e BBC Regional Programme 
e BBC Radio 5 (former) 


Local stations[ edit] 


e BBC Dorset FM 

e BBC Radio Durham 

e BBC Southern Counties Radio 
e BBC Thames Valley FM 


List of television programmes broadcast 
by the BBC 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 


challenged and removed. 
Find sources: "List of television programmes broadcast by the 


BBC" - news " newspapers « books « scholar » JSTOR (March 2014) (Learn 
how and when to remove this template message) 


This is a list of television programmes broadcast by the BBC either currently 
broadcast or previously broadcast on the BBC in the United Kingdom. 


e Children's television programmes can be found at List of BBC children's television 
programmes. 


Current programming|[edit] 


Programmes in this section have been broadcast by the BBC in the last year or have a 
commission for further episodes. Recommissioned shows are shown as running to the 
present, as are any show that is currently airing. Only channels where an episode first 
aired are listed, with the exception of episodes on non-BBC Three programmes which 
debuted online - for these, the linear channel and the transmission date on that channel 
are used. 


Comedy (edit! 
Scripted comedy| edit] 


e Still Game (BBC One 1 September 2002 - 2008, 2016 - 2019) 

e Not Going Out (BBC One 6 October 2006 - present) 

e Mrs. Brown's Boys (BBC One 21 February 2011 - present) 

e Cuckoo (BBC Three 25 September 2012 - present) 

e Still Open All Hours (BBC One 26 December 2013 - present) 

e Inside No. 9 (BBC Two 5 February 2014 - present) 

e Two Doors Down (BBC One 31 December 2013, BBC Two 1 April 2016 - present) 

e Josh (BBC Three 29 August 2014 - present) 

e Upstart Crow (BBC Two 9 May 2016 - present) 

e Mum (BBC Two 13 May 2016 - 19 June 2019) 

e This Country (BBC Three 8 February 2017 - present) 

e All Round to Mrs. Brown's (BBC One 25 March 2017 - present) 

e Bucket (BBC Four 13 April 2017 - present) 

e White Gold (BBC Two 24 May 2017 - present) 

e Vic and Bob's Big Night Out (Channel 4 1990 - 1991, BBC Two/Four 29 December 
2017 - present) 

e Hold the Sunset (BBC One 18 February 2018 - present) 

e There She Goes (BBC Four 16 October 2018 - present) 

e Better Things (BBC Two, 10 January 2019 - present) 


Panel games(edit] 


e A Question of Sport (BBC One 2 December 1968 - present) 

e Have / Got News for You (BBC One & BBC Two 28 September 1990 - present) 

e Q/(BBC Four 11 September 2003 - 2008, BBC Two 2003 - 2008 & 2012 - present, 
BBC One 2009 - 2011) 

e Mock the Week (BBC Two 5 June 2005 - present) 


Would I Lie to You? (BBC One 16 June 2007 - present) 
Insert Name Here (BBC Two 4 January 2016-present 


Dramaledit] 


Drama series| edit] 


Doctor Who (BBC One 23 November 1963 - 6 December 1989; 27 May 1996; 26 
March 2005 - present) 

Silent Witness (BBC One 21 February 1996 - present) 

Luther (BBC One 4 May 2010 - present) 

Sherlock (BBC One 25 July 2010 - present) 

Death in Paradise (BBC One 25 October 2011 - present) 

Call the Midwife (BBC One 15 January 2012 - present) 

Line of Duty (BBC Two 26 June 2012 - 28 April 2016, BBC One 26 March 2017 - 
present) 

Father Brown (BBC One 14 January 2013 - present) 

Shetland (BBC One 10 March 2013 - present) 

Our Girl (BBC One 24 March 2013 - present) 

Peaky Blinders (BBC Two 12 September 2013 - 20 December 2017, BBC One 25 
August 2019 - present) 

Happy Valley (BBC One 29 April 2014 - 15 March 2016) 

Poldark (BBC One 8 March 2015 - present) 

Doctor Foster (BBC One 9 September 2015 - present) 

American Crime Story (BBC Two 15 February 2016 - present) 

The A Word (BBC One 22 March 2016 - present) 

Taboo (BBC One 7 January 2017 - present) 

Trust Me (BBC One 8 August 2017 - 7 May 2019) 

Strike (BBC One 27 August 2017 - present) 

Snowfall (BBC Two 8 October 2017 - present) 

Feud (BBC Two 16 December 2017 - present) 

McMafia (BBC One 1 January 2018 - present) 

Keeping Faith (BBC Wales 13 February 2018 - present; BBC One 10 July 2018 - 
present) 

Shakespeare & Hathaway: Private Investigators (BBC One 26 February 2018 - 
present) 

The Split (BBC One 24 April 2018 - present) 

Bodyguard (BBC One 26 August 2018 - present) 

Press (BBC One 6 September - 11 October 2018) 

Wanderlust (BBC One 4 September - 9 October 2018) 

Black Earth Rising (BBC Two 10 September - 29 October 2018) 

Trust (BBC Two 12 September 2018 - present) 

Killing Eve (BBC One & BBC Three 15 September 2018 - present) 

Informer (BBC One 16 October 2018 - present) 

The Sinner (BBC Four 1 December 2018 - present) (also on Netflix UK) 
Mayans M.C. (BBC Two 2 February 2019 - present) 

Baptiste (BBC One 17 February 2019 - present) 

Pose (BBC Two, 21 March 2019 - present) 

Gentleman Jack (BBC One, 22 April 2019 - present) 


Years and Years (BBC One, 14 May - 18 June 2019) 
Summer of Rockets (BBC Two, 22 May - 26 June 2019) 
The Capture (BBC One, 3 September - 8 October 2019) 
World On Fire (BBC One, 29 September 2019 - present) 
The Dublin Murders (BBC One, 14 October 2019 - present) 
Girl/Haji (BBC Two, 17 October 2019 - present) 

His Dark Materials (BBC One, 3 November 2019 - present) 


One-off dramas and mini-series| edit] 


The Cry (BBC One 30 September - 21 October 2018) 

Doing Money (BBC Two 5 November 2018) 

The Little Drummer Girl (BBC One 28 October - 2 December 2018) 
Mrs. Wilson (BBC One 27 November - 11 December 2018) 

Death and Nightingales (BBC Two 28 November - 12 December 2018) 
The Long Song (BBC One, 18-20 December 2018) 

Watership Down (BBC One, 22-23 December 2018) 

The Dead Room (BBC Four, 24 December 2018) 

The ABC Murders (BBC One 26-28 December 2018) 

Les Misérables (BBC One 30 December 2018 - 3 February 2019) 
MotherFatherSon (BBC Two, 6 March - 24 April 2019) 


Soap(edit] 


EastEnders (BBC One 19 February 1985 - present) 
Casualty (BBC One 6 September 1986 - present) 
Holby City (BBC One 12 January 1999 - present) 
Doctors (BBC One 27 March 2000 - present) 
River City (BBC One Scotland 2002 - present) 


Shorts and anthologies| edit] 


Moving On (BBC One 18 May 2009 - present) 
The Break (BBC Three unknown - present) 
Sex on the Edge (BBC Three 2016) 

Students on the Edge (BBC Three 2018) 


Primetime reality/unscripted [edit] 


The Sky at Night (BBC One 1957 - 2013, BBC Four 2014 - present) 

Blue Peter (BBC One 1958 - 2012, CBBC 2013 - present) 

Points of View (BBC One 2 October 1961 - present) 

Songs of Praise (BBC One 1961 - present) 

Match of the Day (BBC Two 1964 - 1966, BBC One 1966 - present) 

Top of the Pops (Regular Series: BBC One 1964 - 2005, BBC Two 2005 - 2006, 
Christmas Specials: BBC One 1964 - present) 

Gardeners' World (BBC Two 1968 - present) 

Mastermind (BBC One 1972 - 1997, Discovery 2001 - 2002, BBC Two 2003 - 
present) 

Football Focus (BBC One 1974 - present) 

Top Gear (BBC Two 1977 - 2001 & 2002 - present, Dave 1998 - present) 


Antiques Roadshow (BBC One 1979 - present) 

See Hear (BBC Two 1981 - present) 

Countryfile (BBC One 1988 - present) 

MasterChef (BBC One 1990 - 2000 & 2009 - present, BBC Two 2001 & 2005 - 2008) 

e Later with Jools Holland (BBC Two 1992 - present) 

e National Lottery (BBC One 1994 - 2016, From 2017-present draw results shown after 
BBC news) 

e Room 101 (BBC Two 1994 - 2007, BBC One 2012 - 2018) 

University Challenge (ITV 1962 - 1987, BBC Two 1994 - present) 

DIY SOS (BBC One 1999 - present) 

In It to Win It (BBC One 2002 - present) 

Saturday Kitchen (BBC Two 26 January 2002 - January 2006, BBC One January 2006 

- present) 

Celebrity Mastermind (BBC One 2004 - present) 

Live at the Apollo (BBC One 2004 - present) 

Match of the Day 2 (BBC Two 2004 - 2011, BBC One 2012 - present) 

Strictly Come Dancing (BBC One 2004 - present) 

Strictly Come Dancing: It Takes Two (BBC Two 2004 - present) 

Who Do You Think You Are? (BBC Two 2004 - 2005, BBC One 2006 - present) 

Dragons' Den (BBC Two 2005 - present) 

Springwatch (BBC Two 2005 - present) 

The Apprentice (BBC Two 2005 - 2006, BBC One 2007 - present) 

The Apprentice: You're Fired! (BBC Three 2006, BBC Two 2007 - present) 

The One Show (BBC One 2006 & 2007 - present) 

The Graham Norton Show (BBC One February 2007 - present) 

The Big Questions (BBC One 9 September 2007 - present) 

Who Dares Wins (BBC One 2007 - present) 

Only Connect (BBC Four 2008 - 2014, BBC Two 2014 - present) 

e The Great Interior Design Challenge (BBC Two 2014 - present) 

e The Great Pottery Throw Down (BBC Two 2015 - present) 

e The Met: Policing London (BBC One 2015 - present) 

e Michael Mcintyre's Big Show (BBC One 25 December 2015 - present) 

e The Big Painting Challenge (BBC Two 22 February 2015 - 29 March 2016;BBC One 
12 February 2017 - present) 

e Sounds Like Friday Night (BBC One 27 October 2017 - present) 

e The Greatest Dancer (BBC One 5 January 2019 - present) 


Daytime reality/unscripted [edit] 


Escape to the Country (BBC One 2002 - present, BBC Two 2002 - 2012) 
Homes Under the Hammer (BBC One 2003 - present) 

Helicopter Heroes (BBC One 2007 - present) 

The Sheriffs Are Coming (BBC One 2012 - present) 


Gameshows|[edit] 


e Bargain Hunt (BBC One 2000 - present) 
e Flog It! (BBC Two 2002 - 2012, BBC One 2013 - 2019) 
e Eggheads (BBC One 2003 - 2004, BBC Two 2005 - present) 


Pointless (BBC Two 2009 - 2011, BBC One 2011 - present) 
Decimate (BBC One 20 April 2015 - 2016) 

Think Tank (BBC One 21 March 2016 - 2016) 

The Code (BBC One 18 April 2016 - 2017) 

The Debatable (BBC Two 22 August 2016 - 2017) 
Impossible (BBC One 2 January 2017 - present) 

The Boss (BBC One 24 April 2017 - present) 

Letterbox (BBC Two 17 July 2017 - present) 

Hardball (BBC One April 2018 - present) 

Chase the Case (BBC One 17 September 2018 - present) 
Head Hunters (BBC One 7 October 2019 - present) 

The Wall (BBC One 12 October 2019 - present) 


Documentaries/edit] 


Panorama (BBC One 1953 - present) 

Horizon (BBC Two 1964 - present) 

Natural World (BBC Two 1967 - present) 

Arena (BBC Two 1975 - present) 

Child of Our Time (BBC One 2000 - present) 

Imagine... (BBC One 2003 - present) 

This World (BBC Two & BBC World News 2004 - present) 
Great British Railway Journeys (BBC Two & BBC Four 2010 - present) 
Nature's Weirdest Events (BBC Two 2012 - present) 

The Met: Policing London (BBC One 2015 - present) 
Civilisations (BBC Two 2018 - present) 


News programmesS(edit] 


BBC News (BBC One 1954 - present; BBC News Channel 1997 - present) 
Question Time (BBC One 1979 - present) 

Newsnight (BBC Two 1980 - present) 

BBC News at Six (BBC One 1984 - present) 

BBC News at One (BBC One 1986 - present) 

BBC News at Nine (BBC One 1988-2000, BBC News Channel 2013 - 2015; BBC Two 
2018 - present) 

BBC World News (BBC One, BBC Two, BBC News Channel 1997 - present) 
BBC Breakfast (BBC One 2000 - present, BBC Two 2000 - 2006) 

BBC News at Ten (BBC One 2000 - present) 

This Week (BBC One 2003 - present) 


The Andrew Marr Show (BBC One 11 September 2005 - present) Titled Sunday AM 2005 
- 2007 


BBC News at Five (BBC News Channel 2006 - present) 

World News Today (BBC Four, BBC News Channel and BBC World News 2006 - 
present) 

Newsday (BBC One, BBC News Channel and BBC World News 2011 - present) 
Victoria Derbyshire (BBC Two and BBC News Channel 7 April 2015 - present) 
BBC Newsroom Live (BBC Two and BBC News Channel 7 April 2015 - present) 


e Beyond 100 Days (BBC Four, BBC News Channel and BBC World News 24 January 
2017 - present) Titled 100 Days until May 2017 and 100 Days + until July 2017 

e Afternoon Live (BBC News Channel 9 October 2017 - present) 

e The Briefing (BBC One, BBC News Channel and BBC World News 30 October 2017 - 
present) 

e Politics Live (BBC Two 3 September 2018 - present) 


For programmes which only air on the BBC World News Channel, see programming on 
BBC World News. 


Upcoming programming|[edit] 
Comedy (edit! 


e What We Do in the Shadows (BBC Two)#! 
Documentary (edit) 


e A Tabloid Empire (BBC Two, 2019)2! 
Drama(edit] 


Devs (BBC Two, 2019) 

Gold Digger (BBC One, 2019)! 

Good Omens (BBC Two, 2019) 

The Mallorca Files (BBC One, 2019)" 
Noughts and Crosses (BBC One, 2019) 
A Suitable Boy (BBC One)# 
Black Narcissus (BBC One) 
The Luminaries (BBC Two) 
The North Water (BBC Two)! 
Overshadowed (BBC Three) 
The Trial of Christine Keeler (BBC One) 
Trigonometry (BBC Two)22l 

Us (BBC One)2#4 


Miniseries/One-off Drama(edit] 


e The Snail and the Whale (BBC One, December 2019)#2! 
e Death Comes as the End (BBC One, 2019):3 

The War of the Worlds (BBC One, 2019) 
Fosse/Verdon (BBC Two, 2019)" 

Mrs. America (BBC Two)#! 

Dracula (BBC One)#4! 

Black Narcissus (BBC One)!" 


Reality/Unscripted/edit] 
Primetime Reality/Unscripted| edit] 


e Playlisters (BBC One, 2019)28 


e = RuPaul's Drag Race: UK (BBC Three)24 


0-9ledit] 


1 vs. 100 (BBC One 2006 - 2009) 

100 Greatest Britons (BBC One & BBC Two 2002) 

101 Ways to Leave a Gameshow (BBC One 2010) 

199 Park Lane (BBC One 1965) 

e 1990 (BBC Two 1977 - 1978) 

e 2000 Today The BBCs Millennium Broadcast (BBC One 31 December 1999 - 1 
January 2000) 

20th Century Battlefields (BBC Two 2007) 

24 (BBC Two 2003 - 2004, moved to Sky1) 

2point4 Children (BBC One 1991 - 1999) 

3 Non-Blondes (BBC Three 2003) 

3rd Rock from the Sun (now on Syfy) 

50/50 (BBC One 1997 - 2005, CBBC 2002 - 2005) 

5-Star Family Reunion (BBC One 2015 - 2016) 

55 Degrees North (BBC One 2004 - 2005) 

60 Seconds (BBC Choice 2001 - 2003, BBC Three 2003 - 2016) 
64 Zoo Lane (BBC Two 1999 - 2002, CBeebies 2002 - 2013) 
999 (BBC One 1992 - 2003) 

The 70s (BBC Two 2012) 

The 8:15 from Manchester (BBC One 1990 - 1991) 


A[edit] 
The A to Z of TV Gardening 

Absolute Power (BBC Radio 4 2000 - 2004, BBC Two 2003) 

Absolutely Fabulous (BBC One 1992 - 1996, 2001 - 2004 & 2011 - 2012) 
Accidents Can Happen (BBC One 2004 - 2006) 

Adam Adamant Lives! (BBC One 1966 - 1967) 

The Adventure Game (BBC One 1980 - 1982, BBC Two 1981 - 1986) 

An Adventure in Space and Time (BBC Two November 2013) 
Afghanistan: The Great Game - A Personal View by Rory Stewart (BBC One 2012) 
Africa (BBC One 2013) 

e After You've Gone (BBC One 2007 - 2008) 

e Against the Law (BBC Two 2017) 

e Age Before Beauty (BBC One 2018) 

e Alan Davies Après-Ski (BBC Two 2014) 

Alaska: Earth's Frozen Kingdom (a.k.a. Wild Alaska, BBC Two 2015) 

All About Me (BBC One 2002 - 2004) 

All Along the Watchtower (BBC One 1999) 

‘Allo ‘Allo! (BBC One 1982 - 1992, BBC Two 2007) 

Alvin and the Chipmunks 

The Alvin Show 

Amazon Abyss (BBC Two 2005 and 2009) 


Ambassadors (BBC Two 2013) 

Amber (BBC Four 2014) 

American Dad (BBC Two 2005-2006, BBC Three 2007-2016) 
The American Future: A History (BBC Two 2008) 

And Then There Were None (BBC One 2015) 

Andy Pandy (BBC One 1950 - 1970, CBeebies 2002) 

Angels (BBC One 1975 - 1983) 

Andes to Amazon (a.k.a. Wild South America, BBC Two 2000) 
Andrew Marr's History of Modern Britain (BBC Two 2007) 
Andrew Marr's History of the World (BBC One 2012) 

Animal Antics (BBC One 2012) 

Animal Babies (BBC One 2016) 

Animal Hospital (BBC One 1994 - 2004) 

Animal Park (BBC One & BBC Two 2000 - 2009) 

Animals with Cameras (BBC One 2018) 

Anthea Turner: Perfect Housewife (BBC Three 2006 - 2007) 
Any Dream Will Do (BBC One 2007) 

Apparitions (BBC One 2008) 

Apple Tree Yard (BBC One 22 January 2017 - 6 February 2017) 
Archangel (BBC One 2005) 

Are You Being Served? (BBC One 1972 - 1985 & 2016) 

Are You an Egghead? (BBC Two 2008 - 2009) 

Are You Fitter Than a Pensioner? (BBC Three 2010) 

Around the World in 80 Treasures (BBC Two 2005) 
Arrested Develooment 

Arrow to the Heart (BBC 1952 - 1956) 

Arthur (CBBC 2002 - present) 

As Seen on TV (BBC One 2009) 

As Time Goes By (BBC One 1992 - 2002 & 2005) 

The Ascent of Man 

Ashes to Ashes (BBC One 2008 - 2010) 

Asia Business Report 

Asia Today 

Ask Rhod Gilbert (BBC One 2010 - 2011) 

Asylum (BBC Four 2015) 

Atlantic: The Wildest Ocean on Earth (BBC Two 2015) 
Atlantis (BBC One 2013 - 2015) 

Attenborough: 60 Years in the Wild (BBC Two 2012) 

Auf Wiedersehen, Pet (ITV 1983 - 1986, BBC One 2002 - 2004) 


[edit] 


Babs (BBC One 2017) 

The Baby Borrowers (BBC Three 2007) 

The Baby Borrowers USA 

Backchat (BBC Three 2013 - 2014, BBC Two 2014 - 26 December 2015) 
Back to the Floor (BBC Two 1997 - 2002) 

Bad Education (BBC Three 2012 - 2014) 


Badults (BBC Three 23 July 2013 - 7 July 2014) 

Bagpuss (BBC One 1974) 

Balamory (BBC Two 2002 - 2005) 

Ballykissangel (BBC One 1996 - 2001) 

Bake Off: Creme de la Crème (BBC Two 29 March 2016 - 31 May 2017, moved 
to Channel 4 after two series) 

Band of Brothers (BBC Two 2001) 

Bang Bang, It's Reeves and Mortimer (BBC Two 1999) 

Bang Goes the Theory (BBC One 2009 - 5 May 2014) 

Banished (BBC Two 2015) 

The Barchester Chronicles (BBC One 1982) 

BBC World News (BBC World Television Service 1990-1995, BBC World 1995-2008, 
BBC One / BBC News Channel 1997-present, BBC America 2007-2009, BBC Two 
1997-2015) 

BBC World News America 

Bear Behaving Badly (BBC One 2007 - 2008, CBBC 2008 - 2010) 
The Bear Family and Me (BBC Two 2011) 

Beat the Brain (BBC Two 2015) 

Beau Geste (BBC One 1982) 

Beautiful People (BBC Two 2008 - 2009) 

Becoming Human (BBC Three 2011) 

Being Human (BBC Three 2008 - 2013) 

Bella and the Boys (BBC Two 2004) 

Bellamy's People (BBC Two 2010) 

Belonging 

Berkeley Square (BBC 1998) 

Between the Lines (BBC One 1992 - 1994) 

The Big Allotment Challenge (BBC Two 2014) 

Big Break (BBC One 1991 - 2002) 

Big Cats (BBC One 2018) 

Big Deal (BBC One 1984 - 1986) 

The Big Read (BBC 2003) 

Big School (BBC One 2013 - 2014) 

Big Ticket (BBC One 1998) 

The Big Trip (BBC Two 1994 - 1995) 

The Bigger Picture with Graham Norton (BBC One 2005 - 2006) 
Bill Oddie Back in the USA (BBC Two 2007) 

The Billion Dollar Chicken Shop (BBC One 2015) 

Birds of a Feather (BBC One 1989 - 1998, ITV 2014 - 2017) 
Birdsong (BBC One 2012) 

Bizarre Animal ER (BBC Three 2009) 

Bizarre ER (BBC Three 2008 - 2011) 

The Black and White Minstrel Show (BBC One 1958 - 1978) 
Blackadder (BBC One 1983 - 1989) 

Blackpool (BBC One 2004 - 2006) 

Blake's 7 (BBC One 1978 - 1981) 

Blandings (BBC One 13 January 2013 - 30 March 2014) 
Blankety Blank (BBC One 1979 - 1990 & 1997 - 1999, ITV 2001 - 2003 & 2016) 


Bleak House (BBC One 2005) 

The Bleak Old Shop of Stuff (BBC Two 19 December 2011 - 5 March 2012) 
Blessed (BBC One 2005) 

Blott on the Landscape 

e The Blue Planet (BBC One 2001) 

e Blue Planet I! (BBC One 2017) 

e Bluestone 42 (BBC Three 2013 - 2015) 

e Boats that Built Britain (BBC Four 2010) 

Bob the Builder (1998 TV series) 

Bob's Full House (BBC One 1984 - 2000) 

The Book Quiz (BBC Four 2007 - 2008) 

Bonekickers (BBC One 2008) 

Boomers (BBC One 15 August 2014 - 29 April 2016) 
Bottom (BBC Two 1991 - 1995) 

The Boys from Baghdad High (BBC Two 2008) 

Boy Meets Girl (BBC Two 3 September 2015 - 4 August 2016) 
Boys from the Blackstuff (BBC Two 1980 - 1982) 

The Boy With The Topknot (BBC Two 2017) 

Breakaway (BBC Two 2012, BBC One 2013) 

Brian Pern (BBC Four 10 February 2014 - 29 March 2017) 
Britain and the Sea (BBC One 2013) 

Britain from Above (BBC Two 2008) 

Britain Unzipped (BBC Three 2012 - 2013) 

Britain's Great War (BBC One 2014) 

Britain's Lost Routes with Griff Rhys Jones (BBC One 2012) 
Britain's Missing Top Model (BBC Three 2008) 

The British at Work (BBC Two 2011) 

The Brits Who Built the Modern World (BBC Four 2014) 

e The Brittas Empire (BBC One 1991 - 1997) 

e Broken (BBC One 23 May 2017 - 4 July 2017) 

e The Bubble (BBC Two 2010) 

e Bugs (BBC One 1995 - 1999) 

e Burn Up (BBC Two 2008) 

e By Any Means (BBC Two 2008 - 2011) 

e By Any Means (BBC One 2013) 


Cledit] 


The C-Word (BBC One 2015) 

Café Continental (BBC 1947 - 1953) 

Le Cafe des Reves 

Cambridge Spies (BBC One 2003) 

Candy Cabs (BBC One 5 April 2011 - 19 April 2011) 

Canned Carrott (BBC One 1990 - 1992) 

The Canterbury Tales (BBC One 2003) 

Can't Touch This (BBC One 26 March 2016 - 8 October 2016) 
Carrott Confidential 

Carrott's Lib (BBC One 1982 - 1983) 


Casanova (BBC Two 1971) 

Casanova (BBC Three 2005) 

Case Histories (BBC One 5 June 2011 - 2 June 2013) 

Cash in the Attic (BBC One 2002 - 2013) 

The Casual Vacancy (BBC One 2015, also shown on HBO) 

Catchword (BBC Two 1988 - 1995) 

The Catherine Tate Show (BBC Two 2004 - 2007, BBC One 2009 & 2013) 
Cathy Come Home (BBC One 1966) 

Cats' Eyes (BBC Two 1994) 

Celebdag (BBC Three 2003 - 2004) 

Celebrity Big Brother (BBC One & Channel 4 2001 in aid of Comic Relief, subsequent 
series on Channel 4 & Channel 5) 

Challenge Anneka (BBC One 1987 - 1995, ITV 2006 - 2007) 

Chandler & Co (BBC One 1994 - 1995) 

Changing Rooms (BBC One 1996 - 2004) 

Charlie Brooker's 2016 Wipe (BBC Four 4 January 2011 - 3 January 2012, BBC Two 2 
January 2013 - 2 January 2017) Name changes each year to reflect the year reviewed 
Chef! (BBC One 1993 - 1996) 

The Child In Time (BBC One 24 September 2017) 

Children of the North (BBC Two 1991) 

The Chinese Detective (BBC One 1981 - 1982) 

Chinese New Year: The Biggest Celebration on Earth (BBC Two 2016) 
Chivalry and Betrayal: The Hundred Years' War (BBC Four 2013) 

The Choir (BBC Two 4 December 2006 - 28 December 2015) 
ChuckleVision (BBC One 1987 - 2011, CBBC 2002 - 2011) 

Chuggington (BBC Two 2008 - 2012) 

Cilla 

Citizen Khan (BBC One 27 August 2012 - 23 December 2016) 

The City and The City (BBC Two 6 - 27 April 2018) 

City Central (32 episodes from 1998 - 2000) 

City in the Sky (BBC Two 2016) 

Civilisation (BBC Two 1969) 

Class (BBC Three 22 October 2016 - 3 December 2016) 

Clifford the Big Red Dog (BBC One & Cbeebies 2000 - 2003) 

Clifford's Puppy Days 

Clique (BBC Three 5 March 2017 - 9 April 2017) 

Clocking Off (BBC One 2000 - 2003) 

Close to the Enemy (BBC Two 10 November 2016 - 22 December 2016) 
Coast (BBC Two 2005 - 13 August 2015) 

The Colbys 

Colditz (BBC One 1972 - 1974) 

Collateral (BBC Two 12 February 2018 - 5 March 2018) 

Come and Have a Go If You Think You're Smart Enough (BBC One 2004 - 2005) 
Come Back Mrs. Noah (BBC One 1977 - 1978) 

Come Fly with Me (BBC One 2010 - 2011) 

Come Home (BBC One 27 March 2018 - 10 April 2018) 

Come Outside (BBC Two 1993 - 1997) 

Comedy Playhouse (BBC One 1961 - 1975 & 2014) 


Diedit] 


Coming of Age (BBC Three 2007 - 2011) 

Common As Muck (BBC One 1994 - 1997) 

Congo (BBC Two 2001) 

Connections 

The Coroner (BBC One 16 November 2015 - 2 December 2016) 
Count Arthur Strong (BBC Two 2013, BBC One 2015 - 2017) 
Coupling (BBC Two 2000 - 2003, BBC Three 2004) 

Cowboy Trap (BBC One 2009 - 2013, also shown on TV3 Ireland) 
Crackerjack (BBC One 1955 - 1984) 

Cradle to Grave (BBC Two 2015) 

The Crane Gang (BBC Two 2013) 

Crime Traveller (BBC One 1997) 

Crimes of Passion (BBC Four 2014) 

Crimewatch (BBC One 1984 - 2017) 

Crims (BBC Three 2015) 

The Crimson Field (BBC One 2014) 

Crocodile Shoes (BBC One 1994) 

Crooked House (BBC Four 2008) 

Cruise of the Gods (BBC Two 2002) 

Cuffs (BBC One 2015) 

Cunk on Christmas (BBC One 29 December 2016) 

Cunk on Britain (BBC Two April 2018) 

The Cut (BBC Two 2009 - 2010) 

Cutting It (BBC One 2002 - 2005) 

Class (BBC three 2016) 


Dad (BBC One 1997 - 1999) 

Dad's Army (BBC One 1968 - 1977) 

Daily Politics (BBC Two 2003 - 2018) 

Dallas (BBC One 1979 - 1991, 1996 & 1998, revival aired on Channel 5) 
Dalziel and Pascoe (BBC One 1996 - 2007) 

Damages 

Damilola, Our Loved Boy (BBC One 7 November 2016) 

Dancing on the Edge (BBC Two 4 February 2013 - 10 March 2013) 
Dangerfield (BBC One 1995 - 1999) 

Danger Mouse (ITV 1981 - 1992, CBBC 28 September 2015 - 30 October 2016) 
Dangerous Knowledge 

Daniel Deronda (BBC One 2002) 

Danny and the Human Zoo (BBC One 31 August 2015) 

The Dark: Nature's Nighttime World (BBC Two 2012) 

Dark Towers (BBC Two 1981) 

Dastardly and Muttley in Their Flying Machines 

Dave Allen at Peace (BBC Two 2 April 2018) 

Davina (BBC One 2006) 

The Day Today (BBC Two 1994) 

The Day The Universe Changed (BBC One 1985) 


A Day with Dana (BBC Two 1974 - 1975) 

Dead Gorgeous (CBBC 2010) 

Dead Ringers (BBC Radio 4 2002 - present & BBC Two 2002 - 2007) 
Deadly 60 (BBC One & BBC Two 2010 - 2012, CBBC 2009 - 2012) 
e Death Comes to Pemberley (BBC One 2013) 

e The Death of Yugoslavia (BBC One 1995) 

e Death Unexplained (BBC One 2012) 

e Decidedly Dusty 

Decline and Fall (BBC One 31 March 2017 - 14 April 2017) 
DEF II (Strand on BBC Two 1988 - 1994) 

Degrassi 

Desperate Romantics (BBC Two 2009) 

Detectorists (BBC Four 2014 - 2017) 

Diagnosis: Murder (now on Channel 5) 

Diana and | (BBC Two 4 September 2017) 

Dickensian (BBC One 2015 - 2016) 

Didn't They Do Well (BBC One 2004) 

Dinnerladies (BBC One 1998 - 2000) 

The Disorderly Room (BBC TV 1937 - 1939) 

Dixon of Dock Green (BBC One 1955 - 1976) 

Doctor Who Confidential (BBC Three 2005 - 2011) 

Doctor Who Extra (BBC iPlayer 2014 - 2015) 

Dolphins - Spy in the Pod (BBC One 2014) 

Don't Scare the Hare (BBC One 2011) 

Don't Tell the Bride (BBC Three 2007 - 2014, BBC One 2015, Sky1 2016, E4 2017 - 
present) 

e Doomwatch (BBC One 1970 - 1972) 

e Down to Earth (BBC One 2000 - 2005) 

e Dragons Alive (BBC One 2004) 

e Dreamspaces (BBC Three 2003 - 2004) 

e The Driver (BBC One 2014) 

e Dry Your Eyes (BBC One Northern Ireland 2006 - 2007) 

e Dusty Springfield at the BBC 

e Dynasties (BBC One 11 November 2018 - 9 November 2018) 
e Dynasty 


Eledit] 


Earth: The Power of the Planet (BBC Two 2007) 

Earth's Greatest Spectacles (a.k.a. Seasonal Wonderlands, BBC Two 2016) 

Earth's Natural Wonders (BBC One 2015 - 2018) 

Earth's Seasonal Secrets (a.k.a. Earth's Great Seasons, BBC One 2016 - 2017) 
Earth's Wildest Waters: The Big Fish (a.k.a. The Big Catch, BBC Two 2015) 
Earthflight (BBC One 2011) 

EastEnders: E20 (BBC Online & BBC Three 2010 - 2011) 

EastEnders Revealed (BBC Choice 1998 - 2003, BBC Three 2003 - 1 January 2016) 
The Edge (BBC One 2015, BBC Two 2015) 

Edge of Darkness (BBC Two 1985) 


Edwardian Farm (BBC Two 2010 - 2011) 
Eldorado (BBC One 1992 - 1993) 

Electric Dreams (BBC Four 2009) 

Emma Goes to Bollywood (BBC Two 2005) 
Empire (BBC One 2012) 

Epic Win (BBC One 2011) 

Eric, Ernie and Me (BBC Four 2017) 

The Escape Artist (BBC One 2013) 

The European Union: In or Out (BBC Two 2014) 
Eurovision: Your Country Needs Blue (BBC One 2011) 
Eurovision: Your Country Needs You 

Exile (BBC One 2011) 

Extras (BBC Two 2005 - 2006, BBC One 2007) 


Fledit] 


The Face of Britain (BBC Two 2015) 

The Fall (BBC Two 13 May 2013 - 28 October 2016) 

The Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin (BBC One 1976 - 1979) 
Fame Academy (BBC One 2002 - 2007, BBC Choice 2002, BBC Three 2003 - 2007) 
Family Guy (BBC Two 2005 - 2006, 2015 BBC Three 2006 - 2016) 
Famous, Rich and Hungry (BBC One 2014) 

Fast and Loose (BBC Two 2011) 

The Fast Show (BBC Two 1994 - 1997, 2000 & 2014) 

Fast Track 

Father Figure (BBC One & RTE Two 2013) 

Father Ted (Channel 4 1995 to 1998, BBC Two shown a one off episode in 2008) 
Fawlty Towers (BBC Two 1975 - 1979) 

Feather Boy (BBC One 2004, CBBC 2004) 

Feel the Force (BBC Two 2006) 

The Field of Blood (BBC One 2011 - 2013) 

Film... (BBC One 1971 - 2018) 

Fimbles (BBC One & BBC Two 2002 - 2004, CBeebies 2002 - present) 
Finley the Fire Engine 

Fireman Sam (series 1 - 5) 

five by five (BBC Three 27 March 2017) 

Five to Eleven (BBC One 1986 - 1990) 

The First Churchills (BBC One 1969) 

Flash Gordon's Trip to Mars 

Fleabag (BBC Three 21 July 2016 - 8 April 2019) 

Flight of the Conchords (BBC Four 2007 - 2009) 

The Flintstones 

Flower Pot Men (BBC One 1952 and 2001 series) 

Food and Drink (BBC Two 1982 - 2002 & 2013 - 2015) 

Food Poker (BBC Two 2007) 

For the Children (BBC 1937 - 1939 & 1946 - 1950) 

For What It's Worth (BBC One 4 January - 26 June 2016) 

Forces of Nature (BBC One 2016) 


The Forsyte Saga (BBC Two 1967, ITV 2002) 

Fox Wars (BBC One 2013) 

Francesco's Italy: Top to Toe (BBC Two 2006) 

Francesco's Mediterranean Voyage (BBC Two 2008) 

e Francesco's Venice (BBC Two 2004) 

e = Frank Skinner's Opinionated (BBC Two 2010 - 2011) 

e Freaky Eaters (BBC Three 2007 - 2009) 

e French and Saunders (BBC One & BBC Two 1987 - 2007, 25 December 2017) 
The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air (BBC Two 1991 - 2004, occasionally shown) 
Friday Night with Jonathan Ross (BBC One 2001 - 2010) 

From There to Here (BBC One 2014) 

The Frost Report (BBC One 1966 - 1967) 

Frozen Planet (BBC One 2011) 

Funland (BBC Three 2005) 


Gledit] 
e Galápagos (BBC Two 2006) 
e Galápagos (a.k.a. Mission Galapagos, BBC One 2017) 

e The Game (BBC Two 2015) 

e Game On (BBC Two 1995 - 1998) 

e Ganges (BBC Two 2007) 

e Gavin & Stacey (BBC Three 2007 - 2008, BBC One 2008 - 2010) 

e The Generation Game (BBC One 1971 - 1982, 1990 - 2002 & 2007) 
e Genius (BBC Two 2009 - 2010) 


The Genius of Invention (BBC Two 2013) 
Get Back (1992 - 1993) 
Ghostwatch (BBC One 1992) 
Gimme Gimme Gimme (BBC Two 1999, BBC One 2000 - 2001) 
The Girl in the Café (BBC One 2005) 
God Bless Ozzy Osbourne 
God's Wonderful Railway (BBC One 1980) 
e Going Live! (BBC One 1987 - 1992) 
e Going Straight (BBC One 1978) 
e The Good Life (BBC One 1975 - 1978) 
e The Good Old Days (from Variety Theatre, Leeds - BBC One 1953 - 1983) 
e The Goodies (BBC Two 1970 - 1980, ITV 1981 - 1982) 
e Goodness Gracious Me (originally on BBC Radio 4, BBC One 1996 - 2001, BBC Two 
2014) 
Goodnight Sweetheart (BBC One 1993 - 1999, 2016) 
Gordon Buchanan: Elephant Family & Me (BBC Two 2016) 
Gormenghast (BBC One 2000) 
Grace & Favour (BBC One 1992 - 1993) 
Grandma's House (BBC Two 2010 - 2012) 
Grandstand (BBC One 1958 - 2007, BBC Two 1981 - 2007) 
Great Barrier Reef (BBC Two 2012) 
Great Barrier Reef (BBC One 2015 - 2016) 


H[edit] 


The Great British Bake Off (BBC Two 2010 - 2013, BBC One 2014 - 2016, Channel 4 
2017 - present) 

The Great British Sewing Bee (BBC Two 2 April 2013 - 4 July 2016) 

Great British Garden Revival (BBC Two 2013) 

Great Railway Journeys (BBC Two 1980 - 1999) 

The Great Rift: Africa's Wild Heart (a.k.a. The Great Rift: Africa's Greatest Story, BBC 
Two 2010) 

The Great Train Robbery (BBC One Christmas 2013) 

The Great War (BBC One 1964) 

Ground Force (BBC One 1997 - 2005) 

The Grove Family (BBC 1954 - 1957) 

Growing Pains (BBC One 1992 - 1993) 

The Gruffalo (BBC One 2009) 

The Gruffalo's Child (BBC One 2011) 

Grushko (BBC One 1994) 

The Guess List (BBC One 2014) 

Guesstimation (BBC One 2009) 

Gunpowder (BBC One 2017) 


Hamish Macbeth (BBC One 1995 - 1997) 

Hancock's Half Hour / Hancock (BBC One 1956 - 1961, BBC Four 2016) 
Happy Birthday BBC Two (BBC Two 2004 & 2014) 

Hard Sun (BBC One 2018) 

Harry (BBC One 1993 - 1995) 

Harry and the Hendersons 

Harry & Paul (BBC One 2007 - 2008, BBC Two 2011 - 2012) 

Head Hunters (BBC One 2019 - present) 

Heartbreak High 

Heartburn Hotel (BBC One 1998 - 2000) 

Hebburn (BBC Two 2012 - 2013) 

Headz (CBBC 2007 - 2010) 

Heroes (BBC Two 2006 - 2010) 

Hi-de-Hi! (BBC One 1981 - 1988) 

Hidden (BBC One 2011) 

Hidden Kingdoms (a.k.a. Mini Monsters, BBC One 2014) 

Highlands - Scotland's Wild Heart (BBC One 2016) 

Him & Her (BBC Three 2010 - 2013) 

Hinterland (BBC One Wales 4 January 2014 - 18 December 2016, BBC Four 28 April 
2014 - 18 December 2016) 

A History of Ancient Britain (BBC Two 2011) 

A History of Britain (BBC One 2000 - 2002) 

The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy (originally on BBC Radio 4 - BBC Two 1981) 
Hole in the Wall (BBC One 2008 - 2009) 

Holiday (BBC One 1969 - 2007) 

Holidays In The Danger Zone 

The Hollow Crown (BBC Two 2012) 


Hollywood Science (BBC Two 2001 - 2002) 

Home Again (BBC One 2006) 

Homefront (BBC One 1992 - 1997) 

Honey We're Killing The Kids 

The Honourable Woman (BBC Two 2014) 

Hope and Glory (BBC One 1999 - 2000) 

Hope Springs (BBC One 2009) 

Horizons (BBC World News 2013 - present) 

Horne & Corden (BBC Three 2009) 

Hospital People (BBC One 21 April 2017 - 12 May 2017) 
Hostages (BBC Four 2014) 

Hotel Babylon (BBC One 2006 - 2009) 

Hotel of Mum and Dad (BBC Three 2013) 

House of Cards (BBC One 1990) 

The House of Eliott (BBC One 1991 - 1994) 

House of Fools (BBC Two 2014 - 2015) 

The House of Tiny Tearaways 

The House that £100k Built (BBC Two 2013) 

How Do You Solve a Problem Like Maria? (BBC One 2006) 
How God Made the English (BBC Two 2012) 

How Not to Live Your Life (BBC Three 2007 - 2011) 
How to Grow a Planet (BBC One 2013) 

How TV Ruined Your Life (BBC Two 2011) 

How We Got to Now with Steven Johnson (BBC Two 2015) 
Howards End (BBC One 12 November 2017 - 3 December 2017) 
Howards' Way (BBC One 1985 - 1990) 

Human, All Too Human (BBC Two 1999) 

The Human Body (BBC One 1998) 

The Human Face (BBC One 1999) 

Human Planet (BBC One 2011) 

Human Universe (BBC Two 2014) 

The Hunt (BBC One 2015) 

Hunted (BBC One 2012) 

Hustle (BBC One 2004 - 2012) 


I[edit] 


L, Claudius (BBC Two 1976) 

/ Love... (BBC Two 2000 - 2001) 

| Love the '70s (BBC Two 2000) 

| Love the ‘80s (BBC Two 2001) 

| Love the '90s (BBC Two 2001) 

| Lovett (BBC Two 1989 - 1993) 

Ice Age Giants (BBC Two 2013) 

Iceland Foods: Life in The Freezer Cabinet (BBC Two 2013) 
I'd Do Anything (BBC One 2010) 

ideal (BBC Three 2005 - 2011) 


Jledit] 


Ill Behaviour (BBC iPlayer 22 July 2017 & BBC Two 20 August 2017 - 3 September 
2017) 

I'm Alan Partridge (BBC Two 1997 - 2002) 

I'm in a Rock 'n' Roll Band! (BBC Two 2010) 

The Impressions Show with Culshaw and Stephenson (BBC One 2009 - 2011) 
In and Out of the Kitchen (BBC Four 2014) 

In Deep (BBC One 2001 - 2003) 

In the Club (BBC One 5 August 2014 - 7 June 2016) 

In the Dark (BBC One 11 July 2017 - 1 August 2017) 

In The Flesh (BBC Three 2013 - 2014) 

In the Red (BBC Two 1998) 

In the Night Garden... (BBC Two 2007 - 2012, CBeebies 2007 - 2009) 

In with the Flynns (BBC One 2011 - 2012) 

India: Nature's Wonderland (a.k.a. Hidden India, BBC Two 2015) 

The Indian Doctor (BBC One 2010 - 2013) 

Inside British Airways (BBC Two 2014) 

Inside Claridge's (BBC Two 2012) 

Inside Life (CBBC 2009) 

Inside Men (BBC One 2012) 

Inspector George Gently (BBC One 2007 - 2017) 

The Inspector Lynley Mysteries (BBC One 2001 - 2008) 

The Interceptor (BBC One 2015) 

Into the West (BBC Two 2006) 

Invasion of the Job Snatchers (BBC Three 2014) 

The Invisibles (BBC One 2008) 

Į Survived a Zombie Apocalypse (BBC Three 15 February 2015 - 30 March 2015) 
It Ain't Half Hot Mum (BBC One 1974 - 1981) 

It's Lulu 

It's Only a Theory (BBC Four 2009) 

It's Only TV...but I Like It (BBC One 1999 - 2002) 


Jam & Jerusalem (BBC One 2006 - 2009) 

Jamaica Inn (BBC One 2014) 

James May's Man Lab (BBC Two 2010 - 2013) 

Japan: Earth's Enchanted Islands (a.k.a. Wild Japan, BBC Two 2015) 
Jekyll (BBC One 2007) 

Jet Set (BBC One 2002 - 2007) 

Jinx (CBBC and BBC Two 2009-2010) 

John Bishop's Britain (BBC One 2010 - 2011) 

loking Apart (BBC Two 1993 - 1995) 

Jonathan Creek (BBC One 10 May 1997 - 28 December 2016) 
Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell (BBC One 2015) 

Jonny Briggs 


Josephine Terry's Kitchen (1946 - 1947) 
Judge John Deed (BBC One 2001 - 2007) 


Juliet Bravo (BBC One 1980 - 1985) 


jumbo: The Plane that Changed the World 

Junior Doctors: Your Life in Their Hands (BBC Three 2011 - 2013) 
junior Paramedics (BBC Three 2014) 

Just Good Friends (BBC One 1983 - 1986) 


Kfedit] 


e Kaleidoscope (BBC 1946 - 1953) 

e Kat and Alfie: Redwater (BBC One 2017) 

e Keeping Up Appearances (BBC One 1990 - 1995) 
e The Kenny Everett Television Show 

e Kevin Bridges: What's the Story? (BBC One 2012) 
e A Kick Up the Eighties 

e Killer Magic (BBC Three 24 March 2015 - 28 April 2015) 
e The Kids Are All Right (BBC One 2008) 

e The King Is Dead (BBC One 2010) 

e King Charles Ill (BBC Two 10 May 2017) 

e King Lear (BBC Two 28 May 2018) 

e King of the Rocket Men 

e Kiss Me Kate (BBC One 1998 - 2000) 

e Kiss of Death (BBC One 2008) 


Knots Landing 

Knowing Me Knowing You with Alan Partridge (BBC Two 1994 - 1995) 

Knowitalls (BBC Two 2009) 

The Koala Brothers 

Kröd Mandoon and the Flaming Sword of Fire (BBC Two 2009) 

The Kumars at No. 42 (BBC Two 2001 - 2004, BBC One 2005 - 2007, Sky One 2014) 
Kyle XY (BBC Two 2007 - 2009) 

KYTV (BBC Two 1989 - 1993) 


[edit 


Land of the Tiger (BBC Two 1997) 

Landmarks 

Lark Rise to Candleford (BBC One 2008 - 2011) 

The Last Enemy (BBC One 2008) 

e The Last Kingdom (BBC Two 2015 - 2017) 

e §=6Last of the Summer Wine (BBC One 1973 - 2010) 

e Last Tango in Halifax (BBC One 20 November 2012 - 20 December 2016) 
e The Last Post (BBC One 2017) 

The Late Edition (BBC Four 2005 - 2008) 

Late Night Line-Up (BBC Two 1964 - 1972 & 1986, BBC Parliament 2008) 
The Late Show (BBC Two 1989 - 1995) 

Laurel and Hardy 

LazyTown 

The League of Gentlemen (originally on BBC Radio 4 as On the Town with the 
League of Gentlemen, BBC Two 1999 - 2002, 18 - 20 December 2017) 


Lee Mack's All Star Cast (BBC One 2011) 

Lee Nelson's Well Funny People (BBC Three 2013) 

Lee Nelson's Well Good Show (BBC Three 2010 - 2011) 
Leonardo (CBBC 2011 - 2012) 

Life (BBC One 2009) 

Life in Cold Blood (BBC One 2008) 

Life in Squares (BBC Two 2015) 

Life in the Air (BBC One 2016) 

Life in the Freezer (BBC One 1993) 

Life in the Snow (BBC One 2016) 

Life in the Undergrowth (BBC One 2005) 

The Life of Birds (BBC One 1998) 

The Life of Mammals (BBC One 2002 - 2003) 

Life of Riley (BBC One 2009 - 2011) 

The Life of Rock with Brian Pern (BBC Four 2014) 

Life on Air: David Attenborough's 50 Years in Television (BBC One 2002) 
Life on Earth (BBC Two 1979) 

Life on Mars (BBC One 2006 - 2007) 

Life Story (BBC One 2014) 

Light Fantastic (BBC Four 2004) 

The Likely Lads (BBC Two 1964 - 1966) 

The Line of Beauty (BBC Two 2006) 

The Link (BBC One 2014 - 2015) 

Little Britain (BBC Three 2003 - 2004, BBC One 2004 - 2006) 
Little Britain USA (BBC One 2008) 

Little Dorrit (BBC One 2008) 

Little Women (BBC One 26 - 28 December 2017) 

Live at the Electric (BBC Three 2012 - 2014) 

The Living and the Dead (BBC One 28 June 2016 - 2 August 2016) 
Living Britain (BBC Two 1999) 

Living in the Past (BBC Two 1978) 

The Living Planet (BBC One 1984) 

Local Heroes (ITV 1992, BBC Two 1994 - 2000) 

Lois and Clark (BBC One & BBC Two 1994 - 2002) 
London Spy (BBC Two 2015) 

Look and Read (BBC One & BBC Two 1967 - 2004) 

Look Around You (BBC Two 2002 - 2005) 

The Lost Decade (BBC Four 2005 - 2006) 

Louis Theroux's Weird Weekends (BBC Two 1998 - 2000) 
Love Hurts (BBC One 1992 - 1994) 


Love, Lies and Records (BBC One 16 November 2017 - 21 December 2017) 


Love, Nina (BBC One 20 May 2016 - 17 June 2016) 
Love Soup (BBC One 2005 - 2008) 

Lovejoy (BBC One 1986 - 1994) 

Lunch Monkeys (BBC Three 2008 - 2011) 


Mledit] 


Mad Men (BBC Four 2009 - 2012, moved to Sky Atlantic after four seasons) 
Madagascar (BBC Two 2011) 

The Madhouse on Castle Street (BBC TV 1963) 

Maestro (BBC Two 2008) 

The Magicians (BBC One 2011 - 2012) 

Maid Marian and her Merry Men (BBC One 1989 - 1994) 

Making Out (BBC One 1989 - 1991) 

Malcolm in the Middle (BBC Two 2001 - 2009, subsequently shown on 5* in the UK) 
Man in an Orange Shirt (BBC Two 31 July 2017 - 7 August 2017) 

The Man With the Flower in His Mouth (BBC 1930) 

Manchild (BBC Two 2002 - 2003) 

Mapp and Lucia (BBC One 2014) 

Martin Chuzzlewit (BBC Two 1994) 

Marvellous (BBC Two 2014) 

The Mary Whitehouse Experience (BBC Radio 1 1989 - 1990, BBC Two 1990 - 1992) 
Match of the Day from Northern Ireland (BBC One/BBC Two Northern Ireland 1985 - 
present) 

Match of the Day Kickabout (BBC Two 2011 - 2012, CBBC 2011 - present) 
Material Girl (BBC One 2010) 

The Matt Lucas Awards (BBC One 2012 - 2013) 

Mechannibals (BBC Two 2005) 

Meet the Ancestors (BBC Two 1998 - 2004) 

Meet the Romans with Mary Beard (BBC Four 2012) 

Melvyn Bragg on Class and Culture (BBC Two 2012) 

Men Behaving Badly (ITV 1992 - 1993, BBC One 1994 - 1998) 

Merlin (BBC One 2008 - 2012) 

Messiah (BBC One 2001 - 2008) 

Miami Vice me Too CBeebies 2006 2016 bbc two 2006 2011 

The Michael Mcintyre Chat Show (BBC One 2014 - 25 December 2014) 
Michael McIntyre's Comedy Roadshow (BBC One 2009 - 2011) 

Michel Roux's Service (BBC Two 2011)#sils1201 

Middlemarch (BBC Two 1994) 

The Mighty Boosh (BBC Three 2004 - 2007) 

Millionaire Manor (BBC One 2005 - 2006) 

Mind the Gap: London vs the Rest (BBC Two 2014) 

The Miniaturist (BBC One 26 - 27 December 2017) 

Miranda (BBC Two 2009 - 2010, BBC One 2011 - 2015) 

The Missing (BBC One 28 October 2014 - 30 November 2016) 

Mister Maker (CBeebies 2007 - present) 

Monarch of the Glen (BBC One 2000 - 2005) 

The Money Programme (BBC Two 1966 - 2010) 

Mongrels (BBC Three 2010 - 2011) 

Monkey Dust (BBC Three 2003 - 2005) 

Monkey Planet (BBC One 2014) 

Monty Python's Flying Circus (BBC One 1969 - 1973, BBC Two 1974) 


e The Moonstone (BBC One 31 October 2016 - 4 November 2016) 

e The Moorside (BBC One 7 February 2017 - 14 February 2017) 

e The Morecambe and Wise Show (BBC Two 1968, BBC One 1969 - 1977, Thames 
1978 - 1983) 

e Most Annoying People (BBC Three 2006 - 2011) 

e Mountain: Life at the Extreme (a.k.a. Mountains: Life Above the Clouds, BBC Two 

2017) 

Moviedrome 

Mr Benn 

Mr Tumble (BBC Two 2003 - 2012, CBeebies 2003 - present) 

Muffin the Mule (BBC TV 1946 - 1955, CBeebies 2005) 

Mulberry (BBC unknown 1992 - 1993) 

The Munsters 

Murder (BBC Two 26 August 2012 - 17 March 2016) 

The Murder Game (BBC One & BBC Three 2003) 

Murder in Successville (BBC Three 6 May 2015 - 24 May 2017) 

Murder Most Horrid (BBC Two 1991 - 1999) 

Murder, She Wrote (originally on ITV and currently broadcast on ITV) 

The Musketeers (BBC One 19 January 2014 - 1 August 2016) 

Music Makers 

My Family (BBC One 2001 - 2011) 

My Hero (BBC One 2000 - 2006) 

My Mother and Other Strangers (BBC One 13 November 2016 - 11 December 2016) 

My Wife Next Door (BBC One 1972) 

The Mystery of Edwin Drood (BBC Two 2012) 


Niedit] 


The Naked Chef (BBC Two 1999 - 2001) 

The Naked Choir (BBC Two 2015) 

Naked Us (BBC One 2004) 

Nationwide (BBC One 1969 - 1983) 

e Nature's Epic Journeys (a.k.a. Nature's Great Migrations, BBC One 2016) 

e Nature's Great Events (a.k.a. Nature's Most Amazing Events, BBC One 2009) 

e Nature's Greatest Dancers (BBC One 2015) 

e Nature's Microworlds (a.k.a. Hidden Habitats/Planet Earth Microworlds, BBC Four 
2012 - 2013) 

Nature's Miracle Babies (BBC One 2011) 

Nature's Miracle Orphans (BBC One 2014) 

Nature's Wonderlands: Islands of Evolution (BBC Four 2016) 

Neighbours (BBC One 1985 - 2008, Channel 5 2008 - present) 

Never Mind the Buzzcocks (BBC Two 1996 - 2015) 

New Blood (BBC One 9 June 2016 - 21 July 2016) 

New Street Law (BBC One 2006 - 2007) 

New Tricks (BBC One 2003 - 2015) 

New Zealand: Earth's Mythical Islands (a.k.a. Wild New Zealand, BBC Two 2016) 
Newsround (BBC One 1971 - 2012, CBBC 2002 - present) 

Nigella Express (BBC Two 2006 - 2009) 


The Night Manager (BBC One 2016, miniseries) 
Nighty Night (BBC Three 2004 - 2005) 

Nineteen Eighty-Four (BBC TV 1954 & 1965) 
Noddy 

e Noel's House Party (BBC One 1991 - 1999) 

e North & South (BBC One 2004) 

e Not in Front of the Children (BBC One 1967 - 1970) 
e Not the Nine O'Clock News (BBC Two 1979 - 1982) 
e Numberjacks (BBC Two & CBeebies 2006 - 2009) 

e Numbertime (BBC Two 1993 - 2001) 

e NW (BBC Two 14 November 2016) 


Ofedit] 


Ocean Giants (BBC One 2011) 

Ocean Odyssey (BBC One 2011) 

Oceans (BBC Two 2008) 

Odd One Out (BBC One 1982 - 1985) 

Odyssey (BBC Two 2015) 

The Office (BBC Two 2001 - 2002, BBC One 2003) 

Oh, Brother! (BBC One 1968 - 1970) 

Oh, Doctor Beeching! (BBC One 1995 - 1997) 

Oh Happy Band! (BBC One 1980) 

The Old Grey Whistle Test (BBC Two 1971 - 1987) 

The Old Guys (BBC One 2009 - 2010) 

Oliver's Travels (BBC One 1995) 

Oliver Twist (BBC One 2007) 

The Omid Djalili Show (BBC One 2007 - 2009) 

On the Record (BBC One 1988 - 2002) 

On the Spot (BBC One 2000) 

One by One (BBC One 1984 - 1987) 

One Foot in the Grave (BBC One 1990 - 2000) 

One Man and his Dog (BBC One & BBC Two series: 1976 - 1999, specials 1999 - 
present, from 2013: part of Countryfile) 

One Night (BBC One 2012) 

One of Us (BBC One 23 August 2016 - 13 September 2016) 
The One Ronnie (BBC One 2011) 

The Onedin Line (BBC One 1971 - 1980) 

Only Fools and Horses (BBC One 1981 - 1996 & 2001 - 2003) 
Open All Hours (BBC Two 1973 & 1982, BBC One 1976 - 1981, 1985) 
Operation Good Guys (BBC Two 1997 - 2000) 

Operation Grand Canyon with Dan Snow (BBC Two 2014) 
Ordinary Lies (BBC One 17 March 2015 - 22 November 2016) 
Ordeal by Innocence (BBC One 1 - 15 April 2018) 

Orphan Black (BBC Three 2013 - 15) (moved to Netflix UK) 
The Other Half (BBC One 1997 - 2002) 

Our Friends in the North (BBC Two 1996) 

Our World (BBC News 2007 - present) 


Our Zoo (BBC One 2014) 

Out of the Blue (BBC One 1995 - 1996) 

Out of the Blue (BBC One & BBC Two 2008 - 2009) 

Outcasts (BBC One 2011) 

e Outnumbered (BBC One 28 August 2007 - 26 December 2016) 
e OWL/TV 


Pledit] 


e Pacific Abyss (BBC One 2008) 

e Pan Am (BBC Two 2012) 

e Parade's End (BBC Two 2012) 

e The Paradise Club (BBC One 1989 - 1990) 

e Parkinson (BBC One 1971 - 1982 & 1998 - 2004, ITV 2004 - 2007) 

e Parks and Recreation (BBC Four 2013 - 14, transferred to Dave for series 4 - 7 in 
2015) 

Partners in Crime (BBC One 2015) 

The Passing Bells (BBC One 2014) 

Pat and Margaret (BBC One 1994) 

Patagonia: Earth's Secret Paradise (BBC Two 2015) 

Paul Hollywood's Pies and Pud's (BBC One 2013) 

Paul Merton's Birth of Hollywood (BBC Two 2011) 

Paula (BBC Two 25 May 2017 - 8 June 2017) 

Pennies From Heaven (BBC Two 1978) 

The Pennine Way (BBC One 2015) 

People Just Do Nothing (BBC Three 20 July 2014 - 17 December 2018) 
People Like Us (BBC Two 2013 - 2014) 

The People's Quiz (BBC One 2007) 

Perfect World (BBC One 2000 - 2001) 

Perfection (BBC Two 2011 - 2012, BBC One 2013 - 2015) 
Permission Impossible: Britain's Planners (BBC Two 2014) 
Personal Affairs (BBC Three 2009) 

Peter Kay's Car Share (BBC One 2015 - 2018) 
Petrolheads (BBC Two 2006) 

The Phil Silvers Show (BBC TV 1955 - 1959) 

Picture Book (BBC One 1955 - 1973) 

A Picture of Britain (BBC One 2005) 

Picture Page (BBC TV 1936 - 1939) 

Pingu (BBC One & BBC Two 1986 - 2001, CBeebies 2002 - present) 
The Pink Panther Show 

Pinwright's Progress (BBC TV 1946 - 1947) 

Pitch Battle (BBC One 2017) 

Planet Dinosaur (BBC One 2011) 

Planet Earth (BBC One 2006) 

Planet Earth II (BBC One 2016) 

Planet Earth: The Future (BBC Four 2006) 

Planet Earth Live (BBC One 2012 - 2013) 

The Planets (BBC Two 1999) 


The Planners (BBC Two 2013) 

The Planners Are Coming (BBC One 2009) 

The Plantagenets (BBC Two 2014) 

Plasmo (BBC One & BBC Two 1996 - 1997) 

e Play for Today (BBC One 1970 - 1984) 

e Play School (BBC Two 1964 - 1983, BBC One 1983 - 1988) 
e Playdays (BBC One & BBC Two 1988 - 1997) 

e A Poet in New York (BBC Two 2014) 

The Polar Bear Family and Me (BBC Two 2013) 

The Politician's Husband (BBC Two April 2013) 

The Politics Show (BBC One 2003 - 2011) 

Pop Life (BBC Two 2012) 

Porridge (BBC One 1974 - 1977 & 2016, repeated on Gold) 
Posh Nosh (BBC Two 2003) 

Postman Pat (BBC One 1981 - 1985, BBC Two 1985 - 2008, CBeebies 2002 - 
present) 

Pot Black (BBC Two 1969 - 1986 & 1990 - 1993, BBC One 2005 - 2007) 
Pound Shop Wars (BBC One 2014) 

The Power of Nightmares (BBC Two 2004) 

Pramface (BBC Three 2012 - 2014) 

Prehistoric Autospy (BBC Two 2012) 

Pride and Prejudice (BBC One 1995) 

Prisoners' Wives (BBC One 2012 - 2013) 

The Private Life of a Masterpiece 

The Private Life of Plants (BBC One 1995) 

Protecting Our Children (BBC Two 2012) 

Public Enemies (BBC One 2012) 

Pulling (BBC Three 2006 - 2009) 

e Pulse 

e Puppy Love (BBC Four 2014) 


Qledit] 


e Q5, Q6, Q7, Q8 / Kuwait and Q9 (BBC Two 1969 - 1982) 
e Quantum Leap (repeats now on Syfy) 

e Quatermass lI (BBC 1955) 

Quatermass and the Pit (BBC 1958 - 1959) 

The Quatermass Experiment (BBC TV 1953) 

Queers (BBC Four 31 July 2017 - 3 August 2017) 

A Question of Genius (BBC Two 2009 - 2010) 

Quincy M.E (BBC One 1995-2003) 

Quirke (BBC One 2014) 


Rledit] 


e The Railway: Keeping Britain On Track (BBC Two 2013) 
e Raven (BBC One 2002 - 2010, CBBC 2002 - 2010) 


Ready Steady Cook (BBC Two 1994 - 2010) 

Real Rescues (BBC One 2007 - 2013) 

Real Story (BBC One 2003 - 2007) 

Red Alert (BBC One 1999 - 2000) 

e Red Dwarf (BBC Two 1988 - 1999, Dave 2009 - present, the original series repeats 
on Gold & Dave) 

e Reflex (BBC One 2014) 

e Reg (BBC One 6 June 2016) 

Reggie Perrin (BBC One 2010 - 2011) 

Rellik (BBC One 2017) 

Remember Me (BBC One 2014) 

The Ren and Stimpy Show (BBC Two 1990's) 

The Replacement (BBC One 28 February 2017 - 14 March 2017) 

Requiem (BBC One 2 February 2018 - 6 March 2018) 

The Restaurant (BBC Two 2007 - 2009) 

Restoration (BBC Two 2003 - 2009) 

Rev. (BBC One 2010 - 2014) 

Revenge of the Egghead (BBC Two 24 February 2014 - 4 April 2014) 

Rex the Runt (BBC Two 1998 - 2001) 

Rich Hall's Fishing Show (BBC Four 2003) 

Richard Hammond Meets Evel Knievel (BBC Two 2007) 

The Riff Raff Element (BBC One 1993 - 1994) 

Rillington Place (BBC One 29 November 2016 - 13 December 2016) 

Ripper Street (BBC One 30 December 2012 - 24 July 2017) 

Ripping Yarns (BBC One 1976 - 1979) 

River (BBC One 13 October 2015 - 17 November 2015) 

The Rob Brydon Show (BBC Two 2010 - 2012) 

Rob Brydon's Annually Retentive (BBC Three 2006 - 2007) 

Robin Hood (BBC One 2006 - 2009) 

e Robot Wars (BBC Two 1998 - 2003 & 2016 - 2018, BBC Choice 2001 - 2003, 
Channel 5 2003 - 2004) 

e Rock Profile (UK Play 1999, BBC Two 2000 - 2001) 

e The Rockford Files (BBC One 1970-1996 BBC Two 1970-1997 BBC One 2000-2006 

BBC Two 2000-2006 BBC Two 2014 present) 

Roger & Val Have Just Got In (BBC Two 2010 - 2012) 

Rome (BBC Two 2005 - 2007) 

Rough Science (BBC Two 2000 - 2005) 

Roughnecks (BBC One 1994 - 1995) 

The Route Masters: Running London's Roads (BBC Two 2013) 

The Royle Family (BBC Two 1998, BBC One 1999 - 2000, BBC One 2006 - 2012) 

Running Blind (BBC 1979) 

RuPaul's Drag Race UK (BBC Three 2019) 

Russell Howard's Good News (BBC Three 2009 - 2014, BBC Two 2014 - 2015) 


S[edit] 


e Sacred Wonders of Britain (BBC Two 2013 - 2014) 
e Salamander (BBC Four 2014) 


Salting the Battlefield (BBC Two 2014) 

The Sandie Shaw Supplement (BBC One 1968) 

The Sarah Jane Adventures (BBC One 2007 - 2011, CBBC 2007 - 2011) 
The Sarah Millican Television Programme (BBC Two 2012 - 2013) 
Scallywagga (BBC Three 2008 - 2010) 

Scene (BBC 1968 - 2002) 

Science Shack (BBC Two 2001 - 2002) 

Scooby-Doo (1985 - present) 

Scoop 

Sea of Souls (BBC One 2004 - 2007) 

Secret Fortune (BBC One 2011 - 2012) 

The Secret Show (BBC Two 2006 - 2015, CBBC 2006 - present) 
The Secrets (BBC One 2014) 

See You in Court (BBC One 2011) 

Seven Ages of Britain (BBC One 2010) 

Seven Ages of Rock (BBC Two 2007) 

Sexy Beasts (BBC Three 2014) 

The Shadow Line (BBC Two 2011) 

Shakespeare: The Animated Tales (BBC Two 1992 - 1994) 
Shakespeare Unlocked (BBC Two 2012) 

Shark: Beneath the Surface (BBC One 2015) 

Shaun the Sheep (BBC Two 2007 - 2015, CBBC 2007 - 2016) 
The Shiny Show 

Shoestring (BBC One 1979 - 1980) 

Shooting Stars (BBC Two 1994 - 1997, 2002 & 2008 - 2011, BBC Choice 2002) 
Should | Worry About...? (BBC One 2004 - 2005) 

Show Me the Monet (BBC Two 2011) 

Siblings (BBC Three 2014 - 2016) 

Silk (BBC One 2011 - 2014) 

Simon Schama's Power of Art (BBC Two 2006) 

Simon Schama's Shakespeare (BBC Two 2012) 

The Simpsons (BBC One 1996 - 1997, BBC Two 1996 - 2004) 
The Singing Detective (BBC One 1986) 

The Slate?" 

Slim John (BBC One 1969) 

Small Talk (BBC One 1994 - 1996) 

SMart (BBC One 1994 - 2006, BBC Two 2007 - 2008, CBBC 2009) 
SMarteenies (CBeebies 2002 - 2008) 

Smiley's People (BBC Two 1982) 

Snog Marry Avoid? (BBC Three 2008 - 2013) 

The Snow Wolf Family & Me (BBC Two 2014) 

Snowy River: The McGregor Saga (BBC Two 1994-1997) 

So Haunt Me (BBC One 1992 - 1994) 

So What Now? (BBC One 2001) 

Solo (BBC One 1981 - 1982) 

Some Girls (BBC Three 2012 - 2014) 

Some Mothers Do ‘Ave 'Em (BBC One 1973 - 1978) 

Something Else (BBC Two 1978 - 1982) 


Something Special (BBC Two 2003 - 2012, 2014 - present Cbeebies 2003 - present) 
South Pacific (a.k.a. Wild Pacific, BBC Two 2009) 

South Side Story (BBC Three 2015) 

Space Ark 

Space Precinct (BBC Two 1995-2003 

Spender (BBC One 1991 - 1993) 

The Spies of Warsaw (BBC Four 2013) 

Spirit Warriors 

Spooks (BBC One 2002 - 2011) 

Sport Today (BBC News Channel 2003 - present) 

Sports Review (BBC TV 1937 - 1939 & 1946) 

Sportscene (BBC One Scotland 1975 - present) 

Spy in the Wild (BBC One 2017) 

SS-GB (BBC One 19 February 2017 - 19 March 2017) 

Star Cops (BBC Two 1987) 

Star Trek 

Star Trek: The Animated Series 

Star Trek: Deep Space Nine 

Star Trek: The Next Generation 

Star Trek: Voyager 

Starlight (BBC TV 1936 - 1939 & 1946 - 1949) 

The State Within (BBC One 2006) 

Steptoe and Son (BBC One 1964 - 1975, BBC Four 2016) 
Stig of the Dump (BBC One 2002) 

Stingray (ITV 1964 - 1965, BBC Two 1992, BBC Four 2008) 
The Story of China (BBC Two 2016) 

The Story of Tracy Beaker (BBC One 2002 - 2005, repeats on CBBC 2005 - present) 
Strange (BBC One 2002 - 2003) 

The Street (BBC One 2006 - 2009) 

Sugartown (BBC One 2011) 

Summer Heights High 

Sun, Sex and Suspicious Parents (BBC Three 2011 - 2015) 
Sunshine (BBC One 2008) 

SuntTrap (BBC One 2015) 

Super Cute Animals (BBC One 2015) 

Super Senses: The Secret Power of Animals (BBC Two 2014) 
Super Smart Animals (BBC One 2012) 

Supergiant Animals (BBC One 2013) 

Supermarket Secrets (BBC One 4 July 2013 - 3 April 2014) 
Supernatural: The Unseen Powers of Animals (BBC One 1999) 
Supersized Earth (BBC One 2012) 

The Supersizers Go... (BBC Two 2007 - 2009) 

Survivors (BBC One 1975 - 1977) 

Sweat the Small Stuff (BBC Three 2013 - 2014) 

Sykes (BBC One 1972 - 1979) 

Sykes and A... (BBC/BBC One 1960 - 1965) 

Sykes and a Big, Big Show (BBC One 1971) 

The Syndicate (BBC One 27 March 2012 - 7 July 2015) 


Tledit] 


Take a Bow (CBeebies 2007) 

Takeover Bid (BBC One 1990 - 1991) 

Takin' Over the Asylum (BBC Two 1994) 

Tales of the Gold Monkey 

The Tales of Para Handy (BBC One 1994 - 1995) 

e Alan Bennett's Talking Head's (BBC One 1987 - 1998) 

e Talking to a Stranger (BBC Two 1966) 

e Tatau (BBC Three 2015) 

e Techno 

Telecrime (BBC 1938 - 1939 & 1946) 

The Telegoons (BBC 1963 - 1964) 

Teletubbies (BBC One & BBC Two 1997 - 2001, CBeebies 2002 - present) 
Tenko (BBC One 1981 - 1985) 

Test the Nation (BBC One 2003 - 2007) 

Testament: The Bible in Animation 

Thailand: Earth's Tropical Paradise (a.k.a. Wild Thailand, BBC Two 2017) 
That Day We Sang (BBC Two 2014) 

That Mitchell and Webb Look (BBC Two 2006 - 2010) 

That Puppet Game Show (BBC One 2013 - 2014) 

Theatre 625 (BBC Two 1964 - 1968) 

Theatre Parade (BBC 1936 - 1938) 

They Think It's All Over (BBC One 1995 - 2006) 

The Amazing Mrs Pritchard (BBC One 2006) 

The Thick of It (BBC Four 2005 - 2007, BBC Two 2009 - 2012) 
The Thin Blue Line (BBC One 1995 - 1996) 

Thirteen (BBC Three 2016) 

This Life (BBC Two 1996 - 1997) 

This Time Tomorrow (BBC One 2008) 

This World (BBC Two & BBC World News 2004 - present) 

e Threads (BBC One 1984) 

e Three Girls (BBC One 2017) 

e Three Men in a Boat (BBC Two 2006 - 2011) 

e Through Hell and High Water (BBC Two 2006) 

e Thunderbirds (ITV 1965 - 2006, 2013 - present BBC Two 1991 - 2009, 2014 - 
present) 

Till Death Us Do Part (BBC One 1965 - 1975, BBC Four 2016) 
Time Commanders (BBC Two 2003 - 2005) 

Time Trumpet (BBC Two 2006) 

Timmy Time (CBeebies 2010 - 2012) 

Timewatch (BBC Two 1982 - present) 

Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy (BBC One 1979) 

Tipping the Velvet (BBC Two 2002) 

Tittybangbang (BBC Three 2005 - 2007) 

To the Ends of the Earth (BBC Two 2005) 

To the Manor Born (BBC One 1979 - 1981 & 2007) 


Toddworld 

Tomorrow's World (BBC One 1965 - 2003) 

Tonight's the Night (BBC One 2009 - 2011) 

Too Much TV (BBC Two 2016) 

Top Cat 

Top Gear USA (BBC Two 2011 - present) 

Top of the Lake (BBC Two 2013 - 2017) 

Top of the Pops 2 (BBC Two 1994 - present) 

Torchwood (BBC Three 2006, BBC Two 2007, BBC One 2009 - 2011) 
Total Wipeout (BBC One 2009 - 2012) 

Totally Saturday (BBC One 2009) 

Touch Me, I'm Karen Taylor (BBC Three 2006 - 2008) 

Tough Young Teachers (BBC Three 2014) 

To Walk Invisible (BBC One 29 December 2016) 

The Tower: A Tale of Two Cities (BBC One 2007) 

Tracy Beaker Returns (CBBC 2010 - 2012) 

Tracey Ullman's Show (BBC One 11 January 2016 - 17 March 2017) 
Traffic Cops (BBC One 2003 - 2015) 

Trainer (BBC One 1991 - 1992) 

The Trap: What Happened to Our Dream of Freedom (BBC One 2007) 
The Catherine Tate Show (BBC Two 2004 - 2007, BBC One 2009 and 2013 - 2015) 
(From 2013 as Catherine Tate's Nan) 

Trapped! (BBC One 2007, CBBC 2008 - 2010) 

Treasures of Ancient Rome (BBC Four 2012) 

Trexx and Flipside (BBC Three 2008) 

The Trials of Life (BBC One 1990) 

Triangle (BBC One 1981 - 83) 

Tribes, Predators & Me (a.k.a. Tribes, Animals & Me, BBC Two 2016 - 2017) 
The Trip (BBC Two 2010 - 2012, Sky Atlantic 2016 - present) 

Troy: Fall of a City (BBC One 17 February 2018 - 7 April 2018) 
Truckers (BBC One 2013) 

The Tube (BBC Two 2012) 

Tudor Monastery Farm (BBC Two 2013) 

The Tudors (BBC Two 2007 - 2010, also on TV3 Ireland) 

Tumble (BBC One 2014) 

Turks & Caicos (BBC Two 2014) 

Turn Back Time - The High Street (BBC One 2010) 

Turnabout (BBC One 1990 - 1996) 

Tweenies (BBC One & BBC Two 1999 - 2002) 

Twirlywoos (CBeebies 2015-present) 

Two Fat Ladies (BBC Two 1996 - 1999) 

Two Greedy Italians (BBC Two 2011 - 2012) 

Two Pints of Lager and a Packet of Crisps (BBC Two 2001, BBC Choice 2002, BBC 
Three 2003 - 2011) 

The Two Ronnies (BBC One 1971 - 1987) 

The Two Ronnies Sketchbook (BBC One 2005) 

Two Thousand Acres of Sky (BBC One 2001 - 2003) 

Two Tribes (BBC Two 2014 - 2015) 


Two Up, Two Down (BBC One 1979) 
Tyger Takes On... (BBC Three 2014) 


Uledit] 


Uncle (BBC Three 13 January 2014 - 12 February 2017) 
Underground Ernie (BBC Two 2006 - 2009) 

United! (BBC One 1965 - 1967) 

Up Pompeii! (BBC One 1969 - 1975, ITV 1991) 

Up the Women (BBC Four 2013, BBC Two 2015) 

Upstairs, Downstairs (ITV 1971 - 1975, BBC One 2010 - 2012) 


Viedit] 


Venice 24/7 (BBC Four 2012) 

Versailles (BBC Two 2016 - 2018) 

A Very English Scandal (BBC One 2018) 

Vexed (BBC Two 2010 - 2012) 

The Vicar of Dibley (BBC One 1994 - 2007) 

Victoria Wood As Seen On TV (BBC Two 1985 - 1987) 
Victoria Wood's Nice Cup of Tea (BBC One 2013) 

Video Nation 

The Village (BBC One 31 March 2013 - 14 September 2014) 
Vingt Minutes 

The Virgin Queen (BBC One 2006) 

Virtual Murder (BBC One 1992) 

The Voice UK (BBC One 2012 - 2016) (moved to ITV after 5 series) 


Wledit] - 


WIA (BBC Two 2014 - 2017) 

Wacky Races 

Waking the Dead (BBC One 2000 - 2011) 
Walking with Beasts (BBC One 2001) 
Walking with Cavemen (BBC One 2003) 
Walking with Dinosaurs (BBC One 1999) 
Walking with Monsters (BBC One 2005) 
The Wall (BBC One 2019 - present) 
Wallace & Gromit (BBC One 1989 - 2008) 
Walliams & Friend (BBC One 2015 - 2016) 
The Walshes (BBC Four 2014) 

War & Peace (BBC One 2016) 

War Walks (BBC Two 1996 - 1997) 
Warren (BBC One 2019) 

Watch 

Watch with Mother (BBC TV/BBC One 1951 - 1972) 
Watchdog (BBC One 1980 - present) 


Watchdog Test House (BBC One 2014 - present) 

Waterloo Road (BBC One 2006 - 2015, BBC Three 2015) 
Watermen (BBC Two 2014) 

Watson & Oliver (BBC Two 2012 - 2013) 

Way to Go (BBC Three 2013) 

We are History (BBC Two 2001) 

We Love Sitcom (BBC One 9 September 2016) 

The Weakest Link (BBC Two 2000 - 2008 & 2011 - 2012, BBC One 2000 - 2011) 
The Wednesday Play (BBC One 1964 - 1970) 

West 10 LDN (BBC Three 2008) 

We've Got Your Number (BBC One 1999) 

What the Ancients Did for Us (BBC Two 2005) 

What Do Artists Do All Day? 

What the Industrial Revolution Did for Us (BBC Two 2003) 

What Not to Wear (BBC Two 2001 - 2003, BBC One 2004 - 2007) 
What the Papers Say (ITV 1956 - 1982, Channel 4 1982 - 1989, BBC Two 1989 - 
2008, BBC Radio 4 2010 - present) 

What Remains (BBC One 2013) 

What the Romans Did for Us (BBC Two 2000) 

What the Stuarts Did for Us (BBC Two 2002) 

What the Tudors Did for Us (BBC Two 2002) 

What the Victorians Did for Us (BBC Two 2001) 

Whatever Happened To The Likely Lads (BBC One 1973 - 1974) 
White Heat (BBC Two 2012) 

White Van Man (BBC Three 2011 - 2012) 

Whites (BBC Two 2010) 

The White Queen (2013) 

Whoops Baghdad (BBC One 1973) 

Why Don't You? (BBC One 1973 - 1995) 

Wild Africa (BBC Two 2001) 

Wild Arabia (BBC Two 2013) 

Wild Brazil (a.k.a. Brazil Gone Wild, BBC Two 2014) 

Wild Burma: Nature's Lost Kingdom (BBC Two 2013) 

Wild Caribbean (BBC Two 2007) 

Wild China (BBC Two 2008) 

Wild Down Under (a.k.a. Wild Australasia, BBC Two 2003) 

Wild In Your Garden (BBC Two 2003) 

Wild Ireland: The Edge of the World (a.k.a. Ireland's Wild Coast, BBC Two 2017) 
Wild New World (a.k.a. Prehistoric America, BBC Two 2002) 

Wild Wales (BBC One 2010) 

Wild West: America's Great Frontier (BBC Two 2016) 

Wildlife on One (BBC One 1977 - 2005) 

Wildlife on Two (BBC Two 1977 - 2005) 

Wilfred (BBC Three 2011 - 15) 

Winning Lines (BBC One 1999 - 2004) 

Wipeout (BBC One 1994 - 2002) 

The Witness for the Prosecution (BBC One 26 December 2016 - 27 December 2016) 
Wogan (BBC One 1982 - 1992) 


Wolf Hall (BBC Two 2015) 

The Woman in White (BBC One 22 April - 7 May 2018) 

The Wombles (BBC One 1973 - 1975) 

Wonders of Life (BBC Two 2013) 

e Wonders of the Monsoon (a.k.a. Lands of the Monsoon, BBC Two 2014) 

e Wonders of the Solar System (BBC Two 2010) 

e Wonders of the Universe (BBC Two 2011) 

e Working Lunch (BBC Two 1994 - 2010) 

World Business Report (BBC One, BBC News & BBC World News 2001 - present) 
World News Today (BBC World News, BBC News & BBC Four 2006 - present) 
World Series of Dating (BBC Three 2012) 

World's Craziest Fools (BBC Three 2011 - 2013) 

World's Most Dangerous Roads (BBC Two 2011 - 2013) 

World's Sneakiest Animals (a.k.a. Natural Born Hustlers, BBC Two 2015 - 2016) 
The World's Strictest Parents (BBC Three 2008 - 2011) 

World's Weirdest Events (a.k.a. Weird Wonders of the World (Series 1) / Weird 
Wonders (Series 1), BBC Two 2015) 

The Worst Week of My Life (BBC One 2004 - 2006) 

WPC 56 (BBC One 18 March 2013 - 13 March 2015) 

Wright Around the World (BBC One 2003 - 2005) 

The Wright Way (BBC One 2013) 

The Wrong Mans (BBC Two 2013 - 2014) 


X[edit] 
e The X-Files 
Y[edit] 


A Year in the Life of a Year (BBC Four 30 December 2016 - 30 December 2017) 

Yellowstone (BBC Two 2009) 

Yellowstone: Wildest Winter to Blazing Summer (BBC Two 2017) 

Yes Minister (BBC Two 1980 - 1984) 

Yes, Prime Minister (BBC Two 1986 - 1988, Gold 2013) 

You Rang, M'Lord? (BBC One 1988 - 1993) 

Young, Dumb and Living Off Mum (BBC Three 2009 - 2011) 

e The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles 

e BBC Young Musician of the Year (BBC One 1978 - 86, BBC Two 1988 - 2000, BBC 
Four 2002 - present) 

e Young Nation (BBC One mid 1970s) 

e The Young Ones (BBC Two 1982 - 1984) 


Z[edit] 


e Z-Cars (BBC One 1962 - 1978) 
e Zen (BBC One 2011) 
e Zoo Quest (BBC TV 1952 - 1963) 


Special events[edit] 


Chelsea Flower Show 

Children in Need (BBC One & BBC Two 1980 - present) 

Comic Relief (BBC One & BBC Two 1985 - present) 

Edinburgh Festival 

Eurovision Song Contest (BBC TV/BBC One 1956 - present, BBC Three 2004 - 2015, 
BBC Four 2016 -) 

Glastonbury Festival (BBC Two 1997 - present, BBC Three 2003 - 2015, BBC Four 
2003 - present) 

The Proms 

Sport Relief: (BBC One & BBC Two 2002 - present) 


BBC Sport[edit] 


Current Coverage 


Match of the Day: BBC Two 1964 - 1966, BBC One 1966 - present (Only on air for FA 
Cup weekends 1988 - 1992 & 2001 - 2004) 

Match of the Day 2: BBC Two 2004 - 2012, BBC One 2012 - present 

Football Focus: BBC One 1974 - present (Part of Grandstand 1974 - 2001) 

Final Score: BBC One 1958 - present (Part of Grandstand 1958 - 2001) 

UEFA European Football Championship 

The Premier League Show: BBC Two 2016 - present 

FIFA World Cup: BBC One 1962 - present (Shared with ITV Sport) 

UEFA European Championships: BBC One 1960 - present (Shared with ITV Sport) 
FA Cup: BBC One/TV 1937 - 1996, 2002 - 2008 & 2014 - present (Shared with BT 
Sport) 

Test Match Special: BBC Radio 1957 - present 

6 Nations Rugby: BBC One 2000 - present (Shared with ITV Sport 2016 - present) 
Summer & Winter Olympic Games: BBC One & Two 1948 - present 

Ski Sunday: BBC Two 1978 - present 

Wimbledon Championships: BBC TV/BBC One 1937 - present, BBC Two 1964 - 
present 

Today at Wimbledon: BBC Two 1993 - 2014 & 2016 - present (Replaced by 
Wimbledon 2Day in 2015) 

PDC Champions League of Darts: BBC One & BBC Two 2016 - present 

World Snooker Championship: BBC One & BBC Two 1977 - present 

London Marathon: BBC One 1981 - present 

Great North Run: BBC One 1981 - present 

The Open Championship: BBC One & Two 1955 - present (Live coverage 1955 - 
2015, highlights 2016 - present) 

Rugby League Challenge Cup: BBC One & Two 1948 - present 

Rugby League World Cup: BBC One & Two 1960 - present (Live coverage 1960 - 
2000 & 2013 - present, highlights only 2008) 

The Boat Race: BBC TV/One 1938 - 2004 & 2010 - present (ITV covered the Boat 
Race from 2005 - 2009) 

Super Bowl (BBC One Two 2007 - 2013 & 2016 - present) 

Rugby Special: BBC Two 1966 - 2005 & 2016 - present 


England Test Match, ODI & T20 International Highlights: 2020 - present 

2 England Men's T20 Internationals & 2 England Women's T20 International: 2020 - 
present 

10 matches from men's City based T20 competition & 8 matches from women's City 
based T20 competition: 2020 - present 

ATP World Tour Finals - BBC Two 2009 - present 

FIFA Women's World Cup - BBC One/Two 2007 - present 


Past Coverage 


Live England Test Cricket: BBC TV 1938 - 1998 

Football League/League Cup Show: BBC One 2009 - 2015 (rights transferred to 
Channel 5) 

Grandstand: BBC One 1958 - 2007, BBC Two 1981 - 2007 

Sportsnight: BBC One 1968 - 1997 

BDO World Darts Championship: BBC One & BBC Two 1978 - 2016 

The Grand National: BBC One 1960 - 2012, BBC Radio 1948 - present (rights 
transferred to Channel 4) 

Grand Prix: BBC One & BBC Two 1976 - 1996 (Rebroadcast between 2009 - 2015 on 
BBC Red Button and BBC iPlayer) 

* Formula 1: BBC One & BBC Two 1976 - 1996 & 2009 - 2015 (rights transferred to 
Channel 4) 


See also[edit] 


e BESBBC portal 
° p elevision portal 
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This is a list of television programmes currently and formerly broadcast on 
the children's television strand of the BBC in the United Kingdom. 


Live action(edit] 


e 4 O'Clock Club 

e Absolute Genius with Dick and Dom(2013-2016) 
e Almost Never 

e Allat Sea (2013-2015) 

e All Over the Place 

e All Over the Workplace (2016-2017) 

e Art Ninja 

e Backshall's Deadly Adventures (2015) 


Beyond Bionic (2018)#! 
Blue Peter 
Brain Freeze (2015) 
Cinemaniacs (2015) 
Class Dismissed 
Copycats (2009-2016) 
The Dengineers 
e The Dog Ate My Homework (2015-2018) 
e The Dumping Ground 
e Got What It Takes? 
e Gym Stars (2018) 


Junior Bake Off (2011-2016) 
Katy (2018-)2 

Last Commanders 
Lifebabble (2016-2018) 
Marrying Mum and Dad 
Match of the Day Kickabout 


e Hacker Time (2011-2016) 

e Hank Zipzer (2014-2016) 

e Hetty Feather (2015-2018) 

e Holly Hobbie 

e Horrible Histories (2009-2013; 2015-2018) 
e Horrible Histories: Gory Games 

e Ice Stars 

e Jamie Johnson 

e foe All Alone?! 


Matilda and the Ramsay Bunch 
Millie Inbetween (2014-2018) 

My Life 

Naomi's Nightmares of Nature (2014-2016) 
Newsround 

Now You See /t#! (2016-2017) 
Odd Squad 

Officially Amazing 

Operation Ouch! 

Our School 

The Pets Factor 

The Playlist 

Rank the Prank 

Raven (2002-2010; 2017-2018) 
Remotely Funny 

Sam & Mark's Big Friday Wind-Up 
Saturday Mash-Up! 


Shaun the Sheep 
Show Me What You're Made Of 


Sketchy Comedy 

So Awkward (2015-present) 

Stepping Up 

Taking the Next Step 

The Sparticle Mystery (2011-2015) 
The Story of Tracy Beaker (2002-2005) 
Tracy Beaker Returns (2010-2013) 
Top Class 

Ultimate Brain (2014-2016) 

Whoops I Missed the Bus (2016-2017) 
Whoops I Missed Newsround (2016) 
Wild and Weird 

Wolfblood (2012-2017) 

The Worst Witch 

Young Dracula (2006-2014) 

The Zog“ 


Animation(edit] 


Arthur 

Boy Girl Dog Cat Mouse Cheese 
Danger Mouse 

The Deep 

Diddy TV 

Dennis And Gnasher: Unleashed! 
DreamWorks Dragons 

The Epic Tales of Captain Underpants 


OOglies 
Scream Street 


e Shaun the Sheep (2007) 
e Strange Hill High (puppet-animation) (2013-2014) 


e Zig and Zag (2016) 
e Zig and Zag Zogcasts (2016) 


Hybrid (edit) 


e Little Roy (2017) 


Former programming[edit] 


This section may be written from a fan's point of view, 
Á rather than a neutral point of view. Please clean it up to 

conform to a higher standard of quality, and to make it neutral in 

tone. (April 2019) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


@ledit] 

e @the Edge 
1-10[edit] 

e 12 Again 


e The 13 Ghosts of Scooby-Doo (1994-2000) 
e 2 Stupid Dogs 

e 3rd & Bird 

e 4 O'Clock Club 

e 4 O'Clock Files 


e 50/50 

e The 8:15 from Manchester 
Aledit] 

e Abadas 


e Ace Lightning 

e Ace Ventura: Pet Detective 

e Activ8 

e The Addams Family (1964 TV series) 

e The Addams Family (1973 animated series) 
e The Addams Family (1992 animated series) 
e Adventure Florida 

e The Adventure Game 

e Adventures from the Book of Virtues (2001-2004) 
e The Adventures of Abney & Teal 

e The Adventures of Blinky Bill 

e The Adventures of the Garden Fairies 

e The Adventures of McGee and Me 

e The Adventures of Parsley 


The Adventures of Raggedy Ann and Andy 
The Adventures of Robinson Crusoe 

The Adventures of Shirley Holmes 

The Adventures of Sir Prancelot 

The Adventures of Skippy 

The Adventures of Tintin 


Aesop's Tales 
Against All Odds 


Agent Z and the Penguin from Mars 
Albert the Fifth Musketeer 
Alesha's Street Dance Stars 
Alfonso Bonzo 

Ali-A's Superchargers 
Alienators: Evolution Continues 
Aliens in the Family 

The All-New Pink Panther Show 
The All-New Popeye Show 

All or Nothing 

All Your Own 

Alphabet Attack 

Alohablocks 

Alvin and the Chipmunks 

The Amazing Adventures of Morph 
Andy Pandy 

Angelmouse 

Angus and Cheryl 

Animal Arc 

Animal Fair 

Animal Magic 

Animal World 

Animaland 

Animalia 

Animals at Work 

The Animals of Farthing Wood 
Animorphs 

Anthony Ant 

The Antics Road Show 

Anytime Tales 

Ape Man: Adventures in Human Evolution 
Aquila 

Archer's Goon 

Arizona 

Around the World with Willy Fog 
Art Ninja 

Astro Boy 

Atlantis High 


Attack of the Killer Tomatoes: The Animated Series 


Bledit] 


Babar 

Baby Jake 

Back to the Future 
Bad Boyes 

Bad Penny 

Badger Girl 
Badjelly the Witch 
Baggy Pants and the Nitwits 
Bagpuss 

Bailey Kipper's P.O.V. 
Bailey's Comets 

The Baker Street Boys 
Balamory 

Bamzooki 

The Banana Splits 
Bananaman 
Barbapapa 

Barmy Aunt Boomerang 
Barnaby the bear 
Barney 

Barney Bear 

Barney's Barrier Reef 
Barney's Latin America 
The Bartons 

The Basil Brush Show 
Basil's Game Show 
Basil's Swap Shop 
Batfink 

Battle of the Planets 
The Batman 

Batty Adventures 

Bay City 

BB3B 

Bear Behaving Badly 

A Bear Behind 

Beat the Boss 

Beat the Teacher 
Beau Geste 

Becky and Barnaby Bear 
Bedtime Stories 

Belfry Witches 
Bernard 

Bertha 

Bellamy's Backyard Safari 
Belle and Sebastian 


Belle and Sebastian 
The Bellflower Bunnies 
Benji, Zax & the Alien Prince 
Best of Friends 

Betty Boop 

Beyond Bionic 

Big & Small 

Big Babies 

Big Barn Farm 

Big City Park 

Big Cook, Little Cook 
Big Kids 

The Big Knights 

The Big Performance 
Big Wolf on Campus 
Bill and Ben 

Billy Bean and His Funny Machine 
Billy Bunter of Greyfriars School 
Billy Webb's Amazing Stories 
Bing 

Binka 

The Biskitts 

Bits and Bobs 

Bitsa 

The Biz 

Bizzy Lizzy 

Blackhearts in Battersea 
Bleep and Booster 

Blood and Honey 

Blow Your Mind 

Blue Peter 

Bluebirds 

Bob the Builder 

Bobinogs 

Bod 

Bodger & Badger 

Boj 

Boo! 

Boogie Beebies 

The Bookworms 

The Boot Street Band 
Bootleg 

The Borrowers 

Bosco 

The Bots Master 
Bottersnikes and Gumbles 
The Box of Delights 

The Brady Kids 


Brain Freeze 
Brain-Jitsu 
Brambly Hedge 
BraveStarr 

e Break In The Sun 
e Break Point 

e Bric-a-Brac 

e Bright Sparks 
Bring It On 

The Brollys 

Brum 

Bruno the Kid 
Bucky O'Hare and the Toad Wars 
Buddy 

Bump 

Bump in the Night 
Bunyip 

The Busy World of Richard Scarry 
But First This 
Butterfly Island 
Byker Grove 


Cledit] 


e C Bear and Jamal 

e The C.B. Bears 

e Camberwick Green 

e Captain Abercromby 

e Captain Pugwash 

e Captain Scarlet and the Mysterons 
e Captain Zep - Space Detective 
Carrie and David's Popshop 
Carrie's War 

Cartoon Critters 

Casper Classics 

Caterpillar Trail 

Cavegirl 

Celebrity Driving Academy 
Century Falls 

ChalkZone 

Champion the Wonder Horse 
The Changes 

Charlie and Lola 

The Charlie Brown and Snoopy Show 
Charlie Chalk 

Cheggers Plays Pop 

Chegwin Checks It Out 

CBBC @ RI1's Teen Awards 


CBBC does Fame Academy 
CBBC Official Chart Show 


CBBC Visits the Wizarding World of Harry Potter and Fantastic Beasts"! 


Chigley 
Children of Fire Mountain 
The Children of Green Knowe 


The Chinese Puzzle 
Chip 'n' Dale 
Chipmunks Go to the Movies 
Chock-A-Block 
Christopher Crocodile 
The Chronicles of Narnia 
Chuck Finn 

The ChuckleHounds 
ChuckleVision 
Chucklewood Critters 
Chuggington 

Chute! 

CINEMANIACS 

Clangers 

Class 

Class Dismissed 
Clifford the Big Red Dog 
Clifford's Puppy Days 
Clockwise 

Cloudbabies 

Clowning Around 
Clutter Nutters 
Codename Icarus 
Colour in the Creek 
Come Outside 

Comic Relief Does Glee Club 
Conan the Adventurer 
Connie the Cow 

Cop School 

Copycats 

Corners 

The Country Boy 
Crackerjack 

The Cramp Twins 
Creeped Out 

Crisis Control 

Crush 

The Crust 

Crystal Tipps and Alistair 
Cubix 

Cuckoo Land 

Cupidon Mouse 


e Cyberchase 
Died it] 


e Da Dick and Dom Dairies 

e Danger Mouse 

e Dance Factory 

e Dani's Castle 

e Dani's House 

e The Dare Devil 

e Dark Season 

e Dark Towers 

e Dastardly and Muttley in Their Flying Machines 
e Dead Entry 

e Dead Gorgeous 

e Dear Heart 

e Dear Mr Barker 

e Deadly 360 

e Deadly 60 

e Deadly 60 on a Mission 

e Deadly Art 

e Deadly Top 10s 

e The December Rose 

e The Deep 

e Defenders of the Earth 

e Degrassi Junior High 

e The Demon Headmaster 

e The Dengineers 

e Dennis the Menace 

e Dennis the Menace and Gnasher 
e Deputy Dawg 

e Desperados 

e Dick & Dom in da Bungalow 
e Dick and Dom's Funny Business 
e Dick and Dom's Hoopla 

e Dick 'N' Dom Go Wild 

e Diddy Dick and Dom 

e Diddy Movies 

e Diddy TV 

e Dilly the Dinosaur 

e Dink, the Little Dinosaur 


e Dinky Dog 

e Dinky Duck 
e Dino Babies 
e Dinopaws 


e Dinosapien 
e Dinosaur Detectives 


e Dipdap 


e Dirtgirlworld 
e Disaster Chef 


e Dizzy Heights 

e DNN: Definitely Not Newsround 
e Do Something Different 

e Do You Know? 

e Doctor Dolittle 

e Dodgem 

e Doctor Who: Dreamland 

e Doctor Who: The Infinite Quest 
e The Dog Ate My Homework 

e Dogtanian and the Three Muskehounds 
e Don and Pete 

e Donald Duck 

e Dooby Duck's Disco Bus 

e Dooby Duck's Euro Tour 

e Dooby's Duck Truck 

e Doodle Do 

e Double Dare 

e Down on the Farm 


e Dr Otter 

e Dragon Tales 

e Drak Pack 

e Driver Dan's Story Train 
e Droopy 


e Droopy, Master Detective 

e Dudley Do-Right 

e The Dumping Ground 

e The Dumping Ground Survival Files 
e Duncan Dares 

Dungeons & Dragons 

e Dustbin Baby 


E[edit] 


e Earthfasts 

e Ed and Oucho's Excellent Inventions 
e The Ed and Zed Show 

e Eek! The Cat 

e Eggs 'n' Baker 

e El Chavo del Ocho 

e El Nombre 


e Election 
e Elidor 
e Eliot Kid 


e Emu's Broadcasting Company 
e Endangered Species 
e Enid Blyton's Enchanted Lands 


e Ernie's Incredible Illucinations 
e Escape from Jupiter 

e Escape from Scorpion Island 
e Ethelbert the Tiger 


e Eureka 

e Eureka TV 

e Evacuation 

e Eve 

e Ever After High 

e Everything's Rosie 

e Expo 

e The Eye of the Dragon 
F[edit] 

e Fab Lab 


e Fame Academy 

e The Fame Game 

The Family-Ness 
Fantastic Max 

Fast Forward 

Favorite Songs 

Fear Falls 

Feather Boy 

Fergus McPhail 

Fetch! with Ruff Ruffman 
Fiddley Foodle Bird 
Fievel's American Tails 
Fimbles 

Fingerbobs 
Fingermouse 

Finley the Fire Engine 
Fireman Sam 

Fit 

Five Children and It 
Fix and Foxi 

Flash Gordon 

The Flashing Blade 
Flint the Time Detective 
The Flintstone Kids 
The Flintstones 

The Flumps 

Fly-High and Huggy 
Fly Tales 

Footy Pups 

The Fonz and the Happy Days Gang 
For the Children 
Forget Me Not Farm 


Fox Tales 
Frankenstein's Cat 
Franny's Feet 

Fred Basset 

e Free Willy 

e Freefonix 

e Friday Download 

e Friday Film Special 
Friends and Heroes 
Fudge 

Fully Booked 

Fungus the Bogeyman 
The Funky Phantom 
Funnybones 

The Furchester Hotel 


The Further Adventures of SuperTed 
G[edit] 


Gadget Boy 


Galaxy Goof-Ups 
Galidor: Defenders of the Outer Dimension 


Galloping Galaxies! 

Garth and Bev 

Gastronauts 

The Genie From Down Under 
Gentle Ben 

Geronimo Stilton 

Get 100 

Get Squiggling 

Get Well Soon 

Get Your Own Back 

The Ghost Hunter 
Ghostwriter 

The Gift 

Gigglebiz 

Gimme A Break 

Gina's Laughing Gear 

The Girl from Tomorrow 

The Girl from Tomorrow Part Il: Tomorrow's End 
Glad Rags 


Go Jetters 
Go with Noakes 


The Godzilla Power Hour 
Godzilla: The Series 

Going Live 

Goober and the Ghost Chasers 
Goodbye Year 6 


e Goofy 
e Goosebumps 
e Gordon the Garden Gnome 


e Gordon the Gopher 

e Got What it Takes? 

e Gran 

e Grandad 

e Grandpa in My Pocket 
Grange Hill 

Gravedale High 

The Great Grape Ape Show 


The Greedysaurus Gang 
Green Balloon Club 


Greenclaws 
Gruey 
Guess with Jess 


H[edit] 


Hacker Time 

Hacker's Birthday Bash: 30 Years of Children's BBC 
Hacker's CBBC Christmas Carol 
Hacker's CBBC Top 10 
Hacker's Crackers” 

Hacker's Olympic Rundown 
Hai! Karate - Journey to Japan 
Hairy Jeremy 

Half Moon Investigations 

The Hallo Spencer Show 
Hangar 17 

Hank Zipzer 

Happy Families 

Hard Spell Abbey 

Harlem Globetrotters 

Harriet's Army 

Harry and the Hendersons 
Harry and Toto 

Hattytown Tales 

Heads and Tails 


Heathcliff 

Heathcliff and the Catillac Cats 
Hector Heathcote 

Hector's House 

Headz 

Help! My Supply Teacher's Magic 
Help! Teach is Coming to Stay 


Henry's Cat 
The Herbs 


Here Come the Double Deckers 
Hero Squad 

Hero to Zero 

Hetty Feather 

Hey Duggee 

Heyyy, It's the King! 

Hider in the House 

Higgledy House 

Highlander: The Animated Series 
Histeria! 

Hit The Stage 

Hokey Cokey 

Hokey Wolf 

The Hollies School 

Hollywood 7 

Home Farm Twins 

Horrible Histories (2009 TV series) 
Horrible Histories (2015 TV series) 
Horrible Histories: Gory Games 
Horses Galore 

Hotch Potch House 

Hotel Trubble 

Hounded 

The House Of Gristle 

How To Be Epic @ Everything 
Hububb 

Huckleberry Finn and His Friends 
Hunter's Gold 


Iedit] 


l Can Cook 

Į Can Dream 

l Dare You 

l Dream 

| Hate This House 
| Love Mummy 


| Want My Own Room 
| Was a Rat 


Ice Stars 

Iconicles 

The Impossibles 

In the Night Garden... 
Inch High, Private Eye 
Incredible Games 

The Incredible Hulk 
The Infinite Quest 
Ingenious 


e /nside Life 

e /nsides Out 

e Intergalactic Kitchen 
e Ipso Facto 

e Iron Man 

e It'Iil Never Work 


e Itsy Bitsy Spider 
e Ivor The Engine 


e iznogoud 
Jiedit] 
e Jackanory 


e Jackie Chan Adventures 
e Jakers! The Adventures of Piggley Winks 


e Jamie Johnson 
e Jamillah and Aladdin 


Jana of the Jungle 
Janosch's Story Time 
e Jedward's Big Adventure 
e jeopardy 
e Jeremiah in the Dark Woods 
e The Jetsons 
e jigsaw 
e Jim Henson's Animal Show 
e Jimbo and the Jet-Set 


e Jinx 

e Jockey School 
e Joe 

e Joe90 


e Joe All Alone 

Johnny and the Bomb 

The Johnny and Inel Show 
Johnson and Friends 

The Joke Machine 

Jonny Briggs 

Jonny Quest 

Joshua Jones 

Jossy's Giants 

The Journey of Allen Strange 
The Juggler 

Julia Jekyll and Harriet Hyde 
The Jungle Book 

Junior Bake Off 

Junior MasterChef 

Junior Vets 


Juniper Jungle 


Just So Stories 


e Just William (1994 TV series) 
e Just William (2010 TV series) 
e Justin's House 


K[ edit] 

e Katie Morag 
e Katy 

e Kazoops 


e Keep Your Enemies Close 
e Keith Harris and Orville 

e Kenan & Kel 

e Kerching! 

e Kerwhizz 

e Kevin and Co. 

e Kevin's Cousins 

e Kick Start 

e Kickabout+ 

e The Kids from 47a 

e The Kids of Degrassi Street 
e King Cinder 

e King Greenfingers 

e King Rollo 


e Kissyfur 
e Kizzy 


e Knock, Knock 

e Knowhow 

e The Koala Brothers 

e The Krankies Elektronik Komik 


e The Kwicky Koala Show 
e Krypto the Superdog 


Liedit] 


e LA. 7 

e Laff-A-Lympics 

e The Lampies 

e The Large Family 

e Lassie 

e Last Commanders 

e Laurel and Hardy 

e Lay on Five 

e League of Super Evil 

e The Legend of Dick and Dom 
e Legend ofthe Dragon 

e The Legend of Prince Valiant 
e The Legend of Tim Tyler 

e Leonardo 


Let's Celebrate 

The Let's Go Club 

Let's Play 

Level Up 

Lifebabble 

Lift Music® 

Lift Off! With Coppers and Co! 
The Likeaballs 

A Likely Lad 

Lilly the Witch 

The Lingo Show 

Lippy the Lion & Hardy Har Har 
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe 
The Littl’ Bits 

Little Bear 

Little Charley Bear 

Little Howard's Big Question 
Little Human Planet 

Little Monsters 

Little Mouse on the Prairie 
The Little Polar Bear 

Little Red Tractor 

Little Robots 

Little Roy 

Little Sir Nicholas 

The Little Vampire 

The Littlest Hobo 

Littlest Pet Shop 

Live & Kicking 

Lizzie Dripping 

Lizzie McGuire 

Lockie Leonard 

A Long Long Crime Ago 
Look and Read 

Looney Tunes 

Lost & Found Music Studios 
The Lowdown 

Ludus 

Ludwig 

Luna 


Lunar Jim 


M[edit] 


M.I. High 
The Machine Gunners 


Maddigan's Quest 
Maggie 


Magic Grandad 

Magic Hands 

The Magic Key 

The Magic Roundabout 

The Magical Adventures of Quasimodo 
The Make Shift 

Maid Marian and Her Merry Men 
Mama Mirabelle's Home Movies 
Marine Boy 

Marlene Marlowe Investigates 
Marrying Mum and Dad 

Martha Speaks 

Martin's Mice 

The Marvel Action Hour 

Mary, Mungo and Midge 

The Mask: Animated Series 

The Master of Ballantrae 

Match of the Day Kickabout 
Matilda and the Ramsay Bunch 
Maya & Miguel 

Me and My Monsters 

Me Too! 

Meet the Pups 

Meet the Kittens 

Melody 

Melvin and Maureen's Music-a-grams 
“Merlin” 

Merrie Melodies 

Messy Goes to Okido 
MetalHeads 

Miami 7 

Mick and Mac 

Mickey and Donald 

Mickey Mouse 

Microscopic Milton 

Microsoap 

Mighty Max 

Mighty Mites 

Mighty Mouse 

Mighty Mouse: The New Adventures 
Mighty Truck of Stuff 

Mike the Knight 

Mike, Mop and the Moke 

Millie Inbetween 

Minibeast Adventure with Jess 
The Minimighty Kids 

The Minimighty Squad 

The Ministry of Curious Stuff 


Minuscule 

Mio Mao 

Misery Guts 
Mission: 2110 
Mister Maker 
Misterjaw 

Model! Millie 

The Mole 

Mona the Vampire 
Monster Café 
Monster High 
Monster Rancher 
Monster TV 
Monty the Dog 
Moomin 

The Moon Stallion 
Moondial 

Mop and Smiff 
Morph 

The Morph Files 
Morris Minor's Marvellous Motors 


Mortified 

Mortimer and Arabel 
Mother Goose and Grimm 
Mouse and Mole 

The Movie Game 

Mr Benn 

Mr. Bloom: Here and There 
Mr. Bloom's Nursery 

Mr. Magoo 

Mr. Men 

Mr. Wymi 

Mud 

Muddle Earth 

Muffin the Mule 
Multi-Coloured Swap Shop 


The Mummy: The Animated Series 
The Munsters 

Muppet Babies'ss2mbiauation needed 
My Almost Famous Family 
My First 

My Friend Walter 

My Genius Idea 

My Life 

My Pet and Me 

My Story 

My Team: The Cheerleaders 
MySay 


The Mysterious Cities of Gold 
The Mysti Show 

Mythical Magical Creatures 
MyWish 


N[edit] 


Naomi's Nightmares of Nature 

Nelly and Nora 

Nelly Nut: Live 

Neon Genesis Evangelion 

The New Adventures of Black Beauty 
The New Adventures of Flash Gordon 
The New Adventures of Mighty Mouse 
The New Adventures of Soeed Racer 
The New Adventures of Superman 
The New Adventures of Winnie the Pooh 
The New Adventures of Zorro 

The New Fred and Barney Show 

The New Lassie 

The New Shmoo 

The New Woody Woodpecker Show 
Newsround 

Newsround Showbiz 

Newsround Specials 

The Next Big Thing 

The Next Step 

e Night of the Red Hunter 

e Nilus the Sandman 

e Nina and the Neurons 

e Ninja Turtles: The Next Mutation 

No Sweat 

Noah and Nelly in... SkylArk 

Noah and Saskia 

Noah's Island 

The Noddy Shop 

Noddy's Toyland Adventures 

Noggin the Nog 

Nowhere Boys 

Now You See /t 

Numberblocks 

Numberjacks 

Numbertime 

The Numtums 

Nuzzle and Scratch 


Oledit] 


e Oakie Doke 

e Ocean Odyssey 

e Ocean Star 

e The Octonauts 

e Officially Amazing 

e Officially Amazing Extra 
e Officially Amazing Mini 
e Old Jack's Boat 

e Old Jack's Boat: Rockpool Tales 
e One Minute Wonders 

e Only in America 

e OOglies 

e Operation Ouch! 


e Opposites Attract 
e Orville and Cuddles 


e Oscar Charlie 

e Oscar's Orchestra 

e Osker and the Ice-Pick 
e  QOucho The Cactus 

e Our Planet 

e Our School' 

e Out of Tune 

e Out There 

e Outback 8 

e Over the Moon with Mr. Boom 
e Ovide and the Gang 

e The Owl 


P[edit] 


e Pablo the Little Red Fox 
e Paddington 

e Paradise Café 

e Parallax 

e Parallel 9 

e Patchwork Pals 

e Patrick's Planet 

e Patrik Pacard 

e Paw Paws 

e PC Pinkerton 

e Pedro and Frankensheep 
e Penelope K, by the way 
e Penny Crayon 

e The Perishers 

e Peter Pan & the Pirates 

e Peter Rabbit 


Pet School 

Pet Squad 

Phantom 2040 

Philbert Frog 

Philomena 

The Phoenix and the Carpet 
Picture Book 

Pie in the Sky 

Pig Heart Boy 

Pigeon Street 

Pingu 

Pink Panther and Sons 
The Pink Panther Show 
Pinky and the Brain 

Pinky and Perky 

The Pinky and Perky Show 
Pinny's House 

Pinocchio 

Pirates 

The Pirates of Dark Water 
Pitt & Kantrop 

Pixelface 

Pixie & Dixie 

Planet Ajay 

Planet Cook 

Planet Dinosaur Files 
Plasmo 

Play Away 

Play School 

Playdays 

Pluto 

Pocket Dragon Adventures 
Pocket Money Pitch 

The POD 

The Poddington Peas 
Poetry Pie 

The Pogles 

Pole Position 

Police Academy 

Polka Dot Shorts 

Pop Slam! 

The Pop Zone 

Popeye 

Popeye and Son 

Postman Pat 

Postman Pat Special Delivery Service 
Potsworth and Company 
Powers 


Prank Patrol 

Prank Patrol Down Under 

The Prince and the Pauper 

The Prince of Atlantis 

Prudence Kitten 

The Puppy's Further Adventures 


Puppydog Tales 
Puzzle Trail 


Qiedit] 


Q Pootle 5 

The Quack Chat Show 
The Queen's Nose 
Quick Draw McGraw 


R[edit] 


Raa Raa the Noisy Lion 

The Raccoons 

The Racing Set 

Radio Roo 

Radio Studio Compise 

Rag, Tag and Bobtail 

Ragtime 

Rank the Prank 

Rastamouse 

Raven 

Raven: The Dragon's Eye 
Raven: The Island 

Raven: The Secret Temple 
Razzledazzle 

The Real Adventures of Jonny Quest 
The Really Wild Show 

Record Breakers 

The Red Hand Gang 

Relic: Guardians Of The Museum 
Remotely Funny 


Rentaghost 
The Return of the Psammead 


Return to Jupiter 

The Revenge Files of Alistair Fury 
Rewind 

The Rhyme Rocket 

Richard Hammond's Blast Lab 
Richie Rich 

Roar 

Robinson Sucroe 


Rocket Boy and Toro 
Rocket's Island 

The Rocky and Bullwinkle Show 
Roger and Co 

e Roland and Rattfink 

e Roland Rat 

e Rolf Harris Cartoon Time 

e The Roly Mo Show 

The Roman Holidays 
Roman Mysteries 
Romuald the Reindeer 
Roobarb 

Roswell Conspiracies 
Rotten Ralph 

Round the Twist 

Roy 

The Roy Files 
Rubbadubbers 

A Rubovian Legend 

Rude Dog and the Dweebs 
Ruff-Ruff, Tweet and Dave 
Rugrats 

Rule The School 

Run the Risk 

Running Scared 

Rupert Bear 


S[edit] 


e S Club 7 Go Wild! 

e S Club Juniors Summer Party 

S Club Search 

Saban's Adventures of Pinocchio 
Sadie J 

Salty 

Sam & Mark's Big Friday Wind-Up 
Sam and Mark's Guide to Dodging Disaster 
Sam and Mark's Sports Showdown 
Sam and the River 

Sam on Boffs' Island 

Sarah & Duck 

The Sarah Jane Adventures 

Sarah Jane's Alien Files 

The Satellite Show 

Saturday Aardvark 

Saturday Superstore 

School For Stars 

School of Roars™ 


School of Silence 

Scooby-Doo and Scrappy-Doo 
The Scooby-Doo Show 
Scooby-Doo! Mystery Incorporated 
Scoop 

Score with the Scaffold 
Scream Street 

Screen Test 

Seaview 

Secret Life of Toys 

The Secret Show 

Secret Squirrel 

Secret World) 

See How They Run 

See It Saw It 

Sergeant Stripes 

Serious Amazon 

Serious Andes 

Serious Arctic 

Serious Desert 

Serious Jungle 

Serious Ocean 

Sesame Tree 

Seven Little Australians 
Shakespeare: The Animated Tales 
The Shari Lewis Show 


Sheeep 


The Shiny Show 


Ship to Shore 
Shoebox Zoo 


Short Change 
Show and Spell 


Show Me What You're Made Of 


Sick as a Parrot 


Sidekick(2014-2017) 


The Silver Brumby 
Silver Surfer 


Simon and the Witch 


The Singing Kettle 


Six Classic Fairy Tales 


Skate Nation 
Skeleton Warriors 
Skip and Fuffy 


Skippy the Bush Kangaroo 


Skunk Fu! 

The Slammer 
Small Potatoes 
Smalltalk Diaries 


SMart 

Smart Guy 

SMarteenies 

Smile 

The Smoggies 

The Smokehouse 

The Smurfs 

Snailsbury Tales 

Snap! 

Snorks 

So Little Time 

So You Want to be Top? 
The Sorcerer's Apprentice 
Sorry, I've Got No Head 
Space Ark 

Space Pirates 

Space Sentinels 

SpaceVets 

Speed Buggy 

Speed Racer 

Spider 

Spider-Man (1981 TV series) 
Spider-Man (1994 TV series) 
Spider-Man and His Amazing Friends 
Spirit Warriors 

Spook Squad 

Spook Up! 

The Spooktacular New Adventures of Casper 
Sport Relief Does Glee Club 
Sportsround 

Spot Bots 

Spot the Dog 

Spot's Musical Adventures 
Spy Trap 

Spywatch 

Square One Television 

The Stables 

Stacey Stone 

Star Trek: The Animated Series 
Star Wars: Droids 

Star Wars: Ewoks 

Starhill Ponies 

Steel Riders 

Step Inside 

Stepping Up 

Stig of the Dump 

Stilgoe's On 

Stingray 


Stitch Up! 

Stone Protectors 

Stoppit and Tidyup 

The Story Makers 

The Story of the Treasure Seekers 
The Strange Affair of Adelaide Harris 
Strange Hill High 

Street Monsters 

Stuart Little: The Animated Series 
Student Bodies 

Studio E 

Stupid! 

Sub Zero 

Summerhill 

Summerton Mill 

The Sunday Gang 

Super Duper Sumos 

Super Human Challenge 

Super Junior and Super Tank Show 
Super Rupert 

Superbods 

Superman: The Animated Series 
SuperTed 

Suspect 

Swamp Thing 

SWAT Kats: The Radical Squadron 
Sweet Seventeen 

Sweet Valley High 


System 93 


T[edit] 


T. and T. 

T.T.V. 

Take a Bow 

Take Hart 

Take That 

Take Two 

Taking the Next Step 

The Tale of Jack Frost 
Tales from Europe 

Tales of Aesop 

Tales of the Riverbank 
Tales of the Tooth Fairies 
Tales of a Wise King 
Tarzan, Lord of the Jungle 
Taz-Mania 

Tea with Grandma 


Teacup Travels 
Technobabble 

Ted Sieger's Wildlife 
Teddy Edward 
Teddy Trucks 
TeddyBears 
Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles 
TeleQuest 
Telescope 
Teletubbies 

Telling Tales 


Tellytales 
The Terrible Thunderlizards 


Testament: The Bible in Animation 
Theodore 
There's a Viking in My Bed 


These Are the Days 
Think of a Number 


This is Daniel Cook 
This is Emily Yeung 
Three Delivery 


Thumb Wrestling Federation 
ThunderCats (Season 1 only) 


Tikkabilla 

Time Busters 

Time Warp Trio 

Timeless Tales 

Timeless Tales from Hallmark 
Timmy Time 

Junior Vets on Call 

Tinga Tinga Tales 

Tiny and Mr Duck's Huge Show 
Tiny Tumble 

TMi 

To Me, To You! 
ToddWorld 

Tolibob 

Tom and Jerry 

Tom & Jerry Kids 

Tom Tom 

Tommy Zoom 

Tom's Midnight Garden 
Toonatics 

Top of the Form 

Top of the Pops Reloaded 
Topsy and Tim 

The Torch 

Totally Doctor Who 


Totally Rubbish 

Tottie: The Story of a Doll's House 
Touché Turtle and Dum Dum 
Towser 

Toxic Crusaders 

Tracy Beaker Returns 

Tracy Beaker Survival Files 
Trading Places 

Transmission Impossible with Ed and Oucho 
Travel Bug 

A Traveller in Time 

Trapped! 

Treasure 

Treasure Champs 1 

Tree Fu Tom 

Tricks 'n' Tracks 

Tricky Business 

The Tripods 

Trollz 

Tronji 

Troublemakers 

The True Meaning of Crumbfest 
True Tilda 

Trumpton 

Tucker's Luck 

Tweenies 

Twin It to Win [te 

The Twisted Whiskers Show 


Twirlywoos 


Uledit] 


UGetme 

UK Top 40 

Uki 

UKool 

Ultimate Book of Spells 
Ultimate Brain 
Ultimate Sports Day 
Ultimate Vets 
Ulysses 31 

Uncle Jack 

Uncle Max 
Undercover Dads! 
Undercover Elephant 
The Underdog Show 
Underground Ernie 
Up on Our Street 


Viedit] 


e Val Meets The VIPs 

e Valley of the Dinosaurs 

e Victor & Maria 

e Vision On 

e Visionaries: Knights of the Magical Light 
e Viva S Club 

e Vote For Me 

e The Voyages of Doctor Dolittle 


Wledit] 


Wacky Races 
Wait For It...! 


Walking the Dog 
Wallace and Gromit 
Wallace and Gromit's World of Invention 
Wally Gator 

Watch 

The Watch House 
Watch My Chops 
Watch with Mother 
Waterfalls 

Watt on Earth 

The Way Things Work 
Waybuloo 


The Wayne Manifesto 
We Are the Champions 


What A Mess 

What? Where? When? Why? 
What's Inside? 

Whirligig 

White Peak Farm 

Whizz 

Whizz Whizz Bang Bang 
Who, Sir? Me, Sir? 

Who Let the Dogs Out? 


Who Wants To Be A Superhero? 
Whoops I Missed the Bus 


Whoops I Missed Newsround 
Why 5 

Why Don't You? 

Wibbly Pig 

Wide-Eye 

Wiggly Park 

Wild 

Wild About Animals 


Wild and Weird 

The Wild House 

Wild Tales 

Wildbunch 

William's Wish Wellingtons 
Willo the Wisp 

Winsome Witch 
Wishbone 

Wishing 

W.1.T.C.H. 

The Wizard of Oz 

Wizards vs Aliens 

Wizbit 

Wolfblood 

Wolfblood Secrets 
Wolfblood Uncovered 

The Wombles 

Wonderful World of Weird 
The Woodentops 

Woody Woodpecker 


Woolly and Tig 
Words and Pictures 


World of Happy 

The World of Peter Rabbit and Friends 
Worst Day of My Life 

The Worst Witch 

Worst Year of My Life Again 

Worzel Gummidge Turns Detective 
Wowser 

The Wuzzles 


X[edit] 


X-periMENTAL 
Xchange 


Y[edit] 


Yo! Diary 

Yo Yogi! 

Yoho Ahoy 

Yoko! Jakamoko! Toto!(2009-2011) 
You and Me 

You Should Be So Lucky 

Young Dracula 

The Young Indiana Jones Chronicles 
Yvon of the Yukon 


Z{edit] 


e Zig and Zag 


e Zigby 
e Zingalong 


e ZingZillas 
e ZingZillas Zingbop 


e Zokko! 

e Zombie Hotel 
e The Zoo 

e Zoom 
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EIESBBC portal 


e CBBC at BBC Online 
e CBBC's official YouTube channel 


Public service broadcasting in the United 
Kingdom 
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In the United Kingdom, the term "public service broadcasting" refers to broadcasting 
intended for public benefit rather than to serve purely commercial interests. The 
communications regulator Ofcom requires that certain television and radio broadcasters 
fulfil certain requirements as part of their license to broadcast. All of the BBC's 
television and radio stations have a public service remit, including those that broadcast 
digitally. 


History[edit] 


The BBC, whose broadcasting in the UK is funded by a licence fee and does not sell 
advertising time, is most notable for being the first public service broadcaster in the UK. 
Its first director general, Lord Reith introduced many of the concepts that would later 
define public service broadcasting in the UK when he adopted the mission to "inform, 
educate and entertain". 


With the launch of the first commercial broadcaster ITV in 1955, the government 
required that the local franchises fulfilled a similar obligation, mandating a certain level 
of local news coverage, arts and religious programming, in return for the right to 
broadcast. 


The next commercial television broadcasters in the UK, the state-owned Channel 

4 and S4C, were set up by the government in 1981 to provide different forms of public 
broadcasting. Channel 4 was required to be a public service alternative to the BBC and 
to cater for minorities and arts. S4C was to be a mainly Welsh language programmer. 
Neither was required to be commercially successful as Channel 4 was subsidised by 
the ITV network and S4C received a grant from the central government. 

However, Channel 4 was later restructured under the Broadcasting Act 1990 to be a 
state owned corporation that is self-financing and from 2013 the BBC took over funding 
for S4C. 


When the final analogue terrestrial broadcaster, Channel 5, was launched in 1997 it too 
was given a number of public service requirements. These included the obligation to 
provide minimum amounts of programming from various genres, minimum amounts of 
programming originally commissioned by the channel and of European origin, and 
maximum limits on the number of repeats. 


Future viability[edit] 


The advent of digital age has brought about many questions about the future of public 
service broadcasting in the UK. The BBC has been criticised by some for being 
expansionist and exceeding its public service remit by providing content that could be 
provided by commercial broadcasters. They argue that the BBC can distort the market, 
making it difficult for commercial providers to operate. A notable example of this is the 
Internet services provided by the BBC.™ 


However, those who defend the BBC suggest that the BBC needs to provide new 
services and entertainment, to remain relevant in the digital age .2 


ITV has been attempting to significantly reduce its obligations to produce and broadcast 
unprofitable public service programming, citing the increased competition from digital 
and multichannel television. Similarly, Channel 4 has projected a £100m funding gap if 
it is to continue with public service broadcasting after digital switch-over. As of 

2005, Ofcom had been consulting on what direction public service broadcasting should 
take in the future. 


See also[edit] 


e BBC 

e Channel 4 

e ITV (TV channel) 

e Television licensing in the United Kingdom 
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Further reading[edit] 


e From Public Service Broadcasting to Public Service Communications, ed. Damian 
Tambini and Jamie Cowling (London: Institute for Public Policy Research; 
2004). ISBN 1860302297. Essays on the future of British public service broadcasting 
in digital media. 


External links[edit] 


e British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) - Official site 

e The BBC and the future of Public Service Broadcasting (archived from the original on 
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e Channel 4 Television - Official site 
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BIBIC 


Design + Engineering 


BBC Design + Engineering branding (2018 onwards) 


BBC Design & Engineering (styled as BBC Design + Engineering") is an 
operational business division of the BBC, which combines the BBC Digital, BBC 
Engineering and BBC Worldwide Technology divisions. It is responsible for all of the 
BBC's digital media services including BBC Online, BBC Red Button and BBC iPlayer, 


BBC mobile apps, internal technology services, technology procurement and BBC 
Research & Development. It is headed by the Chief Technology and Product 
Officer; Matthew Postgate.2! 


History[edit] 


BBC Online (1994)[edit] 
Main article: BBC Online 


The BBC has had an online presence supporting its TV and radio programmes and web- 
only initiatives since 1994 but did not launch officially until December 1997, following 
government approval to fund it by TV licence revenue as a service in its own right.“ 


It is a large network of websites including such high-profile sites as: BBC 

News and Sport, the on-demand video and radio services co-branded BBC iPlayer, the 
pre-school site CBeebies, and learning services such as Bitesize. Throughout its short 
history, the online plans of the BBC have been subject to harassment from its 
commercial rivals. This resulted in various public consultations and government reviews 
to investigate their claims that its large presence and public funding distorts the UK 
market. 


BBC Red Button launched in September 1999 as a branding for digital interactive 
television services provided by the BBC, and broadcast in the United Kingdom. The 
services replaced Ceefax, the BBC's analogue teletext service, and is only available via 
digital television receivers. The service can be accessed via Digital terrestrial 
television(DTT) (DVB-T), satellite television (DVB-S) and cable television(DVB-C). The 
"Red Button" branding is no longer used within the BBC own website. 


BBC Technology Ltd sell off (2004) (edit) 


In 2004, BBC Technology Ltd, a commercial subsidiary of the BBC who provided 
technology and broadcast support and services was sold to Siemens IT Solutions and 
Services (SIS) under a 10-year Technology Framework Contract (TFC) worth almost 
£2bn.' Siemens was purchased by Atos Information Technology Incorporated in 2011 
who continue to hold the contract. BBC Future Media & Technology continued as an 
internal division for managing this contract and other technology projects. 


BBC iPlayer (2007) [edit] 


BBC iPlayer was launched in 2007. This provides internet television and radio service 
and software application, developed by the BBC to extend its former RealPlayer-based 
and other streamed video clip content to include whole TV shows. 


DMI (2008-2013) [edit] 


The Digital Media Initiative (DMI) was broadcast engineering project launched by the 
BBC Technology division in 2008. It aimed to modernise the Corporation's production 
and archiving methods by using connected digital production and media asset 
management systems. After a protracted development process lasting five years with a 
spend of £98 million between 2010 and 2012, the project was abandoned in May 2013. 


BBC Future Media (2011) (edit) 


The original Future Media & Technology division was divided as a part of a corporate 
restructure within the BBC in 2011. The idea for the division was conceived in 2011 to 
connect all areas of the BBC's digital viewing platforms. 


The concept was to create a more streamlined business function that can respond more 
quickly to future developments in the industry. According to the Guardian Newspaper 
"The BBC's online presence now is like TV was in 1963. They still do not know what they 
are doing. It's about combining an understanding of technology, editorial and the BBC - 
and there's still not enough people in the business that understand all three."22 Some 
staff were moved from London and other locations to the 

new MediaCityUK development in Salford.“ 


From 1 April 2015 BBC Future Media was renamed BBC Digital, while BBC Technology 
was renamed as BBC Engineering.“ 


BBC Design & Engineering (2016) [edit] 


BBC Design & Engineering was created in 2016 when Matthew Postgate was appointed 
as Chief Technology Office for a new division that brings together BBC Digital, 
Engineering and BBC Worldwide technology teams, thus re-amalgamating departments 
separated by previous internal restructures. 22) 


Subsidiary Departments[edit] 


e BBC Research & Development 


See also[edit] 


HIE BBC portal 


e BBC 

e BBC Research & Development 
e Internet television 

e Web television 

e Video on demand 
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BBC Sport 


Type Department of the BBC 


Industry Media 


Genre Sport 


Founded 1988 (branding) 
2000 (department) 


Headquart MediaCityUK, 
ers Salford, Greater Manchester 


United Kingdom 


Area Specific services for the United Kingdom 


served and rest of world 


Key Barbara Slater (Director) 
people 


Services Television broadcasts 
Radio broadcasts 


Online presence 
Owner BBC 


Website bbc.co.uk/sport 


BBC Sport is a department of the BBC North division providing national sports 
coverage for BBC Television, radio and online. The BBC holds the television and radio 
UK broadcasting rights to several sports, broadcasting the sport live or alongside 
flagship analysis programmes such as Match of the Day, Test Match Special, Ski 
Sunday, Today at Wimbledon and previously Grandstand. Results, analysis and 
coverage is also added to the BBC Sport Website!" and through the BBC Red 

Button interactive television service. 


History[edit] 


The BBC has broadcast sport for several decades under individual programme names 
and coverage titles. Grandstand was one of the more notable Sport programmes, 
broadcasting sport since the programmes launch in 1958. The BBC first began to brand 
sport coverage as 'BBC Sport' in 1988 for the 1988 Summer Olympics in Seoul, by 
introducing the programme with a short animation of a globe circumnavigated by four 
coloured rings. This practice continued throughout the next two decades. Upon the 
launch of the BBC News website in 1997, sport was included in the BBC's online 
presence for the first time. 


In May 2007, the BBC Trust approved plans for several BBC departments, including BBC 
Sport, to be moved to a new development in Salford.2! The new development 

at MediaCityUK marks a major decentralisation of BBC departments from London and a 
key investment in the north of England where BBC spending in the region had 
previously been low. The department moved into Quay House, MediaCityUK gradually in 
late 2011 and early 2012 with the first Sports bulletins being broadcast from the new 
BBC Sport Centre on 5 March 2012." 


In 2017, BBC Sport launched a new on-air identity, becoming the first BBC property to 
implement the broadcaster's new corporate typeface.“ 


Summary of programming[edit] 
Football edit] 


The BBC shares the rights to the FIFA World Cup with ITV. A near equal split of group 
stage and knockout stage games are shown, including a semi-final and the final is 
shown on both networks. The BBC will broadcast all its matches from the 2018 World 
Cup in 4K UHD and VR to a limited number of viewers subject to bandwidth. 


The BBC shows highlights of the Premier League on Match of the Day which has been 
hosted by Gary Lineker since 1999. Match of the Day 2 and Match of the Day 2 Extra, 
are presented by Mark Chapman. Dan Walker hosts Football Focus every Saturday 
lunchtime before Jason Mohammad presents Final Score every Saturday afternoon. 
Pundits for Match of the Day include Alan Shearer, Danny Murphy, Jermaine 

Jenas, Martin Keown and lan Wright while commentators include Guy Mowbray, Steve 
Wilson, Jonathan Pearce, Steve Bower, Simon Brotherton, Alistair Mann, Martin Fisher, 
Mark Scott and John Roder. The BBC also broadcasts live coverage of the FA Cup and 
will do so until 2021.8 


Cricket([edit] 


On 30 June 2017 it was announced that live cricket would be returning to the BBC for 
the first time in 21 years. The BBC will regain rights to highlights of all England's home 
Tests, ODIs and T20ls. They will also have live broadcasts of two home T20 matches, 
plus 10 matches from The Hundred from its inaugural season. Coverage also 

includes England Women for whom they will broadcast one home T20 and 8 matches 
from The Hundred. 


Tennis/(edit] 


BBC Sport currently holds the rights to broadcast the Wimbledon Tennis 
Championships and the Queen's Club Championships live on its television platforms. 
The Wimbledon contract has been held by the BBC since 1927 and the current contract 
lasts until 2024 making it the longest such contract in the world. The BBC produce over 
900 hours of footage that is distributed to broadcasters in 159 different countries.™ BBC 
Wimbledon coverage is presented by former British number one and 1976 French Open 
Champion Sue Barker. Matches are broadcast live on BBC One, BBC Two, the Red 
Button, or Online via the BBC Sport website. Highlights are also shown on the long- 
running Today at Wimbledon, presented by Clare Balding, who replaced John 

Inverdale in 2015. The same year, the programme was renamed "Wimbledon 2day", 
with a new lighthearted magazine format, but after only one year, the format has been 
abandoned for 2016.22 


Following on the trial which commenced with 2018 World Cup the BBC will broadcast 
all Centre Court matches from the 2018 Wimbledon Championships in 4K UHD via 
iPlayer. 


Commentators include Barry Davies, John McEnroe, Boris Becker, John Lloyd, Andy 
Roddick, Martina Navratilova, David Mercer, Nick Mullins, Jonathan Overend, Anne 
Keothavong, Virginia Wade, Sam Smith, Tracy Austin, Tim Henman, Andrew 

Castle, Lindsay Davenport, Pat Cash, John Inverdale, Chris Bradnam, Jamie Baker, Dan_ 
Lobb, Guy McCrea, Mark Petchey, Simon Reed, Matt Chilton, Peter Fleming, Elizabeth 
Smylie, Jo Durie, Louise Pleming, Andrew Cotter, Ronald McIntosh and Alison Mitchell. 
Regular tournament weather updates are provided by Carol Kirkwood. 


The BBC also broadcasts two traditional Grass warm up events in the fortnight before 
the Wimbledon Championships. First is the AEGON Championships from Queen's Club, 
which takes place two weeks before Wimbledon. The BBC has covered the tournament 
since 1979 and has a contract in place until 2024.2" Coverage is led by Sue Barker with 
commentary by Andrew Castle, Andrew Cotter, John Lloyd & Peter Fleming. The 
following week is the WTA AEGON International event from Eastbourne. In 2015, 
coverage was introduced by John Inverdale and Lee McKenzie with commentary from 
Andrew Cotter, Sam Smith, Chris Bradnam & Annabel Croft. Both events are primarily 
shown on BBC Two. 


The BBC holds rights to show daily TV highlights from the Australian Open. Coverage is 
presented by Sue Barker with commentary from Andrew Castle and John Lloyd. 


The BBC has exclusive free to air TV rights for 8 singles matches from the ATP World 
Tour Finals which includes the semi final and the final. The BBC covered the event 
originally between 2009 and 2011, followed by an extension for 2012 and 2013. This 
was extended again in 2013 through to 2015. It was extended again in 2016 for another 
2 years before another deal was announced in 2017 and will run until 2020, 222241251 with 
Sky Sports, showing one afternoon match per day including one semi-final and the final 
which are usually shown on BBC Two. 


The BBC has a joint deal with Eurosport to show all of Britain's Davis Cup matches for 
three years to 2017, with coverage predominately broadcast on BBC Two and the Red 
Button. 


BBC Radio covers the four Grand Slam tournaments - the Australian Open, French 
Open, Wimbledon and US Open - on BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports 
Extra. Commentators are Russell Fuller, David Law and Gigi Salmon. At Wimbledon, the 
broadcasting team is bigger, with Eleanor Oldroyd and Tony Livesey presenting, and 
additional commentators, including Philip Studd, Jonathan Overend, Alastair Eykyn, lain 
Carter and Catherine Whitaker. In addition the BBC also has non-exclusive radio rights 
to all ATP World Tour Masters 1000 matches until 2020. 


Rugby union(edit] 


The BBC holds joint rights to the Six Nations championship in the UK with ITV Sport until 
2021. The BBC will show all France, Scotland and Wales home matches live either 

on BBC One or BBC Two."* Coverage of these games is complemented by an interactive 
service on BBC Red Button and Radio commentary on all matches. The BBC held the 
live rights to the Autumn Internationals for the Scottish and Welsh sides as well as 
highlights of the English team. 


John Inverdale leads the BBC's rugby coverage. Gabby Logan and Jason Mohammad also 
present some of the rugby coverage. Jeremy Guscott, Jonathan Davies, Andy 

Nicol, Martyn Williams and Chris Paterson are the main pundits. The BBC's main 
commentators are Eddie Butler and Andrew Cotter who commentate alongside Brian 
Moore and Phillip Matthews. Occasionally some of the pundits may fill in as co- 
commentator. 


Rugby league{edit] 


The BBC shows live coverage of the Challenge Cup including both semi-finals and the 
final, the Four Nations and the Rugby League World Cup.“4 Coverage is hosted by Mark 
Chapman and Tanya Arnold with commentary from Dave Woods, Jonathan 

Davies and Brian Noble. The BBC's Super League Show shows weekly highlights of 

the Super League, Magic Weekend, Super 8's and the Grand Final." 


Olympics(edit] 


The BBC One and BBC Three 2012 Summer Olympics studios at the Olympic Park 


The BBC holds the exclusive terrestrial rights to show Summer Olympic 

Games and Winter Olympic Games and has shown live coverage of every Summer 
Olympics since 1960. For the 2012 Olympics in London the BBC had three stations 
showing live coverage of the games. BBC One showed main coverage BBC Three with 
special extended coverage and BBC Two would broadcast coverage when BBC One was 
broadcasting news bulletins. 


The BBC's current rights deal lasts through the 2020 Summer Olympics. Beginning at 
the 2018 Winter Olympics, the BBC will enter into sub-licensing agreements 

with Discovery Communications, the pan-European rightsholder of the Olympics for 
2018 through 2024. Discovery will sub-license exclusive pay television rights to the 
Games from the BBC in 2018 and 2020, and will then, in turn, sub-license terrestrial 
rights to the Games to the BBC in 2022 and 2024. The deal is intended to maintain the 
BBC's tradition of Olympic broadcasting, although the BBC's coverage will be reduced as 
a result; the BBC and Discovery have had a historic relationship in regards to co- 
production of factual and nature programming.“ 


Commonwealth GamesS(edit] 


The BBC showed the 2014 Commonwealth Games with more coverage than ever before. 
Coverage was similar to their coverage of the 2012 London Olympics. Live coverage 
was shown from 9.00 am to 10.30 pm on BBC One with coverage switching to BBC Two 
during news bulletins (1.00 pm to 1.45 pm, 6.00 pm to 7.00 pm and 10.00 pm to 

10.30 pm). BBC Three broadcast alternative coverage from 9.00 am to 10.00 pm.. 


Athletics([edit] 


The BBC covers events such as the Commonwealth Games, the European Athletics 
Championships, domestic British athletics and mass-participation events such as 

the London Marathon and the Great North Run. The BBC have the rights to show 
coverage of each Diamond League meeting on the red button, with the two British 
rounds and final two meetings live on BBC Two and selected meetings on BBC Three. In 
July 2013, The BBC announced that they had extended their deal to 

broadcast British athletic events such as the British Championships/World or European 
Championship Trials and the upcoming Anniversary Games through to 2020.2 The BBC 
lost the rights to the 2011 and 2013 World Championships to Channel 4. However, in 
November 2011 it was announced that the BBC has obtained the TV, radio and online 
rights to the 2015 and 2017 IAAF World Athletics events,” It was also announced 
Channel 4 decided to hand the rights to the 2013 Championships to the BBC. This was 
down to Channel 4 saying they wanted to focus on Paralympic Sports. The BBC athletics 


team consists of Gabby Logan, Ore Oduba, Colin Jackson, Steve Cram, Denise 
Lewis, Toni Minichiello, Andrew Cotter, Michael Johnson, Paula Radcliffe and Steve 
Backley. 


Jessica Ennis-Hill provided commentary and analysis across track and field events at the 
2017 IAAF World Championships alongside the regular presenting team. 


Golfjedit] 


The BBC holds joint rights to live coverage of one of the four men's major golf 
championships, the US Masters, covering Saturday and Sunday's play live and 
broadcasting highlights of Thursday and Friday's play. Sky Sports shows all four days of 
The Masters live. For 2017 they also shown all four days of the PGA Championship live. 
eu Until 2015, the BBC's coverage of The Open Championships was extensive with 
coverage broadcast live and uninterrupted on BBC Two between 9 am and 8 pm on 
Thursday and Friday and on BBC One on Saturday and Sunday. Since 2016, Sky_ 

Sports has exclusive UK rights to The Open with the BBC showing a 2-hour highlights 
programme every night instead of live coverage.24 The BBC also shows highlights of two 
other European Tour events held in Britain - the BMW PGA Championship and 

the Scottish Open. It also covers the Women's British Open. Eilidh Barbour is the lead 
presenter with commentary from Peter Alliss, Ken Brown, Andrew Cotter, Paul 

Azinger, Maureen Madill and Wayne Grady. Rishi Persad is the reporter. 


Snooker edit] 


The 1960s BBC Two programme Pot Black was arguably the reason for the sport's great 
popularity over the last 40 years. Snooker produced the largest ever audience for BBC 
Two with the 1985 World Snooker Championship final between Steve Davis and Dennis 
Taylor pulling in 18.5 million viewers just after midnight and the sport always pulls in 
large viewing figures for the BBC. The BBC currently shows the World Snooker 
Championships, the Masters and the UK Championship on BBC Two. The BBC also 
broadcasts the Welsh Open and this is shown on the BBC Red Button and on BBC Two 
Wales. 


The coverage is regularly hosted by Hazel Irvine or Jason Mohammad and the pundits 
are often Steve Davis and John Parrott. The commentary team mainly consists of former 
champions of the sport, such as Ken Doherty, Dennis Taylor, John Virgo and Stephen 
Hendry. Other commentators are used for longer tournaments such as Willie 

Thorne and Terry Griffiths. During the World Championships, guest commentators have 
featured, such as Peter Ebdon and George Riley, though Riley has only appeared as a 
commentator on an occasional basis (usually the lack of other commentators). 


Darts([edit] 


In February 2016, it was announced that the BBC would cover the 

inaugural PDC Champions League of Darts. As a consequence the BBC would no longer 
show the BDO World Darts Championships, a tournament that the BBC had shown since 
its inception in 1978.23 


Darts presenters on the BBC have included David Vine in 1978, Peter Purves from 1979 
to 1984, Tony Gubba from 1985 to 1990, Eamonn Holmes from 1991 to 1993, Dougie 
Donnelly from 1994 to 1998, John Inverdale from 1999 to 2000, Ray Stubbs from 2001 
to 2009, Colin Murray & Rob Walker from 2010 to 2016 and Jason Mohammad from 
2016 to present. Bobby George has presented as well from 2000 to 2016. The current 
commentators are Vassos Alexander (2011-present), Dan Dawson (2016-present), Alan 


Warriner-Little (2016-present), Paul Nicholson (2016-present) and Mark Webster (2016- 
present). Former commentators are Sid Waddell 1978-1994, David Croft 2003- 

2012, John Part 1995-2007, Tony Green 1978-2010 and 2012-2016, Jim_ 

Proudfoot 2013-2016, Scott Mitchell 2014-2016 and John Rawling 2014-2016. 


American football [edit] 


On 9 September 2015, the BBC announced that the NFL would return to its screens in 
an initial 2-year deal that includes the rights to show the NFL London Games live with at 
least one match being exclusively live. The BBC also show weekly highlights and 
magazine shows, which started in November 2015. The deal included live television, 
radio and online rights to screen the Super Bowl alongside Sky Sports.) The London 
Games were presented by Nat Coombs, Mike Carlson and Osi Umenyiora with Ore 
Oduba as sideline reporter. The new BBC highlights show is presented by Mark 
Chapman alongside Osi Umenyiora and Jason Bell. Both the live coverage and highlights 
use coverage and commentators from American TV. 


The BBC previously held the rights to live coverage, highlights (primarily broadcast on 
its web site) and live radio coverage of the NFL from 2007 to 2013 .25 Jake 

Humphrey presented their play-off highlights show for the first 2 years with Matt 
Roberts taking over duties in 2010. The studio pundits included Mike Carlson, Rod_ 
Woodson and Jerry Rice. Since 2012 the BBC aired live weekly radio coverage of the NFL 
on BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra and air the Super Bowl on BBC TV and BBC Radio 5 
Live in 2012 but Jake Humphrey stepped down and was replaced by Mark Chapman. For 
the 2012-13 season, the BBC broadcast Monday Night Football on the iPlayer and 

via BBC HD (commencing with the Giants at Redskins game on 4 December 2012; prior 
to this the broadcast was only available through the Red Button or online). Channel 4 
then took over as the terrestrial home of NFL on British TV showing a Sunday Night 
game, the two London games and their first Super Bowl in 16 years in 2014 after last 
covering the Super Bowl in 1998. Absolute Radio took over the BBC Radio rights. 


Motorsport(/edit] 


Formula E[edit] 


BBC have had live coverage of all Formula E races since the beginning of the 2018-19 
Formula E season. 


Other sports/edit] 


As well as all of this, the BBC broadcasts winter sports, including the Alpine Skiing World 
Cup, under its Ski Sunday banner; and briefly covers sports such as road and track 
cycling, sailing, badminton, table tennis, squash, equestrianism, gymnastics and other 
minority sports. Presenters for these sports include Jill Douglas and Phil Jones who often 
report for other areas of BBC Sport. 


BBC Sport regained coverage of the Boat Race from ITV Sport who pulled out of 
coverage after the 2009 event. A five-year contract was signed by BBC Sport to cover 
the event from 2010 after last covering the 2004 race. Clare Balding hosts this and 
commentary came from Andrew Cotter from 2010 to 2011, 2013-present and from 
Jonathan Legard in 2012. The race is also broadcast on BBC World News. Former 
presenters for this were Harry Carpenter who also commentated and Steve Rider while 
Barry Davies also commentated on this from the 1990s to 2004. 


BBC Sport also holds the rights to the Invictus Games which is presented by Clare 
Balding, Ade Adepitan, Johnathan Edwards. 


The BBC also has rights to highlights of Equestrianism from Badminton Horse 

Trials and Burghley Horse Trials. The coverage is hosted by Clare Balding and if she is 
unavailable Rishi Persad hosts with commentary by Mike Tucker. The BBC also shows 
the World Indoor Bowls Championships. Currently this is presented by Richi Persad with 
commentary by David Corkill and analysis from current players such as Greg 

Harlow and Andy Thompson. Former bowls presenters include David Icke and Dougie 
Donnelly. 


Worldwide rights(edit] 


e North West 200: Live of practice, qualifying, races on BBC Sport Online 

e The Boat Race's: Live on BBC World News 

e IPC Athletics World Championships Live audio commentary on BBC World Service 
e Premier League: commentary on approximately 50 Premier League matches 

e FA Cup: selected matches live on BBC World Service per season 


Radio sports rights/edit] 


BBC Sport had monopolised the sports commentary market on British radio since the 
BBC's conception but since 2000, has lost coverage of some sporting events to 
competitors including TalkSPORT. The majority of BBC Sport's radio coverage is 
broadcast on BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra however coverage is 
also broadcast on BBC Radio 4's longwave frequencies, BBC Local Radio and the BBC 
World Service. Highlights are also reported on the BBC Radio 1 and BBC Radio 2 news 
bulletins. Although cricket is not covered on television, the sport is fully covered by the 
BBC on its radio platforms, primarily BBC Radio 5 Live, 5 Live Sports Extra but also on 
Local Radio and BBC Radio 4 Longwave. This commentary is repeated and expanded on 
the BBC Sports website and on the BBC Red Button, overlaid with live scorecards. While 
television coverage of the London 2012 Paralympic Games was held by Channel 4,2% the 
BBC retained the radio rights to the event and plans to broadcast events on radio 
stations BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra.24 


Previous coverage|[edit] 
Horse racing[edit] 


Horse racing coverage on the BBC had declined in recent years and finished altogether 
at the end of 2012 when Channel 4 won the rights to the Grand National, Royal Ascot 
and the Epsom Derby.2! The BBC had lost many tracks over the years such as 

the Cheltenham Festival and other Cheltenham meetings went to Channel 4 in 1995, 
meetings from Newbury moved to Channel 4 in 2002 and after 50 years Glorious 
Goodwood and other Goodwood meetings were lost to Channel 4 in 2007. Also, in 2007 
the Irish Derby, which had been included in Grandstand and later Sunday 
Grandstand for decades, was only shown on At the Races. 


The Grand National used to be one of the biggest attractions on Grandstand with 
audiences around or often in excess of 10 million for the race on a Saturday afternoon. 
Coverage of other events such as Royal Ascot and The Derby were also broadcast. The 
Derby was won back after many years in 2001, when the BBC also gained rights to The 
Oaks, which had only ever previously been shown by ITV and Channel 4 (until 2001, the 
commercial broadcasters had always held the Epsom contract, but from 1960 to 1974, 
in 1977 and in 1979 the BBC had shown the Derby simultaneously with ITV, because it 
was a protected event which could not be exclusive to either channel). 


The most famous BBC TV racing broadcaster was Peter O'Sullevan, who became one of 
the first ever TV sports commentators in the immediate post-war years and stayed with 
the BBC until 1997. Julian Wilson had presented the BBC's horse racing coverage from 
1966-1997. Clare Balding took over presenting duties following Wilson's retirement. 


Cricket[edit] 


Prior to 1999 the BBC had shown live cricket coverage for many decades. Coverage had 
been fronted by Peter West and later by Tony Lewis. Richie Benaud was a commentator 
for the BBC for more than 30 years. In 1999 the BBC lost coverage of England home 
matches to Channel 4. One of BBC Sport's major criticisms is that it no longer shows any 
live cricket games. The BBC was also criticised for subsequently not bidding for the 
rights to show home Test matches. Due to this the popularity of cricket in UK (primarily 
England) has fallen sharply since cricket left terrestrial television in 2005 since being 
broadcast on Sky Sports. 


The BBC broadcast highlights of the 2007 ICC Cricket World Cup, 2009 ICC World 
Twenty20 and the 2011 ICC Cricket World Cup. These were hosted by Sonali Shah, Rishi 
Persad and Manish Bhasin. They also had highlights of the 2006-07 Ashes Series with 
Manish Bhasin. The BBC take the world feed for these tournaments which all 
broadcasters take including Sky Sports and this comprises commentators from 
broadcasters all over the world, examples of which are Nasser Hussain, Michael 
Atherton and David Lloyd from Sky Sports as well as Mark Nicholas and Michael 
Vaughan from Channel 5 / Channel 9. 


Motorsport([edit] 


The BBC covered the World Rally Championship until 2001, when Channel 4 bought the 
rights. WRC is now shown on ITV4. The BBC gave up the rights to the British Touring Car 
Championship at the end of 2001, with the rights eventually being picked up by ITV. 


Formula One| edit] 


The BBC covered Formula One from 1978 until 1996 and from 2009 to 2015. The BBC 
provided live coverage of all races from 1995 to 1996 and again from 2009 to 2011, but 
from 2012 to 2015 the BBC showed 10 races live each season and highlights of all the 
races including the ones shown live. The BBC always showed the British Grand Prix and 
the final race live. Coverage was presented by Jake Humphrey from 2009 to 2012 

and Suzi Perry from 2013 to 2015, with David Coulthard, Eddie Jordan and Allan 

McNish providing analysis during the races. Lee McKenzie and Tom Clarkson acted as 
pitlane reporters. The main commentators were Jonathan Legard in 2009 and 

2010, Martin Brundle in 2011 and Ben Edwards from 2012 to 2015. Brundle acted as co- 
commentator in 2009 and 2010 and David Coulthard from 2011 to 2015. James Allen, 
Allan McNish and Jack Nicholls provide radio coverage with Jennie Gow as pit reporter 
though they also appeared on BBC TV. McKenzie presented /nside F1 for BBC 

News. Murray Walker continues to contribute to coverage across the BBC as he has 
done for over sixty years and triple world champion and Mercedes driver Lewis 
Hamilton has a blog on BBC's website. 


Motorcycling| edit] 


BBC Sport had coverage of the British and World Superbikes for a few years—often 
showing the World Championship version live. It lost the BSB rights to Premium TV at 
the end of 2001. Premium TV did not have a channel of its own, so sub-leased the rights 
first to the ITV Sport Channel, then British Eurosport. After acquiring the rights to the 
MotoGP World Championship in 2003 coverage of the World Superbikes was dropped. 


In 2003 the BBC won the rights to the MotoGP World Championship. After a successful 
first season fronted by Suzi Perry, coverage was expanded with more live races and the 
contract was extended to the end of the 2013 season. The BBC showed 

all MotoGP races, with all qualifying sessions live via the BBC Red Button. From the 
2009 season, more coverage became available on qualifying and race days again 
through the use of the Red Button service.” Jennie Gow replaced Perry for 2010,2% but 
from 2011 former pitlane reporter Matt Roberts became host, alongside the original and 
unchanged commentary team of Charlie Cox and Steve Parrish.&" Azi Farni replaced 
Roberts as pitlane reporter. From 2013 Qualifying moved from BBC Red Button to BBC 
Two. In May 2013 it was announced that the rights to MotoGP coverage had been 
awarded to BT Sport, in a five-year deal starting in 2014.22: None of the BBC Team were 
recruited by BT Sport for the 2014 season. 


However BBC Sport still gives comprehensive coverage of the Irish Road Racing 
Championship, the International North West 200 and the Ulster Grand Prix together with 
other Road Racing meetings within Ireland together with the Southern 100 Motorcycle 
Races on the Isle of Man. These programmes are produced by BBC Northern Ireland.22 


Paralympic Games(edit] 


The BBC had shown full coverage of the Paralympics since the 1980s with the amount of 
coverage increasing in the 2000s to include some live coverage of the 2008 Paralympic 
Games. The BBC lost the TV rights to the 2012 Paralympic Games to Channel 4 after 
they made a £10 million bid - the deal was later extended until the 2016 Games then 
2020. 


Darts([edit] 


The BBC covered the BDO World Championships from its inception in 1978 until 2016. In 
February 2016, it was announced that the BBC would cover the inaugural Professional 
Darts Corporation-sanctioned Champions League of Darts and as a consequence, its 38- 
year association with the British Darts Organisation came to an end. The BBC also 
covered the BDO Winmau World Masters from 2001 to 2010 but this coverage was lost 
to ESPN. 


BBC Team|[edit] 
Main article: BBC Sport Team 


The BBC has developed a large team to cover its range of sports. The BBC Sport 
Team page details a list of the current and former presenters, commentators, reporters 
and analysts. 


List of Sporting rights held[edit] 
Main article: Sports broadcasting contracts in the United Kingdom 


* Where live rights are jointly held, commercial broadcast partner is listed: 
Football [edit] 


Television[ edit] 


Broadcasting Contracts for Football (Television) hide 


Event 


FIFA World Cup 


Broadcaster 


BBC Sport and ITV 


Finals 


European 
Championship 
Finals 


Premier League 


Sporte” 


BBC Sport and ITV_ 
Sport 


Sky Sports, BT 
Sport and BBC 


FA Community 
Shield 


Scottish 
Professional 


Sport (highlights) 


BT Sport and BBC 
Sport 


BBC Sport, BT 
Sport and S4C 


Sky Sports, BT. 


Football 
League 


Sport, BBC 
Scotland and BBC 
Alba 


Broadcast Details 


All 2018 and 2022 matches live on either BBC 
Sport or ITV Sport 


All Euro 2016 and Euro 2020 matches live either 
on BBC Sport and ITV Sport 


2016-19: Sky Sports (126 live games (packages 
A, C, D, E and G)) and BT Sport (42 live games) 
(packages B and F/)2538321 ; BBC Sport (highlights) 


Bap 


Live on BT Sport, highlights on BBC Sport 


BBC Sport (16 live matches from Round 1 to 
Final including Replays featuring one exclusive 
semi-final and shared final per season and 
highlights on Match of the Day) and BT Sport (25 
live matches including one semi-final and shared 
final per season) until 2025; up to one additional 
match per round involving Welsh clubs 

on S4C or BBC Wales 


Sky Sports and BT Sport 70 live matches 
between both broadcasters per season to 2017, 
891 highlights on BBC Scotland until 2016. BBC 
Alba 3 live Premiership matches, 35 delayed 
matches on Saturday evenings and 16 live lower 
division matches until 2015. Live Friday night 
matches on new BBC Scotland channel. 


Broadcasting Contracts for Football (Television) hide 


Event 


Scottish 
Challenge Cup 


Scottish Junior 
Cup 


Broadcaster 


BBC Alba 


BBC Alba 


NIFL BBC Northern 

Premiership Ireland (highlights) 

Irish Cup Final | BBC Northern 
Ireland 

Northern 

Ireland Football | BBC Northern 

League Cup Ireland 

Final 

bocea BBC Northern 

Ireland Milk ee Cael or as aa 

aie ear an eee Ireland 

Cup 

Manen BBC Northern 

Ireland Fend 

National Team ~~~ 

Wales National | BBC Wales 


Team 


Broadcast Details 


Live on BBC Alba 


Final live 


10 Live Friday night matches on BBC Two NI, 

highlights on Final Score from NI on Saturday 
Afternoon & Irish League Show on BBC iplayer 
from Monday Nights 


Live coverage of 1 Quarter Final, 1 Semi Final 
and Final live on BBC Two NI, highlights on Final 
Score from NI on Saturday Afternoon & Irish 
League Show on BBC iplayer from Monday Nights 


Live on Sky Sports Football, Highlights on Irish 
League Show on BBC iplayer 


16 Live matches throughout the week on BBC 
Sport NI Website including with Live coverage of 
finals Night on BBC NI 


Highlights of all Qualifiers & Nation League 
games on BBC NI 


Highlights of all Qualifiers & Nation League 
games on BBC Wales, Selected Friendly games 


Broadcasting Contracts for Football (Television) hide 


Event Broadcaster Broadcast Details 
Live 
Scotland Highlights of all games on BBC Scotland, 
National Team a Selected Friendly games Live 
FA Women's BBC Sport Selected live matches on BBC TV & BBC Red 
Cup p Button with Final live on BBC One 


FA Women's BT Sport and BBC Live matches on BT Sport and BBC Red Button 


Super League Sport with weekly highlights on BBC 
BIER Womens ICES Po 
World Cu and British All games live on BBC 
wore sup Eurosport 
UEFA Women's BEC P Live Coverage across BBC One, BBC Two & BBC 
: 7 and British 
Championship Red Button 
Eurosport 


Radio[edit] 
This section does not cite any sources. Please help improve 
i this section by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced 
(S material may be challenged and removed. 
Find sources: "BBC 
Sport" - news «= newspapers " books « scholar + JSTOR (July 2014) (Learn 
how and when to remove this template message) 


Radio Station Events 


BBC Radio 5 128 live Premier League commentaries per season (shared with 


Live and BBC 
Radio 5 Live 
Sports Extra 


BBC World Service 


BBC Local Radio 


BBC Radio 
Scotland 


BBC Radio 
Wales and BBC 
Radio Cymru 


BBC Radio Ulster 


BBC Radio Foyle 


talksport); live commentaries from the FA Cup (shared with 
talksport), League Cup (shared with talksport), Scottish 
Premiership, UEFA Champions League (shared with talksport), 
International qualifiers and friendlies involving England, Scotland, 
Northern Ireland and Wales plus 16 live FA Women's Super League 
games and FA Women's Cup Final. 


5 Live commentary on Sportsworld on approximately 50 Premier 
League matches per season plus commentary on selected FA Cup 
matches, League Cup Final and UEFA Champions League final 


Local commentaries on Premier League, Championship, FA Cup and 
League Cup matches 


Live commentary from all Scottish Premiership matches plus 
Scottish Cup, Scottish League Cup and Scotland international 
matches 


Commentary on all Swansea City, Cardiff City matches with reports 
or commentary on Newport County and Wrexham matches 


Live commentary and reports on Irish League, Irish Cup, Irish 
League Cup, County Antrim Shield and Northern Ireland 
International matches. 


Live commentary and reports on Irish League, Irish Cup, Irish 
League Cup, County Antrim Shield and Northern Ireland 
International matches and live commentary on Derry City matches. 


American football [edit] 


Television[ edit] 


e National Football League Live coverage of Super Bowl, Live coverage of NFL 
International Series at Wembley Stadium in London and weekly highlights from the 
NFL Season (Live & Highlights on BBC Sport, also on Sky Sports) 


Radio| edit] 


e AFC Championship game, NFC Championship game and Super Bowl: Live 
commentary on BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra and BBC Radio 5 Live 


Rugby Union(edit] 


Television[ edit] 


e RBS Six Nations: Live Coverage & Highlights on BBC Sport & ITV Sport and S4C until 
2021. Wales, Scotland and France Home matches Live on BBC and S4C, England, 
Ireland and Italy home matches Live on ITV 

e England Autumn internationals: Live on Sky Sports & highlights on BBC Sport until 
2019 

e Wales Autumn Internationals: Live on BBC Sport & S4C until 2018 

e Scotland Autumn internationals: Live on BBC Sport 

e The Varsity Match: Live on BBC Sport until 2019 & Live coverage on BBC Red Button 
with highlights of women's Varsity Match on BBC Sport 

e Melrose Sevens: Live on BBC Scotland 

e St Patrick's Day Schools Cup Final: Live on BBC Northern Ireland 


Radio| edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 


Commentary on Six Nations, Autumn Internationals, Gallagher 


Premiership and European Rugby Champions Cup matches 
Live commentary on 2015 Rugby World Cup 


e BBC Radio Wales and BBC Radio Cymru 


Commentary on all Wales international matches 
Live commentary on all Wales matches in 2015 Rugby World Cup 
Commentary on British and Irish Lions tests on BBC Radio Cymru 


e BBC Radio Ulster 


Commentary on all Ulster European Rugby Champions Cup matches and Ulster Pro 14 
matches. 

Live commentary on all Ireland Six Nations and Autumn International matches 

Live commentary on all Ireland matches in 2015 Rugby World Cup 


e BBC Radio Scotland 


Commentary on all Scotland Six Nations matches 
Live commentary on all Scotland matches in 2015 Rugby World Cup 


Cricket([edit] 
Radio| edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra and BBC Radio 4 Long Wave 


Test Match Special Live commentary on all England home Test, ODI and T20 matches 
until 2024 
Commentaries on England overseas tours and World Cup matches 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 
Reports every 15 minutes plus wicket flashes on England Test, ODI and T20 matches 


e BBC Local Radio 


Commentary on all County Championship matches on BBC Sport website. Selected 
matches on BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra. 


Tennis/edit] 


Television[ edit] 


e Wimbledon: Live coverage & Highlights on BBC Sport until 2024 across all platforms 
and highlights on British Eurosport“ 

e Australian Open: Live on British Eurosport and highlights on BBC Sport 

e Queen's Club Championships: Live on BBC Sport, also live on British Eurosport until 
201741 

e Eastbourne International: Live on BBC Sport; Also live on British Eurosport 

e ATP World Tour Finals: All matches live on Amazon Prime; Six round-robin matches, 
one semi-final and final live on BBC Sport 

e Davis Cup: Great Britain matches live on BBC Sport 


Radio| edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 


Commentary on Wimbledon, US Open, French Open, Australian Open, ATP World Tour 
Finals, Queens Club Championships plus Davis Cup and selected ATP World Tour 
Masters 1000 events including the BNP Paribas Open at Indian Wells. 


e BBC World Service 
Commentary on Wimbledon men's and women's singles finals 


Golf edit] 


Television[ edit] 


e The Open Championship: Live on Sky Sports with highlights on BBC Sport until 2021 

e US Masters: Live on Sky Sports until 2017; Round 1 and 2 highlights, Round 3 & 4 
live on BBC Sport in 2019 

e Ryder Cup: Live on Sky Sports with highlights on BBC Sport until 2018 

e BMW PGA Championship: Live on Sky Sports with highlights on BBC Sport until 2018 

e Scottish Open: Live on Sky Sports with highlights on BBC Sport until 2018 

e Wales Open: Live on Sky Sports; highlights on BBC Wales 

e Irish Open: Live on Sky Sports and RTE Sport; highlights on BBC NI when tournament 
played in Northern Ireland 

e Women's British Open: 2017-21: Live on Sky Sports; highlights on BBC Sport 


Radio| edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 


Commentary on The Open Championship, US Open, US Masters, PGA Championships 
and the Ryder Cup 


e BBC Radio Scotland 
Commentary on the Scottish Open on 810 MW 


e BBC Radio Ulster Commentary on the Irish Open when played in Northern Ireland 
Ice hockey [edit] 
Radio[edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 


National commentary on the National Hockey League, Elite Ice Hockey 
League, Champions Hockey League and the IIHF World Championships 


e BBC Local Radio, BBC Radio Cymru, BBC Radio Wales and BBC Radio Ulster 
Local commentary on the Elite Ice Hockey League 


Motor sport(/edit] 


Television[ edit] 


e North West 200: Live on BBC Northern Ireland, BBC Sport Online and BBC Red 
Button; highlights on BBC in rest of UK 

e Ulster Grand Prix: Highlights on BBC 

e Other Road Racing Motorcycling events: Highlights on BBC 


e Goodwood Festival of Speed: Live on BBC Sport Online 
Radiojedit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 
All Formula One races live, qualifying sessions and some practices on BBC Radio 5 Live 


Sports Extra 
Live commentary on British Moto GP 


e BBC Radio Ulster 
Live commentary of the North West 200 and Ulster Grand Prix 
Online(edit] 


e All Formula One races live, qualifying sessions and practices not on BBC Radio 5 


Live or BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra until 2021. 
e Live coverage of all Formula E races on BBC iPlayer. 


Boxing[edit] 
Radio| edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 


Commentary on major fights involving British boxers 
Multi-disciplines events/edit] 

Television[ edit] 

e Olympic Games: Live on BBC Sport and Eurosport until 2024! 
e Commonwealth Games: Live on BBC Sport until 2018 


e Youth Olympics: Highlights on BBC Red Button 
e Invictus Games: Live on BBC Sport 


Radiojfedit] 


e Olympic Games: Live on BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Live Olympics 
Extra (until 2020) 


e Paralympic Games: Live on BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 
Athletics/(edit] 


Television[ edit] 


e UK Athletics major events: Live on BBC Sport until 2020 

e London Marathon: Live until BBC Sport until 2018; Live on British Eurosport 

e Great North Run: Live until BBC Sport until 2018; 

e Great Edinburgh Cross Country: Live on BBC Sport until 2018; 

e Great Manchester Run: Live on BBC Sport until 2018; 

e Great Scottish Run: Live on BBC Sport ; 

e Great Manchester City Games: Live on BBC Sport ; 

e Great North City Games: Live on BBC Sport ; 

e IAAF World Championships in Athletics: Live on BBC Sport and British Eurosport until 
20172% 

e IAAF World Indoor Championships in Athletics: Live on BBC Sport and British 
Eurosport 

e IAAF World Cross Country Championships: Live on BBC Sport and British Eurosport! 

e IAAF Diamond League: 2 UK meetings live until 2020 with highlights of 12 
international meetings on BBC Sport until 2017 

e IAAF World Relays: highlights on BBC Red Button 

e European Athletics Championships: Live on BBC Sport and British Eurosport until 
2014 

e European Team Championships: Live on BBC Sport ; 

e European Athletics Indoor Championships: Live on BBC Sport and British Eurosport 

e European Cross Country Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

Radio| edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 


Reports and commentary from IAAF World Championships, European Athletics 
Championships, IAAF Diamond League and UK Athletics major events 
Commentary on London Marathon 


Rugby League@(edit] 


Television[edit] 


e Super League: Live on Sky Sports with highlights on BBC Sport 

e Challenge Cup: Highlights of fifth round matches involving Super League sides; Live 
coverage of two sixth round matches, two quarter-finals, two semi-finals and the 
final live on BBC Sport until 2020 (Shared with Sky Sports) 

e World Club Challenge: highlights on BBC Sport (Live on Sky Sports) 

e Rugby League World Cup: All matches live on BBC Sport in 2021 

e Four Nations Championship: All matches live on Premier Sports; All England matches 
and the final live on BBC Sport in 2014 and 2016 


Radio| edit] 


e Super League: Over 70 live commentaries on BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra; 
Commentaries on BBC Local Radio 


e Challenge Cup: Commentaries on BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra; also commentaries 
on BBC Local Radio 
Snooker edit] 


Television[ edit] 


e World Snooker Championships: Live on BBC Sport until 201945 

e UK Championship: Live on BBC Sport until 2019 

e Masters: Live on BBC Sport until 2019 

e The Welsh Open: Live on BBC Wales and BBC Red Button in 2016 and British 
Eurosport until 2016 


Radioj{edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 

Reports on World Snooker Championships, UK Championship and Masters events 
Horse racing[edit] 

Radio| edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 


Commentary on all major races with full coverage of Cheltenham Festival, The Grand 
National and The Derby until 2020 


e BBC World Service 
5 Live commentary on The Grand National 


Equestrianism (edit] 


Television[ edit] 


e Olympia Horse Show: Live on BBC Sport and British Eurosport 


e Global Champions Tour: Live coverage of London event on BBC Sport and British 


Eurosport 
e Badminton Horse Trials: Live on BBC Sport until 2016 


e Burghley Horse Trials: Live on BBC Sport until 2016 
e World Equestrian Games: Live on BBC Sport 
e European Show Jumping Championships: Live on BBC Sport 


Darts([edit] 


Television|[ edit] 


e Champions League of Darts: Live on BBC in 2016 
Rowing/edit] 


Television[edit] 


e World Rowing Championships: Live on BBC Sport and British Eurosport 

e European Rowing Championships: Live on BBC Red Button 

e Rowing World Cup: Live on BBC Red Button and British Eurosport 

e The Boat Race: Live on BBC Sport until 2021; Live on British Eurosport and BBC 
World News 


Radio| edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 
Commentary on The Boat Race 


Cycling([edit] 


Television[ edit] 


e UCI Road World Championships: Live on BBC Sport and British Eurosport 


e World Track Championships: Live on BBC Sport 
e UCI Track Cycling World Cup: Live on BBC Sport (UK event only) 


e UCI Women's Road World Cup: Highlights on BBC Red Button and British Eurosport 
Radio| edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 


Tour de France reports on Five Live; commentary on Sports Extra and BBC Sport 
website 
UCI Road World Championships and World Track Championships: Live on Sports Extra 


Swimming/[edit] 


Television[ edit] 


e World Championships: Live on BBC Sport and British Eurosport 
e European Championships: Live on BBC Red Button and British Eurosport 
Gymnastics(edit] 


Television[ edit] 


e European Gymnastics Championship: Live on BBC Sport 
e World Gymnastics Championship: Live on BBC Sport 
e Glasgow Grand Prix: Live on BBC Sport 


Field hockey(edit] 


Television[edit] 


e EuroHockey Championships: Live on BBC Red Button"*! 
Winter sports/edit] 


Television[edit] 


e Winter Olympics: Live on BBC Sport until 2022 

e Alpine Skiing World Cup: highlights of selected European races on BBC Sport with 
some live BBC Red Button coverage 

e Skeleton World Cup: Highlights of European races on BBC Red Button 

e Alpine Skiing World Championships: Live on British Eurosport and BBC Red Button 

e Bobsleigh World Championships: Live on BBC Red Button 

e Skeleton World Championships: Live on BBC Red Button 

e World Figure Skating Championships: Live on British Eurosport and BBC Red Button 


Sailing[edit] 


Television[edit] 


e America's Cup: highlights on BBC Red Button until 2017 
e Sailing World Championships: Live on BBC Red Button in 2014 


GAA edit] 


Television[edit] 


e BBC Northern Ireland: GAA live and deferred coverage of the Ulster Senior Football 
Championships which are also live on RTE Sport until 2017 


Radio| edit] 


e BBC Radio Ulster 


GAA live coverage of the Ulster Club and Ulster Senior Football Championships and 
games in the National League, qualifiers and All-Ireland Championship involving Ulster 
counties until 2017 


Shinty(edit] 


Television[edit] 


e Live coverage of Premier Division matches plus Camanachd Cup Final, Macaulay 
Cup Final and Scotland v Ireland shinty-hurling international on BBC Alba 
Bowls(edit] 


Television[edit] 


e World Indoor Bowls Championships: Live on BBC 
e Scottish International Indoor Open: Live on BBC Scotland 


BBC Sport Online[edit] 


BBC Sport website as it appeared in May 2012. 


BBC Sport operates a sub-site of BBC Online which supplements the television and radio 
services of the department. The website features scores and analysis from a variety of 
sports including those not broadcast by the BBC. The site also includes news stories 
related to teams or particular sports and live broadcast coverage of some sports. 


The website launched c. 2000 and was relaunched in 2003 to accommodate bigger 
screen sizes, with a sidebar to incorporate more sport and to parallel the 

relaunched BBC News website.“ The current look was implemented in February 2012, 
featuring the bold colour scheme of the logo, the new horizontal navigation bar across 
the whole of the site and design characteristics being implemented across the BBC 
website. The new look gave more prominence to live sports, programmes and events as 
well as news on the individual teams.“# In January 2013, the BBC Sport app was 
launched on the iOS app store. An Android version was launched in February that year. 
431 An app for Smart TV's was released in 2012: the app will be retired in 2020, with 
most video content moved to the iPlayer Smart TV app. 


Sports forum(edit] 


Until 2011, the BBC Sport website hosted an online sports forum entitled 606, named 
after the original start-time of the radio programme - six minutes past six. It covered a 
large variety of topics which included cricket, football, rugby (league and 

union), tennis, athletics, motorsport and many more. Sporting teams usually had their 
own individual pages where members could post and comment on any news or topics 
relating to that team. Users accessed through an account system and could comment 
and rate their opinions. The forum was moderated by the BBC and any posts deemed to 
have broken the 'house rules' was not posted. 


As part of the reduction in BBC Online's budget of 25%, all non-essential services that 

did not focus around core products were closed. As all posts had to be post moderated 
and as conversations were increasingly being done through social media websites that 
BBC Sport were a part of, the site was closed on 31 May 2011.5% 


Interactive services[edit] 


BBC Sports Personality of the Year trophy. 


BBC Sport also offers a service on the BBC Red Button interactive television service. The 
service offers a sports multi-screen service covering sports news stories in addition to 
five streams that can broadcast sport through the red button. This is often used for 
uninterrupted coverage and scores over a commentary, or for an alternative sport event 
unable to be covered on the main BBC TV or radio services.&= A key example is of the 
broadcasts of the Wimbledon Tennis Championships as matches on other courts may be 
displayed through the red button while a higher ranking match on a main court is taking 
place on the main TV service.= 


Awards([edit] 


See also: BBC Sports Personality of the Year, BBC Young Sports Personality of the Year, 
and BBC Sports Unsung Hero Award 


BBC Sport also award several awards in recognition of the sports community. The 
mainstay of this is the BBC Sports Personality of the Year award, created in 1954 and 
awarded in a high-profile ceremony in December of each year.=! There are several other 
awards given around the same time that focus on different areas of the sports industry, 
for example youth performers and coaches and trainers.“ 


The awards also include the BBC Nations and Regions, who often present awards at 
local ceremonies for similar reasons; the winners of these local awards are therefore 
frequently put forward for the national awards themselves allowing all areas of the 
country to be represented at the national awards. 


See also[edit] 
EIGSBBC portal 
e BBC News 


e Sports broadcasting contracts in the United Kingdom 
e Broadcasting of sports events 
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


BBC Sport is a department of the BBC providing national sports coverage for BBC 
Television, radio and online. Over the years it has built a broadcasting on air team of 
presenters, commentators, reporters and experts/analysts. This article details the 
current and former sports broadcasting teams appearing on the BBC Sport coverage by 
sport. Although BBC Sport was only branded BBC Sport from the start of the 1988 
Summer Olympics, the team also includes those who provided sports coverage on the 
BBC before the formation of the department. 
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Garth Crooks OBE”! 


Seema 

Jaswal (April 
2018s- 
present) 
Jonathan- 
Sutherland Sco 
tland 

David 

Currie Scotland 
Rob 

Maclean Scotla 
nd 

Stephen 
Watson Norther 
n Ireland 

Mark 
Siddebottom N 


Danny Mills”% 

Frank Lampard OBE!7!78) 
Phil Neville!7279! 

Alex Scott MBE'8!s9! 


urgen Klinsmann!?! 


| Didier Drogba"”®! 


Pablo Zabaleta” 
Matthew Upson! 


Ryan Mason'é! 
Paul Ince! 


Michael Stewart Scotland 


John Hughes Scotland 
Pat Nevin Scotland 

Terry Butcher Scotland 
Ronald De Boer Scotland 
Helen Ward Wales®4 
Danny Gabbidon Walese” 


orthern 
lreland=) 

Joel 

Taggart Northe 
rn Ireland% 
Michael 
McNamee Nort 
hern Ireland% 
Calum 
Macamhlaidh A 
Ibat 

Megan Nicgill- 
Fhaolain A/ba®™! 


Nathan Blake Wales! 
Chris Morgan Northern 
Ireland 


Wilsonas 
onathan 
Pearcen? 
Steve Bower”! 


Clemmit3! 
Ayo. 
Akinwolere®! 
Caroline De 
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Simon_ 
Brotherton) 
Vicki Sparks® 
Alistair 
Mann! 

Kevin 
Kilbane! 
Mark 
Lawrenson!®! 


Moraes! 
Rachel 
Stringer! 
Catrin 

Heledd Walese 
7 


Jonathan_ 
Sutherland Sc 
otland 

Liam 


Chris Wise 
Danny Murphy 
Jermaine 
Jenas® 

Martin 
Keown) 

Phil Neville’! 
Joel 

Taggart North 
ern Ireland 
Thomas 

Kane Northern 
Ireland 
Chins: 

Morgan North 
ern Ireland} 
Michael 
McNamee Nor 
thern Ireland 
Gavin_ 
Andrews Nort 
hern Ireland 
Liam 

McLeod Scotia 
nd 

Craig 
Paterson Scotl 
and 

Luke 

Shanley Scotl 
and 


McLeod Scotla 
nde 


Kenny 
Crawford Scotl 


McLauchlin Sc 
otland24 
Charlie 

Mann Scotland 


97 


n Ireland 


Football 
(Women 
Ks) 


Freestyl 
e Skiing 


Gaelic 


Gabby Logan 
Tina Daheley 
Eilidh Barbour 


Kelly Smith MBE 
Rachel Brown-Finnis 


Reshmin 


Chowdhury"! 
lan_ 


Hunt (Wales) 


Graham Bell 


Ed Leigh 
enny Jones 


Mark 


Football 


Sidebottom" 


Casey Stoney MBE 


Mark Sampson 
Alex Scott MBE"! 


enny Jones 
Ed Leigh 

Tim Warwood 
Graham Bell 


James Woods (February 
2018) 


Oisín McConville?! 
Martin McHugh! 
Martin Clarke" 


Simon_ 
Davies Wales® 
7] 


John 

Hartson Wales 
[87] 

Danny 
Gabbidon Wal 
eses 

Jack 

Collison Wales 
Derek 
Macaoidh Alba 


[84] 


Jonathan- 
Pearce 

Sue Smith 
Ross Heaton 
Robyn Cowen 


Tim Warwood 
Ed Leigh 
Graham Bell 
Matt Chilton"?! 
Murray 
Buchan (Febr 
uary 2018)# 
James 

Woods (Febru 
ary 2018)8%1 


Thomas 
Niblock! 
Thomas 
Kane! 
Martin 
McHugh} 
Martin 
Clarke!) 


Tim Warwood 


enny Jones 
Nick Hope"! 


Thomas 
Kane! 
Paddy 
Bradley! 


Eilidh 
Barbour’! 


Stephen 
Watson Norther 
n Ireland 


Gurnee Beth Tweddle MBE 
T Matt Baker Daniel Keatings 
Sa Kristian Thomas! 


Ken Brown!" 


7 7 
l 


Rishi Persad 
Sir Matthew 
Pinsent CBE 


Simon Mason 
Mel Clewlow 
Kate Richardson Walsh 


Peter Allisst 
Andrew 
Cotter! 
Paul 
Azinger" 
Maureen 
Madillm=! 

Mark James™ 


Matt Baker 
Christine 
Stills7 

Craig Heap” 
Beth Tweddle 
MBE ma 

Katie 


Foster Online! 
113] 


Kristian 


Thomas Onlin 
e pizi 


Chris 

O'Reilly Onlin 
e (May 
201824 
present) 

Mark 

Hawkins Onlin 
e (May 
201814- 
present) 


Matt Chilton!” 
Simon 
Mason!” 


OBE 


Mel Clewlow 
Kate 
Richardson 
Walsh OBE 
OLY” 


Rishi Persad" 
Ken Brown 


Nick Hope 
Craig Heap =a 
David McDaid 


Rebecca 
Duncan (May 
201815- 
present) 


Helen 
Richardson- 
Walsh MBE 8 
Nick 

Irvine Onlinea 
Maddie Hinch 
MBE Online% 
Andy 

Halliday Onlin 
ası 

Des 


Corkhill Online 


[52] 

Mohd 
Dharmaraj 
Abdullah 'Onli 
nesa 

Ashley 
Morrison Red 


Button/Online! 
521 


Charlie 


Brougham Re 
d 


Button/Online! 
52] 


Arul 
Selvaraj Red 


Button/Online! 
521] 


Callum 
Patterson On/i 
ne (May 
2018m- 
present) 

Vikki 

Bunce Online 
(May 2018m- 
present) 
Gavin 

Byers Online ( 
May 2018m- 
present) 
Simon 


Mantell Online 


Johnny 
Murtagh North 
ern Ireland =" 
Sarah 

Travers Northe 
rn Ireland =" 
Thomas 

Kane Northern 
Ireland = 
Chris 

Suitor Fashion 
Northern 
Ireland =“ 
Cathy 

Martin Fashion 
Northern 
Ireland =“ 


Mark 
Siddebottom N 
orthern 

Ireland =% 


Seth Bennett 

Kent 

Simpson (Febr 

uary 2018- 

present) 

Paul 

Thompson (Fe 

bruary 

2018m- Sir Matthew 
present) Pinsent “24 
Colin 

Fray (Februar 

y 20182201- 

present) 

Ryan 


Finnerty (Febr 
uary 20182201- 


present) 


Kent Simpson (February 
2018-present)“4 


Invictus | JJ Baroness Tanni Grey- Eddie Rachael 
Games | Chalmers (201 | Thompson (2014-present) | Butler (2014- | Latham (2017 


Modern 
Pentathl 
on 


Motorcy 
cling 


7-present)222! 
Ade 

Adepitan (2016 
-present) #22! 
Daraine 
Mulvihill (2016- 
present) 2221 


Sir Matthew 
Pinsent CBE 


Gavin 
Andrews!" 


Stephen 
Watson! 


123 


Steve Brown (2014- 
present)2221 

Jon-Allan_ 

Butterworth (2014- 
present)2221 

Jayant Mistry (2016- 
present)" 

Martine Wright (2014- 
present)221 

Stef Reid (2017-present) 


122 


Jaco van Gass (2017- 


present) 


Phillip McCallen On/line221 


present) 
Mike 

Costello (2014 
-present)22) 
Mike 

Sewell (2016- 
present) 
Chris 

Mitchell (2016 
-present)2231 
Baroness 
Tanni Grey- 
Thompson (20 
14-present)222! 
Steve 

Brown (2014- 
present) 
Jon-Allan_ 
Butterworth ( 
2014-present) 


123 


Jayant. 

Mistry (2016- 
present)2221 
Martine 
Wright (2014- 
present)2221 
Stef 

Reid (2017- 
present)2221 


Eleanor 
Oldroyd 
Steph Cook 


Dave Moore®! 


Steve 

Parrish Online! 
107] 

Richard 


Nichols Online 
[107] 


-present)2221 
Steve 

Brown (2017- 
present)2221 
Stef 

Reid (2017- 
present)™a 

IE 

Chalmers (201 
7-present) 222! 


Larry Carter's! 


Steve Parrish 
Motorsp | Stephen Jack Nichols Jennie Gow 
ort Watson Allan McNish Tom Clarkson 
Tom Clarkson 


Caroline 
Barker (2017- 
present)222 
Sara 
Bayman (201 
8-present)222 
Lucia 

Sdao (2017) 
[126] 

Billy 
Pritchard (201 
7) 
Stephanie 
Perry (2017) 


126 


Jennie Lauren 


Hazel Tamsin Greenway"” 
Irvine (2017)228 | Natalie Seaton (2017)#28 


Netball | Catrin Jess Thirlby (2017)228 Gow (2018)um | Jenkins (2017) 
Heledd (2017) Billy Pritchard (2017)#28 aaa 126] 


Lisa 
O'Sullivan (20 
18)ma 

David 

White (2018) 
[128] 

Lyn 
Carpenter (20 
18)#22 

Geri 

McGuire (201 
8) 4301 

Maggie 
Jackson (2018 


jeu 


Roller Roller Polar 

Derby Bear Online (F 
ebruary 
201812- 


Tas Stephanie Perry (2017)#28 


ohn Inverdale 
Sir Matthew 


Sir Steve Redgrave 
Dame Katherine Grainger 
Tom James 


Pinsent CBE 
Clare Balding 


Helen Glover 
Constantine Louloudis Boat 


OBE Boat Race 


Mark 


Chapman!33} 
Tanya Arnold 


Race 
George Nash Boat Race 


Brian Noble MBE”23! 


Jamie Peacock MBE®! 
Eorl Crabtree 


John Kear 

Robbie Hunter-Paul!3?! 
Jonathan Davies OBE 
Jon Wilkin 

Kevin Sinfield MBE) 
Justin Morgan) 
Kyle Amor" 

Richard Mathers"36 
Danny McGuire?! 
Danny Kirmond!3#) 
lestyn Harris” 
Gareth Ellis®! 

Luke Robinson"? 
Stevie Ward" 


Jamie Jones-Buchanan™!) 


present) 


Garry Herbert 
James 
Cracknell 
Andrew 
Cotter Boat 
Race 

Zoe de 
Toledo Boat 
Race 

Wayne 
Pommen Boat 
Race 

TIom 

James Boat 
Race 

Cath_ 

Bishop Boat 
Race 


Dave 
Woods"! 
Jonathan- 
Davies OBE! 
lestyn 
Harrist»! 

John Kear"! 
Matt. 
Newsum!! 
Stuart Pyke! 


Jason 
Mohammad B 


oat Race 
Radzi 


Chinyanganya 
Boat Race 


Tanya 
Arnold" 
Damian 
Johnson"! 


Ronan Sully"35! 
Sharon 


Shortle35 
Dave 
Edwards!" 
Johnny 


Luke 
Robinson 


l'Anson!39 
Tulsen 


Jamie Jones- 


Buchanan"! 


Tollettn! 
lan Bucknell!”® 


Richard 
Stead" 
Johnny 


l'Anson@44) 


Adam Cuthbertson? 
Lois Forsell! 
Tyrone McCarthy! 


Phil Kinsellan 
Tim Steere 52 
Brian Noble 


John 


Inverdale!s”! 
Gabby Logan! 


Andrew Henderson"?! 
Paul Cooke"! 
Lee Radford!34! 


Jeremy Guscott!s) 


Jonathan Davies OBE") 
Martyn Williams MBE” 


ame 
Deighton "481 


MBE 441 
S 


Eddie 
Butler% 
Andrew 


Jason 
Mohammad 
Sonja 
McLaughlan 
Lee 

McKenzie Wom 
en ‘S201 

Sara 

Orchard Wome 
n'sa 

Eilidh 

Barbour Wome 
n'sa 

Ross 


Harries Wales= 
toi 


Sarra 

Elgan Wales 
Catrin 

Heledd Wales 
Gareth 
Thomas Six 
Nations Sin 
Bina 

Sarra 

Elgan Wales 
Dougie 

Vipond Scotlan 
Derek 

Mackay Albam 
Callum 
Macaulay Alba 
37] 


Stephen_ 
Watson Norther 
n Ireland 


Brian Mooren” 

Chris Paterson MBEN” 
Andy Nicol! 

Thomas 


Castaignede®="! (2012- 
present#=21) 


Paul O'Connell (February 


201745-present) 

Martin Johnson 

CBE (February 2018555- 
present) 


Sam Warburton (February 


20184=21-present) 
Sir Clive Woodward 


| Ugo Monye 


Olivier Magne"! 

Chris Ashton" 
Philippe Saint-André" 
JP Pietersen" 

Luke McLean"? 

Serge Betsen “5! 

John Barclay"*?} (June 
2018452-present) 

Jamie Heaslip (February 
2019"2!-present) 

Jake Polledri (February 
20194=2-present) 
Catherine 

Spencer Women's 


Kat Merchant Women's” 
Fiona Coghlan Women's% 


Maggie 
Alphonsi Women's! 


Laura Keates Women's% 


Jamie Roberts Wales 
Sean Holley Wales 


Cottert50) 
Sara 
Orchard") 
Andy 
Robinson 
Martyn. 
Williams» 
Chris Paterson 
MBE”721 

Brian Moore”! 
Paul 
O'Connell5! 
Joe Worsley 
MB E1461 

Luke 
Fitzgerald"?! 
Rob- 
Vickerman” 


Sonja 
McLaughlan®:) 
Lee: 
McKenzie! 
Sara 

Orchard Wom 
en's™3 
Damien 
O'Meara Wom 
en's®21 

Catrin 
Heledd Wales 
92] 


ean 
Holley Wales? 
4) 

Andy 

Nicol Scotland 


184] 


Johnnie 
Hammond Wo 
men’'s#331 
Nick 

Heath Women 
g 

Ryle 

Nugent Wome 
n'se 

Martin 
Gillingham Wo 
men's4s1 
Simon_ 

Ward Women' 


146 


Rupert 


Cox Women's# 
76] 


Catherine 


Thomas 
Niblock Northe 
rn Ireland 
Gavin 
Andrews North 
ern Ireland™= 


Gavin 
Andrews North 
ern Ireland 


Shane Williams Wales 
lan Gough Wales 

Gwyn Jones Wales 
Peter Jackson Wales 
Nicky Robinson Wales 
Caryl James Wales 
Richie Rees Wales 

Ceri Sweeney Wales 
Phil Davies Wales 
Andrew Coombs Wales 
Thinus Delport Wa/es#s 
Richard Hibbard Walesa 
Nicky Robinson Wales® 
Danny Wilson Walesa 
Scott Baldwin Wa/es3 
Rhys Webb Wales. 
Rachel Taylor Wales 
Women's” 

Zander Fagerson Albam 
Tom Brown A/ba» 

lona Whyte A/bal=41 
Stephen Ferris Northern 
Ireland” 

Paddy Wallace Northern 
Ireland 

Andy Ward Northern 
Irelands 

lan Humphreys Northern 
Ireland 

Ryan Constable Northern 
Ireland 

Eddie O'Sullivan Northern 
Ireland 


Spencer Wom 
en gas 

Sue 

Day Women's 
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Fiona 
Coghlan Wom 
en'si351 
Gemma 
Hallett Wome 
n'se30 

Philippa 
Tuttiett Wome 
n'sa 

Kat 

Merchant Wo 
men's# 
Gareth 
Charles Wales 


151) 

Sean 

Holley Wales 

Phil 

Davies Wales 
Phil 

Steele Wales 


Ross 
Harries Wales 


179 


Webb Wales 
] 


And 
Moore Wales 


Richie 

Rees Wales” 
Nicky 
Robinson Wal 
eseu 
Jonathan- 


Davies Wales 
70] 


Cennydd 
Davies Walese 


1 
Alun 
Jenkins Wales 


(S 
57] 


Hugo 
Southwell Wa/ 


esha 

Andrew 
Coombs Wale 
Sza 

Dafydd 

Jones Wales! 
Caryl 

James Wales 
Women's®! 
Hugh Dan_ 
MacLennan Sc 
otland & 
Albaazu 

Alan 

Tait Scotland? 


82 


Paul 

Mitchell Scotla 
nanea 

Scott 
Hastings Scot/ 
and3 

Mark 
Robertson Sco 
tlandss4l 
Doddie 

Weir Scotland 
184] 

John_ 

Beattie Scotla 
naa 

Craig 
Paterson Scotl 
and% 

Zander 
Fagerson Alba! 
185] 

Jamie 

Lyall A/ba#281 


Tim 

Swinson A/ba® 
87] 

Derek 

Mackay Albat 
Fil 

Brian 

Easson Alba 
Colin 

Gregor Alba 
Adam 

Ashe Albam” 
Richie 

Vernon A/ba 

] 

Jim 

Neilly Norther 
n Ireland” 
lan_ 
Humphreys N 
orthern 
Ireland% 
Paddy 
Wallace North 
ern Ireland? 
Tony 
McWhirter Nor 
thern 
lreland34 
Ryan 
Constable Nor 
thern 
Ireland“ 
Eddie 
O'Sullivan Nor 
thern 
Ireland% 


Niall Myant 


: Shirley Robertson 
7 lan Walker 
Sailing shirley Percy Goodison EE 
Robertson 7 John Rawling 
lain Percy Garn lobon 


Thomas 

Rowson (May 

2018m- 

present) 

Carol 

Gordon (May 
Sittin Thomas 2018m- Lauren 
P Re Rowson (May Richard Osborne (May present) Moore (May 
ane 2018544- 2018"4-present) Richard 201814- 
Il 

present) Osborne (May | present) 

2018m- 

present) 

Lauren 

Moore (May 

2018m- 

present) 


John_ 
Hunt (January 
2018-present) 
Amy Williams MBE™ ee 
Sir Matthew Alex Coomber™ John- 


Skeleton 


Dh Pinsent CBE |John Jackson™ Jackson (Janua 


Nicola Minichiello™ ry 2018- 
present)222 
Amy Williams 
MBE 


Luge 


Snooker | Hazel Irvine Steve Davis Ken Doherty Seema 
Jason John Parrott Dennis Taylor | Jaswal (April 
Mohammad Ken Doherty 4221 John Virgo 201722- 
Rob Walker"?! Darren Morgan Wales Stephen present) 2%) 
lan Hunt Wales Hendry 

Peter Ebdon 
Alan- 
McManus (Apr 
il 2018- 
present) 
George Riley 
Darren 
Morgan Wales 
Dominic 


Jenny Jones™ 

Tim Warwood 

Ben Kilner 

Maisie Potter (February 
2018) 2041 

Zoe Gillings- 

Brier (February 2018)2 


Ed Leigh 
Graham Bell 
enny jones 


Snowbo 
arding 


Wilf O'Reilly MBE” 
Speed Jon Eley(February 2018- 
Skating present) 2221 

Sarah Lindsay!” 


we 


Summer | Clare Balding 
Olympic | OBE 


Michael Johnson 
Sir Steve Redgrave 


Games Hazel Irvine 


err 
Griffiths Wales 
Willie 

Thorne Wales 


201 


Tim Warwood 

Ed Leigh 

Graham 

Belinea 

Billy 

Morgan (Febr | Tim Warwood 
uary 2018)2 enny Jones 
Jamie Graham Belt% 
Nicholls (Febr 

uary 2018)2951 

Zoe Gillings- 

Brier (Februar 

y 2018)20 


Simon_ 

Brotherton (Fe 

bruary 2018- 

present)2 

Wilf O'Reilly | David. 

MBE McDaid (Febru 
Steve ary 2018- 
Armitage Fee | present)224 
Kristina 


Groves Feed? 
51 


Simon 
Parke Online 


8] 


Hazel Irvine Sir Matthew 
Andrew Cotter | Pinsent CBE 
Simon Reed Rishi Persad 


Jason 


Mohammad 

Mark Chapman | As individual sports 
Dan Walker 

Ore Oduba 


Summer 
Youth Ore Oduba 


Olympic | Lindsey Russell 
S 


Mark Foster 

Rebecca Adlington 
Swimmi Helen Skelton Marc Woods Para- 
ng Swimming 

Dame Sarah Storey 

DBE Para-Swimming 


Table 
Tennis 


Tennis Sue Barker Tim Henman 
OBE?22) John McEnroe! 
John Inverdale | Tracy Austin 
Clare Balding Pat Cash» 
OBE Wimbledo | Andrew Castle?! 


Jessica 
Creighton 
Nick Hope 
David McDaid 
Eddie Butler 
As individual 
sports 


Paul Hand 
Ollie Williams 
As individual 
sports 


Andy 
Jameson’?! 
Adrian 
Moorhouse 
MBE®7! 

Karen 
Pickering MBE 
Paul Noble 
MBE‘ 


Sharron 
Davies 


Adam 

Bobrow Online 
[209] 

Will Bayley 
MBE Online™ 
Colin 

Wilson Online 
211] 

Guy 

McCrea World 
keegi 


Tim Rishi Persad! 
Henman! Lee 

John McEnroe | McKenzie! 
Tracy Ore Oduba’™! 
Austin?) Phil Jones?22) 


n Highlights! | Martina Navratilova’?! Pat Cash?! Carol 
Katharine John Lloyd Andrew Kirkwood Weat 
Downes Sam Smith Castle??) her 
Celina Billie Jean King!” John_ 
Hinchcliffe Red | Jamie Baker"! Inverdale??! 
Button Martina 
Wimbledon Navratilova?! 
Qualifying Virginia Wade 

Jamie Baker?! 

Chris 

Bradnam??) 

ames 

Burridge???) 

Andrew 

Cotter: 

Matt. 

Chilton": 

Barry 

Davies! 


Jo Durie???) 


Peter 


Fleminga? 
Paul Hand! 


John Lloyd???) 
Ronald 
McIntosh?22! 
David 
Mercer! 

Nick Mullins?» 
Mark 


Petchey" 
Louise 


Pleming"? 
Sam Smith?! 
Elizabeth 
Smylie?) 
Simon Reed???) 
Charlie 
Brougham! 
Dan Lobb! 
Gigi Salmon?! 
Boris 
Becker! 
Vijay 


Triathlo 
n 


Volleyba 
Il 


Louise Minchin 


Ore Oduba 


Thomas 
Rowson (May 
2018m4- 
present) 


Annie Emmerson 


Carol Gordon (May 
2018™4-present) 
Luke Thomas (May 
201824 present) 


Amritraj?! 
Annabel 
Croft! 

Peter 
Odgers! 
Gerry 
Wilkinson Fee 


213 


Jacco 
Eltingh Feed 


l 


Nick 

Lester Feed 
Robbie 

Koenig Feed: 
] 


Kelli 
Underwood Fe 
edn 

Liz. 

Smylie Feed? 


] 

Peter 

Odgers Feed 
9] 


Melanie 
South Feed222! 


Matt Chilton!” 
Steve Trew 
Annie 
Emmerson] 


Thomas 
Rowson (May 
2018m- 
present) 
Carol 

Gordon (May 
2018m- 
present) 
Luke 
Thomas (May 


Lauren 
Moore (May 
20181m- 
present) 


Wheelch 


air 
Rugby 


Winter 


Olympic 
Games 


Winter 
Youth 
Olympic 
S 


Clare Balding 
OBEẸ!220 

Hazel Irvine” 
Eilidh 

Barbour (Febru 
ary 2018 - 
present)222 
Radzi 
Chinyanganya ( 
February 2018 
- present)222! 


David McDaid 
Hayley Hassall 


Amy Williams 

MBE (February 2014 - 
present) 

Chemmy Alcott (February 
2018 - present) 

As individual sports 


201814- 
present) 
Lauren 
Moore (May 
2018m- 
present) 


Dave 
Rogers Feeda 


Mike Spence 
MBE Feed! 


John_ 

Hunt (Februar 
y 2018 - 
present) 
Robin 

Cousins (Febr 
uary 2010 - 
present) 2241 
Sir Matthew_ 
Pinsent 

CBE (February 
2014225- 
present) 

Ollie 

Williams (Febr 
uary 2018 - 
present) 

As individual 
sports 


Sir Matthew_ 
Pinsent CBE?2® 
Nick Hope! 
David 

McDaid (2018- 
present) 222! 
Ollie Williams 
Patrick 
Gearey (2018- 
present) 

Radzi 
Chinyanganya 
(February 
2018 - 
present)321 
Jenny 

Jones (Februar 
y 2018 - 
present)22 
Eddie Butler 
As individual 
sports 


Radio[edit] 


Football 
(Men's) 


Presenter(s) 


Mark Chapman 
Mark Pougatch 


Jonathan Overend 


Kelly Cates 
Darren_ 
Fletcher Friday 
Football Social 
Jason 
Mohammad 606 
Alistair Bruce- 
Ball 606 


Formula i 
ennie Gow 
One 


Horse 
Racing 


Rugby 
Union 


Mark Chapman! 


Gina Bryce 


Caroline Barker 


Matt Dawson 


Analyst(s)/ 
Expert(s) 


Robbie Savage 
lan Wright 
Chris Waddle 
Jermaine Jenas 
Pat Nevin 
Danny Mills 
Dion Dublin 
Chris Sutton 


olyon Palmer 


Jay Townsend 
Shaun Micheel!o7! 


Cornelius Lysaght 


Matt Dawson 


MBE Matt Dawson's | MBE =% 


Commentator(s) 


John Murray 

lan Dennis 

Alan Green 
Conor McNamara 
Alistair Bruce-Ball 


Vicki Sparks 


Jack Nicholls 


lain Carter 


John Murray 


Alistair Bruce-Ball 


John Hunt 


George Riley"33) 
Andrew_ 
Henderson?! 
lestyn Harris") 
Jon Wells") 
Dave Woods" 
Matt Newsum2231 
Richard Stead“32! 


Chris Jonest% 


Sara Orchard!50) 


Reporter( 
s) 


lan Dennis 


Jennie Gow 


Tulsen_ 
Tolletti 


Rugby Show=21 
Chris Jones Rugby 
Union Weekly 
Podcasts) 

Ugo Monye Rugby 
Union Weekly 
Podcast21 

Gavin_ 

Andrews Northern 
Irelanda 


Eleanor Oldroyd"? 


Rory Lawson" 


Gavin Hastings 
OBE {21 


Rob Jones?) 
Paul Grayson 
MBE ti 

Denis Hickie"”! 
Andrew 

Trimble Northern 
Ireland% 

Chris 

Henry Northern 
Ireland” 
Malcolm 

O'Kelly Northern 
Ireland% 


Pat Cash?! 

Jana Novotna! 
Mary Pierce! 
Leon Smith! 
Annabel Croft?! 


Tony Livesey?! 
Karthi 


Tennis 
Gnanasegaram?2! 


Mats Wilander! 
Mark Woodforde?2! 
Miles Maclagan" 


John McEnroe 6- 
love-60%2 


Former Television[edit] 


oe aa 


Hazel 
Irvine (1996- 


Alpine 
Skiing 


Jeff Tarango?! 
Tracy Austin???) 
Fabrice Santoro?! 
Jeremy Bates?! 


Naomi Broady?! 
Naomi Cavaday?! 


Analyst(s)/ 
Expert(s) 


Emma Carrick- 
Anderson (Febru 


lain Carter% 
Gareth Lewist5% 
James Burridge”! 
Shane Williams 
MBE =a 

Rory Lawson #2 
Shane Horgan "2 
Gavin Hastings 
OBE i 

Denis Mickie =! 
Paul Grayson MBE = 
Danielle 


Waterman Women's 
52] 


Jim Neilly Northern 
Ireland3 

Tony Ward Northern 
Ireland” 


Jones?" 


Russell Fuller 
David Law?! 

Gigi Salmon! 
Jonathan Overend?! 
Vassos Alexander?) 
lain Carter?! 
Alastair Eykyn?2! 
Philip Studd!" 
Delyth Lloyd!" 
Alastair Bruce-Ball 22) 
Sara Orchard! 


Dot. 
Davies! 
Catherine 
Whitaker?) 


Commentator(s 


) Reporter(s) 


Emma Carrick- 
Anderson (2006- 


David 
Goldstrom (198 


American 
Football 


2006) 2341 
Roger 

Black (1998- 
1999) 232 
Julian Tutt (1991- 
1998)23 
David Vine (1967, 
1978-1996) 2391 
Mary 

Nightingale (1996 
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Sports broadcasting contracts in the 
United Kingdom 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article refers to sports broadcasting rights in the United Kingdom. For a list 
of sports broadcasting rights in other countries, see List of sports television broadcast 
contracts. 


Certain sporting events are protected by the Ofcom Code on Sports and Other Listed 
and Designated Events and must be broadcast live and free-to-air on terrestrial 
television in the UK. 


Presently, free-to-air means a TV channel which is free and covers 98% of the 
population.” Qualifying free-to-air channels are BBC One, BBC Two, ITV, Channel 4 and 
Channel 5. All with Ofcom rules and regulations. 


Association football[edit] 


Television(edit] 
See also: English football on television 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - International matches hide 


Event 


FIFA World Cup 


FIFA World Cup 
qualification 


Broadcaste 

Broadcaste 
rs (free-to- re (paid) 

air) P 

BBC Sport 

None 
ITV 
ITV Sky Sports 
BBC Sport 
Mycujoo 
YouTube 


Ofco 
m 


Categor 


N 


Broadcast 
details 


All matches live 
on BBC Sport or 
ITV with final live 
on both 
broadcasters 

in 2022") 


e UEFA: 

All matches 
(exclude 
England) live 
in English on 
Sky Sports. 
England live 
matches and 
highlights of 
other matches 
in English on 
ITV. 

Wales live 
matches in 
Welsh on S4C. 
Highlights of 
NI, Scotland, 
and Wales 
matches in 
English on 
BBC, until 
2022.. 

e AFC: 
Selected first 
and second 
round 
matches live 
on MyCujoo 
until 2020. 

e CONMEBOL: 
TBA until 2021 
or 2022. 

e CAF: 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - International matches hide 


Event 


FIFA Women's World 


Cup 


FIFA Youth World Cups 


UEFA European 
Championship 


UEFA European 
Championship 
Qualifiers 


Broadcaste 
rs (free-to- 


air) 


BBC Sport 


FreeSports 


BBC Sport 


ITV 


Broadcaste 
rs (paid) 


None 


None 


None 


Sky Sports 


Ofco 
m 


Broadcast 
details 


Selected 
matches live 


All ARaEHHeEMiyeuT 
for 2019. Scotland 
matches also 
available in Gaelic 
on BBC Sport. 


Live coverage of 
FIFA U-20 and U- 
17 Men's and 
Women's World 
Cups until 2022 


Shared coverage 

of all matches live 
(until semi-finals) 

and simulcast live 
final 


e All matches 
(exclude 
England) live 
in English on 
Sky Sports 

e England live 
matches and 
highlights of 
other matches 
in English on 
ITV. 

e Wales live 
matches in 
Welsh on S4C 

e Highlights of 
NI, Scotland, 
and Wales 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - International matches hide 


Event 


UEFA Nations League 


UEFA Women's 
Championship 


UEFA European Under- 


21 Championship 


UEFA Youth European 


Championships 


Broadcaste 
rs (free-to- 
air) 


(a) 
iss 
(O 


BBC Sport 


BBC Sport 


BBC Sport 


UEFA.tv 


Broadcaste 
rs (paid) 


Sky Sports 


None 


Sky Sports 


None 


Ofco 
m 


Broadcast 
details 


matches in 

English on BBC 
All matches live in 
English on Sky 
Sports. Wales live 
matches in Welsh 
on S4C. Highlights 
of NI, Scotland, 
and Wales 
matches in 
English on BBC. 
Highlights of 
England and other 
matches in 
English on ITV. 
Until 2021. 


All matches live 
until 20212 


Live until 2021 on 
Sky Sports. 
Highlights on ITV. 


Live coverage of 
UEFA U-19 and U- 
17 Men's and 
Women's 
Championships in 
2019. England, 
Scotland, and 
selected other 
matches live on 
BBC. Other 
matches that not 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - International matches hide 


Broadcaste 
Broadcaste 
Event rs (free-to- re (paid) 
air) P 
Africa Cup of Nations Unknown Unknown 


Copa América FreeSports Premier Sports 


CONCACAF Gold Cup FreeSports Premier Sports 


= England national ITV Sky Sports 
football team matches 
=} England under-21 | ITV BT Sport 


national football team 


Ofco 
m 


Broadcast 
details 


aired on BBC also 
available on 

Next edition in 
2021. 


All 26 matches 
live on Premier 
Sports, with 
encore and 
highlights also 
available on 
FreeSports in 
2019 


All 31 matches 
live on 
FreeSports, with 
encore and 
highlights also 
available on 
Premier Sports in 
2019 


Qualifiers and 
pre-tournament 
friendlies live on 
ITV until 2022201 
Nations League 
matches and in- 
season friendlies 
live on Sky_ 
Sports until 2021 


Home friendlies 
and qualifiers live 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - International matches hide 


Event 


matches 


=f England women's 
national football team 
matches 


ŒE Germany national 
football teams 
matches 


—=}— Northern Ireland 
national football team 
matches 


E E Republic of Ireland 
national football team 
matches 


E=4 Scotland national 
football team matches 


Broadcaste 
rs (free-to- 
air) 


BBC Sport 


YouTube 


BBC Sport 


None 


BBC Sport 


Broadcaste 
rs (paid) 


BT Sport 


None 


Sky Sports 


Sky Sports 


Sky Sports 


Ofco 
m 


Broadcast 
details 


on BT Sport. 
Highlights on ITV. 


Live coverage 

of Men's U- 

21, Men's U-20, 
and Women's tea 
ms (exclude the 
matches featuring 
Home Nations and 
England) on 
German Football 
YouTube channel. 


Nations League, 
Qualifiers, and 
friendlies live on 
Sky Sports with 
highlights of 
Nations League 
and European 
Qualifiers on BBC 
until 2022 


Nations League, 
Qualifiers and 
friendlies live until 
2022 


Nations League, 
Qualifiers and 
friendlies live on 
Sky Sports with 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - International matches hide 


Broadcaste 
Broadcaste 
Event rs (free-to- rs (paid) 
air) j 
BBC Sport 
Senne eee 
BBC Sport 


Broadcast 
details 


highlights of 
Nations League 
and European 
Qualifiers on BBC 
until 2022 


Nations League, 
qualifiers and 
friendlies live in 
English on Sky 
Sports and in 
Welsh on S4C 
with highlights on 
BBC 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event hiaai Broadcast details 
All matches live for 2019 and 2020 
FIFA Club World Cup BBC Sport editions.” For 2019, both Liverpool 
matches live on TV. 
E UEFA Champions BT Sport Live until 20242221231 Qualification and 
League play-off matches are included in the 


contract. 


E UEFA Europa League 


E UEFA Europa 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event Broadcast 
er 
Conference League 
E UEFA Youth League 
E UEFA Super Cup 
E UEFA Women's BBC Sport 
Champions League 
All club's 
channels 
HA CONMEBOL 
BBC Sport 
Libertadores ew 
=F Premier League 
Sky Sports 
BT Sport 
Amazon 


Prime Video 


Broadcast details 


Live until 2023 


Final only live until 2021 


Selected home nations club's matches, 
exclude final 


Selected matches, exclude final 


Final only, live on BBC Two in 2019.14 


128 live games (packages B, C, D and E) 
until 2022, plus live coverage of the Asia 
Trophy for 2019 and 2021. 


52 live games (packages A and G) until 
2022 


20 live games per season (package F) 
until 2022 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event 


= English Football League 


=} National League 


=} FA Women's Super 
League 


=} FA Cup 


Broadcast 


er 


BBC Sport 


Sky Sports 


Quest 


BT Sport 


FreeSports 


BT Sport 


BBC Sport 


BBC Sport 


Broadcast details 


Highlights until 2022. Match Of The Day 
on Saturday nights, the Sunday morning 
Match Of The Day repeat, MOTD2 on 
Sunday nights, Football Focus, MOTDx 
and The Premier League Show through to 
and including the 2021/22 season." 


183 live matches per-season on Sky 
Sports plus live play-off matches and 
final with a further 80 matches across 
digital and interactive platforms 


Highlights until 2022 


One match a week until 2021, including 
end of season play-offs, plus weekly 
highlights 


Weekly highlights 


Live 


Live matches on BBC Sport and 
highlights on BBC Sport. 


16 matches per season including final 
live until 2021. Additional matches 
involving Welsh clubs on BBC Sport or 
S4C. One live match per qualifying round 
on BBC Sport and BBC Sport website. 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event 


=} FA Women's Cup 


=} FA Community Shield 


=f EFL Cup 


=} EFL Trophy 


Broadcast 
er 


BT Sport 


ITV 


BBC Sport 


BT Sport 


ITV 


BBC Sport 


Sky Sports 


Quest 


Sky Sports 


Quest 


Broadcast details 


t 18 Live matches per season including, 
6 matches from the first and second 
rounds and the final live from 2021- 
202504 


30 live matches per season including 
final until 2021 


t 20 live matches per season including 
the final from 2021-20254 


Semi-finals and final Live 


Live until 2020 


t Live from 2021-20254 


Highlights until 2025 


15 live matches per season until 2024 


Highlights until 2022 


Live until 2024 


Highlights of final until 2022 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event 


=f FA Trophy & FA Vase 


=} FA Youth Cup 


—I— NIFL Premiership 


== Irish Cup 


-l— Northern Ireland 
Football League Cup 


—l— SuperCupNI 


PZA Scottish Professional 
Football League 


Broadcast 
er 


BT Sport 


Sky Sports 


BBC Sport 


BBC Sport 


Sky Sports 


BBC Sport 


Sky Sports 


BT Sport 


Broadcast details 


Finals live 


Four matches including final live on ITV 


Up to 5 live matches until 2022 


10 Live Matches & Highlights on Final 
Score and Irish League Show until 2021 


3 matches live on BBC (2 early rounds 
plus final live) 


Final live until 2022 


16 live games available on BBC Sport. 


30 live matches per season until 2020 
t 48 live matches per season from 2020- 
2025421 


30 live matches per season plus play-offs 
live until 20202% 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event 


E=4 Scottish Cup 


PZA Scottish League Cup 


E=4 Scottish Challenge Cup 


Broadcast 
er 


BBC Sport 


BBC Sport 


Premier 
Sports 


BBC Sport 


BT Sport 


Premier 
Sports 


BBC Sport 


S4C 


BT Sport 


Broadcast details 


38 delayed matches on Saturday 
evenings and 6 live Scottish 
Championship or Scottish League One 
matches 


Highlights 


8 live matches including one exclusive 
semi-final, and final also free-to-air 
highlights until 202424 


11 live matches including one match in 
rounds 1-3, and final until 2024 


13 live matches each season until 2020 


t 12 to 16 live matches per season and 
free-to-air highlights from 2020 until 
2025 21 


Up to 21 live matches 


One match per round involving Welsh 
teams and final live. 


Semi Finals and final live in 2019. 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event 


PZA Scottish Junior Cup 


PZA Scottish Youth Cup 


üa Welsh Premier League 


iif Welsh Cup 


=E Bundesliga 


EE DFB-Pokal 


E DFL-Supercup 


l E Serie A 


ia Coppa Italia 


ia Supercoppa Italiana 


Broadcast 
er 


BBC Sport 


FreeSports 


BBS Sport 


BBC Sport 


BT Sport 


YouTube 


BT Sport 


Premier 
Sports 


FreeSports 


BT Sport 


BT Sport 


Broadcast details 


Final live 


Live until 2021 


One weekly live match plus highlights 
on Sgorio on S4C Mondays22 


One live game also on S4C from round 
three onwards plus highlights 


Live until 2021.24 


Live coverage on German Football 
YouTube channel. 


Live until 2020. 


Live coverage until 2020-21 and 
highlights on FreeSports22 


Live until 2021.28 


Live until 2020.24 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event 


E Ligue 1 


Broadcast 


er 


BT Sport 


ia Championnat National 1 | YouTube 


E Coupe de la Ligue 


E Coupe de France 


= Eredivisie 


E Primeira Liga 


E a Liga 


r= Segunda División 


i Copa del Rey 


BT Sport 


Premier 
Sports 


FreeSports 


Premier 
Sports 


FreeSports 


FreeSports 


Premier 
Sports 


YouTube 


YouTube 


Broadcast details 


Live until 2021.28 


Live 


Live until 2021. 


Live coverage, starting from the quarter- 
finals in 2018-19.24 


Live coverage until 2020-2125 


Up to two live matches per week.2% 


Live coverage until 2021-22 season!" 


All matches (exclude play-offs) live in 
2019-20 season 


Live 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Broadcast 


Event ne Broadcast details 
= Supercopa de Espana YouTube Live 
Premier 
Sports 
EE Allsvenskan Live until 2021 
FreeSports 
mam Ekstraklasa YouTube Live 
EE Russian Premier League | YouTube Up to 4 matches per week live 
BH A-League BT Sport Full coverage! 
al FFA Cup BT Sport Live 
Premier 
Sports 
MM chinese Super League Live until 20212 
FreeSports 
o EE Rakuten Up to 3 matches per week live 


on Rakuten TV in 2019221 


== [+] Major League Sky Sports Live in 2019 


Broadcasting contracts for football (television) - Club matches hide 


Event eee Broadcast details 


Premier 
Sports 
Soccer 


FreeSports 


Radio/edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 


Around 140 live Premier League commentaries per season until 2021/22, including first- 
pick Saturday 15:00 matches, plus Sunday 14:00 and 16:30 games and matches on 
Monday, Friday and Saturday nights. 


Live FA Cup and EFL Cup commentaries 
Reports and goalflashes from EFL matches 


Live UEFA Champions League commentaries and semi finals and final of UEFA Europa 
League 


e talkSPORT 


105 Premier League commentaries per season on talkSPORT and talkSPORT 2 until 
2021/22, including Saturday matches at 12:30, 15:00 (second-pick) and 17:30 and 
Sunday games at 12:00 


110 live matches from EFL plus play-off semi-finals and finals 

Live FA Cup and EFL Cup commentaries 

Live commentaries of selected matches in the UEFA Champions League and UEFA 
Europa League 

e Independent Radio News 

Live reports and goalflashes from every Premier League match for the UK commercial 
radio network 

e BBC Radio Scotland 

Live commentaries from SPFL matches until 2019/20 plus Scottish Cup, Scottsh League 
Cup and Scotland international matches 


e Clydel 


Preview, half-time and full-time reports from SPFL matches on Superscoreboard 


e RockSport Radio 


Preview, half-time and full-time reports from SPFL matches 


e BBC World Service 


Over 50 live Premier League commentaries of 5 Live 15:00 Saturday and 16:30 Sunday 


matches 


Rugby union[edit] 
Television(edit] 


Broadcasting contracts for rugby union (Television) hide 


Event 


Rugby World Cup 


Sevens World Series 


World Rugby Under 20 
Championship 


Broadcaster 


S4C 


Sky Sports 


ITV 


S4C 


YouTube 


Broadcast details 


All 48 matches live in English until 
2023c 


9 live matches in Welsh for 2019 
including opening match, all Wales 
games and final 


Live matches 


highlights on ITV 


Live until 2019 

(2017: highlights of group matches 
on ITV with semi-finals and final 
live) 


Welsh matches only, live in Welsh 
until 2019 


Live on World Rugby's YouTube 


Broadcasting contracts for rugby union (Television) hide 


Event 


World Rugby Under 20 
Trophy 


Women's Rugby World Cup 


Six Nations Championship 


British and Irish Lions 


= England Autumn 
internationals 


=f England Saxons 


-F England national under- 
20 rugby union team and 
England national under-18 


Broadcaster 


YouTube 


YouTube 


BBC Sport 


S4C 


Sky Sports 


Sky Sports 


BBC Sport 


Sky Sports 


Sky Sports 


Broadcast details 


channel 


Live on World Rugby's YouTube 
channel 


Live 


Wales, Scotland, and France home 
matches in English until 2021. 


England, Ireland, and Italy home 
matches in English until 2021. 


Welsh matches only, live in Welsh. 


Live in 2017.23 


Live on Sky Sports until 2020 


Highlights until 2019 


Live until 2020 


Live until 2020 


Broadcasting contracts for rugby union (Television) hide 


Event 


rugby union team 


= England women's 
national rugby union team 
internationals 


E=4 Scotland national rugby 


union team Autumn 
Internationals 


üa Wales Rugby Union 
Team Internationals 


E H ireland national rugby 
union team Autumn 
internationals 


l H France national rugby 
union team Autumn 
Internationals 


ia Italy national rugby 


Broadcaster 


Sky Sports 


BBC Sport 


BT Sport 


BBC Sport 


S4C 


Channel 4 


Channel 4 


Premier Sports 


FreeSports 


Premier Sports 


Broadcast details 


Live until 2020 


Live in 2019 


Live in 2019 


Live coverage of 2019 Rugby World 


Cup warm-up games 


Live until 2021 


Live in 2019 


Live in 2019 


Broadcasting contracts for rugby union (Television) hide 


Event 


union team Autumn 
Internationals 


SANZAAR 


All-Ireland League (rugby 
union) 


European Rugby Champions 
Cup 


European Rugby Challenge 
Cup 


i Sis Prol4 


Broadcaster 


FreeSports 


Sky Sports 


Sky Sports 


BT Sport 


Channel 4 


BT Sport 


S4C 


Premier Sports 


FreeSports 


Broadcast details 


Live coverage of South Africa, New 
Zealand, Australia, and Argentina 
test, including all of The Rugby 
Championship and Super Rugby 
matches until 20208882 


Live 


All matches exclusively live until 
2022 


9 matches live (including one 
quarter-final, one semi-final and the 
final); plus highlights of all other 
matches until 2022 


All matches Live until 2022 


9 live matches in 2019-20 


All 152 matches live until 2021 


One match per round until 2021 


Broadcasting contracts for rugby union (Television) hide 


Event 


=f Premiership Rugby 


=} Premiership Rugby 
Sevens Series 


=} Premiership Rugby Cup 


=f RFU Championship 


=} The Varsity Match 


Broadcaster 


S4C 


BBC Wales, BBC 
Scotland and BBC 
Northern Ireland 


BT Sport 


Channel 5 


BT Sport 


Channel 5 


BT Sport 


Channel 5 


Sky Sports 


BBC Sport 


Broadcast details 


17 matches live 


Highlights 


Up to 80 live matches per season 
until 2020-212% 


5 matches per season and 
highlights of all other matches 


Live matches 


Highlights 


Live in 2019-20 


Highlights 


Minimum of 11 matches per season 
live until 2020 


Live until 2019; Women's Varsity 
Match live on BBC Sport 


Broadcasting contracts for rugby union (Television) hide 


Event Broadcaster 


— Premier 15's Women Sky Sports 


üa Principality Premiership | BBC Sport 


üa Welsh Varsity Rugby 


N YouTube 
E=4 Melrose Sevens BBC Sport 

Sky Sports 
BB top 14 

S4C 
E H Pro D2 Eurosport 
= o Pe. S 

Sea Sky Sports 

Rugby 
E Mitre 10 Cup Sky Sports 
B= Currie Cup Sky Sports 


Radio[edit] 


Broadcast details 


Selected games live on Sky Sports 


Live 


Live 


Live 


55 matches per season live until 
2019. 


Highlights 


All matches live on Eurosport Player 


Live until 2020 


Live until 2020 


Live until 2020 


e BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 


Commentary on Six Nations Championship, Autumn Internationals, Premiership Rugby 
and European Rugby Champions Cup matches 
Live commentary on 2019 Rugby World Cup 


e BBC Radio Wales and BBC Radio Cymru 


Commentary on all Wales national rugby union team international matches 
Live commentary on all Wales matches in 2019 Rugby World Cup 
Commentary on British and Irish Lions tests on BBC Radio Cymru 


e BBC Radio Ulster 


Commentary on all Ulster European Rugby Champions Cup matches and selected Ulster 
Pro 12 matches. 

Live commentary on Ireland national rugby union team Six Nations Championship and 
Autumn International matches 

Live commentary on all Ireland matches in 2019 Rugby World Cup 


e BBC Radio Scotland 

Commentary on all Scotland national rugby union team Six Nations Championship 
matches 

Live commentary on all Scotland matches in 2019 Rugby World Cup 

e talkSPORT 


Commentary on Premiership Rugby and Anglo-Welsh Cup matches on Talksport and 
Talksport 2; reports on Six Nations Championship and Aviva Premiership matches on 
talkSPORT; commentary on the 2017 British and Irish Lions tour to New Zealand. 


e Independent Radio News 


Reports on Six Nations Championship, Autumn Internationals, Premiership Rugby and 
European Rugby Champions Cup matches. 


Cricket[edit] 
Television(edit] 


Broadcasting contracts for cricket (television) hide 


Event Broadcaster Broadcast details 


Sky Sports All matches live until 2024“4 
Test match cricket in 
England and Wales 

BBC Sport Daily highlights until 20244 


Broadcasting contracts for cricket (television) hide 


Event 


One-day International and 
International Twenty20 
Cricket in England and 
Wales 


England women's cricket 
team 


One-day International and 
International Twenty20 
Cricket in Ireland 


Overseas test match and 
ODI cricket 


Broadcaster 


Sky Sports 


BBC Sport 


Sky Sports 


BBC Sport 


YouTube 


Sky Sports 


Star India 


Sony Pictures 
Networks 


BT Sport 


Broadcast details 


All matches live until 2024 


Highlights of ODI matches; 2 
International T20 matches live per 
season until 2024 


Home Test matches, ODI and T20 
internationals live until 2024 


Two live matches per season until 2024 


Home ODI's and T20l's live on Cricket 
Ireland YouTube channel 


Live coverage of all England overseas 
Tours, plus Tests and ODIs, from South 
Africa, West Indies and New Zealand 
(until 2020) 


Live coverage on Star Gold and Hotstar 
of Tests, ODIs & T20Is from India 


Live coverage on Sony Max of ODIs and 
T20ls from Pakistan 


Live coverage of test match, 
international and domestic cricket in 


Broadcasting contracts for cricket (television) hide 


ae | es Australia until 20214 
ICC Cricket World Cup Live until 2023 
ICC Women's World Cup Live until 20214 
ICC Champions Trophy Live until 2021¢ 
ICC World Twenty20 Live until 2020¢2 


ICC Womens TAU Weng Sky Sports Live until 2022 

Cup 

ICC Under-19 World Cup Sky Sports Live until 2022 “1 

T20 Blast Sky Sports 36 live matches per season until 2024 
Sky Sports Live coverage of all games 

The Hundred 
BBC Sport 10 men's and 8 women's games live 
BT Sport All matches live in 2019.48 


Indian Premier League 
Gtar India All matches live on Star Gold and 
Hotstar in 2019.4 


Broadcasting contracts for cricket (television) hide 


Event Broadcaster Broadcast details 


Big Bash League BT Sport All matches live on BT Sport until 2020 


Women's Big Bash League | BT Sport Selected matches live on BT Sport until 


2020 
Caribbean Premier League | Sky Sports All 34 games live in 2019 
oo Regional BT Sport Live coverage in 2019 
Pakistan Super League Hum TV Live coverage in 2019 
Bangladesh Premier League | FreeSports Live 
Global T20 Canada FreeSports Live 
European Cricket League FreeSports ie 


(T10) 


In-play video highlights clips of ICC events on BBC Sport until 2019 

In-play video highlights clips of ECB home international and domestic events on BBC Sport website 
until 2024 

Clips also available on Sky Sports and England and Wales Cricket Board websites 

Fixed camera live streaming coverage of selected County matches via county cricket club websites 


Radio(edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra and BBC Radio 4 LW 


Live Test Match Special commentary on all England home Test, ODI and T20 matches 
until 2024 and upcoming England tour of New Zealand in 2019 

ICC Cricket World Cup, ICC Champions Trophy and ICC World Twenty20 matches 
Commentary on Cricket Australia international matches via ABC Radio Grandstand, plus 


selected Big Bash League and Women's Big Bash League matches until 2022 
Commentary on Indian Premier League matches until 2020 


e BBC Local Radio 


Commentary on all 2019 County matches on BBC Sport website. Selected matches on 
BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra and on BBC Local Radio. 

All Derbyshire matches on BBC Radio Derby 1116 AM 

All Worcestershire matches on BBC Hereford and Worcester 738 AM 

All Hampshire matches on BBC Radio Solent 999 / 1359 AM 

Essex One-Day Cup and T20 Blast matches on BBC Radio Essex 765 AM 

Kent One-Day Cup and T20 Blast matches on BBC Radio Kent DAB 

All Lancashire matches on BBC Radio Lancashire 855 AM 


e talkSPORT and talkSPORT 2 


Commentary on England tour to Sri Lanka in 2018, West Indies in 2019 and South Africa 
in 2019-20 


e Independent Radio News 


Hourly reports on England home test matches, ODI and T20 matches for UK commercial 
radio network 


Tennis| edit] 


Broadcasting contracts for tennis (television) hide 


Event poi Broadcast details 


Grand Slams 


BBC Sport Live on BBC Sport until 202418 


Wimbledon 
Daily highlights and men's singles and women's 
EW esp Ont singles finals live until 2020 
US Open Amazon Live until 2022% 


Video 


Broadcasting contracts for tennis (television) hide 


Event pide Broadcast details 


ITV Live on ITV4 with finals on ITV until 20215% 


French Open 


Eurosport Live until 202154 
Eurosport Live until 202152 


Australian Open 


BBC Sport Daily highlights until 2020 


ATP 


Paon All matches live until 2022 
Video 
ATP Finals 
Live coverage of afternoon sessions and the 
BBC Sport | final until 2020 
Amazon f i 
à Live until 202253 
Video 
ATP World Tour 
Series 
Eurosport Live coverage of 3 ATP 250 events every year 


until 2020 


ATP Challenger Tour 


Seres ATP website | Live on the ATP Challenger Tour website 


Broadcasting contracts for tennis (television) hide 


WTA Tour 


ITF Men's Circuit 


ITF Women's Circuit 


Queen's Club 
Championships 


Eastbourne 
International 


Broadcast details 
er 
Amazon Live coverage of 51 tournaments per year until 
Video 202 41541 


ITF website Selected tournaments live on ITF website 
ITF website Selected tournaments live on ITF website 


Other Tournaments 


BBC Sport Live until 2024551 


Amazon A : 
Live until 2023 
BBC Sport Live until 2024 


Amazon Live until 2023 (women's only) 
Video 

Amazon Live until 2023 (men's tournament) 
Video 


Broadcasting contracts for tennis (television) hide 


Broadcast 


Event aS Broadcast details 
Nottingham Open Amapn Live until 2023 
g P Video 
Birmingham Classic Amaan Live until 2023 
Video 
Davis Cup Eurosport Live coverage until 202058% 
Federation Cup Amazon Live until 2023 
Video 
Hopman Cup Eurosport Live until 2021 
Amazon 
video Live until 2023 


Laver Cup 


Eurosport Live in 2019 


Radio[edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 

Commentary on all 4 Grand Slams plus the BNP Paribas Open at Indian Wells, other 
selected ATP Masters 1000 events and evening sessions of the ATP Finals, plus the 
Queens Club Championships and Great Britain Davis Cup matches 

e BBC World Service 

Commentary on Wimbledon men's and women's singles finals 


e Talksport 
Commentary from Australian Open in 2019 


Golffedit] 


Broadcasting contracts for golf (television) hide 


Broadcast 
er 


Sky Sports Live until 202454 
The Open 
Championship 
BBC Sport Daily highlights until 2021 
Sky Sports Live from 2020"! 
The Masters 
BBC Sport Daily highlights from 2020 


Broadcast details 


US Open Sky Sports Live coverage in 20195% 
US PGA Championship | Sky Sports Live coverage in 2019 
PGA Tour 


eee sore 32 live PGA Tour events including FedEx Cup 
ol play-offs and Presidents Cup until 2021 
US PGA Tour events 
CNBC Europe | Highlights 
European Tour events | Sky Sports 32 live events until 2022 


Broadcasting contracts for golf (television) hide 


Event cela Broadcast details 
LPGA Tour Sky Sports Up to seven events live 


Other events 


Sky Sports Live until 2022 


Ryder Cup 
BBC Sport Highlights until 2022 


World Golf 


Ghenimtoneiitiss rene Sky Sports Live until 2022 


Sky Sports Live until 2022 
BMW PGA 
Championship 
BBC Sport Highlights until 2021 


Radio(edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 

Commentary on The Open Championship, US Open, US Masters, PGA Championships, 
and the Ryder Cup 

e talkSPORT/talkSPORT2 

Commentary on the Open Championship from Open Radio 


Motorsport[edit] 
Television(edit] 


Broadcasting contracts for motorsport (television) hide 


Event 


Formula One 


FIA Formula 2 Championship 


FIA Formula 3 Championship 


== [+] IndyCar Series 


Formula E 


Broadcast 


er 


Broadcast details 


Motor racing 


Sky Sports 


Channel 4 


Sky Sports 


Sky Sports 


Eurosport 


BT Sport 


YouTube 


All races live on Sky Sports F1 until 2024 
with British Grand Prix and selected races 
on Sky Sports Mix or Sky One 


Highlights of all races and qualifying 
sessions until the end of the 2020 season; 
live coverage of the British Grand Prix in 
2020 


Live practice, qualifying and races 


Live qualifying and races 


Live qualifying and races in 20194 


Live until 2019-20 


Complete coverage of all races, 
qualifying, and practices live plus 
highlights. 


All races, qualifying, and practices live 


Broadcasting contracts for motorsport (television) hide 


Event 


W Series 


l 8 24 Hours of Le Mans 


FIA World Endurance 
Championship|World 
Endurance Championship 


Blancpain GT Series 


Deutsche Tourenwagen 
Masters 


Porsche Supercup 


World Touring Car Cup 


World Rally Championship 


Broadcast 
er 


Quest 


BBC Sport 


Channel 4 


Eurosport 


Eurosport 


BT Sport 


BT Sport 


FreeSports 


Eurosport 


Eurosport 


BT Sport 


Broadcast details 


Highlights of all races with four races live 


All races live in 2019-20. 


Live in 2019 


Live practice, qualifying and race. Parts of 
the race also on Quest 


Live Sprint Cup races and partial live 
coverage of 24 Hours of Spa in 2018, 


highlights of Endurance Cup. 
Also live on the Blancpain GT Series website. 


Live in 2019 


Live 


Broadcasting contracts for motorsport (television) hide 


Broadcast details 


BT Sport 
SE Wales Rally GB 


re ; Live raceday on ITV4; Highlights on ITV 
a E E (eer until 2022; Qualifying live on 


Championship 


itv.com/BTCC 


Highlights 
Sennaa Also live on the British GT website. 
SE British GT Championship 


BT Sport Highlights 
Channel 4 Highlights 
SS British Rally 
Championship 
BT Sport Highlights 


Premier Live 
Sports 

== NASCAR 
FreeSports Highlights 


Broadcasting contracts for motorsport (television) hide 


Event abot Broadcast details 
Race of Champions Sky Sports Live in 2019 
Sky Sports, : : 
Goodwood Festival of Speed | BBC Sport ue TY Pome rand BEL Spor 
and ITV highlights on ITV 


Motorcycle racing 


BT Sport All sessions live until 2021% 
MotoGP 
Quest Highlights until 20201 
Eurosport Live 
World Superbike 
Championship 
ITV Highlights 
Motocross Wand Eurosport All sessions live 


Championship 


Live qualifying and races until 2020, also 


Eur rt 
meen on Questa 


Si British Superbike 
Championship 


ITV Highlights until 2018 


Isle of Man TT ITV Daily highlights on ITV until 2018 


Broadcasting contracts for motorsport (television) hide 


Event algo Broadcast details 
=I— North West 200 BBC Sport aad BBC Sport; Highlights on BBC 
=- Ulster Grand Prix BBC Sport Highlights 
Si SGB Premiership BT Sport Live until 2021 
Speedway Grand Prix BT Sport Live until 2021 
Speedway Of Nations BT Sport Live until 2021 


Radio/edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 


All Formula One races live, qualifying sessions and some practices on BBC Radio 5 Live 
and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra until 2021 

All Formula E races live from Formula E Radio on BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra or BBC 
Sport website 

e BBC Radio Ulster 


Live commentary of the North West 200 and Ulster Grand Prix 


e Manx Radio 

Live commentary on Isle of Man TT races on Manx Radio TT on 1368 AM 
Boxing|edit] 

Television(edit] 

e Frank Warren Promotions: Live on BT Sport 


e Matchroom Sport: 20 shows a year live on Sky Sports until 2021 
e Cyclone Promotions: Live on Channel 5 


Premier Boxing Champions: Live on ITV, ITV Box Office, and FITE TV until 2021, Sky_ 
Sports! 

Top Rank: Sky Sports (Matchroom fights only) and BT Sport 

European Amateur Boxing Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

World Amateur Boxing Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

World Boxing Super Series: Live on YouTube (twelve quarter finals only) and Sky 
Sports (six semi finals and three finals, the finals will be live on Box Office) (2018- 
19) 

World title fights screened on Sky Sports, BoxNation, Premier Sports, Channel 5 and 
ITV 

Ulster Senior Boxing Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

WGP Kickboxing: Live on Fight Network 


Radioj{edit] 


BBC Radio 5 Live and talkSPORT 


Commentary on major fights involving British boxers 


Mixed martial arts/edit] 
Television(edit] 


UFC: Live on BT Sport (non PPV events) and BT Sport Box Office’! until 2021 
ONE Championship: YouTube (until September 2019) and FITE TV (from October 
2019) 

Bellator: Live events on Channel 5 and Sky Sports!) 

Cage Warriors: Live on UFC Fight Pass 

International Mixed Martial Arts Federation: FreeSports 


Ultimate Challenge MMA: Fight Network 


Wrestling[edit] 
Television(edit] 


WWE: BT Sport (replacing Sky UK January 2020) 
AEW: ITV4 and ITV Box Office’?! 

Impact Wrestling: 5STAR”! and Fight Network 
World of Sport Wrestling: ITV! 

Ring of Honor: Fight Network 

Preston City Wrestling: Fight Network 
Championship Wrestling from Hollywood: Fight Network 
Smash Wrestling: Fight Network 

MLW: FreeSports 

International Wrestling Syndicate: Fight Network 
Wrestling at the Chase: Fight Network 

World Arm Wrestling League: Fight Network 


Multi-disciplines events[edit] 
Television(edit] 


e Olympic Games: Live on Eurosport and BBC Sport until 20247 

e Paralympic Games: Live on Channel 4 until 20207 

e Commonwealth Games: Live on BBC Sport in 2018; highlights on Eurosport plus live 
coverage of swimming and diving events 

e World University Games: Live on Eurosport and Olympic Channel 

e Youth Olympics: Highlights on BBC Sport 

e European Games: Live on BT Sport in 2019 

e European Championships: Live on BBC Sport and Eurosport in 2018”! 

e NCAA: Live coverage and highlights on BT Sport 

e Invictus Games: Live on BBC Sport”! 

e Abu Dhabi Grand Slam: Live on Fight Network 


Radioj{edit] 


e Olympic Games: Live on BBC Radio 5 Live (until 2024) 


e Paralympic Games: Live on BBC Radio 5 Live and BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 
e European Championships: Live on BBC Radio 5 Live in 2018! 


Athletics/ edit] 
Television(edit] 


e UK Athletics major events: Live on BBC Sport until 2020 

e London Marathon: Live on BBC Sport until 2021 

e Great North Run: Live on BBC Sport until 20188 

e Great Manchester Run: Live on BBC Sport 

e Great South Run: Live on Channel 5 

e Great Scottish Run: Live on BBC Sport 

e Cardiff Half Marathon: Live on BBC Sport 

e Great North City Games: Live on BBC Sport 

e Brighton Marathon: Highlights on Channel 4 

e Manchester Marathon: Highlights on Channel 4 

e Manchester Half Marathon: Highlights on Channel 4 

e Yorkshire Marathon: Highlights on Channel 4 

e British Indoor Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

e IAAF World Championships in Athletics: Live on BBC Sport until 2023 

e IAAF World Indoor Championships in Athletics: Live on BBC Sport until 2023 

e IAAF World Cross Country Championships: Live on BBC Sport until 2023 

e IAAF Diamond League: All international meetings live; 2 UK meetings live until 2020 
with highlights of all meetings on BBC Sport until 2023 

e IAAF World Relays: Live on BBC Sport until 2023 

e IAAF Continental Cup: Live on BBC Sport until 2023 

e Athletics World Cup: Live on Sky Sports in 2018 

e European Athletics Championships: Live on BBC Sport and Eurosport until 2018 


e European Team Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

e European Athletics Indoor Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

e European Cross Country Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

e European Athletics Junior Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

e World Junior Athletics Championships: Live on Eurosport 

e IAAF World Indoor Tour: Live on YouTube and BBC Sport until 2023 
e New York Marathon: Live on Eurosport; highlights on FreeSports 

e Paris Marathon: Live on Eurosport 

e Amsterdam Marathon: Live on Eurosport 

e IPC Athletics World Championships: Live on Channel 4 until 2020! 
e IPC Athletics European Championships: Live on Channel 4 until 2020 
e IPC Grand Prix Final: Live on Channel 4 until 20207 


Radioj{edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 


Commentary from IAAF World Championships, European Athletics Championships, IPC 
Athletics World Championships, IAAF Diamond League and UK Athletics major events 


Commentary via BBC London on BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra on London Marathon 


Rugby league[edit] 
Television(edit] 


e Super League: 80 live games per season on Sky Sports until 2021; highlights 
on BBC Sport until 2021"! 

e Championship: Live on Sky Sports until 2021 

e National Conference League: 30 live games per season on Sky Sports until 2021 

e Challenge Cup: two sixth round matches, two quarter-finals, two semi-finals and 
final live on BBC Sport until 2020; one fifth round match, one sixth round match and 
two quarter-finals live on Sky Sports until 2020 One live match from rounds one to five 
on BBC Sport 

e World Club Challenge: Live on Sky Sports until 2021; highlights on BBC Sport 

e Rugby League World Cup: All 31 matches live on BBC Sport in 20211 

e National Rugby League: Live on Sky Sports 

e State of Origin: Live on Sky Sports 

e Rugby League European Championship: Live on BBC Sport 


Radioj{edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 


Over 70 live Super League commentaries per season and Challenge Cup commentaries 
on BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra; reports on BBC Radio 5 Live 


e Talksport 


Over 100 live Super League commentaries per season on Talksport 2 until 2020; reports 
on Talksport 


BBC Local Radio 


Commentaries on Super League, Championship and Challenge Cup matches 


Wireless Group 


Commentary on Wigan and St Helens matches on Wish FM and Warrington and Widnes 
matches on Wire FM 


Snooker/[edit] 


Television(edit] 


World Snooker Championships: Live on BBC Sport until 2024 and Eurosport until 
2026 

UK Championship: Live on BBC Sport until 2024 and Eurosport until 2026 
Masters: Live on BBC Sport until 2024 and Eurosport until 2026 

Welsh Open: Live on BBC Sport and Eurosport until 2026 

English Open: Live on Eurosport and QUEST (afternoon sessions and final live) 
Northern Ireland Open: Live on Eurosport and QUEST (afternoon sessions and final 
live) 

Scottish Open: Live on Eurosport and QUEST (afternoon sessions and final live) 
Champion of Champions: Live on ITV until 2019 

World Grand Prix: Live on ITV until 2019 

Players Championship: Live on ITV in 2019 

Tour Championship: Live on ITV in 2019 

World Snooker Shoot-Out: Live on Eurosport and QUEST (afternoon sessions and 
final live) 

World Snooker: 18 tournaments live on Eurosport each season until 20261 


Horse racing[edit] 


Television(edit] 


Cheltenham Festival: Live on Racing TV and ITV until 202082 

Grand National: Live on Racing TV and ITV until 2020 

Epsom Derby: Live on Racing TV and ITV until 2020 

Royal Ascot: Live on Sky Sports Racing and ITV until 2020 

Glorious Goodwood: Live on Racing TV and ITV until 2020 

British Champions Day: Live on Racing TV and ITV until 2020 

Dubai World Cup: Live on Racing TV and Sky Sports Racing in 2019 

Ulster Derby: Live on BBC 

Sky Sports Racing: Live coverage from 25 UK courses 

including Ascot, Chepstow, Chester, Doncaster and Lingfield, plus over 200 fixtures 
from France (including Prix de l'Arc de Triomphe), Hong Kong, United States 
(including Breeders' Cup and Triple Crown) and Australia (including Melbourne Cup) 
Racing TV: Live coverage from 35 UK courses 

including Aintree, Cheltenham, Epsom, Goodwood, Haydock, Kempton, Newbury, Ne 
wmarket, Sandown and York, plus Irish racing. 


Radioj{edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 
Commentary on all major races with full coverage of Cheltenham Festival, The Grand 


National and The Derby®* 


e BBC World Service 
5 Live commentary on The Grand National 


e Talksport 


Commentary on major meetings including Cheltenham Festival, The Grand 
National, Royal Ascot and The Derby on Talksport and Talksport 2 


Equestrianism|[edit] 


Television(edit] 


e Horse of the Year Show: Highlights on BBC Sport 

e Royal International Horse Show: Live on BBC Sport 

e Hickstead Derby: Highlights on BBC Sport 

e Olympia Horse Show: Live on BBC Sport and QUEST 

e Global Champions Tour: Live coverage of London event on BBC and QUEST 
Badminton Horse Trials: Live on BBC Sport until 2020&4 

Burghley Horse Trials: Live on BBC Sport 


e World Equestrian Games: Live on BBC Sport 


Darts[edit] 


Television(edit] 


e PDC World Darts Championship: Live on Sky Sports until 2025 

e Premier League: Live on Sky Sports until 2025 

e Grand Slam of Darts: Live on Sky Sports until 2025 

e World Matchplay: Live on Sky Sports until 2025 

e World Grand Prix: Live on Sky Sports until 2025 

e World Cup of Darts Live on Sky Sports until 2025 

e UK Open: Live on ITV until 2020 

e European Championship: Live on ITV until 2020 

e Players Championship Finals: Live on ITV until 2020 

e The Masters: Live on ITV until 2020 

e World Series of Darts: delayed coverage of five events on ITV until 2020 

e World Series of Darts Finals: Live on ITV until 2020 

e Champions League of Darts: Live on BBC until 2019 

e BDO World Darts Championship: Live on QUEST (afternoon sessions and final live) 
and Eurosport (evening sessions and final live) until 202129 

e World Masters: Live on QUEST and Eurosport until 2021 

e BDO World Trophy: Live on QUEST and Eurosport until 2021 


Radioj{edit] 


e PDC World Darts Championship: Reports and commentary 
on talkSPORT and talkSPORT 2 
e Premier League and other major PDC tournaments: Live on talkSPORT 2 


Rowing[edit} 


Television(edit] 


e World Rowing Championships: Live on BBC Sport and Eurosport 

e European Rowing Championships: Live on BBC Sport and Eurosport 

e Rowing World Cup: Live on BBC Sport and Eurosport 

e The Boat Races: Live on BBC Sport until 2021; Live on Eurosport and BBC Sport 
e Henley Royal Regatta: Live on BT Sport 


Radioj{edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra: Commentary on The Boat Race 


Cycling[edit] 


Television(edit] 


e Tour de France: Live on ITV (until 2023), S4C and Eurosport (until 2023) 

e Giro d'Italia: Live on Eurosport to 2020; Live on S4C 

e Vuelta a Espana: Live on Eurosport to 2020; highlights on ITV to 2020 

e UCI World Tour: 30 races live on Eurosport 

e La Course: Live on Eurosport and ITV 

e Paris-Nice: Live on Eurosport; highlights on ITV (until 2023) 

e Critérium du Dauphiné: Live on Eurosport; highlights on ITV (until 2023) 

e UCI Road World Championships: Live on Eurosport to 2020; live on BBC Sport 
e World Track Championships: Live on Eurosport to 2020; live on BBC Sport 

e UCI Cyclo-cross World Championships: Live on Eurosport to 2020 

e UCI Track Cycling World Cup: Live on BBC Sport (UK event only) 

e European Track Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

e Tour of Britain: Live on ITV; highlights on ITV 

e Women's Tour of Britain: Highlights on ITV and Eurosport 

e Tour de Yorkshire: Live on ITV and Eurosport 

e British National Road Race Championships: Live on Eurosport; highlights on ITV 
e RideLondon: Live on BBC Sport until 2019; Live on Eurosport 

e Revolution: Live on Eurosport 

e Halfords Tour Series: Highlights on ITV 


Radioj{edit] 


e BBC Radio 5 Live 
Tour de France: Commentary on BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra and BBC Sport website 


Swimming/[edit] 


Television(edit] 


e World Championships: Live on BBC Sport and Eurosport 

e European Championships: Live on BBC Sport and Eurosport 

e European Short Course Swimming Championships: Live on Eurosport 

e IPC Swimming European Championships: Highlights on Channel 4 until 2020 
e IPC Swimming World Championships: Highlights on Channel 4 until 2020 

e British Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

e National Winter Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

e National Diving Championships: Live on BBC Sport 


Radioj{edit] 


e World Championships: Live commentary on BBC Radio 5 Live Sports Extra 


Triathlon[edit] 
Television(edit] 


e ITU World Series: Live on BBC Sport; all UK rounds and highlights on BBC Sport 
e British Triathlon Super Series: Highlights on Channel 4, Sky Sports and Eurosport 


Gymnastics[edit] 


Television(edit] 


e European Gymnastics Championship: Live on BBC and Eurosport 

e World Gymnastics Championship: Live on BBC 

e Gymnastics World Cup (UK): Live on BBC 

e World Rhythmic Gymnastics Championships: Live on FIG's YouTube channel 
e Trampoline World Championships: Live on FIG's YouTube channel 

e Aerobic Gymnastics World Championships: Live on FIG's YouTube channel 


e Acrobatic Gymnastics World Championships: Live on FIG's YouTube channel 
e British Gymnastic Championships: Live on BBC Sport website in 2017 


Gridiron Football (American Football)[edit] 
Television/Streaming[edit] 


e NFL: 
o NEL International Series: Live on BBC Sport (Wembley games only in 2019) 
and Sky Sports 
NFL Playoffs: Live on Sky Sports 
Super Bowl: Live coverage on BBC Sport and Sky Sports 
Thursday Night Football matches live on Amazon Prime Video and Sky Sports 


Sunday Night Football: Live on Sky Sports 


OoOo O OO 


o Monday Night Football: Live on Sky Sports 

o All Regular Season Games: Live on NFL Gamepass (UK Version) - EXCEPT the 2 
games each week chosen for Sky's Sunday Main Event. TNF, SNF, and MNF 
games are not blacked out as Sky/Amazon do not have exclusive streaming 
rights to these. All blacked-out Sky games (including Playoffs) can be viewed on 
Gamepass after 48 hours. 


NCAA College Football: Live on BT Sport ESPN and ESPN Player 
CFL: Live on BT Sport ESPN 


Sky Sports NFL rights will be up for renewal at the end of 2019/2020 season. 
Radio(edit] 


Live commentary on all Jacksonville Jaguars games and selected other NFL games 
on talkSPORT and talkSPORT 2; Super Bowl live on talkSPORT 


Ice hockeyl|edit] 


Television(edit] 


National Hockey League: Live on Premier Sports/FreeSports until 20212 

Elite League Ice Hockey: Live on FreeSports until 2020 

Champions Hockey League: Live on Premier Sports/FreeSports. 

IIHF World Championships: Division | A and Great Britain national team's games live 
on IIHF's YouTube channel; Division | B live on IIHF's YouTube channel 

Swedish Hockey League: Live on FreeSports until 2020 

Kontinental Hockey League: Playoffs live on FreeSports in 2018 

Spengler Cup: Semi-finals and Final live on FreeSports /Premier Sports until 2021 


Television(edit] 


Men's and Women's Pro Leagues: Live on BT Sport 

Men's and Women's EuroHockey Championships: Live on BBC and EuroHockey TV 
Euro Hockey League: Live on BT Sport!’ and EuroHockey TV 

EuroHockey Club Trophy: Live on EuroHockey TV 

EuroHockey Club Challenge: Live on EuroHockey TV 

EuroHockey Indoor Nations Championship: Live on EuroHockey TV 

EuroHockey Junior Championship: Live on EuroHockey TV 

Men's England Hockey League: Semi-finals and finals live on YouTube. Weekly 
highlights on YouTube. 

Women's England Hockey League: Semi-finals and finals live on YouTube. Weekly 
highlights on YouTube. 

Hockey Super 6's: Live on BBC Sport website in 2018 


Basketball[edit] 
Television(edit] 


e British Basketball League: 24 games live on BBC Sport including Trophy and Cup 
Finals; 15 live games on FreeSports; all games on LiveBasketball.tv 

e Women's British Basketball League: 8 games live on BBC Sport including Trophy and 
Cup Finals 

e National Basketball League (England): Playoff and Cup finals live on 
NBL's YouTube channel 

e NBA: Live on Sky Sports until the end of October 2022 and NBA League Pass 

e WNBA: Live on Sky Sports until the end of October 2022 and WNBA League Pass 

e College Basketball: Live on BT Sport and ESPN Player 

e EuroLeague: Live on Eurosport Player’?! 

e EuroCup Basketball: Live on Eurosport Player 

e Basketball Champions League: Live on Eurosport Player and LiveBasketball.tv 

e FIBA Europe Cup: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e Euroleague Women: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e EuroCup Women: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e Lega Basket Serie A: Live on Eurosport Player 

e Basketball Super League: Live on Eurosport Player 

e Greek Basket League: Live on Eurosport Player 

e FIBA Basketball World Cup: Live on Eurosport 

e FIBA Women's Basketball World Cup: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e FIBA EuroBasket Women: All games live on LiveBasketball.tv. In addition in 2019, 
Great Britain's quarter-final was shown on FreeSports and their semi-final and the 
third-place play-off were shown on the BBC Sport website 

e FIBA Under-19 Basketball World Cup: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e FIBA Under-19 Women's Basketball World Cup: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e FIBA U20 European Championship: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e FIBA U18 Women's European Championship: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e FIBA 3x3 World Cup: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e FIBA 3x3 World Tour: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e Wheelchair Basketball World Championship: Live on FIBA YouTube channel 

e European Wheelchair Basketball Championship: Live on the Paralympic 
Games YouTube channel. During the 2019 women's championship, Great Britain's 
semi-final and the final were also shown on the BBC Sport website 

e British Wheelchair Basketball National Leagues: Championship games, select 
Women's League games and Junior League final live on British Wheelchair 
Basketball YouTube channel 


Baseballledit] 
Television(edit] 


e Major League Baseball: Live on BT Sport and MLB.tv; 25 free live games every 
season on YouTube 

e College Baseball: Regular season games live on ESPN Player. College World 
Series games also live on BT Sport 


e Minor League Baseball: Live on MiLB.tv 

e Australian Baseball League: Live on ABL's YouTube channel 

e WBSC Premier12: TBC for 2019 

e U-23 Baseball World Cup: Live on WBSC's YouTube channel 

e U-15 Baseball World Cup: Live on WBSC's YouTube channel 

e Women's Baseball World Cup: Live on WBSC's YouTube channel 


Softball[ edit] 
Television(edit] 


e College Softball: Regular season games live on ESPN Player. Select Women's College 
World Series games also live on BT Sport 

e Women's Softball World Championship: Live on WBSC's YouTube channel 

e Men's Softball World Championship: Live on WBSC's YouTube channel 

e junior Men's Softball World Championship: Live on WBSC's YouTube channel 


Winter sports[edit] 
Television(edit] 


e Winter Olympics: Live on Eurosport and BBC until 2022 

e Winter Paralympics: Live on Channel 4 until 2018 

e Alpine Skiing World Cup: Live on Eurosport until 2020-21; highlights of selected 
European races on BBC Sport with some live on BBC Sport 

e Cross-Country Skiing World Cup: Live on Eurosport until 2020-21 

e Freestyle Skiing World Cup: Live on Eurosport until 2020-21 

e Nordic Combined World Cup: Live on Eurosport until 2020-21 

e Ski Jumping World Cup: Live on Eurosport until 2020-21 

e Snowboard World Cup: Live on Eurosport until 2020-21 

e Alpine Skiing World Championships: Live on Eurosport until 2021 and BBC Sport 

Freestyle Skiing & Snowboard World Championships: Live on Eurosport until 2017 

Nordic Skiing World Championships: Live on Eurosport until 2021 

Bobsleigh World Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

Skeleton World Championships: Live on BBC Sport 

Bobsleigh World Cup: Live on BBC Sport 

Skeleton World Cup: Live on BBC Sport 

Luge World Championships: Live on Eurosport 

Luge World Cup: Live on Eurosport 

e World Figure Skating Championships: Live on Eurosport and BBC Sport 

e European Figure Skating Championships: Live on Eurosport 


Sailing[edit] 
Television(edit] 


e America's Cup: Live on BT Sport; highlights on BBC Sport 
e Sailing World Championships: Live on BBC Sport 


Gaelic games[edit] 
Television(edit] 


e GAA: 20 live games on Sky Sports including All-Ireland football and hurling semi- 
finals and final until 2021; 26 GAA Championship games and 30 Allianz League 
games on Premier Sports until 2020 

e Ulster Senior Football Championship: Live games on BBC including Ulster Football 
Final until 2020; live RTE televised Ulster matches until 2020 


Radioj{edit] 


e BBC Radio Ulster 


GAA live coverage of the Ulster Club and Ulster Senior Football Championships, and 
games in the National League, qualifiers and All-Ireland Championship involving Ulster 
counties until 2017 


Shinty[edit] 
Television(edit] 


e Live coverage of Premier Division matches plus Camanachd Cup Final, Macaulay 
Cup Final and Scotland v Ireland shinty-hurling international on BBC 


Netball[edit] 
Television[edit] 


Netball Superleague: Live on Sky Sports 

ANZ Premiership: Live on Sky Sports 

International Netball Super Series: Live on Sky Sports 

2019 Netball World Cup: all matches live on Sky Sports; day four matches onwards 
live on BBC 


Badminton[edit] 
Television[edit] 
e National Badminton League: Live on BT Sport 


e All England Badminton Championships: Live on BBC Sport website until 2021 
e Scottish Open Grand Prix: Live on BBC Sport website in 2017 


Squash[edit] 
Television(edit] 
e World Squash Championships: Live on BT Sport!91195) 


e PSA World Series: Live on BT Sport and Eurosport Player 
e British National Squash Championships: Live on BBC Sport website 


Bowls[edit] 


Television[edit] 


World Indoor Bowls Championships: Live on BBC Sport 
Scottish International Indoor Open: Live on BBC Sport 
Waterloo Championship: Live on ITV 


Table tennis[edit] 


Television[edit] 


World Table Tennis Championships: Live on Eurosport until 20208 
Table Tennis World Cup: Live on Eurosport until 2020 

ITTF World Tour (including Grand Finals): Live on Eurosport until 2020 
European Table Tennis Championships: Live on Eurosport until 2020 
Europe Top 16 Cup: Live on Eurosport until 2020 

World Championship of Ping Pong: Live on Sky Sports 

English National Championships: Live on BBC Sport 


Australian rules football[edit] 


Television(edit] 


Australian Football League: Live on BT Sport 

Victorian Football League: One live game per week on AFL 

Victoria's YouTube channel 

VFL Women's: One live game per week on AFL Victoria's YouTube channel 
North East Australian Football League: Live on NEAFL's YouTube channel 


Futsal[edit] 
Television(edit] 


FA National Futsal League: Live on BT Sport 

FIFA Futsal World Cup: TBA (2020) 

UEFA Futsal Champions League: Live on YouTube (Final four only) 
UEFA Futsal Euro: TBA (2022) 

UEFA Women's Futsal Championship: Live on YouTube (Final four only) 
UEFA Under-19 Futsal Championship: Live on BBC Sport 


Archery/edit] 


Television(edit] 


World Archery Championships: Live on World Archery's YouTube channel 
Archery World Cup: Live on World Archery's YouTube channel 


Handball[edit] 
Television(edit] 


e EHF Champions League: Live on ehfTV 

e EHF Cup: Live on ehfTV 

e EHF Challenge Cup: Live on ehfTV 

e Women's EHF Champions League: Live on ehfTV 

e Women's EHF Cup: Live on ehfTV 

e Women's EHF Challenge Cup: Live on ehfTV 

e SEHA League: Live on ehfTV 

e European Men's Handball Championship: Live on ehfTV 

e European Women's Handball Championship: Live on ehfTV 

e European Men's U-20 Handball Championship: Live on ehfTV 

e European Women's U-19 Handball Championship: Live on ehfTV 
e European Men's U-18 Handball Championship: Live on ehfTV 

e European Women's U-17 Handball Championship: Live on ehfTV 


e IHF Men's Junior World Championship: Live on IHF's YouTube channel 
e IHF Men's Emerging Nations Championship: Live on IHF's YouTube channel 


Volleyball[edit] _ 
Television[edit] 


e FIVB Volleyball Men's World Championship: Live on VolleyballWorld.tv 

e FIVB Volleyball Women's World Championship: Live on VolleyballWorld.tv 

e FIVB Volleyball Men's World Cup: Live on VolleyballWorld.tv 

e FIVB Volleyball Women's World Cup: Live on VolleyballWorld.tv 

e FIVB Volleyball Men's Nations League: Live on VolleyballWorld.tv 

e FIVB Volleyball Women's Nations League: Live on VolleyballWorld.tv 

e Men's European Volleyball Championship: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e Women's European Volleyball Championship: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e Men's European Volleyball League: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e Women's European Volleyball League: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e FIVB Volleyball Men's Club World Championship: Live on VolleyballWorld.tv 

e CEV Champions League: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e CEV Women's Champions League: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e CEV Cup: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e Women's CEV Cup: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e CEV Challenge Cup: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e CEV Women's Challenge Cup: Live on EuroVolley TV 

e College Volleyball: Live on ESPN Player. National Championship games live on BT 
Sport ESPN 
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English football on television has been broadcast since 1938. Since the 
establishment of the Premier League in 1992, English football has become a very 
lucrative industry. As of the 2013-14 season, domestic television rights for the 20-team 
Premier League are worth £1 billion a year.” The league generates €2.2 billion per year 
in domestic and international television rights.” 


Contracts[edit] 
Main article: Sports broadcasting contracts in the United Kingdom § Association football 


Early history[edit] 
Early years(edit] 


The BBC started its television service in 1936, although it was nearly a year before the 
very first televised match of football was screened - a specially-arranged friendly 

match between Arsenal and Arsenal Reserves at Highbury on 16 September 1937. This 
was followed by the first televised international match, 

between England and Scotland on 9 April 1938, and the first televised FA Cup final 
followed soon after, on 30 April the same year, between Huddersfield Town and Preston 


North End.“ 


In October 1946, the first live televised football match was broadcast by the BBC from 
Barnet's home ground Underhill. Twenty minutes of the game against Wealdstone were 
televised in the first half and thirty five minutes of the second half before it became too 
dark. 


However, coverage of football television did not expand and for the next two decades 
the only matches screened were FA Cup finals and the odd England v. Scotland match. 
The first FA Cup tie other than the final to be shown was a fifth round match 

between Charlton Athletic and Blackburn Rovers on 8 February 1947, but matches were 
sparing and only games in London could be broadcast, for technical reasons. 


The dawn of regular coverage(edit] 


The advent of floodlighting led to the creation of the European Cup, designed as a 
midweek cup competition for the champions of European nations, in 1955. The newly 
formed British television station ITV saw televised football as an ideal way of gaining a 
share of the audience from their only rival broadcaster, the BBC. The BBC meanwhile, 
started showing brief highlights of matches (with a maximum of five minutes) on its 
Saturday-night Sports Special programme from 10 September 1955, until its 
cancellation in 1963. The first games featured were both from Division One — Luton 


Town v Newcastle United and Charlton Athletic v Everton. Kenneth 
Wolstenholme and Cliff Michelmore were the commentators.“ 


An early attempt at live league football was made in 1960-61, when ITV agreed a deal 
worth £150,000 with the Football League to screen 26 matches; the very first live 
league match was on Saturday 10 September 1960 between Blackpool and Bolton 
Wanderers at Bloomfield Road. The match kicked off at 6:50 pm with live coverage 
starting at 7:30 under the title The Big Game. A major blow to the TV moguls was the 
absence of big box-office draw Stanley Matthews through injury, and the game ended 1- 
0 to Bolton in front of a half-empty stadium. 


However, ITV withdrew from the deal after first Arsenal and then Tottenham 

Hotspur refused them permission to shoot at their matches against Newcastle 

United and Aston Villa respectively, and the Football League demanded a dramatic 
increase in player appearance payments.= Both matches received highlights coverage 
from the BBC on Sports Special instead. 


However, ITV moved again into football, albeit tentatively, in 1962 when Anglia 
Television launched Match of the Week, which showed highlights of matches from 
around East Anglia. The first match shown was Ipswich Town's 3-2 defeat at the hands 
of Wolves at Portman Road on 22 September 1962. Tyne Tees Television in the North 
East of England began broadcasting local matches soon after under the title Shoot. 
League football was soon to gain a nationwide audience once more. In 1964, the BBC 
introduced Match of the Day - originally shown on BBC2 and intended to train BBC 
cameramen for the forthcoming 1966 World Cup. The first match was Liverpool's 3-2 
victory over Arsenal at Anfield on 22 August, and the estimated audience of 20,000 was 
considerably less than the number of paying customers at the ground. At the time BBC2 
could only be received in the London area, although by the end of Match of the Day's 
first season it could be sampled in the Midlands. The programme transferred to BBC1 in 
the wake of England's 1966 World Cup win and at last could be received by television 
viewers across the UK. 


The World Cupj/edit] 
See also: List of FIFA World Cup broadcasters 


There was live coverage of World Cup football on UK screens in 1954 and 1958 - 
however only selected matches were available. In 1954, Kenneth 

Wolstenholme provided commentary on the few televised matches for BBC 

from Switzerland - including the quarter-final between Hungary and Brazil. 

A thunderstorm over the Alps cut off the picture and many irate viewers wrote in to 
complain that the BBC had pulled the plug.“ The 1958 tournament in Sweden saw a 
greater range of matches thanks to the new Eurovision Network; the BBC and ITV both 
screened matches, although the networks had to overcome opposition to the coverage 
from the Scottish FA, who were worried that attendances at Junior football matches 
might be hit.2a The 1962 World Cup in Chile was covered in delayed form by the BBC 
with film having to be carried by air via the United States back to Britain. Matches were 
generally seen three days after they were played, though every match was covered by 
the BBC with commentary. 


With intercontinental communications satellites in their infancy and videotape a new 
advance, the first tournament to gain widespread international live coverage was 

the 1966 tournament, which was held in England. The tournament, which England won, 
increased the popularity of the sport. With more football viewers than ever, Match of the 
Day thrived — switching from BBC Two to BBC One to reach a wider audience. ITV's 


regional coverage had also expanded during this period with London weekend 
company ATV launching Star Soccer in October 1965, Southern Television's Southern 
Soccer and ABC's World of Soccer also began to appear regularly in the WV 

Times Sunday schedules. London Weekend Television's The Big Match started in 1968, 
and eventually the entire ITV network's football coverage would be broadcast under its 
title. 


Rise of live League coverage{edit] 


The demand for football grew through the 1970s and early 1980s, and the decision to 
start screening live league matches was almost inevitable; a deal was struck for the 
start of the 1983-84 season and the first live league match since 1960 was screened on 
ITV, between Tottenham Hotspur and Nottingham Forest, on 2 October 1983. Spurs 
would also feature in the BBC's first live league match at Manchester United on a Friday 
night a few weeks later. 


By the late 1980s the value of live TV coverage had rocketed; while a two-year contract 
for rights in 1983 had cost just £5.2m, the four-year contract exclusively landed by ITV 
in 1988 cost £44m, a fourfold increase per year. There was now a situation where live 
football was on TV almost every Sunday afternoon from about November onwards, as 
ITV screened top-flight football most weeks and the BBC had the rights to the FA_ 

Cup that occupied other weekends. 


With top-flight football proving particularly lucrative, in 1992 the clubs of the Football 
League First Division voted to quit the league en masse and set up their own league, 
the Premier League. They eventually opted to agree a deal with Sky Sports rather than 
ITV or the BBC, meaning leading live top-flight football was no longer available 

on terrestrial television. ITV continued to show second tier matches on a regional basis 
for the next four seasons until they also transferred to Sky Sports, apart from one 
season (2001-02) when they were shown on its unsuccessful ITV Digital platform. 


Premier League era/edit] 


Football on television today/edit] 
See also: Premier League media coverage 


Fans watch an England international in HDTV in a cinema, 2006 


Coverage of Premier League now dominates football on English television, especially in 
financial terms; the contracts agreed between the league and broadcasters BSkyB in 
1992 and 1997 were worth £191.5m and £670m respectively. Sky were also able to 


show more live games than previously, with several games live on many matchdays 
(originally Sundays and Mondays). However, the European Union objected to what it 
saw as a monopoly on television rights and demanded the 2007 contract be split into 
separate packages of 23 games; eventually Sky won four of the six available packages, 
with the other two were taken by Setanta Sports. Setanta went bankrupt in 2009 with 
its packages taken over by ESPN. From 2010/11, Sky have five packages and ESPN one. 
The top tier still has a presence on terrestrial television in highlights form on Match of 
the Day.“ 


From the 2009/10 season, live coverage of the Football League returned to British 
terrestrial television for the first time since 2001 with the BBC securing 10 live 
Championship (second tier) games per season, as well as Football League highlights 
after Match of the Day. Sky also showed live lower league football while Setanta also 
showed large numbers of Conference National games before the channels demise. 


There is also extensive coverage of numerous Cup competitions. Every match in 
the Champions League (formerly European Cup) is available on BT Sport. BT Sport and 
the BBC broadcast the FA Cup while Sky show the League Cup. ITV and BT Sport show 


the Europa League with even the Football League Trophy getting live television 
exposure on Sky Sports. 


Premier League satellite decoder case/edit] 


English football on television 


Court European Court of Justice 
Citation(s) C-403/08 
C-429/08 


The Premier League holds an exclusive contract with broadcasters British Sky 
Broadcasting. Some public houses install foreign satellite television decoders hardware 
to enable customers to watch live Premier League games in their establishment. 


The Court of Justice of the European Union has ruled that EU law on the free movement 
of goods should be applied to the decoder cards. 


In 2007 Karen Murphy, a Portsmouth publican, was convicted under s297(1) of the 
Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 (CDPA), in that on two occasions she: “... 
dishonestly received a programme included in a broadcasting service provided from a 
place in the United Kingdom with intent to avoid payment of any charge applicable to 
the reception of the programme.’ In 2012, the European Court ruled that blocking 
foreign satellite TV breached EU single market rules.“21 The English high court quashed 
Mrs Murphy's convictions. 


Worldwide coverage(edit] 


This article's factual accuracy may be compromised due to 
Co out-of-date information. Please update this article to reflect 


recent events or newly available information. (September 2016) 


Promoted as "The Greatest Show On Earth",“2241 the Premier League is the most- 
watched football league in the world, broadcast in 212 territories to 643 million homes 
and a potential TV audience of 4.7 billion people;.22 The Premier League's production 
arm, Premier League Productions, is operated by IMG Productions and is responsible for 
producing all content for its international television partners. 


United States| edit] 


In the United States, coverage for most of the 2000s and early 2010s was shared 
between Fox Soccer/Fox Soccer Plus and ESPN, with Fox Deportes and ESPN 

Deportes holding Spanish language rights.“ NBC Sports (primarily 

through NBCSN, NBC, CNBC, and USA Network) replaced ESPN and Fox Soccer as the 
exclusive broadcaster of the league in the US (in both English and 

Spanish; Telemundo and NBC Universo now carry Spanish-language coverage) 
beginning in the 2013-14 season, as the result of a new three-year, 

$250 million USD deal with the league, including 20 matches that start at 5:30pm UK 
time on Saturdays free-to-air on the main NBC network (12:30pm American Eastern). 

un Other games are carried through gametime-only channels known as "Premier League 
Extra Time", and all games are carried through NBC Sports' website and the NBC Sports 
mobile app with TV Everywhere authentication, with USA Network carrying matches in 
lieu of NBCSN during the 2014 Winter Olympics and 2016 Summer Olympics. Beginning 
with the 2017-18 season, all matches not shown on the linear TV channels will be 
available on Premier League Pass, a subscription service hosted by NBC Sports Gold.2# 
u3 Survival Sunday coverage (under the banner Championship Sunday) will be carried 
on the last match day by ten NBCUniversal networks, along with Telemundo and munz2. 
201 ESPN properties air the FA Cup from 2018/19 season through subscription service 
hosted by ESPN+,2) 


On 10 August 2015 NBC Sports announced it had reached a six-year extension with the 
Premier League to broadcast the football league through the 2021-22 season. The 
value of the licensing deal rose by 100% with the deal estimated to be worth $1 billion 
(£640 million); double the previous value.“ Traditionally a three-year deal, NBC Sports 
were able to double that length, as Premier League viewership on NBC and NBCSN 
averaged a record 479,000 viewers in the 2014-15 season — up 9% from the record 
NBC Sports set during its debut covering the Premier League in 2013-14 (438,000 
viewers), and up 118% from 2012-13, when coverage still aired on Fox 

Soccer and ESPN/ESPN2 (220,000 viewers).22 Along with improved ratings, NBC Sports 
has been widely praised for its coverage of the Premier League, while Fox Sports and 
ESPN have been criticized for neglecting coverage, in favour of other major U.S. 

sports they also cover, 2l2zz81291 


Asia[edit] 


The Premier League is particularly popular in Asia, where it is the most widely 
distributed sports programme. In India, the matches are broadcast live on Star Sports. 
Premier League broadcasts began in India in August 1996. Liverpool's 2-0 victory over 
Arsenal was the first Monday night game broadcast.24 In China, data from 2003 
suggested that matches were attracting television audiences between 100 million and 
360 million, more than any other foreign sport.&2 In 2012, Chinese rights were awarded 
to Super Sports in a six-year agreement that began in the 2013/14 season. Due to its 
popularity in Asia, the league has held four pre-season tournaments there, the only 
Premier League affiliated tournaments ever to have been held outside England. 

e4 The Premier League Asia Trophy has been played in Malaysia, Thailand, Hong Kong 
and China and involves three Premier League clubs playing against a prominent team 
from the host nation, often the national side. 


Other| edit] 


In Canada, Sportsnet owned the Premier League rights for three years from the 2010-11 
season. Select games (particularly those aired by ESPN) were sub-licensed to TSN. 

ea Starting in the 2013-14 season, the matches are divided between Sportsnet and TSN: 
some of TSN's broadcasts utilize the NBC Sports feed rather than the primary world 
feed. Sportsnet holds rights to the FA Cup, although all but the finals are televised on its 
subscription service Sportsnet World. 


In Australia, Optus broadcasts all of the season's 380 matches live, on-demand replays 
and highlights, through monthly subscription. As of 2019/2020 season there will no 
longer be a FTA broadcaster.24 


Figures from UK tourism body VisitBritain suggest that 750,000 visitors to Britain 
attended a Premier League match in 2010, spending a total £595 million and an 
average of £766. Visitors from Norway are most likely to come to watch Premier League 
football, with one in 13 Norwegian tourists travelling specifically to attend matches. 
Second on the list is the United Arab Emirates. For those visiting family and friends, the 
most likely to watch a football match are from Japan, China and Australia. 2% 


Kick-off times[edit] 
Premier League(edit] 


Each weekend as many as six Premier League matches will be moved to be shown 

on Sky Sports or BT Sport. The main kick-off times for TV matches are 12:30pm and 
5:30pm on Saturdays, 2:00pm and 4:30pm on Sundays, and 8pm on Mondays. For up to 
10 matches each season, there is also a Friday night 8pm TV slot. Other matches may 
also be moved to Sunday, usually because one of the teams involved played in a UEFA 
Europa League fixture the preceding Thursday. This can sometimes result in 12pm, 
2:15pm and 4:30pm Sunday kick-offs, with the 12:00 game sometimes being broadcast 
on BT Sport. The 2:15pm game will sometimes kick off at 2:05pm. 


Sky Sports will almost always show a Saturday 17:30pm as well as a Sunday 4:30pm 
game live, typically following a Sunday 2pm kick off as part of a Super Sunday double- 
bill. Two matches per midweek round will also be picked for live broadcast by BT Sport 
on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings at either 7:45pm or 8pm. 


BT Sport typically broadcast live Premier League games at 5:30pm on Saturdays. 


Each broadcaster is subjected to restrictions on the number of times they can show 
each team live per season to ensure fair distribution of TV revenue. Similarly, each team 
must appear at least once in each TV slot. 


Football League(edit] 


All televised Football League games are broadcast on SkySports, with 2 games (usually 
Championship) per weekend broadcast at 7:45pm on a Friday and 12:30pm ona 
Saturday. Other games may be additionally scheduled at different times. 


3pm "Blackout" [edit] 


In the 1960s, Burnley F.C. chairman Bob Lord successfully convinced fellow Football 
League chairmen that televised matches on a Saturday afternoon would have a 
negative effect on the attendances of other football league games that were not being 
televised and as a result reduce their financial income. 


As a result, the FA, Premier League and Football League do not permit English matches 
to be televised live between 2:45pm and 5:15pm on a Saturday within the United 
Kingdom. Until recently, the FA Cup Final was an exception and was broadcast at 3pm 
on a Saturday in May; however, in 2012, the FA Cup Final was moved to 5pm. 


Foreign matches shown in the United Kingdom are also affected by the blackout; Eleven 
Sports do not broadcast the first 15 minutes of Italian Serie A matches which kick off at 
5pm UK time. 


In February 2011, Advocate General Kokott of the European Court of Justice opined that 
the "closed periods" did not encourage match attendance at other league games. 


It is, in fact, doubtful whether closed periods are capable of encouraging attendance at matches and 
participation in matches. Both activities have a completely different quality to the following of a live 
transmission on television. It has not been adequately shown to the Court that the closed periods 
actually encourage attendance at and participation in matches. Indeed, there is evidence to refute this 
claim: for example, in an investigation of the closed periods under competition law the Commission 
found that only 10 of 22 associations had actually adopted a closed period. No closed periods were 
adopted in France, Germany, Italy and Spain, or in Northern Ireland, that is to say, within the sphere of 
influence of English football. 


Advocate General Kokott of the European Court of Justice?! 


To avoid this blackout, the last day of the Premier League, when all ten games must 
kick off simultaneously, is always played on a Sunday. The final round of fixtures each of 
the Football Leagues are also scheduled away from 3pm on a Saturday in order to 
broadcast one or more games live. 


Live radio broadcasts are permitted, both nationally and locally; these may be simulcast 
on the internet, depending on the broadcaster. Viewers outside the UK can still watch 
these games live on foreign broadcasters, thus creating somewhat of a grey 

market within the UK with viewers able to subscribe to or watch streams of foreign 
channels. 


The Premier League and Sky maintain that, while grey market viewing of games is not 
illegal on the part of the viewer, it is illegal for anyone (such as a public house) to make 
such services openly available. This has in the past led to heavy fines for public houses 
in the United Kingdom which have shown 3pm games in their establishments. More 
recently, the legality of such fines has been disputed, and a number of Crown Court 
cases have been reported in which publicans successfully challenged the Premier 
League's position.“ 


In recent years, Sky Sports have shown a 3pm game in full, on tape delay via 
their Game of the Day show, with extended highlights of the other 3pm games shown 
after, on Match Choice. 
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BBC Weather 


BIBIC 


WEATHER 


BBC department 


Broadcasting 


Headquarters Broadcasting House, 
London 


’ 


United Kingdom 


Area served United Kingdom 


The rest of the world 


Products BBC Radio 
BBC Television 
BBC Online 

Owner BBC 

Website BBC Weather 


BBC Weather is a department of the BBC responsible for the preparation and 
broadcasting of weather forecasts. The information is provided by MeteoGroup. 


(Previously, the Meteorological Office had been the BBC's provider of weather 
information for 94 years up to 2017.) 


History[edit] 


George Cowling presented the first in-vision forecast on 11 January 1954. 


The first BBC weather forecast was a shipping forecast, broadcast on the radio on behalf 
of the Met Office on 14 November 1922, and the first daily weather forecast was 
broadcast on 26 March 1923. 


In 1936, the BBC experimented with the world's first televised weather maps, which was 
brought into practice in 1949 after World War Il. The map filled the entire screen, with 
an off-screen announcer reading the next day's weather. 


Advancement of technology/edit] 


On 11 January 1954, the first in-vision weather forecast was broadcast, presented 

by George Cowling. In an in-vision the narrator stands in front of the map. At that point, 
the maps were drawn by hand in the London Weather Centre, before being couriered 
across London.2" The forecasts were presented by the same person who had composed 
them, and had relatively low accuracy. The London Weather Centre which opened in 
1959 took the responsibility for the national radio weather broadcasts. Radio forecasters 
were chosen by a BBC audition from the forecasters at the London Weather Centre. “151 


In 1962, the installation of a fax machine and an electronic computer in the Met Office 
led to more accurate and quicker forecasting. 


Satellite photography was available from 1964, but was of a poor quality and was given 
on paper, with the coastline etched in felt-tip pen. This did not change until 1973 with 
the installation of a new computer, increasing processing power of the Weather Centre 
greatly, leading to forecasts twice as accurate as earlier ones. 


Graphical technology/edit] 


Michael Fish presents a weather forecast in 1974. 


As computational capability improved, so did graphics technology. Early hand-drawn 
maps gave way to magnetic symbols, which in turn gave way 
to bluescreen (CSO) computer-generated imagery technology, each of which allowed 
the presenter greater control over the information displayed. 


Early magnetic symbols tended to adhere poorly to the maps, and occasional spelling 
errors (such as the presenter writing 'GOF' instead of 'FOG') marred some broadcasts, 
but allowed the presenter to show how weather would change over time. The symbols 
were designed to be 'self-explicit', allowing the viewer to understand the map without a 
key or legend. 


These were phased out in 1985 for computer graphics, although the basic design of 
symbols was kept the same. These forecasts were widely acclaimed for their simplicity, 
winning an award from the Royal Television Society in 1993.4 


On 2 October 2000, BBC Weather underwent a more significant change. Whilst there 
was not much change to the existing weather symbols new symbols giving information 
on pollen and sun levels were introduced. A new more detailed map of Britain was used 
based on satellite data. 


Great Storm of 1987 controversy (edit! 


Possibly, the most famous of the forecasters is the now semi-retired Michael Fish. 
Famous for his informal manner and eccentric dress sense (he once wore a blue and 
green blazer emblazoned with all the weather symbols), he was a viewer favourite 
despite an unfortunate comment before the Great Storm of 1987. 


During a weather forecast some hours before the storm, Michael Fish started his 
forecast with the now infamous line "Earlier on today, apparently, a woman rang the 
BBC and said she heard there was a hurricane on the way. Well, if you're watching, 
don't worry, there isn't". Although he was factually correct, as it is impossible for a 
proper hurricane to reach the UK latitudes, and he was actually referring to a Florida 
hurricane (Floyd), and he went on to accurately forecast stormy conditions over the 
south of England, the statement has gone down in popular culture as one of the worst 
mistakes made so publicly. 


Weatherscape XT Graphics (2005-2018) (edit) 
Thee | 


Alex Deakin presents a 2013 weather forecast from New Broadcasting House 


The weather symbols were replaced in May 2005 after 29 years and 9 months on air by 
a controversial format as the forecast underwent another redesign, with the flat map 
replaced by a 3D globe, and weather conditions shown by coloured areas. Cloud 

cover is indicated by the brightness of the map, while rain and snow are indicated by 
animated blue and white areas respectively.” The graphics are provided by 
Weatherscape XT, which was developed by the commercial arm of the New 

Zealand Metservice."! 


The move polarised opinion; some saw it as more accurate and modern, while others 
disliked the brown colour chosen for the landmass and the presumed high cost of the 
graphics. The angling of the map, in order to show the curvature of the Earth, led 

to Scotland appearing little larger than Devon, and Shetland being almost invisible while 
exaggerating London and the South East. This led to many Scottish commentators 
accusing the BBC of having a London bias. As a result, the map was realigned, and the 
moving tour of the UK was lengthened. 


The new look won a prestigious Silver Award at the Promax/BDA Awards in 2006. 

ua Criticism has continued, however, with some viewers complaining about the colour 
scheme, and of a lack of detail in the forecast about weather developments beyond 36 
hours. There have been continuous developments. In 2006, a rippling effect was 
introduced to define seas and oceans.“ 


BBC Weather Service switch to MeteoGroup/edit] 


On 23 August 2015, the BBC announced that the Met Office would lose its contract to 
provide weather forecasts, the BBC stating that it is legally obliged to ensure that 
licence fee payers get the best value for money.“2 The BBC said that the on-air 
presenting team was not expected to change and it would still broadcast warnings from 


the Met Office National Severe Weather Warning Service and Shipping Forecast issued 
on behalf of the Maritime and Coastguard Agency.“ 


A competitive tendering process followed, with MeteoGroup chosen as the new provider 
in August 2016.24 


Public feedback in January 2018 regarding the subsequent updates and changes to the 
BBC Website and associated weather applications for mobile devices were generally 
critical. On 6 February 2018, the BBC began using the MeteoGroup graphics. 


The redesign includes: 


e aseasonal "window on the weather" at the start of each bulletin 

e green land 

e high quality moving graphics reproduce detailed weather conditions represented by 
high-resolution data 

e more "realistic mapping" 

e a "realistic globe" to display a "variety of data from falling snow particles to areas 
likely to see the aurora" 

e forecasts that offer "improved accessibility for users with colour-blindness" 

e the possibility to "customise both TV and online forecasts, zooming in on particular 
areas to provide a more detailed forecast" 

e a'chance of precipitation’ feature on the app 

e a'feels like' factor, for the app, that determines how cold it feels outside, 
particularly in different wind conditions 

e up toa 7-day forecast on TV and radio 

e upto 14 days of hourly forecasts for more UK and international locations—online 
and on the app2221 


Many weather watchers were highly critical of the new design, with widespread criticism 
voiced across the media. Many used the comments section of the blog! written by 
Michael Burnett, the BBC Executive responsible to voice their complaints. The blog entry 
dated 22 January 2018 was originally aimed at positively promoting the changes, but 
this appeared to have the opposite effect when the blog post generated well over 1000 
mostly critical comments in under 10 days2” include references to the changes as "the 
opposite of improvements", "utterly laughable", "completely cluttered and confusing" as 
well as "woefully inaccurate”. In response, the BBC appears to have removed the links 
to Michael Burnetts blog from both the main BBC homepage and the BBC weather 
homepage, a move that was also criticised openly among many of those commenting. 


National forecasters[edit] 
National forecasters still provide forecasts for local news programmes. 


Current([edit] 


e Philip Avery 


e Darren Bett 

e Stav Danaos 

e Chris Fawkes 

e Alina Jenkins 

e Sarah Keith-Lucas 
e Simon King 

e Carol Kirkwood 

e Louise Lear 

e Lucy Martin 


e Nick Miller 
e Susan Powell 
e Ben Rich 


e Tomasz Schafernaker 


e Matt Taylor 
e Helen Willetts 


Former edit] 


e jim Bacon 

e Suzanne Charlton 
e Peter Cockroft 

e Daniel Corbett 

e George Cowling 
e Bernard Davey 

e Alex Deakin 

e Richard Edgar 

e Barbara Edwards 
e Michael Fish 

e Bert Foord 

e Everton Fox 

e Peter Gibbs 

e Bill Giles 

e John Hammond 


e John Kettley 


e Isobel Lang 
e Tori Lacey 


e Kirsty McCabe 
e Jan McCaskill 


e Rob McElwee 

e Nina Ridge 

e Elizabeth Saary 

e Jack Scott 

e Laura Tobin 

e Penny Tranter 

e Sarah Wilmshurst 
e Francis Wilson 

e Jay Wynne 

e Helen Young 


Online forecasts/edit] 


The BBC Weather website provides outlook weather forecasts for UK and international 
locations using animated symbols and a format similar in design to that used for the 
televised broadcasts. The website launched in 1997. 


The website also runs frequent special features about seasonal sports, white Christmas, 
nature, and meteorological science. It also has world weather, UK outlook, and weather 
news. 


BBC Weather apps/[edit] 


On 20 May 2013, the BBC released the BBC Weather App for both iOS devices (although 
initially not optimised for iPad)?» and Android devices (via the Google Play Store). Both 
versions were designed by Media Applications Technologies, and their data source was 
the Met Office.22! 


See also[edit] 


EIGBBC portal 


e National, regional, and retired BBC weather forecasters 
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BBC Monitoring 


GEIE MONITORING 


Formation 1939 
Headquarters London 

Leader Liz Howell 

Parent organization BBC 

Website monitoring.bbc.co.uk 


BBC Monitoring (often abbreviated to BBC™M) is a division of the British Broadcasting 
Corporation which monitors, and reports on, mass media worldwide. Based at New 


Broadcasting House, the BBC's headquarters in central London, it has overseas bureaux 
in Cairo, Delhi, Istanbul, Jerusalem, Kabul, Kiev, Miami, Moscow, Nairobi, Ramallah, Tash 
kent and Tbilisi. 


A signals-receiving station for BBC Monitoring is at Crowsley Park in South Oxfordshire, 
close to BBCM's former (1943-2018) HQ at Caversham Park. The service's first home 
(1939-1943) was at Wood Norton in Worcestershire. 


BBC Monitoring selects and translates information from radio, television, press, news 
agencies and the Internet from 150 countries in more than 100 languages. Reporting 
produced by the service is used as open-source intelligence by elements of the British 
Government and commercial customers. The BBC announced in July 2017 that it 
planned to sell the site at Caversham Park and move employees to London, which took 
place in May 2018. 


History[edit] 


The organisation was formed in 1939 to provide the British Government with access to 
foreign media and propaganda. It provided the government with valuable information 
during World War Il, particularly in places where foreign journalists were banned. The 
organisation played an important role in helping observers keep track of developments 
during the Cold War, the disintegration of the Iron Curtain and collapse of the Soviet 
Union. Also monitored were the Yugoslav Wars and the Middle East. 


Funding[edit] 


Although administratively and editorially part of the BBC, until 2013 BBC Monitoring did 
not receive any funding from the licence fee; instead it was funded directly by 

its stakeholders as well as by subscriptions from official and commercial bodies 
throughout the world. The principal stakeholder is the Cabinet Office and subscriptions 
are also received from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, the Ministry of 

Defence and the BBC World Service. Other customers include other government 
departments, private sector and third sector bodies. 


In the 2010 BBC licence fee settlement, the BBC agreed to take on the government's 
funding of BBC Monitoring from 2013/2014," finding the £25 million required from the 
licence fee. 


Reported on BBC News (17 January 2011), BBC Monitoring cut 72 posts following a 
£3 million cut in funding over the next two years. Director of BBC Monitoring, Chris 
Westcott, said: "Regrettably service cuts and post closures are inevitable given the 
scale of the cut in funding." 


The proposal is to cut £3m from the service's costs by closing the 72 posts — about 
16% of its staff — but it expects to create 18 new posts. Mr Westcott added that a 
period of consultation with staff on the plans were due to begin shortly. The BBC agreed 
to finance Monitoring from 2013/14 as part of the 2010 licence fee settlement which 
froze the annual colour licence fee at £145.50 for six years. The agreement also saw the 
corporation agree to take over the Foreign Office-funded World Service from 2014. 


The House of Commons Foreign Affairs and Defence Committees strongly condemned 
the gradual scaling down of BBC Monitoring's capabilities in two separate reports 
published in late 2016. The reports claimed that BBC Monitoring's operations have been 


adversely affected by cuts. Both Committees demanded proper funding to ensure BBC 
Monitoring's future 


Leadership[edit] 


Chris Westcott left BBC Monitoring in March 2015 having been its Director since April 
2003, and was succeeded by Lucio Mesquita until he left the BBC in 2016. Sara Beck 
served as the director of BBC Monitoring starting from February 2016. Liz Howell has 
been the Director of BBC Monitoring since March 2019, me m 
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For the Iron Maiden album, see BBC Archives (album). 


Not to be confused with BBC Motion Gallery. 


BIBIC information & archives 


BBC Information and Archives logo 


BBC Archives are collections documenting the BBC’s broadcasting history, including 
copies of television and radio broadcasts, internal documents, photographs, online 
content, sheet music, commercially available music, press cuttings, artefacts and 
historic equipment.” The original copies of these collections are permanently retained 
but are now in the process of being digitised. Some collections are now being uploaded 
onto the BBC Archives website on BBC Online for viewers to see. The archive is one of 
the largest broadcast archives in the world with over 15 million items. 


Overview|edit] 


The BBC Archives encompass numerous different archives containing different materials 
produced or acquired by the BBC. The earliest material dates back to 1890 and now 
consists of 1 million hours of playable material, in addition to documents, photographs 
and equipment.2 The archives contain 15 million items on 60 miles of shelving spread 
over several sites.” The stock is managed using a bar code system, which help to locate 
material on the shelves and also track material that has been lent out.2) The BBC says 
that the budget for managing, protecting and digitising the archive accounts for only a 
small part of the BBC's overall spend. 


The BBC is engaging in an ongoing project to digitise archived programme material, 
converting recordings made on older analogue formats such as audio tape, videotape 
and film to electronic formats which are compatible with modern computer systems. 
Much of the audio-visual material was originally recorded on formats which are now 
obsolete and incompatible with modern broadcast equipment due to the fact that the 
machines used to reproduce many formats are no longer being manufactured. 
Additionally, some film and audio formats are slowly disintegrating, and digitisation also 
serves as a digital preservation programme. 


The BBC Archive website was relaunched online in 2008 and has provided newly 
released historical material regularly since then. The BBC works in partnership with 
the British Film Institute (BFI), The National Archives and other partners in working with 
and using the materials. 


In 2012, BBC Archive Development produced a book - primarily aimed as BBC staff - 
titled 'BBC Archive Collections: What's In The Archive And How To Use Them'. This 
book describes the BBC's archive collections and offers guidance around on how items 
from the collections can be reused online. 


Buildings|edit] 


From 1963 to 2010, the majority of television material of nationally networked 
programmes in the BBC Archive were housed at the archive centre in Windmill 

Road, Brentford, in west London. Television programmes were also stored by the Open 
University in Milton Keynes, and by BBC nations and regional libraries around the 
country. In the late 1990s, and early in the 2000s material from the radio side of the 
BBC were also stored on the site. The condition of the three Windmill Road buildings 
deteriorated over the years and suffered occasional flooding incidents, and eventually 
the archive was relocated to a new centre at Perivale Park, Perivale, three miles north of 
the old site. The new BBC Archive Centre was opened in Summer 2010 and all material 
was successfully moved by March 2011. 


Material is stored in thirteen vaults, controlled to match the best climate for the 
material inside them, and named after a different BBC personality depending on the 
content contained in them. In addition to the vaults, new editing and workrooms have 
been added so that the material can easily be transferred between formats as well as 
viewed and restored. The building has also been fitted with fire suppression systems to 
protect the archive in the event of an incident at the centre, so the total loss of the 
archive is avoided. 


As of April 2019, BBC Archives employs around 200 staff, most of whom are based at 
the Archive Centre in Perivale.& 


Television Archive[edit] 


The BBC Television Archive contains over 1.5 million tape items as well as over 
600,000 cans of film material. The archive itself holds extensive material from 
approximately the mid-1970s onwards, when important recordings at the broadcaster 
were retained for the future. 


Recordings from before this date are less comprehensively preserved; the process 

of telerecording was originally invented in 19472 while videotape recording was 
gradually introduced from the late 1950s onwards, but due to the expense of the 
tapes,“ recording was seen for production use only with recordings subsequently 

being wiped. or telerecordings being junked. The exceptions in the early years were 
usually occasions of great importance, such as the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II.” In 
addition, numerous programmes at the time were broadcast ‘live’ and so utilised no 
recording procedure in the production process.” The earliest item in the collection is 
from 1936,408u 


Today, the majority of programmes are kept, including news, entertainment, drama and 
a selection of other long-running programmes such as quiz shows.“2. The remaining 
material from the television archive is offered to the British Film Institute prior to being 
disposed of.22! 


Sound Archive[edit] 
Main article: BBC Sound Archive 


The BBC Sound Archive contains the archived output from the BBC's radio output. 
Widespread recordings exist in the archive from the mid-1930s, when recording of 
programmes and speeches were kept for rebroadcast; the catalyst for this was the 
launch of the BBC Empire Service in 1932 and the subsequent rebroadcast of speeches 
from political leaders at a time convenient in the different time zones.“4 Prior to this, the 
broadcast of recordings was seen as being false to the listener and was avoided.” Any 
recordings made were frequently disposed of and it was the efforts of Marie Slocombe, 
who founded the Sound Archive in 1937 when she retained recordings of prominent 
figures in the country, that the archive became into being officially when she was 
appointed the Sounds Recording Librarian in 1941.28 Today, all of the BBC's radio 
output is recorded for re-use,“ with approximately 66% of output being preserved in 
the Archives;“4 programmes involving guests or live performances from artists are 
kept whereas programmes in which the DJ plays commercially available music are 
only sampled and not kept entirely.“ Prior to any material being disposed of, the 
material is offered to the British Library Sound Archive.” 


The archive consists of a number of different formats including wax cylinders, 

281 numerous gramophone records made from both shellac and vinyl"! as well as 
numerous more recordings on tape, CD and on digital audio tape (DAT).2" The difficulty 
of these different formats is the availability of the machines required to play them; 
some of the vinyl records in the archive are 16 inches in size and require 

large phonograph units to play,22 while the players for the wax cylinders and DATs are 
no longer in production.22 There are also 700,00 vinyl records, 180,000 78's records, 
400,000 LP record and 350,000 Cd's in the archive.24 


The Radio Digital Archive has been capturing radio programmes as broadcast quality 
wav files since 2008, with now over 1.5 million recordings growing daily. 


Some of the wax cylinder collection has been donated to the British Library. 


The Sound Archive is based at the new BBC Archive Centre in Perivale, along with the 
television archive, and was previously based at Windmill Road, Brentford. 


Written Archives[edit] 


The BBC Written Archive contains all the internal written documents and 
communications from the corporation from the launch in 1922 to the present day.2! 

231 |ts collections shed light into the behind the scenes workings of the corporation and 
also elaborate on the difficulties of getting a television or radio programme to or off the 
air as the case may be. The archive guidelines state that access to files post-1980 is 
restricted due to the current nature of the files; the general exception to this rule are 
documents such as scripts and Programme as Broadcast records. 


The Written Archives are located at the BBC Written Archive Centre in Caversham 
Berkshire, near Reading. The centre houses the archive on four and a half miles of 
shelving along with reading rooms. The centre is different from the other BBC Archives 
in that the centre opens for writers and academic researchers in higher education. 22 


Photographic Library[edit] 


The BBC Photographic Library is responsible for approximately 7 million images, 

251 dating back to 1922,2% created for publicity purposes and subsequently kept for 
future use.24 In addition to programme promotion, a large number of images are of 
historic events which are often incorporate into the daily news bulletins; as a result, half 
the photographic library team work specifically with these images.2# The images 
themselves are kept as originals in the archive, with digitisation only utilised when a 
specific image is required for use, when the image is sent in a digital format.24 Copies of 
images are also used in case any images are damaged, notable due to vinegar 
syndrome. 


The most popular images from the Archive include Colin Firth in Pride and 

Prejudice, Michael Parkinson interviewing Muhammad Ali, Martin 

Bashir interviewing Diana, Princess of Wales and a picture of Delia Derbyshire at work in 
the Radiophonic workshop at the BBC.24 


Archive Treasure Hunt/edit] 


At the turn of the millennium, the BBC launched the BBC Archive Treasure Hunt, a 
public appeal to recover pre-1980s lost BBC radio and television productions. Original 
material, featuring several popular programmes were lost due to the practice of wiping, 
because of copyright issues and for technological reasons.!231241 


The resolution of this appeal was that over one hundred productions were 

recovered® including The Men from the Ministry, Something To Shout About, Man and 
Superman, The Doctor's Dilemma, I'm Sorry, I'll Read That Again, Hancock's Half 
Hour, I'm Sorry, | Haven't A Clue and The Ronnie Corbett Thing in addition to recording 
sessions with Elton John, Ringo Starr and Paul Simon.2924 Also, the Peter Sellers Estate 
Collection donated numerous recordings featuring Peter Sellers. 


Creative Archive Licence[edit] 


The BBC together with the British Film Institute, the Open University, Channel 
4 and Teachers' TV formed a collaboration, named the Creative Archive Licence Group, 
to create a copyright licence for the re-release of archived material. 28 


The Licence was atrial, launched in 2005, and notable for the re-release of part of 

the BBC News' archive and programmes made by the BBC Natural History Unit for 
creative use by the public. While artists and teachers were encouraged to use the 
content to create works of their own, the terms of the licence were restrictive compared 
to copyleft licences. Use of Creative Archive content for commercial, "endorsement, 
campaigning, defamatory or derogatory purposes" was forbidden, any derivative works 
were to be released under the same licence, and content was only to be used within the 
UK. The trial ended in 2006 following a review by the BBC Trust and works released 
under the licence were withdrawn.22! 


Voices from the Archives[edit] 


Voices from the Archives was a former BBC project, launched in partnership with BBC 
Four that provided free access to audio interviews with various notable people and 
professions from a variety of political, religious and social backgrounds. The website 
ceased to be updated in June 2005, and the concept was instead adopted by BBC Radio 
4 as a collection of film interviews from various programmes. 


Heritage Collection|edit] 


The BBC Heritage Collection is the newest of the BBC Archives and holds a variety of 
historic broadcast technology, art, props and merchandise.“ The collection was created 
out of personal collections and bequeaths by former staff members, as the BBC had no 
formal policy on the heritage collection until c.2003.“ 


The collection includes, amongst other items, the BBC One Noddy Globe and clock, 

“1 a BBC-Marconi Type A microphone, an early crystal radio made by the British 
Broadcasting Company,“ a Marconi/EMI camera used in the early BBC 

Television experiments,“ a BBC Micro computer“ and a selection of items used to 
create Foley.“ In addition to all the broadcast technology, art is also kept, namely the 
portraits of all the BBC Director Generals, as well as props including an 

original TARDIS from Doctor Who! and the children's television puppet Gordon the 
Gopher. "21 


The heritage collection itself has no one permanent home, as the majority of objects are 
on display, either around BBC properties or on loan to museums or other collections; the 
most notable museum housing the collection is the National Science and Media 

Museum in Bradford.“ 


Programme Catalogue|edit] 
Main article: BBC Programme Catalogue 


Over the years, the BBC has used various programme catalogue databases to keep a 
record of the programmes in the archives. Internal databases include Infax and Fabric, 
and publicly accessible databases include BBC Genome and BBC Programmes. 


See also[edit] 
EIGEBBC portal 


e BBC Genome Project 
e Lost film 


e Film preservation 


e Missing Believed Wiped 


e Telerecording 
e Doctor Who missing episodes 


e Timeline of the BBC 
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BBC Sound Archive 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


The BBC Sound Archive is a collection of audio recordings maintained by the BBC and 
founded in 1936. Its recordings date back to the late 19th century and include many 
rare items, including contemporary speeches by public and political figures, folk music, 
British dialects and sound effects. 


Foundation and early years/edit] 


The BBC began broadcasting in 1922 but nothing was recorded until ten years later. At 
that time, only one recording machine, a Blattnerphone, was available, so few 
programmes were recorded.“ 


By 1936 a number of gramophone recordings had been made, and a temporary 
secretary, Marie Slocombe was given the task of sorting and disposing of them. 

21 However, noticing that some included speeches by George Bernard Shaw, H.G. 

Wells, Winston Churchill and others, she decided that they should be kept. With the 
then Head of Recorded Programmes, Lynton Fletcher, she continued maintaining the 
BBC's collection, as well as making recordings herself in the field, encouraging others to 
do so, and acquired Ludwig Koch's collection of birdsong recordings.” By 1939 the 
collection had grown to 2,000 discs, including the voices of Hitler and Goebbels. This 
had increased to 7,000 by 1944 and in 1941 Slocombe had become Recorded 
Programmes Librarian, a title she held until her retirement in 1972.24 


Coverage, access and development/edit] 


The archive includes material dating back to the 19th century, including about 200 wax 
cylinders, one of which is an 1890 recording of Florence Nightingale. The collection has 
continued to grow over the years, and from 1998 was regularly drawn on for the BBC 
Radio 4 series The Archive Hour. In 2007 a limited sample was made available online 
as part of the BBC Archive Trial.4 


Resource constraints mean that the BBC has been selective in maintaining items in the 
archive. About 66% of radio output is now archived, the collection's recordings are of 
around 350,000 hours in total duration. Automatically available are "live major news 
sequence programmes, live music sessions and concerts, drama, arts, features, events, 
light entertainment, science and education programmes", while "DJ shows with 
commercially recorded music, local radio and World Service output" are less likely to be 
retained.22 


Access to part of the archive is made available to researchers and the public through 
the British Library.24 
Technological advances have increasingly improved the durability of early recordings, 


requiring their translation into digital formats, and enhancements such as noise 
reduction. 2031 
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The BBC Academy is an educational arm of the British Broadcasting Corporation which 
trains current and prospective broadcasting employees in the skills of 

the Broadcasting industry, in addition to training the corporation's own staff and 
prospects. A subsidiary of the Academy, the BBC College of Journalism, functions as 
a free e-learning, online course series for all licence-fee payers. 


History[edit] 


Its origins lie in a post-Hutton inquiry report commissioned by former BBC editor Ron- 
Neil and Pricewaterhouse Coopers in 20044 which recommended a number of broad 
reforms of the BBC which included the establishment of a journalistic academy headed 
by an academic principal 21u32 


The BBC College of Journalism was opened as an e-learning course series in June 2005, 
“4 with Kevin Marsh as Executive Editor. Its first Director was Vin Ray.® 


The Academy, which joined together the curricula of training in Journalism, Production, 
Leadership and Technology, was opened for students on 14 December 2009, offering 
free masterclasses online to licence-fee payers and rival news media organisations.4 


Structure|edit] 


The Academy is headed by Director Joe Godwin®. Most campus courses are taught in 
BBC premises in central London, Salford and Wood Norton near Evesham in 
Worcestershire. 


The College of Journalism provides all journalism training and development. It delivers 
editorial standards and legal training and core journalist craft skills as well as leading on 
international training. 


The College of Production focuses on core editorial, creativity and production skills, 
together with production management, health and safety and multiplatform training 
and development. 


The College of Technology's training ranges from media-specific courses, like those on 
High Definition television, Loudness and Final Cut Pro engineering support, to broader 
subjects such as software engineering and production management. A range of the 
College of Technology’s programmes are available to the wider UK industry ona 
commercial basis. 


The College of Leadership focuses on building leadership and personal effectiveness 
skills across the corporation; it also takes the lead in the development of business and 
professional skills.2% 
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BBC Films 


Type statutory corporation # 
Industry Film 

Founded 18 June 1990 
Headquarters Broadcasting House, London 


United Kingdom 


Products Motion pictures 
Parent BBC 
Website www.bbc.co.uk/bbcfilms 


BBC Films is the feature film-making arm of the BBC. It was founded on 18 June 1990, 
{ and has produced or co-produced some of the most successful British films of recent 
years, including Truly, Madly, Deeply, Alan Partridge: Aloha Papa, Quartet, Chef, Salmon 
Fishing in the Yemen, Saving Mr. Banks, My Week with Marilyn, Jane Eyre, In the 


Loop, An Education, StreetDance 3D, Fish Tank, Nativity!, Iris, Notes on a Scandal, Man 
Up, Billy Elliot and Brooklyn. 


BBC Films co-produces around eight films a year, working in partnership with major 
international and UK distributors. Rose Garnett is Head of BBC Films, responsible for the 
development and production slate, strategy and business operations. 


BBC Films has been based at Broadcasting House in London since 2013."! Prior to 2007, 
it was based nearby in Mortimer Street, while still under full control of the BBC. A 
restructuring of the division integrated it into the main BBC Fiction department of BBC 
Vision. As a result, it moved out of its independent offices into BBC Television Centre, 
and its head David M. Thompson left to start his own film production company." 


pre-1999/[edit] 


e 1997 - Twenty Four Seven 
e 1997 - / Went Down 


e 1996 - Jude 
e 1996 - Twelfth Night: Or What You Will 
e 1995 -/D. 


e 1994 - Captives (co-production with Distant Horizon & Miramax Films) 
e 1990 - Truly, Madly, Deeply 


2000([edit] 


e Wonder Boys 
e Wild About Harry 


e Saltwater 


e Maybe Baby 
e Billy Elliot (with Working Title Films) 
e Shadow of the Vampire (with Saturn Films) 


2001 [edit] 


e = /ris (with Miramax Films and Intermedia Films) 
e Born Romantic 


2003 [edit] 


e The Statement 

e Kiss of Life 

e The Mother 

e Skagerrak 

e Masked and Anonymous 
e Code 46 

e / Capture the Castle 


2004 [edit] 


Undone (short) 

The Accidental Perfectionist 

Bullet Boy 

Millions 

Red Dust 

My Summer of Love 

The Life and Death of Peter Sellers (with Company Pictures) 


Stage Beauty (with Qwerty Films and Tribeca) 
Trauma 


2005 (edit) 


The Undertaker (short) 


Opal Dream 

Imagine Me & You 

Mrs Henderson Presents 
A Cock and Bull Story 
Match Point 

Shooting Dogs 

Love + Hate 


2006 (edit) 


Notes on a Scandal 
Starter for Ten 
Scoop 


Shiny Shiny Bright New Hole in My Heart 
Fast Food Nation (US 2006/UK 2007) 


Confetti 

Shoot the Messenger 

Miss Potter 

As You Like It (in association with HBO Films) 


2007 [edit] 


loe's Palace 


The Restraint of Beasts 

Four Last Songs 

The First Grader 

Capturing Mary 

Eastern Promises (distributed and co-presented by Focus Features) 
Becoming Jane 

Mr. Bean's Holiday 


2008 [edit] 


Churchill at War 


Revolutionary Road (co-production with DreamWorks Pictures) 
Death Defying Acts 

The Duchess 

Brideshead Revisited 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas 

The Other Boleyn Girt 


The Edge of Love 
The Meerkats 


2009 [edit] 


Nativity! 

The Men Who Stare at Goats 

Tormented 

Frequently Asked Questions About Time Travel 


The Damned United (co-production with Columbia Pictures) 


In the Loop 
Bright Star (co-production with Film Finance Corporation Australia, Pathé, Warner 


Bros., UK Film Council, and Screen Australia) 

The Boys Are Back (co-production with Film Finance Corporation Australia, Tiger 
Aspect Pictures, Miramax Films, and Screen Australia) 

An Education 


2010 (edit) 


Made in Dagenham 

Tamara Drewe 

Edge of Darkness (co-production with Warner Bros. and Icon Productions) 
StreetDance 3D (co-production with Vertigo Films) 

Freestyle 


2011 [edit] 


The Awakening 

Brighton Rock 

West Is West 

lane Eyre 

Coriolanus 

My Week with Marilyn 
Project Nim 

The Iron Lady 

Salmon Fishing in the Yemen 
We Need to Talk about Kevin 


2012 [edit] 


Quartet 
Shadow Dancer 


Spike Island 


e Blood 

e Good Vibrations 

e Great Expectations 
e Inthe Dark Half 

e A Running Jump 


2013 [edit] 


e Philomena 

e Saving Mr. Banks! (co-production with Walt Disney Pictures) 
e Dom Hemingway 

e Alan Partridge: Aloha Papa 

e = Walking with Dinosaurs 


2014 [edit] 


Chef 


Mrs. Brown's Boys D'Movie 
A Little Chaos 

A Long Way Down 

The Invisible Woman 

What We Did on Our Holiday 


2015 (edit) 


e Far from the Madding Crowd 
e The Falling 

e Woman in Gold 

e Suite Française 
Testament of Youth 

Mr. Holmes 

XEY 

Bill 

Brooklyn 

The Lady in the Van 


2016(edit] 


e David Brent: Life on the Road 


Absolutely Fabulous: The Movie 
e Florence Foster Jenkins 


e Sully 
e Swallows and Amazons 
e Denial 


e My Scientology Movie”! 
e A United Kingdom! 


2017(edit] 


e Viceroy's House” 

e City of Tiny Lights 

e The Sense of an Ending 
e Their Finest 

e Lady Macbeth 

e = Victoria & Abdul 

e Mindhorn 


2018 [edit] 


e On Chesil Beach 
e Yardie 

e The Children Act 
e The Happy Prince 
e Qut of Blue 


e Jn Fabric 
e Happy New Year, Colin Burstead 
2019[edit] 


e Blue Story 

e Dirty God 

e Little Joe 

e Stan & Ollie™ 


e Sorry We Missed You 
e The Aftermath 


e The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind 
e The Souvenir 


e The White Crow 


See also[edit] 


BBABBC portal 
e BBC 
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External links[edit] 


e BBC Films at BBC Online 


BBC World Service 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


For the BBC television network, see BBC World News. 


“World Service" redirects here. For other uses, see World Service (disambiguation). 


BBC World Service 


BIBIC 


WORLD 
SERVICE 


Type Radio 


broadcasting news, speech, discussions 


Country United Kingdom 


Availability Worldwide 


"The World's Radio Station" 
Slogan 


"The BBC's international radio station" 


Headquart Broadcasting House, London 


ers 


Broadcast Worldwide 
area 


Owner BBC 


Key people Jamie Angus (Director) 


Launch 19 December 1932 
date 

Former BBC Empire Service 
names 


BBC Overseas Service 


External Services of the BBC 


Webcast Web Stream 


Live Streaming - Internet Schedule 


e HTTP stream (56 Kbps MP3) 

e HLS stream (48 Kbps AAC+) 

e HLS stream (96 Kbps AAC+) 

e DASH stream (48-96 Kbps AAC+) 
(adaptive bitrate) 


Official BBC World Service 
website 


The BBC World Service is the world's largest international broadcaster, which 
broadcasts radio news, speech and discussions in more than 40 languages21 to many 
parts of the world on analogue and digital shortwave platforms, internet 

streaming, podcasting, satellite, DAB, FM and MW relays. In November 2016 the BBC 
announced again that it would start broadcasting in additional languages 

including Amharic and Igbo, in its biggest expansion since the 1940s.” In 2015 World 
Service reached an average of 210 million people a week (via TV, radio and online). 

51 The English-language service broadcasts 24 hours a day. 


The World Service is funded by the United Kingdom's television licence fee, limited 
advertising™ and the profits of BBC Studios.” The service is also guaranteed £289 
million (allocated over a five-year period ending in 2020) from the UK government. The 
World Service was funded for decades by grant-in-aid through the Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office of the British Government™ until 1 April 2014.5% 


BBC World Service English maintains eight different regional feeds with several program 
variations, covering, respectively, East and South Africa; West and Central 
Africa; Europe and Middle East; Americas and Caribbean; East Asia; South 


Asia; Australasia; United Kingdom. There are also two separate online-only streams with 
one being more news-oriented, known as News /nternet. 


The controller of BBC World Service English is Mary Hockaday.") 


History 
Further information: Timeline of the BBC World Service 


The BBC World Service began in 1932 as the BBC Empire Service, broadcasting 

on shortwave”! and aimed principally at English-speakers across the British Empire. In 
his first Christmas Message (1932), King George V characterised the service as intended 
for "men and women, so cut off by the snow, the desert, or the sea, that only voices out 
of the air can reach them".“ First hopes for the Empire Service were low. The Director 
General, Sir John Reith said in the opening programme: 


Don't expect too much in the early days; for some time we shall transmit comparatively 
simple programmes, to give the best chance of intelligible reception and provide 
evidence as to the type of material most suitable for the service in each zone. The 
programmes will neither be very interesting nor very good. nua 


This address was read out five times as the BBC broadcast it live to different parts of 
the world. 


On 3 January 1938 the first foreign-language service was launched—in Arabic. 
Programmes in German started on 29 March 1938, and by the end of 1942 the BBC had 
started broadcasts in all major European languages. As a result, the Empire Service was 
renamed the BBC Overseas Service in November 1939, supplemented by the addition 
of a dedicated BBC European Service from 1941. Funding for these services—known 
administratively as the External Services of the BBC—came not from the 

domestic licence-fee but from government grant-in-aid (from the Foreign Office budget). 


[citation needed) 


The External Services broadcast propaganda during the Second World War of 1939- 
1945. Its French service Radio Londres also sent coded messages to the French 
Resistance. George Orwell broadcast many news bulletins on the Eastern 

Service during World War II.!2!281271 


By the end of the 1940s the number of broadcast languages had expanded and 
reception had improved, following the opening of a relay in modern-day Malaysia and of 
the Limassol relay in Cyprus in 1957. On 1 May 1965 the service took its current name 
of BBC World Service.“# It expanded its reach with the opening of the Ascension 
Island relay in 1966, serving African audiences with a stronger signal and better 
reception, and with the later relay on the Island of Masirah in Oman. 


In August 1985 the service went off-air for the first time when workers went on strike in 
protest at the British government's decision to ban a documentary featuring an 
interview with Martin McGuinness of Sinn Féin. 


Subsequently, financial pressures decreased the number and the types of services 
offered by the BBC. Audiences in countries with wide access to Internet services have 
less need for terrestrial radio.'7"eee4 Broadcasts in German ended in March 1999, after 
research showed that the majority of German listeners tuned into the English-language 
service. Broadcasts in Dutch, Finnish, French, Hebrew, Italian, Japanese 

and Malay stopped for similar reasons. 


On 25 October 2005, the BBC announced that broadcasts 

in Bulgarian, Croatian, Czech, Greek, Hungarian, Kazakh, 

Polish, Slovak, Slovene and Thai would end by March 2006, to finance the launch in 
2007 of television news-services in Arabic and Persian. 

291 Additionally, Romanian broadcasts ceased on 1 August 2008.2% 


In January 2011 the closure of the Albanian, Macedonian, Portuguese for Africa, Serbian, 
and English for the Caribbean services was announced. '4“24 This reflected the 
financial situation the Corporation faced following transfer of responsibility for the 
Service from the Foreign Office, so that it would in future have been funded from within 
licence-fee income. The Russian, Ukrainian, Mandarin Chinese, Turkish, Vietnamese, 
Azerbaijani, and Spanish for Cuba services ceased radio broadcasting, and the Hindi, 
Indonesian, Kyrgyz, Nepali, Swahili, Kinyarwanda and Kirundi services ceased shortwave 
transmissions. The British government announced that the 

three Balkan countries““““2 had wide access to international information, and so 
broadcasts in the local languages had become unnecessary. As part of the 16% budget 
cut, 650 jobs were eliminated .22221 


Operation 


The BBC World Service is located in Broadcasting House, London. 


The Service broadcasts from Broadcasting House in London, which is also headquarters 
of the Corporation. It is located in the newer parts of the building, which contains radio 
and television studios for use by the various language services. The building also 
contains an integrated newsroom used by the international World Service, the 
international television channel BBC World News, the domestic television and radio BBC 
News bulletins, the BBC News Channel and BBC Online. 


Bush House in London was home to the World Service between 1941 and 2012. 


At its launch, the Service was located along with most radio output in Broadcasting 
House. However, following the explosion of a parachute mine nearby on 8 December 
1940, it relocated to premises away from the likely target of Broadcasting House.2" The 
Overseas service relocated to Oxford Street while the European service moved 
temporarily to the emergency broadcasting facilities at Maida Vale Studios. The 
European services moved permanently into Bush House towards the end of 1940, 
completing the move in 1941, with the Overseas services joining them in 1958.22 Bush 
House subsequently became the home of the BBC World Service and the building itself 
has gained a global reputation with the audience of the service.228 However, the 
building was vacated in 2012 as a result of the Broadcasting House changes2® and the 
end of the building's lease that year; the first service to move was the Burmese 
Service on 11 March 201228 and the final broadcast from Bush House was a news 
bulletin broadcast at 11.00GMT on 12 July 2012. 2z2sus013u1 


The BBC World Service encompasses an English 24-hour global radio network and 
separate services in 27 other languages. News and information is available in these 
languages on the BBC website, with many having RSS feeds and specific versions for 
use on mobile devices, and some also offer email notification of stories. In addition to 
the English service, 18 of the language services broadcast a radio service using 

the short wave, AM or FM bands. These are also available to listen live or can be 
listened to later (usually for seven days) over the Internet and, in the case of seven 
language services, can be downloaded as podcasts. News is also available from the BBC 
News ‘app’, which is available from both iTunes and the Google Play Store.&4 In recent 
years, video content has also been used by the World Service: 16 language services 
show video reports on the website, and the Arabic and Persian services have their own 
television channels. TV is also used to broadcast the radio service, with local cable and 
satellite operators providing the English network (and occasionally some local language 
services) free to air. The English service is also available on digital radio in the UK and 
Europe. 231/41 


Traditionally, the Service relied on shortwave broadcasts, because of their ability to 
overcome barriers of censorship, distance, and spectrum scarcity. The BBC has 
maintained a worldwide network of shortwave relay stations since the 1940s, mainly in 
former British colonies. These cross-border broadcasts have also been used in special 
circumstances for emergency messages to British subjects abroad, such as the advice 
to evacuate Jordan during the Black September incidents of September 1970. These 
facilities were privatised in 1997 as Merlin Communications, and later acquired and 
operated as part of a wider network for multiple broadcasters by VT_ 

Communications (now part of Babcock International Group). It is also common for BBC 


programmes to air on Voice of America or ORF transmitters, while their programming is 
relayed by a station located inside the UK. However, since the 1980s, satellite 
distribution has made it possible for local stations to relay BBC programmes. 


The World Service aims to be "the world's best-known and most-respected voice in 
international broadcasting, thereby bringing benefit to the UK, the BBC, and to 
audiences around the world",2= while retaining a "balanced British view" of international 
developments. Like the rest of the BBC, the World Service is a Crown corporation of 
the UK Government. For the financial year 2011-12, it received £255.2 million.“ In 
addition to broadcasting, the Service also devotes resources to the BBC Learning 
English programme. 


Involvement in the 2010 Kyrgyz revolution 


In 2011, a BBC Kyrgyz service newsreader and producer Arslan Koichiev resigned from 
his BBC post after revelations and claims of involvement in the Kyrgyzstan revolution of 
April 2010. He had been based in London, but often traveled to Kyrgyzstan and used 
BBC resources to agitate against President Kurmanbek Bakiyev, appearing on a Kyrgyz 
radio station under a pseudonym with a disguised voice. One of the leaders of the 
revolution, Aliyasbek Alymkulov, named the producer as his mentor and claimed that 
they had discussed preparations for the revolution.2% According to independent news 
agency Fergana News "Mr Alymkulov claimed that Koichiev arranged secret meetings 
"through the BBC" and organised the march at the presidential palace on 7 April 

2010" msa 


Languages 


See also: BBC Arabic, BBC Bangla, BBC Hausa, BBC Nepali, BBC Brasil, BBC Mundo, BBC 
Persian, BBC Punjabi, BBC Russian Service, BBC Somali Service, BBC Ukrainian, and BBC 
Urdu 


This table lists the various language services operated by the BBC World Service with 
start and closure dates, where known/applicable. saru 


Language Start eee Website/ ra T onli operat clos 
date notes dio V ne ional ed 
date 
Afaan 18 BBC Afaan X X 
Oromoo Septem Oromoo 
ber 
2017 
Afrikaans 14 May | 8 X X 
1939 Septem 
ber 


1957 


Azerbaijan 


Belgian 
French & Bel 


gian Dutch 


Bulgarian 


Website/ 
notes 


12 BBC 
Novem | January | Albanian 
ber 1967 Archive 


1940 28 
BBC 
Amharic 


20 Februar 
Februar | y 2011 
y 1993 
BBC Arabic 

January 

1938 

a BBC Azeri 

28 30 
Septem | March 
ber 1952 
1940 
11 
Octobe 
r 1941 


7 23 BBC 
Februar | Decem | Bulgarian 


BBC Bangla 


T 

V 
il 
a 
al 
a 
Pia 


erase Website/ 
guag notes 


Croatian 31 BBC 
January | Croatian. 
2006 Archive 
Cantonese BBC 
Chinese Chinese 
Hokkien 1 7 
Chinese Octobe | Februar 
r 1942 |y 1948 
Mandarin 19 May | 25 BBC 
Chinese 1941 March Chinese 
2011 
31 


28 BBC Czech 
Februar | Archive 
y 2006 


9 April 
1940 


operat 
ional 


en auane Start Website/ operat 
guag date notes 
Dutch 11 April 
1940 


Dutch for Ind | 28 

onesia August 
1944 
25 May 


1946 


English BBC World 
Service 


English for BBC 
the Caribbean 


Caribbean Archive 


Finnish 


French for 20 June BBC French |X 
Africa 1960 

French for 8 May X 
Canada 1980 


Website/ operat 
ional 


Language 


French for 
Europe 


French for 
South-East 
Asia 


March 
199944 


German for 
Austria 


Greek for 
Cyprus 


BBC 
Gujarati Septem | Gujarati 
ber 
1944 


anauane 2 Website/ 
guag notes 
wae _ 


Hau 
Heb 
in 


sa 
rew X 
Octobe | Octobe 
r1949 |r 1968 
di 


al a 
Hungaria BBC 

Hungarian 

Archive 


Februar 


y 
2015 


Italian 


Indonesian 30 
Octobe 
r 1949 


operat 
ional 


Langune Start Website/ operat 
guag date ional 
4 July 
1943 
1 April BBC Kazakh 
1995 Archive 
: a 
Korean E BBC Korean 


BC 


Kinyarwand 
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1 April BBC Kyrgyz 
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sh 1943 1952 
Macedonian 
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Marathi BBC 
Marathi 


BBC Nepa 


li 
Nigerian gin 
Pidgin 


Norwegian 9 April 
1940 
15 


August 
1981 


BBC Polish 


Archive 


Portuguese 25 
for Africa Februar | Portuguese 
y 2011 | for Africa 


i f 
Start clos Website/ T operat 
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date notes vV ional 
P 


Ban 
for Brasil 
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Romanian 


Russian 


Serbian 
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a 
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Ae 
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15 


BBC- 
Romanian_ 
Archive 


25 
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BBC Sinhala | X 
se 
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BBC Slovak 
Archive 


BBC 
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Archive 
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Spanish for BBC Mundo 
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y 1940 1961 
z= BBC Tamil 
= BBC Telugu 


27 April BBC Thai_ 
1941 Archive 

3 June BBC Thai 
1962 Facebook 
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201442 
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T 
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iz ea 
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BBC Urdu 
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BBC 
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: 
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Language Start x Website/ ra T onli operat clos 
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Yugoslav 15 28 X X 
(Serbo- Septem | Septem 
Croatian) ber ber 
1939 1991 


Radio programming in English 


Steve Titherington - BBC World Questions broadcasting from Budapest 


The World Service in English mainly broadcasts news and analysis. The mainstays of the 
current schedule are Newsday, World Update, Newshour and The Newsroom. There are 
daily science programmes: Health Check, the technology programme Click and Science 
in Action. At weekends, some of the schedule is taken up by Sportsworld, which often 
includes live commentary of Premier League football matches. Other weekend sport 
shows include The Sports Hour and Stumped, a cricket programme co-produced with All 


India Radio and the Australian Broadcasting Corporation. On Sundays the international, 
interdisciplinary discussion programme The Forum is broadcast. Outlook is a human 
interest programme presented by Matthew Bannister and Jo Fidgen, which was first 
broadcast in July 1966 and presented for more than thirty years by John 

Tidmarsh. Trending describes itself as "explaining the stories the world is sharing..." 
Regular music programmes were reintroduced with the autumn schedule in 2015. Many 
programmes, particularly speech-based ones, are also available as podcasts. 


Previous radio programming in English 


This section needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 

citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
ees challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "BBC World 

Service" - news = newspapers « books = scholar « JSTOR (December 

2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Previous broadcasts included popular music programmes presented by John Peel and 
classical music programmes presented by Edward Greenfield. There have also been 
religious programmes, of mostly Anglican celebration and often from the Church of St. 
Martin in the Fields, weekly drama, English-language lessons, and comedy including /ust 
A Minute. Other notable previous programmes include Letter from America by Alistair 
Cooke, which was broadcast for over fifty years; Off the She/f with its daily reading from 
a novel, biography or history book; A Jolly Good Show, a music request programme 
presented by Dave Lee Travis; Waveguide, a radio reception guide; and The Merchant 
Navy Programme, a show for seafarers presented by Malcolm Billings. 


Since the late 1990s, the station has focused more on news, with bulletins added every 
half-hour following the outbreak of the Iraq War. 


News 


News is at the core of the scheduling. A five-minute bulletin is generally transmitted at 
01 past the hour, with a two-minute summary at 30 past the hour. Sometimes these are 
separate from other programming, or alternatively made integral to the programme 
(such as with The Newsroom, Newshour or Newsday). During such time slots as 
weeknights 11pm-12am GMT and that of Sportsworld, no news summaries are 
broadcast. As part of the BBC's policy for breaking news, the Service is the first to 
receive a full report for foreign news.“ 


The station also publishes a G/oba/ News podcast twice a day (once on weekends), of 
around 30 minutes. The podcast is comparable to an edition of The Newsroom but 
without the five-minute reading of the news. Between 2007 and 2015 it was 
downloaded more than 300 million times. 


The BBC World Service in English employs a team of seven announcers and 
newsreaders. 


e David Austin 

e Julie Candler 

e Jonathan Izard 

e Stewart Macintosh 
e Marion Marshall 

e Sue Montgomery 


e Jerry Smit 

The following relief newsreaders can also be heard on the network: 

e Gareth Barlow e Fiona MacDonald 
e Chris Berrow e Eileen McKue 


e Charles Carroll e Neil Nunes 


e Rosemary Crick e John Shea 

e Justine Greene e Debbie Russ 
e David Harper 

Nick Kelly 


Availability 
Africa 


The BBC World Service website lists more than 80 FM stations in Africa which broadcast 
BBC content. The BBC World Service broadcasts a few hours in the morning and evening 
on shortwave to Africa from Ascension Island, Mauritius, South Africa, the UK, 
Madagascar and the UAE. Broadcasts have traditionally come from the UK, Cyprus, the 
large BBC Atlantic Relay Station on Ascension Island, and the smaller Lesotho Relay 
Station and Indian Ocean Relay Station on Seychelles. A large part of the English 
schedule is taken up by specialist programming from and for Africa, for example Focus 
on Africa and Africa, Have Your Say. In the 1990s, the BBC added FM facilities in many 
African capital cities. 


Americas 


BBC World Service is available by subscription to Sirius XM's satellite radio service in the 
United States.“2 Its Canadian affiliate, Sirius XM Canada does the same in Canada. More 
than 300 public radio stations across the US carry World Service news broadcasts — 
mostly during the overnight and early-morning hours— over AM and FM radio, 
distributed by American Public Media (APM).&! The BBC and Public Radio 

International (PRI) co-produce the programme The World with WGBH Radio Boston, and 
the BBC was previously involved with The Takeaway morning news programme based 
at WNYC in New York City. BBC World Service programming also airs as part of CBC 
Radio One's CBC Radio Overnight schedule in Canada. 


BBC shortwave broadcasts to this region were traditionally enhanced by the Atlantic 
Relay Station and the Caribbean Relay Company, a station in Antigua run jointly 

with Deutsche Welle. In addition, an exchange agreement with Radio Canada 
International gave access to their station in New Brunswick. However, "changing 
listening habits" led the World Service to end shortwave radio transmission directed to 
North America and Australasia on 1 July 2001.5452 A shortwave listener coalition formed 
to oppose the change.= 


The BBC broadcasts to Central America and South America in several languages. It is 
possible to receive the Western African shortwave radio broadcasts from eastern North 
America, but the BBC does not guarantee reception in this area. It has ended its 
specialist programming to the Falkland Islands but continues to provide a stream of 
World Service programming to the Falkland Islands Radio Service.= 


Asia 


For several decades, the World Service's largest audiences have been in Asia, the 
Middle East, Near East and South Asia. Transmission facilities in the UK and Cyprus were 
supplemented by the former BBC Eastern Relay Station in Qman and the Far Eastern 
Relay Station in Singapore, formerly in Malaysia. The East Asian Relay Station moved 

to Thailand in 1997 when Hong Kong was handed over to Chinese sovereignty. The 
relay station in Thailand was closed in January 2017; currently, relay stations in 
Singapore and Oman serves the Asian region. Together, these facilities have given the 


BBC World Service an easily accessible signal in regions where shortwave listening has 
traditionally been popular. The English shortwave frequencies of 6.195 (41m band), 
9.74 (31m band), 15.31/15.36 (19m band) and 17.76/17.79 (16m band) MHz were 
widely known. On 25 March 2018, the long-established shortwave frequency of 

9.740 MHz was changed to 9.900 MHz. 


The largest audiences are in 

English, Hindi, Urdu, Nepali, Bengali, Sinhala, Tamil, Marathi and other major languages 
of South Asia, where BBC broadcasters are household names. The Persian service is 
the de facto national broadcaster of Afghanistan, along with its Iranian audience. The 
World Service is available up to eighteen hours a day in English across most parts of 
Asia, and in Arabic for the Middle East. With the addition of relays in Afghanistan and 
Iraq these services are accessible in most of the Middle and Near East in the evening. In 
Singapore, the BBC World Service in English is essentially treated as a domestic 
broadcaster, easily available 24/7 through long-term agreement with MediaCorp Radio. 
For many years Radio Television Hong Kong broadcast BBC World Service 24/7 but as of 
4 September 2017 only broadcasts the station at night. In the Philippines, DZRJ 810 

AM broadcasts the BBC World Service in English from 12:00-05:00 PHT (GMT+8). 


Although this region has seen the launch of the only two foreign language television 
channels, several other services have had their radio services closed as a result of 
budget cuts and redirection of resources. 2521 


Japan and Korea have little tradition of World Service listening, although during the 
1970s to 1980s, shortwave listening was popular in Japan. In those two countries, the 
BBC World Service was only available via shortwave and the Internet. As of September 
2007, a satellite transmission (subscription required) became available by Skylife 
(Channel 791) in South Korea. In November 2016, the BBC World Service announced it 
plans to start broadcasts in Korean. BBC Korean, a radio and web service, started on 25 
September 2017.5% 


Jamming 
Further information: Radio jamming and Radio jamming in China 


The Soviet Union, Iran, Iraq and Myanmar/Burma have all jammed the BBC in the 

past. Mandarin was heavily jammed by the People's Republic of China until shortwave 
transmissions for that service ceased but China continues to jam transmissions 

in Uzbek'*"©2] and has since started to jam transmissions in English throughout Asia. 182163 


Europe 


The BBC World Service is broadcast in Berlin on 94.8 MHz. FM relays are also available 
in Ceske Budjovice, Karlovy Vary, Plzen, Usti nad Labem, Zlin and Prague in the Czech 
Republic, Riga, Tirana and Vilnius. A BBC World Service channel is available on DAB+ in 
Brussels and Flanders and Amsterdam, the Hague, Utrecht and Rotterdam. Following a 
national reorganisation of DAB multiplexes in October 2017, the station is available on 
DAB+ across the whole of Denmark.“ 


The World Service employed a medium wave transmitter at Orfordness to provide 
English-language coverage to Europe, including on the frequency 648 kHz (which could 
be heard in parts of the south-east of England during the day and most of the UK after 
dark). Transmissions on this frequency were stopped on 27 March 2011, asa 
consequence of the budgetary constraints imposed on the BBC World Service in the 
2010 budget review. A second channel (1296 kHz) traditionally broadcast in various 
Central European languages, but this frequency has also been discontinued and in 2005 


it began regular English-language transmissions via the Digital Radio Mondiale (DRM) 
format. This is a digital shortwave technology that VT expects to become the standard 
for cross-border transmissions in developed countries. The BBC World Service still goes 
out from the BBC Radio 4 LW & MW transmitters from 01:00am to 05:20am UK Time 
and is in stereo from 01:00am to 05:20am on BBC Radio 4 FM & DAB. It has always 
been in mono on its own DAB channel with a bit rate of just 64 kbit/s. BBC World Service 
can also be heard on BBC Radio Wales from 01:00am until 05:30am on MW and FM 
stereo. 


In the 1990s, the BBC purchased and constructed large medium wave and FM networks 
in the former Soviet bloc, particularly the Czech (BBC Czech Section), Slovak Republics 
(BBC Slovak Section), Poland (BBC Polish Section) (where it was a national network) and 
Russia (BBC Russian Service). It had built up a strong audience during the Cold War, 
whilst economic restructuring made it difficult for these governments to refuse Western 
investment. Many of these facilities have now returned to domestic control, as 
economic and political conditions have changed. 


On Monday, 18 February 2008, the BBC World Service stopped analogue shortwave 
transmissions to Europe. The notice stated, "Increasing numbers of people around the 
world are choosing to listen to radio on a range of other platforms including FM, satellite 
and online, with fewer listening on shortwave." It is sometimes possible to pick up the 
BBC World Service in Europe on SW frequencies targeted at North Africa. The BBC's 
powerful 198 kHz LW, which broadcasts the domestic BBC Radio 4 to Britain during the 
day (and carries the World Service during the night) can also be heard in nearby parts 
of Europe, including the Republic of Ireland, the Netherlands, Belgium and parts of 
France, Germany and Scandinavia. 


In Malta, BBC News bulletins are carried by a number of radio stations, including Radju 
Malta and Magic 91.7, owned by national broadcaster PBS Ltd. These are broadcast at 
various points in the day and supplement news bulletins broadcast in Maltese from the 
PBS Newsroom. 


Former BBC shortwave transmitters are located in the United Kingdom 

at Rampisham, Woofferton and Skelton. The former BBC East Mediterranean Relay 
Station is in Cyprus. 

Pacific 

The World Service is available as part of the subscription Digital Air package (available 
from Foxtel and Austar) in Australia. ABC NewsRadio, SBS Radio, and 

various community radio stations also broadcast many programmes. Many of these 
stations broadcast a straight feed during the midnight to dawn period. It is also 
available via the satellite service Optus Aurora, which is encrypted but available without 
subscription. In Sydney, Australia, a transmission of the service can be received at 
152.025 MHz. It is also available on the DAB+ Network in Australia on SBS Radio 4 
(except during Eurovision and special events). 2MBS-FM 102.5, a classical music station 
in Sydney, also carries the BBC World Service news programmes at 7a.m. and 8a.m. on 
weekdays, during its Music for a New Day breakfast programme. 


Shortwave relays from Singapore (see Asia, above) continue, but historic relays 

via Australian Broadcasting Corporation (ABC) and Radio New Zealand 

International were wound down in the late 1990s. BBC World Service relays on Radio 
Australia now carry the BBC Radio news programmes. 


In the Pacific and New Zealand, the Auckland Radio Trust operates a BBC World Service 
network as a non-profit donation-funded public broadcaster. It broadcasts on 810 kHz 


in Auckland, 107.0 MHz in Whitianga and Whangamata, 107.3 MHz in Kaipara Harbour, 
88.2 MHz in Suva and Nadi, 100.0 MHz in Bairiki and Tarawa, 101.1 MHz in Pohnpei, 
107.6 MHz in Port Moresby, 105.9 MHz in Honiara, 99.0 MHz in Port Vila and Luganville, 
and 100.1 MHz in Funafuti. The station also broadcasts local content. 


In New Zealand, Radio Tarana and members of the Association of Community Access 
Broadcasters carry some BBC World Service programmes. The BBC World Service was 
previously available on 1233 kHz in Wellington between 1990 and 1994, and again from 
1996 to 1997. 


UK 


The BBC World Service is broadcast on DAB, Freeview, Virgin Media and Sky platforms. 
It is also broadcast overnight on the frequencies of BBC Radio 4 following the latter's 
closedown at 0100 British time. The BBC World Service does not receive funding for 
broadcasts to the UK. In southeast England, the station could be picked up reliably on 
medium wave 648 kHz, which was targeted at mainland Europe. The medium wave 
service was closed in 2011 as a cost-cutting measure. 


Presentation 


A previous BBC World Service signature tune and an example of a top-of-the-hour 


announcement. 


The World Service uses several tunes and sounds to represent the station. A previous 
signature tune of the station was a five note motif, composed by David Arnold and 
which comprises a variety of voices declaim "This is the BBC in..." before going on to 
name various cities (e.g. Kampala, Milan, Delhi, Johannesburg), followed by the station's 
slogan and the Greenwich Time Signal.” This was heard throughout the network with 
a few variations - in the UK the full service name was spoken, whereas just the name of 
the BBC was used outside the UK. The phrase "This is London" was used previously in 
place of a station slogan. 


The tune "Lillibullero" was another well known signature tune of the network following 
its broadcast previously as part of the top-of-the-hour sequence. This piece of music is 
no longer heard before news bulletins.“ The use of the tune gained minor controversy 
because of its background as a Protestant marching song in Northern Ireland. 


The BBC World Service announcement and time signal at midnight GMT, 1 January 2009 


In addition to these tunes, the BBC World Service also uses several interval signals. The 
English service uses a recording of Bow Bells, made in 1926 and used a symbol of hope 
during the Second World War, only replaced for a brief time during the 1970s with the 
tune to the nursery rhyme "Oranges and Lemons". The morse code of the letter "V" has 
also been used as a signal and was introduced in January 1941 and had several 
variations including timpani, the first four notes of Beethoven's Fifth Symphony (which 
coincide with the letter "V"), and electronic tones which until recently remained in use 
for some Western European services. In other languages, the interval signal is three 
notes, pitched B-B-C. However, these symbols have been used less frequently. 


The network operates using GMT, regardless of the time zone and time of year, and is 
announced on the hour on the English service as "13 hours Greenwich Mean Time" 
(1300 GMT) or "Midnight Greenwich Mean Time" (0000 GMT). The BBC World Service 
traditionally broadcasts the chimes of Big Ben in London at the start of a new year. 


Magazine publishing 


The BBC World Service previously published magazines and programme guides: 


e London Calling: listings 

e BBC Worldwide: included features of interest to an international audience 
(included London Calling as an insert) 

e BBC on Air. mainly listings 

e BBC Focus on Africa: current affairs 


See also 


EIGSBBC portal 


e BBC World News 

e BBC World Service Television 

e BBC Media Action 

e 1988-94 British broadcasting voice restrictions 
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A timeline of notable events relating to the BBC World Service, the world's largest 
international broadcaster, which began broadcasting in 1932. 


1930s[edit] 


e 1932 


o 19 December - The Empire Service (precursor of the World Service) launches, 
broadcasting on shortwave from Daventry's Borough Hill. 


o 25 December - King George V becomes the first monarch to deliver a Christmas 


Day message by radio, on the Empire Service. 


e 1933 
o No events. 


e 1934 


o No events. 
e 1935 
o No events. 
e 1936 
o No events. 
e 1937 
o No events. 
e 1938 
o 3 January - The BBC begins broadcasting its first foreign-language radio service, 
in Arabic. 
o 14 March Portuguese for Brasil and Spanish for Latin America begin. 
o 4 June - Portuguese for Europe programmes begins. 
o 27 September - German, French and Italian programmes begin. 
o November - The Empire Service is renamed the BBC Overseas Service. 
e 1939 
o 14 May - Afrikaans language programming begins. 
o 4 June - Portuguese for Africa begins. 
o 5 September - Hungarian language programming begins. 
o 7 September - Following the outbreak of World War II, the BBC launches its BBC 
Polish Section. 
o 30 September - Greek language programming begins. 
o 20 November - Turkish language programming begins. 
o 31 December - Czech language programming begins. 
1940s[edit] 
e 1940 
o 7 February - Bulgarian language programming begins. 
o 12 February - Swedish language programming begins. 
o 18 March - Finnish language programming begins 
o 9 April - Danish and Norwegian begin. 
o 11 April - Dutch language programming. 
o 5 May - Cantonese Chinese programming begins. 
o 11 May - Programming in Hindi begins. 
o 12 May - Swedish language programming begins. 
o 28 July - Dutch programme Radio Oranje launches. 
o 10 August - Maltese programming begins. 
o 2 September - Burmese programming begins. 
o 15 September - Romanian programming begins. 
o 16 September - Greek for Cyprus programming begins. 
o 28 September - Belgian French & Belgian Dutch programming begins. 
o 12 November - Albanian programming begins with the launch of the BBC 


Albanian service. 


o 1 December - Icelandic programming begins. 
o 28 December - Persian programming begins. 


1941 

The BBC European Service moves to Bush House in Central London. 

22 April - Slovene programming begins. 

27 April - Thai programming begins. 

2 May - Malay programming begins. 

3 May - Tamil programming begins. 

5 May - Cantonese Chinese programming begins. 

19 May - Mandarin Chinese programming begins 

11 October - Bengali programming begins with the launch of BBC Bangla. 
31 December - Slovak programming begins. 


oo0o00 0 O00 OO 


1942 
o 1 March - Gujarati and Marathi programming begins. 


o 10 March - Sinhala programming begins. 

o 1 October - Hokkien Chinese programming begins. 

o 7 October - Programming in Russian begins. 

o 2 November- French for Canada programming begins. 
1943 


o 29 March - German for Austria programming begins. 
o 26 May - Programming in Russian ends. 

o 29 May - Luxembourgish programming begins. 

o 4 July - Programming in Japanese begins. 


1944 

o 27 February - BBC General Forces Programme replaces the BBC Forces 
Programme (also broadcast on shortwave). 

o 26 June - Icelandic programming ends. 

o 28 August - Dutch for Indonesia and French for South-East Asia programming 
begin. 

o 3 September - Gujarati programming ends. 


1945 
o 1 January - Welsh for Patagonia, Argentina programming begins. 
o 2 April - Dutch for Indonesia programming ends. 


1946 

o 25 May - Dutch for Indonesia programming resumes. 

o 26 May - Programming in Russian resumes. 

o 31 December - Welsh for Patagonia, Argentina programming ends. 


1947 
o No events. 


1948 


o 7 February - Programmes in Hokkien Chinese end. 


e 1949 
o 3 April - Urdu programming begins. 
o 30 October - Hebrew and Indonesian programming begins. 


1950s[edit] 


e 1950 
o No events. 


e 1951 
o 13 May - Dutch for Indonesia programming ends. 
o 3 June - Greek for Cyprus programming ends. 


e 1952 
o 6 February - Vietnamese programming begins. 
o 30 March - Programming in Belgian French & Belgian Dutch ends. 
o 30 May - Programming in Luxembourgish ends. 


e 1953 
o No events. 


e 1954 
o No events. 


e 1955 
o 3 April - French for South-East Asia programming ends. 


e 1956 
o No events. 


e 1957 
o 13 March - Hausa language programming begins with the launch of BBC Hausa. 
o 27 July - Swahili language programming begins. 
o 18 July - The BBC Somali Service launches as a twice-weekly 15-minute 
programme. 
o 10 August - Danish, Dutch, Norwegian Portuguese for Europe end. 
o 8 September - Afrikaans programming ends 
o 15 September - German for Austria programming ends. 


e 1958 
o September - The BBC Somali Service begins daily broadcasts. 
o 25 December - Marathi programming ends. 


e 1959 
o The World Service launches its first sports programme. Called Saturday 
Special the programme runs for one hour in the summer of 1959. 


1960s[edit] 


e 1960 
o 5 March - Thai programming ends. 
o 20 June - French for Africa programming begins. 


e 1961 
o 4 March - Swedish programming ends. 


e 1962 
o 3 June - Programming in Thai resumes. 


e 1963 
o No events. 


e 1964 
o No events. 


e 1965 
o 1 May - The General Overseas Service is renamed the BBC World Service. 


e 1966 
o The World Service’s reach in Africa is expanded with the opening of 


the Ascension Island relay. 
o 4 July Outlook is broadcast for the first time. 


e 1967 
o 20 January - The BBC Albanian service ends 
e 1968 
o 28 October - Hebrew programming ends. 
e 1969 
o 7 June - BBC Nepali launches as a weekly programme.. 
1970s[edit] 
e 1970 


o BBC Nepali expands to a five days a week service. 


e 1971 
o No events. 


e 1972 
o No events. 


e 1973 
o No events. 


e 1974 
o No events. 


e 1975 
o No events. 


e 1976 
o 30 March - Sinhala programming ends. 
o 25 December - English for the Caribbean programming begins. 


e 1977 
o No events. 
e 1978 
o No events. 
e 1979 
o Sportsworld launches. 
1980s[edit] 
e 1980 


o 8 May - Programming in French for Canada ends. 


e 1981 
o 15 August - Pashto programming begins. 
o 31 December - Programming in Italian and Maltese ends. 


e 1982 
o September - The BBC World Service becomes available to UK listeners for the 
first time, albeit only in south east England. 


e 1983 
o No events. 


e 1984 
o No events. 


e 1985 
o August - For the first time in its history the World service is taken off air due to 
strike action in protest at the British government's decision to ban a 
documentary featuring an interview with Martin McGuinness of Sinn Féin. 


e 1986 
o No events. 


e 1987 
o The BBC World Service launches BBC 648 from the Orfordness transmitting 
station. The service provides a tailor-made service for northern Europe featuring 


some French and German programming interwoven with the main output in 
English. 


e 1988 
o Newshour launches.“ 


e 1989 
o 1 April- The BBC launches BBC TV Europe, a subscription-based pan-European 
television station. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1990 
o 11 March - Programming in Sinhala resumes. 


e 1991 

o 16 January - Upon the outbreak of the Gulf War, the BBC begins a continuous 
news service which is broadcast in the UK on BBC Radio 4 FM frequencies and 
around the world on the World Service. 

o 2 March - Radio 4 News FM closes and programming on the World Service 
returns to its usual output. 

o 31 March -Japanese programming ends after 48 years and Malay 
language programming ends after 50 years. 

o 15 April - The BBC World Service Television news service is launched. Unlike 
World Service radio which is funded by direct grant from the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, WSTV is commercially funded and carries advertising, 
which means that it cannot be broadcast in the UK. 

o 29 September - Programmes in Croatian and Serbian begin. 

o 14 October - World Service TV launches its Asian service. 


e 1992 
o 1 June - BBC Ukrainian launches. 
o June - The World Service launches a programming covering the Wimbledon 
Championships called Soortsworld at Wimbledon. 
o The BBC World Service is broadcast regularly on FM in the UK for the first time 
when it begins to be carried overnight on BBC Local Radio. 


e 1993 
o 20 February - The BBC Albanian service is relaunched after being off air for 26 
years. 
o November - The World Service’s monthly listings magazine London Calling is 
‘replaced’ with a 100-page colour magazine and is renamed BBC Worldwide. It is 
later renamed to BBC On Air. 


e 1994 
o 8 September - Kinyarwanda programming begins. 
o 30 November - Azerbaijani and Uzbek programming begins. 


e 1995 


o 26 January - BBC World Service Television is renamed BBC World and is 
launched as an international free-to-air news channel 19:00 GMT. 

o 31 March - French programming ends. 

1 April - Kazakh and Kyrgyz programming begins. 

o 27 September - The BBC begins regular Digital Audio Broadcasting, initially just 
from the Crystal Palace transmitting station. Consequently, the World Service 
becomes available to listeners across the UK on a 24/7 basis for the first time. 


(e) 


e 1996 
o 6 January - Macedonian programming begins. 
o 9 June - A Sunday edition of Sportworld launches. 


e 1997 
o March - The first edition of Everywoman is broadcast. 
o 4 November - Debut of the BBC World Service soap Westway. 
o 31 December - The Finnish service ends after 57 years.” 


e 1998 


o The overnight simulcast on FM of the BBC World Service in the UK transfers 
from BBC Local Radio to BBC Radio 4. 


e 1999 
o BBC 648, which provided French and German language content for northern 
Europe from the Orfordness transmitting station, ends with the closure of the 
BBC's German service.® - the French for Europe service had closed in 1995. 
1 Consequently, all programming from this transmitter is in English only. 


2000s/[edit] 


e 2000 
o No events. 


e 2001 
o Technology programme Go Digital launches. 


e 2002 
o No events. 


e 2003 
o No events. 


e 2004 
o December - The final edition of BBC On Air is published.“ 


e 2005 


o 5 October - It is announced that broadcasts in a number of European languages 
will end by March 2006, to finance the launch in 2007 of TV news services 
in Arabic and Persian.24 

o 10 October - The BBC’s Latin American service is renamed BBC Mundo. 


o October - The BBC World Service soap opera Westway comes to an end after 
eight years on air. 

o 16 December - Kazakh programming ends. 

o 23 December - Polish programming ends after 66 years 
and Slovene programming ends after 64 years. 

o 30 December - Bulgarian programming ends after 65 years. 

o 31 December - Hungarian and Greek programming end, both after 66 years 
and Slovak programmes ends after 64 years. 


2006 

o 13 January - Thai programming ends for a second time. 

o 31 January - Croatian programming ends. 

o 28 February - Czech programming ends. 

o April- The final edition of Everywoman is broadcast.22. Archived episodes of the 
programme have since been made available on the BBC website. 

o October - The first edition of World Have Your Say is broadcast. 


2007 
o No events. 


2008 
o 18 February - The World Service ends analogue short wave broadcasting in 
Europe. = 


o 6 April - Discussion programme The Forum debuts. 
o 1 August - Romanian broadcasts end after 69 years. 


2009 
o No events. 


2010s[edit] 


2010 
o September - The BBC announces that Sportsworld at Wimbledon is to be axed as 
a cost-cutting measure. £23 


2011 

o January - The closure of the Albanian, Macedonian, Portuguese for Africa, 
Serbian## and English for the Caribbean services is announced. All of these 
services close over the next three months. This reflected the financial situation 
the Corporation faced following transfer of responsibility for the Service from the 
Foreign Office, so that it would in future have been funded from within licence 
fee income. 

o 27 March - These budget cuts also result in the switching off of the Orfordness 
transmitting station in Suffolk, which had been transmitting the BBC World 
Service on 648 kHz MW to much of northern Europe since 1982. 

o 29 March - Technology programme Go Digital is renamed Click. 

o Also in 2011, the Russian, Ukrainian, Mandarin Chinese, Turkish, Vietnamese, 
Azeri, and Spanish for Cuba services ceased radio broadcasting, and the Hindi, 


Indonesian, Kyrgyz, Nepali, Swahili, Kinyarwanda and Kirundi services ceased 
shortwave transmissions. 


e 2012 


o 12 July - The BBC World Service relocates to Broadcasting House after 70 years 
at Bush House. 


o 23 July - Newsday is broadcast for the first time. == It replaces The World 
Today and Network Africa 


e 2013 
o 1 April - World Briefing, the World Service’s standard 30-minute news bulletin, is 
cancelled and replaced by The Newsroom. 


e 2014 
o 1 April- The World Service stops being funded by the UK Government 
grant £ and is now funded by the television licence fee and the profits of BBC 
Worldwide Ltd." although the Government is providing limited funding until 
2020.2% 
o 10 july - Thai programming re-commences, but only on social media.24 


e 2015 
o No events. 


e 2016 
o November - The BBC announces the largest expansion of foreign language 
programming since the 1940s. 


e 2017 

o 21 August - The first of the new language services start broadcasting when 
transmissions in Nigerian Pidgin begin. 

o 18 September - Programming in Afaan Oromoo and Tigrinya begin. 

o 26 September - Korean programming begins. 

o 2 October - 
= After 73 years off air, Gujarati programming resumes and after 59 years off 

air, Marathi programming resumes. 

= Programming in Punjabi and Telugu begin. 


e 2018 
o 19 February - Programming in Igbo and Yoruba begins.22 
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Logo 


BBC Arabic may refer to the Literary Arabic language radio station run by the BBC 
World Service, as well as the BBC's satellite TV channel, and the website that serves as 
an Literary Arabic language news portal and provides online access to both the TV and 
radio broadcasts. 


The radio service is broadcast from Broadcasting House in London as well as from a BBC 
Bureau in Cairo. The target audience is in the Arab world (North Africa and Western 
Asia). 


History[edit] 
Origins[edit] 


In 1936, the BBC helped the British Colonial Office set up the Palestine Broadcasting 
Service in Jerusalem, a medium wave radio broadcast. This was created as a way to 
broadcast British views to the Arab world. This was partly in response to the Italian 
Literary Arabic language radio broadcasts that were transmitted by medium wave 

from Bari, and also in short wave from Rome, beginning in 1934. After the Second Italo- 
Abyssinian War, these broadcasts became strongly anti-British. 


In the years leading up to the 1938 establishment of the BBC Literary Arabic language 
service, there were plans by the British Foreign Office to set up radio broadcasts based 
in Cyprus.231 Cyprus at the time was a Crown Colony in the British Empire, and seen as 
more stable than Palestine, a British Mandate.“ Also during this time, the BBC was 
insistent that its established news standards not be compromised in the name of 
broadcasting Arabic-language British propaganda.2 


In 1938, 16 years after the British Broadcasting Corporation was founded, the BBC 
began broadcasting in Literary Arabic.“ BBC Arabic is considered one of the oldest 
and longest running foreign-language news services. 


Early Programming([edit] 


The BBC Arabic service started in 1938 as 65 minute broadcasts. In 1940 the broadcasts 
had grown to 1 hour and 25 minutes, and close to two hours by 1942.” By the end of 
World War Il, the Literary Arabic language programme was three hours.“ 


The first broadcasts in 1938 featured one news bulletin. Later, by 1940, a second news 
bulletin followed the morning reading of the Quran.“ In 1942 a third news bulletin was 
broadcast at "midday" at 10:45 GMT, 12:45 local time in the Levant. While the news 
bulletins were essentially translations of the BBC's English-language Empire Service, 
BBC London was in direct contact with the Foreign Office's diplomatic posts abroad as a 
source if local news. In 1943 the Literary Arabic Service established a Cairo Office, 
enabling direct news gathering in the Middle East. 


Key Figuresj/edit] 
First Organizer[ edit] 


e Steward Perowne (1938-39) 
First Editors| edit] 


e A. S. Calvert (1938) 
e Donald Stephenson (from 1939) 


Director Near Eastern Services[edit] 


e Sigmar Hillelson (from 1940) 
Director Eastern Services| edit] 


e Donald Stephenson (from 1945) 


Head Eastern Services| edit] 


e Charles Pennethorne Hughes (from 1948) 
Head Eastern Service| edit] 


e Gordon Waterfeield (from 1949) 
Head Arabic Service| edit] 


e Gordon Waterfield (from 1959) 

e James Thomson (from 196) 

e Charles McLelland (from 1971) 

e Hamilton Duckworth (from 1976) 
e Eric Bowman (from 1981) 

e James Norris (from 1986) 

e Bob Jobbins (from 1988) 


Programming[edit] 


BBC Arabic broadcasts programs and hourly news bulletins 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week, @ 


Radio Broadcasts(edit] 


e Hadeeth as-Saa'a (Hourly Updates)24 
e Tahqeeq (Investigation)2” 
e BBC Xtra (Daily program)22 


Television programmes(edit] 


e Nugtat Hewar (Talking Point)": 

e = ='Alimna (Our World)2” 

e 4 Tech (Technology Programme)22 

e Sa'at Hisaab (Tunisia two months after the revolution)2” 

e Saba'at Ayyam (Seven Days)2” 

e Hasaad al-Yowm (Today's Harvest, news round-up)24 

e Al-Ahamm wa al-Muhimm (The Most Important and the Important)24 
e Barnamaj liqaa' (Interview Programme) 


Television|[edit] 
See also: BBC Arabic Television 


The BBC launched an Arabic-language satellite channel on 11 March 2008. 


Web{edit] 


BBC Arabic radio and television both use the BBC Arabic website as an online news 
portal. The website facilitates online access to the other two broadcasts. 


Phonef[edit] 
A live stream of BBC Arabic is available to listeners in the US by calling 712-432-7877. 


Further reading| edit] 


e Partner, Peter (1988) Arab Voices: The BBC Arabic Service 1938-1988. London: 
British Broadcasting Corporation. 
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External links[edit] 


e BBC Arabic at BBC Online 


e BBC Arabic Listen Online 
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BBC Bangla (QQ0000 00000) 


Type Radio network and website 


Country United Kingdom 


Availability International 


Owner BBC 


Key people Sabir Mustafa (Editor)! 


Launch date 1941 


Official website bbc.com/bengali 


BBC Bangla (Bengali: O00000 O00000) is a Bengali language service of the BBC World 
Service.” 


History[edit] 


BBC Bangla was launched on 11 October 1941 with a 15-minute programme under 
the BBC World Service. BBC Bangla's headquarters used to be Bush House, but, since 
2012, it has been broadcast from Broadcasting House in London as well as from BBC 
bureaux in Dhaka and Kolkata... 


Broadcasting[edit] 


The programmes of BBC Bangla are broadcast on FM_ 

radio, mediumwave and shortwave, their website and their internet radio and video 
services.21 BBC Bangla reaches 13,000,000 Bengali speaking people. Its radio and online 
services have listeners from many Bengali communities including those 

in Bangladesh, West Bengal, Tripura and Assam. 


Programming[edit] 


BBC Bangla mainly focuses on news-based daily programming and sports news. They 
also broadcast entertainment programmes, news analysis, and discussion about daily 
newspapers’ lead stories.” In addition they respond to and discuss messages and 
opinions from the audience. 


Broadcasts on FM Radio[edit] 


e Dhaka - FM 100 

e Kolkata - FM 90.4 

e Barisal - FM 105 

e Comilla - FM 103.6 

e Cox's Bazar - FM 100.8 
e Thakurgaon - FM 92 
e Chittagong - FM 88.8 
e Rangpur - FM 88.8 

e Rajshahi - FM 88.8 

e Sylhet - FM 88.8 

e Khulna - FM 88.8"! 


Bangladesh Songlap[edit] 


BBC Bangladesh Songlap is a live programme of the BBC Bangla service broadcast in 
association with Bangladeshi satellite channel Channel i.“ The main focus of this 
programme is questions from the general public to relevant authorities about important 
issues, © 


See also[edit] 


EIGSBBC portal 


e BBC Urdu 

e BBC Persian 
e BBC Hausa 

e BBC Somali 
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BBC Hausa 


Type Radio network and website 
Country United Kingdom 
Availability International 

Owner BBC 

Launch date 13 March 1957 


Official website www.bbc.com/hausa/ 


Language Hausa 


BBC Hausa is the Hausa language service of BBC World Service meant primarily for the 
Hausa-speaking world in Nigeria, Ghana, Niger and the rest of Hausa speakers in West 
Africa. It is part of BBC foreign language output of 33 languages, of which five are 
African languages. The language service include radio station, Abuja bureau office and 
daily updated website which serves as a news portal and provides information as well 
as analyses in text, audio and video and provides online access to radio broadcasts. The 
radio service is broadcast from Broadcasting House in London and preliminary editing 
done at BBC bureau office in Abuja.” 


History[edit] 


BBC Hausa service was the first African language service begun by BBC and is one of 
the five African languages it broadcasts. The service was launched on 13 March 1957, at 
0930 GMT with a 15-minute programme under BBC World Service presented by Aminu 
Abdullahi Malumfashi. Later, a translated version was read by Abubakar Tunau in the 
programme West Africa in the News.2!31 The programmae was then aired on 
Wednesdays and Fridays only. Daily programme started one year later on 1 June, 1958 
and continuously run since then. 


In March 2017, the BBC celebrated its Hausa service 60th Anniversary in Abuja. The 
director of the BBC World Service Group, Fran Unsworth attended. She said in part: 


"We are very proud of the BBC Hausa service and the many years of vital broadcasting 
it has provided for our audience. This fantastic milestone shows its great success, and 
long may it continue".2 


Nigerian President, Muhammadu Buhari also sent a voice message at the occasion 
where he made known that he is BBC Hausa loyal listener and has spent many years 
listening its programmes. 


In its early days BBC rose to prominence in Hausa speaking world due to style of its 
reporting. It has conducted interviews with many prominent African politicians. 


Abuja office(edit] 
BBC Abuja office was opened in 2002.8 


Broadcasting|[edit] 


At many times BBC Hausa service have senior editor, producers, assistant editor and 
senior reporter. There are also stringers in key Nigerian cities such 

as Kaduna, Kano, Jos, Enugu, Abuja and Sokoto as well as stringers in Niger 
republic, Ghana and the People's Republic of China. 


Broadcast by FM Radio stations in Nigeria(edit] 


Many BBC Programme are rebroadcast by Nigerian media houses both radio and 
television through special partnership with the BBC World Service, these include the 
following media house: 


e Yola, Adamawa State -Radio Gotel - 917kHz AM 

e Maiduguri, Borno State -BRTV - 94.5FM 

e Kano, Kano State -Freedom Radio - 99.5FM 

e Dutse, Jigawa State -Freedom Radio - 99.5FM 

e Kaduna, Kaduna State -Freedom Radio - 99.5FM 

e Jos, Plateau State -PRTV - 88.65 FM, 92.1 FM, 90.5 FM, and 1313 kHz AM 
e Sokoto, Sokoto State -Rima Radio - 97.1FM, 540kHz AM 


Online presence{edit] 


Aotmu ra su ce me moha y Ga mannan 


© 
bash? ~ 


BBC Hausa website in 2017. 


With the advent of digital means of communication, listening to traditional radio set 
have been steadily declining sice 1990s.“ BBC Hausa radio reaches around 17.7 million 
people every week and the website bbchausa.com is among the most visited websites 
in Nigeria. 2 


Perception of the service[edit] 


A 2010 research report by the BBC Trust found that there is "a wide distrust of local 
media in the Hausa speaking regions of Africa where locals perceive local broadcasters 
and journalists as open to manipulation." 


See also[edit] 


EIGSBBC portal 
i ' 
Journalism portal 


e BBC Urdu 

e BBC Persian 
e BBC Bangla 
e BBC Somali 
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External links[edit] 


e BBC Hausa at BBC Online 
e Research on the BBC Hausa Service 
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BBC Nepali 
QUOU00 OOOO 


BIBIC 
qare 


Type Radio network and website 


Country SES United Kingdom and Nepal 


Availability International 


Owner BBC 


Launch date 7 June 1969 


Official website BBC Nepali 


BBC Nepali (Nepali: D00000 O00000) is one of the 27 language services provided under 
the BBC World Service's foreign language output. It broadcasts in the Nepali 
language on FM and over the internet. 


History[edit] 


BBC Nepali was launched on 7 June 1969 as a weekly program on the BBC World 
Service. In the early years the programs were hosted by Nepali students studying in the 
United Kingdom. In 1970 BBC’s Nepali output became available five days a week, and 
later was made available on every day of the week. Initially, the programs were directed 
at British Gorkha soldiers working in Hong Kong. Later it became widely popular in the 
Nepali community as impartial and trustworthy news broadcasting. Today the 
broadcasts are received by Nepali speakers worldwide. 


Programming[edit] 


BBC Nepali concentrates on news, analysis, and discussion. It covers 45 minutes of 
Radio Time. A daily fifteen-minute program is transmitted at 07:15 AM (UTC +1:30) and 
half-hour program is transmitted at 8:45 PM (UTC +5:45). Basically, the half- hour 
program is concentrated just on news & other certain programmes like BBC common 
issues program is a very effective program. 


See also[edit] 


EIGEBBC portal 


e BBC 
e BBC World Service 
e BBC News 


e BBC newsreaders and journalists 

e BBC television news programmes 

e List of BBC newsreaders and reporters 

e List of former BBC newsreaders and journalists 

e List of companies based in London 

e List of television programmes broadcast by the BBC 
e Stations of the BBC 

e The Green Book 

e British television 

e Early television stations 

e Gaelic broadcasting in Scotland 

e Public service broadcasting in the United Kingdom 

e Quango, an abbreviation for quasi-autonomous non-governmental organisation 


References[edit] 
External links[edit] 


e BBC Nepali 
e Listen to BBC Nepali 
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BBC Brasil is the subsidiary of BBC in Brazil and Latin America. Acting as world news 
provider in Portuguese and news agency, BBC Brasil possesses resources such as 
physical installed branches in São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro and team especially 
assigned in London. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Brasil at BBC Online (in Portuguese) 
e Mobile (in Portuguese) 
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For the parent World Service, see BBC World Service. 


BBC Mundo 
BIB 

Type Radio network and website 
Country United Kingdom 
Availability Worldwide 
Owner BBC 
Key people Julia Zapata 
Launch date 1938 


Official website = jews. bbc.co.uk/hi/spanish/news/ 


bbcmundo.com 


BBC Mundo (Spanish for BBC World) is part of the BBC World Service's foreign 
language output, one of 40 languages it provides. 


History[edit] 


BBC Mundo is the BBC’s service for the Spanish-speaking world. It is part of BBC World 
Service. The website offers news, information and analysis in text, audio and video. 


BBC Mundo has its headquarters on the fifth floor of the BBC’s New Broadcasting House 
in London. The BBC’s Spanish service also has a newsroom in Miami, offices in Buenos 
Aires and México City, and reporters in Washington DC, Los 

Angeles, Havana, Caracas, Bogota, Santiago, Quito, Lima and Madrid. BBC Mundo 
benefits from the international newsgathering strength of the BBC which has journalists 
in more places than any other international news broadcaster. 


The website bbcmundo.com was born in 1999 as a debate site - a single page dedicated 
to encouraging a weekly discussion of specific subjects on the global news agenda. 


“There were only two of us working on the site at the time, the site was neither 
supposed to nor able to reflect the changing news. The Clinton/Lewinski scandal hit in 
the middle of a week where the page was encouraging debate on a totally different 
topic, highlighting beautifully how extremely difficult it is to not update a BBC-branded 
site continuously and retain credibility,” remembers Julia Zapata, first editor of the site 
and later Head of BBC Mundo until 2009. 


The BBC then decided to allocate funding for 24x7 news websites in Spanish, Russian, 
Chinese and Arabic. The first major wave of change involved recruitment, training and 
staffing and resulted in the creation of the site indexes needed to deliver full 24x7 
region-specific, interactive and multimedia coverage. 


“The next stage were years of consolidation, editorial growth and creative 
experimentation. This culminated with the combined World Service language websites 
winning a 2007 Webby Award, and BBC Mundo winning the prestigious Ortega y Gasset 
Online Journalism award in 2007,” says Zapata. However, less than a month after 
winning the award, a major budget cut across the World Service was announced. As a 
result, BBC Mundo radio broadcasts were reduced. 


The Latin American service of the BBC[edit] 


The first BBC broadcast in Spanish took place on 14 March 1938 when the BBC’s Latin 
American Service (el Servicio Latinoamericano de la BBC) was launched, initially airing 
15-minute radio transmissions in Spanish and Portuguese. The service was launched in 
response to broadcasts by the governments of Nazi Germany and fascist Italy which had 
begun a strong propaganda campaign aimed at Latin America. Lord John Reith, Director- 
General of the BBC, made a speech on the day to welcome the Spanish-speaking 
listeners. 


Following the installation of new transmitters, the service was extended to three, and 
later to four, hours a day. The BBC also arranged rebroadcasts by a number of local 
stations across Latin America. 


The Mexican writer Elena Poniatowska remembers how her mother told her about her 
trust in the BBC: “We lived in México and she looked frenetically for news about the war 
because my father was at the frontline.” The first Spanish service journalists 
remembered those times as really tough. They witnessed the destruction of their studio, 
then in Broadcasting House. (Later the service was moved to Bush House along with 
BBC’s other language services, where it stayed until 2012.) 


When World War II began, the BBC Latin American Service was important in countering 
propaganda from Axis Power radio networks. The BBC broadcast news and information 
in favour of the Allies, along with information about the situation of the occupied 
countries under Nazi Germany, and the persecution of Europe's Jewish population. 


After the war, the Latin American service’s broadcasts expanded, and features and arts 
programming returned. One such notable addition was Carrusel Londinense, with live 
orchestras, singers and comedians entertaining the audience. Radio dramas were also a 
success - e.g., the adaptation of Cervantes’ Don Quixote de La Mancha. 


The next decades were shaped by news about the Cold War, the Cuban Revolution and 
the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the race for space supremacy. However, the BBC’s 
Spanish-language radio also gave a lot of prominence to culture thanks to journalists 
such as Juan Peirano, Eduardo de Benito, Julio Garcia and Jackie Richards. 


Shortwave radio transmissions became vital to Latin America during the 1970s, when 
most of the countries in the region were under military rule. Many people tuned in to 
the BBC during times of political crisis and military coups, as in Chile in the aftermath of 
September 1973. 


The BBC Latin American Service's credibility was put in the spotlight when Great 
Britain went to war with Argentina over the Falkland/Malvinas Islands. Despite the fact 
that BBC World Service was funded by the British Foreign Office, BBC journalists did 
their best to deliver unbiased coverage of the conflict, reporting Argentine statements 
and claims without comment. 


The even-handed approach of the BBC had its critics at home - including the 
government. The BBC defended its position by declaring, for example, that "it is not the 
BBC's role to boost British troops' morale", and that "the widow in Portsmouth is no 
different from the widow of Buenos Aires". 


When the British government took control of one BBC transmitter on the Ascension 
Island to broadcast the propagandist Radio Atlantico Sur, “the BBC reacted and warned 
people, especially its audience in Argentina, that English propaganda was about to 
broadcast instead of impartial information,” remembers the Argentinean writer Osvaldo 
Soriano. 


The Argentinean government tried to interfere with the BBC’s shortwave transmissions, 
jamming them and issuing a decree forbidding radio stations in Argentina to contact the 
BBC’s Latin American Service for interviews. 


The BBC’s service in Spanish expanded during the 1990s when satellite technologies 
allowed more access to the service across the continent. Interactive programmes 
flourished, among them &/ Circuito which broadcast opinions and messages of 
thousands of listeners and was a source of great anecdotes. 


The spread of satellite transmissions as well as the emergence of the web and the 
competition with television channels resulted in the decline of shortwave broadcasting 
in the region. The BBC’s Spanish-language radio programmes such as El Circuito, 
Enfoque, Estudio Abierto, Via Libre, Futbol Europa and Notas de Jazz became available 
for listening across Latin America via local radio stations. The BBC’s Spanish-language 
news website was created. 


On 10 October 2005, the BBC Latin American Service officially changed its name to BBC 
Mundo. 


A new ageledit] 


According to Julia Zapata, one of the immediate benefits of the 2007 budget cuts “was 
to allow [BBC Mundo] to focus completely on the website and produce high-impact 
output such as the NarcoMéxico special which won two BBC Global News awards for 
multimedia production in 2008.” Radio broadcasts ceased in 2011. 


From 2012, BBC Mundo was headed by Hernando Alvarez who took over from Hilary 
Bishop. He also later became Head of the Americas Hub of BBC World Service. Today, 
bbcmundo.com has a news philosophy based on creative angles and thorough analysis 
which complement the information its audience receive in their own countries. 


Alvarez says that one of the key distinguishing features of BBC Mundo is “the range of 
its editorial remit, where technology, science, health, art and culture are treated with 
the same relevance as current-affairs stories. Whatever is the subject of the BBC Mundo 
coverage, it challenges pre-conceptions and gets to the core of the issue.” 


The website has syndication partnerships with major news websites across Latin 
America: MSN portals (Latam, Argentina, Chile, Peru, Colombia, Costa Rica, Latino USA 
and Prodigy Mexico), TERRA portals (Mexico, USA Latino, Argentina, Chile, Peru, 
Colombia, Spain), and BING portals (Mexico, Latam, Argentina, Chile, Peru, Colombia, 
Spain, Latino USA); and prominent newspapers, magazines and websites such as El 
Comercio (Peru), La Tercera (Chile), La Nacion (Argentina), El Nacional (Venezuela), 
Semana (Colombia), Animal P (Mexico), El Mostrador (Chile), Ecuavisa (Ecuador), 
Caracol (Colombia), Analitica (Venezuela), 24horas.cl (Chile), Noticias24 (Venezuela); 
and YouTube. 


In the beginning of 2014, 15 years after its creation, bbcmundo.com had over 8.5 
million monthly unique visitors who read its stories, follow its live texts, watch its videos 
and share their comments via its Facebook and Twitter accounts. 
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BBC Persian is the Persian language radio station and TV operated by the BBC which 
conveys the latest political, social, economical and sport news relevant 

to Iran, Afghanistan, and Tajikistan, and the world. Its headquarters are 

in London, United Kingdom. 


Radio[edit] 


The BBC first started a Persian radio service during World War Il on 29 December 1940, 
encouraged by the Foreign Office, as part of its Empire Service. The government 
reasons for prioritising this was concern that the Iranian king, Reza Shah Pahlavi, was 
sympathetic to Nazi Germany. Following the Anglo-Soviet invasion of Iran in August 
1941, the Foreign Office encouraged broadcasting about king's autocratic style and 
republican systems of Government. 


The Persian Service continued after the war as part of the BBC General Overseas 
Service, with more editorial independence from the UK government. However the risk of 
the Iranian nationalisation of Anglo-Persian Oil Company created an exceptional 
circumstance causing the Foreign Office to issue memorandums of advice and lists of 
points to make to the BBC, and the amount of broadcasting more than doubled. This 
caused many Iranians to believe the Persian Service was not independent, and an 
advisor of Prime Minister Mohammad Mosaddegh said the "BBC was the voice of British 
imperialism and we did not trust it". 


Role in 1953 Iranian coup d'étatiedit] 
Main article: 1953 Iranian coup d'état 


The British government used the BBC's Persian service for advancing its propaganda 
against democratically elected Prime minister of Iran Mohammad Mosaddegh and anti- 
Mosaddegh material were repeatedly aired on the radio channel 2 to the extent that 
Iranian staff at the BBC Persian radio went on strike to protest the move.“ The BBC 
was at times even used directly in the operations, sending coded messages to the coup 
plotters by changing the wording of its broadcasts.“ 


In a documentary Cinematograph aired on August 18, 2011 on the anniversary of the 
coup, BBC Persian channel admitted for the first time to the role of the BBC Persian 
radio as the propaganda arm of the British government in Iran. "The British government 
used the BBC Persian radio for advancing its propaganda against Mosaddegh and anti- 
Mosaddegh material were repeatedly aired on the radio channel to the extent that 
Iranian staff at the BBC Persian radio went on strike to protest the move" the 
Cinematograph narrator said. 


The Cinematograph also quoted a classified document going back to July 21, 1951 in 
which a Foreign Office official thanked the British ambassador for his proposals that 
were followed to the word by the BBC Persian radio to strengthen its propaganda 
against Mosaddegh. “The BBC had already made most of the points which you listed, 
but they were very glad to have an indication from you of what was likely to be most 
effective and will arrange their programme accordingly,” the document shown in part 


on the program read. “We should also avoid direct attacks on the ‘ruling classes' since it 
seems probable that we may want to deal with a government drawn from those classes 
should Mosaddegh fall,” it added. The document further stressed that the Foreign Office 
“shall be grateful for [the ambassador's] comments on the propaganda line we have 
proposed”. 


Under Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi(edit] 


From 1965 the newly formed BBC World Service took over the running of the BBC 
Persian Service. 


In the years before the revolution, the BBC Persian Service became highly trusted and 
liked by listeners, and gained mass appeal beyond intellectuals and the Iranian 
diaspora. 


Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and his supporters became critical of the BBC in creating the 
environment for the popular upheaval that eventually led to the Iranian Revolution in 
February 1979.4 The Shah frequently sent telegrams to the BBC about Persian Service 
reporting. The Iranian Ambassador in London, Parviz Radji, tried to tone down these 
complaints recognising the BBC was acting independently, but had many meetings with 
the top management of the BBC in the late 1970s, including the Director-General lan_ 
Trethowan. In the year before the revolution the Persian Service interviewed the major 
contenders: one with Ayatollah Khomeini, three or four with Prime Minister Shapur 
Bakhtiar and two with Karim Sanjabi, leader of the National Front who were seeking a 
peaceful democratic transition from the Shah's rule. 


During the revolution Iranian media was heavily censored, resulting in long strikes by 
journalists, and the BBC Persian Service gained an even larger country-wide audience. 


After the 1979 revolution(edit] 


In 1980 the BBC correspondent in Iran was expelled and the BBC office 

in Tehran closed. For 19 years the BBC covered Iran from London with occasional short 
visits to Iran by correspondents. However after the 1999 election of 

President Mohammad Khatami the BBC was able to re-open a Tehran office with a 
resident correspondent. 


As of 2000, BBC Persian Service output was about 28 hours per week, with a mixture of 
news, education and entertainment programmes. 


Internet[edit] 

BBC Persian has had a web presence since May 2001.4 
Television|[edit] 

Main article: BBC Persian Television 


In 2008, the BBC announced the launch of the BBC Persian Television. It was launched 
in January 2009 and is based in BBC Broadcasting House, London. It complements the 
BBC's existing Persian-language radio and online services. 


It was initially broadcast for eight hours a day, seven days a week, from 17.00 to 01.00 
hours - peak viewing time in Iran. It is freely available to anyone with a satellite dish in 
the region. 


BBC proposals for the service were drawn up by senior BBC management. These were 
approved by the then BBC Governors - the body that oversaw the BBC and ensures the 
BBC's independence from the UK Government. They were then submitted to the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office (FCO) for their consent as the BBC is obliged to do under the 
agreement with the FCO. 


The operating cost of £15m a year will be funded by the UK Government. Funding for 
the new service was announced by then UK Chancellor of the Exchequer Gordon 
Brown in a speech in October 2006. The funding was confirmed by the next Chancellor 
of the Exchequer Alistair Darling in October 2007. Some 140 staff are employed of 
which about 40 are support personnel. 


Staff harassment([edit] 


In 2018 the BBC made an appeal to the United Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva 
to help stop Iran from harassing its Persian Service staff in the United Kingdom and their 
families in Iran. The BBC states Iran began targeting BBC Persian staff after the 2009 
Iranian presidential election protests, when the Iranian government accused foreign 
media and intelligence services of interference. Iran has accused 152 current and 
former staff and contributors of "conspiracy against national security" and started 
criminal investigations, as well as instigating an asset freeze on many of those staff." 


Iran rejects the harassment allegations. Iran's permanent mission to the UN in Geneva 
stated "BBC Persian is not an independent media network ... Its financial and political 
affiliation with the ministry of foreign affairs and the British security agencies has been 
very serious,"22 


In 2016 former BBC World Service Trust employee, British-Iranian dual citizen Nazanin 
Zaghari-Ratcliffe, who had worked as a junior training assistant in the Trust's Iran Media 
Development Project in 2009 and 2010, was convicted of spying and spreading 
propaganda against the Islamic Republic and imprisoned for five years.2442! In 2017 UN 
human rights experts called on Iran to release Zaghari-Ratcliffe stating "We consider 
that Ms. Zaghari-Ratcliffe has been arbitrarily deprived of her liberty and that her right 
to a fair trial before an independent and impartial tribunal has been violated ... These 
are flagrant violations of Iran’s obligations under international law".22! 
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BBC Punjabi(in Punjabi 000000 QOUU00(Gurumukhi) why ww w w (Shahmukhi) is an 
international news service in Punjabi language. It was started on 2 October 2017." The 
service is being operated on websites and social networking sites.The launch is part of 
the World Service's biggest expansion since the 1940s, following a government funding 
boost announced in 2016.”! Target audiences are Punjabis from India, Pakistan and 
other western countries with significant Punjabi population 

like Canada, Britain and Australia®According to BBC' s official website Punjabi 

language spoken by 100 million people, the 11th most used language in the world. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Punjabi (Gurmukhi) website 
e BBC Punjabi (Shahmukhi) website 
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BBC News Russian 


BI BIC 
NEWS 


PYCCKAA 
CAYKBA 


Type Internet, IPTV, previously radio 
network 

Country United Kingdom 

Availability International 


Owner BBC 


Launch date 1946 


Official 
website 


bbc.com/russian 


BBC News Russian (Russian: BBC News Pycckas cnyx6a) - formerly BBC Russian 
Service (Russian: Pycckas cnýx6a Bn-6n-cń) - is part of the BBC World Service's foreign 
language output, one of nearly 40 languages it provides. 


History[edit] 


The BBC Russian Service began broadcasting on 26 March 1946. 


However, during World War Il there were sporadic broadcasts to the Soviet Union in 
Russian only. Most of these broadcasts were after 1942. 


These were mainly short news bulletins or announcements relating to UK Foreign 
Office policy in Russian from 1943 onwards but often weeks or months apart. 


In the Cold War-era broadcasts were severely jammed. Despite this, it tried to bring to 
listeners in Soviet Union information they were deprived of, including works of writers 
and dissidents who could not publish their work at home, such as Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn. Jamming finally stopped in the late 1980s, as perestroika took hold. 


Broadcasting|[edit] 


The BBC Russian Service has moved all its operation to the Internet, halting radio 
broadcasting after 65 years on air. 


Before the final decision to concentrate on online production the Russian Service radio 
was available only on AM. 


The BBC Russian Service partnered '2r2ee0e1 with Bol'shoe Radio (Russian: Bonbwoe 
pagno), an FM broadcaster in Moscow between April and August 2007. Daily broadcasts 
alternated between the Russian Service and Radio Moscow. On 17 August 2007 Bol'shoe 
Radio notified the BBC World Service that it planned to stop transmission of BBC 
programming in Russian as of that afternoon. BBC content was not aired as usual at 
1700 (Moscow time); the station was ordered by its owner, the financial group Finam, to 
pull the shows or risk being taken off air altogether. The BBC planned to appeal against 
the decision.” In its 2007 Foreign and Commonwealth Office Annual Report the House of 
Commons' Foreign Affairs Committee concluded that "the development of a partnership 
with the international arm of a Russian state broadcasting network puts the BBC World 
Service's reputation for editorial independence at risk".2 


Masha Karp, Martin Dewhirst, Victor Suvorov, Vladimir Bukovsky , !st#tiorneetem Qleg 
Gordievsky!stionneedes Criticized the BBC Russian service for giving less coverage to 
viewpoints outside of those approved by the Russian government.24 


The criticism ignored!<iereede the fact that Alexander Litvinenko’s last interview from his 
hospital bed was with BBC Russian and it had featured !##ex2eeen a full spectrum of views 
about his death. 


An article in The Economist suggested that the BBC's desire to continue using local 
transmitters in Russia may conflict with its neutrality.“ The BBC World Service denied 
itictation needed Nd said the problems it faced in acquiring carriage on FM in Russia emanated 
from the growing impact its distinctive programmes were having with audiences rather 
than weakening the quality of its output. They said it was the awkward journalistic 
questions the BBC had asked that inspired the authorities to bring persistent pressure to 
bear upon its FM partners to drop its programmes until the threat of losing their licences 
altogether became too strong. In November 2008 the BBC World Service announced! 
neededl @ far-reaching strategy rethink, seeing most of the Russian Service's standalone 
news bulletins end and two blocks of current affairs programming widened. The strategy 
envisioned closure of longer, lighter feature programmes and aggregating some of their 
elements such as insights on British culture into a new weekend programme. 


The news drew sharp criticism from British experts on Russia who argued that the BBC 
World Service had weakened its editorial line under pressure from Kremlin and that it 
lost crucial links with British culture and political thought. 


The BBC World Service responded!t#t22#ee4e that the changes were necessary to solidify 
radio output at peak audience times coupled with lack of FM frequencies throughout its 
target audience and restrictions imposed by the Russian Government. 


BBC World Service said!#æenneeæa that far from dropping analytical and cultural 
programming, as claimed, the BBC Russian service was strengthening the provision of 
journalism about politics and culture, and giving it space within high-profile programmes 
seven days a week at times when most listeners were available. They also argued that 
their limited budget would be better spent on creating a better website - which is an 
area of growth in news consumption and which the Russian authorities had not yet 
attempted to censor or block. 


They also argued!##enneeea that their limited budget would be better spent on creating a 
better website - which the Russian authorities had not yet attempted to censor or block. 


On 21 April 2009 the BBC Russian Service relaunched their website in a new wider 
template that corresponded with other language services such as Portuguese, Spanish, 
Persian, Urdu and Vietnamese. 


On 26 March 2011 the service stopped broadcasting on medium and shortwave, and 
now publishes and broadcasts on the internet only. 


In March 2012 the service began its first TV broadcasts with regular transmissions on TV 
Dozhd ™ - the service was the first to broadcast live TV from the BBC's new building in 
central London (Broadcasting House). The bulletin is also available via 
bbcrussian.com.24 


See also[edit] 
EIGSBBC portal 


e Anatol Goldberg 

e Link to BBC Russia Service's review of the 1985 production of Gorky* “Enemies* 
directed by Ann Elizabeth Pennington in association with Internationalist Theatre 
London 
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Type Radio network and website 
Country United Kingdom 
Availability International 

Owner BBC 

Launch date 18 July 1957 

Official website www.bbc.com/somali/ 
Language Somali 


BBC Somali 


The BBC Somali Service is a BBC World Service radio station transmitted in the Somali 
language and based in Broadcasting House in West London and in Nairobi, where most 
of the radio and digital operations are based. Most of the listeners live in the Horn of 
Africa and nearby regions.™ According to the station, it provides a key link between 
those in Somalia and those elsewhere.”! 


History[edit] 


Established on 18 July 1957 with two weekly programmes of 15 minutes each, the 
station made the broadcasts daily by September 1958, and on 1 July 1961 the two parts 
were joined and the programme time increased to 30 minutes. Increases in broadcast 
frequency have been made since. They currently broadcast 3 half-hour programmes 
and one 1-hour programme daily. The station has been developing local networks in all 
over Somali speaking areas in Somalia, Djibouti, the Somali region of Ethiopia and North 
Eastern Kenya plus the Somali diaspora all over the world.“ In August 

2010 AllAfrica.com reported that Shabelle Media Network had started broadcasting 
some of the station's programmes.® 


Since Yusuf Garad left the BBC, the Somali service never returned to the management 
of a Somali professional. First, Andres Ilves had been appointed as acting head of the 
service for nearly two years then Josephine Hazeley, deputy head of BBC Africa, had 
been appointed as a caretaker. Following the recruitment process for a new BBC Somali 
Editor, Abdirahman Koronto ™ was offered the position of BBC Somali Output Editor, a 
position that was line managed by the then Editor of BBC Africa, Ibrahima Daine who 
was appointed as the acting editor of BBC Somali. A new role was created and 
advertised for a joint Swahili and Somali service based in Nairobi, Kenya. Caroline 
Karobia was named editor of the new service. In June 2017, the BBC decided to split the 
Swahili and Somali services. In August 2017, Abdullahi Abdi Sheikh was appointed as 
Editor, BBC Somali Service. On 28 October 2019, Abdullahi Abdi Sheikh resigned as 
editor. 


Praise[ edit] 


Charles Allen wrote in 1997 that in Somalia, a country having "three or four separate 
ruling factions, each with their own radio services", the station is the "one single voice 
which serves all Somali speakers, and keeps the idea of being Somali alive". The 
station is successful, Allan reports, partly because of their aim to have reporting 
originating in the Somali language, rather than having translations from English. Pierce 
Gerety, a UNICEF representative in Somalia, said it is the most important news source in 
the country, and that many of the citizens were listeners. Anthony Oldin contrasts its 
perceived unbiased reporting with the media in Rwanda during the 1994 genocide, in 
which news organisations spread misinformation and encouraged ethnic groups to kill 
one another. In partnership with the Africa Education Trust the station launched in 
March 2002 an educational programme in Somalia.24 


The station is important for Somalis in the United Kingdom, because they rely on it to 
connect to Somalia. A poll by the station found that 99 percent of Somalis in the UK 
listen to it. Somalis view radio listening as a social activity, and therefore listen in khat 
houses, mosques, and Somali shops.241221 


Criticism|[edit] 


The station has, however, received criticism. Siad Barre, the president of Somalia, said 
in 1985 the station and the West had misrepresented his country, and criticised it for 
speaking to Somali dissidents who had hijacked a Somali Airlines plane.22 In 2006 a 
former service member for over 30 years said the station's aim is to spread British 
propaganda and that they are keen to see Somalia split up.“4 Jimma Times reported in 
2007 that people in Somalia were accusing the station of being biased, one person 
saying the station was engaging in a "media propaganda war".2 In March 2010 Liban 
Ahmad, a former trainee at the BBC, accused the station of misleading listeners, citing 
examples of headlines from the station such as "Somaliland Guantanamo" and 
"Soomaali al Qaacida ah" (Al Qaida Somalis).22 In April 2010 Ibrahim Sheikh-Nor, writing 
in Hiiraan Online, accused Omar of having excessive control over the station and of 
running it like a "proprietor outfit".24 


See also[edit] 


e GESBBC portal 


e BBC Bangla 
e BBC Hausa 
e BBC Persian 
e BBC Urdu 


e Somali Broadcasting Corporation 
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BBC Ykpaina 


BIBIC 


Type Radio network and website 


Country United Kingdom 
Availability International 
Owner BBC 


Key people Maciek Bernatt-Reschynskyy (Head of 


Service)! 


Launch date 1992 


Official 
website 


www.bbc.com/ukrainian 


BBC News Ukrainian (Ukrainian: BBC News Y«paina) is the Ukrainian service of 

the BBC which conveys the latest political, social, economical and sport news relevant 
to Ukraine and the world. It started broadcasts in 1992.™ Its headquarters are 

in London, United Kingdom.“ The first BBC Ukrainian program was aired on 1 June 1992. 
It featured President of Ukraine Leonid Kravchuk and UK Prime Minister John Major.“ It 
has had an office in Kiev since 1993 with around ten staff, in 1993 the office was 
manned by one correspondent.2! BBC Ukrainian has a few dozen reporters - both in 
Ukraine and abroad.24 


From June 2009 BBC Ukrainian aired hourly news broadcasts outside its morning and 
evening broadcasts. Radio broadcasts ceased on 29 April 2011, leaving only Internet 
publication. 


Programs{[edit] 


"Morning with the BBC" and "Good evening from London" were two the most 
popular programs broadcast directly from the British capital and from Kiev, the latter 
was interactive. On Fridays BBC editors invited guests, well known persons in Ukraine, 
who were specialist in various fields: politicians, analysts, scientists etc. "Morning with 
the BBC" started at 6 a.m. Kiev time on weekdays and was broadcast for one hour by 
Radio Era and other partner stations. It was on air on ultra-short waves in Kharkov and 
Kiev regions. 


BBC Ukraine staff[edit] 


e Olga Burda, started her career as a teacher, worked in Donetsk oblast’. She has 
worked at the leading Ukrainian newspapers and TV channels, and then she became 
a radio journalist. 


e Alexander Bondarenko, has Diploma in Ukrainian philology, graduate of Lugansk 
Pedagogical University, worked at several Ukrainian TV channels. 

e Svitlana Dorosh, chief correspondent of BBC-Kiev office, obtained a degree in 
journalism at the Kyiv National University, she worked in the editors offices of Kiev 
newspapers, information agencies and radio stations. 

e Anastasia Zanuda is an economist, graduated from Kyiv Institute of National 
Economy, yet had worked as a translator, and then mastered journalist's skills. 

e Oles' Konoshevych is an international lawyer, graduated from the International 
Relations Department, Kyiv National University 

e Lubomir Krupnytskyy is a historian by qualification, graduated from Ternopil 
Pedagogical University. Yet, has a very vast professional experience as a journalist. 
Before joining the BBC service he worked as a correspondent for a number of well- 
known Ukrainian newspapers. 

e Svitlana Pyrkalo, producer of the Ukrainian Service, writer, journalist 

e Roman Lebed' was the youngest journalist at BBC-Ukraine, graduated from Lviv 
State University, before joining BBC he had worked at the local radio in Rivne 

e Olga Makarchuk, has a degree of translator of English and German languages. She 
worked on television and radio, was correspondent for BBC Ukrainian Service in 
Germany 

e Marta Shokalo, graduate of Kiev-Mohyla Academy, with a degree in Philosophy, 
worked at BBC-Ukraine as a journalist 
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BBC Urdu 


gl ww ww 


BIBIC 


9°) 


Type Radio network and website 
Country United Kingdom 
Availability International 

Owner BBC 

Launch date 1941 


Official website www.bbc.com/urdu/ 


Language Urdu 


BBC Urdu (Urdu: 95)! ww w w) is the Urdu language station of the BBC World Service, 
accompanied by its website, which serves as a news portal and provides online access 
to radio broadcasts. The radio service is broadcast from Broadcasting House in London 
as well as from a BBC bureau in Islamabad. The target audience are Pakistanis. 


See also[edit] 


e BESBBC portal 


e BBC World Service 
e Abbas Nasir 
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BBC English Regions 


GEE English Regions 


TV 
transmitter 


S 


Radio 


stations 


Headquarte 


rs 


Nation 


Regions 


Terrestrial, cable and BBC UK regional 


TV on satellite 


BBC Local Radio 


The Mailbox, Birmingham, England 


England 


BBC East 

BBC East Midlands 
BBC London 

BBC North East and Cumbria 
BBC North West 
BBC South 

BBC South East 
BBC South West 
BBC West 

BBC West Midlands 
BBC Yorkshire 


BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire 


Key people Helen Thomas, Director of BBC 
England (2018 - date) 


Official 
website 


bbc.co.uk/england 


BBC English Regions is the division of the BBC responsible for local and regional 
television, radio, web, and teletext services in England, the Isle of Man, and the Channel 
Islands. It is one of the BBC's four "nations" - the others being BBC Cymru Wales, BBC 
Northern Ireland, and BBC Scotland." 


The division is made up of 12 regions. Many of the names of these regions are similar to 
those of the official government Regions of England, but the areas covered are often 
significantly different, being determined by terrestrial transmission coverage rather 
than administrative boundaries.” 


BBC English Regions has its headquarters at The Mailbox in Birmingham (West 
Midlands) and additional regional television centres in Norwich, Nottingham, Television 
Centre (London), Newcastle, MediaCityUK (Manchester), Southampton, Tunbridge 
Wells, Plymouth, Bristol, Leeds, and Kingston upon Hull as well as local radio stations 
based at 43 locations across England.” 


Overall, the division produces over 70% of the BBC's domestic television and radio 
output hours, for about 7% of the licence fee. 


Since April 2009, the English Regions division has been aligned with the BBC 
News department to "maximise co-operation in the BBC's news operations". 


History[edit] 
The Four Regions[edit] 


The current BBC English Regions division was the product of the 

controversial Broadcasting in the Seventies report - a radical review of the BBC's 
network radio and non-metropolitan broadcasting structure - published on 10 July 1969. 
[6] 


Before this the structure of regional broadcasting in England had remained virtually 
unchanged since the late 1920s, when the establishment of four regional radio 
transmission stations covering England had led to a regional structure on similar 

lines. BBC North was based in Manchester and covered the area 

from Cheshire and Sheffield northwards, BBC Midlands and East Anglia was based 

in Birmingham covering a swathe of central England from the Potteries to Norfolk, 

and BBC South and West was based in Bristol covering the area south and west of a line 
from Gloucester to Brighton. The London area, though it had regional transmission 
infrastructure of its own, produced only national programming and wasn't considered to 
be a region as it acted as the sustaining service for the other regions. 


These regions (alongside the national regions BBC Scotland, BBC Wales and BBC 
Northern Ireland that performed a similar role outside England) were well-suited to 
delivering the pre-war BBC Regional Programme and the post-war BBC Home 

Service that replaced it. By the 1960s, though, the growth of television, the birth of the 
more locally based ITV franchises in 1955 and the development of smaller BBC Local 
Radio stations (made possible by the development of FM radio) were making the 
structure look increasingly anachronistic. 


Broadcasting in the Seventies(cait] 


The effect of Broadcasting in the Seventies was to separate the two different roles of 
regional BBC offices into different organisations: 


e The two major television channels BBC1 and BBC2 were to remain primarily national 
operations. To prevent this leading to total domination by London, three 
large Network Production Centres (NPC), each one having its own medium-size 
colour TV studio - BBC Bristol, BBC Birmingham and BBC Manchester - were 
established in the headquarters of the former regions, to produce programming for 
national broadcast across the entire United Kingdom.™ 


Each of the production centres also had network radio studios (BBC Birmingham, for 
instance, producing The Archers) plus a small television news studio, the latter to 
enable local (opt out) programming. 


e BBC English Regions was created to take on this other role of the former regions - 
the production of specifically local programming (mainly from small island sites) - 
through a new tier of eight much smaller regions described on page eight of the 
report as "the basic unit of English broadcasting outside London" and controlled 
from headquarters in the newly built Pebble Mill studios in Birmingham.24 


As a result of the latter, Plymouth-based BBC South West and Southampton-based BBC 
South were split from BBC West in Bristol; Norwich-based BBC East separated from BBC 
Midlands in Birmingham; a new smaller BBC North West was created from the 

existing Manchester-based region, with the old BBC North name being taken by the 
newly created region based in Leeds;“" and the existing Newcastle-based BBC North 


East separated from the old BBC North Region in this process. 


In addition London and the surrounding area was finally recognised as a region with the 
creation of BBC South East although it wasn't to get a dedicated regional programme of 
its own until 1982.42 


These new regions produced local news programmes and opt-outs on television, but 
regional radio programming on the BBC Home Service was to be replaced by BBC Local 
Radio.“ The report stated that the local radio experiment, started in 1967 "has proved 
that there is a demand for local radio" and that the BBC should “put forward to 

the Postmaster General a provisional scheme for expanding our local network to about 
forty stations". 


Current structure{(edit] 


This structure has largely survived since the 1970s. Local news services were developed 
on Ceefax from 1997 and were extended onto the web in 1999. The decreasing costs of 
television production and improving technology also enabled the gradual development 
of even smaller regions. In 1991, BBC East Midlands was finally created in Nottingham, 
241 BBC London (separated from BBC South East) became a region in 200122 and BBC 


North was split into BBC Yorkshire and BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire in 20048 - with 
the new millennium seeing several BBC regions moving into new premises. In the East, 
South and South West regions, sub-regional opt-outs during local news programmes 
have also been created (similar to those on ITV regional news programmes), based 
respectively in Cambridge, Oxford and Jersey. 


See also[edit] 


t England portal 
BOASC portal 


e Audience Council England 
e Home Service - Regions 
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Audience Council England was created upon establishment of the BBC Trust in 
January 2007. It replaced the Broadcasting Council of England. Audience Council 
England plays a key role helping the BBC Trust understand the needs, interests and 
concerns of audiences. There are also councils in each of the nations: Wales, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland. The Audience Council England meets at least six times per year to 
assess the BBC’s performance in England. It can meet in various locations around the 
nation. The regional panel chairs will give their regions view on the various BBC 
services, both national and regional, as well as provide their contribution to the Trust’s 
formal consultations. 


Members[edit] 


Audience Council England is chaired by the BBC Trust member for England and the 
members, twelve in total, are the chairs of the regional panels (formerly known as the 
Regional Audience Councils). Each BBC region has its own regional panel. Alison 
Hastings is currently the BBC Trust member for England. 


Regional panels[edit] 


The regional panels meet three times a year in their own region usually in the area’s 
BBC headquarters. They have a specific responsibility in keeping Audience Council 
England in touch with the views of the viewers and listeners in their region. In the 
meetings, the chair is present as well as representatives from BBC management, 
usually the Head of Region. Each regional panel has up to sixteen members from 
different backgrounds and locations within the broadcast region; members are 
appointed for up to three years; it is a voluntary position. 


The regional panels represent the following regions: 


e BBC North East and Cumbria 

e BBC Yorkshire 

e BBC North West 

e BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire 
e BBC East Midlands 

e BBC West Midlands 

e BBC East 


° ł England portal 


e BBC South 


e BBC London 


e BBC West 


e BBC South East 


e BBC South West 


See also[edit] 
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e BBC Trust 


e Audience Council Scotland 
e Audience Council Wales 


e BBC English Regions 
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Predecessor 


Successor 


Formation 


Dissolved 


Headquarters 


BBC Trust 


EIEN Trust 


Board of Governors of the BBC 


BBC Board 


Ofcom 


1 January 2007; 12 years ago 


2 April 2017; 2 years ago 


180 Great Portland Street, London 


Chairman Rona Fairhead 


Vice Chairman Sir Roger Carr 


Board of e Sonita Alleyne 
directors e Richard Ayre 
e Mark Damazer 
e Mark Florman 
e Bill Matthews 
e Aideen McGinley 
e Nicholas Prettejohn 
e Elan Closs Stephens 
e Suzanna Taverne 


e Lord Williams of Baglan 


Website www.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust 


The BBC Trust was the governing body of the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
between 2007 and 2017. It was operationally independent of BBC management and 
external bodies, and its stated aim was to make decisions in the best interests 

of licence-fee payers. On 12 May 2016, it was announced in the House of Commons 
that, under the next Royal Charter, the regulatory functions of the BBC Trust were to be 
transferred to Ofcom. 


The trust was established by the 2007 Royal Charter for the BBC, which came into effect 
on 1 January in that year. The trust, and a formalised Executive Board, replaced the 
former Board of Governors. The decision to establish the trust followed the Hutton 
Inquiry, which had heavily criticised the BBC for its coverage of the death of David Kelly; 
Labour's political opponents, as well as large numbers of its supporters, saw the Hutton 
Inquiry as a whitewash, designed to deflect criticism from Tony Blair's government.” 


In summary, the main roles of the Trust are in setting the overall strategic direction of 
the BBC, including its priorities, and in exercising a general oversight of the work of the 
Executive Board. The Trust will perform these roles in the public interest, particularly 
the interest of licence fee payers. — BBC Royal Charter (2006)! 


The BBC Trust closed on 2 April 2017 at the expiry of the 2007 Royal Charter, which had 
a 10-year lifespan. Labour had lost power in 2010, and other political parties had 
established a parliamentary majority by the time it came to the moment for a new Royal 
Charter to be written. Governance of the BBC was transferred to the new BBC Board in 
April 2017, with Ofcom assuming regulatory duties. 


Trustees/edit] 


The royal charter established that the trust should have twelve trustees, including a 
Chairman, a Vice-Chairman and a member for each of the Home Nations of the United 
Kingdom. Appointments to the BBC Trust are made by Queen in Council, on the 
recommendation of UK government ministers. 


The final BBC Trust membership comprised: 


e Rona Fairhead - Chairman of the BBC Trust; former chief executive of the Financial 
Times Group 

e Sir Roger Carr - Vice-Chairman of the BBC Trust; Chairman of BAE Systems 

e Sonita Alleyne - a former radio executive. 

e Richard Ayre - former Deputy Chief Executive of BBC News. 

e Mark Damazer - Master of St Peter's College, Oxford and former controller of BBC 
Radio 4 and BBC Radio 7. 

e Mark Florman - the Trustee for England; co-founder and former CEO of the merchant 
banking group Maizels, Westerberg & Co. 

e Bill Matthews - the Trustee for Scotland. 

e Aideen McGinley - the Trustee for Northern Ireland; a former NI civil servant. 

e Nicholas Prettejohn - a senior City executive. 

e Elan Closs Stephens - the Trustee for Wales; a former chairman of Welsh-language 
broadcaster S4C. 

e Suzanna Taverne - a former managing director of the British Museum. 

e Lord Williams of Baglan - a former diplomat, appointed as International Trustee. 


Trustees served for terms of up to five years (usually four), after which they may be re- 
appointed. 


Former members(edit] 


Since 2006 the following people were members of the BBC Trust: 


e Michael Grade, now Lord Grade of Yarmouth - former Chairman, left the BBC to 
become Executive Chairman of ITV plc. 

e Dermot Gleeson - finished two terms, as a BBC Governor and a BBC Trustee. 

e Richard Tait - finished two terms, as a BBC Governor and a BBC Trustee. 

e Chitra Bharucha - former Vice Chairman, and acting Chairman; retired after one 
term. 

e Alison Hastings - former National Trustee for England; finished two terms, a former 
regional newspaper editor. 

e Janet Lewis-Jones - former National Trustee for Wales; retired after one term. 

e David Liddiment - finished two terms, a former Director of Programmes at ITV. 

e jeremy Peat - former National Trustee for Scotland; finished two terms, as a BBC 
Governor and a BBC Trustee. 

e Sir Michael Lyons - former Chairman; retired after one term. 

e Dame Patricia Hodgson - who resigned to take up a position on the board of media 
regulator Ofcom. 

e Rotha Johnston - finished two terms as BBC Trustee for Northern Ireland. 

e Mehmuda Mian - finished two terms as BBC Trustee. 


e Anthony Fry - stood down from the trust in the middle of his second term to join 
the Premier League as Chairman. 

e Lord Patten of Barnes - former Chairman, resigned mid-term after heart surgery. 

e Diane Coyle - finished two terms as a BBC Trustee and Vice-Chairman of the BBC 
Trust. 


Chairman|edit] 


The trust was originally to be chaired by Michael Grade, the then Chairman of the Board 
of Governors. However, in November 2006 before the trust formally took over from the 
Governors as the governing body of the Corporation, Grade left the BBC to become 
Executive Chairman of ITV. Chitra Bharucha, then Vice-Chairman, became the Acting 
Chairman. 


Sir Michael Lyons was subsequently appointed the first permanent Chairman of the BBC 
Trust, taking up the position from 1 May 2007.“ In September 2010 Sir Michael wrote to 
the Secretary of State, Jeremy Hunt, stating that he did not wish to be considered for a 
second term as Chairman.® He stood down from the post in April 2011. 


Following a recruitment process led by the government, Chris Patten, Baron Patten of 
Barnes was appointed to the role and began a four-year term on 1 May 2011. Patten 
resigned in May 2014 following heart surgery. He was replaced by the Vice 

Chairman, Diane Coyle, in an acting capacity until a new Chairman was selected. On 
31 August 2014 it was announced that Rona Fairhead would become the new Chairman 
of the trust. 


Remuneration of Trustees/[edit] 


The remuneration for BBC Trustees was determined by the Department for Culture, 
Media and Sport and paid for by the BBC. The table below shows the base fees for 
Trustees during 2014-15. 


Position Base 
Fee 
Chairman oo 


Vice-Chairman £70,610 


National £37,660 
Trustees 
Trustee £32,952 


The Chairman is expected to spend 3 days a week on Trust business, and the Vice- 
Chairman up to 2 days. Other Trustees are expected to spend 1 - 2 days a week. Since 
2010 BBC Trust members have been taking an 8.3% reduction in fees (equivalent to 
one month's pay). 


In October 2010 the government announced that the fee for the Chairman of the BBC 
Trust would be reduced from £143,000 to £110,000. 


The trust's work[edit] 


In October 2007, the Trust approved the BBC's strategic direction for the next six years, 
demanding a high quality and more distinctive BBC. 


The trust has approved several new services, including the iPlayer, HDTV and the Gaelic 
Digital Service, BBC Alba. The trust denied a proposal to launch a new local video 
service in late 2008 due to concerns about competition with commercial producers, 
especially newspapers moving online. The trust has also recently demanded that the 
BBC makes more programmes outside London. 


In May 2008 the trust published its review of the BBC's website (bbc.co.uk), criticising 
the service for financial mismanagement, including a £36 million overspend. The 
departure of Ashley Highfield, Director of the BBC's technology department has been 
linked to the findings of the review. In June 2008, the trust was highly critical of the 
BBC's network news reporting of issues in Scotland, Northern Ireland, and Wales. 


The trust was heavily criticised in the popular press for its review of the amount the BBC 
pays for "top talent" and failing to answer whether stars like Jonathan Ross and Graham 


Norton were value for money. Ross was reported to earn £6 million a year, 2024 
2009 Editorial Standards Committee report(edit] 


In April 2009, the Editorial Standards Committee (ESC) of the BBC Trust published a 
report into three complaints brought against two news items involving Middle East 


editor Jeremy Bowen.“4 The report received widespread coverage in the UK and in 
Israel /2311141115)[16 [17] 


The complaints included 24 allegations of breaching BBC guidelines on accuracy or 
impartiality of which three were fully or partially upheld." The Independent's Middle 
East correspondent Robert Fisk was particularly critical of the ESC report, saying that 
the BBC Trust is "now a mouthpiece for the Israeli lobby".22 An editorial in The 
Independent said that the report demonstrated "a terrible absence of good judgement". 
471 Michael Lyons’ response to the editorial, also published in The Independent, said that 
it is important to take complaints seriously and to be scrupulously careful about 
standards of accuracy and impartiality so that the BBC's reputation for fairness and 
impartiality is maintained.2# 


Fate of the trust[edit] 


The concept of the BBC Trust came under severe political criticism once the Labour 
government had left power, in 2010. Both the Conservative Party and the Liberal 
Democrats - who comprised the main parliamentary parties other than Labour - were 
highly critical of the trust model, stating that it has "failed".2% Both parties favoured 
some kind of external regulation of the BBC. 


Despite some early rhetoric about abolishing the trust, the then Culture 

Secretary, Jeremy Hunt, made clear that he would only act within the envelope set by 
the Royal Charter, so major changes were not possible until the Charter expired after 
the end of 2016. Mr Hunt has instead expressed his support for changing the name of 
the Trust and installing a new non-executive chairman on the BBC's Executive Board. 
(21) 


The subsequent Culture Secretary, Maria Miller had not made clear a position on 
whether the BBC Trust would exist under the next Charter, although it was widely 
expected that there would be some form of management and governance re-structure. 


On 1 March 2016, an independent review by Sir David Clementi was published, which 
recommended that the BBC Trust be disbanded. Citing previous controversies involving 
the BBC, such as its handling of the Jimmy Savile sexual abuse 

scandal, a Newsnight report which falsely implied that Lord McAlpine was involved in 
child abuse (due to mistaken identity), controversies involving Russell 

Brand and Jonathan Ross, and other internal issues, he concluded that the trust was 
"flawed" and unable to sufficiently self-regulate. He suggested that the BBC be 
overseen by a unitary board "charged with responsibility for meeting the obligations 
placed on it under the royal charter and agreement, and responsibility for the interests 
of licence fee payers", and that Ofcom take on the BBC's regulatory oversight. Clementi 
stated that his proposal would give the BBC "no hiding place", and explained that "no 
good governance system will ever guarantee good outcomes, but if you have a single 
board with a good governance system, you know who's responsible. One of the 
difficulties in those cases was it wasn't quite clear if the trust were dealing with it or 
whether the executive board were dealing with it. It fell to both of them and neither of 
them. "221/231 


The proposal to scrap the trust was officially presented to Parliament as part of a 
charter review white paper on 12 May 2016.2425 


Governance of the BBC was transferred to the new BBC Board in April 2017.28 Sir David 
Clementi became the new Chairman of the Board. 


The Trust Unit[edit] 


The trust was supported by a team of 70 staff, known as the Trust Unit. These staff are 
independent from the BBC Executive and include specialists in audience research, 
performance analysis, and finance. The Trust Unit is headed by its Director, Alex 
Towers. 


In 2007/08, the BBC Trust cost £11.909 million to run; in 2008/09, £10.517 million; and 
in 2009/10, £10.502 million, excluding Ofcom fees. 2# 


Audience Councils[edit] 


The BBC Trust had four Audience Councils, which provide advice to the trust on the 
views of the audience in each Nation of the UK. The four Councils are: 


e Audience Council England 

e Audience Council Scotland 

e Audience Council Wales 

e Audience Council Northern Ireland 
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BBC East 


BBC East's area within the UK 


TV transmitters 


Radio stations 


Headquarters 


Sandy Heath 
Sudbury 


Tacolneston 


BBC Radio Norfolk 

BBC Radio Suffolk 

BBC Essex 

BBC Radio Cambridgeshire 
BBC Radio Northampton 
BBC Three Counties Radio 


Norwich 


Area Norfolk 
Suffolk 
Essex 
Cambridgeshire 
Northamptonshire (majority) 
Bedfordshire 
Hertfordshire 


northern Buckinghamshire 


Nation BBC English Regions 
Regions East 
Key people Mick Rawsthorne 


(Head of Regional 


& Local Programmes) 
Launch date 1956 


BBC East is the BBC English Region serving Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Cambridgeshire, 
most of Northamptonshire, Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and northern Buckinghamshire. 


Services| edit] 
Television(edit] 


BBC East's television output (broadcast on BBC One) consists of its flagship regional 
news service BBC Look East, including an opt-out service for the west of the region, the 
topical magazine programme /nside Out, and a 20-minute opt-out during Sunday 
Politics. 


Former programmes include Weekend, East on Two, Matter of Fact and the football 
magazine show Late Kick Off (produced by the independent production company Kevin 
Piper Media). 


Radioj{edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for BBC Radio Norfolk, BBC Radio Suffolk, BBC 
Essex, BBC Radio Cambridgeshire, BBC Radio Northampton and BBC Three Counties 
Radio. 


On weekdays, all six stations open transmission at 4 am with a shared regional early 
morning show before carrying local programming between 6 am and 10 pm. There is 
also a shared regional programme broadcast across the stations from 10 pm to 1 am on 
weeknights, and other shared programmes at weekends. 


Online and Interactive/edit] 


BBC East also produces regional news and local radio pages for BBC Red Button and 
the BBC Local News websites for each county. 


History[edit] 


33-35 All Saints Green, Norwich, pictured in 2017. No. 35 was the BBC's base in the city until 
September 1956. 


In the mid-1950s, the BBC had a temporary headquarters in Norwich at No. 35 All Saints 
Green. In September 1956 they moved to a new, larger headquarters at the nearby St 
Catherine's Close.“ From here, editions of radio programmes such as Midlands 
Miscellany were broadcast into the Midlands Home Service before the end of 1956.2 


The opening of the Tacolneston transmitting station enabled programmes to be 
broadcast from Norwich purely for East Anglia on the VHF edition of the Home Service, 
and regular broadcasts from St Catherine's Close began on Tuesday 5 February 1957.4 
51 Daily news bulletins for East Anglia began on Monday 10 March 1958, on VHF from 
the Norwich studios, under the supervision of Richard Robinson. 


The first television news bulletin for the east from St Catherine's Close was broadcast on 
5 October 1959. These initial bulletins were only three minutes per night, but in 1962 
were extended to ten minutes and the bulletins named East Anglia at Six Ten. In 1964, 
the programme was extended to 20 minutes in length and renamed Look East, a title 
the programme still goes under today. 


The Norwich-based operation was initially a satellite of the larger BBC Midland region, 
based in Birmingham. East Anglia was given greater autonomy within the BBC in 1969 
after the Broadcasting in the Seventies report recommended the large Midlands and 
East Anglia region should be split into two. 


During 1997, an opt-out service (originally titled Close Up) was introduced to provide 
local bulletins for Northamptonshire, Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire, Hertfordshire, 
Peterborough and Milton Keynes. 


St Catherine's House on All Saints Green in Norwich, pictured in 2012. This was the main base for 
BBC East's radio operations from 1956 until 1980, and of its television output from 1959 to 2003. 


Until 1980, regional radio programming was provided by an East Anglia opt-out on BBC 
Radio 4, consisting largely of daytime news bulletins and a weekday breakfast 

show, Roundabout East Anglia. The first BBC Local Radio station in the region, Radio 
Norfolk, was opened on 11 September 1980 and followed by the rollout of stations in 
Cambridgeshire (1 May 1982), Northamptonshire (16 June 1982), the Three Counties of 
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire & Buckinghamshire (24 June 1985), Essex (5 November 
1986) and Suffolk (12 April 1990). 


Studios[edit] 


The Forum, where BBC East has been based since 2003. 


BBC East's main headquarters and studios are based at The Forum on Millennium Plain 
in Norwich, having moved from St Catherine's Close in 2003. The move to The Forum 
was a result of a number of factors: the listed status of the building restricted much of 
what the BBC did there, the location was less central than the BBC wanted, their ideal 
location being in Norwich city centre, the equipment was becoming old and needed 
replacing, and the Disability Discrimination Act meant that their headquarters now 
needed major modifications to comply with the law. 


BBC East also has radio and television studios at the Cambridge Business Park, on 
Cowley Road in the city, where both Look East's West opt-out and Radio Cambridgeshire 
are based. Local radio studios and television bureaux are also located 

in Chelmsford, Northampton, Ipswich, and Dunstable. 


See also[edit] 
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e BBC English Regions 
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listening by the fireside, with three speakers on East Anglian topics and a recorded slice 
from a Norwich debate on art. 

4. ^ "TV and Radio - Clumsy Drama". Eastern Daily Press. Eastern Counties Newspapers. 6 
February 1957. p. 5. On the radio, the first special VHF programme for East Anglia only 
was presented from 6.35 to 6.45. 

5. ^ Jump up to:? 2: "New home for Look East at the Forum". BBC Online. 1 October 2003. 
Retrieved 25 February 2017. 

6. ^ "Norwich BBC Appointment". Eastern Evening News. Eastern Counties Newspapers. 4 
March 1958. p. 4. 
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e BBC Look East at BBC Online 
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BBC East Midlands 


GEIE East Midlands 


BBC East Midlands's area within the UK 


TV 
transmitte 


rs 


Radio 


stations 


Headquart 


ers 


Area 


Waltham 


BBC Radio Derby 
BBC Radio Leicester 
BBC Radio Nottingham 


London Road, Nottingham, NG2 4UU 


Derbyshire (except High 

Peak, Chesterfield, Bolsover and North 
East Derbyshire) 

Leicestershire 

Nottinghamshire (except Bassetlaw) 
Rutland 

Lincolnshire (South Kesteven) 

some northern parts 


of Northamptonshire 


Nation BBC English Regions 


Regions East Midlands 
Key Stuart Thomas 
people 


(Head of Regional 


& Local Programmes) 


Launch January 1991 
date 


BBC East Midlands is the BBC English Region covering Derbyshire (except High 
Peak, North East Derbyshire and the northern areas of the Derbyshire 

Dales), Leicestershire, Nottinghamshire (except Bassetlaw), Rutland, South 
Kesteven in Lincolnshire and some northern parts of Northamptonshire. 


Services|edit] 
Television(edit] 


BBC East Midlands's television output consists of the flagship regional news service East 
Midlands Today, the topical magazine programme /nside Out and a 15-minute opt-out 
during Sunday Politics. 


The television area is bigger than the region's radio area, because of the coverage from 
Waltham over Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire. In reality, Radio Leicester covers 
much the same area as TV reception from Waltham, including all of Northamptonshire. 


Radioj{edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for BBC Radio Nottingham, BBC Radio 
Derby and BBC Radio Leicester. 


On weekdays, the three stations carry local programming between 6 am and 7pm. The 
weekday ‘East Midlands Late Show' is produced at Nottingham from Sunday to 
Thursday, and is presented by various hosts on air between 10 pm and closedown at 
lam. 


Waltham transmitter in Leicestershire countryside 


Online and Interactive/edit] 


BBC East Midlands also produces regional news & local radio pages for BBC Red 
Button and the 'BBC Local News’ websites for each county. 


History[edit] 


The region itself used to be part of BBC Midlands as one large region controlled 

from Pebble Mill Studios but was served by a small television and radio studio based on 
the top floor of Willson House on Derby Road in Nottingham. This studio supplied live 
reporter pieces and interviews as injects into the BBC Midlands evening programme 
"Midlands Today", which were seen by the whole region - the Nottingham studio also 
produced some regional programming, including The Dog Show and Dennis McCarthy's 
Weekly Echo. 


However, to better serve East Midlands viewers, a few changes were made. Initially, the 
region was given an opt-out news service consisting of an opt-out within Midlands 
Today and some short bulletins, but this was expanded in January 1991, when a whole 
new region was created. The new region had a new news programme, although the 
programme's visual identity remained the same as its West Midlands counterpart. The 
region is now very much separate from the Midlands region. 


Transmission service area|/edit] 


Although the East Midlands and West Midlands are similar in size, the Birmingham 
programme covers a larger area than the Nottingham programme because its region 
has three main transmitters, and the Nottingham programme has one, of which the 
eastern half of Waltham's TSA is outside the BBC East Midlands area. Waltham is on the 
eastern edge of Leicestershire, and is also the main transmitter for south Lincolnshire. 
North Northamptonshire is near to Waltham as well. 


The journalistic coverage is different from the broadcast coverage because of the set of 
radio stations that are tied to the BBC East Midlands region, and which are not. 
Peterborough and north Northamptonshire, although mostly covered by Waltham, have 
their radio stations both tied to the BBC East region in distant Norwich. 


It began broadcasting in widescreen format in July 2002. 


Studios[edit] 


Headquarters of BBC East Midlands 


In 1991 the TV studios, Radio Nottingham, and the BBC region's offices were at York 
House on Mansfield Road. This became Nottingham Trent University's Centre for 
Broadcasting & Journalism, with the TV studios left intact, which opened in September 
1999. York House is soon to be demolished. NTU moved its broadcasting centre in 
2009 to its Chaucer Building on Goldsmith Street. 


New headquarters (cdit] 


The Nottingham headquarters were built especially after the region was created and 
were state of the art when constructed in 1999, containing the newsroom for East 
Midlands Today, a small studio for use by regional news, and accommodation for BBC 
Radio Nottingham. It is located on London Road, Nottingham.” 


In addition to the main headquarters, the region has offices in St. Helens 

Street, Derby containing BBC Radio Derby, and in St. Nicholas 

Place, Leicester housing BBC Radio Leicester. Both of these premises also contain news 
bureaux for East Midlands Today. 


See also[edit] 
EIEISBBC portal 


e BBC English Regions 
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This article is about the BBC London region. For news bulletins known on screen as BBC 
London, see BBC London News. 


BBC London 


‘BI BIC London 


BBC London's area within the UK 


TV 


transmitters 


Radio 


stations 


Headquarters 


Area 


Nation 


Crystal Palace 


BBC Radio London 


Broadcasting House, London 


Greater London 

Surrey (much) 

western Essex 

Parts Of Buckinghamshire 
Parts of Kent 


a small part of Hertfordshire 


BBC English Regions 


Regions London 


Key people Mike McFarlane 
Head of Regional and Local 


Programmes 


Launch date 2000 


Official www.bbc.co.uk/london 
website 


BBC London is the BBC English Region producing local radio, television, teletext and 
online services in London and parts of the surrounding area. Its output includes the 
daily BBC London News and weekly Sunday Politics on television, the BBC Radio 

London radio station and local coverage of the London area on BBC Online and BBC Red 
Button. The region's headquarters are situated in the new eastern extension 

of Broadcasting House. 


Services| edit] 


Television(edit] 
Main article: BBC London News 


The staple of the local television service is BBC London News which broadcasts daily 

on BBC One, appearing with short bulletins during BBC Breakfast, after the BBC News at 
One and after the BBC News at Ten. The flagship programme is broadcast between 
18:30 and 19:00 each weekday evening, following the end of the BBC News at Six and is 
presented by Riz Lateef. Comparisons are inevitably made to the commercial TV 
regional competition, in this case /TV News London, which is produced for ITV by ITN. 
BBC London can be viewed in any part of the UK (and Europe) on digital 

satellite channel 954 on the BBC UK regional TV on satellite service. 


BBC London also produces current affairs, features and sports programming for the 
region including the topical magazine series /nside Out, a 20-minute opt-out 

during Sunday Politics and a football magazine show Late Kick Off, co-produced 
with BBC South East. 


Radio(edit] 
Main article: BBC Radio London 


BBC Radio London combines speech and music based programmes 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. Broadcasting across London on 94.9 FM, DAB, Virgin Media Channel 
930, Sky Channel 0152 (in London area only), Freeview Channel 721 and also online. 
The station was previously known as BBC London Live, GLR (Greater London Radio) 

and BBC London 94.9. 


The current Breakfast show presenters are Penny Smith and Paul Ross and the mid 
morning phone-in show is presented by Vanessa Feltz. The Breakfast and Drivetime 
shows feature a wealth of local London news and comment with roving reporters out 
and about. Other programmes such as JoAnne Good or Robert Elms include varied 
speech and music with local news bulletins every half-hour. 


News bulletins on BBC Radio London at the top of the hour are traditionally longer than 
other BBC radio services at 5 minutes to fit in international, national and local stories 
with local sport and weather. In addition to the News service, a dedicated travel news 
service is operated by BBC London on TV, Radio and Online using information supplied 
by Transport for London, National Rail and the Highways Agency. The travel news on 
BBC Radio London is updated at 31 and 58 minutes past each hour during off peak 
times, and every 15 minutes, starting at the top of the hour, during evening and 
morning peaks. 


It's one of the few radio stations to have access to TfL cameras. The travel news online 
is updated from an independent travel information supplier. This data is fed from their 
main system onto BBC London's website, via the BBC Travel News portal. The online 
section also has features on various aspects of travel in London. 


Sport is a very major part of the radio schedule, with a 3-hour sports based programme 
each weeknight evening and 4-hour sport specials on Saturdays and Sundays. This is 
considerably more than most other BBC local radio stations and reflects London's large 
number of sporting teams and events. 


History[edit] 


BBC London News launched on 1 October 2001 following changes to the coverage areas 
of BBC transmitters allowing for the establishment of new editorial areas. The main 
result was a reorganisation of the BBC's South East region; the London area was to 
break away entirely, while a new programme, South East Today was to be created for 
the new South East region. BBC London, as it came to be called, replaced the long- 
running Newsroom South East. 


Greater London and its environs have had a regional BBC television news service for 
many decades, but the boundaries of the region have always been somewhat nebulous 
due to the coverage areas of the transmitters used, as television signals do not tend to 
stick neatly to administrative or historical boundaries. Therefore, while the main focus 
of "regional" news coverage for this area has always been on the capital itself, it has for 
much of the BBC's life had to offer coverage of other parts of the Home Counties as 
well. 


There were many incarnations of regional news programmes in this area before the 
current programme was introduced in 2001. These included the London segment of 
the Nationwide from Lime Grove Studios; in this case, the regional presenters for 
London were also usually the main presenters of the national sequence of the 
programme which followed. Other identities for the London area coverage were London 
Plus, and finally Newsroom South East. 


Originally, the BBC London and the South East region took in the whole of Greater 
London, together with parts of Essex, Hertfordshire, Kent, Surrey, Hampshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, Sussex, Bedfordshire and Oxfordshire. This meant that 
sizeable communities which probably deserved dedicated programming of their own - 
such as Oxford, Luton, Crawley and Medway - were often ill-served by a London-biased 
programme. 


The area created for the BBC London programme to broadcast to now covers a much 
more tightly-defined area, chiefly Greater London but still including parts 

of Bedfordshire, Essex, and Hertfordshire in the East of England region and parts 

of Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Kent, Oxfordshire, Surrey and Sussex in the South East 
England region. There is also some overlap with the editorial areas of other BBC regions 
in this part of England. 


Oxfordshire (excluding Henley-on-Thames), most of Buckinghamshire, north Berkshire, 
north east Wiltshire, south east Gloucestershire and south west Northamptonshire, now 
take an opt-out of South Today while most of Kent and East Sussex is now covered by 
the BBC South East region based in Tunbridge Wells, which produces South East Today. 


Studios[edit] 


BBC London moved to the new Egton Wing of Broadcasting House in 2009. 


See also: Broadcasting House 


The previous news services for the area, in the old BBC South East region, were 
variously based in Shepherds Bush, White City and Elstree in Hertfordshire. Following 
the launch of BBC London, the region moved into facilities in Marylebone High Street, 
where the news service was based alongside BBC London News and the BBC's 
Governance Unit. 


The arrangement was only a temporary one, as at the time the BBC was trying to 
consolidate its London portfolio into a few properties. This included, most notably, the 
planned closure of BBC Television Centre and the extension and renovation 

of Broadcasting House, stage one of which would construct a huge wing, mirroring 
Broadcasting House in shape, size and structure named Egton Wing. The wing has 
recently been renamed the Peel Wing after John Peel and is the home of a number of 
BBC services including BBC London, who moved there in 2009 following the structure's 
completion and fitting. 


See also[edit] 


BOASC portal 


e BBC English Regions 
e ITV News London, the ITV counterpart 
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BBC North East and Cumbria 


BIBIC East and Cumbria 


BBC North East and Cumbria's area within the UK 


TV transmitters Bilsdale 
Caldbeck 
Chatton 
Pontop Pike 


Radio stations BBC Radio Cumbria 
BBC Newcastle 


BBC Tees 
Headquarters Newcastle upon Tyne 
Area County Durham 
Northumberland 
Teesside 


Tyne and Wear 
Cumbria 


North Yorkshire (part) 


Regions North East 


Cumbria 


Key people Phil Roberts 
(Head of Regional 


& Local Programmes) 


Official website BBC Tyne 


BBC Look North East and Cumbria 


BBC North East and Cumbria is the BBC English Region covering County Durham, 
Northumberland, Teesside, Tyne and Wear, Cumbria and parts of North Yorkshire. 


Services| edit] 
Television(edit] 


BBC North East & Cumbria's television output, broadcast on BBC One, consists of the 
flagship regional news service Look North, the topical magazine programme /nside 
Out and a twenty-minute opt-out during Sunday Politics. The rugby league highlights 
programme The Super League Show, produced by PDI Media at BBC Yorkshire's studio 
in Leeds, is also broadcast to North East and Cumbrian viewers. 


BBC North East Covers a much tighter area for Tyne and Wear, County 
Durham, Northumberland, Cumbria and a small part of North Yorkshire. 


Radio/edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for the local radio stations BBC Tees, BBC Radio 
Cumbria and BBC Radio Newcastle. The three stations simulcast some programmes, as 
well as the overnight programmes offered by BBC Radio 5 Live. 


Online and Interactive/edit] 


BBC North East & Cumbria also produces regional news and local radio pages for BBC 
Red Button and BBC Local News websites for each county. 


History[edit] 


BBC North East & Cumbria began television broadcasting on Monday 5 January 1959, 
following the separation of the region from the Manchester-based BBC North. Up until 
that point, the Manchester-based operation had been serving the entire North of 
England with nightly news bulletins. The new service from Newcastle introduced 
localised bulletins, read originally by George House and Tom Kilgour. By 1962, the 
bulletins became a 20-minute magazine programme called Home at Six, presented 

by Frank Bough. With the launch of BBC Local Radio Stations, BBC Radio Durham was 
created at Neville's Cross followed by BBC Radio Newcastle at Crestina House, Archbold 
Terrace, Jesmond, which started broadcasting in 1971 managed by Richard Kelly and 
Programme Organiser Ted Gorton, with News Editor Mike Nally and Station Engineer 
Don Gill, operations later to be merged with new BBC headquarters known as the Pink 
Palace in Fenham. Prior to this, at BH New Bridge Street the arrival of former Tyne Tees 
Television presenter Mike Neville coincided with a relaunch as Look North. In 1986, 


transmissions from the Caldbeck transmitter, to the majority of Cumbria, was 
transferred from BBC North East to BBC North West, as it was believed the area would 
be served better from Manchester. However, following complaints from local viewers, 
the transmitter was transferred back to BBC North East in 1990. 


In 1990, BBC North, BBC North West and BBC North East were merged to form one large 
region, named BBC North. As a result, all managerial and administrative posts from the 
three regions were merged to form one, allowing cost savings to the corporation. As 
part of this, each region's programming remained the same; however the region 
identified itself on-screen as BBC North with all its programmes being BBC North 
productions. This remained until 1996, when the regions were separated. 


The region was renamed BBC North East & Cumbria in 1997, coinciding with the 
adoption of the new BBC logo and the new BBC One ident package. The on-screen name 
was adapted slightly to BBC NE & Cumbria in 2002, following the adoption of the Dancer 
idents for BBC One, as the regional name needed to fit inside the box logo. On the next 
batch of new "circle" idents the full North East and Cumbria name was used. 


Studios[edit] 


BBC Broadcasting Centre. 


BBC North East & Cumbria has its headquarters and studios at Broadcasting 

Centre, Spital Tongues, Newcastle upon Tyne. The first live broadcast from the building 
was on Saturday 16 January 1988, with the first Look North broadcast the following 
Monday. The building itself housed two studios, A and B, with the studio complex 
housing the regional news team, BBC Radio Newcastle and some network productions, 
with BBC North East specialising in children's television. Look North was based in the 
large studio A, but moved to the smaller studio B when a network production was using 
studio A. Look North was permanently moved to studio A in 2000 following the 
reduction in the number of network productions. This move prevented the studio itself 
from being closed, as happened in the Midlands and the North West; the studio was not 
too big, so could house the programme comfortably. The building itself has distinctive 
architecture, with glass panels and walls coloured in varying shades of pink, resulting in 
the building gaining the nickname from local residents and staff of "The Pink Palace". 


Following the launch of the service, and prior to the move to Broadcasting Centre, the 
BBC was based at Broadcasting House at New Bridge Street in Central Newcastle, in a 
former lying-in hospital, which housed the news service, a single studio for Look 

North and BBC Radio Newcastle. This building, in a central location in the city on New 
Bridge Street, proved just big enough for their needs. However, when technology 
needed upgrading, it turned out to be easier to build a new studio complex, rather than 
refit the small building. It was last used on Friday 15 January 1988. 


See also[edit] 


EIGEBBC portal 


e BBC English Regions 
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BBC North West 


C 


BBC North West's area within the UK 


TV 
transmitter 


S 


Radio 


stations 


Headquarte 


rs 


Area 


Winter Hill and all relays. 


BBC Radio Lancashire 
BBC Radio Manchester 
BBC Radio Merseyside 


MediaCity, Salford Quays, Greater 


Manchester 


Cheshire 

Greater Manchester 

Lancashire 

Merseyside 

North Yorkshire (western Craven) 
West Yorkshire (western Calderdale) 
Derbyshire (High Peak) 

Cumbria (Barrow-in-Furness and South 


Lakeland) 


Isle of Man 
Nation BBC English Regions 
Regions North West and Isle of Man 


Key people Aziz Rashid 
(Head of Regional 


& Local Programmes) 


BBC North West is the BBC English Region serving Cheshire, Greater 

Manchester, Lancashire, Merseyside, North Yorkshire (western Craven), West 
Yorkshire (Walsden), Derbyshire (High Peak), Cumbria (Barrow-in-Furness and South 
Lakeland) and the Isle of Man. 


The region also covered the rest of Cumbria during the late 1980s, complete with an 
opt-out television news service for the area, before it was transferred to the BBC North 
East region owing to high viewer demand. Today, the region is part of the larger BBC 
North division based at MediaCityUK in Salford Quays. 


Services| edit] 
Television(edit] 


BBC North West produces regional TV news, current affairs and sports output including 
the flagship nightly news programme North West Tonight, alongside daytime North 
West Today bulletins and opt-out updates on weekdays during BBC Breakfast. 


Non-news output consists of the topical magazine programme /nside Out North 

West and a 20-minute opt-out during Sunday Politics. The rugby league highlights 
programme The Super League Show, produced by PDI Media at BBC Yorkshire's studio 
in Leeds, is also simulcast to north west viewers. 


Radio{edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for BBC Radio Lancashire, BBC Radio 
Manchester and BBC Radio Merseyside. 


Radio Manchester, Radio Merseyside and Radio Lancashire broadcast between 5 am and 
1 am on weekdays and between 6 am and 12 am on Radio Lancashire (until 1 am on 
Radio Merseyside). The three stations only simulcast for BBC News bulletins each 
evening, with Radio Manchester and Radio Lancashire also simulcasting the weekday 
late show and /ndus, an Asian community programme on Sunday evenings. 


Online and Interactive(/edit] 


BBC North West also produces regional news & local radio pages for BBC Red 
Button and BBC Local News websites for each county and the Isle of Man. 


History[edit] 
Radio[edit] 


Regional broadcasting in the North West had begun on 15 November 1922 when the 
BBC opened its Manchester radio station 2ZY, followed two years later by the opening of 
a Liverpool-based relay station, 2LY. At this point, the Manchester operation covered the 
entire North of England and northern parts of the Midlands, with relay stations in Leeds 
(2LS), Hull (6KH), Nottingham (5NG) and Stoke-on-Trent (6ST) carrying 2ZY output. 

Early broadcasts were made from studios at the Metropolitan-Vickers electricity works in 
Old Trafford. 


When the BBC National Programme commenced from London, output from Manchester 
was moved to the BBC Regional Programme, and in 1929 began operations from 
Broadcasting House, a leased studio complex above a bank in Piccadilly Gardens. From 
March 1936, the Manchester-based Northern radio service began serving Northern 
Ireland after the opening of a new transmitter at Lisnagarvey (albeit with an additional 
local opt-out). A year later, the opening of the Stagshaw transmitter also allowed 
listeners in the North East and Cumbria to receive an opt-out from the main service. 


When regional radio services resumed after the Second World War, Manchester-based 
output was broadcast on a Northern version of the Home Service, which would continue 
to serve Northern Ireland until January 1963. BBC Local Radio was introduced to the 
North West on 22 November 1967 with the launch of Radio Merseyside in Liverpool, 
followed on 10 September 1970 by Radio Manchester and on 26 January 1971 by Radio 
Blackburn (later relaunched as BBC Radio Lancashire). 


The expansion of local radio services led to a gradual reduction of regional radio 
programmes (covering both the North West and Yorkshire areas from the Holme Moss 
transmitter) on what had now become BBC Radio 4. The last regional programme to be 
aired on Radio 4 North was an early-evening news opt-out on Friday 12 September 
1980. Regional output for the North West would later resurface on the BBC's local radio 
stations in the evening and late night time slots. 


The BBC has never produced radio services for the Isle of Man although national BBC 
radio is available. Local radio services on the island are provided by Manx stations 
like Manx Radio and Energy FM. 


Television[edit] 


When the BBC launched daily regional television news in September 1957, the whole of 
northern England was initially covered as one region from Manchester. Short bulletins 
called News from the North began broadcasting on 30 September to what are now the 
North West, Yorkshire & North Midlands, East Yorkshire & Lincolnshire and North East & 
Cumbria areas. 


Two years later, the opt-outs were refocused to cover the North West, including the 
Yorkshire & Lincolnshire areas, as the North East and Cumbria were now receiving their 
own news bulletins. By 1962, the bulletins had been expanded into a 20-minute 
magazine programme and renamed North at Sixststiorzeeded, The current North West region 
was introduced on 25 March 1968 when a separate Leeds-based edition of Look 

North for Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and the North Midlands was launched. 


Between 5 April 1976 and 12 September 1980, BBC North West made use of regional 
presentation and continuity announcers during weekday evening programmes on BBC1. 
Also in 1980, the Manchester edition of Look North was renamed Look North West in an 


attempt to avoid confusion for neighbouring viewers in Yorkshire. Regional television 
news remained at the BBC's Old Broadcasting House in Piccadilly until finally moving 
into New Broadcasting House in Oxford Road on 18 May 1981. On 3 September 1984, 
the programme changed to its current title of North West Tonight. Between 1986 and 
1989, the region also covered parts of Cumbria that were previously served by the 
Newcastle edition of Look North and provided a news opt-out for the area served by the 
Caldbeck transmitter at lunchtime. However, viewers' complaints led to Cumbrian news 
coverage being switched back to Look North in Newcastle. 


After 30 years of operation from New Broadcasting House, BBC North West television 
began broadcasting from MediaCityUK at Salford Quays on the morning of Monday 28 
November 2011. 


Studios[edit] 


Dickenson Road, the first BBC television studio in Manchester, pictured in the 1960s. 


See also: New Broadcasting House (Manchester) and MediaCityUK 


From 1929 until 1981, many of the BBC's Manchester operations were based at 
Broadcasting House in the Piccadilly Gardens area of Manchester City Centre. The 
building had been leased to the Corporation from a bank on the ground floor and 
became the central control room for regional and network radio production from the 
city. 


In 1954, a former Methodist church on Dickenson Road in Rusholme became the BBC's 
first Manchester television studio, having been brought from Mancunian Films, who had 
converted the building. The Dickenson Road facilities became the main home of the 
city's network production base where early editions of long-running series including Top 
Of The Pops and A Question of Sport were produced. The BBC's northern outside 
broadcast units were located at another former church in Longsight. Meanwhile, 

regional television news and presentation began in September 1957, firstly from the 
crypt at Dickenson Road and subsequently at Broadcasting House in Piccadilly Gardens, 
Manchester. 


By 1967, planning had begun on creating a new broadcasting centre which would house 
radio and television on both network & regional levels as well as rehearsal space (Studio 
7) for the BBC's Northern Symphony Orchestra (later to become the BBC 

Philharmonic). New Broadcasting House on Oxford Road began operations in July 1975 
when network television production was transferred from the Dickenson Road studio 
into the much larger Studio A. Studio B, which would be used for regional TV news (Look 
North West, North West Tonight) was opened in May 1981, allowing the BBC to vacate 
its studios at Piccadilly after 52 years. 


Regular production in Studio A continued until 2000, when it was mothballed. 
Meanwhile, the BBC launched a joint facilities venture with ITV Granada, 

called 3SixtyMedia, which saw both broadcasters pool their studio resources at both 
Oxford Road and Granada's Quay Street complex. As a result, Studio A was re-opened in 
2005 as a four-waller, primarily for drama productions including Life on Mars. 


BBC North West moved into new studios at MediaCityUK in Salford Quays during 
Autumn 2011. The new development houses all departments previously based at New 
Broadcasting House alongside BBC Children's, BBC Sport, BBC Radio 5 Live, BBC 
Breakfast, BBC Learning and BBC Future Media departments and services, creating the 
biggest broadcast operation outside London. As part of the move, New Broadcasting 
House was sold off to Reality Estates Ltd for £10 million in April 2011. 


In addition to their headquarters, BBC North West has local radio stations and news 
bureaux located in Liverpool and Blackburn and a district office in Chester. 


Presenters|/edit] 


Main presenters Weather presenters 

e Roger Johnson e Simon King 

e Annabel Tiffin e Owain Wyn Evans 
e Rich Davis 


e Alex Hamilton 
e Sara Blizzard 


e Kaye Forster 
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This article is about the BBC's former facilities in Manchester. For the new extension to 
Broadcasting House, London, see Broadcasting House. 


New Broadcasting House 


BBC Manchester Studios 
NBH 


Wikimedia | © OpenStreetMap 


General information 


Type Television and radio studios 


Architectural Precast concrete panels, with bronze- 


style tinted solar-heat-rejecting glass 


Address Oxford Road, Manchester, M60 1S] 


Completed July 1975 


Inaugurated 18 June 1976 


Demolished 2012 


Landlord BBC 


Dimensions 


Other 


dimensions 


Structural 


system 


Floor count 


Floor area 


5.4 acres (1.66 ha) 


Technical details 


Reinforced concrete structure 


6 


30,400 m (99,738 ft) 


Design and construction 


Architect 


Architecture 


firm 


Structural 


engineer 


Services 


engineer 


Civil engineer 


Other 


designers 


R. A. Sparks 


BBC Architectural and Civil Engineering 


Department 


Ove Arup 


Haden Young 


D. G. Nimmy 


Acousticians - Sandy Brown 
Associates”! 
Mechanical Services - Building Design 


Partnership 


Quantity Bare, Leaning, and Bare 


surveyor 


Main Higgs and Hill 


contractor 


New Broadcasting House (NBH) was the BBC's North West England headquarters 

on Oxford Road in Chorlton-on-Medlock, Manchester. The studios housed BBC 
Manchester, BBC North West, the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra and the BBC Religion and 
Ethics department. It was known as a Network Production Centre, the others being in 
Birmingham (the now also demolished Pebble Mill Studios) and Broadcasting House, 
Bristol. 


New Broadcasting House was vacated during autumn 2011 when the departments were 
relocated to MediaCityUK outside of central Manchester in Salford Quays. The building 
was demolished in 2012. 


Architecture and construction|[edit] 


New Broadcasting House at night 


New Broadcasting House was built on a site bounded by Oxford Road, Charles Street, 
Pritchard Street and Cooke Street. To the rear of the building was the River Medlock. 

A compulsory purchase order for the site was approved by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government on 21 July 1967 and planning began the same year. Planning 
permission was granted in December 1968. Designs by an external architect were 
abandoned in February 1970 in favour of plans by R. A. Sparks from the BBC's 
Architectural and Civil Engineering Department. New planning permission was granted 
in March 1971, and construction began in December 1971 and was completed in 1975. 


Construction was in three stages - the network production centre for local radio and 
outside broadcasts, a rehearsal studio for the Northern Symphony Orchestra and the 
regional television centre. Radio Manchester was built on the upper ground floor in the 
west of the office block with a 754 square metre area. Studio A, a 453 square metre 
television studio, was built in the single-storey building behind the office block. The 
central technical area was next to the TV and radio studios. A 180-seat restaurant was 
built on the second floor. The view from the top of the building was of the Mancunian 


Way. 


The building was supported on 214 piles, bored to a maximum depth of around 13 
metres. The building frame was made of reinforced concrete infilled with flat soffit slabs 
and 2,100 square metres of windows. Its architecture has been ridiculed as ‘drab’ and 
unfit for the 21st century. 


History[edit] 
See also: Media in Manchester and BBC Manchester 


New Broadcasting House being demolished in 2012 


Before New Broadcasting House opened, the BBC's Manchester base was at 
Broadcasting House in Piccadilly, and from 1958 it occupied four floors of Peter House 
in St Peter's Square. The former studio of Mancunian Films in Rusholme was bought in 
1954 and Milton Hall on Deansgate was the home of the BBC Northern Symphony 
Orchestra which became the BBC Philharmonic in 1982. 


Staff moved into the building on the weekend of 12-13 July 1975, and it was fully 
operational by September 1975 and officially inaugurated as the headquarters of BBC 
North on 18 June 1976. A second television studio was opened in May 1981 for regional 
TV news, leading to the closure of Broadcasting House in Piccadilly after 52 years. About 
800 staff worked at the site. 


New Broadcasting House was home to BBC Manchester, BBC Radio Manchester, BBC 
North West, the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra and the BBC Religion and Ethics 
Department.“ On opening, the radio station was named BBC Radio Manchester; it 
changed its name to BBC GMR (and briefly, GMR Talk) before reverting to its original 
name in April 2006. 


In 2010, the building was offered for sale as the BBC's move to MediaCityUK rendered it 
surplus to requirements and it was sold for £10 million in April 2011.4 The BBC sign 
from the front of the building was removed in November 2011 shortly after the last 
department, regional TV, moved to MediaCityUK ending 35 years of broadcasting from 
the studios on Sunday 27 November 2011.4 


Programmes based or produced at New Broadcasting House[edit] 


See also: List of television programmes set, produced or filmed in Manchester and List 
of national radio programmes made in Manchester 


e A Question of Sport 
e Cheggers Plays Pop 
e Dragons' Den 


e File on Four (BBC Radio 4) 


e Going for Gold 


e = =[t's a Knockout 


e Life on Mars 
e Mark and Lard (BBC Radio 1) 


e Hit the North (BBC Radio Five) 


e Mastermind 

e No Limits 

e Open Air 

e Outtake TV 

e Oxford Road Show 

e Real Story 

e Red Dwarf 

e Screen Test 

e Songs of Praise 

e Street Doctor 

e That's Showbusiness 

e The Heaven and Earth Show 
e My Parents Are American (CBBC) 


See also[edit] 


Wikimedia Commons 


has media related 
=) to New Broadcasting 


House 


(Manchester). 


e Granada Studios - ITV Granada's base in Manchester 


e 3SixtyMedia - BBC Manchester and Granada joint venture 
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e Tours of the building (from archive.org) 
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.# MediaCityUK 
25 


Manchester 


Location Salford Quays, City of Salford, 


Greater Manchester, England 


bee 53°28'22’N 2°17'50’WCoordinates: ‘53°2 
8'22’N 2°17'50’°W 


Coordina 


tes 


Develope Peel Media 


r 


Operator Peel Media 
BBC 
ITV Studios 
ITV Granada 
NEP Connect 


Owner Legal & General (50%) 
The Peel Group (50%) 


Website  mediacityuk.co.uk 


MediaCityUK is a 200-acre (81 ha) mixed-use property development on the banks of 
the Manchester Ship Canal in Salford and Trafford, Greater Manchester, England. The 
project was developed by Peel Media; its principal tenants are media organisations and 


the University of Salford. The land occupied by the development was part of the Port of 
Manchester and Manchester Docks. 


The BBC signalled its intention to move jobs to Manchester in 2004, and the Salford 
Quays site was chosen in 2006. The Peel Group was granted planning permission to 
develop the site in 2007, and construction of the development, with its own energy 
generation plant and communications network, began the same year. Based in Quay 
House, the principal tenant is the BBC, whose move marks a large- 

scale decentralisation from London. ITV Granada completed the first phase of its move 
to MediaCityUK on 25 March 2013, followed in two stages by the northern arm of ITV 
Studios: the second stage involved Coronation Street being moved to a new production 
facility on Trafford Wharf next to the Imperial War Museum North at the end of 2013. 
The Studios on Broadway houses seven high-definition studios, claimed to be the 
largest such facility in Europe. 


MediaCityUK was developed in two phases. The 36-acre (15 ha) first phase was 
completed in 2011, and the second is dependent on its success. Metrolink, Greater 
Manchester's light-rail system, was extended to MediaCityUK with the opening of 

the MediaCityUK tram stop on 20 September 2010 and further extensions are planned. 
Road access was improved by the construction of the Broadway Link Road. 


Location|[edit] 


A 1924 map of Manchester Docks 


Salford Quays, at the eastern end of the Manchester Ship Canal on the site of the former 
Manchester Docks, became one of the first and largest urban regeneration projects in 
the United Kingdom after the closure of the dockyards in 1982." MediacityUK, an area 
on both banks of the ship canal, is part of a joint tourism initiative between Salford City 
Council and Trafford Borough Council encompassing The Quays, Trafford Wharf and 
parts of Old Trafford. The Quays development includes The Lowry Arts Centre and 

the Imperial War Museum North.2! 


A total of 200 acres (81 ha) of land was earmarked for the development of MediaCityUK. 
81 The first phase of its development was primarily focused on a 36-acre (15 ha) site at 
Pier 9 on Salford Quays.“ In 2010 it was announced that the ITV production centre 
would be built on Trafford Wharf in the Metropolitan Borough of Trafford. 


Background([edit] 


Construction activity, December 2008 


In 2003 reports emerged that, as part of the plans for the renewal of its Royal Charter, 
the BBC was considering moving whole channels or strands of production from London 
to Manchester. Early discussions involved a plan where the BBC would move to a new 
media village proposed by Granada Television at its Bonded Warehouse site at Granada 
Studios in the city. 


Proposals to relocate 1,800 jobs to Manchester were unveiled by BBC Director 

General, Mark Thompson, in December 2004. The BBC justified the move as its 
spending per head was low in northern England where it had low approval ratings and 
its facilities at New Broadcasting House in Manchester needed replacing. =% An initial 
list of 18 sites was narrowed to a short-list of four during 2005, two in Manchester - one 
at Quay Street, close to Granada Studios, and one on Whitworth Street and two in 
Salford - one close to the Manchester Arena and one at Pier 9 on Salford Quays." The 
site at Salford Quays was chosen in June 2006 and the move north was conditional on a 
satisfactory licence fee settlement from the government.” 


The chosen site was the last undeveloped site at Manchester Docks, an area that had 
been subject to considerable investment and was emerging as a tourist destination, 
residential and commercial centre. The vision of the developers Peel Group, Salford City 
Council, the Central Salford Urban Regeneration Company and the Northwest Regional 
Development Agency was to create a significant new media city capable of competing 
on a global scale with developments in Copenhagen and Singapore." 


Salford City Council granted planning consent for an outline application for a multi-use 
development on the site involving residential, retail and studio and office space in 
October 200622 and consent for a detailed planning application followed in May 2007. 
441 |In the same month the BBC Trust approved moving five London-based departments 
to the development.“ The departments to be moved were Sport, Children's, Learning, 
Future Media and Technology and Radio Five Live.2# 


Construction started in 2007 with the site owner, Peel Group as developer and Bovis 
Lend Lease as contractor.“4 The media facilities opened in stages from 2007; the first of 
them, the Pie Factory, was in a refurbished bakery. It featured three large sound 

stages suitable for drama productions and commercials.” In January 2011 Peel Media 
received planning permission to convert on-site offices used by Bovis Lend Lease during 
the construction of the first phase into the Greenhouse.2 


The first trial show took place in November 2010 in Studio HQ2.2" The half-hour test 
show featured a power failure and a fire drill, which involved a full evacuation of the 
audience and crew.24 The first programme filmed at MediaCityUK was Don't Scare the 


Hare in February 2011, and the first to transfer was A Question of Sport, the same 
month.22 BBC employees started transferring to the development in May 2011, a 
process that took 36 weeks. BBC Director General Mark Thompson confirmed that up to 
a further 1,000 jobs could be created or transferred to the site.2224 In January 2012 the 
BBC was accused of not supporting the community by MP, Hazel Blears, after it was 
reported that only 26 of 680 jobs created at the development had gone to residents of 
Salford.25 


Channel 4 has expressed an interest in moving some activities to MediaCityUK. 22 The 
BBC had stated that either BBC One or BBC Two could move to MediaCityUK by 2015 if 
the confirmed moves were successful however this is yet to happen. 


Buildings and facilities[edit] 


The MediaCityUK Piazza seen at night during the MediaCityUK Lightwaves Festival 2018 looking 
towards dock10, the BBC and Salford University. 


Traditional street names are not used in the development. The main thoroughfares are 
styled blue, white, pink, yellow, orange, purple and green where street furniture and 
coloured ambient lighting will be colour-coded to match. A stylised map of the site has 
been devised. Landscape architects, Gillespies regenerated the brownfield site to create 
public spaces.22 The focal point is a piazza and landscaped park, which stretches to the 
ship canal around which the buildings are located. The piazza's two distinct areas, The 
Green and The Stage are capable of holding events for up to 6500 people.2 In front of 
The Studios there is a free-standing big screen, which is viewable from the piazza.&" 


The BBC occupy three buildings: Bridge House, Dock House, and Quay House, all 
designed by architects Wilkinson Eyre, with the interior design by ID:SR Sheppard 
Robson. With simple forms intended to harmonise with their waterfront settings, the 
buildings provide 450,000 square feet (42,000 m?) of accommodation£# with the BBC 
occupying 330,000 square feet (31,000 m?) of office space. 


e Quay House is the BBC's 135,000-square-foot (12,500 m?) main building from 
where BBC Breakfast, Match of the Day, BBC Radio 5 Live, North West 
Tonight and BBC Radio Manchester are broadcast.22 

e Bridge House is where Blue Peter, Mastermind, Dragons' Den, CBBC, and BBC 
Bitesize are produced.) 

e Dock House contains the BBC's Research & Development and Religion & Ethics 
departments.: In November 2011 BBC Radio 6 Music teams moved from New 
Broadcasting House into Dock House, where some programmes for BBC Radio 4 are 
made.) 

e The Orange Tower is an 11-storey building, designed by architects Sheppard 
Robson. It is a glazed structure with four types of cladding, including one made of 


folded aluminium in a diamond pattern. It houses departments from the University 
of Salford on three floors and on seven floors, staff from ITV Granada. #4221 

e dock10 contains seven high-definition studios, often referred to as The Studios and 
home of the dock10 television facility.2# It is claimed by Peel Media to be the largest 
such facility in Europe.24 The largest studio has an area of 12,500 square feet 
(1,160 m?), making it one of the biggest in western Europe.“ Fitting began in 2010 
at a cost of £22 million, in time for the BBC's move in summer 2011.22 The seven 
studios vary in size; the large studios are on the ground floor, and the smaller 
studios on the first floor. The larger of the two audio studios, sitting on hydraulic 
jacks to insulate it from noise generated in the surrounding studios, is dedicated to 
the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra.2% 

e The Pie Factory occupies the former Freshbake factory, which after closing in 
2006, was converted by Peel Media into a TV, film and commercial production 
facility. The bakery's facilities were renovated into three sound stages, anxilliary and 
office space. It opened in 2007 and was the first working studio complex at 
MediaCityUK. sama 

e The Greenhouse designed by architects Stephenson Bell, is a refurbished three- 
storey office block that has been converted into small, flexible office suites for small 
companies in the media and creative industries.24 

e TheHeart and NumberOne are the residential elements of the development, 
providing 378 apartments in two tower blocks. TheHeart is a 22-storey apartment 
building on the quayside and NumberOne, another 22-storey building, is next to the 
studio facilities.2 


The MediaCityUK footbridge at Salford Quays illuminated at night. The Imperial War Museum 
North is seen in the background. 


e Blue & White Towers two buildings ranging upto 16 storeys. The blue building 
contains The Landing, while the white building is home to MediaCityUK's Holiday 
Inn hotel.“ 


The opening swing footbridge at Salford Quays links MediaCityUK with Trafford Wharf on 
the southern bank of the ship canal. It was designed by Wilkinson Eyre in association 
with Gifford. The bridge's main span is 213 feet (65 m) when open and provides a 157- 
foot (48 m) wide navigation channel accommodating ships' superstructures up to 66 
feet (20 m) in height. The developers specified it to be "a unique and memorable 
landmark". Its visibility is created by a curved bridge deck with an offset pivot mast and 
array of supporting cables in a fan or sail shape. It has seating benches and is lit at 
night.“2421 The bridge, constructed with funding from the Northwest Regional 
Development Agency, is the final link in a circular walking route connecting the 
development with The Lowry and Imperial War Museum North. It was officially opened 
by Rowan Williams and John Sentamu, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, and was 
opened to the public in May 2011 after landscaping works were completed.™! 


The development is powered by a gas-powered trigeneration energy plant producing 
electricity for cooling and heating using water from the ship canal. It is more than twice 
as efficient as conventional grid electricity and helped the development 

gain BREEAM sustainable community status.22 The communications network is one of 
the most advanced in the world, with more than 20 million metres of fibre-optic cable 
capable of delivering the internet speeds required for media production.“ 


The architecture at MediaCity has been criticised by the editor of Building 

Design magazine Ellis Woodman, who describes it as "a crazed accumulation of 
development in which every aimlessly gesticulating building sports at least three 
different cladding treatments. The overriding sense is one of extreme anxiety on the 
part of the architect. Quite how the BBC has stooped this low is hard to fathom." The 
development was awarded the Carbuncle Cup by Building Design for the worst new 
building in 2011.44 Owen Hatherley writing in The Guardian criticised the development 
as "an enclave, easily closed off from the life of the rest of the city".“# 


Tenants| edit] 
BBC [edit] 


Approximately 3,200 BBC staff are employed at MediaCity.“2 In July 2010 it was 
announced that the BBC Breakfast programme would move to Salford Quays.= It was 
claimed that the development will create up to 10,000 jobs and add £1bn to the 
regional economy over 5 years.&4 In 2009 the BBC estimated that moving to Salford 
would cost nearly £1 billion spread over twenty years.& but in May 2011, Director 
General Mark Thompson claimed the cost of moving was much less.& 


In 2017 the Centre for Cities published a report on the impact of the move in the five 
years between 2011 and 2016, it found there were 4,600 new jobs in MediaCity 
however 2,000 of them were BBC staff relocated from elsewhere in the country while 
1,200 were from existing Greater Manchester businesses relocating (including 640 BBC 
staff already based in the city) for 1,400 net new jobs created at MediaCity by the move 
and there was little relocation of other businesses from elsewhere in the country with 
only 145 in existing businesses moving to Greater Manchester. The number employed in 
Media within 1 mile of Mediacity was static over the 5 years as cuts in output offset new 
job growth (and the coverage of the 2012 London Olympics was a peak for BBC Sport). 
however its economic impact outside Salford was greater creating 4,420 new jobs for 
existing businesses in the wider city region.) 


BBC North is one of eight national business divisions of the BBC based here, that 
includes the following BBC departments, BBC Breakfast, CBBC, CBeebies, BBC Radio 5 
Live, BBC Research, BBC Sport, BBC Learning and the BBC Philharmonic. BBC North 
West has also relocated to the site. 


ITV Granada(edit] 


The Orange building houses the University of Salford campus and ITV Granada. 


ITV Granada was interested in relocating but negotiations with the developers, Peel 
Media, were abandoned in 2009 amid a financial dispute.= After a change of 
management at ITV Granada, talks resumed in January 20105% and in December the 
decision to move to MediaCityUK was announced. A production facility was 
constructed on Trafford Wharf to house the Coronation Street sets that transferred from 
Granada Studios in 2013.22 In March 2013, Granada Reports was broadcast from 
MediaCityUK signifying the completion of the initial phase of its migration from 

the Granada Studios in Quay Street.22 The MediaCity site is home to approximately 750 
ITV employees at ITV Granada and ITV Studios. 


NEP Connect / SIS LIVE{edit] 


Satellite Information Services (SIS), later known as SIS LIVE, has occupied an office at 
The Pie Factory since 2006 and in 2010 formed a joint venture with Peel to manage the 
studios.2% |n 2011 SIS announced it would move its headquarters from London and 
awarded a £3 million contract to S3 Satcom and SATCOM Technologies for the provision 
of a nine earth station broadcast teleport on Trafford Wharf. SIS announced the launch 
of its teleport in July 2012 and opened offices in the Blue Tower a month later, “2usussiss1 


In October 2018, SIS LIVE was taken over by NEP Group, who rebranded the firm to 'NEP 
Connect’ and have continued to operate their facilities at MediaCityUK.™. 


University of Salford[edit] 


The University of Salford moved its media-related teaching and research to the 
MediaCityUK site in October 2011.! The move will controversially cost the university 
more than £2.25 million in rent per annum until 2020. 


dock10{(edit] 


dock10 is a television facility owner and media services company, located within 
MediaCityUK, Salford. dock10 offers a number of services, but its two most notable 
is post production and The Studios.“ 


Others(edit] 


A diverse mix of about 40 service companies, along with small companies offering 
ancillary services such as casting and camera hire, occupy The Pie Factory and The 
Greenhouse.2222 Antix Productions moved into offices in The Greenhouse in 2011.2 In 
2012 the Rugby Football League opened an office in The Greenhouse to facilitate the 
administration of the 2013 Rugby League World Cup.) 


In 2008, Hope High School in Salford was taken over by Oasis Community Learning, an 
evangelical Christian organisation,“ and renamed Oasis Academy MediaCityUK; its new 
premises in Salford Quays, on the edge of the MediaCity UK site, were completed in 
September 2012.7! UTC@MediaCityUK, a University Technical College backed by the 
University of Salford, The Lowry and the Aldridge Foundation, specialising in the 
creative, media and music industries opened in 2015.24 


Transport[edit] 


MediaCityUK tram stop 


The MediaCityUK tram stop opened on 20 September 2010,“ part of the Metrolink light- 
rail system serving Greater Manchester. It lies at the end of a 360-metre (0.22 mi) spur 
from the Eccles Line, which was built as part of Phase 3 of the Metrolink expansion 
project. Trams run to Piccadilly via Harbour City and Cornbrook. 


Vehicular access to the Quays has been improved by the construction of Broadway Link 
Road, which links the site to the M602 motorway at junction 2, and by the provision of 
car parking. The high-rise 2116 space multi-storey car park was completed in August 
2009. It is a pre-cast curved structure clad in a mixture of aluminium mesh panels and 
shaded aluminium tiles, comprising 11 floors of parking above the development's 
energy centre and commercial units. 


Stagecoach Manchester provides the high-frequency "City Connect" bus service linking 
MediaCityUK to East Didsbury, Manchester Piccadilly bus station, Salford 

Central and Salford Crescent railway stations, the University of Salford and Salford 
Shopping Centre. 


Footpaths and cycleways to Manchester city centre and 300 cycle racks encourage 
healthy and green ways of accessing the site.2 


See also[edit] 


e Media in Manchester 
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BBC South 


BI BIC Bertie 


BBC South's area within the UK 


TV Hannington 

transmitters Midhurst 
Oxford 
Rowridge 


Radio stations BBC Radio Berkshire 
BBC Radio Oxford 
BBC Radio Solent 


Headquarters Southampton 


Area Oxfordshire 


Hampshire 


Isle of Wight 

West Sussex (majority) 
eastern and central Dorset 
eastern Gloucestershire 
southern Northamptonshire 
Berkshire 

Buckinghamshire (part) 
Surrey (part) 

Wiltshire (part) 


Nation BBC English Regions 
Regions South 
Key people Jason Horton 


(Head of Regional 


& Local Programmes) 


Launch date 1961 
Official news.bbc.co.uk/local/hi/default.stm 
website 


BBC South is the BBC English Region serving Oxfordshire, Hampshire, Isle of 

Wight, Dorset, Berkshire and parts 

of Gloucestershire, Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire, Surrey, West 

Sussex and Wiltshire, with geographic coverage varying between digital, television and 
radio services. 


The region is headquartered in Southampton and has smaller offices in Dorchester, 
Oxford, Reading and Portsmouth. 


Services| edit] 
Television(edit] 


BBC South's television output (broadcast on BBC One) consists of its flagship regional 
news service BBC South Today and includes an opt-out service for viewers served by 
the Oxford transmitter, the current affairs programme /nside Out and a weekly half- 
hour Sunday Politics show dedicated to the region. 


The region covers television services for Hampshire, Berkshire, Oxfordshire, most 
of Dorset and West Sussex and parts of Buckinghamshire and Wiltshire. 


The television output also produces occasional regional documentaries, the such 

as Titanic - Southampton Remembers and Sea City. The former, broadcast in April 
2012, looks at the impact of the disaster on Southampton, where most of the ships staff 
were recruited while Sea City looks behind the scenes at Southampton Docks and was 
broadcast in January 2013 with a second series in March 2014.21 


Radio(edit] 


The region is home to local radio stations BBC Radio Oxford, BBC Radio 
Berkshire and BBC Radio Solent. 


Radio Solent, BBC Radio Oxford and Radio Berkshire broadcast between 5 am and 1 am 
with local programming broadcast between 5 am and 7 pm on weekdays. The three 
stations carry networked programming with the two stations in the BBC South 

East region every evening. The stations also simulcast overnight programming 

from BBC Radio 5 Live each night after closedown. 


Digital |edit] 


BBC South produces online articles and video for Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Oxfordshire, 
Dorset and Berkshire which featured on BBC News Online, as well as producing content 
for the region's social media accounts. 


Text-based red button services come from the articles produced for the BBC website. 


History[edit] 


The BBC's television news operation in Southampton began on 5 January 1961 with the 
launch of South at Six, presented by Martin Muncaster, who had defected from Southern 
Television. The programme was later renamed as South Today. In 1967, Bruce 

Parker joined BBC South and went on to become its longest-serving presenter, 
anchoring South Today for over 30 years. 


In 1969, South Today became part of Nationwide, with its own opt-out section of the 
main programme for local news. In 1984, following the end of the short- 

lived Nationwide replacement Sixty Minutes, South Today became a standalone 
programme, competing heavily ever since with the long-defunct Southern 
Television's news programme Day by Day, IVS's Coast to Coast and the present 
incumbent /TV News Meridian. 


The region itself has changed in size and shape on a few occasions. On 16 October 
2000, areas served by the Oxford transmitter were transferred from the large 

former BBC South East region, served by news programme Newsroom South East, and 
transferred to an opt out of the BBC South region served by South Today. Additionally, 
following the digital switchover of the Whitehawk Hill transmitter on 7 March 

2012, Brighton and Hove transferred to the coverage of BBC South East. 


Studios{edit] 


yy, 


BBC South's studio centre at Broadcasting House on Havelock Road, Southampton 


BBC South's regional broadcasting centre is based in Southampton, with local radio and 
television studios also in Brighton, Oxford, Portsmouth and Reading. 


Prior to moving to the current studios in 1991, BBC South was based next to the 
disused Southampton Terminus railway station at South Western House, a former grand 
hotel set up to cater for first class passengers using the transatlantic liners from 
Southampton and latterly used as a military HQ during the planning of the D- 

day landings. The building was famed for its clear views of Southampton docks, making 
events such as the departure of the Queen Mary easy to film, as cameras only had to 
set up on the roof of the building, though the technology used at South Western House 
was famed for its unreliability, as most of this equipment was second hand and brought 
in from other BBC buildings. The introduction of colour television in the early 1970s led 
to a major reconstruction of the building, which had a main studio (used largely 

for South Today) and a small presentation studio for news bulletins and continuity - 
unusually, the camera for the small studio was situated in the outside corridor and 
looking into the room. 


In 1991, BBC South moved into new, purpose-built facilities at Havelock Road in 
Southampton. The new studios were built on to the side of the hill at the top of the city 
with the railway tunnel running directly underneath. This slope meant that the new 
television studios were far larger than the previous ones, as they could take up vast 
amounts of space on a lower level. The new facilities also included brand new 
equipment and technology, radio studios for BBC Radio Solent and editing suites. 


The extra space was because BBC South, at the time, was one of the new regional 
production centres. Previously production centres had been in the large regions with 
studio facilities, these being the nations, BBC Midlands, BBC North West and BBC West. 
However, some smaller production centres were being trialled in the South and the 
North East. As a result, the new studio was made slightly larger so that it could 
accommodate a network production. When the BBC decided to reduce regional 
productions as a cost-cutting measure, the fact that BBC South's studio was not too 
large meant that it was allowed to remain open, unlike many of the other studios and 
production centres. 


The complex has two studios. Studio A, the larger is used for South Today and is 
audience capable, while Studio B, the smaller is occasionally used by South Today and 
was originally used for the Oxford opt-out. 


See also[edit] 


HIESBBC portal 


e BBC English Regions 

e BBC South Today 

e BBC Radio Berkshire 

e BBC Radio Oxford 

e BBC Radio Solent 

e BBC Radio Solent For Dorset 
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BBC South East 


BIBIC South East 


BBC South East's area within the UK 


TV transmitters Bluebell Hill 
Dover 
Heathfield 
Whitehawk 


Radio stations BBC Radio Kent 
BBC Surrey 
BBC Sussex 


Headquarters Tunbridge Wells 
Area Kent 

East Sussex 

West Sussex (part) 


Surrey (part) 


Regions South East 


Key people Quentin Smith 


BBC South East is the BBC English region serving Kent, East Sussex, part of West 
Sussex and a small part of Surrey. 


The BBC region was created in September 2001 by the joining of 

the Heathfield transmitter (formerly part of the BBC South region) with the Bluebell 

Hill and Dover transmitters (from the then BBC London and South East region) to form a 
new regional TV service. Unlike ITV Meridian (East), it does not serve 

southern Essex (received from a Bluebell Hill overlap), this area being part of the BBC 
London region instead. 


Services| edit] 
Television(edit] 


BBC South East's television output consists of the flagship regional news service South 
East Today and the topical magazine programme /nside Out. A 25-minute opt-out 
during Sunday Politics is produced by an independent production company. A late night 
football magazine show Late Kick Off is co-produced with BBC London. 


Radioj{edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for BBC Radio Kent, BBC Surrey and BBC Sussex. 


Radio Kent carries local programming between 6 am and 7 pm from the Tunbridge Wells 
studio, then simulcasts networked programming along with stations in the BBC South 
and South East regions until 1 am every night. BBC Sussex and BBC Surrey each carry 
three hours a day of local programming for each county from 6 am to 9 am, sharing the 
remainder of their output between 9 am and 7 pm, then joining with other stations in 
the BBC South and BBC South East regions at 7 pm. 


Online and Interactive(/edit] 


BBC South East also produces regional news and local radio pages for BBC Red 
Button and BBC Local websites for each county. It also provided regional information for 
the BBC Ceefax service until its closure in October 2012. 


History[edit] 


Prior to 2001, London, the South East and the south Midlands had been considered part 
of the same editorial region by the BBC, and as a result, received a single regional 
service, including news programmes London Plus (1984-1989) and Newsroom South 
East (1989-2001). London had not been afforded the same 'regional' status as the other 
BBC regions as the bulk of the national content was produced in the capital. This was 
reflected in the fact that since the launch of regional TV news bulletins in 1957, there 
was no specialist division within the BBC tasked with producing South East opt-outs. 


As a result, the region had fewer local bulletins. Town and Around, the BBC's first 
attempt at a South East news programme, was gradually integrated into Nationwide, 
whose production team produced the local bulletins, presented for many years by Bob- 
Wellings. This issue was addressed to a degree with the launch of South East at Six on 
Monday 4 January 1982 and later, on Monday 3 September 1984, by London Plus - 
which saw the introduction of short daytime bulletins of the type seen in other BBC 
regions. Production teams based within the BBC's Current Affairs department continued 
to produce London Plus until a dedicated South East operation was finally introduced on 
Tuesday 28 March 1989 with the launch of Newsroom South East from a dedicated news 


centre at Elstree Studios in Hertfordshire. Despite the changes throughout the decade, 
the large region and fewer regional operatives meant the service was still far from ideal. 


The size of the region was gradually reduced in stages, starting in 1993 when 

the Heathfield transmitter serving East Sussex was switched from BBC South East to 
BBC South, reducing the region to just London, Kent and the south Midlands. On 16 
October 2000, the areas served by the Oxford transmitter were transferred from BBC 
South East to a new opt out service from BBC South's South Today. 


Following the BBC's South East Review of 2001, the London and South East 
arrangements changed, with BBC London split off as a separate entity 

and Heathfield viewers rejoining Bluebell Hill and Dover in a new smaller BBC South 
East region, launched on Monday 3 September 2001 and based in Royal Tunbridge 
Wells. 


Following digital switchover in the south on 7 March 2012, the Whitehawk 

transmitter in Brighton transferred from the BBC South region to BBC South East. The 
network had been broadcasting around the fringes of Brighton and Hove prior to 
switchover and has always been part of the region's remit since 2001; BBC South East 
now broadcasts terrestrially to the whole city extending along the coast into West 
Sussex as far as Worthing. 


Studios[edit] 


The Great Hall, Tunbridge Wells 


The regional broadcasting centre is based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent with local radio 
studios and television bureaux located in Brighton and Guildford and smaller offices 

in Hastings, Chatham and Dover. BBC South East is the only one of the BBC regions not 
based in a major city. 


The Tunbridge Wells studios are located in The Great Hall, a historic building previously 
used as public rooms, photography studios, a performance venue, a cinema, a dancing 
school and until 1980, a nightclub called Carriages. In 1980, the building was severely 
damaged by fire. It was renovated and bought and now contains an arcade of shops, a 
hidden car park and the headquarters of BBC South East and BBC Radio Kent. The 
studios, as is now the trend with most modern developments, can be viewed by the 
public through tours or through the display windows into the offices from the public 
areas. Until late 2015, the complex contained a BBC Shop. 


See also[edit] 


EIEISBBC portal 


e BBC Oxford News 


e BBC London 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Local News at BBC Online 
e BBC South East Today at BBC Online 
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BBC South West 


BBC South West's area within the UK 


TV Beacon Hill 

transmitters Caradon Hill 
Frémont Point 
Huntshaw Cross 
Redruth 
Stockland Hill 


Radio 


stations 


Headquarter 


S 


Area 


Nation 


Key people 


Official 
website 


BBC Radio Guernsey 
BBC Radio Cornwall 
BBC Radio Devon 
BBC Radio Jersey 


Plymouth 


Cornwall 

Devon 

Isles of Scilly 
western Somerset 
West Dorset 


Channel Islands 
BBC English Regions 
Leo Devine 

(Head of Regional 


& Local Programmes) 


http://news.bbc.co.uk/local/hi/ 


default.stm 


BBC South West is the BBC English Region serving Cornwall, Devon, Isles of Scilly, 
western Somerset, West Dorset and Channel Islands. 


Services[edit] 


Television[edit] 


BBC South West's television service (broadcast on BBC One South West) consists of the 
flagship regional news service Spotlight, the opt-out service BBC Channel Islands, the 
topical magazine programme /nside Out and a 20-minute opt-out during Sunday Politics. 


BBC South West covers Cornwall, Channel Islands, Devon, West Dorset and a small part 


of Somerset. 


Due to the size of West Dorset, the Listenership of BBC Radio Solent has both covered 
by BBC South and BBC South West. 


Radioj(edit] 
The region is the controlling centre for BBC Radio Devon, BBC Radio Cornwall, BBC 
Radio Jersey and BBC Radio Guernsey. 


On weekdays, the four stations carry local programming between 5 am and 7 pm before 
joining together for networked programming between 7 pm and closedown at 1 am. 
Weekend evening programmes are also simulcast with stations in the BBC West region. 


Online and Interactive/edit] 


BBC South West also produces regional news & local radio pages for BBC Red 
Button and BBC Local websites for each county. 


History[edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please help improve 
_ this section by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced 
(Sa material may be challenged and removed. 
Find sources: "BBC South 
West" - news " newspapers « books « scholar « JSTOR (July 2019) (Learn 
how and when to remove this template message) 


Television[edit] 


BBC South West began a regional television service on 20 April 1961 (nine days before 
the first broadcast of the rival ITV station, Westward Television) with ten-minute news 
bulletins on weekdays, originally presented by Tom Salmon. A year later, the bulletin 
was expanded and relaunched as the news magazine programme South West at 

Six (hosted by Sheila Tracy) before being renamed again on 30 September 1963 

as Spotlight South West. 


An opt-out for the Channel Islands was introduced during the 1990s, beginning with 
short bulletins after the Nine O'Clock News on weeknights, presented from a small 
studio at the Frémont Point transmitter. The service was expanded on 16 October 2000 
and now incorporates the first half of Spotlight's main 6:30pm programme (under the 
name BBC Channel Islands News) and the full late bulletin after the BBC News at Ten on 
weeknights. The service is now based at the studios of BBC Radio Jersey in St Helier. 


Following the merger of Westcountry and HTV West to become ITV West & Westcountry 
in February 2009 (later becoming "ITV West Country" on 1 January 2014), Spotlight is 
now the only regional TV news service dedicated entirely to, and produced in, the South 
West, as the ITV service (/7V News West Country) is based in Bristol with bulletins and 
opt-outs for the region. ITV Channel Television continues to produce and broadcast its 
own dedicated local news service for the Channel Islands from its studios near St Helier 
in Jersey. 


Studios[edit] 


Broadcasting House, Plymouth 


The regional headquarters and television centre is at Broadcasting House in the 
Mannamead area of Plymouth, with offices and television studios also in St- 
Helier, Truro and Exeter, teetin needed 


The Plymouth studios were originally a Victorian villa on Seymour Road 

called /ngledene before being bought by the BBC following the Second World War and 
subsequently fitted out with technical facilities. A new colour television studio was 
added to the complex in 1974, allowing Spotlight to broadcast in colour for the first 
time. The studios were due to close in late 2011, with BBC South West moving to a new 
purpose-built broadcasting centre on the banks of Sutton Harbour, opposite 

the Barbican in Plymouth city centre.“ The move stalled, however, due to a developer 
pulling out of the project and the effect of the recession on the construction industry. In 
late 2012, the owner of the harbour expressed fears the move may never happen and 
admitted other parties had expressed an interest in moving to the site earmarked for 
the BBC. In 2013, the BBC confirmed it would not be moving to Sutton Harbour, but 
instead be refurbishing its existing Plymouth headquarters. 


See also[edit] 


EIGSBBC portal 


e BBC English Regions 
e BBC Radio Devon 

e BBC Radio Cornwall 
e BBC Radio Jersey 

e BBC Radio Somerset 
e BBC Radio Solent 
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BBC West 


BBC West's area within the UK 


TV Mendip 


transmitters 


Radio stations BBC Radio Bristol 


BBC Radio Gloucestershire 


BBC Somerset 


BBC Wiltshire 
Headquarters Broadcasting House, Clifton, Bristol 
Area Bristol 


Wiltshire (majority) 
northern and eastern Somerset 
Gloucestershire (majority) 


northwestern Dorset 


Nation BBC English Regions 
Regions West 
Launch date 1933 


BBC West is the BBC English Region serving Bristol, the majority of Wiltshire, northern 
and eastern Somerset, the majority of Gloucestershire and northwestern Dorset. 


Services| edit] 
Television(edit] 


BBC West's television service (broadcast on BBC One) consists of the flagship regional 
news service BBC Points West, the topical magazine programme /nside Out West and a 
30 minute political programme Sunday Politics. 


Radioj{edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for BBC Radio Bristol, BBC Radio 
Gloucestershire, BBC Radio Wiltshire and BBC Somerset. 


Radio Bristol, Radio Gloucestershire and Radio Wiltshire broadcast local programming 
every day between 5 am and 7 pm, while BBC Somerset broadcasts local programming 
at breakfast from Monday to Saturday, weekday drivetime and Saturday afternoons, 
simulcasting Radio Bristol at all other times. The five stations simulcast networked 
programming each evening, joined by stations in the BBC South West region at 
weekends. Radio Bristol also broadcasts through the night on Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays. 


Online and Interactive/edit] 


BBC West also produces regional news & local radio pages for the BBC Red 
Button and BBC Local websites for each county. 


History[edit] 


BBC West launched a regional television service from Bristol in September 1957. Initially 
broadcast from the Wenvoe transmitter on the outskirts of Cardiff, the geographical 
nature of the Wenvoe signal meant the first regional news bulletins were broadcast to 
both Wales and the West of England, sharing a ten-minute timeslot with News from 
Wales. 


Until December 1960, news bulletins from Bristol also served the south coast of 
England, which latterly received its own regional programme. The weekday timeslot for 
regional news extended to 25 minutes in September 1962 - around this time, the West 
of England bulletin became known as Points West while the Welsh bulletins received a 
more comprehensive relaunch as BBC Wales Today. 


The opening of a second signal from Wenvoe in February 1964 finally allowed the split 
of BBC television in Wales and the West. A separate BBC Wales channel was launched 
while BBC West became a full regional opt-out service to the extent seen in other 
English regions, with Points West becoming a full-length programme. 


Points West continued until 1991, when the service was renamed BBC News West. 
The Points West brand was revived on Monday 22 May 2000 with the launch of the 
BBC's generic regional news graphics and presentation. 


Studios[edit] 


BBC West's Bristol headquarters 


BBC West's regional broadcasting centre is located on Whiteladies Road in 
the Clifton area of Bristol with local radio studios and television bureaux also located 
in Bath, Gloucester, Swindon and Taunton. 


The Bristol studios are the main base for Points West, BBC Radio Bristol and various 
regional and, previously, network programmes. Network output is now made at other 
specially built facilities or does not use a studio. The site originally had two studios, A 
and B, which catered for all output - network programming was produced from Studio A 
and Points West and other regional output from Studio B. Studio A was closed in 1991 
as a cost-saving measure, and in 1996 the site was altered so that new gallery facilities 


were inserted into part of Studio A. The now smaller Studio A is now used for Points 
West, while Studio B has been demolished. 


See also[edit] 
EIGEBBC portal 


e BBC English Regions 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Local News at BBC Online 
e BBC Points West at BBC Online 
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BBC Midlands 


BIBIC Midlands 


BBC West Midlands's area within the UK 


TV 
transmitter 


S 


Radio 


stations 


Headquart 


ers 


Area 


Ridge Hill 

Sutton Coldfield 

The Wrekin. These main transmitters 
each have a number of associated relay 


transmitters. 


BBC WM 

BBC Coventry and Warwickshire 
BBC Hereford and Worcester 
BBC Radio Shropshire 

BBC Radio Stoke 


The Mailbox, Birmingham 


Herefordshire 
Shropshire 
Staffordshire 
Warwickshire 
West Midlands 


Worcestershire 


Small parts of 
northern Gloucestershire and northern 


Oxfordshire 
Nation BBC English Regions 


Regions West Midlands and parts of the South 
West and South East. 


Key people Cath Hearne 
(Head of Regional 


& Local Programmes) 


Launch 1927 
date 


BBC Midlands (known as the Midland Region from 1927 until c. 1974) is the BBC 
English Region producing local radio and web content 

for Herefordshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, Warwickshire, the West Midlands, 

and Worcestershire. It also produces regional television for these areas, which reaches 
into small parts of northern Gloucestershire and northern Oxfordshire. Although the 
region has been unofficially called BBC West Midlands since BBC East Midlands became 
a separate region in 1991, it retains the BBC Midlands name and brand, with its 
history dating from 1927, for public use. 


Services| edit] 
Television(edit] 


The BBC Midlands region carries a number of regional programmes today. The regular 
schedule consists of the flagship Midlands Today news programme, regional news 
bulletins, the weekly regional magazine programme /nside Out and a twenty-minute 
opt-out during Sunday Politics. A weekly football magazine programme, Late Kick Off, is 
produced for BBC Midlands and BBC East Midlands. 


Radioj{edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for BBC WM, BBC Coventry and Warwickshire, BBC 
Hereford and Worcester, BBC Radio Stoke and BBC Radio Shropshire. 


Some of this programming is simulcast with the radio stations in the BBC East 
Midlands region, and overnight BBC Radio 5 Live is simulcast. 


Online and Interactive/edit] 


BBC West Midlands also produces regional news and local radio pages 
for Ceefax (retired after the digital switchover in 2012), BBC Red Button and BBC Local 
News websites for each county. 


History[edit] 
Early years[edit] 


BBC Midlands is the oldest of the BBC English Regions, having been formed (as the 
Midland Region) in 1927, when the new Borough Hill high-powered radio transmitter 
at Daventry became the first to replace the earlier lower-powered city-based radio 
stations, such as Birmingham's 5IT, and make regional and national broadcasting a 
technical possibility. 


The Daventry transmitter broadcast two channels, and as further regional transmission 
stations followed (starting with London's Brookmans Park in 1929), this quickly 
established the pattern for pre-war broadcasting. 5XX from Daventry (later - from 7 
October 1934 - from Droitwich) carried the BBC National Programme originating in 
London, while 5GB broadcast the BBC Regional Programme, the regional controller of 
which was free to schedule, as he saw fit, a mix of networked programming from 
London, regional programmes produced by the Birmingham base, and items taken from 
the output of other regions. 


The first director of the new Midland regional service was Percy Edgar, who had been 
the announcer and Head of Programming for 5IT on its opening night in 1922 and was 
to be the dominant figure in Midlands broadcasting from its birth until 1945. Edgar was 
a strong believer in the value of local production and fought to establish the Midland 
Region as an independent source of programming, pioneering community-focussed 
initiatives such as the Midland Parliament programme, where members of the public 
debated controversial issues on air with major public figures. 


By 1935, the BBC's Midland Region covered an area extending from The 

Potteries to Norfolk and was producing 40% of its broadcast output itself - a greater 
proportion even than that of BBC Scotland. With 14 producers, it was the largest BBC 
department outside London. 


The television era[edit] 


Regional radio was suspended during World War II, but in July 1945, the BBC Home 
Service was launched on a similar regional basis to the pre-war Regional Programme. 
The Midlands Region continued under new director Dennis Morris in the independent 
and innovative vein established by Edgar - pioneering on-air listener feedback 

with Listeners Answer Back in 1946 and launching the longest-running and most 
popular programme in the history of radio - The Archers - at the beginning of 1951. 


Despite these successes, two technological developments gradually started to make the 
old regional system untenable. The development of FM radio made it possible to fit a far 
greater number of channels into the spectrum without conflict and interference, which 
opened the possibility of more towns and cities having their own radio stations. The 
Midlands Region opened the BBC's first local radio station, BBC Radio Leicester, in 1967, 
and with many more of these planned, the relevance of the regional radio station 
broadcasting from the Welsh border to the North Sea was immediately cast into doubt. 


Television was also presenting more of a threat than an opportunity. Although the 
Midlands had been the first area outside London to receive television coverage with the 
opening of the Sutton Coldfield transmitting station in 1949, the greater cost of 
television production compared to radio meant that it was always going to be a more 
centralised service. 


A television studio was opened in Birmingham in 1950 and early successes 

included Come Dancing in 1949 - the first regionally produced television programme to 
establish itself as a regular in the national network schedule - and Midlands Today in 
1964, one of the UK's first daily regional news programmes. Regional television had 
been established in 1957 with the launch of local evening news bulletins. Although it 
fared better than the struggling BBC North or BBC West (which was threatened for a 
while with being absorbed by the Midlands Region), it was clear that if BBC Midlands 
was too large to be truly local in the radio market, it was equally too small to be as self- 
sufficient across the full range of television programming as it had been in radio. 


Division of the Region(edit] 


The result was the radical shakeup that took place following the publication of 

the Broadcasting in the Seventies report in 1969. The eastern part of the region was 
reborn as the Norwich-based BBC East, with both it and the smaller remaining BBC 
Midlands focussing entirely on regional television (primarily regional news) and local 
radio. Regional radio ceased almost entirely (save for regional opt-outs on Radio 4 until 
1980), and all television and radio production for national networks was transferred to 
the separate BBC Birmingham network production centre. 


The cost of television production technology decreased throughout the 1980s and 
1990s and this had several effects on the BBC in the Midlands. Smaller, more local 
channels became viable. The BBC's Midlands coverage had long been accused of being 
excessively Birmingham-centric, and in 1991, television broadcasting from the Waltham 
transmitting station and the BBC Radio Leicester, BBC Radio Nottingham and BBC Radio 
Derby radio stations were given over to a new Nottingham-based BBC East Midlands. 


A more radical move in this direction took place in 2006 when the West Midlands Region 
piloted the BBC's Local TV initiative, with television news programmes produced for six 
local areas, all much smaller than the traditional TV regions, and in the case 

of Birmingham and the Black Country, even smaller than those covered by local radio 
stations. This programming was broadcast on digital television and over 

the internet only. The experiment came to an end as planned in September 2006 and 
has not been repeated since. 


Studios[edit] 


The Mailbox, home of BBC West Midlands since 2004 
See also: Pebble Mill Studios, The Mailbox, and BBC Drama Village 


The first studios used by BBC Midlands were offices and a small studio in Broad Street, 
Birmingham; however these became too small for the expanding region. Regional News 
remained at Broad Street until 1971, the small studio being ideal for news bulletins, 
while other productions took place in a former cinema in Gosta Green and a regency 
mansion in Carpenter Road, Edgbaston. 


In 1971, all of these operations were condensed into a new integrated studio 

complex, Pebble Mill Studios. Pebble Mill became iconic because it featured in some of 
the most popular programming of the 1970s. Pebble Mill had two studios, studio A for 
major productions and studio B, for Midlands Today and other local programming. When 
the complex was built it was intended that there should be a studio C for drama 
production; however this never happened, and instead the foyer of the building was 
used as an extra studio, complete with the gallery and facilities built in for studio C. A 
conservatory studio was also built that held Good Morning with Anne and Nick for many 
years. The new studios encompassed network and regional productions and radio, and 
was the Headquarters for BBC English Regions. 


By the 1990s, change meant Pebble Mill's future was uncertain. Advances in technology 
made outside broadcasts cheaper and much more common, while also increasing the 
scope for independent and outsourced television production. In combination these 
meant that much television programming could increasingly be produced without the 
need for the sort of large integrated studio complexes represented by Pebble Mill. In 
addition, the building was getting costly to heat and maintain. In 2000, studio A was 
closed following the need to make savings at the corporation, and plans were made to 
dispose of Pebble Mill. 


In 2004, productions split two ways. BBC West Midlands, Midlands Today, BBC WM, BBC 
English Regions and the network production base BBC Birmingham moved to The- 
Mailbox in Birmingham city centre, with many of the productions moving to the BBC 
Drama Village. The Mailbox contains the studios, newsroom and radio facilities, all of 
which have windows allowing the public to view how their television and radio is made. 


See also[edit] 
HIENSBBC portal 
e BBC English Regions 
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Pebble Mill 


General information 


Type Television studio complex 
Address Pebble Mill Road 


Town or Birmingham 
| city 
[Country England 


52.4505°N 1.9133°WCoordinates: *# 
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Coordina 
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Complete 1971 
d 


Opened 10 June 1971 


Demolish September 2005 
ed 


Owner BBC 


Pebble Mill Studios was a television studio complex owned by the BBC located 

in Edgbaston, Birmingham, England. The nine acre site was opened by Princess Anne on 
10 June 1971, and in addition to the studios contained two canteens, a post office, 
gardens, a seven-storey office block, and an Outside Broadcasting (OB) base. 


As well as being the home of Midlands Today and BBC Radio WM, programmes 
produced at Pebble Mill included Pebble Mill at One, The Archers, Top 
Gear, Doctors and Gardeners‘ World. 


Pebble Mill Studios closed in 2004 and was demolished in September 2005. 


Early history[edit] 


The front of the former Delicia Cinema on Gosta Green. The BBC turned the cinema into 
television studios after the Second World War and used it until Pebble Mill opened in 1971. 


In the 1950s BBC Midlands was based in offices on Carpenter Road, Edgbaston. The 
news studio was in a separate building in Broad Street which remained in operation until 
1971. In the same complex, the studios also recorded drama productions in the former 
Delicia Cinema in Gosta Green. Over time, these studios were too small for the 
expanding region and were hampered by being spread out across Birmingham. 


A change in BBC policy created the BBC Regions, based 

in Manchester, Bristol, Cardiff, Glasgow and Belfast. These locations were created as 
‘National Production Centres’, to produce television and radio productions for the areas 
in which they covered. Pebble Mill was designed to be an addition to London's Wood 
Lane Television Centre (TVC or TC). 


The lease for the site was acquired from the Calthorpe Estate on a peppercorn rent by 
the BBC. Plans for Pebble Mill were approved in 1967. This followed construction of the 
studios, which was designed by John Madin" founder of the John Madin Design Group. 


Television facilities[ edit] 


The original plan was to contain a Light Entertainment Studio (A) a regional news studio 
(B) and a drama studio (C) which was to be similar in size to TC6.4 


Studio Alfedit] 


Studio A was the main studio 6,500 square feet (600 m?) (81 ft x 80 ft within fire lanes) 
in size, with three separate control rooms looking onto the studio floor: a production 
gallery, a combined vision/lighting gallery and sound control gallery. 


The studio opened with EMI 2001 cameras and was host to many programmes from 
London and locally produced programmes. During the early 1990s, the BBC technical 
resource department toured the UK's other BBC, ITV and Channel 4 studios to find new 
cameras to replace the ageing Link Electronics Ltd 125 colour cameras, which replaced 
the EMI 2001s in 1983. Sony Broadcast BVP-370s were chosen and during this period 
asbestos was removed from the studio, gallery spaces and air plant. 


In November 1997, work began on a major refurbishment of the studio, which included 
a production control room and a re-equipped sound control room. This £2.2 million 
upgrade took nine weeks and Studio A re-opened by the end of February 1998 as a fully 
digital widescreen facility one of the first in the BBC. 


Studio B[edit] 


Studio B was for local news and sport programming and was 40 x 25 ft in size. It hada 
combined control gallery with lighting, vision, production and sound all sited next to 
each other. This studio was used primarily for Midlands Today but also 

produced Network East and other regional programmes. Studio B was located on the 
first floor looking out over the central quadrangle. There was a cargo lift close to the 
studio doors but there was a very tight right-angle turn to get into the studio. 


Next to the studio was the presentation suite that was used for short morning and 
evening news opt-outs. Originally control facilities were provided by Studio B's galleries 
but in the early 1990s a new presentation suite was built into spare space and provided 
an island studio with its own full production/lighting/sound control gallery. 


Studio Cledit] 


The studios were originally intended to have a third 'drama' studio - but this never 
materialised. Instead, the main foyer became Studio C, as space was needed for Pebble 
Mill at One. 


The 'foyer' had the suspended ceiling removed and a scaffold lighting rig installed. 

Audience seating replaced the reception desk and interview seating installed by the 
main windows. Pebble Mill at One then ended in 1986 but in 1988, Daytime Live was 
launched. It used the same format as Pebble Mill at One and used the same content. 


In 1992, Good Morning with Anne and Nick (Anne Diamond and Nick Owen, both 
former TV-am presenters) replaced Daytime Live. Construction of a conservatory studio 
within the courtyard area was completed and was used for cooking items and 
interviews. The series ended in 1996 and Nick Owen became the main anchor 

on Midlands Today. 


The daytime drama series Doctors was made between 2000 and 2004. The windows of 
the foyer were blacked out which was used to record the series; by then Studio A had 
closed. Doctors also used an additional space - radio Studio 1. 


CAR/TAR (Central Apparatus Room/Technical Apparatus 
Room) [edit] 


During the 1970s until the general refit in 1983 TAR was part of the technical rooms 
suite on the first floor adjoining Studio A. (This was to be the central technical link 
between Studio A and Studio C) This area housed the 'Line Up' desks for Studio A and B, 
as well as a maintenance area, the dimmer room for the studio production lighting 
systems and TV signal generation equipment. 


When the 1983 refit began it was decided that a Central area should be built combining 
both Studio A and B's island desks and the new Studio C area. The new CAR/TAR was in 
the comms area which had shrunk due to new technology making switching even more 
compact. Around the late 1980s early 1990s Comms Centre moved again giving 
Services Department a new centralised service centre in the old vacant comms centre. 
The new services area contained work benches for all the disciplines (Comms, VT, 
camera, Vision and Lighting control), a camera test area and a small mechanical 
workshop (situated just above the north riser with Studio C directly below. Any work in 
the workshop had to stop during programmes as noise would travel straight into the 
foyer). 


Rehearsal space(edit] 


At the rear of the Outside Broadcast (OB) base was a small studio space called BORIS. 
This space was used as a rehearsal room and for a brief period of time using Studio C's 
gallery, was used for the early Sunday morning Farming programme which later on 
became Countryfile, presented by John Craven who had just stopped 

presenting Newsround and latterly as office space and storage. 


Green room (edit] 


The green room was part of an extension into open space by the driveway to the rear 
car park. This new extension included workshop space for the TV lighting department, 
an extension to the graphics department, production design and the green room for the 
daytime programmes produced at Pebble Mill. 


Post production, design, costume and make-up/edit] 
Post production(edit] 


The centre was also home to the largest and most advanced BBC post-production 
departments outside London, including six VT edit suites, two dubbing suites, a small 
viewing screen and a multitude of Avid non-linear suites. Following the 1983 refit a vast 
Graphics centre was opened in the old site of TAR and contained Aston caption 
generators, Rank Cintel Slide Files, Quantel Paintbox and Harry's and other graphic 
systems. 


Costume@{edit] 


The Wardrobe/Costume department had its home in the studios central basement area 
just below the long glazed front window. There was a large work room with another 
work room containing cutting tables and sewing machines. There was also an office with 
several dressing rooms either side. There were also several large extras dressing rooms 
in the basement. 


Design(edit] 


Production Design Department had design offices in the central tower block until 
moving in the early 1990s to a new extension on spare land (originally intended for the 
early Light Entertainment Studio C) next to the road to the rear car park. 


There were offices and work rooms for set and prop design located to the rear of the 
extension near to the construction workshop. On the ground floor were several props 
cages which contained all manner of items, even a Dalek. 


Make-up (edit] 


Make-up had a large purpose built complex on the ground floor next to Studio A. With 
seating for 6 people and small office space at one end of the glassed gallery at the front 
of the building. 


Communications and signals/edit] 


Pebble Mill formed part of the BBC's communications and transmission backbone. 
London's Wood Lane Television Centre (TVC) had primary responsibility for most of the 
BBC's transmitted output and day to day transmission switching and presentation. 


Pebble Mill was the Midlands Central Switching and Monitoring Centre, and would route 
national channels (2 television, 4 national radio and local radio) to the Midland 
transmitters at Sutton Coldfield, Ridge Hill and The Wrekin and to other parts of the UK 
as well as acting as a national back up to TVC in case of emergencies. 


Outside broadcast - television and radio[edit] 


In the late 1960s to the early 1990s Pebble Mill had a fleet of 'Links' or scanner vehicles 
that were used to relay vision signals from Outside Broadcasts (OBs) back to the 
Communications Centre or 'Comms Centre’ before being redistributed to London. All 
audio signals were sent via copper cable (Post Office/BT land lines). When satellite 
transmission of picture signals began in the mid-1990s, Pebble Mill gained satellite 
dishes and had fibre optics installed as permanent links to Birmingham's BT tower. 


Pebble Mill had several scanner vehicles possibly dating back to World War II when it 
was a Royal Air Force (RAF) term for mobile radar vehicles which the GPO and BBC used 
after the war. 


During the 1970s 'Comms Centre’ was located in the 'Foyer' at Pebble Mill, but by the 
1990s, Comms moved around the corner in the studio and was situated in the link area 
between Radio and TV. 


Television(edit] 


CM1 (Colour Midland 1)/[ edit] 


CM1 was a Type 5 Scanner built by Link Electronics. This was an eight camera vehicle 
and had a complement of 5 X Philips LDK5 cameras. CM1 would service big sports 
commitments and other large events around the Midland region such as the snooker at 
Sheffield, Grand Prix from Silverstone Race Track, Songs of Praise and many others and 
it was an integral part of the BBC's nationwide TV OB fleet. Eventually CM1 was sold to 
ex-Pebble Mill OB crews who started Transvision Outside Broadcast. 


CM 2 (Colour Midland 2)/ edit] 


CM2 was a ‘Topical News & Drama’, two-camera vehicle equipped with Philips LDK-14 
cameras connected to LDK-5 CCUs (Camera Control Unit) and based on a Dennis 

TK chassis. In 1982, Boys from the Blackstuff, an English Regions Drama production, 
was shot on CM2 in Liverpool. The director, Philip Saville, was breaking many 
conventions including shooting wide-angles and close-ups at the same time). 


CM 3 (Colour Mobile 3)/ edit] 


CM3 was a single camera vehicle based on a Renault Master van and was similar to 
modern SNG vehicles. 


The TV OB Fleet was the first to succumb to the accountants’ spreadsheet logic, and its 
demise was the first tangible indicator of Pebble Mill’s televisual decline. The vehicles 
were sold off in 1992 despite being some of the most efficiently scheduled of the BBC’s 
entire OB Fleet. 


Radioj{edit] 


Type B[edit] 


Pebble Mill had a BBC Type-B vehicle mainly tackled live religious programmes such 

as Radio 3's Choral Evensong, or Sunday Worship. Atypical B-type, it featured a 
CALREC S-Series 40-channel sound desk with LS 5/8 speakers and nearfield monitoring. 
Birmingham's Type B is still operational from the Mailbox. 


scv6[edit] 


SCV6 was an articulated Sound Control Vehicle which managed Radio 1 and Radio 2's 
popular music OBs. As one of only two SCVSs in the country, it was used for live and 
recorded shows. The SCV was fitted with an ageing SSL 4000 console (with automation) 
and a Pyramix digital multitrack system. It was replaced by new "Music Trucks" in 2010. 


Type C[edit] 


The Type-C ‘ice-cream van’ broadcast Any Questions? and sport, i.e. Test Match 
Special and athletics. 


Sound and radio/edit] 
Local radio({edit] 


The centre was responsible for a large output into mainstream network radio and was 
also home of the local radio station Radio WM. WM had studios on the first floor linking 
the Comms centre and the news room. 


Radio studios(edit] 


The two radio studios and Local Radio Operations Room overlooked the central 
courtyard and between them provided all of Radio WM's production base for 35 years. 
In addition to WM the complex also had some of the finest sound studios outside 


of Broadcasting House in London. 
Studio Lliedit] 


Studio 1 was the main music studio at Pebble Mill with enough space to accommodate a 
full symphony orchestra. Initially it was used for sound recording sessions plus twice- 
weekly live broadcasts for Radio 3's lunchtime concerts. However, as well as radio this 
studio was equipped with a basic lighting grid and was used in its early years for the 
occasional television programme. The studio lighting was controlled from gallery 'C' 
from the summer of 1983. 


However, John Birt's 'Producer Choice’ agenda in the early 1990s forced Pebble Mill to 
charge unrealistic rental rates for the studio and thus ensured that Studio 1 became too 
expensive for radio use. Therefore, Radio 3 moved out to Adrian Boult Hall in the centre 
of the city, with the newly developed BBC Resources, turning Studio 1 into a full-time TV 
studio. A scene dock door was added together with the installation of a more 
comprehensive lighting grid. Soon after, Studio 1 was in daily use for the live 
transmission of The Really Useful Show. This lasted for three series, but it is understood 
that the long acoustic reverberation characteristics of the studio were not idea for TV 
sound. 


Programmes that originated from Studio 1 included Daily Live, Anything You Can 

Cook and Front Room. In its final years Studio 1 was used as a sound stage for Doctors, 
although the associated radio cubicle continued to be used to produce Radio 

4's Farming Today until the closure of Pebble Mill as a whole in May 2004. 


Studio 2[edit] 


Studio 2 was a large popular music studio with an SSL 4000 console and a reverb time 
of about half a second. This is where aspiring music balancers were trained. Studio 2 in 
the 1990s was used mostly by Radio 2 as its midland sessions studio and many popular 
musicians performed there. There isn't a music studio of any kind at Pebble Mill's 
replacement facility, The Mailbox. 


Studio 3 and M3(edit] 


Pebble Mill's radio drama studio, Studio 3, provided much of Radio 3 and 4's drama 
output - it was the home of The Archers, the world's longest running radio soap opera. 
The last Archers programme from Pebble Mill was on 13 September 2004. The Mailbox 
(Pebble Mill's replacement) has a smaller radio drama studio, but incorporating a larger 
dead-room with an anechoic ‘snail’ for long, outdoor approaches. The 

Archers transferred to the Mailbox studio at the beginning of October 2004 and the 


drama studio was designed by Mark Decker. The adjacent facility (M3 - Midland 3) was a 
small edit studio and had a SADIE and was primarily used for editing The Archers, Radio 
2's specialist music shows, and Radio 4's Midlands-based Features and Rural Affairs 
output. 


Studio 4 and M4 (edit) 


Studio 4 was the chassis of a studio that was never installed, but it had an edit suite 
associated with it called M4 (Midland 4) where most of the Radio Drama was edited. 
This is where the first AMS Audiofile DAW was used in radio and was then equipped with 
both Audiofile and SADIE in the mid-1990s. 


Studio 5[edit] 


Studio 5 was the General Purpose studio - over the years it did every form of feature or 
‘strip’ programme, from Woman's Hour to Radio 2's Ed Stewart Show on Sunday 
afternoons. The studio was refurbished at least twice and was home to The Richard 
Bacon Show, live Saturday and Sunday nights on Radio 5. Radio 2's specialist popular 
music such shows as The Best of Jazz, Paul Jones, and Stuart Maconie's Critical List were 
recorded or transmitted from there as well. 


Studio 6[edit] 


Studio 6 was not equipped until about 1995 but was where Radio 2 Through the 

Night originated, presented by Janice Long, Alex Lester and Mo Dutta. The Mailbox has 
facilities intended to replicate the functionality of Studios 5 and 6, as well as the M3 & 
M4 editing facilities. 


Studio 7[edit] 


There was a seventh sound studio on the first floor adjoining the local radio studios. This 
studio was never commissioned: it was originally an office, and later became an 
electronics room for the communications (Comms) centre. 


Other information| edit] 


The Mailbox has facilities intended to replicate the functionality of Studios 3, 5 and 6, as 
well as the M3 & M4 editing facilities. 


Programmes|[edit] 


BBC Birmingham and BBC Midlands, from their initial conception, were to provide local 
interest and national programme output for the Midland Region. Over Pebble Mill's 35 
years of operation the studios produced some of the BBC's most iconic programmes and 
was second to Television Centre for total output. The following is a small list of the total 
programme output of the complex. There were many single and short run 
documentaries, OBs and pilots which have come and gone over the years many of 
which will never be remembered. 


Radio(edit] 


Pebble Mill housed Radio West Midlands (Radio WM) but also produced programming for 
Radio 2, 3 and 4. Most of Radio 4's 1990s dramas came from Pebble Mill. Radio 
programming included over the years Woman’s Hour, The Ed Stewart Show on Sunday 
afternoons. The Richard Bacon Show, live Saturday and Sunday nights on Radio 5. Radio 


2’s specialist popular music shows such as Best of Jazz, Paul Jones, Stuart Maconie’s 
Critical List and Radio 2's Through the Night, presented by Janice Long, Alex Lester and 
Mo Dutta. The world's longest running radio soap, The Archers, was produced in Studio 
2: 


Television(edit] 
News and documentary (edit! 


News and documentary programming included Midlands Today, the midlands region 
news programme, /nside Out, Points of View, and The Chequered Flag, about the history 
of motor sports. The John Gau Productions/CBS/TBS coproduction Reaching For the 
Skies was a documentary series on the history of aviation. Also in the 1990s a news 
department programme, The Midlands at Westminster, a local politics strand, broadcast 
at Sunday lunch time on BBC 2. 


Light entertainment(edit] 


Light entertainment included Telly Addicts, Top Gear Motorsport, Noel's Addicts, The 
Great Egg Race with Professor Heinz Wolff, A series of 2point4 Children, An Actors 

Life, The Golden Oldie Picture Show, May to December, Don't Wait Up, Going fora 
Song (the 1990s version) and Call My Bluff (1997-2005 revival). It also included a series 
of Can't Cook Won't Cook, A Song for Christmas, The Basil Brush Show (1970s version) 
and Best of Brass, a brass band competition. 


General interest([edit] 


The Clothes Show, Gardeners World, local music programme 'Look Hear', On the 
House a series on DIY where an entire house was built from the foundations up and the 
work done inside the house presented by Harry Greene and Pattie 

Coldwell. Countryfile, Farming, Kick Start, Junior Kick Start. Pebble Mill also developed 
lifestyle programming with Style Challenge and To Buy or Not to Buy. 


BBC Birmingham was also responsible for a popular BBC2 programme for much of the 
1970s-1990s the Snooker programme Pot Black, which was generally shown most 
Fridays throughout the year at 9pm on BBC 2. 


Drama(edit] 


Throughout its 35-year history Pebble Mill productions of BBC drama was extensive. 


Rose for Winter, Jane Eyre, Fosdyke Saga, Airbase, Tycoon, Bird of Prey, and A Very 
Peculiar Practice (first series). Owen MD, Lord Peter Wimsey played by lan Carmichael, 
and Diary of a Madman. Episodes of Z-Cars, The Moonstone, The Roses of 

Eyam, Prometheus, Sophia and Constance, The Battle of Waterloo starring Warren 
Clarke, Poldark, Martin Chuzzelwit, and Angels, Shakespeare plays, Dalziel and Pascoe, 
and Vanity Fair (1987). 


Soap operas and serials[edit] 


A series of Pobol Y Cwm in the early 
1970s, Doctors, Dangerfield, Trainer, Kinsey, Triangle, Doctor Who serial Horror of Fang 
Rock in 1977,® All Creatures Great and Small, Howards' Way, Juliet Bravo, This Life, The 


Brothers starring Jean Anderson, and Spy Trap. Pebble Mill produced Specials a short 
series about a group of Special Police Officers in a fictional Midlands Town. and the 
anthology series The Afternoon Play. 


Children'sj{edit] 


Children's content includes Rentaghost, one series of Hartbeat with Tony Hart, its 
replacement SMart, The Adventure Game, and Bodger & Badger. There were also 
editions of Play School and Jackanory. 


Asian Unit([edit] 


During the early 1960s BBC Birmingham pioneered television programmes for the Asian 
community. These were presented and produced by Mahendra Kaul, directed by Ashok 
Rampal and broadcast on Sunday mornings. Apna Hi Ghar Samajhiye ("Make Yourself At 
Home") aired on Sundays at 9 am for half an hour. Empire Road (1978-79), written 

by Michael Abbensetts was a drama series about the African Caribbean and Asian 
communities which was shown on BBC 2. During the late '70s and '80s Network 

East was produced in Studio A and B, consisting of music and interviews. 


Daytime television(edit] 


BBC Birmingham utilised the main foyer of Pebble Mill for television entertainment and 
magazine programmes, mostly for BBC1. One fixture of the schedule, Pebble Mill at 
One was an early afternoon show, though it started originally on BBC2. The idea to use 
the reception and foyer for programmes was borne out of the fact, all the other studio 
space were either fully used for Birmingham produced, or for BBC TV's network needs 
for the various London based programme departments. Pebble Mill at One ran from 
1972 until 1986, was then one of few daytime magazine programmes, hence its success 
at the time. 


There was at least one Pebble Mill spin-off during the 1970s, when BBC1 rested its main 
Saturday chat show, Parkinson. BBC Birmingham was commissioned to produce a late 
night chat show. Saturday Night at the Mill, was the result and Kenny Ball and his 
Jazzmen were the regular house band; they performed the show's signature tune. The 
programme was directed and produced in Birmingham by Roy Norton and Roy Ronnie. 
In 1981 an early evening version of a hit BBC1 show from the sixties called Six Five 
Special re-surfaced during the Mill's summer break, presented by Donny MacLeod and 
Marian Foster. 


The Pebble Mill format returned in 1988 as Daytime Live, renamed Scene Today, and 
followed by Good Morning with Anne and Nick, both broadcast from Studio C. Pebble 
Mill was resurrected in 1991 and aired from Studio A, presented by Alan 

Titchmarsh and Judi Spiers in a format similar to Pebble Mill at One. 


Closure of Pebble Mill and move to The Mailbox[edit] 


Demolition in progress, September 2005 


The vacant site in 2009 


Due to problems with the lease and to changes in the way television was produced, as 
well as the fact that some sections of the building were suffering from concrete cancer, 
the BBC made the controversial decision to relocate to new facilities. Most departments 
moved to The Mailbox in Birmingham City Centre, but the drama department went to 
the newly created BBC Drama Village at the Selly Oak campus of the University of 
Birmingham. The transfer was completed on 22 October 2004, just 33 years after 
Pebble Mill opened. 


Remaining fixtures, furniture and technical equipment were auctioned off at Pebble Mill 
a few weeks later. The studios were demolished the following summer, with developers 
at the time planning to build a technology and science park on the site. Instead, 
construction of a new Birmingham Dental Hospital started there in 2014,“ and the 
facility opened in 2016." 
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Mailbox Birmingham (also known as The Mailbox) is an upmarket shopping and 
office development in the city centre of Birmingham, England. It serves as the base 
for BBC Birmingham and houses one of seven Harvey Nichols department stores in the 


United Kingdom. 


The Mailbox is about 300 metres (980 ft) long from front to back including The Cube. 
Above the front shops it has an additional 6 floors which includes a Malmaison hotel and 
residential apartments. The Worcester and Birmingham Canal passes along the back 


with a number of restaurants overlooking. 


History[edit] 


Restaurants at the canal side of the Mailbox 


Previously the location of a railway goods yard with canal wharves off the Worcester 
and Birmingham Canal leading to Gas Street Basin, the site was the location of 

the Royal Mail's main sorting office building for Birmingham (hence its current name) 
which was completed in 1970, replacing the Victorian head post office (now Victoria 
Square House), in Victoria Square. The new building was designed by R. H. Ousman of 
the Ministry of Public Building and Works, who collaborated with project architect H. A. 
E. Giddings and with Hubbard Ford & Partners, who supplied E. Winters and R. Lee as 
architects. When completed, it was the largest mechanised letters and parcels sorting 
office in the country with a floor area of 20 acres (81,000 m?) and the largest building in 
Birmingham. A tunnel was constructed between the site and New Street railway 
station allowing electric tractors hauling carts carrying sacks of mail to be driven 
directly to the office. The structure housed the largest electronic sorting equipment in 
the West Midlands to handle the post. It also housed the administrative teams moved 
from Victoria Square, including those for other Post Office functions, such as counter 
services. 


The main entrance was located at Blucher Street beneath a tower set between a square 
block for parcels on the left and a lower block for the letters sorting office on the right. 
The structure consisted of a steel frame on a 40-foot (12 m) square grid with lightweight 
pre-cast concrete floor slabs and reinforced concrete retaining walls and sub floors. The 
exterior was clad with cast glass troughs and exposed aggregate panels. Ventilation 
was provided through air-handling units which provided the building with the 
temperature it required. Extract fans were also placed on the roof. The exterior 
consisted mainly of the glass slabs and projecting air handling units with recessed 
windows.” 


Redevelopmentiedit] 
1997[edit] 


A view of the BBC Birmingham Offices from the outside of the Mailbox 


The Royal Mail sorting office was recognised by Chatham in 1997, !<tutication needed Chatham 
had been an important figure in the regeneration of Birmingham, working with Argent to 
develop Brindleyplace. He found out that the sorting office was to be sold and tried to 
convince Argent about the potential the building offered if it were to be converted into a 
mixed-use building. Argent was unconvinced and so Chatham decided to establish his 
own development company, Birmingham Development Company, and purchased the 
building in 1998 for £3 million. He also paid a further £1 million for the surrounding 
waterfront buildings.! Soon after purchasing the building, he sold the air-rights 

to Crosby Homes, providing him with further money for redeveloping the building. 


The building was converted by the Birmingham Development Company and designed by 
the RIBA award winning, Birmingham practice, Associated Architects. It was to include 
two hotels with a total of 300 rooms, 15,850 sq. m (170,000 sg. ft.) of office space, 
9,290 sq. m (100,000 sq ft.) of retail space and a similar area for restaurants and a 
health club.2! Crosby Homes constructed apartments above the space. The 
redevelopment of the sorting office involved demolition of all but the steel sub- 
structure. It cost £150 million overall and opened in December 2000. Following the 
purchase of two retail units by Harvey Nichols, the development was valued at over 
£125 million. 


A public square the size of Chamberlain Square'!2utication needed Was Created to the front of the 
Mailbox beneath Suffolk Street Queensway. It was paved with natural stone and as well 
as being a social area, it was also designed to allow the easy movement of visitors to, 
from and around the building. The area to the rear of the building is used frequently by 
the public. At the back of the Mailbox a walkway leads over a bridge and to the canal 
towpaths near Gas Street Basin. A mixed-use building called the Cube, designed by 
Birmingham born architect Ken Shuttleworth's practice Make Architects with Buro 
Happold engineers forms the final phase of the Mailbox development and houses a 
rooftop restaurant, boutique hotel and residential flats. 


In 2004, BBC Birmingham moved into a new complex of studios at the Mailbox that 
replaced the previous Pebble Mill site in Edgbaston. The general public is able to 

watch radio and television broadcasts being made at an all-access public foyer, as well 
as surf the BBC website and purchase BBC merchandise. On 31 October 2005, 81-year- 
old actress Mary Wimbush died at the Mailbox studios shortly after a recording session 
for The Archers.“ On 16 February 2008, a shooting incident took place at Cafe Lazeez at 
the Mailbox. 


In April 2011 the Mailbox was sold for £127.1 million to a joint venture between 
Brockton Capital and Milligan.] 


2013([edit] 


On 30 May 2013, Milligan Retail announced that the Mailbox would undergo a major 
renovation, designed by Sterling Prize winners Stanton Williams, which would see a roof 
installed over the shopping complex's atrium. The anchor store, Harvey Nichols, would 
double in size to over 45,000 sq. ft. It was also announced that Brockton Capital and 
Milligan would work in co-ordination with Birmingham City Council to improve the public 
area reaching from the underpass beneath Suffolk Street Queensway to the front of 
Mailbox. These changes would be implemented to complement the redevelopment 

of New Street station which will house a full-line John Lewis department store.4 


On 29 November 2013, it was announced that Everyman Cinemas would take space at 
the Mailbox, opening a 12,000 sq. ft 3-screen cinema in the latter part of 2014, ahead of 


the completion of the whole scheme in 2015. L.K.Bennett, Jaeger and Gieves and 


Hawkes will also open in the redeveloped centre in 2015 whilst an improved way-finding 


system will be introduced to improve shoppers’ experience. 
2015 
On Friday 13 March 2015 Gas Street Social opened at the Mailbox @ 


Major tenants[edit] 


The Mailbox was built on the white area just below the Central Goods Depot on this map 


e BBC Birmingham 
e Harvey Nichols 

e Miller & Carter 

e Everyman Cinemas 
e Emporio Armani 
e Hugo Boss 

e Tommy Hilfiger 
e Calvin Klein 

e Ribble Cycles 

e Paul Smith 

e Malmaison 


In October 2017, the ground floor of the complex saw the opening of several 
homewares stores including: Heal's, made.com, BoConcept and Wesley Barrell, which 
joined SieMatic. 
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For the Drama Village in Cardiff Bay, see BBC Wales Drama Village. 


BBC Drama Village 


Location within West Midlands county 
General information 
Television production 
BBC Drama Village, 
1059 Bristol Road, 
Birmingham, 


B29 OWE 


Country United Kingdom 


52°25/59’N 1°56'54’WCoordinates: ‘#52 


Coordinate 
°25'59"N 1°56'54’°W 


S 


Current BBC Birmingham, BBC Studios 


tenants 


Inaugurate 10 May 2005" 
d 


The BBC Drama Village is a television production facility run by the BBC. It is operated 
by their BBC Birmingham branch and based largely at the Selly Oak campus of 
the University of Birmingham in Birmingham, England. 


The centre consists of five buildings. Archibald House and Melville House are Grade II 
listed arts and crafts-style former college buildings on the university campus. There are 
then three units on an industrial estate in nearby Stirchley. Facilities include studios and 
sets, wardrobe and technical departments and extensive post-production suites. 


ProgrammesS[edit] 
Programmes made on the site have included:®! 
e The Afternoon Play 


e The Coroner 
e Dalziel and Pascoe 


e Doctors 
e Father Brown (2013 TV series) 
e WPC 56 
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For the BBC English region covering East Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, see BBC Yorkshire 
and Lincolnshire. 


BBC Yorkshire 


BBC Yorkshire's area within the UK 


TV 
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Radio 
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Chesterfield 
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Oliver's Mount 


Tapton Hill 
BBC Radio Leeds 
BBC Radio Sheffield 


BBC Radio York 


Leeds 


South Yorkshire 


West Yorkshire 

North Yorkshire (parts) 
Nottinghamshire (Bassetlaw) 
Derbyshire (Bolsover, North East 
Derbyshire, Chesterfield and northern 


areas of the Derbyshire Dales) 


Nation BBC English Regions 
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aan citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
challenged and removed. 
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Yorkshire" - news = newspapers = books = scholar " JSTOR (August 
2017) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


BBC Yorkshire is one of the English regions of the BBC. It was formed from the division 
of the former BBC North region into BBC Yorkshire and BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, 
based in Kingston upon Hull. 


Services| edit] 
Television(edit] 


BBC Yorkshire's television output consists of the flagship regional news service Look 
North, the topical magazine programme /nside Out and a 20-minute opt-out 

during Sunday Politics. BBC Yorkshire also co-produces the rugby league highlights 
programme The Super League Show, which is simulcast in the North West, North East & 


Cumbria and East Yorkshire & Lincolnshire regions on Monday nights. 
Radioj(edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for BBC Radio Leeds, BBC Radio York and BBC Radio 
Sheffield. 


The three stations simulcast networked programming during the evenings and late 
night. 


Online and Interactive(/edit] 


BBC Yorkshire also produces regional news and local radio pages for BBC Red 
Button and BBC Local News websites for each county. 


History[edit] 
Main article: BBC North 


The regional operation from Leeds began in 1968, when the original BBC North region 
was broken up into BBC North, BBC North West and BBC North East, with the BBC North 
name being transferred from Manchester to the new operation in Leeds. The new 
operation was called BBC North until 2002. 


BBC Yorkshire Studio, Leeds. 


In 2002, viewers on the Belmont transmitter transferred to the BBC Yorkshire and 
Lincolnshire service, and the service began to use the on-screen name of BBC Yorkshire. 
(citation neede This was made Official in 2004, !stationneede) When both the Leeds operation, and the 
East Yorkshire and Lincolnshire operation in Hull, moved into new premises. 


Studios[edit] 


The first Leeds base for BBC North, upon the launch of regional television was a 
converted studio in All Souls Church, where the service was based until 1974. From 
then, the television service moved into Old Broadcasting House at Woodhouse 

Lane, Leeds, where some services such as BBC Radio Leeds had already been 
broadcasting. This building was originally the Society of Friends' (Quakers') Carlton Hill 
Meeting House; the building itself was of two ages, one part made of stone with 
columns, and another made of concrete, and featuring the BBC Coat of arms moulded 
into the front of the building. 


In 2004, however, the equipment required replacing and new premises were built. All of 
BBC Yorkshire's Leeds-based facilities moved to the new building, located in St. Peter's 
Square at Quarry Hill, which included state-of-the-art computer systems, new digital 
studios for BBC Radio Leeds, and new technology that allowed the programme to be 
broadcast in widescreen. 


In addition to St. Peter's Square, BBC Yorkshire also has radio studios and television 
bureaux located in York and Sheffield. 
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BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire 


GEE Yorkshire and Lincolnshire 


BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire's area within the UK 


TV Belmont 


transmitters 


Radio stations BBC Radio Humberside 


BBC Radio Lincolnshire 


Headquarters Kingston upon Hull 


Area East Yorkshire 
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North West Norfolk 


Key people David Jennings 


(Head of Regional 


& Local Programmes) 
Launch date 2004 


BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, sometimes abbreviated to BBC Yorks & Lincs, is 
the name for the BBC's twelfth English Region, based in Kingston upon Hull and created 
from the division of the former BBC North region, based in Leeds (now known as BBC 
Yorkshire). The primary transmitter is located at Belmont and covers East 

Yorkshire, Lincolnshire and north west Norfolk. 


Services| edit] 
Television(edit] 


The regional output of BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire consists of the flagship Look 
North, the topical magazine programme /nside Out and a twenty-minute opt-out 

during Sunday Politics. The region also produces the late night football programme Late 
Kick Off with BBC Yorkshire and also airs the Super League Show, produced by PDI 
Media at BBC Yorkshire's studio in Leeds and simulcast in the North West and in 

the North East and Cumbria. 


Radioj{edit] 


The region is the controlling centre for the local radio stations BBC Radio 
Humberside and BBC Radio Lincolnshire 


Both radio stations simulcast some programming from each other, the radio stations in 
the BBC Yorkshire region, and with BBC Radio 5 Live. 


Online and Interactive/edit] 


BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire also produces regional news & local radio pages for BBC 
Red Button and BBC Local News websites for each county. 


History[edit] 


Announced as part of the BBC's 'Project Hull' investment in October 2001, BBC Yorks 
and Lincs began as a seven-minute opt-out on the Belmont transmitter of the main Look 
North programme from Leeds, presented by Clare Frisby and the late bulletin following 
the Ten O'Clock News. On 11 November 2002, the Look North programme for the region 
launched as a full programme presented by Peter Levy and Helen Fospero. The 
programme expanded into new headquarters in April 2004, and the BBC Yorkshire and 
BBC Yorks and Lincs region became officially separate. 


BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire's first Head of Regional and Local Programmes (HRLP) 
was Helen Thomas, appointed in March 2004. In November 2006, Helen Thomas 
became HRLP of BBC Yorkshire in Leeds, and Catherine Hearne was appointed HRLP of 
BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire. She took up her post in January 2007, but left to go to 
BBC West Midlands. The first Editor of Look North was Roger Farrant, whose departure 
to Bristol led to the appointment of Steven Punter as Editor in November 2004. Punter 
left the BBC soon after. Dave Betts ran Look North from 2006 until June 2007. Mark 


Hayman replaced him as the region's first TV News Editor running an integrated team of 
journalists and technicians, but has since moved to BBC West Midlands. 


Studios[edit] 


BBC Yorkshire and Lincolnshire's Hull headquarters 


The first studios used by BBC Yorks and Lincs housed the opt-out service, launched in 
2001, which operated from a studio above the Post Office in 9 Chapel Street, Hull. The 
small studios and team were enough to produce an opt-out, but when the time came in 
November 2002 to launch their own programme, the studio was noticeable for its size. It 
was so small that there was room for the desk only; other features such as weather had 
to be done elsewhere and played out on a screen in the studio. 


Eventually, to coincide with the separation of the service, a new studio complex was 
built and unveiled by Manor Property Group at Queen's Court in Queen's Gardens in 
2005. The new studio complex housed the new, expanded service, with a central 
newsroom, a good sized studio for the Look North programme, as well as radio studios 
for BBC Radio Humberside. 


The region also has a news bureau in Lincoln. 
See also[edit] 
EIGSBBC portal 


e BBC English Regions 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Local News at BBC Online 
e BBC Look North from Hull at BBC Online 
e BBC Look North from Yorkshire & Lincolnshire at BBC Online 
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BBC Northern Ireland's area within the UK 


TV stations BBC One Northern Ireland 
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Area Northern Ireland (also widely available in 


the Republic of Ireland) 


Official 
website 


www.bbc.co.uk/northernireland 


BBC Northern Ireland (Irish: BBC Thuaisceart Eireann; Ulster-Scots: BBC Norlin Airlan) 
is a division of the BBC and the main public broadcaster in Northern Ireland. 


It is one of the three BBC national regions, together with BBC Scotland and BBC Cymru 
Wales. Based at Broadcasting House, Belfast, it provides television, radio, online 

and interactive television content. BBC Northern Ireland currently employs 700 people, 
largely in Belfast. 


BBC Northern Ireland has two TV channels - BBC One Northern Ireland, BBC Two 
Northern Ireland; and two radio stations - BBC Radio Ulster and BBC Radio Foyle. 


Television[edit] 


Broadcasting House, Belfast, Headquarters of the BBC in Northern Ireland. 


BBC Northern Ireland operates two television stations; 


e BBC One Northern Ireland 
e BBC Two Northern Ireland 


Prior to 27 October 2006, BBC Two NI was a digital only service while BBC Two Northern 
Ireland was available on analogue transmission. Since 28 October 2006, BBC Two 
Northern Ireland has been the on-air name for both services which have been merged. 


BBC Northern Ireland has its own team of continuity announcers which introduce the 
vast majority of programmes on BBC One and BBC Two in Northern Ireland. 


BBC Northern Ireland makes some of its own programmes itself. However, unlike the 
radio stations, the television stations’ content is for the most part identical to that 
broadcast by the BBC One and BBC Two channels in England. Some network 
programmes may however be time-shifted to make room for more local programming. 
Most local programmes are broadcast on BBC One Northern Ireland. 


Regional television(edit] 


e BBC Newsline is the regional news service. Its main presenters are Donna 
Traynor and Tara Mills. The main bulletin is from 18.30-19.00 with shorter bulletins 


at 13.30 and 22.30. Summaries are also broadcast during Breakfast and the early 
afternoon. 

e regional political programmes, notably Spotlight, The View, Nolan Live 

e regional arts programmes; 

e specialist coverage of events such a visit by Queen Elizabeth Il, or a cross border 
visit by a dignitary such as the President of Ireland, or a distinguished overseas 
visitor such as the US President. There is coverage of the Orange parades on 12 
July, St. Patrick's Day parades on 17 March, etc. 


Networked productions(edit] 


As well as programmes intended purely for a regional audience, BBC Northern Ireland 
also produces programmes for national consumption on the BBC's channels across the 
UK. The main part of BBC Northern Ireland's network productions are in comedy and 
drama. This has included producing the high-profile drama series Messiah. 


BBC Northern Ireland is also involved in co-productions with other broadcasting 
networks, most notably with the Irish broadcaster RTE. 


Republic of Ireland [edit] 


e BBC One Northern Ireland and BBC Two Northern Ireland are widely available across 
the border in the Republic of Ireland. These channels are carried on pay-TV 
platforms in the Republic including Sky Ireland, Virgin Media Ireland, Magnet 
Networks, SCTV and Crossan Cable. BBC One NI and BBC Two NI are also available in 
the Republic via signal overspill by Freeview in counties near the Northern Ireland 
border. Similarly, prior to the digital switchover in 2012, they were available in these 
areas via analogue television. 

e Additional BBC channels such as BBC Four, BBC News, and BBC World News, are 
also available within the Republic of Ireland via a free-to-air satellite receiver or, in 
some areas near the border, via overspill from the Freeview service.2! Leading 
subscription TV providers also carry these channels. 

e On 1 February 2010 the Republic of Ireland's Minister for Communications Eamon 
Ryan signed an agreement with the UK's Ben Bradshaw.” This agreement has 
enabled viewers within Northern Ireland to watch RTE One, RTE 
Two and TG4 on Freeview after the digital switchover took place in 2012. 


Radio[edit] 


BBC Northern Ireland operates two radio stations: 


e BBC Radio Ulster, on 92-95 FM and 1341 Medium Wave, which broadcasts 
throughout Northern Ireland, and 

e BBC Radio Foyle, on 93.1 FM and 792 Medium Wave, which broadcasts to the North 
West of Northern Ireland 


BBC Northern Ireland takes part in the 'Regionalisation' of some of the BBC's national 
radio output. Until 2012, for example, Radio 1 split the home nations on Thursday 
morning from midnight to 2-am, with Scotland, Wales and Northern 

Ireland broadcasting their own shows to showcase regional talent. The Radio 1 session 
from Northern Ireland was last presented by Phil Taggart from Omagh. 


Online[edit] 


BBC Northern Ireland's online service provides News, Sport, Schools, Learning and 
Programme information for television and radio programmes. It provides a streaming 
audio service for Radio Ulster and Radio Foyle as well as every programme on demand 
for up to a week after transmission. bbc.co.uk/northernireland/ is part of BBC Online and 
operated from the Belfast base. It also provides multi platform interactivity for TV 
programmes including the annual Schools' Cup Rugby union and Gaelic Athletic 
Association finals. 


BBC Experience[edit] 


In recent years BBC Northern Ireland in conjunction with Libraries NI, have launched an 
interactive road show visiting libraries across Northern Ireland. The road show allows 
people to learn more about day-to-day life in the BBC as well as allowing them to take 
part in activities such as presenting the news or weather, starring in a radio drama or 
making jingles. For the majority of the days, there is an outside broadcast from BBC 
Radio Ulster's Hugo Duncan. 


Programmes|[edit] 
Significant regional programmes (cedit] 
Radio| edit] 


e Good Morning Ulster 
e The Nolan Show 

¢ Gardeners’ Corner 

e Talkback 

e Country Afternoon 

e Evening Extra 

e Sunday Sequence 


Television[edit] 


e BBC Newsline 


e Spotlight 
e The View 


e The Blame Game 
e Beauty Queen & Single 


Television news bulletins/edit] 


e Ulster Mirror (1950s) 

e Scene Around Six (1969 - September 1984) 

e Inside Ulster (September 1984 - 12 February 1996) 

e Newsline 6.30/Newsline/BBC Newsline (12 February 1996 to date) 


Selection of network programmes (edit] 


e Ballykissangel (late 1990s) 
e Gunpowder, Treason and Plot, historical drama 


e Holy Cross 

e Messiah (Crime Drama) 

e Murphy's Law 

e The Ambassador (late 1990s) 
e Patrick Kielty Almost Live®! 


Sports([edit] 
Rugby| edit] 


In 2010 BBC Northern Ireland with RTE Sport, TG4 and BBC Alba bought the rights 
for Celtic League rugby. Setanta Sports had held the Irish and Scottish rights from 
2004 to 2009. 


Irish League football[edit] 
BBC NI provide coverage of Irish League football. 


LanguagesS(edit] 


Although BBC Northern Ireland broadcasts primarily in English, there is some 
programming in Irish Gaelic and Ulster Scots. Radio Ulster carries a daily programme in 
Irish and there is an Irish language section on BBC Northern Ireland's website, where 
reference is made to "BBC Thuaisceart Eireann". There are also occasionally TV 
programmes in Irish. Programmes are also broadcast in Ulster Scots, though with much 
less frequency. 


There is a weekly radio programme for the Chinese community in Northern Ireland 
which broadcasts in Cantonese, called "Wah Yan Jee Sing”. 


Technical edit] 


BBC Blackstaff House 


The BBC television and radio stations are broadcast primarily from 

the Divis (500 kW), Limavady and Brougher Mountain transmitters. Both transmitters 
receive the BBC stations via a satellite feeds and each transmitter has a wealth of relay 
transmitters to provide analogue service to areas not served by their respective main 
transmitter. 


BBC Northern Ireland have a radio link from their studios in Belfast which allows mobile 
on-location news crews to hear the studio; the test tone is known as the "commbeep". 


TV Studios(edit] 


BBC Northern Ireland has three main television studios located in Belfast. There are two 
small studios located in the BBC Broadcasting House in Belfast. These are home to BBC 
Northern Ireland's regional news and current affairs programmes. They are around 
2,000 sq ft (190 m?) each and are called Studio B and Studio 1. 


The largest of the studios is called Studio A which is located in the BBC Blackstaff House 
on Great Victoria Street in Belfast. The studio measures 6,000 sq ft (560 m?). Studio A 
has been home to the award winning local sitcom Give My Head Peace. Nolan Live for 
BBC One NI airs live from Studio A. It was announced in June 2019 that the BBC quiz 
show "Mastermind" would be recording their 2019 shows in Studio A during July 2019. 


BBC NI broadcasters| edit] 
Former BBC NI broadcasters(edit] 


e Gerry Anderson - former presenter of The Gerry Anderson Show on BBC Radio 
Ulster, a unique voice in broadcasting without a script. 

e Gloria Hunniford - former BBC NI presenter now well-known national personality 
working in network programmes based in London 

e Patrick Kielty - comedian. 

e Colin Murray - Talksport presenter and former BBC Radio 1 DJ started with BBC 
Radio Ulster as a presenter on the Across the Line programme 

e Sean Rafferty - former presenter of Scene Around Six and Inside Ulster, evening 
news programmes broadcast until the mid-1990s, as well as BBC Radio Ulster news 
programmes, now a BBC Radio 3 music presenter 

e Suzanne Virdee - former news reporter and presenter of BBC Newsline and /nside 
Ulster and former radio presenter on BBC Radio Ulster now based 
in Birmingham presenting BBC Midlands Today 


Current BBC NI broadcasters(edit] 


e Hugo Duncan - presenter of Country Afternoon on BBC Radio Ulster 

e Jackie Fullerton - BBC Northern Ireland's principal football commentator 

e Stephen Nolan - presenter of The Nolan Show on BBC Radio Ulster, Nolan Live on 
BBC One NI and a weekend phone-in programme on BBC Radio Five Live 

e Noel Thompson 

e Donna Traynor - presenter on BBC Newsline 

e Mark Carruthers 


References[edit] 


e BBEBBC portal 


° Northern Ireland portal 


1. ^ BBC Northern Ireland 


2. ^ "Saorview Combi Channels". Archived from the original on 27 June 2013. Retrieved 4 
June 2013. 


3. ^ "Saorview/ Freeview Overspill Advice". Archived from the original on 15 October 2012. 
Retrieved 4 June 2013. 


4. ^ "RTE and TG4 to be freely available in North in 2012 - The Irish Times - Tue, 2 Feb 
2010". 2 February 2010. Retrieved 7 February 2010. 

5. ^ "RTE News: Ryan signs TG4 agreement with the British government". 1 February 
2010. Archived from the original on 11 February 2010. Retrieved 7 February 2010. 

6. ^ BBC Northern Ireland Drama bbc.co.uk 

^ Clutton, Graham (9 June 2010). "Celtic Rugby secure improved broadcast deal for 

Magners League coverage". London: telegraph.co.uk. Retrieved 9 June 2010. 


= 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Northern Ireland at BBC Online 


BBC Scotland 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


This article is about the BBC in Scotland. For the BBC Scotland television channel, 
see BBC Scotland (TV channel). 
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BBC Scotland is a division of the BBC and the main public broadcaster in Scotland. 


It is one of the three BBC national regions, together with BBC Cymru Wales and BBC 
Northern Ireland. Its headquarters are in Glasgow, it employs approximately 1,250 staff 
as of 2017, to produce 15,000 hours of television and radio programming per year. 


H Some £320 million of licence fee revenue is raised in Scotland, with expenditure on 
purely local content set to stand at £86 million by 2016-17. The remainder of licence 
fee revenue raised in the country is spent on networked programmes shown throughout 
the UK. 


BBC Scotland operates the regional variant of BBC One, the BBC Scotland channel, BBC 
Radio Scotland, as well as radio and television outlets, Radio nan Gaidheal and BBC 
Alba, which broadcasts in the Scottish Gaelic language. 


Early history[edit] 


The first radio service in Scotland was launched by the British Broadcasting Company on 
6 March 1923.2 Named 5SC and located in Bath Street in Glasgow, the services 
gradually expanded to include the new stations 2BD, 2DE and 2EH, based at Aberdeen, 
Dundee and Edinburgh respectively.2! Around 1927, the new Corporation, as the BBC 
now was, decided to combine these local stations into regions under the generic banner 
of the BBC Regional Programme. Regional programmes throughout the UK were merged 
to form the BBC Home Service in 1939, and, with a break for the Second World War, 
national opt outs remained on the station and its successor BBC Radio 4 until the 
establishment of a separate BBC Radio Scotland in November 1978. 


Television in Scotland began formally on 14 March 1952 using the 405-line television 
system broadcast from the Kirk o'Shotts transmitter. In the beginning all programmes 
came from London but some with Scottish content were made using an Outside 
Broadcast Unit. Eventually, BBC Scotland established the right to "opt out" of the 
network more and more. When BBC Two arrived in Scotland in 1966 (having begun in 
London two years earlier and spread across the country), broadcasts began in black and 
white on 625-lines CCIR System | from the Black Hill transmitter. BBC Two upgraded 

to PAL colour in 1967 (including Scotland) across the UK, with BBC One (network 
programmes only at first, with local output still in black-and-white) and STV following in 
December 1969, and in 1971, BBC Scotland's Queen Margaret Drive Studio "A" in 
Glasgow became one of the first regional studios in Britain to upgrade to colour. 


In September 1998, BBC Choice Scotland was launched as BBC Scotland's first digital 
service.“ 


For many years, BBC Scotland has tried to increase the number of programmes it 
makes to be shown on the networks. This ambition was greatly aided by the move of 
BBC Scotland's headquarters in 2007 from Queen Margaret Drive to BBC Pacific 
Quay where state of the art digital studios were built and by the decision of the BBC 
centrally to move a number of programme departments, such as Children's, out of 
London. 


Current services[edit] 
Television[edit] 


BBC Scotland broadcasts three television services to Scottish audiences. BBC One 
Scotland is a separate channel able to opt out of the network feed of BBC One to 
broadcast its own schedule of regional programming in addition to networked 
productions. The flagship news programme Reporting Scotland is presented by Laura 
Miller and Sally Magnusson. 


BBC Scotland operates BBC Alba, broadcasting programming in Gaelic for up to seven 
hours a day. The channel is a joint partnership between BBC Scotland and MG Alba and 
is available across the UK on satellite services. Prior to digital switchover, some Gaelic 
programming was carried on BBC Two Scotland, however this ceased following the 
switchover. 


Thirdly, the BBC Scotland channel commenced broadcasting at 7:00 p.m. on Sunday 24 
February 2019. On 22 February 2017, director general Tony Hall announced plans to 
launch a dedicated English-language BBC Scotland channel in 2018, which would 
replace the BBC Two Scotland opt-out. It would broadcast from 7:00 p.m. to midnight 
nightly, and feature a lineup composed entirely of new and archived Scottish 
programming, including a new hour-long 9:00 p.m. weeknight newscast that will be 
produced from Scotland. The proposed newscast been considered a response to the 
perennial proposals for a local opt-out of the BBC News at Six. Hall also announced that 
the BBC would increase its overall spending on factual and drama productions in 
Scotland by £20 million annually.“ The BBC Scotland channel was approved 

by Ofcom in June 2018, and subsequently launched on 24 February 2019. The channel 
is allocated £32 million in annual funding, and its SD variant has displaced BBC Four on 
the Freeview EPG. 


Radioj{edit] 


BBC Scotland also operates two radio stations covering Scotland: BBC Radio 

Scotland and BBC Radio nan Gaidheal. The former broadcasts English programming 24 
hours a day on the frequencies 92-95 FM and 810 MW. The station has specific 
programming opt outs for Orkney and Shetland in addition to regional news opt outs for 
four additional sub regions - North East, Highlands & Islands, South West and 

Borders. BBC Radio nan Gaidheal in contrast is a Gaelic-language station broadcasting 
for the majority of the day on 103.5-105 FM and simulcasting Radio Scotland's MW 
service at other times. 


Online and interactive([edit] 


BBC Scotland operates a mini site on BBC Online consisting of a portal to Scottish news, 
sport, programmes and items of cultural interest through BBC Online. The department 
also provides content from Scotland on these subjects to the website and for the BBC 
Red Button interactive TV service. 


BBC Scotland previously offered a podcast download of the top news items of the 
week and the online streaming of several key sections of output. However following 
the widespread introduction of the BBC iPlayer service, which allowed the streaming 
and download of nearly all BBC programmes including news, these services were 
discontinued as defunct. 


BBC The Social is a digital content stream from BBC Scotland aimed at 18-34 year olds. 
Working with new and emerging talent, The Social develops daily content on a range of 
subjects including issues, comedy, music, lifestyle and gaming. Launched in December 
2015, The Social won a Royal Television Scotland award for Best Digital Innovation in 
2016 and another RTS Innovation Award in 2018 for the shortform drama Kidder. 


In June 2018, the BBC announced the formation of a third "digital hub" in Glasgow, 
which will facilitate design and engineering of BBC digital platforms." 


Studios - past and present[edit] 


BBC Scotland's former headquarters on Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow 


When BBC Television first came to Scotland, there were no dedicated studios and 
Scotland shared an outside broadcast unit with BBC North in Manchester. Apart from a 
limited news service, all programmes about Scotland had to be transmitted from 
London and had to have an appeal to a UK audience. 


When the new commercial broadcaster, Scottish Television, was about to arrive in 1957, 
BBC Scotland managed to produce slightly improved news coverage by a complicated 
arrangement involving the newsroom in Queen Margaret Drive in the west of the city 
and the former Black Cat Cinema in Springfield Road in the east where the White 
Heather Club was made. 


In the early 60s, the BBC acquired land adjacent to its Queen Margaret Drive base and 
eventually three colour studios were built together with significant radio facilities and a 
Film Unit with its own film processing. The BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra and the 
BBC Scottish Radio Orchestra had access to a large sound studio - Studio 1. 


A constant theme of the early days of BBC Scotland was where its headquarters should 
be sited - Edinburgh or Glasgow? On a number of occasions, Edinburgh had victory 
snatched from its grasp. 


BBC Pacific Quay at the River Clyde 


BBC Scotland's headquarters are currently located at BBC Pacific Quay on the banks of 
the River Clyde in Glasgow." The studio centre was constructed between 2004 and 
2006 and was opened in 2007.42 Designed by David Chipperfield"! and reportedly 
costing £188 million,22“2 the studio contains three television studios and five radio 
studios as well as the first HD newsroom used by the BBC.” 


Upon the launch of the BBC in Scotland in 1923, the service originally occupied Rex 
House at 202 Bath Street, Glasgow, before moving to properties in Blythswood Square 
and subsequently in West George Street. In 1929, the decision was made to move the 
headquarters operation to Queen Street, Edinburgh, where the Edinburgh station had 
been based since 192451 following a move from the original 79 George Street 
premises.2! However, in 1935 the headquarters operation moved back to Glasgow as it 
accompanied the Glasgow station at North Park House, Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow, 
near to the Glasgow Botanic Gardens.®@51 BBC Scotland remained based at these 
premises until the move to Pacific Quay in 2007.22 The Edinburgh operation remained 
on Queen Street until the move to The Tun in April 2002.25! The Tun building is near to 
the Scottish Parliament building and contains television and radio studios in addition to 
a newsroom. 


In addition to the Glasgow and Edinburgh bases of the broadcaster, BBC Scotland also 
has offices and studios located 

in Aberdeen, Dundee, Portree, Stornoway, Inverness, Selkirk, Dumfries, Kirkwall and Ler 
wick. Of these, the latter two locations operate radio opt-outs from BBC Radio Scotland 
while the Aberdeen, Inverness, Selkirk and Dumfries newsrooms produce local radio 
bulletins for the North East, Highlands & Islands, Borders and South West respectively. 


In addition to these premises, BBC Scotland operates a drama productions studio 

at Dumbarton on the site of a disused whisky distillery. It is the main Scottish drama 
facilities where programmes such as Still Game and River City are recorded.!28! Also, 
the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra is resident at Glasgow City Halls!” having been 
based at Queen Margaret Drive until 2006. 


Programming[edit] 
See also: List of television programmes produced by BBC Scotland 


BBC Scotland continues to produce a high number of local programmes for the Scottish 
audiences. Its flagship news & current affair programmes are Reporting 

Scotland and Scotland 2016 which provides over an hour of content each weekday. 
Drama in the form of River City. With sport on Radio Scotland, along with Sportscene, 
cover a large number of local sports including football, rugby and bowls. BBC Scotland 
also produces over 20 hours of comedy programmers for radio and television. While 
features and documentaries is BBC Scotland's biggest output, with The Beechgrove 
Garden, Landward, Sport Monthly, The Adventure Show, The Mountain, BBC Scotland 
Investigates and many other covering all aspect of Scottish life. 


Output for the British network has included such recent high-profile dramas 

as Shetland, Hope Springs, Waterloo Road and Single Father. BBC Scotland also 
produces a high number of gamesshows which feature The National Lottery Draws. BBC 
Scotland also produces the Scottish opt-out sections of British-wide programmes such 
as Sunday Politics and Children in Need. 


Until 2010, a high number of Gaelic programmes were broadcast on BBC One and Two 
Scotland before transferring over to BBC Alba. Its flagship programmes, which both 
started in 1993, are Dé a-nis? and Eòrpa. Eòrpa hit the headlines in May 2008, specially 
mentioned in the Scottish Broadcasting Commission's report. 'It was intriguing to note 
that without fail at every one of our public events, BBC2 Scotland's Eorpa programme 
was raised, unsolicited, and by non-Gaelic speakers, as an example of a positive, well- 
respected programme’ - Blair Jenkins, Chair - Scottish Broadcasting Commission.22 and 
continued to be given a broadcast on BBC Two Scotland as the only Gaelic programme 
to do so. 


Past programming/[edit] 


Over the years, BBC Scotland made a number of well Known and much loved radio and 
television programmes both for the BBC networks and for transmission in Scotland only. 
In television these were known within the BBC as "opt out" programmes. 


At teatime in the beginning, there was A Quick Look Round with Leonard Maguire. Then 
from 1968, as well as the flagship evening news programme Reporting 

Scotland presented by Mary Marquis and Douglas Kynoch with contributions from 
Renton Laidlaw in Edinburgh and Donny B MacLeod in Aberdeen, there were popular 
current affairs series like, Compass, Checkpoint with Professor Esmond Wright 

and Magnus Magnusson, Person to Person with Mary Marquis, Current Account, Public 
Account and Agenda. 


Many comedy series have been made including Scotch and Wry, Rab C. Nesbitt, Naked 
Video and Still Game, while with dramas included Hamish Macbeth, Monarch of the 
Glen, and Sutherland's Law. In recent years, BBC Scotland comedy shows such as Mrs. 
Brown's Boys,22231 Two Doors Down and Mountain Goats?*!27!?281291301 have been 
lambasted by critics. 


BBC Scotland has produced two highly controversial programmes, Scotch on the 
Rock®" and Secret Society, with the latter resulting in BBC Scotland being raided by 
the police. 


Television continuity announcers[edit] 


BBC Scotland started using their own television continuity announcers voicing over 
specific BBC Scotland station idents for all evening and weekend afternoon junctions 
around 1977. Before this, announcers only introduced occasional opt-outs, which 
resulted in the London announcer being heard most of the time. The announcers were 
"self-op" - they had to speak and press the buttons to change the sound and picture and 
cue in telecine (film), videotape recordings (VTR) and live programmes. 


From 1979, their duties were expanded to cover reading the lunchtime news bulletin in 
vision at 12:40, just before the network Midday News at 12:45. 


There was one announcer who was never seen. Robert Logan was also a Conservative 
local councillor. Consequently, he never read the news summaries, nor did he ever give 
his name at closedown. From 1985, the announcing team started doing a news 
summary just before children's programmes at around 15:53, and within a few weeks, 
additional news summaries at 21:25 were introduced. From 31 October 1988, newsroom 
staff started to read the news summaries instead of the announcers. 


Inevitably, though, viewers started to spot their little idiosyncrasies. Mark Stephen often 
came perilously close to sending up programmes with his good-natured humour; links of 
his included: 


Peter Cushing stars in our late night horror film in 50 minutes. First on BBC 
One Scotland, Dougie Donnelly rises from the grave with today's football 


action in Sportscene. 


Controllers and heads/[edit] 


Directors and Controllers of BBC Scotland: 


e Herbert A. Carruthers (1923), Glasgow 5SC Station Director 

e David Cleghorn Thomson (1926-33), Northern Area Director (incl N. Ireland), then 
from 1928 Scottish Regional Director 

e Moray McLaren (1933) 

e Melville D. Dinwiddie (1933-57), Controller, Scotland from 1948 

e Andrew Stewart (1957-68) 

e Alasdair Milne (1968-73), later BBC Director General2# 

e Robert Coulter (1973-75) 

e Alastair Hetherington (1975-78), former editor of The Guardian newspaper 

e Patrick Ramsey (1978-82) 

e Patrick Chalmers (1982 - December 1991) 

e John McCormick (January 1992 - April 2004) 

e Ken MacQuarrie (April 2004 - 2016), Director, Scotland from 2009 

e Donalda MacKinnon (December 2016 - present) 


See also[edit] 


e ESBBC portal 


e Scottish Broadcasting Commission 
e Audience Council Scotland 

e Saorview 

e Public Account 

e Reporting Scotland 
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This article is about the Gaelic-language services from BBC Scotland. For the Gaelic- 
language television service, see BBC Alba. 


BBC Gaidhlig 


BBC Alba HQ within the BBC Scotland (Pacific 


Quay building in Glasgow 


TV stations BBC One Scotland 
BBC Two Scotland 


BBC Alba 
Radio stations BBC Radio nan Gaidheal 
Headquarters Pacific Quay, Glasgow 


(previously Queen Margaret Drive) 


Area Scotland 
Launch date 1985 
Official website bbc.co.uk/alba 


BBC Gaidhlig is the department of BBC Scotland that produces Scottish Gaelic- 
language (Gaidhlig) programming. This includes TV programmes for BBC Alba, BBC Two 
Alba, the BBC Radio nan Gaidheal radio station and the BBC Alba website. Its managing 
editor is Marion MacKinnon." 


Television[edit] 


The department is responsible for Gaelic programming for television from the BBC. BBC 
Gaidhlig produces a number of programmes for the Gaelic-language television 

channel, BBC Alba, which is a joint venture between the BBC and MG Alba.” Currently, 
BBC Gaidhlig programmes also air on BBC Two Alba. 


Some of BBC Gaidhlig's more notable programming includes the international issues 
magazine Eorpa (Europe), children's programme Dé a-nis? (What Now?) and comedy 
sketch show Air ais air an Ran Dan (Back on the Ran Dan). Dé a-nis? won the 
department an award at the Celtic Media Festival in 2009.4 


BBC Gaidhlig also produces programming to cover the Royal National Mòd. For instance, 
during the National Mòd in Caithness in 2010, BBC Gaidhlig produced daily programmes 
to cover the event, which were aired and repeated on BBC Alba, as well as being 
repeated on BBC Two Scotland. 


Radio[edit] 
BBC Gaidhlig is also responsible for the national Scottish Gaelic radio station BBC Radio 


nan Gaidheal. The station broadcasts across Scotland on FM, DAB digital radio, digital 
television and online. 


Online[edit] 
In July 2008, the BBC Alba website launched an extended news service to tie in with the 


launch of the digital television channel.“ Programmes from BBC Alba and Radio nan 
Gaidheal are also available online on BBC iPlayer. 


See also[edit] 


e Gaelic broadcasting in Scotland 
e List of Celtic-language media 
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BBC Cymru Wales 


BBC Cymru Wales' area within the UK 


TV stations BBC One Wales 
BBC Two Wales 


TV Blaenplwyf 

transmitter Carmel 

s Llanddona 
Moel-y-Parc 
Preseli 


Wenvoe 


Radio BBC Radio Wales 
stations BBC Radio Cymru 


Headquarte Broadcasting House, 


rs Llandaff, Cardiff 
Area Wales 


Key people Rhodri Talfan Davies (Director of BBC 


Cymru Wales) 


Launch 9 February 1964; 55 years ago 
date 

Official bbc.co.uk/wales 

website 


BBC Cymru Wales is a division of the BBC, and the national broadcaster for Wales. 

™ Established in 1964, BBC Cymru Wales is based in Cardiff and directly employs some 
1,200 people to produce a range of programmes for television, radio and online services 
in both English and Welsh. 


BBC Cymru Wales operates two TV channels (BBC One Wales, BBC Two Wales) and two 
radio stations. Wales raises some £182 million in licence fee resources; however, spend 
on local content by BBC Wales (including S4C £76 million) is £151 million, £31 million of 
which is for BBC-produced television productions." 


Services| edit] 
Television(edit] 


BBC Cymru Wales operates two television services, BBC One Wales and BBC Two Wales, 
which can opt out of the main network feed of BBC One and BBC Two in London to 
broadcast regional programming. These two channels broadcast a variety of 
programmes in English, including the flagship news programme BBC Wales Today which 
broadcasts several bulletins throughout the day including the main evening programme. 


In addition to these two channels, BBC Cymru Wales is required to provide programmes 
in Welsh, which it supplies to the Welsh channel S4C free of charge using the BBC 
Cymru brand.“ These programmes include a Welsh news service Newyddion, covering 
Welsh, general UK and international news, and a soap opera Pobol y Cwm, the longest 
running television soap opera made by the BBC. 


Radioj{edit] 


BBC Cymru Wales operates two radio stations covering the entire country. BBC Radio 
Wales is the English language network, broadcasting local programmes for 
approximately 20 hours a day and simulcasting the BBC World Service during the 
station's down time. BBC Radio Cymru broadcasts Welsh programmes for approximately 
the same time covering a wide variety of genres: a specifically branded youth 

section C2 contributes to this by broadcasting songs from the pop and rock genres. 
While off air, Radio Cymru simulcasts BBC Radio 5 Live's overnight programme. 


Online and interactive([edit] 


BBC Cymru Wales operates its own mini-site on BBC Online as well as providing news 
and features for other areas of BBC Online. In addition, news stories are provided for 
the BBC Red Button interactive service. 


BBC National Orchestra of Walesj/edit] 
Main article: BBC National Orchestra of Wales 


BBC Cymru Wales employs a full-time orchestra, the BBC National Orchestra of Wales 
(BBC NOW), who give concerts in Cardiff, Swansea and across Wales. The majority of 
the orchestra's concerts are recorded for broadcast on BBC Radio 3, BBC Radio Wales 
and BBC Radio Cymru. Since January 2009 the administrative base of the NOW has been 
the BBC Hoddinott Hall, in the Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff. 


History[edit] 


The first broadcast in Wales was on 13 February 1923 from the radio station 5WA, 
later to become part of the BBC Regional Programme and in 1939 the BBC Home 
Service. During this time, the region was served from a variety of bases around Wales. 
During World War Il, the regional services all ceased and broadcast the Home Service 
from London, although some Welsh content was included. The BBC's Bangor base 
played host to the BBC Variety Department during the war, although this fact was never 
officially announced. 


The first television signals in Wales came on 15 August 1952 from the newly 
constructed Wenvoe transmitter. The transmitter itself broadcast the national BBC 
Television service. Wales would gain some significance when, in 1957, the BBC 

West region from Bristol was established including a daily five-minute news bulletin for 
Wales, followed five years later by the launch of the daily magazine programme, Wales 


Today." 


Broadcasting House 


The launch of BBC Wales on 9 February 1964 provided a specific television service for 
the country. The new service was heavily promoted (proclaiming that Wales gets its 
very own TV service in 1964!) with animated promos using the sound of Welsh choirs to 
explain about interference from the mountains.“ Two years later in 1966, BBC Cymru 
Wales' new headquarters at Broadcasting House in Cardiff opened and the first colour 
broadcast for Wales followed in 1970.4 


Following the end of the Second World War, the BBC Home Service continued its 
regional opt-outs, including an opt-out service for Wales. This opt-out continued after 
the change from the Home Service to Radio 4 and paved the way for two full-time radio 
services - BBC Radio Cymru in 1977, followed a year later by BBC Radio Wales.“ 


BBC Cymru Wales outside broadcast vehicle, 2009 


Prior to 1982, BBC Cymru Wales on television provided programmes in both English and 
Welsh, with the news programme Heddiw and the long-running serial Pobol y 

Cwm figuring among the key output. However, this changed with the launch of S4C on 1 
November 1982 as all Welsh-language programming on both the BBC and 

the ITV contractor HTV was transferred to the new channel. As part of a guaranteed ten 
hours a week of BBC-produced programming, Pobol y Cwm switched to the new channel 
while a newly expanded news service, Newyddion, was launched. 


Into the late 1990s, BBC Cymru Wales continued to expand their services. The first web 
pages for Wales began to appear on BBC Online in 1997, including a variety of features 
surrounding programming, schedules, community events and other stories. The 
following year, BBC Wales gained additional air time through the use of a late prime- 
time to midnight opt-out from new digital channel BBC Choice. This lasted until opt- 
outs ended on the channel in 2001; subsequently BBC Wales opted out of the BBC 

Two prime-time schedule on digital platforms to broadcast BBC 2W.™"! This latter 
service closed on 2 January 2009 - prior to the digital switchover which would have 
ceased separate broadcasting on analogue and digital.“ 


Expansion in the number of drama productions handled by BBC Cymru Wales since 
2011 has resulted in the construction and opening on a new studio centre in Cardiff.24 


Studios[edit] 


BBC Cymru Wales building in Bangor, Gwynedd. 


See also: List of BBC properties 


The current headquarters of BBC Cymru Wales is located within Broadcasting 

House, Llandaff, Cardiff.4 The studio centre was built in 1966 and opened the following 
year as a purpose built location to house the expanding presence of the BBC in Cardiff. 
m The centre contained studios for the news programmes, radio space including that 
used by the BBC National Orchestra of Wales until 2009, and another studio for drama 
productions constructed in the mid-1970s.22 


Previously, the BBC in Wales had been located in a converted chapel in Broadway, 
Cardiff and in temporary accommodation at BBC Broadcasting Centre on the banks of 
the River Taff.! While these studios played host to drama, entertainment and regional 
programmes, the site was still not ideal. The site only held two studios, both located in 
the church, and the ability to broadcast film was not installed on the site for several 
years; film played into programmes from a telecine machine in Bristol or London and 
film processing for news was carried out by a firm called Park Pictures in Cardiff until 
BBC processing was installed in Stacey Road. 


ana |eymru wakes 


BBC Cymru Wales' Roath Lock studio complex. 


The expansion of BBC Cymru Wales' productions in recent years has resulted in 
investment for new studios. To gain extra capacity, BBC Wales invested into Upper Boat 
Studios in Pontypridd to house several productions, notable centred around Doctor 
Who and its sister productions Torchwood and The Sarah Jane Adventures. Despite the 
investment in Upper Boat, the studio complex soon became too small to house new 


productions being moved to the BBC Nations."“2! As part of this decision, it was decided 
in March 2009 that BBC productions Casualty and Crimewatch were to relocate from 
their former homes at BBC Bristol network production unit to Cardiff.22! 


To house these new programmes, a new 170,000 sq ft studio complex was built, 
designed to house the productions of Doctor Who, The Sarah Jane 

Adventures, Casualty, Upstairs Downstairs, and Pobol y Cwm. Located in Porth 

Teigr, Cardiff Bay, Roath Lock Studios gained permission in January 20094! and 
construction began in June 201022 with the building topping out in February 2011. 
Production began at the site in autumn 2011" and the site was officially opened on 12 
March 2012.24 As a result, Pobol y Cwm moved from the Llandaff studios and Doctor 
Who moved from Upper Boat studios to the new complex, with Casualty joining them at 
the site. Despite being designed to house them, the site never housed the Sarah Jane 
Adventures, following the death of main actress Elisabeth Sladen in 2011, or Upstairs 
Downstairs, following the series’ cancellation. 


It was announced in August 2013 that the Llandaff studios would close in a few years 
and that the headquarters of BBC Cymru Wales would subsequently move to a new site. 
471 |n June 2014 it was announced that the new headquarters would be on the site 

of Cardiff Central bus station and will house 1000 staff and will have around half the 
floor space of the Llandaff base with 70% less studio space, as a result of the opening of 
Roath Lock.#®! Staff started to move into the new Broadcasting House in October 2019,2% 


In addition to these properties, BBC Cymru Wales also has properties 
in Aberystwyth, Bangor, Carmarthen, Newtown, Penrhyndeudraeth, Swansea and Wrexh 
am and at BBC Hoddinott Hall in Cardiff, home to the BBC National Orchestra of Wales. 


Television productions|[edit] 


BBC Wales reporter Craig Duggan conducting an interview in Puerto Madryn, Argentina, for the 
150th anniversary of Y Wladfa. 


BBC Cymru Wales produces local and networked programming for broadcast in Wales 
and the rest of the UK. In recent years, its drama output has been particularly 
successful, including the 2005 revival of the classic science-fiction series Doctor 
Who and its spin-offs Torchwood (2006) and The Sarah Jane Adventures (2007). In 
addition, BBC Wales commissions other drama output for the BBC network from 
independent producers, such as Life on Mars (2006-07). 


In-house productions([edit] 


The following productions were created by BBC Cymru Wales for broadcast in Wales: 


e Wales Today (1962-present) 
e Week In Week Out (1964-present) 
e Pobol y Cwm (1974-present) 
Ffeil (1995-present) 
Newyddion (1982-present) 
Satellite City (1996-1999) 
Belonging (1999-2009) 

The Bench (2001-2002) 

First Degree (2002) 

High Hopes (2002-2009) 
Hospital 24/7 (2009-present) 
Scrum V (1995-present) 


In addition to programming for Wales, networked productions from BBC Cymru Wales 
include: 


e Grand Slam (1978) 

e The Life and Times of David Lloyd George (1981) 
e = Ennal's Point (1982) 

e The District Nurse (1984-1987) 

e Border Cafe 

He Knew He Was Right (2004) 

Doctor Who (2005-present) 

Doctor Who Confidential (2005-2011) 

Class (2016) 

The Chatterley Affair (2006) 

Torchwood (2006-2009) 

Torchwood Declassified (2006-2009) 

Tribe (2007) 

The Sarah Jane Adventures (2007-2011) 

Top Dogs (2009) 

Upstairs, Downstairs (2010 revival) (2010-2012) 
Sarah Jane's Alien Files (2010) 

Wizards vs Aliens (2012-2014) 

Casualty (2012-present) 


Independent commissions(edit] 


In addition to the in-house commissions, BBC Wales also commissions other 
independent companies to produce programmes. These include: 


For Wales: 


e Coal House (2007-2008) 


* The Wright Taste (2008) 
e Crash (2009-2010) 


For the UK: 


e Shakespeare: The Animated Tales (1992, 1994) 
e Casanova (2005) 

e The Girl in the Café (2005) 

e Life on Mars (2006-2007) 

e Wide Sargasso Sea (2006) 

e This Life + 10 (2007) 

e Ashes to Ashes (2008-2010, spinoff of Life on Mars) 
e Merlin (2008-2012) 

e Being Human (2009-2013) 

e Rhod Gilbert's Work Experience (2009-present) 
e Sherlock (2010-present) 

e Dirk Gently (2010 pilot, 2012 series) 


See also[edit] 


EIGBBC portal 
Wales portal 


e Broadcasting House (Cardiff) 
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For the BBC's production division, see BBC Studios. 


BBC Studioworks 


| 


STUDIGOWORKS 


| Type Public subsidiary 

| Industry Broadcasting 

| Predecessor BBC Studios and Post Production Ltd. 
| Founded 1998 


‘Headquarters London 


England 


Area served United Kingdom 


Parent BBC 


Website www.bbcstudioworks.com 


BBC Studioworks Limited, formerly BBC Studios and Post Production Ltd, is a 
commercial subsidiary of the BBC, providing television studios, post production and 
related services to the market.” 


It works with broadcasters and production companies, making award-winning content 
for the likes of the BBC, ITV, Channel 4, Channel 5, Sky, Endemol Shine and Fremantle. 
Titles range from The Graham Norton Show and A League of Their Own, 

to EastEnders and Strictly Come Dancing.”! 


When BBC Television Centre in West London was temporarily closed for redevelopment 
in 2013, Studioworks consolidated its London studios business onto two sites in 
Borehamwood, BBC Elstree Centre and Elstree Studios. On the BBC Elstree Site, it 
operates the Studio D facility - a large TV studio and home to Children in Need and BBC 
News' election broadcasting. It is also home to the company's post-production village 
and the site where it provides studio and post-production services to EastEnders. Across 
the road at Elstree Studios, it hires a mix of stages which have been converted into TV 
studios and range in size from 7,550 sq ft to 15,770 sq ft. This conversion was financed 
on aco-investment basis between Elstree Studios and Studioworks. BBC Studioworks 
expanded its footprint in 2017 when it reopened Television Centre, where it operates 
Studios 1, 2 and 3 plus post-production facilities.” 


The company was rebranded from BBC Studios and Post Production Ltd to BBC 
Studioworks Ltd in May 2016." 


History[edit] 


The company was originally established as the much broader BBC Resources Ltd 
operation in 1998,5 making an operating profit of £1.3 million in its first full year. It 
was divided into four business units: BBC Studios, BBC Post Production, BBC Outside 
Broadcasts, and BBC Costume and Wigs. 


A team led by Andrew Thornton were appointed by the BBC to manage the sale, 

with Ernst & Young acting as external advisers. The team were accountable to a BBC 
steering group including Zarin Patel and Peter Salmon. Advertisements were placed in 
the Financial Times, The Times and Broadcast on 16 August 2007 inviting expressions of 
interest for the acquisition of this commercial subsidiary, with the aim of completing the 
transfer of engagements by the end of March 2008, subject to contract negotiations and 
approvals. 


On 6 November 2007 The Guardian reported® that the privatisation could be left with a 
shortfall of up to £15m to cover the transfer of the pensions of BBC Resources staff to a 
potential new employer.” 


The BBC has never released the names of the short-listed companies,“ with The 
Guardian reporting - in early 2008 - more leaks over concerns about pension 


obligations and asbestos exposure.“ On 7 March 2008 it was announced that the 
outside broadcast division would be sold, as expected, to Satellite Information 
Services"?! - with a surprise announcement that the studios operation (employing 
around 350 staff at Television Centre and Elstree) would remain in BBC ownership.22! 


The BBC Costume and Wigs division closed in February 2008, as it was no longer 
commercially viable and the costumes were sold as a going concern to Angels 
Costumiers.“4 Following a lengthy sales process, which was announced in December 
2005 but delayed until August 2007, BBC Outside Broadcasts was sold in March 2008 
to SIS Communications." 


In August 2008 Mark Thomas became CEO of BBC Resources." On 1 December 2008 
the management team announced that nearly 200 jobs would be lost by June 2009 as 
part of a restructuring move to make the business smaller, more flexible and resilient to 
changes in demand.” This affected up to 38 editors, 26 assistants, as well as 
operational staff, administration and support staff.24 


In early June 2008, the fate of the third business was put on hold with the BBC stating 
that "for the time being, we are no longer actively in discussion with a buyer for Post 
Production" and that "like Studios, Post Production will remain within BBC Resources, 
which will continue to operate as a wholly owned commercial subsidiary of the BBC". 
The BBC staff newspaper Ariel had reported on 18 March that Post's 400 staff had been 
told that the BBC "may need to look at other solutions if the business is not sold at this 
stage". Figures show that £3.4m had been spent on "consultants, legal and internal 
costs" during the sell-off.“# The sale of BBC Outside Broadcasts generated a profit of 
£7.7 million.22 


In April 2009 the company announced it was merging the Studios and Post Production 
Ltd businesses, changing the company name to BBC Studios and Post Production and 
appointing a new leadership team.2a The company made a small trading loss in 2008- 
09. However, it made a small operating profit in 2009-10.24 


In 2010, BBC Studioworks made a stereoscopic 3D Strictly Come Dancing trail 

for Children in Need at Television Centre. Its 3D team, along with 3Ality Digitals 
Stereographer Scot Steele, provided full studio and post production services for the 
three-minute 3D film featuring an Argentinean tango.! 


In September 2012, Anna Mallett joined BBC Studio and Post Production as CEO! and 
led the company through the move out of Television Centre into two new locations - 
Elstree and South Ruislip. 


In October 2014, Anna Mallet left the company to take the lead in developing production 
proposals within the wider BBC. David Conway was appointed Managing Director of BBC 
Studios and Post Production from the role of Chief Operation Officer, which he held from 
May 2012.24 


In March 2017, BBC Studioworks announced that they and Elstree Studios will continue 
their partnership for at least another three years, until March 2020.25 


On November 25th 2019 it was announced by BBC Studioworks confirmed that they 
have renewed their partnership with Elstree Studios, and have extended the current 
arrangement to continue until at least March 2024.2% 


Studio Facilities| edit] 
Television Centre(edit] 


Television Centre being refurbished in 2015 


Up until 2013, BBC Studioworks operated four fully equipped permanent HD studios at 
the then BBC Television Centre in central London. It upgraded its largest studio, Studio 
TC1 to HD back in 20062 and supported Strictly Come Dancing, which was the first live 
HD entertainment show in the UK. Studio TC8 followed in 200722 and acted as the hub 
for the global Live Earth concerts in July of that year, supporting 22 hours of live HD 
coverage going out to over 135 countries across the world.&" Studio TC4 was upgraded 
to HD in September 2008.2 The last studio to go HD at Television Centre was Studio 
TC6, also thought to be the UK's first 1080p/50 Hz 3D capable TV studio.2! Upon the 
closure of Television Centre in 31 March 2013, Studios 1, 2 and 3 (in addition to other 
technical areas) were refurbished. 


In September 2017, BBC Studioworks re-opened the three studios at Television Centre, 
alongside a range of post-production facilities and ancillary areas.22, Studio TC1 became 
a UHD-capable television studio, equipped with Sony HDC-4300 cameras.24 TC2 and 
TC3's galleries and floors were also upgraded, including significant audio-related 
improvements.22 


ITV Daytime at Television Centre| edit] 


In late 2017 it was announced that BBC Studioworks would provide studio space and 
production facilities for ITV Daytime programmes, as they prepared to move from Ihe 
London Studios on the South Bank. ITV would sublet Studios 2 and 3 at Television 
Centre from BBC Studioworks under a five-year deal, along with production offices and 
production facilities at Television Centre. ITV Daytime would also hire office facilities in 
the White City area near Television Centre from Stanhope Developers. 


In January 2018, in a joint project between BBC Studioworks and ITV, Studios 2 and 3 
were refitted to accommodate the production sets for Lorraine and Loose Women shows 
in Studio 2 with Good Morning Britain and This Morning in Studio 3. A dedicated 
production area was created for the ITV Daytime shows adjacent to the studios, along 
with dressing rooms, green rooms, make-up, wardrobe and hospitality. 


In April 2018 the first live editions of Good Morning Britain, Lorraine, This 
Morning and Loose Women broadcast from Television Centre aired on ITV on Monday 16 
April 2018. 


In the 3,430 sq ft (319 m?) Studio 2, the sets for Lorraine and Loose Women are non- 
permanent sets and are moved daily. Peston, the ITV political programme, is also made 
in Studio 2 on Wednesday evenings. Whilst not an ITV programme, from 13 January 


2019 onwards, Channel 4's Sunday Brunch has been made in Studio 2 on Sunday 
mornings. 


In the 8,000 sq ft (740 m?) Studio 3, the sets for Good Morning Britain and This 
Morning are permanent fixtures in the studio and are built back-to-back.24 


Originally the plan was to have ITV Daytime shows use the studios at Television Centre 
for around five years, with ITV Daytime moving back to their old Southbank location in a 
newly redeveloped and built studio centre. However, in October 2018 it was announced 
that ITV had dropped their plans to return to the Southbank site. ITV chief executive 
Carolyn McCall has confirmed they plan to sell all of the South Bank site and will not 
build the proposed three new smaller studios there. Instead, ITV will remain at 
Television Centre and will extend their sublet agreement with BBC Studioworks and 
Stanhope Developers, 22281391 


BBC Elstree Centre(edit] 


Through the Keyhole is filmed at Studioworks' Elstree D 


BBC Studioworks provides facilities at BBC Elstree Centre in Borehamwood. These 
include the external set for EastEnders and medical drama Holby City. With the sale and 
partial closure of Television Centre, Studio D at Elstree has since been utilised for many 
of the BBC's large studio productions; such as Children in Need, and the BBC's 2015 
General Election coverage. 


In 2010, BBC Studioworks carried out a major technology refresh for EastEnders at its 
Elstree site in Hertfordshire, introducing new HD and tapeless workflows to support the 
show as it moved to HD in autumn 2010.44 


The company's studios and post production facilities in Elstree remain in operation, with 
BBC Studioworks continuing to provide Studio D on the BBC Elstree site for hire. 


Elstree StudiosS(edit] 


Celebrity Juice is filmed at Elstree Studios 


At Elstree Film Studios, co-investments were made to Stage 8 and Stage 9, both 

7,500 sq ft (700 m?), by Studioworks and Elstree Studios in 2013 to open them as TV 
studios. New laser-levelled floors and permanent HD galleries were installed and green 
rooms and dressing rooms for talent were also improved. 


In July 2013, BBC Studioworks completed the build of a brand new gallery suite at the 
George Lucas Stages at Elstree Film Studios to support large-scale TV productions. 

“u The galleries are located on the ground floor with direct access onto Stages 1 and 2 
and equipped with HD technology redeployed from BBC Television Centre, as well as 
new technology and a series of upgrades. These stages have since hosted shows such 
as Strictly Come Dancing, The Voice and A League of Their Own. 


In March 2015, BBC Studioworks upgraded its audio production gallery at the George 
Lucas Stage to a Studer Vista X large-scale mixing console technology for broadcast. "2 


In March 2017, BBC Studioworks announced that they and Elstree Studios will continue 
their partnership for at least another three years, until March 2020. BBC Studioworks 
confirmed "The arrangement with Elstree Studios bolstered Studioworks’ existing 
presence in Elstree, where it already sold Studio D (on the BBC Elstree site) to the 
market as well as services to other productions resident in the area. However, due to its 
success at Elstree, Studioworks will expand its business by retaining its enlarged 
presence in Elstree. This includes both studios and post production operations. “225! 


On November 25th 2019 it was announced by BBC Studioworks confirmed that they 
have renewed their partnership with Elstree Studios, and have extended the current 
arrangement to continue until at least March 2024.“ 


Other facilities/edit] 


In October 2010, BBC Studioworks secured a multimillion-pound contract with Endemol, 
providing studios and post production services for Channel 4's Deal or No Deal at the 
Paintworks in Bristol. As part of the deal, BBC Studioworks took over the lease of the 
studio. 1s In 2013, the company then moved the Deal or No Deal production to Bristol 
City Council's The Bottle Yard Studios when the Paintworks facility was closed for 
redevelopment. 


Post-production / Digital Media Services| edit] 


In March 2011 BBC Studioworks expanded its digital restoration and archive services by 
investing in Scanity from Digital Film Technology, a 2K film to file scanner.“2 It also 
installed a new digital Media Hub facility in April 2011, providing centrally managed and 
highly scalable systems for global file delivery, transcoding, media storage, duplication, 
library digitisation and file-based quality check services.“ In autumn 2011 it digitally 
restored The Trumptonshire Trilogy for DVD and Blu-ray release.“2 This restoration 
project was met with wide acclaim, including coverage on various TV outlets. 


In October 2012, the company announced it would be moving its Digital Media Services 
business which preserves, re-masters and manages content through its archiving, 
restoration and digital distribution services, from BBC Television Centre in Central 
London to a new permanent facility at Odyssey Business Park, South Ruislip from early 
2013. The new facility opened in March 2013. In April 2014, BBC Studioworks' Digital 
Media Services business invested in Front Porch Digital DIVArchive content storage 
management and DIVAdirector digital asset management systems. Further 
technology upgrades were made in a TMD Mediaflex asset management system and a 
Pixit Media Storage solution in 2015.53 


In October 2015, BBC Studioworks announced plans to realign its business to place 
more focus on its core services of studios and post production related activity by 
moving out of certain non-core digital media handling activities. As part of the 
realignment, the Digital Media Services (DMS) arm of the business, based in South 


Ruislip, ceased trading in its current form.£ The company stated that it remains 
committed to its studio and post production operations in Elstree, and other locations. 


BBC Costume + Wigs[edit] 


Up until 2008, BBC Costume and Wigs - trading as part of BBC Resources’ Studios 
division - was the second largest collection of its kind in the UK, after the 

suppliers Angels The Costumiers. The department closed in February 2008, as it was no 
longer commercially viable. Its future had been under review for some time and after 
exploring a range of options, the management team concluded that the best option was 
to close the department and dispose of the stock.™! 


The initial sale of the collection fell through - the interested party was thought to have 
been prop hire company Superhire - and on 14 February 2008 the department ceased 
trading,©= with a BBC spokeswoman adding that "the arrangements [the corporation] 
was pursuing have not worked out and BBC Resources is currently inviting interested 
parties to consider making an offer to purchase."= 


The costume collection - consisting of over one million items - was eventually sold to 
costume house Angels and Bermans on 30 March 2008.“ This allowed for the BBC 
costume stock to remain within the UK, and be available to British and international TV 
and film productions in the future.&4 


The collection of wigs was sold separately to The Wig Store Limited; a management 
buy-out put together by Philippa Devon and Alan Godleman.=! 
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This article is about a limited company operating between 1922 and 1926. For the 
corporation that followed, see BBC. 


This article includes a list of references, but its sources remain 
unclear because it has insufficient inline citations. Please 
help to improve this article by introducing more precise 
citations. (October 2011) (Learn how and when to remove this template 
message) 


The British Broadcasting Company Ltd (BBC) was a British commercial company 
formed on 18 October 1922 by British and American electrical companies doing 
business in the United Kingdom (and anxious to build sales of their products by ensuring 
that there were radio broadcasts to which their radio-buying customers could listen) and 


licensed by the British General Post Office. Its original office was located on the second 
floor of Magnet House, the GEC buildings in London and consisted of a room and a small 
antechamber. On 14 December 1922, John Reith was hired to become the Managing 
Director of the company at that address. The company later moved its offices to the 
premises of the Marconi Company. The BBC as a commercial broadcasting company did 
not sell air time but it did carry a number of sponsored programmes paid for by British 
newspapers. On 31 December 1926, the company was dissolved, and its assets were 
transferred to the non-commercial and Crown Chartered British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC). 


Brief history[edit] 
Post Office stations/(edit] 


In Britain prior to 1922, the General Post Office (GPO) retained exclusive rights given to 
it by the government, to manage and control all means of mass communication—with 
the exception of the printed word for which authority had devolved to another 
governmental entity'’““2. The laws which evolved into the Wireless Telegraphy Act 1947, 
upon which all modern British communication laws are built in one way or another, 
concern four essential activities: 


e the establishment of a station for purposes of broadcasting, 
e the use of a station for purposes of broadcasting, 
e the installing of a transmitter or receiver, and the use of a transmitter or receiver. 


All four of these activities require a government licence which was originally granted by 
the General Post Office. !etatenneedeai 


"Electrical" post offices/edit] 


The invention of the electrical telegraph came under the control of the Telegraph Act 
1869 which was based upon a law that forbade the encoding of electrical cables with 
messages without a licence. The messages were viewed as electrical forms of a letter. 
This invention was followed by the wireless telegraph which was then placed under 


the Wireless Telegraphy Act 1904. 
Advent of wireless broadcasting([edit] 


In the US, the development of the telegraph, wireless telegraph, telephone and wireless 
telephony proceeded according to the dictates of entrepreneurial commercial interests 
concerned only with supply and demand for profit. Beginning in August 1920, 
commercial broadcasting stations programming to the general public had begun 
broadcasting in the United States, licensed by the Department of Commerce and 
offering several hours of programming, usually at night. Two of the first stations 

were WWJ in Detroit (then known as 8MK) and KDKA in Pittsburgh (which has claimed 
to be the first station specifically licensed for commercial broadcasting; however 
commercial licences were actually not awarded until September 1921). These 
pioneering stations continue in daily 24-hour operation today under the ownership and 
management of CBS. 


In the United Kingdom, all broadcasts were licensed by the GPO, who were reluctant to 
license any fully commercial stations and only 'experimental’ stations were allowed on 
air. 


First test broadcasts/edit] 


Beginning in 1920, a number of licences were issued to British and American subsidiary 
companies in Britain for the purpose of conducting experimental transmissions under 
terms of a licence issued by the General Post Office in accordance with the Wireless 
Telegraphy Act 1904. On 15 June 1920, Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Company, Limited, 
in Chelmsford, Essex, was licensed to conduct an experimental broadcast from the New 
Street Works factory, featuring Dame Nellie Melba. The signal was received throughout 
Europe and as far as Newfoundland, Canada. Further transmissions were also made. 


Military intervention(edit] 


On 23 November 1920, the General Post Office halted all further transmissions due to 
complaints of alleged interference with military communications. As the number of 
wireless receiving sets increased during the early 1920s, the General Post Office came 
under extreme pressure from hobby listeners to allow the experimental wireless 
broadcasts to resume. 


Test transmissions resume(edit] 


On 14 February 1922, which was two years after ceasing their original transmissions, 
the Marconi Company was issued a licence for experimental transmissions under the 
call sign 2MT. Peter Eckersley was given charge of providing both the broadcast 
entertainment and the engineering. The station operated out of a hut in a field 

at Writtle near Chelmsford. 


On 11 May 1922, the Marconi Company was issued another licence for experimental 
broadcasts from a station identified as 2LO which was located at Marconi House in the 
Strand, London. The programme consisted of a boxing commentary of the fight 
between Kid Lewis and Georges Carpentier. Further tests were also advertised as 
demonstrations of "Wireless Telegraphy and Telephony" which were "subject to 
permission from the Postmaster General". These demonstrations were performed by the 
"Demonstration Department (of) Marconi's London Wireless Station 2LO". 


On 16 May 1922 the Metropolitan Vickers Company Ltd ("Metrovick") commenced test 
broadcasting from its own station in Manchester, identified as 2ZY. 


A committee is appointed [edit] 


On 23 May a committee of representatives was appointed from the "Big Six" companies 
- Marconi, Metropolitan-Vickers, Radio Communication Company, British Thomson- 
Houston, General Electric and Western Electric. The Post Office also pressed for the 
inclusion of a representative from the smaller firms manufacturing radio equipment in 
the UK - Frank Phillips of Burndept. George Campbell was one of the members on the 
committee. 


Incorporation and shares/[edit] 


On 18 October 1922 the British Broadcasting Company Ltd was incorporated under the 
Companies Acts 1908 to 1917 with a share capital of £60,006, with cumulative ordinary 


shares valued at £1 each.“ No further capital could be issued without the Postmaster- 
General's consent: 


The shares were equally held by six companies: 


e Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Company 

e Metropolitan Vickers Electrical Company 
e Radio Communication Company 

e The British Thomson-Houston Company 

e The General Electric Company 

e Western Electric Company 


The shareholders gave the BBC the benefit of their respective patents, and only radio 
sets supplied by BBC companies were permitted to be licensed to receive programmes. 
The ability of the shareholders to profit from the BBC was limited as part of the 
agreement with the Postmaster General: 


The holders of the Cumulative Ordinary Shares are entitled to receive out of the profits 
of the Company a fixed Cumulative Dividend at the rate of 7⁄2% per annum on the 
capital for the time being paid up thereon but are not entitled to any further or other 
participation in profits. 


Directors(edit] 


e The Rt. Hon. Lord Gainford, Headlam Hall, Gainford, Durham. (Chairman); 

e Geoffrey C. Isaacs, Marconi House, Strand, WC2. (Managing Director, Marconi's 
Wireless Telegraph Co.); 

e Archibald McKinstry, The Red Lodge, Southill Avenue, Harrow on the Hill. (Joint 
Managing Director of Metropolitan-Vickers Electrical Export Company); 

e Major Basil Binyon, "Hawtthorndene", Hayes, Kent. (Managing Director of Radio 
Communication Company); 

e John Gray, "Beaulieu", Park Farm Road, Bromley, Kent. (Chairman of the Hotpoint 
Electric Appliance Company) (BTH); 

e Sir William Noble, Magnet House, Kingsway, London WC2. (Director of The General 
Electric Company); 

e Henry Mark Pease, 18 Kensington Court Mansions, London W8. (Managing Director 
of Western Electric Company) 


The initial remit of the British Broadcasting Company was to establish a nationwide 
network of radio transmitters many of which had originally been owned by member 
companies, from which the BBC was to provide a national broadcasting service. 


International influences(edit] 


This section possibly contains original 
© research. Please improve it by verifying the claims made and 


adding inline citations. Statements consisting only of original 
research should be removed. (March 2014) (Learn how and when to 
remove this template message) 


The British Broadcasting Company was formed using a blueprint that the US Navy and 
the General Electric Company had attempted to institute in the USA. Early in World War 
l, all of the ship-to-shore and transatlantic radio stations controlled by a US subsidiary 


company of Marconi's Wireless Telegraph Company, Limited in Chelmsford, England, 
were seized and handed to the US Navy for the duration of the War. After the War, 
the US Congress forced the US Navy to divest itself of the stations and they turned to 
the General Electric Company which in 1919 formed a subsidiary called the Radio 
Corporation of America. With the US Navy on its board, RCA then absorbed the former 
Marconi stations. In 1926 RCA created the National Broadcasting Company, the first 
network in the United States. Peaking in the 1930s, there were attempts to bring all 
radio communications in America back under single monopoly control by using the 
patent laws. This move failed. 


The Western Electric Company Ltd in the UK was originally formed as a subsidiary 
of American Telephone and Telegraph Company (AT&T) in the USA where it served as 
its manufacturing subsidiary to equip the AT&T Bell Telephone system. 


The British Thomson-Houston Company Ltd was a controlled UK subsidiary of the 
General Electric Company in the USA. The Hotpoint Electric Appliance Company Ltd was 
formed by British Thomson-Houston (BTH) in 1921. 


The only other company later added to the original shareholders of the British 
Broadcasting Company Ltd was Burndept Limited. It represented the interests of over 
twenty small electrical manufacturers in the UK. 


Income@[edit] 


The British Broadcasting Company did not sell air time for commercials but its licence 
did allow for it to carry sponsored programming, and eight such sponsored broadcasts 
were aired in 1925. However, the main source of its income was from the sale of radio 
receiving sets and transmitters manufactured by its shareholding member companies 
as well as from a portion of the government (GPO) licence fee that had to be purchased 
by BBC listeners. 


1922-1926 BBC Timeline[edit] 
1922/edit] 


e 18 October: The British Broadcasting Company Ltd is formed but not registered. 
e 1 November: The first broadcast receiving licences are issued. 

o 14 November: 2LO begins broadcasting on medium wave from Marconi House 
to London. The first news bulletin is read by Arthur Burrows, the company's 
founding Director of Programmes. 

o 15 November: 5IT in Birmingham and 2ZY in Manchester begin broadcasting. All 
three BBC stations broadcast the General Election results. 

e 14 December: John C. W. Reith is hired as the Company's Managing Director. 

o 15 December: The British Broadcasting Company Ltd is registered as an 
incorporated company. 

o 24 December: 5NO begins broadcasting to Newcastle. 

o 30 December: John Reith begins work as Managing Director. 

o 31 December: 35,774 receiving licences have been issued by the General Post 
Office. The BBC has four employees. 


1923 [edit] 


18 January: Postmaster General Neville Chamberlain issues the British Broadcasting 
Company Ltd with a broadcasting licence from the General Post Office. 

13 February: 5WA begins broadcasting to Cardiff. 

6 March: 5SC begins broadcasting to Glasgow. 

16 March: The first return of shareholders is filed. Substantiated claim. (Clark 2010) 
1 May: New studios are opened at Savoy Hill. 

6 June: Edgar Wallace becomes the first British radio sports reporter when he makes 
a report on The Derby. 

29 August: The first network news bulletin is delivered by all BBC stations. 

28 September: First published edition of The Radio Times. 

1 October: Publication of Sykes Committee Report on Broadcasting. 

o 10 October: 2BD begins broadcasting to Aberdeen. 

o 17 October: 6BM begins broadcasting to Bournemouth. 

16 November: 6FL begins broadcasting to Sheffield as the first relay station. 

o 26 November: First experimental broadcast to North America. 

30 December: First landline relay from Radiola Paris, France. 

o 31 December: First broadcast of the Big Ben chimes. BBC staff numbers 177. 


1924 [edit] 


5 February: First daily broadcast of the Greenwich time signal. 

o 17 February: First daily broadcast of the Big Ben time signal. 

28 March 5PY begins broadcasting to Plymouth as a relay station. 

1 May: 2EH begins broadcasting to Edinburgh as a relay station. 

11 June: 6LV begins broadcasting to Liverpool as a relay station. 

8 July: 2LS begins broadcasting to Leeds and Bradford as a relay station. 

o 9 July: 5XX begins experimental broadcasts on long wave from Chelmsford. 

15 August: 6KH began broadcasting to Hull as a relay station. 

15 September: 2BE begins broadcasting to Belfast. 

o 16 September: 5NG begins broadcasting to Nottingham as a relay station. 

21 October: 6ST begins broadcasting to Stoke-on-Trent as a relay station. 

12 November: 2DE begins broadcasting to Dundee as a relay station. 

o 26 November: First transatlantic relay broadcast from KDKA, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, USA. 

12 December: 5SX begins broadcasting to Swansea as a relay station. 

o 31 December: Over 1 million receiving licences have been issued by the General 
Post Office. The BBC has 20 radio transmitting stations in operation and 465 
employees. 


1925 [edit] 


Various dates: Eight sponsored concerts are broadcast by the BBC. (See 

Briggs History, Vol.1, in reference section below.) 

3 April: BBC Deputy Managing Director Rear-Admiral Charles Carpendale becomes 
President of the First General Assembly of the International Broadcasting 

Union at Geneva, Switzerland. 


o 6 April: 2LO's transmitter power is increased with the move from Marconi House 
to the roof of Selfridges department store in Oxford Street. 

17 July: First published edition of The Radio Supplement. 

o 27 July: The 5XX experimental long wave station is moved from Chelmsford 
to Daventry where it commences regular broadcasting on 1600 metres. 

31 December: BBC staff numbers reach 658. 


1926(edit] 


4 January: John Reith begins to impose his dress code on the BBC's radio 
announcers, who must wear dinner jackets in the evening, as a mark of respect 
towards performers obliged to dress formally. 

16 January: Catholic priest and broadcaster Fr Ronald Knox broadcasts Broadcasting 
from the Barricades, a satirical news report of a fictional riot. A significant part of the 
public believes the programme to be genuine, and Knox's satire provokes a minor 
panic similar to that caused by Orson Welles's The War of the Worlds broadcast 
twelve years later. 

5 March: The Crawford Parliamentary Committee publishes its broadcasting report, 
which calls for the takeover of the British Broadcasting Company Ltd by a 
government-owned non-commercial British Broadcasting Commission. 

18 June: The BBC's Radio Supplement publication is replaced by its new 

periodical, World Radio. 

22 July: Final return of shareholders filed. Substantiated claim. (Clark 2010) 

14 November: The International Broadcasting Union publishes its Geneva Plan, 
which reduces the number of BBC wavelengths. This forces the company to move 
towards a restructuring of its services which will see most of its local radio stations 
replaced by regional stations. 

16 December: Over 100 staff and directors of the British Broadcasting Company Ltd 
attend a dinner party given for Prime Minister Stanley Baldwin. 

20 December: Publication of the Crown charter and licence agreements creating 

the British Broadcasting Corporation. 

31 December: The General Post Offices has issued 2% million receiving licences. The 
contracts of 773 British Broadcasting Company staff are terminated and, with the 
dissolution of the company, shareholders are paid at par value. All assets, plant and 
copyrights held by the British Broadcasting Company are transferred to the 
Postmaster General. 


1927 [edit] 


1 January: The British Broadcasting Corporation is established, and all assets 
received by the Postmaster General from the British Broadcasting Company are 
transferred. John Reith takes office as the first Director General, and all staff 
previously employed by the Company are engaged under new contracts to the 
Corporation. 


See also[edit] 


EIGSBBC portal 


BBC Radio, a specific article about BBC domestic radio broadcasting services 
Radio Drama Company, a BBC company of actors established in 1939 


e BBC Television, a specific article about BBC domestic television services 
e BBC World Service, a specific article about BBC external radio and television 
broadcasting services 
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Coat of arms of the BBC 


[Armiger The BBC 

‘Adopted 1927 

[Crest On a Wreath of the Colours, a Lion passant 
Or, grasping in the dexter fore-paw a 
Thunderbolt proper.” 

[Torse A Wreath of the Colours 

|Blazon Azure a Terrestrial Globe proper encircled 


by an Annulet Or, and seven Estoiles in 


Orle Argent. 


| Supporters On either side an Eagle, wings addorsed 


proper collared Azure pendant therefrom a 


Bugle horn stringed Or." 


Motto Nation shall speak peace unto Nation”! 


Other Badge - A Thunderbolt proper thereon a 


elements Pellet inscribed with the letters BBC Or.” 


The coat of arms of the BBC was adopted in March 1927 to represent the purpose 
and values of the corporation. It is seldom used nowadays except for ceremonial 
purposes. 


Elements[edit] 


The various elements of the coat of arms were chosen to provide a heraldic translation 
of the qualities of the BBC. 


e Lion — the crest of the coat of arms has a lion above the helmet. The lion is 
the national animal of the UK and indicates the BBC's British identity. 
e Thunderbolt — The lion grasps a thunderbolt in its outstretched paw, this to 
represent broadcasting itself (transmission). 
e Eagles — In heraldic language the two eagles which grasp the shield are 
"supporters". Eagles were chosen to depict the inherent speed of broadcasting. Both 
eagles have bugles suspended from their collars, representing "proclamation", i.e. 
the public service element of broadcasting. 
e Motto — The coat of arms features the BBC motto, "Nation shall speak peace unto 
Nation" 
e Shield 
o Globe — the globe in the shield of the coat of arms represents the scope and 
breadth of the BBC's operations 

o Estoiles — Around the globe are seven estoiles, heraldic symbols for divine 
goodness and nobility. Their place in the shield increase the representation of 
the scope and breadth of the corporation. They also symbolise the seven planets 
in the Solar System other than the Earth. (The arms were granted prior to the 
discovery of Pluto in 1930, which was classified as a planet from that time until 
2006. )2 


The background of the shield, the mantling (drapery depicted tied to the helmet above 
the shield) and the collars of the eagles are blue (azure in heraldry)." 


The style of the coat of arms has changed considerably over time; from the style of the 
motto, the formality of the lion and eagles, the alignment of the shield (it was tilted in 
early versions, and is now perfectly straight) and the addition of a compartment (the 
design placed under the shield, a grassy mound in the BBC coat of arms). 


Motto[edit] 


The idealistic BBC motto is most likely based on biblical verses from the Book of 

Micah and the Book of Isaiah: “Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war anymore. In 1934 the motto was changed 

to “Quaecunque", meaning "Whatsoever". This was inspired by St Paul's Epistle to the 
Philippians 4:8:4 

DE CETERO FRATRES QUAECUMQUE SUNT VERA QUAECUMQUE PUDICA QUAECUMQUE 
IUSTA QUAECUMQUE SANCTA QUAECUMQUE AMABILIA QUAECUMQUE BONAE FAMAE SI 
QUA VIRTUS SI QUA LAUS HAEC COGITATE 


English (King James Bible): 


Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on 
these things. 


This inspired the dedication that appears in the entrance hall of Broadcasting House: 


DEO OMNIPOTENTI TEMPLUM HOC ARTIUM ET MUSARUM ANNO DOMINI MCMXXXI 
RECTORE JOHANNI REITH PRIMI DEDICANT GUBERNATORES PRECANTES UT MESSEM 
BONAM BONA PROFERAT SEMENTIS UT IMMUNDA OMNIA ET INIMICA PACI EXPELLANTUR 
UT QUAECUNQUE PULCHRA SUNT ET SINCERA QUACUNQUE BONAE FAMAE AD HAEC 
AVREM INCLINANS POPULUS VIRTUTIS ET SAPIENTIAE SEMITAM INSISTAT 


English: 


This Temple of the Arts and Muses is dedicated to Almighty God by the first Governors 
of Broadcasting House in the year 1931, Sir John Reith being Director-General. It is their 
prayer that good seed sown may bring forth a good harvest, that all things hostile to 
peace or purity may be banished from this house, and that the people, inclining their 
ear to whatsoever things are beautiful and honest and of good report, may tread the 
path of wisdom and uprightness. 


In 1948 the motto reverted to the original.™ 


Usage[edit] 


Prior to 1986, the logo was used on a few sources, mainly BBC documentation and 
stationery, such as the BBC Handbook, or for some uses around some of the studios. In 
those occurrences, the coat of arms would not be used directly, but used subtly on 
other furniture, such as the bollards outside New Broadcasting House, Manchester." 


Following the redesign in 1986, the coat of arms was used much more frequently 
alongside the main logo. Some examples include: 


e Inthe BBC's "virtual" news set, used between 1993 and 1999, much of what was 
seen was computer generated using Silicon Graphics systems. The titles opened to 
the BBC News logo overlaid on the spinning globe. The shot widened to include the 
whole coat of arms and finally the whole set (of which only the newsreaders and 
parts of the desk were real). The coat of arms, studio lights, floor and the majority of 
the desk were all computer generated." 

e The generic BBC News titles prior to 1993 used a transmitter as its icon, similar to 
that used on the coat of arms. 


e The coat of arms featured on flags from BBC studios, and on signage for the studios 
themselves.“ 

e The BBC outtakes programme Auntie's Bloomers featured a set of large shelves with 
tape records, dusty corners and industrial lift shafts, meant to represent the BBC 
Archives. The centre of this set is Terry Wogan's desk where he provides his 
commentary. The floor in this central section features a large version of the coat of 
arms. 

e The coat of arms featured heavily on publications, including back covers and on the 
spines of books. 


The coat of arms has since largely been superseded by the BBC blocks logo from 1997. 
81 |t has not been abandoned by the corporation, but no longer appears on programmes 
or prominently in BBC publications, buildings or other locations. 


Badgeledit] 


The BBC was also granted a heraldic badge of: A Thunderbolt proper thereon a Pellet 
inscribed with the letters BBC Or. 


See also[edit] 
EIEISBBC portal 


e Logo of the BBC 
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The Board of Governors of the BBC was the governing body of the British 
Broadcasting Corporation. It consisted of twelve people who together regulated 


the BBC and represented the interests of the public. It existed from 1927 until it was 
replaced by the BBC Trust on 1 January 2007. 


The governors were independent of the Director-General and the rest of the BBC's 
executive team. They had no direct say in programme-making, but were nevertheless 
accountable to Parliament and to licence fee payers for the BBC's actions. Although a 
‘state broadcaster’, the BBC is theoretically protected from government interference 
due to the statutory independence of its governing body. 


The Governors' role was to appoint the Director-General (and in earlier years, other key 
BBC staff). They approved strategy and policy, set objectives, oversaw complaints, and 
produced Annual Reports that documented the BBC's performance and compliance each 
year. 


The role of chairman of the Board of Governors, though a non executive, was one of the 
most important positions in British media. 


Appointments[edit] 


Governors were usually appointed from senior positions in various walks of British 
society. Appointments were part-time positions and lasted for four (formerly five) years. 
Four governors were given specific responsibilities: for Scotland, Wales, Northern 
Ireland and the English regions. 


Governors were nominally appointed by the monarch on the advice of ministers. In 
practice, governors were chosen by the government of the day. This has led to claims of 
political interference, in particular during the years of Margaret Thatcher's premiership. 


Controversy|edit] 


The Thatcher government appointed a succession of governors with the apparent intent 
of bringing the BBC “into line" with government policy. Marmaduke Hussey was 
appointed chairman of the Board of Governors apparently with the specific agenda of 
bringing down the then-Director-General Alasdair Milne; this government also broke the 
tradition of always having a trade union leader on the Board of Governors. 


BBC director general Mark Thompson said "staff were “quite mystified” by the rise of 
Margaret Thatcher but that there was “less overt tribalism” among its journalists. 


It has also been suggested that Harold Wilson's appointment of the former Tory 
minister Lord Hill as chairman of the Board of Governors in 1967 was motivated by a 
desire to undermine the radical, questioning agenda of Director-General Sir Hugh 
Greene - ironically Wilson had attacked the appointment of Hill as Chairman of 

the Independent Television Authority by a Conservative government in 1963. 


In January 2004 Gavyn Davies, who had been appointed chairman of the Board of 
Governors by the Labour government in 2001, resigned in the wake of the Hutton 
Inquiry. Lord Ryder, previously a Conservative Member of Parliament and a member of 
Margaret Thatcher's personal staff, replaced him as Acting Chairman. It has been 
claimed that Ryder and other Conservatives on the Board of Governors were effectively 
responsible for "forcing out" Director-General Greg Dyke, who had not initially believed 
that his offer of resignation would be accepted by the Governors. 


In May 2004, Michael Grade took over as permanent chairman. He was to be the last 
permanent chairman of the Board of Governors. 


Chairmen of the Board of Governors/edit] 


e Lord Gainford (chairman of the British Broadcasting Company, before incorporation) 
(1922) 

e Earl of Clarendon (first chairman of the British Broadcasting Corporation) (1927) 

e John Henry Whitley (1930) 

e Viscount Bridgeman (1935) 

e Ronald Collet Norman (1935) 

e Sir Allan Powell (1940) 

e Lord Inman (1947) 

e Lord Simon of Wythenshawe (1947) 

Sir Alexander Cadogan (1952) 

Sir Arthur fforde (1957) 

Sir James Fitzjames Duff (1964) 

Lord Normanbrook (1964) 

Lord Hill of Luton (1967) 

Sir Michael Swann (1973) 

Sir George Howard, latterly Lord Howard of Henderskelfe (1980) 

Stuart Young (1983) 

Sir Marmaduke Hussey, latterly Lord Hussey of North Bradley (1986) 

Sir Christopher Bland (1996) 

Gavyn Davies (October 2001 - 28 January 2004) 

Lord Ryder of Wensum (acting chairman) (28 January 2004 - 17 May 2004) 

Michael Grade (17 May 2004 - 28 November 2006) 


The last Board of Governors[edit] _ 


The governors as of the board's dissolution on 31 December 2006 were: 


Anthony Salz (Acting Chairman) 

Ranjit Sondhi (Governor for the English regions) 

Fabian Monds (National Governor for Northern Ireland) 

Merfyn Jones (National Governor for Wales) 

Jeremy Peat (National Governor for Scotland) 

Deborah Bull 

Andrew Burns 

e Dermot Gleeson 

e Angela Sarkis 

e Richard Tait 

e Note: Michael Grade had left the BBC before the dissolution of the board to take up 
the position of Executive Chairman at rival broadcaster ITV plc. 
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This article is about the UK listings magazine. For the US radio series, see Radio Times 
with Marty Moss-Coane. 


Radio Times 
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Editor Mark Frith 


Categories TV and radio listings magazine 


Frequency Weekly 


Circulation 577,087 (January - June 2018)” 


First issue 28 September 1923; 96 years ago 
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Immediate Media Company (since 2011) 


Country United Kingdom 
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Language British English 
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Radio Times is a British weekly magazine which provides radio and television listings. 
It was the world's first broadcast listings magazine”! when it was founded in 1923 

by John Reith, then general manager of the British Broadcasting Company (from 1927 
the British Broadcasting Corporation). 


It was published entirely in-house by BBC Magazines from 1937"! until 2011 when the 
BBC Magazines division was merged into Immediate Media Company.“ In 2017 it was 
bought by the German media group Hubert Burda.” 


History and publication[edit] 


Cover of the first issue (28 September 1923) 


Radio Times was first issued on 28 September 1923! for the price of 2d, carrying details 
of BBC wireless programmes (newspapers at the time boycotted radio listings, fearing 
that increased listenership might decrease their sales™). It included a 'Message to 
"listeners"' by the BBC's chairman, Lord Pease.2% 


Initially, Radio Times was a combined enterprise between the British Broadcasting 
Company and the publisher George Newnes, who type-set, printed and distributed the 
magazine. In 1925 the BBC assumed full editorial control, but printing and distribution 
could not begin in-house until 1937.24 The Radio Times established a reputation for 
using leading writers and illustrators, and the covers from the special editions are now 
collectable design classics. 


Masthead from the 25 December 1931 edition, including the BBC motto "Nation shall speak 
peace unto nation" 


In 1928, Radio Times announced a regular series of 'experimental television 
transmissions by the Baird process’ for half an hour every morning. The launch of the 
first regular 405-line television service by the BBC was reflected with television listings 
in the Radio Times London edition of 23 October 1936.“22 Thus Radio Times became 
the first television listings magazine in the world. Initially only two pages in each edition 
were devoted to television. However, on 8 January 1937 the magazine published a 
lavish photogravure supplement“ and by September 1939, there were three pages of 
television listings. 


Britain declared war on Germany on 3 September 1939 and television broadcasting 
ceased. Radio listings continued throughout the war with a reduced service, but by 
1944, paper rationing meant editions were only 20 pages of tiny print on thin paper. 
When television resumed, the Radio Times expanded with regional editions were 
introduced from 29 July 1945. In 1953 the television listings, which had been in the back 
of the magazine, were placed alongside the daily radio schedules and on 17 February 
1957, the television listings were moved to a separate section at the front with radio 
listings relegated to the back, a terrestrial day's television was sometimes spread over 
up to three double-spreads mixed with advertisements, but this format was phased out 
when independent publishers were allowed to publish television programme schedules. 


Since it published on Tuesdays (its publication day having gradually moved forward 
from Fridays over many years) and carried listings for the following Saturday through to 
Friday (this began in 1960, before which issues ran Sunday to Saturday; the changeover 
meant that Saturday 8 October 1960 was listed twice). 


Radio Times ceased carrying cigarette advertising from 5 September 1969. Since 
Christmas 1969, a double-sized issue has been published each December containing 
listings for two weeks of programmes. Originally, this covered Christmas and New 

Year listings, but in some years these appear in separate editions, with the two-week 
period ending just before New Year. The cover of the 'Christmas Number' (as this issue 
came to be called) dating from the time when it contained just a single week's listings, 
usually features a generic festive artwork, atypical for the magazine, which since the 
1970s has almost exclusively used as a 7V7imes-style photographic covers for all other 
issues. 


On 1 September 1984, web-offset printing was used for the first time, and the magazine 
became brighter and more colourful, with newsprint and sheets of gravure replaced by 
black ink and white paper, including the new "today at a glance" for BBC television 
listings on the right page, and from June 1990 the entire magazine was published 

in colour. 


Before the deregulation of television listings on 1 March 1991, the four weekly listings 
magazines were as follows: 


e Radio Times carried programme listings for BBC radio and television channels as 
well as BBC Local Radio stations in your regional area since 1967. 

e The ITV-published magazine 7VTimes (also known as 7VTimes Magazine from 3 
October 1981 to 6 October 1984), launched on 22 September 1955 carried 
television programme listings for ITV, and Channel 4 (including S4C in 
the Wales edition) from November 1982. 

e Rupert Murdoch's publication 7V Guide (not to be confused with the American 
magazine of the same name), launched on 25 March 1989 carrying the Astra 
satellite television listings for Sky Television channels including Eurosport, MTV 
Europe, RTL Véronique (for English language programmes), Screensport, The 
Children's Channel, Lifestyle and a highlights of BBC, ITV, Channel 4 and British 
Satellite Broadcasting listings as well. It became a monthly magazine from 1991, 
and it was later absorbed by Satellite TV Europe magazine in 1992.04 

e Inthe Republic of Ireland, Raidió Teilifís Eireann publishes the RTÉ Guide (formerly 
as the RTV Guide) launched in December 1961 which offers detailed programme 
listings for RTE Television and RTE Radio channels, while early on listings were 
carried for BBC Northern Ireland but were later dropped in 1966 and only RTE 
programme listings were carried until 13 April 1991. 


Today both publications carry listings for all major terrestrial, cable and satellite 
television channels in the United Kingdom and following deregulation, new listings 
magazines such as IPC Media's What's on TV and Bauer Media Group's TV Quick began 
to be published. 


While the major refresh on 31 August 1991, the highlights section was scrapped and 
replaced by the number of satellite channels (on the left-hand side) in the daytime 
listings with "at a glance" (on the right-hand side), then followed by evening's television 
listings. On 5 September 1992, Radio Times devoted two pages of satellite and cable 
channels to making up the six pages of television listings for a day: 


Category Channels 


Sky Movies Plus, The Movie Channel, Sky Movies Gold (from 1 October 1992 
replacing The Comedy Channel) 


Movies 


Sport Sky Sports, Eurosport, Screensport (absorbed by Eurosport from 1 March 1993) 


News Sky News, CNN International 


Sky One, The Comedy Channel (until 30 September 1992), UK Gold (from 1 
November 1992), Lifestyle (until 24 January 1993), The Children's Channel, MTV 
Europe, TV Asia, The Adult Channel (removed from 19 December 1992) 


Entertainme 
nt 


Bravo, Discovery Channel, Learning Channel, Super 
Channel, Asiavision, Home Video Channel (removed from 19 December 1992) 


Cable 


During 1993, Radio Times had several changes as part of the shake-up for radio and 
television listing pages, starting on 5 June, the radio listings is given a radical makeover 
with highlights on the right-hand side, including Virgin 1215, Classic FM and BBC World 
Service were added on each pages, and then on 25 September (before marking its 70th 
anniversary), the daytime television listings with "at a glance" is now on the right page, 
but however the advertisements were occupied on the left page. 


Radio Times’ design was refreshed on 3 September 1994 as the television listings had 
the day's name written vertically with "today's choices" replacing "at a glance" on the 
left of a page, while the major revamp on 25 September 1999, which also changed the 
"letters" section beginning on the front pages and primetime television listings from two 
narrow columns to one wide column, and lasted until 13 April 2001 (shortly 

before Easter), which saw the new masthead title with the BBC's corporated 

typeface Gill Sans (until 2004) and the programme pages with eight pages of television 
listings reverted to having the day running across the top of the page horizontally. 


On 26 November 2002, NTL and BBC Worldwide announced a major new agreement 
that will offer an exclusive and tailored edition of Radio Times to every customer across 
the United Kingdom for every week it will be delivered directly to subscribers’ homes. 
The special NTL edition of Radio Times replaces the monthly Cable Guide, which ran 
from September 1986 to December 2002, will contain programme information for NTL 
channels (including all terrestrial channels) with Front Row's pay-per-view movies and 
events will also be included. Subscribers will be offered the first four weekly issues of 
the new title for the same price as the existing monthly magazine, will be delivered free 
to homes in time for the first programme week of 4 January 2003, both companies will 
actively and jointly market the new edition. 


On 30 October 2004, the programme listings pages have been revamped with the 
regional variations is now at the bottom of daytime section as well as the same spread 
on the five main channels including BBC Three, BBC Four, ITV2 and ITV3 (launched on 1 
November) now appear on digital/cable on the right page and a "Kids' TV" section in a 
single page on the left, also on 22 May 2007, two extra pages of television listings per 
day were added as part of a slight tweak in the publication's format, bringing it up to 
ten pages of listings per day in total, or five double-page spreads: one page of 
highlights with daytime listings and regional variations, followed by two pages of 
evening's terrestrial television listings (with "at a glance" for digital channels until 
2010), then six pages of listings for digital, satellite and cable channels. 


Until 2009, the listings issued a warning phrase "contains strong language" used 
for BBC television programmes from 9:00pm during the hours of watershed restrictions. 


The most sweeping change came into effect on 10 April 2010 as Radio Times went 
through a major overhaul with the two pages for latest reviews of highlights ("choices") 
that similar to 7V7Times, while the daytime listings moved onto the evening section 


having the full day's output for the five main channels on one double-page spread to 
complete the set: 


e Choices (includes "pick of the day" and "Discover TV") e Satellite and 
e Main channels (with daytime listings and regional variations) e Films/Sport 
e Freeview e Radio (include: 


Other changes saw the addition of electronic program guide numbers into the channel 
headers, and include director and year of production details on all Film4 movies 
throughout the day, then on 20 February 2016 after the closure of the BBC 

Three channel, Radio Times now includes BBC Four in the main channels section 

with Channel 5 being relegated to the Freeview section pages. 


Circulation(edit] 


By the 1950s Radio Times had grown to be the magazine with the largest circulation 
in Europe, with an average sales of 8.8 million in 1955.25 In the mid-1970s it was just 
over four million while as of 2013 it is just over one million. 


The latest circulation figure (January 2013 - January 2014) for the Radio Times is 
831,591 (¥ 6.9%) making it third in the TV listings magazine market behind TV 
Choice (1,374,813 å 11.8%) and What's on TV (1,049,558 ¥ 14.1%).2 


Advertising/edit] 


After the deregulation of television listings, there was strong criticism from other listings 
magazines that Radio Times was advertised on the BBC (as well as on commercial 
channels), saying that it gave unfair advantage to a publication bearing the "If it's on... 
it's in!" tagline. 


The case went to court, but the outcome was that as the Radio Times had close 
connections with the BBC it would be allowed to be advertised by the BBC; however 
from 1992 until 2004, it must be a static picture of the cover and show clear disclaimer 
"Other television listings magazines are available" leading to the phrase entering 
common public usage for a time. laton needed 


By the early 2000s, advertisements for the publication had become sparse on the BBC. 
(cttation neede The Radio Times has not been promoted on BBC television and radio channels 
since 2005, following complaints by rival publications that the promotions were unfair 
competition.24 


Industrial disputes/(edit] 


Missing issues| edit] 


For various reasons, some issues were not printed. These include:22 


Ioue Issue date Reason 
No. 
138 14May1926 |General 


strike 


21 February 
1947 


1221 Fuel crisis 


28 February 
1947 


8 September 


1404 1950 


13 October 
1950 


20 October 


1408 1950 


Printing 


27 October Hagi 


1950 


3012 1 August 1981 


3099 2 April 1983 


3100 9 April 1983 


3 December 


3134 1983 


Diminished form[edit] 


Printing disputes and other operational difficulties have also led to the magazine 
appearing in a different formats to the standard: 


ee _ 
1342 1 July 1949 London edition printed by The Daily Graphic 


15 September 
1404 1950 
Nine-day issue, northern edition printed as 
a tabloid 
3 November 
1408 1950 


24 February 
1685 1956 
1686 2 March 1956 


1687 9 March 1956 
Printed as a broadsheet in Paris, France 
1688 16 March 1956 
1689 23 March 1956 
1690 30 March 1956 


11 November Cover printed in monochrome 
2870 1978 


18 November 
1978 


2871 


2872 25 November 


1978 


2951 31 May 1980 


Layout colours(edit] 


From 2 June to 21 December 1990, Radio Times launches the magazine in full colour for 
the first time which ended monochrome for many years, as from now, the programme 
page headings were: 


Category Colour 


Films Deep pink 


l Televisio 


Dark blue 
n ea 
Radio | Medium. 

turquoise 


The day's listings beginning with "at a glance", followed by BBC Television channels 
(for BBC One in vermilion and BBC Two in spring green) and BBC Radio stations were 
also shown inside the coloured block halfway down the side of each page, which had a 
different colour for each day: 


Day Colour 


Saturday | Red 


Sunday Orange 


Monday Magenta 


Tuesday Chartreus 


to) 


Wednesd 


ay Purple 


Thursday | Salmon 


Friday Green 


These colours were slightly different from those that were changed on 22 December 
1990, through until 29 October 2004: 


Day Colour 


Saturday | Red 


Royal 
Sunday Sine 


Monday Amber 


Tuesday Indigo 


Wednesd 


Green 
ay oa res 


Thursday | Cerise 


Friday Verdigris 


4 


he channel logos arrived on 16 February 1991 as the same date for the new BBC 
ne and BBC Two station idents, when they started covering all channels to identify the 


O 


colours in adjacent column, before rebranding the BBC's corporate logo on 4 October 
1997: 


Channel Feet 
[ BBC One a 
ITV Silver 

i Channel 4 Black 
Channel 5 (from 30 March | Yellow 


1997) 


From 25 September 1999 to 13 April 2001, the programme page headings were 
returned as showing inside the coloured block vertically for each page which is similar 
to the short-lived 1990 layout: 


Category Colour 


Televisio | Dark 
n orange 


Radio Sea green 


On 30 October 2004, the colours were later changed the day's listings for Tuesday 

in lavender, Wednesday in mint leaf, Friday in navy blue, and from 10 April 2010, the 
colours changed once again were Sunday in navy blue, Monday in yellow, Tuesday 

in glaucous, Thursday in mauve and Friday in indigo. 


Editors([edit] 


There have been 18 editors of Radio Times to date (including one uncredited and one 
returning) since the magazine began publication :n%2% 


e Leonard Crocombe (1923-1926) e Brian Gearing (1979-1988) 

e Walter Fuller (1926-1927) e Nicholas Brett (1988-1996) 

e Eric Maschwitz (1927-1933) e Sue Robinson (1996-2000) 

e Maurice Gorham (1933-1941) e Nicholas Brett (returned) (2001 
e Gordon Stowell (1941-1944) e Nigel Horne (2001-April 2002) 
e Tom Henn (1944-1954) e Liz Vercoe (uncredited) (April z 
e Douglas G Williams (1954-1968) e Gill Hudson (August 2002-Aug 
e CJ Campbell Nairne (1968-1969) e Ben Preston (September 2009 
e Geoffrey Cannon (1969-1979) e Mark Frith (2017-present) 


Regional editions[edit] 


There are several regional editions, which each contain different listings for regional 
programming. All editions of Radio Times carry variations for adjoining regions and local 
radio listings. 


When it began on 28 September 1923, there was just a single national edition, but from 
10 October 1926 there were three separate editions 

- Southern, Northern and Scottish/U/ster. They were published until 7 January 1934 
when Radio Times reverted back to one edition: 


Edition BBC wireless stations 


UTEN 2LO (London), 5IT (Birmingham), 5WA (Cardiff), 6BM (Bournemouth), 
5PY (Plymouth), 5NG (Nottingham), 6ST (Stoke), 5SX (Swansea) 

onrem 2ZY (Manchester), 5NO (Newcastle), 2FL (Sheffield), 6LV (Liverpool), 
2LS (Leeds/Bradford), 6KH (Hull) 

Ree 5SC (Glasgow), 2BD (Aberdeen), 2DE (Dundee), 2BE (Belfast) 


After the war, regional editions were introduced on 29 July 1945 and the television 
service is resumed on 7 June 1946, but in 1949 the North of England region was 
separated from Northern Ireland who had their own edition: 


BBC TV (later BBC One) regions | Service date 


lordon 2 November 


1936 
i 17 December 
Midlands 1949 
North of England 12 October 1951 
Scotland 14 March 1952 


West of England (including Wales until 


15 August 1952 


1964) 
Northern Ireland 21 July 1955 
Wales 9 February 1964 


On 8 October 1960, the Midlands region was renamed Midlands & East Anglia, and 
the West of England region was renamed South & West, then on 21 March 1964 the 
previously unmarked London region was renamed London & South East, it was later 
dropped on 25 March 1989 when the "London" name is no longer used and became 
known as South East. 


When BBC Two began on 20 April 1964, there were a number of "BBC-2 edition" for 
areas where only certain parts of a region could get BBC Two until 1966: 


BBC Two regions Service date 


London & South 


eset 20 April 1964 
Midlands & East 6 December 
Anglia 1964 


Wales 12 September 


1965 


North of England 31 October 1965 


South & West 16 January 1966 
Northern Ireland 11 June 1966 
| Scotland 9 July 1966 


On 31 August 1970, the four English regional editions were separated into ten areas: 


e Cumberland/Westmorland tł e North West 

e East Anglia e South 

e London e South West (including the Chan 
e Midlands e West 

e North East e Yorkshire/Lincolnshire t 


t The English administrative counties of Cumberland, Westmorland and the three ridings 
of Yorkshire were abolished and replaced by the new counties of Cumbria, North Yorkshire, West 
Yorkshire, South Yorkshire and Humberside during the actual 1974 re-organisation. 


These regions were further subdivided with individual editions for each BBC Local 
Radio station, this continued until 1981 when each regional edition began to cover three 
local stations. 


From 1982 until 1991, S4C listings were included in the Wales edition known as 
"Rhaglenni Cymraeg", but only the Welsh language programmes were listed, and 

no English language programmes were billed as "Rhaglenni Saesneg" at various times, 
those would require consultation for the TVTimes' pull-out supplement Sbec was used. 


Radio Times started carrying ITV and Channel 4 (with S4C) listings to begin with they 
mirrored the ITV regional areas from 1 March 1991: 


Edition BBC regions ITV regions 


Thames Television (until 31 December 
London BBC South East 1992), Carlton Television (from 1 January 
1993), London Weekend Television 


East Anglia BBC East | Anglia Television 


Midlands 


South 


West/Wales 


South West 


North East 
North West 


Central 
Scotland 


Northern 
Scotland 


Northern 
Ireland (Ulster) 


BBC Midlands, BBC 
East Midlands 


BBC South, BBC 
South East 


BBC West, BBC 
Cymru Wales 


BBC South West 


BBC North 


BBC Scotland 


BBC Northern 
Ireland 


Central Independent Television 


Television South (until 31 December 1992), Meridian 
Broadcasting (from 1 January 1993), Channel 
Television (from 26 October 1991) 


Harlech Television (HTV) 


Television South West (until 31 December 
1992), Westcountry Television (from 1 January 1993) 


Yorkshire Television 


Tyne Tees Television 


Granada Television 


Border Television 


Scottish Television 


Grampian Television 


Ulster Television (UTV) 


Before the launch of Channel 5 in 1997, the regional variations were at the bottom of 
the relevant channel listings on each pages. 


The number of regional editions has been reduced since the early 1990s and 2000s due 
to there being fewer variations in the schedules: 


e The Yorkshire region was absorbed by the North East region on 25 September 1993 
and later added the North West region on 7 April 2007 to resembles the old North of 
England area from 1945 until 1970. 

e The most recent of these was on 25 August 2007 when 
the Midlands and London/Anglia regions were merged. 

e The exception to this process of merging is Wales, which used to be part of a 
larger Wales/West (of England) version, mirroring the HTV region, and separated on 
16 April 2005 leaving the West of England area to join South and South West regions 
together. 

e No edition of Radio Times in the Channel Islands their already used in the South 
West region, but Channel Television published its own listings magazine, the CTV 
Times (formerly Channel Viewer) until 25 October 1991 as it was feared that the 
company might cease trading without the revenue from its own magazine. 


Television(edit] 


Edition BBC regions ITV regions Other channels 
BBC London, BBC 
; South East, BBC ITV London, ITV | BBC One Wales, BBC 
A East, BBC Anglia, ITV Two Wales, ITV 
EA Midlands, BBC East Central Wales, London Live 


Midlands 


ITV 


BBC South, BBC Meridian, ITV 
i : BBC One Wales, BBC 
South/West/South South East, BBC West =e ree =a 
=a Two Wales, ITV 
West West, BBC South Country, ITV 
aes a ra Wales, S4C 
West Channel 


Television 


BBC Yorkshire, BBC 
Yorkshire and ITV. 
Lincolnshire, BBC Yorkshire, ITV 
North East and Tyne Tees, ITV 
Cumbria, BBC North | Granada 

West 


BBC One Scotland, BBC 
Scotland, BBC One 
Wales, BBC Two 

Wales, ITV Anglia, ITV 
Border, ITV Central, ITV 
Wales, S4C 


Yorkshire/North 
East/North West 


Scotland/Border BBC Scotland STV North, STV 


Central, ITV 


BBC Alba, BBC One 
England, BBC Two 


Northern Ireland 


Radioj{edit] 


London/Anglia/ 
Midlands 


South/West/South 


West 


Yorkshire/North 
East/North West 


Border, ITV 
Border 
Scotland 


S4C, BBC One 
England, BBC Two 
ITV Cymru England, ITV 


DDS Lymru Wales ventral 
BBC Cymru Wales = | Wales Central, ITV. 


Granada, ITV West, ITV 
Westcountry 


RTE One, RTE2, Virgin 
BBC Northern Ireland | UTV Media One, Virgin 
Media Three 


BBC Local Radio regions 


BBC Radio Berkshire, BBC Radio Cambridgeshire, BBC Coventry 
& Warwickshire, BBC Radio Derby, BBC Essex, BBC Radio 
Gloucestershire, BBC Hereford and Worcester, BBC Radio 

Kent, BBC Radio Leicester, BBC Radio Lincolnshire, BBC Radio 
London, BBC Radio Norfolk, BBC Radio Northampton, BBC Radio 
Nottingham, BBC Radio Oxford, BBC Radio Shropshire, BBC 
Radio Stoke, BBC Radio Suffolk, BBC Surrey, BBC Sussex, BBC 
Three Counties Radio, BBC WM 


BBC Radio Berkshire, BBC Radio Bristol, BBC Radio 
Cornwall, BBC Radio Devon, BBC Essex, BBC Radio 
Gloucestershire, BBC Radio Guernsey, BBC Hereford and 
Worcester, BBC Radio Jersey, BBC Radio Kent, BBC Radio 
London, BBC Radio Oxford, BBC Radio Solent, BBC 
Somerset, BBC Surrey, BBC Sussex, BBC Three Counties 
Radio, BBC Wiltshire 


BBC Radio Cumbria, BBC Radio Derby, BBC Radio 
Humberside, BBC Radio Lancashire, BBC Radio Leeds, BBC 


Radio Lincolnshire, BBC Radio Manchester, BBC Radio 
Merseyside, BBC Radio Newcastle, BBC Radio Sheffield, BBC 
Radio Stoke, BBC Tees, BBC Radio York plus BBC Radio Scotland 


BBC Radio Scotland, BBC Radio Shetland, BBC Radio 
Orkney, BBC Radio nan Gaidheal 


Scotland/Border 


Wales BBC Radio Wales, BBC Radio Cymru (including Radio Cymru 2) 
Northern Ireland BBC Radio Ulster, BBC Radio Foyle 


Digitisation[edit] 
Main article: BBC Genome Project 


Wikidata has the 
property: 


e «BBC Genome ID 
(P1573) (see uses) 


In December 2012, the BBC completed a digitisation exercise, scanning the listings of 
all BBC programmes from an entire run of about 4,500 copies of the magazine from 
1923 (the first issue) to 2009, the BBC Genome Project, with a view to creating an 
online database of its programme output.24 They identified around five million 
programmes, involving 8.5 million actors, presenters, writers and technical staff.24 BBC 
Genome was released for public use on 15 October 2014.2223 Corrections to OCR errors 
and changes to advertised schedules are being crowdsourced.22! 


Covers[edit] 


When the magazine was a BBC publication, covers had a BBC bias (in 2005, 31 of the 51 
issues had BBC-related covers). Doctor Who is the most represented programme on the 
cover, appearing on 29 issues (with 35 separate covers due to multiples) in the 49 years 
since the programme began on 22 November 1963.24 


On 10 July 1969, Radio Times celebrated the Apollo 11 moon landing with this cover 
bearing the "TARGET MOON" caption at the top of the Saturn V rocket lifts off 

from Kennedy Space Center on 16 July as part of the NASA's Apollo mission before 
landed on the moon on 20 July, and also a special eight-page pull-out colour supplement 
marking for the 50th anniversary of Apollo 11 in 2019. 


The Radio Times for 30 April - 6 May 2005 covered both the return of the Daleks to Doctor 
Who and the forthcoming general election. 


Most covers consist of a single side of glossy paper. However, the magazine often uses 
double or triple-width covers that open out for large group photographs, while events 
such as Crufts or new series of popular programmes are marked by producing several 
different covers for collectors. Sporting events with more than one of the Home 

Nations (such as the Six Nations, UEFA European Championship, Commonwealth 
Games and the Rugby World Cup) taking part are often marked with different covers for 
each nation, showing their own team. The second series of Life on Mars, meanwhile, 
was marked by the Radio Times producing a mock-up of a 1973-style cover promoting 
the series, placed on page 3 of the magazine. 


On 30 April 2005, a double-width cover was used to commemorate the return of 

the Daleks to Doctor Who and the forthcoming general election.22 This cover recreated 
a scene from the 1964 Doctor Who serial The Dalek Invasion of Earth in which the 
Daleks were seen crossing Westminster Bridge, with the Houses of Parliament in the 
background. The cover text read "VOTE DALEK!" In a 2008 contest sponsored by 

the Periodical Publishers Association, this cover was voted the best British magazine 
cover of all time.24 


Each year, the Radio Times celebrates those individuals and programmes that are 
featured on the cover at the Radio Times Covers Party, where framed oversized 
versions of the covers are presented.24 


In recent years,“ Radio Times has published and sold packs of reproductions of some 
of the Christmas covers of the magazine as Christmas cards. 


Annuals and guides{[edit] 


An Annual was published three times: in 1954,2! 195528 and 1956.2% 


From 2000 to 2018, BBC Worldwide has published the Radio Times Guide to Films, 
featuring more than 21,000 films in a 1,707-page book. The 2006 edition was edited by 
Kilmeny Fane-Saunders and featured an introduction by Barry Norman, former 
presenter of the BBC's Film programme until his death on 30 June 2017 at the age of 83. 
The Radio Times Guide to Films 2007 is introduced by Andrew Collins. 


There are also similar publications, the Radio Times Guide to Comedy and the Radio 
Times Guide to Science-Fiction. 


Website[edit] 


The Radio Times website was launched in 1997 primarily as a listings service. In 2011, it 
relaunched offering a diverse editorial product to accompany its listings and television, 
radio and film recommendations. 


See also[edit] 


BOASC portal 


e Radio Times Extra 

e The Listener 

e Radio Times's Most Powerful People 
e BEEB 

e Fast Forward 

e Time Out 


e TVTimes 
e RTÉ Guide 
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List of BBC properties 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


The British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) occupies many properties in the United 
Kingdom, and occupied many other in previous years. The headquarters of the 
corporation is Broadcasting House in London; with many other divisions located in 
London and around the UK. Since 2007 the BBC has been developing a significant base 
at MediaCityUK in Salford, to which it has relocated several departments. There are also 
production bases in Belfast, Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff and Glasgow. The BBC also 


owns news bureaux and relay stations outside the UK. 


Current properties[edit] 
London(edit] 


F Television Radio 
Name Location E 5 
services services 
BBC Park 
Western Acton 
BBC Elstree Borehamwoo 
Centre d 
BBC Great Great 
Portland Portland 
Street“ Street 
Great BBC Radio- 
Wogan House | Portland 2, BBC 6 Music, 
Street BBC Club 
Great 
Yalding House | Portland 
Street 


Other 


Production facility 
for Silent Witness. 
Home of BBC 
Newsgathering 
Operations, 
responsible for 
outside broadcasts 
for BBC News. 


Studio centre 


Home to BBC Trust 


Formerly known as 
Western House 


Formerly home to 
BBC Radio 1 and 
BBC 1Xtra 


Television Radio 
services services 


BBC Radio 
BBC One, BBC 1, BBC Radio 
Two, BBC 1Xtra, BBC 
Three, BBC Radio 3, BBC Headquarters of the 
Broadcasting Four, BBC News | Radio 4, BBC BBC. Home of BBC 
House Channel, BBC Radio 4 News and BBC 
World Extra, BBC Television. 
Radio 
London, BBC 
World Service 


Studio Centre. 
Home of BBC 
Maida Vale Symphony 
Orchestra and 
recording studios. 


BBC Maida 
Vale 


BBC Archive , Home to the BBC 
Perivale ras 
Centre rar Archives. 


Small area leased 
Queen Southbank as a technical 
Elizabeth Hall | Centre facility for recording 
events. 


Small area leased 
Royal Festival | Southbank as a technical 
Hall Centre facility for recording 
events. 


Parliamentary 
Four Millbank | Westminster | BBC Parliament studio, leased 
from ITV. 


Name Location 
BBC Centre F ; 
Houc White City 


BBC Television 


e White City 
BBC White 

City (Broadcas ; : 
a & White City 
Lighthouse) 


Television 
services 


England outside London(edit] 


Name Location 


Barnsley 
Digital Media | Barnsley 
Centre#! 


Television services 


Radio 
services 


Radio 
services 


Local studio 


Other 


Home to BBC 


Research South Lab. 


Former home of 
BBC Television. 
Mostly sold for 
development, but 
part let to BBC 
Worldwide and 
some BBC Studios 
staff. Home to BBC- 
Studioworks. 


Large office and 
production centre 
where many 
channelsand many 
others are 
broadcast. Home 
to BBC Creative, 
[BBC Studios] and 
many other 
television 
programmes 


Other 


for BBC Radio 


Sheffield 


Barnstaple 
Civic Centre 


BBC 
Broadcasting 
House 
(Cumbria) 


Basingstoke 
College of 
Technology 


BBC Bath 


Bedford 
County Hall 


The Mailbox | Birmingham 


BBC Drama 
Village 


Television services 


Barnstaple 


Barrow-in- 
Furness 


Basingstoke 


Local studio for BBC- 
West 


Local studio for BB 


Bedford East FoS 


BBC West Midlands 


Birmingham 


Radio 
services 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Devon 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Cumbria 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Berkshire 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Bristol 


Local studio 


for BBC Three 


Counties 
Radio 


Located on 
Kingsmead 
Square in Bath. 


Home to 

the BBC 
Birmingham Net 
work Production 
Centre 


Studio centre 
for BBC 
Birmingham Net 
work Production 
Unit. Located 


on University of 


mat nas 


BBC 
we = o; 
Boston 
Business Boston 
Centre 
National , 
R Local studio for BB 
Media Bradford Tokie SEE 
Museum"! ean tai 
BBC : 
i Brighton 


BC 


Broadcasting | ,. 
Broadcastin Breto] BBC West 
House 


(Bristol) 


Bromsgrove 
District 
: Bromsgrove 
Council 
House 


Burton upon | Burton upon 
Trent Town 


Radio 
services 


BBC Radio 
Lancashire 


Local studio 
for BBC 
Lincolnshire 


Local studio 


for BBC Radio 


BBC Sussex 


BBC Radio 
Bristol 


Local studio 
for BBC 


Hereford and 


Worcester 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 


Birmingham Sell 
y Oak campus. 


Also known by 
address: Darwen 
Street 


Also named 
Imperial House 


Home to 

the BBC Natural 
History 

Unit, Countryfile 
and the BBC 
Bristol Network 
Production Unit. 


mate eas 


rent 


BBC 

Broadcasting amr dE BBC Look East (west 
House ee opt-out) 
(Cambridge) 


Canterbury 
Christ 
Church 


University 


Canterbury 
BBC 
Broadcasting Cadale 
House o 
(Carlisle) 
Local studio for BBC 

Haiei South East 
BBC 
Broadcasting Chelmsford 
House SS 
(Chelmsford) 


BBC 

Chesterfield Chesterfield 

Colchester | L0ca! studio for BBC. 
London 


Sun Pier 
Chambers 


Mercantile 
House 


Radio 
services 


BBC Radio 
Cambridgeshi 
re 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Kent 


BBC Radio 
Cumbria 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Kent 


BBC Essex 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Sheffield 


Local studio 
for BBC Essex 


wi 


Dunsfold 
Aerodrome!®! 


Crewe 


Cranleigh 


Crewe 
Municipal 
Buildings 


Darlington 
Town Hall 


Darlington 


Derby 


m 


BBC 
Broadcasting 
House 
(Derby) 


Portfolio 
House 


Television services 


Radio 
services 


BBC Coventry 
and 


Warwickshire 


Production 
facility for Top 
Gear. 


Home of BBC 
Monitoring (193 
9-1943), home 
to BBC 


Academy since 
1943. 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Stoke 


Local studio 
for BBC Tees 


BBC Radio 
Derby 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Solent 


Radio 


Television services x 
services 


Local studio 
for BBC 
Devon 


BBC 

Broadcasting Exeter 
House eens 
(Exeter) 

Accelerator 

Building. i Falmer 
University of 

Sussex”! 


Production 
facility for Bang 
Goes the 


BBC Radio 
Gloucestershi 
re 


BBC 

Broadcasting COCA 
House 

(Gloucester) 


Premises 
located on 
university 
campus 


BBC Surrey 


2 
University of Guildford 
Surrey 


Claremont 
House 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
York 


Harrogate 


Local studio 
for BBC Tees 


Hartlepool 


Civic Centre negos 


Local studio 
for BBC 


Creative Hastings 
Media 


Local studio 
BBC Grimsby | Grimsby for BBC Radio 
Humberside 


= 
Park 


Portcullis BBC Yorkshire and 


House Lincolnshire 


BBC 
Broadcasting 
House 
(Ipswich) 


BBC Kendal Kendal 


North Lynn 
Business 
Village 


King's Lynn 


BBC 
Lancaster 
Lancaster menan 


Royal Pump 
Rooms 


Leamington 


Radio 
services 


BBC Radio 
Humberside 


BBC Radio 
Suffolk 


Local studio 


for BBC Radio 


Cumbria 


Local studio 


for BBC Radio 


Norfolk 


Local studio 


for BBC Radio 


Lancashire 


Local studio 
for BBC 


Coventry & 
Warwickshire 


Receiving 
station for BBC- 
Monitoring. 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 


BBC 
Leicester 


BBC Three 


BBC 
Broadcasting ene BBS RE BBC Radio Also known as 
Centre JEA Quarry Hill. 
(Leeds) 
Leek Town ee 
Hall 
i BBC Radio 
Leicester 7 
Leicester 
a SS 
ton 


Counties 


ae = Radio 
Television services : 
services 
BBC 
Broadcasting 
House 
(Luton) 


(Lincoln) Lincolnshire 


BBC i 

Broadcasting Loca amelie Ol EEL BBC Radio 
Lincoln Yorkshire and Pepe eae a 

House Se ee ery Lincolnshire 


Also known by 
BBC Radio address: College 
Merseyside Lane/Hanover 
Street 


i aie 
Local studio 
for BBC Radio 


PBC Liverpool 
Liverpool cancun 


maraen Maidenhead 
House 

Ryedale Mal 

House 


Radio 
services 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 


Nottingham 


Mansfield 
Civic Centre 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 


Derby 


Matlock 
Town Hall 


BBC 

Broadcasting 

House nA BBC Tees 
(Middlesbrou 


gh) 


Local studio 
Local studio for BB for BBC Three 


East Counties 
Radio 


Programme 
production 
ildi Milton offices for BBC 
Keynes and Open 
University University co- 
productions. 


BBC 
Broadcasting 
Centre 


Pace Studios 


Newcastle BBC North East and BBC Radio 
upon Tyne Cumbria Newcastle 


Radio 


Television services 
services 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Solent 


Northallerton | Northallerto Local studio 
County Hall |n for BBC Tees 


Riverside Newport, 
Centre Isle of Wight 


BBC 

Broadcasting Nethaniace 
House eas ae 
(Northampto | ~ 

n) 


BBC Radio 
Northampton 


The Forum Norwich BBC East ae 
Norfolk 
Norwich 
Livestock Norwich Ancillary use 
Market 
BBC ; . BBC Radio 
Nottingham Nottingham | BBC East Midlands TERTE m 
BBC 
Broadcasting BBC Oxford opt-out BBC Radio 
Oxford ; 
House region Oxford 
(Oxford) 
oldu Local studio 
saway Paignton for BBC Radio 
Mansion 
Devon 


Kings 
Chambers 


BBC 
Broadcasting 
House 
(Ingledene) 


Gunwharf 


Quays 


Caversham 
Park 


Redditch 
Town Halla 


Rugby Art 
Gallery and 


Peterboroug 
h 


Television services 


Local studio for BBC 
East 


Plymouth 
Portsmouth 


Redditch 


Museum 


MediaCityUK 


Rugby 


Salford 


BBC South West 


Local studio for BBC 


services 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 


Cambridgeshi 
re 


BBC Radio 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Solent 


BBC Radio 


Home of BBC 
Monitoring and 


BBC North 
West, CBBC, CBeebies, 
BBC Manchester, BBC 


Berkshire 


Local studio 
for BBC 
Hereford and 
Worcester 


Local studio 
for BBC 


Coventry & 
Warwickshire 


BBC Radio 5 
Live, BBC 
Radio 5 Live 


of the BBC 
Written Archive 


Headquarters of 
the BBC North 
Group Division, 


North West 
Tonight, BBC Breakfast, 


Sports| 
Extra, BBC 


home to BBC 
Children's, BBC 


Beckett 
House#u221 


Salisbury 
Scarborough 


Sheffield 


Shrewsbury 


Scarborough 
Art Gallery 


BBC 
Scunthorpe 


BBC 
Sheffield 


BBC 
Broadcasting 
House 
(Shrewsbury 


Television services 


BBC Sports Centre 
news room, BBC Sport, 


Local studio for BBC 
South 


Local studio for BBC 
Yorkshire 


Radio 
services 


Radio 
Manchester, B 
BC Radio 6 
Music 


(programmes) 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Wiltshire 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
York 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Humberside 


BBC Radio 
Sheffield 


BBC Radio 
Shropshire 


Philharmonic an 
d BBC Religion 
and Ethics, BBC 
Research North 
Lab, BBC 
Learning, BBC 
Future Media, 
BBC Vision 
North, BBC 
support teams, 
BBC Blue 

Peter, BBC 
Stargazing (scie 
nce production). 


Broadcasting 
House 
(Southampto 
n) 


Gamble 
Institute and 
Central 
Library 


Stafford 
County 
Buildings 


Cheapside 


Shakespeare 
Centre 
Library 


North Sands 
Business 
Centre 


BBC 
Broadcasting 
House 


Southampto 
n 


St Helens 
Merseyside 


Stafford 


Stoke-on- 
Trent 


Stratford- 
upon-Avon 


Sunderland 


Television services 


BBC South 


Radio 
services 


BBC Radio 
Solent 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Merseyside 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Stoke 


BBC Radio 
Stoke 


Local studio 
for BBC 


Coventry & 
Warwickshire 


Local studio 
for BBC 
Newcastle 


BBC Wiltshire 


(Swindon) 


Hazeldene_ 
House 
Telford 
Shopping 
Centre 


Trowbridge 
Council 
Offices 


Phoenix 
Wharf 


The Great 
Hall 


The 


Colosseum"?! 


Post Office 
Chambers 


Television services x 
services 


BBC Somerset 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 


Shropshire 


Local studio for BBC 
West 


Local studio for BBC 
Telon Midlands 
Trowbridge 


Truro 


Taunton 


Local studio 

for BBC 

Wiltshire 

Also known as 
Phoenix Wharf. 


Tunbridge 
Wells 


Host venue 

of BBC Concert 

Orchestra and 

frequently 
Watford occupied for 

production 

of Friday Night is 


Whitehaven 


BBC South East 


BBC Radio 
Cornwall 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 


Local studio for BBC 


North East and 


Radio 


Television services : 
services 


Cumbria Cumbria 


Newhampto | Wolverhamp | Local studio for BBC Local studio 


n Arts Centre | ton Midlands for BBC WM 


BBC BBC Hereford 

Broadcasting 

siete Worcester and 
Worcester 

(Worcester) 

BBC BBC Radio 

Broadcasting | York Z 

House (York) 


Northern Ireland[edit] 


Television Radio services 
services 
Network Studio 
Armagh for BBC Radio 
Planetarium! Armagh Ulster and BBC 
Radio Foyle 


Network Network Studio 
Studio for BBC | for BBC Radio 
Northern Ulster and BBC 
Ireland Radio Foyle 


Ballymena Museu 


m & Town Hall Ballymena 


Studio for BBC 
BBC Blackstaff 
Belfast Northern 
House! eran yh T 
Ireland 


Home to BBC 


Television 5 
a Radio services 
services 
Northern 


BBC Broadcasting BBC Northern ; Ireland 
EES ee R Ist 5 
House (Belfast)"*! Belfast Ireland BBC Radio Ulster National 
Production 


Centre 


Network Studio 
Ferguson House Coleraine for BBC Radio 
j : ae Ulster and BBC 
Radio Foyle 
Also known by 
, address: 
BBL Radio FOYIEe 
BBC Derry Derry BBC Radio Foyle ea A 


Network studio 
Downpatric for BBC Radio 
k Ulster and BBC 


Radio Foyle 


Network studio 
re, for BBC Radio 
(17) DOS NaJ 
Ie ei Emeleten Ulster and BBC 
Radio Foyle 
Network studio 
Newry Council Neue for BBC Radio 
Offices ate Ulster and BBC 
Radio Foyle 


Sketrick House Newtownar | Network studio | Network studio 
ds for BBC for BBC Radio 


St. Patrick Centre 


Ireland 


mame in 


oe 


Scotland([edit] 


Locatio 
n 
a 


Television 
services 


Network Studio 
for BBC 
Scotland 


Network Studio 
for BBC 
Scotland 


Broadcasting 
House 
(Aberdeen) 


Liniclate 
Community 
School 


Dumbarto 


; n 
Village" = 


BBC 
Production 


Elmbank Network Studio 


for BBC 


Northern 


Television 
services 


Radio services 


Ulster and BBC 
Radio Foyle 


Network studio 
for BBC Radio 
Ulster 


Radio services 


Network Studio 

for BBC Radio 
Scotland and BBC 
Radio nan Gaidheal 


Also known by 
address: Churchill 
Tower 


Network Studio 

for BBC Radio 
Scotland and BBC 
Radio nan Gaidheal 


Recording Studio 


Studio Centre 

for BBC 
Scotland Network 
Production Unit. 


Network Studio 
for BBC Radio 


vine se services | 
5 Radio services 
n services 


Network Studio 
BBC Dundee | Dundee for BBC Radio 
Scotland 
Network Studio | Network Studio 
The Tun Edinburgh | for BBC for BBC Radio 
Scotland Scotland 


BBC Pacific BBC BBC Radio Home to BBC 
Cia Glasgow Scotland, BBC Scotland and BBC Scotland Network 
a Alba Radio nan Gaidheal Production Centre 


Glasgow 
North Trading | Glasgow Ancillary use 
Estate 
BBC . Network Studio eredo 
Broadcasting for BBC . 

Inverness for BBC Radio nan 
House Scotland, BBC ae 

Gaidheal 

(Inverness) Alba 


Union House 
BBC Radio 
Shetland and 
BBC Shetland | Lerwick Network studio 
for BBC Radio 
Scotland 


Television 
services 


Locatio 
n 
BBC Oban 


Clydesdale 
Bank Building 


BBC Selkirk 


Cottrell 
Building, 
University of 
Stirling! 


Oban 


Network Studio 
for BBC 
Scotland 


Selkirk 


Network Studio 
for BBC Alba 


Radio services 


Network studio 
for BBC Radio 
Scotland 


Network Studio 
for BBC Radio 
Scotland and BBC 


m 


Wales[edit] 


Radio nan Gàidheal 


Televisio 


Radio 
services 


services 


Network 
Studio 
for BBC 


Cymru 
Wales 


Aberystwyth 
University 


Aberystwyth 


Network 
Studio for BBC 
Radio 

Cymru and BB 
C Radio Wales 


Ancillary use 


Office use for BBC 
Scotland. 


Premises located on 
University campus 


BBC New 
Broadcasting : 
House (Cardiff), suit 
3 Central Square 
BC 
Broadcasting Cardiff 
House (Cardiff) 
BBC Hoddinott 
Hall (Wales. Cardiff 
Millennium 
Centre)2u 
St David's Hall 
a 


Televisio 
n 
services 


Studio 
for BBC 


Cymru 
Wales 


BBC Cymru 
Wales 


BBC Cymru 
Wales 


Radio 
services 


Studio for BBC 
Radio 

Cymru and BB 
C Radio Wales 


BBC Radio 
Wales and BBC 


Radio Cymru 


BBC Radio 
Wales and BBC 
Radio Cymru 


Meirion. 


Broadcasts due to 
commence in 
20192% 


Home to the BBC 
Cymru Wales 
National Production 
Unit. 


Due to close in 
2020. 


Home of BBC 
National Orchestra 
of Wales 


BBC National 
Orchestra of 
Wales is orchestra 
in residence of 
property.24 


Accompanied 
Broadcasting House 
(Cardiff) in purpose. 


Due to close in 
2019. 


Roath Lock Cardiff Bay 


Haverfordwest 


Priory Houser 


Pembrokeshire 
College 


Llandrindod 


Hotel Metropole Wells 


Ladywell House 


BBC 
Penrhyndeudrae 
th 


Penrhyndeudra 
eth 


BBC Dylan 
Thomas House 
(Swansea) 


Swansea 


Centre for the Wrexham Network Network 
Creative Studio Studio for BBC 


for BBC 


S 


Televisio 
n 
services 


Radio 
services 


Studio centre 
for BBC Cymru 
Wales Drama 
productions 


Network 
Studio for BBC 
Radio 

Cymru and BB 
C Radio Wales 


Network 
Studio 


Cymru 
Wales 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Wales and BBC 


Radio Cymru 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Wales and BBC 


Radio Cymru 


Local studio 
for BBC Radio 
Wales and BBC 


Radio Cymru 


Local studio 

for BBC Radio 
Cymru and BB 
C Radio Wales 


Network 
Studio 
for BBC 


Cymru 
Wales 


Network studio 
for BBC Radio 

Cymru and BB 
C Radio Wales 


Home 
of Casualty and Pob 
ol y Cwm. 


Televisio 


Name Location n Radio Other 
: services 
services 
Industries for BBC Radio 
Glyndwr Cymru Wales and BBC 
University?!) Wales Radio Cymru 
British Crown dependencies(edit] 
r Television Radio Oth 
Name Location : i 
services services er 


Local studio for BBC 


BBC Television Saint BBC Radio 
Channel Islands opt- 
House Sampson, Guernsey T Guernsey 
Broadcasting Douglas, Isle of 
House (Douglas) | Man" 
: : BBC Channel BBC Radio 
BBC Jersey Saint Helier, Jersey islands opt-out EEE 
Abroad [edit] 


In addition to the domestic bases, the BBC has numerous bases overseas to monitor the 
global news organisations and to gather news stories. The BBC itself does not publish 
the exact location of each of their news bureau in case of attack or harassment of staff 
because of their employment by the broadcaster, which aims to be politically neutral. 


City Country Services Purpose 
Abidjan Ivory Coast Part of BBC Newsgathering and Production 


World Service 


Part of BBC 
World Service 


Abuja Nigeria Newsgathering and Production 


Part of BBC , ; 
: Part of BBC ; ; 
Addis Ababa Ethiopi World Service Newsgathering and Production 
| 
C 


Part of BBC : ; 
Almaty Kazakhstan wod Ee Newsgathering and Production 


hana 
Poe 
Part of BBC : 
pn wod ENE Newsgathering and Production 
Newsgathering and Production 
on 
n 
hina 


Monitoring for Global News 
Azerbaija TR 
Division 


Azerpaljan 
Part of BBC A f 
ja Word SERVICE Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Bishkek yrgyzstan Part of BBC Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


a oe 


; Part of BBC : : 
United States World Service Newsgathering and Production 
Bu cos Bedua Office Work, Newsgathering and 
arenes seh Production 

: Part of BBC ; : 


ina 
: : Part of BBC , ; 
; Newsgathering, Production and 
: Part of BBC : : 
India 
l 


Part of BBC ; 
Morocco World EE Newsgathering and Production 


Casablanca 


: Part of BBC f : 
Dakar ga Part of BBC Newsgathering and Production 


Part of BBC 
Dar es Salaam Tanzania Part ot BBC Newsgathering and Production 
World Service 
Delhi ees Newsgathering, Production and 
Monitoring 
Part of BBC : 
Bangladesh Wod ene Newsgathering and Production 


E sermces rrpone 
əyria 


! United Arab Part of BBC ! f 
Dubai Eae World Enie Newsgathering and Production 
Dublin Republic of. Office work and Newsgathering 

Ireland 
o Part of BBC ' , 
Dushanbe Tajikistan World cervice Newsgathering and Production 


Palestinian 
territories 


Switzerland Newsgathering and Production 
Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


l Monitoring for Global News 
Part of BBC : : 


Islamabad Pakistan Parter BBC Newsgathering and Production 
World Service 
Istanbul mwa Newsgathering and Production 


F Part of BBC i : 


Newsgathering and Production 


Jonna South Africa a Newsgathering and Production 


Kabul Aroha ian Part of BBC Newsgathering, Production and 
Atgnanistan World Service | Monitoring 
Part of BBC : 
; Part of BBC 


Newsgathering and Production 


Kathmandu 


Kuala Lumpur 


Kuwait City 


Part of BBC 


World Service 


Part of BBC 
World Service 


Part of BBC 


World Service 


Part of BBC 
World Service 


Part of BBC 


World Service 


Part of BBC 


World Service 


Part of BBC 


World Service 


Purpose 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Monitoring for Global News 
Division 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 


a: Newsgathering and Production 
Pakistan Part of BBC Newsgathering and Production 


Seme |O pampose 
Los Angeles United States —, Newsgathering and Production 


Part of BBC , ) 
Mazar-i-Sharif Wod NE Newsgathering and Production 


: Part of BBC ; ; 
Mexico City Ward cance Newsgathering and Production 


aie: Part of BBC ; : 
Miami Werld T Newsgathering and Production 


; gf ak Part of BBC ; 
Aad ENE Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering, Production and 
Moscow ae 
Monitoring 
Newsgathering and Production 
Monitoring for Global News 
wane Division 
Newsgathering and Production 


New York 
(United Nations) 


United States Newsgathering and Production 


aris Newsgathering and Production 


Peshawar Pakistan Par ei BBC Newsgathering and Production 
a a World Service 
hee Part of BBC f ; 
Pristina Kosovo Werd vice Newsgathering and Production 
Part of BBC : ; 
Rabat Morocco Aod ENE Newsgathering and Production 
Ramallah Palestinian. Newsgathering and Production 
territories 


Rome me Newsgathering and Production 


| 
2 ; Part of BBC 
Seoul South Korea Newsgathering and Production 
Shanghai Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production, 
Singapore Singapor studio for Newsday, Asia 
Business Report 


f Part of BBC ! ! 
Riyadh Saudi Arabia Wadd Enie Newsgathering and Production 


Country Purpose 


pje Republic of Part of BBC Newsgathering and Production 


Macedonia World Service 


Tashkent Uzbekistan Monitoring for Global News 
Division 


Monitoring for Global News 
Division 


Newsgathering and Production 


Part of BBC 


World ENE Newsgathering and Production 


Monitoring for Global News 
Division 


Newsgathering and Production 


Newsgathering and Production 
Studio for BBC World news 
America 


Washington, 
Dic: 


Yaoundé Cameroon pelos — Newsgathering and Production 
World Service 


: Monitoring for Global News 
Yerevan Armenia aN 
Division 


In addition to the above properties, the BBC also own radio relays including the Limassol 
BBC Relay on Cyprus. 


Previous BBC properties|[edit] 


Throughout the years, the BBC has used a number of different properties that have 
been sold or vacated by the corporation 


Name 


Pebble Mill 


Studios 


Broad 
Street 


Carpenter 
Road 


Warwick 
Road 


Queen 
Margaret 
Drive 


2 
Whitefriars 
Court 


Location 


Birmingham 


Broad Street 
Birmingham 


Edgbaston, 
Birmingham 


Coventry 


Glasgow 


Great Yarmouth 


Television 
services 


BBC 


Midlands (197 
1-2004) 


BBC 


Midlands (196 
4-1971) 


BBC 


Scotland until 
2007 


Radio 
services 


BBC Radio 
Birmingham, 
later BBC 
WM (1971- 
2004) 


B 


BC 
CWR (1990- 


m 
Ke) 
Xe) 
ul 


BBC Radio 
Scotland and 
BBC Radio 
nan 
Gàidheal until 
2007 


District office 
and studio 


for BBC Radio 


Norfolk from 
1984 until 


Other 


Studio centre and 
home to BBC 


Birmingham network 
production unit. 


Home of BBC 
Birmingham network 
production centre 
(c.1950-1971) 


Home to BBC 
Scotland Network 
Production Centre 
from creation until 
2007 


Used for live reports, 
interviews with guests 
from the Great 
Yarmouth area and 
the preparation of 


Name 


Shiretown 
House 


9 Chapel 
Street 


Langley OB 
Base 


Location 


Hereford 


Hull 


Langley, 


Berkshire 


Television Radio 
services services 


201725 


Local studio 
for BBC 
Hereford and 


Worcester 


BBC Yorkshire 
and_ 
Lincolnshire (2 
001-2004) 


Other 


pre-recorded items by 
the Great Yarmouth 
district reporter. 

261 Also occasionally 
used for full live 
programmes. At one 
point in its history it 
was the base for three 
staff; a receptionist, a 
producer anda 
reporter. Latterly, it 
was a one-person 
operation staffed only 
by the district 
reporter.24 


Closed c.2012 


Home to BBC TV 
Outside Broadcasts 
2007-2008 when it 
was then purchased 
by SiS Live. The SiS 
TV OB operation 
closed down in 2014. 
BBC Radio OB's also 
occupied the site 
2007-2014 before 


Name Location 
Alexandra ondon 
Palace 
BBC Henry 
Wood London 
Houser” 


Bush House | London 


Egton London 
House 


Television 
services 


BBC Television 
Service (1936 


71956) 


Radio 
services 


BBC World 
Service (1941- 
2012) 


BBC Radio 
1 (1967-1996) 


Other 


moving to Park Royal. 


Studios used for BBC 
TV until the station 
moved to Lime 

Grove in 1956. Was 
also the base for BBC- 
TV News, until it 
moved to Television 
Centre in 1969, and 
for Open 

University broadcasts. 
Closed in 1981.22 


Contained some 
activities of the BBC 
Audio and Music 

and BBC- 

Research department 
S. 


Connected to 
adjacent Broadcasting 
House through a 
subway, and as a 
result often thought of 
as part of 
Broadcasting House. 
Demolished in 2003 
to make way for the 
new Egton Wing of 


Name Location 


Golders 
Green 


Hippodrom 
e 


London 


Langham 


Harel London 


Lime Grove 


Studios orgen 


1-2 
Marylebone | London 
High Street 


Television Radio 


E j Other 
services services 


Broadcasting House. 


Radio Studio and 
concert hall and home 
to the BBC Concert 
Orchestra between 
1969 and 2003. 


Supported BBC 
Broadcasting House 
nearby. Home to the 
BBC record library 
between 1965 and 
1986. 


Studio Centre 
purchased in 1949 for 
use until BBC- 
Television Centre was 
completed, however 
retained as second 
major studio centre. 
Closed and 
demolished in 1992.5% 


BBC 
Publishing 
(later BBC 
Enterprises, 
then BBC 
Worldwide), 
including BBC 
Software 


Previously 
Radio Times 
storage 


Television 


Name Location : 
services 

Radio Times / 
The Listener / 
BBC 
Publishing 

35 (later BBC 

Marylebone | London Enterprises, 

High Street then BBC 
Worldwide), B 
BC 
London (2001- 
2009) 

Paris 

Theatre orgen 

Savoy Hill errr 

House 

BBC Kendal 


Acton, London 


Avenue 


Ironworks Bow, London 


Developme 
nt#21 


94.9/GLR/BBC 


Other 


Radio Theatre used 
between the early 
1960s and 1995. 


Home of the British 
Broadcasting 
Company and the 
subsequent corporatio 
n 1923 and 1932, 
when the BBC moved 
to Broadcasting 
House.241 


Former OB base, sold 
to developers in 2007 
when the BBC's OB 
base was moved to 
Langley. Demolished 
and redeveloped. 


Small temporary 
studio used during 
the 2012 Summer 


Name 


Windmill 
Road 


Camden_ 


Palace 


BBC Villiers 


House 


Ealing 
Studios 


BBC 
Victoria 
Road 


Location 


Brentford, 
London 


Camden Town, 
London 


Ealing, London 


Ealing, London 


North Acton, 
London 


Television 
services 


Radio 
services 


Other 


Olympics 


Home to the BBC 
Television and Sound 
Archive until 2011. 
Gave its name to the 
1980s BBC2 

show Windmill, which 
looked at archive 
material held at 
Windmill Road. 


Radio Studio between 
1945 and c.1970. 


Former offices, 
including BBC 
Education, BBCs 
Finance and 
Accounting Services. 
Sublet to University of 
West London since 
Autumn 2013. 


Studio Centre. Home 
to BBC Film 
Department between 
1955 and 1995. Sold 
off in 1995. 


Former home to the 
BBC Television 
Rehearsal Rooms and 
the Costume and 
Wigs Department. 


Name 


BBC 
Television 
Theatre 


BBC 
Woodlands 


Old 
Broadcastin 
g House 


New 


Broadcastin 


g House 


Location 


Shepherds Bush, 
London 


White City, 
London 


Manchester 


Television 
services 


BBC 
Enterprises 
(later BBC 
Worldwide) 


BBC 
North (1968- 
2002), BBC 


Yorkshire (200 


2-2004) 


BBC North 
West (1981- 
2011) 


Radio 
services 


BBC Radio 
Leeds (1968- 
2004) 


BBC Radio 
Manchester (1 
975-2011) 


Other 


Known as the "Acton 
Hilton" by many of the 
actors who rehearsed 
there. Demolished in 
Summer 2010. 


Studio Centre bought 
in 1956 and closed in 
1991. 


Former home to the 
BBC's commercial 
services, such as 
programme sales, 
videos, DVDs, LPs, 
CDs, books, 
magazine, computer 
software and 
merchandising. 


Previously also home 
to BBC 

Manchester Network 
Production Unit, BBC 
Philharmonic and BBC 
Religion and Ethics 
department 


Name 


Dickenson 
Road 
Studios 


Longsight 
Free 
Christian 
Church 


Old 
Broadcastin 
g House 


Broadcastin 
g House 


St. 
Catherine's 
Close 


South 
Western 
House 


Kingswood 
Warren 


Location 


Rusholme, 
Manchester 


Longsight, 
Manchester 


Piccadilly, Manch 


ester 


Newcastle 


Norwich 


Southampton 


Tadworth, Surrey 


Television 
services 


BBC North 
West (1929- 
1981) 


BBC North 
East and 
Cumbria 


BBC East 


Radio 
services 


BBC Radio 
Solent (1970- 
1991) 


Other 


Former base 
of Mancunian Films 


Outside broadcast 
unit garage 


Base for the BBC 
regional service in the 
East of England from 
1956 to 2003, prior to 
the service moving 

to The Forum. 


Former railway hotel 
occupied by BBC 
South until move into 
Broadcasting House 
(Southampton) in 
1991.231 


Home to BBC 
Research, and its 
predecessors, 


Television Radio 
Name Location 3 i Other 
services services 


between 1948 and 
2010.24! 


Offices containing 
some administrative 


BBC Brock | Near Langham departments of the 
House Place corporation including 
some activities of BBC 
Television. 
ee Local studio 0G a 
ai s Bournemouth for BBC Radio | Closed as of 2019. 
Internation for BBC South 
Solent 
al Centre 
feREROUES Local studio 
ee for BBC Radio | Close as of 2019. 


Arts Centre Solent 


See also[edit] 


e BESBBC portal 


e BBC 
e BBC Television 
e BBC Radio 
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White City Place 
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Coordinates: ‘#51°30’50’N 0°13'36"W_ 


The BBC Media Village plaza in 2004. 


White City Place is the name given to the collection of buildings formerly known 

as BBC Media Village (or W12 within the BBC). White City Place is a collection of six 
buildings occupying a 17-acre site at Wood Lane, White City in West London (W12), a 
short distance down Wood Lane from BBC Television Centre. All formerly properties of 
the BBC, only two buildings - Broadcast Centre and the Lighthouse - are currently 
occupied by BBC staff. 


The BBC sold the majority of buildings on the site in 2015 and it was renamed White 
City Place by owners Stanhope and Mitsui Fudosan.222! 


BBC White City[edit] 


White City One in 2013 


The first building on the site, BBC White City, was designed by architects Scott 
Brownrigg & Turner and was opened in 1990. Built on the site of the 1908 Franco- 
British exhibition, White City was constructed on the location of the former White City 
Stadium (The Great Stadium) used for the 1908 Summer Olympics. The stadium was 
demolished in 1985 and parts of the Olympic swimming pool were also discovered when 
the foundations of the new building were laid.“ 


The building was originally intended to be a new home for BBC Radio, 

replacing Broadcasting House. This plan was scrapped and the building instead 
became office space with fifty edit suites, various Television production teams, the 
Digital Switchover team, BBC Academy, the Children in Need charity and parts of 
Operations and HR, as well as a large restaurant. 


It housed most of the BBC's current affairs and factual and learning programmes, such 
as Panorama, Top Gear (where it featured in a segment about the Peel 

P50"), Watchdog and many others. The BBC vacated the building in March 2013 and 
sold it to developers. It has sometimes been referred to as White City One to 
distinguish it from the wider site. 


Architectural critic Jonathan Glancey wrote in The Guardian in 2002 that by comparison 
to the "handsome, if timeworn ships of the line" such as Broadcasting House and Bush 
House, White City was "a tin-pot freighter, inefficient, ugly, and old before its 

time." Rachid Errtibi, a facilities coordinator at the BBC reflected that "most staff 
disliked the White City building for one reason or another [but] the building did have a 
unique character, and was flexible enough to accommodate any new departments at 
short notice - achieved simply and quickly by putting up a few glass partition panels and 
rearranging furniture, at minimum cost. "sua 


Media Village[edit] 


BBC Media Centre in 2013. The fenced area at the front of the building was the intended site for 
the cancelled Music Box building.“ 


BBC Broadcast Centre and Energy Centre in 2010. The One Show was broadcast from a studio in 
Energy Centre until 2013. The Olympic Rings mark the finishing line of the 1908 Olympic 


marathon. 


Developmentiedit] 


Construction of the second phase of the development began in September 2001 and the 
site was Officially opened in May 2004 and was known as the Media Village. It consists 
of five further buildings in addition to White City One - Media Centre, Broadcast 
Centre, Energy Centre, Garden House and the Lighthouse.: The buildings were 
designed by Allies and Morrison Architects and Buro Happold and built by Bovis Lend 
Lease. In addition to BBC offices, the site included a post office, a Tesco Express, 

a Starbucks, a Davy's wine bar and several other retail outlets, many of which have now 
been replaced.“ To pay for construction costs, the BBC signed a 30-year deal 

with Land Securities Trillium, Britain's largest property developer. 224 


The rear of Media Centre included gardens designed by Christopher Bradley-Hole.2 A 
poem Voices of White City by Poet Laureate Andrew Motion was inlaid into the paving in 
the piazza.“ The site featured artworks such as Simon Patterson's art wall in Broadcast 
Centre which is based on First World War dazzle camouflage and Yuko Shiraishi's mural 
in Media Centre reception. She was also responsible for the overall colour scheme in 
both buildings.2“2| Energy Centre features the Olympic Rings as a marker of the 
finishing line of the 1908 Olympic marathon, with a plaque unveiled by IOC 

president Jacques Rogge in 2005.13 


A further planned building, the Music Box, designed by Foreign Office Architects was 
scheduled for opening in 2006, but was cancelled before construction began.” It 
would have been a concert hall and recording venue for the BBC Symphony 
Orchestra and Chorus, the BBC Concert Orchestra and the BBC Singers. 1251 


Occupants/edit] 


The Media Centre was the global headquarters for the BBC's for-profit publishing 
subsidiary BBC Worldwide from 2008 until 2015, when it moved into the former BBC 
News annex of Television Centre. 22s Media Centre also housed various non-broadcast 
divisions of the BBC which had been moved from central London to make way for the 
redevelopment of Broadcasting House. Media Centre was used for broadcasts 

of Watchdog and Rogue Traders as well as a filming location for The Thick of It 


A number of BBC Television-making departments were located in Media Centre 
following the vacating of Television Centre in 2013 including Comedy, Entertainment & 
Events and Factual. Media Centre and Garden House were vacated and closed on 10 
July 2015 following the sale to Stanhope and Mitsui Fudosan. It was stated that the BBC 
received £87 million for the sale. Staff were relocated into Broadcast Centre, 
Broadcasting House, Grafton House and some to MediaCityUK in Salford. In 2004, it was 
intended that the Garden House and Lighthouse would be leased by independent 
production companies working with the BBC.“ At the time of its closure in July 2015, 
Garden House was mainly occupied by Atos and associated sub-contractors’ teams 
following the sale of BBC Technology to Siemens in 2004.4 


Broadcast Centre continues to house BBC Design & Engineering staff, BBC Global News 
Ltd, some BBC Studios production staff (although most have moved back to Television 
Centre), Marketing and Audiences staff and Red Bee Media's digital television facilities 
from where channels including BBC One, Channel 4, Channel 5, BT Sport and many 
others are broadcast. The Energy Centre provides services to the entire site, and 
between 2008 and 2018 was the offices for the Top Gear television production team 
and the Top Gear magazine team.22 They moved into the main BBC Studios offices in 
Broadcast Centre in 2018. 


The One Show studio was located in the Energy Centre from 2007 to 2013 before 
moving to the newly-built Peel Wing of Broadcasting House.!281291 |n March 2019, BBC 
Research & Development moved into the Lighthouse building, having vacated Centre 
House on Wood Lane/2! 


White City Place[edit] 


Under new owners Stanhope and Mitsui Fudosan, the site has been renamed to White 
City Place and an extensive refurbishment and refitting of the vacated properties on the 
site has taken place.242 The former Media Centre was renamed to The 

MediaWorks22 and a significant renovation of White City One, renamed to The 
WestWorks, changed its main entrance and introduced a row of shops facing the piazza. 
[23] 
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Exterior of Maida Vale Studios in 2008 


Maida Vale Studios is a complex of seven BBC sound studios, of which five are in 
regular use, in Delaware Road, Maida Vale, London. 


It has been used to record thousands of classical music, popular music and drama 
sessions for BBC Radio 1, BBC Radio 2, BBC Radio 3, BBC Radio 4 and BBC Radio 6 
Music from 1946 to the present. On 30 October 2009, BBC Radio 1 celebrated 75 Years 
of Maida Vale by exclusively playing 75 tracks recorded at the studios over the 

years. Snow Patrol played a live set from the studio with Fearne Cotton to celebrate 75 
years of live music. 


In June 2018, BBC announced the closure of the studios." 


History[edit] E 
The complex was built in 19092! as the Maida Vale Roller Skating Palace and Club. 
& Over a period of 15 months in 1933/1934, one hundred men reduced the skating rink 
to a shell, then rebuilt it.4 The arches at the doorway were preserved. It was one of the 
BBC's earliest premises, pre-dating Broadcasting House, and was the centre of the BBC 
News operation during World War II. 


It has been the home of the BBC Symphony Orchestra since 1934, where the orchestra 
has given invitation concerts, usually free. As a schoolboy, conductor Vernon 

Handley learned some of his technique by watching Sir Adrian Boult conduct the BBC 
Symphony Orchestra here. Studio MV1 has room for an orchestra of over 150 musicians 
and an audience of over 200. An unusual feature of these concerts is that they were 
often recorded, which means that in later years the orchestra sometimes was able to do 
re-takes. It is the largest classical music studio in London. 


The BBC Third Programme (which became part of BBC Radio 3 in 1970) was created in 
September 1946. By the 1950s, it was frequently broadcasting concerts from this 
venue, including the first broadcast performance of Carl Orff's Carmina Burana given by 
the resident orchestra with the Goldsmiths Choral Union and soloists. Some premieres 
of British classical music were recorded in studio MV1, including works by Robert 


Simpson, Arnold Bax, Nicholas Maw, Alan Rawsthorne and Sir Arthur Bliss. Many of them 
later became available on vinyl or CD. Olivier Messiaen's Turangalila was rehearsed 
here, before its UK premiere at the Royal Festival Hall. 


In 1958, the BBC Radiophonic Workshop was created and based here until its closure in 
1998, and the pioneering Delaware synthesiser made by EMS takes its name from the 
studios' address. The workshop's rooms are now used as a small TV studio for 

the Film programme, audio archiving facilities, engineering workshops and office space. 
In the late 1950s and early 1960s, the radio programme Movie-Go-Round was broadcast 
from here, in which Peter Haigh played sound clips from major films. The Beatles used 
studio MV5 several times in 1963 to record sessions for BBC Radio. 


The sessions for John Peel's Radio 1 programme were recorded at Maida Vale. 


On 5 June 2018, the BBC announced that the studio will close by 2023. The intention is 
for the BBC's live music base to be relocated in Stratford, East London.” The decision 
drew criticism from Geoff Barrow of Portishead and Radiohead producer Nigel Godrich.24 


Current use[edit] 


BBC Singers at Maida Vale MV1 


e Studio MV1 is one of the largest recording spaces available in the UK. Equipped 
with a Studer D950 digital desk, MV1 is currently home to the BBC Symphony 
Orchestra. It was also used by the BBC Concert Orchestra on some of its larger 
sessions until the early 1990s. 

e Studio MV2 had its technical installation decommissioned some years ago. It 
currently provides rehearsal space for the BBC Singers and the BBC Symphony 
Chorus. 

e Studio MV3 is a large studio, equal in size to MV2. With an SSL 9000) series 
analogue desk installed, MV3 is used for a large number of Radio 2 programmes and 
some Radio 1 session recordings and live audience shows. Bing Crosby made his 
last recording session in this studio in 1977, three days before he died of a heart 
attack on a golf course in Spain. It was the home of the BBC Radio Orchestra, a 
specialist light music session band, with music director Neil Richardson. 

e Studio MV4 is a smaller studio with vocal booth and balcony. Utilising a SSL 9000) 
series analogue desk, MV4 was home to the John Peel sessions and has continued to 
be used to record the BBC Radio 1 sessions for shows that have replaced Peel's. 

e Studio MV5 is now one of two spaces used for the Live Lounge, and plays host to a 
large number of current pop acts. 

e Studio MV6 is a drama studio still in regular use to produce programmes for BBC 
Radio 3, BBC Radio 4, BBC Scotland and others. 


e Studio MV7 was a drama studio but is now decommissioned and lies empty. BBC 
Radio 2 started using this studio in August 2018 and 2019 due to air conditioning 
repairs being carried out in Wogan House for a three and then four-week stint. 


The studios have been under regular threat of closure by BBC management: the 
building is in need of constant maintenance and due to its location in a residential area 
there are limits to the hours of operation and access. In July 2007, the BBC announced 
that the studios were "wholly unsuitable for the 21st century", and it was reported that 
it would be sold to property developers as part of cost-cutting measures.“2! In June 2018, 
the BBC announced the closure of the studios. 


John Peel Sessions[edit] 


Maida Vale Studios, Delaware Road, Maida Vale, London 


From 1967 to 2004, the John Peel Sessions were recorded in studio MV4. At first a 
number of other venues around London were also used, such as the Playhouse 

Theatre in Charing Cross, but as these ceased to be used by the BBC, the sessions 
increasingly centred on Maida Vale 4. Music sessions were once a mainstay of BBC 
Radio programming as there were strict limits on the amount of commercially recorded 
music that could be aired, known as needle-time restrictions, so the BBC regularly 
booked musicians to record music exclusively for broadcast. In the early 1960s, when 
the BBC began to give some limited coverage of pop groups such as The Beatles, it was 
found that the sessions allowed up-and-coming bands to gain exposure, and for 
musicians and groups to try out new material, play covers they would not include on 
their albums, and experiment with different sounds and guest musicians. With the 
introduction of Radio 1 in 1967, programmes such as Top Gear embraced this concept, 
with sessions from such stars-in-waiting as David Bowie, Led Zeppelin and Jimi Hendrix. 
When one of Top Gear's presenters, John Peel, gained his own programme, specially 
commissioned recording sessions had a new outlet. Most of the artists were relatively 
unknown even to Peel's listeners: he and his producer would often invite bands on the 
strength of a rough demo tape or gig to hear what they could do, and for many of the 
bands it was their first experience of a professional recording studio, not to mention a 
much-needed boost to their finances. The format became standardised as a single 


session in the studio with a staff producer and engineer (or more latterly a producer- 
engineer and assistant), during which the artists would record four songs, but there 
were also some sessions which were either live to air, or pre-recorded as live with an 
audience. Other Radio 1 programmes and DJs adopted a similar system of Maida Vale 
sessions, such as Janice Long, Andy Kershaw, and The Evening Session, whose current 
host Zane Lowe has nicknamed the studio 'Maida Vegas'; as well as the more direct 
inheritors of the Peel Sessions tradition Huw Stevens, Rob da Bank and Mike Davies. 


Peel said "The Clash did half one, then amazingly said that the equipment in the studio 
wasn't up to the standards they'd expected so they couldn't complete the session. 
Which seemed to me to be unbearably pretentious of them".221 Some albums by The 
Fall were entirely recorded there. The last band to record a Peel session was Skimmer, 
at Maida Vale Studios on 21 October 2004. 


Notable performers (cdit] 


Other BBC disc jockeys invited artists to perform at Maida Vale: Led Zeppelin recorded 
for Alexis Korner's Rhythm and Blues programme in 1969, Walter Trout recorded 

for Paul Jones's R & B show, Marillion recorded for Radio 2 DJ Bob Harris and Jo 
Whiley invited Hard Fi to play here. The venue is also the home of the BBC Elstree 
Concert Band. The Radio 3 Jazz Line Up sessions were recorded here. 


In 1994, the Beatles' aloum Live at the BBC was released, with most of the material 
having been recorded at Maida Vale. Several other aloums, sometimes named after the 
studios, were recorded in studio MV4. Van der Graaf Generator released an album 
called Maida Vale in 1994. Portions of October 1990 and September 1991 sessions 

by Nirvana were released in 2004 on the band's With the Lights Out box set. In 2006 the 
group Hefner released an album called Maida Va/e, which was recorded here. The White 
Stripes included their version of the Dusty Springfield classic "I Just Don't Know What to 
Do with Myself", recorded for The Evening Session in MV4 by Miti Adhikari on their 
album Elephant. In 2002 Andrea Bocelli's Sentomento was made here. The label Maida 
Vale Records, a subsidiary of Cooking Vinyl, has a policy of releasing material from 
various radio stations. 


Memories|edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please help improve 

this section by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced 
ee material may be challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Maida Vale 

Studios" - news « newspapers = books = scholar - JSTOR (December 

2012) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


Robin Dallaway of The Cravats remarks that recording at Maida Vale was like stepping 
back into the 1940s: "blokes in brown stockmen's coats scurried around fixing stuff and 
plugging our gear in." When Broadcast made their Peel sessions, Trish Keenan wrote 
"There was a sense of initiation on entering the Maida Vale studios. ... we wandered 
through the corridors, peering through the windows of locked rooms, on a hunt for the 
Radiophonic Workshop. We came across abandoned tape machines 

and Shostakovich posters in the hallways... We hovered outside the locked Radiophonic 
room, a little disappointed by what we could see through the window. We contemplated 
unscrewing the Radiophonic Workshop name plate from the door and making off with it, 
but knew the stern-faced security guard from earlier would have been on to us." 
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Lime Grove Studios in the 1960s 


Lime Grove Studios was a film, and later television, studio complex in Shepherd's 
Bush, west London, England. 


The complex was built by the Gaumont Film Company in 1915. It was situated in Lime 
Grove, a residential street in Shepherd's Bush, and when it first opened was described 
by Gaumont as "the finest studio in Great Britain and the first building ever put up in 
this country solely for the production of films". Many Gainsborough Pictures films were 
made here from the early 1930s. Its sister studio was Islington Studios, also used by 
Gainsborough; films were often shot partly at Islington and partly at Lime Grove. 


In 1949, the complex was purchased by the BBC, who used it for television broadcasts 
until 1991. It was demolished in 1993." 


Gaumont-British Picture Corporation|[edit] 


In 1922, Isidore Ostrer along with brothers Mark and Maurice, acquired control 

of Gaumont-British from its French parent. In 1932 a major redevelopment of Lime 
Grove Studios was completed, creating one of the best equipped studio complexes of 
that era. The first film produced at the remodelled studio was the Walter 

Forde thriller Rome Express (1932), which became one of the first British sound films to 
gain critical and financial success in the United States (where it was distributed 

by Universal Pictures). 


The studios prospered under Gaumont-British, and in 1941 were bought by the Rank 
Organisation. By then Rank had a substantial interest in Gainsborough Pictures, and The 
Wicked Lady (1945), among other Gainsborough melodramas, was shot at Lime Grove. 


BBC studios[edit] 


In 1949 the BBC bought Lime Grove Studios as a "temporary measure"—because they 
were to build Television Centre at nearby White City—and began converting them from 
film to television use, reopening them on 21 May 1950.2 


Lime Grove would be used for many BBC Television programmes over the next forty-two 
years, including: Nineteen Eighty-Four, Steptoe and Son; Doctor 

Who; Nationwide (1969-83), a popular early-evening current affairs programme; Top of 
the Pops; and the early soap opera The Grove Family (1954-57) took its title family from 
the studios, where it was made. Lime Grove's use for programmes outside current 
affairs declined over time, and later episodes of the continuing series were made at BBC 
Television Centre and BBC Elstree. Indeed, in Lime Grove Studios' final years, its official 
name was Lime Grove Current Affairs Production Centre. The last live programme 

was The Late Show on 13 June 1991 from Studio D, although the final portion of the 
programme, with a symbolic "unplugging" of a camera power cord in Studio D by Cliff 
Michelmore, was pre-recorded. A children's magazine-style programme, Studio E, was 
broadcast live from the studio of the same name from 1955 until about 1958; it was 
hosted by Vera McKechnie. 


Led Zeppelin performed White Summer and Black Mountain Side there, on The Julie 
Felix Show, on 23 April 1970. 


In 1991 the BBC decided to consolidate its London television production at the nearby 
BBC Television Centre and to close its other studios including Lime Grove. On 26 August 


1991, a month after the studios were closed, the BBC transmitted a special day of 
programming called The Lime Grove Story, featuring examples of the many 
programmes and films that had been made at Lime Grove in its 76 years as a place of 
film and television production.“ BBC Television Theatre close by, near Shepherd's 
Bush Green, reverted to being the Shepherd's Bush Empire. 


By the end, the building was in such a poor state of repair that the remaining BBC staff 
nicknamed it "Slime Grove". The building was put on the market and eventually bought 
by a development company, Notting Hill Housing Association, which demolished the 
studios in 1993, and redeveloped the site into a housing estate. The streets in the 
estate were named Gaumont Terrace and Gainsborough Court, in memory of the past 
owners of Lime Grove Studios. 


In popular culture[edit] 


Lime Grove Studios was the setting for the fictional current affairs programme The 
Hour in the BBC drama of the same name. The studios are also represented in the 2013 
drama An Adventure in Space and Time, depicting the early years of Doctor Who, shot 
at Wimbledon Studios. 


See also[edit] 
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e List of Gainsborough Pictures films 
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Roath Lock 


Wikimedia | © OpenStreetMap 


General information 


Address Porth Teigr Way, Cardiff Bay, CF10 4GA 


Town or city Cardiff, Wales 


Country United Kingdom 
Opened September 2011 


Owner BBC Cymru Wales 


Facade detail 


Roath Lock is a television production studio that housed BBC drama productions 
including Doctor Who (and its spin-off Class). Both Casualty and Pobol y Cwm continue 
to be filmed here. The centre topped out on 20 February 2011 and filming for such 
productions commenced in autumn of the same year." 


The facility is located on a development site known as Porth Teigr, which included a 
proposed 3,700-square-metre (40,000 sq ft) digital media centre and an interactive 
exhibition titled Doctor Who Experience.” The facility has 500 to 600 people working on 
site." 


Design{[edit] 


The successful planning application sought permission for a 300-metre (980 ft) long, 
20,000-square-metre (220,000 sq ft) building housing studios and offices with a 
distinctive façade and repeating motifs. It will also have a gothic-style entrance inspired 
by some of William Burges' designs at Cardiff Castle and Castell Coch. The planning 
application showed the building would face the National Assembly's Ty Hywel building 
and the Atradius building across the water of Roath Basin.“ FAT architecture were 
appointed as architects and designed a bold facade in homage to the Cardiff 
architecture of William Burges and the local South Wales landscape. Unusual 
requirements for the building included an exact replica, in design and orientation, of 
the Bristol studio's Holby City carpark and corridors wide enough for two Daleks to pass 
one another. 


Construction] edit] 


Roath Lock during construction 


The 16,300 square metres (175,000 sq ft) of studios were constructed and fitted out 
within 13 months, marking the quickest BBC build of its size ever.™! The name of the 
drama village, Roath Lock, was announced at the topping out ceremony in January 
2011.2 


A £2.5m bridge linking the drama village to Cardiff Bay was lifted into place. The bridge 
was manufactured in nearby Newport from where it was broken down into twelve pieces 
to allow transportation. The building branding was manufactured in Cardiff by a local 
company which also designed and implement the wayfinding signs 


Production[edit] 


The development has brought under one roof the production of shows formerly filmed 
in Cardiff's Broadcasting House, at Upper Boat Studios near Pontypridd, and in Bristol.“ 


Programmes confirmed to be produced at the studios include: 


e Doctor Who®! 

e Casualty” 

e Pobol y Cwm (for S4C) 
e Upstairs Downstairs® 
e Wizards vs Aliens™ 


After the studios, offices and external filming lots were fully fitted out, filming for Pobol 
y Cwm and Casualty began in autumn 2011. Doctor Who moved into the 170,000 sq ft 
(15,800 sq m) site in 2012. The Sarah Jane Adventures was also scheduled to move to 
the facility in 2012, but future production of the series was halted in April 2011 due to 


the death of lead actress Elisabeth Sladen and will no longer continue.“4 The village is 
part of the BBC's commitment to double television network production from Cardiff by 
2016.8 


Surrounding development/edit] 


Roath Basin (nearest), Roath Dock (above) with the channel to Queen Alexandra Dock (centre 
right). 


Roath Basin is the largest single remaining undeveloped site in Cardiff Bay. It consists of 
approximately 27 acres and has an outline planning permission for 1,000 new homes 
and 100,000 sq m of commercial floor space. Igloo Regeneration, which is an 
investment fund managed by Aviva Investments, was selected by the Assembly 
Government as the Development Partner for the project. 


Investment of £8.5 million is needed to provide a road connection through the site 
providing both private and public transport from Pierhead Street through to 

the Norwegian Church, where a new bridge will need to be constructed over the existing 
lock-entrance to the dock. 


The project comprises two distinct, but inter-dependent, components; the regeneration 
of the currently derelict, former dock side land at Roath Basin would be commenced by 
Assembly Government investment into the site infrastructure, and the BBC Drama 
Village, which would total some 170,000 sq ft (16,000 m?) of television studios and 
ancillary accommodation, as well as a new office building, which could be operated as a 
"Digital Media Centre" where a range of BBC supply-chain companies and existing 
Welsh-based Creative Industry Sector businesses would be able to be accommodated. 


Transport links[edit] 


The Roath Lock Drama Village is served by the Baycar (Cardiff Bus number 6) service 
operated by Cardiff Bus, running every 10 minutes to Cardiff Bay and the City Centre. 


See also[edit] 


BOASC portal 
Wales portal 
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e Media in Cardiff 
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For the current BBC Wales headquarters, see Broadcasting House, Cardiff. 


| BBC Wales headquarters building 


3 Central Square 


Architectural 


style 


Location 


Address 


Construction 


started 


Cost 


Client 


Owner 


July 2019 


Wikimedia | © OpenStreetMap 


General information 


High-tech architecture 


Cardiff city centre 


3 Central Square, Cardiff CF10 1FP 


7 December 2015 ™ 


£120,000,000 


BBC Cymru Wales 


British Broadcasting Corporation 


Technical details 


Floor count 511 


Floor area 14,454 m? (155,580 sq ft)! 


Design and construction 


Architect Gerard Evenden"! 


Architecture firm Foster + Partners"! 


Developer Rightacres Property”! 
Structural Arup"! 
engineer 


Main contractor ISG UK Construction West”! 


The new BBC Wales headquarters building, officially known as 3 Central 
Square and also known as BBC New Broadcasting House, is located in Central 
Square, Cardiff.' The £120 million building will replace the BBC Cymru 

Wales Broadcasting House in Cardiff. 


Design and construction[edit] 


Construction started in December 2015" on the site of the former Cardiff Central bus 
station. The building will be half the size of the current Broadcasting House in Llandaff. 
m The BBC received the keys to the building in April 2018, after which the headquarters 
was fitted out with new technology! before staff moved in, around October 2019." 


The building has been designed by Foster + Partners, with the interior design by 
Overbury and Sheppard Robson. There will be four floors providing office, studio and 
production space.“ There will be desk space for 750 staff, on the basis that not all the 
1,200 staff will be on site at the same time. 


It is envisaged that an estimated 50,000 people will visit the new building every year. 
m The BBC agreed a 20 year lease on the building at an annual rent of around £25 per 
square foot per annum with Rightacres Property Company, the developer of the Central 
Square. 1 


Images during construction|[edit] 


CEN 


namu 


January 2017 


October 2017 
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Broadcasting House, Bristol 


The BBC campus, Broadcasting House Bristol, is located on Whiteladies 

Road, Bristol. The first building to be occupied was 21/23 Whiteladies Road, which was 
built in 1852 and is a Grade II listed building, with four radio studios. It was formally 
opened by the Lord Mayor of Bristol on 18 September 1934.2! The BBC has been on the 
same site ever since. 


Main sitefedit] _ E 
Since first opening Broadcasting House has grown to incorporate 25,8! 27/29, 31/33, 

(all also Grade II listed) and 33A&B Whiteladies Road, as well as nos 1, 3, 5, 7/9, 11/13, 

15/17 and 19 Tyndall's Park Road. It now provides offices and technical facilities for 


the BBC Natural History Unit, Bristol factual, network radio, BBC West and BBC Radio 
Bristol. 


Network radio studios, a network television studio (Studio B -Green Screen Virtual 
Studio), a regional television studio (Studio A), local radio studios, a combined television 
and radio newsroom, and an outside broadcast base have all been built on the site. 


In 1986 33A&B Whiteladies Road were demolished to make way for a new development 
providing post-production facilities, a restaurant, library and headquarters offices for the 
South and West Region, as well as a new reception for Broadcasting House. The new 
building was opened by Chris Patten on 19 January 1990. 


Other Bristol facilities[edit] 


At the time of World War Il the BBC also had radio facilities at Redland Park Hall, All 
Saints Hall, the Chapter House, College Road, Clifton Parish Hall, the Cooperative Hall 
and the Clifton Rocks Railway. 


In more recent times 15 Whiteladies Road, St Mary's Church in Belgrave Road, and 
Christchurch Hall have also provided accommodation and facilities. A radio control 
room was built in St George's Church, Brandon Hill. 


The BBC leased warehouses on the Kingsland Trading Estate since 1986, and also on 
the Lawrence Hill Industrial Park since 2002, to provide facilities and servicing 

for Casualty when it was produced in Bristol. However, the production has now moved 
to Cardiff. 
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For the Shenley Road film & TV studios, see Elstree Studios (Shenley Road). 


BBC Elstree Centre 


Entrance to complex off Eldon Avenue 


Waa ces, SN 
FA Tha 


Location within Hertfordshire 


Former Rock Studios, 
names British National Studios, 
ATV Elstree 


Etymology named after Elstree village 


General information 


Type Television production 


Location Located off Eldon Avenue, in Borehamwood 


Address BBC Elstree Centre, 
Eldon Avenue, 
Borehamwood, 


WD6 1NL 


Country United Kingdom 


\e51°39'35’N 0°16'29’WCoordinates: “51 
©39’35’N 0°16/29’W 


Coordinate 


S 


Current BBC Studioworks 


tenants 


Inaugurate 1914 
d 


Owner Associated Television (ATV) (1958-1983) 
British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
(1984-present) 


Website 


BBCStudioworks.com 


BBC Elstree Centre, sometimes referred to as BBC Elstree Studios,” is a television 
production facility, currently owned by the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC). 
Geographically located in the north-north-west area of Greater London, the complex is 
specifically located on Eldon Avenue in Borehamwood, Hertfordshire, in the WD 
postcode area of England. 


This site was the first of several such complexes colloquially referred to as ‘Elstree 
Studios' located in the area. Originally created as film studios, in the late 1950s the site 
was converted for use as a television studio, becoming the main television production 
site for Lew Grade's Associated Television (ATV) franchise for the ITV network. After ATV 
subsequently became Central Television and moved to a new Midlands-based site, this 
Elstree site was sold to the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) in 1984. It is 
currently a main production base for BBC Television, with the television studios being 
run by the BBC's commercial subsidiary BBC Studioworks, previously known as BBC 
Studios and Post Production. 


The BBC Elstree Centre site includes the external set for its long-running soap 

opera EastEnders and medical drama Holby City. With the sale and partial closure 

of BBC Television Centre in west London, BBC Television's original head office and 
primary TV production site, Studio D at Elstree has since been utilised for many of the 
BBC's large studio productions; such as Children in Need," and the BBC's 2015 General 
Election coverage. 


During the 2010s, BBC Studioworks started to administer three additional sound stages, 
newly equipped for television, at the nearby Elstree Studios, on Shenley Road. 


History[edit] 
Film studio[edit] 


The Neptune Film Company opened the first studios in Borehamwood in 1914. It 
contained just a single 70 feet (21 metres) window-less stage (the first 'dark stage' in 
England), relying on electricity from a gas-powered generator for lighting. At the time, 
this was an innovation, as the majority of early films were shot in large glass-roof 
studios which relied on natural light. It was said that Borehamwood was chosen as it 
had a good London train service, but was far enough away to avoid the then-regular 
London pea soup fogs. Production ceased during 1917, and the studio was sold to 

the Ideal Film Company, who used the site up until 1924.2 


During 1928, the studio was sold to Ludwig Blattner, who connected it to the electricity 
mains and introduced a German system of sound recording. The Blattner Studio was 
leased to Joe Rock Productions during 1934, and two years later it purchased the site. 
21 Rock Productions built four new large stages, and began making films, including the 
drama film The Edge of the World (1937), directed by Michael Powell. 


The studios were owned by British National Films Company between 1939 and 1948, 
although during this period a large portion of the studio was taken over by the British 
government for war work.2! 


During 1953, the studios were bought by Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., mainly for television 
production. Early productions included the Douglas Fairbanks Presents series (1953- 
1957), and a few episodes of A/fred Hitchcock Presents. The studios were subsequently 
sold to Lew Grade's Associated Television (ATV) in 1958.2 


ATV (edit! 


The original intention of the new owners, Associated Television (ATV), was to use the 
facility for production of the affiliated ITC filmed series. The Adventures of William 

Tell (1958-59) was produced here, but ATV's existing television studios were insufficient 
for its requirements. A 7.5 acres (3.0 hectares) site on London's South Bank had been 
purchased, but completion of a wholly new complex would be some years in the future, 
while the need for more studio space was urgent. As a result, the Eldon Avenue centre 
was re-equipped as an electronic television complex, and most of ATV's live and 
recorded shows were made there. The series made by the affiliated ITC, such as The 
Saint, Gideon's Way, and The Prisoner, were shot on 35 millimetres (1.4 inches) film at 
other companies’ neighbouring Elstree facilities or elsewhere, mostly at the well- 
known, and similarly named (Associated British Picture Corporation (ABPC) / EMI) Elstree 
(Film) Studios, and MGM-British Studios. 


Originally, some ATV programmes were made at the Alpha studios in Aston, 
Birmingham, as ATV had the weekday Midland franchise as well as the weekend London 
franchise until 1968. After 1970, programmes such as Crossroads were made at the 
new Birmingham studios at the ATV Centre. Larger-scale productions, including many 
drama programmes, continued to be recorded at the Elstree facility for the rest of ATV's 
existence. In the period of its occupation of the Elstree complex, the smaller Studios A 
and B were used for schools TV and sitcoms, while Studio C was a drama studio. Studio 
D, with permanent audience seating, was used for light entertainment 

programmes such as the ATV Morecambe and Wise series (Two of a Kind, 1961-68) 
and The Muppet Show (1976-81). 


BBC Elstree Centre{edit] 


Back of Albert Square, external part of the set of EastEnders. 


EMI 2001s on their last day in British National Studios at BBC Elstree Studio C in July 1991. The 
last programme in the world to use EMI 2001s to record images was EastEnders. 


When ATV was restructured as Central Independent Television in 1982, one of the 
conditions of its licence renewal by the governing body of the ITV network, 

the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA), was that ATV should vacate any London- 
based facilities and become more focused on the English Midlands, the region of the 
United Kingdom for which it held the ITV franchise. For the last 18 months of its use as 
an ITV production studio, the complex was under the ownership of Central Independent 
Television; as ATV ceased to exist as a company at the end of 31 December 1981. The 
studios remained in operation by Central TV up until July 1983 (the final production 
under Central ownership being a Max Bygraves-era episode of Family Fortunes), when 
its new main production centre in Nottingham was completed. 


When the BBC bought the Elstree site in 1984 to produce its new soap 
opera EastEnders (first aired on 19 February 1985), it did not purchase the equipment 
within the building.£ Some sources state that as a consequence, Central TV's studio 


technicians were instructed to make the equipment left behind inoperable (there are 
particular claims about the camera prisms being smashed). Other sources dispute this, 
claiming the equipment was already so old and worthless there would have been no 
gain in intentionally disabling it. When the BBC moved in, it repaired equipment that 
was not beyond repair, sometimes using spare parts from identical pieces of equipment 
already in BBC use. The EMI 2001 television cameras used in Studio 3 at BBC Television 
Centre, Shepherd's Bush, were moved into the newly renamed 'BBC Elstree Centre’ as 
part of that studio's refurbishment, instead of being stripped down for spare parts. 
Central TV's old EMI 2001s were considered to be beyond economic repair by BBC staff 
sent to examine the site, regardless of whether they had been intentionally disabled or 
not by Central TV employees. Meanwhile, the BBC replaced the BBC Television Centre 
Studio 3 cameras with Link 125 tube cameras. Elstree kept the EMI 2001s until 1991. 
Elstree's first new cameras were to be Thomson TTV-1531s, one of the last plumbicon- 
tubed cameras to be made.“ These camera were again replaced in the mid-1990s with 
Thomson TTV-1542 and TTV-1647 lightweight cameras using the then-new camera 
technology of a charge-coupled device (CCD). Widescreen was introduced in 1999, 
using Philios/Thomson LDK 100s.2! In 2010, the cameras across the site were again 
upgraded, this time to Sony HSC-300s.2 


Buildings[edit] 


‘Fairbanks’, with its distinctive green-tiled roof, is the oldest surviving building on the 
site, part of the studios constructed during the 1930s.” It sits adjacent to the largest 
studios, Studio C and D. 


Holby City Hospital reception entrance, as used on the fictional medical drama Holby City, filmed 


at Elstree. 


‘Neptune House' was built during the 1960s, and has a glass-fronted entrance. It has 
featured in several popular television series, including as the school in Grange Hill, and 
since 1999, as the hospital reception for Holby City. A purpose-built set was constructed 
for Grange Hill at the back of the building in 1989, but was dismantled when the series 
left Elstree in 2002. Neptune House can be seen in the opening titles of Gerry 
Anderson's science-fiction series UFO (1970) as Harlington-Straker Film Studios, the 
(literal) cover for the secret and below-ground headquarters of SHADO. The hospital 
‘wards’ in Holby City are actually the top floor of Neptune House, fully kitted out, 
allowing genuine outside views from the windows. The building's staircases are seen 
almost constantly in the series. 


Backlot{[edit] 


Exteriors and interiors of the Queen Vic are filmed on site 


The exterior set for the fictional East London setting Albert Square in EastEnders” is 
located in the permanent backlot at 51°39°32”N 0°16’40’W. Originally constructed 

in 1984, the set is outdoors and open to the elements; by 2010, it was looking 
increasingly shabby. It was rebuilt for compliance with the requirements of high- 
definition television (HD TV) on the same site in 2013-2014, using mostly real brick, 
with some areas using a new improved plastic brick. Throughout rebuilding filming 
would still take place, and so scaffolding was often seen on screen during the process, 
with some story lines written to accommodate the rebuilding, such as the Queen Vic 
fire. In January 2014, the BBC announced on the EastEnders website that the set has 
been approved to be expanded by twenty percent; creating a new permanent front lot, 
located on the site of the former staff car park.2% This expansion project is the 'E20' 
project, which by 2018 had already gone over-budget. 


Studios(edit] 


The Big Fat Quiz of the Year set in Studio D 


Through the Keyhole set in Studio D 


Of the seven large studios on site, all are operated by BBC Studioworks. However, only 
one (Studio D) is available for hire, the other six being permanently dedicated 

to EastEnders. There are also a number of smaller studios used for the filming of Holby 
City. The current configuration is as follows: 


Studio A[ edit] 
66 x 62 metric feet within fire lanes. 


Part of the EastEnders studio facilities. It has an overhang in one corner with production 
galleries above, but these areas are no longer used. 


Studio B[ edit] 
70 x 62 metric feet within fire lanes. 


Part of the EastEnders studio facilities. Like A, C and D, it has an overhang in one corner 
with production galleries above. The original gallery facilities have been modified into 
two separate production galleries for use on EastEnders, and both can control any of the 
studios on site (other than Studio D) plus the backlot. 


Studio C[ edit] 
102 x 68 metric ft within fire lanes. 


Part of the EastEnders studio facilities. Like A, B and D, it has an overhang in one corner 
with production galleries above. The original gallery facilities have been converted into 
a switching and engineering area for BBC News' election broadcasts.24 


Studio D[edit] 
114 x 78 metric feet, excluding audience seating 


The only studio on site available for hire via BBC Studioworks, this is a 8,892 sq ft 
(826.1 m?) light-entertainment studio with permanent audience seating in a recessed 
area of one wall. Like A, B and C, it has an overhang in one corner with production 
galleries above. The adjacent Studio E, which is 1,134 sqft, is used as props handling." 


Studio E[ edit] 


Adjacent to Studio D, Studio E, which is 1,134 square feet (105.4 square metres), is 
used as props handling.“ 


Stage 1[edit] 
154 x 60 metric feet outside fire lanes. 


Part of the EastEnders studio facilities. It includes a number of control rooms and 
associated facilities along one wall, which can control the backlot plus any of the studios 
on site (other than Studio D). This is the home of the standing sets of The Queen 
Victoria and the cafe. 


Stage 2[edit] 
Part of the EastEnders studio facilities. Located in the same complex as Stage 1 and 3. 
Stage 3[edit] 
Part of the EastEnders studio facilities. Located in the same complex as Stage 1 and 2. 


Productions[edit] 
BBC productions(edit] 


Bamzooki 

BBC Children in Need (Studio D, 2013-Present) 
EastEnders (1985-) 

Grange Hill (1985-2002) 

Holby City 

Inside No. 9 (2014-) 

Kilroy 

Let's Sing and Dance (2017-) 

Newsroom South East 

e Sadie / 

e The British Animal Honours (2013-) 

e That Puppet Game Show (2013) 

e Top of the Pops (1991-2001™5La & 2018) 
e Sam Smith at the BBC (Studio D, 2017) 


Other productions(edit] 


Spitting Image (1984-1996) 

Auf Wiedersehen, Pet (1983) 

The Big Fat Quiz of the Year (2018) 
Blockbusters (1983, 2019) 

Celebrity Game Night (Studio D, 2018)24 
Dara O Briain's Go 8 Bit (Studio D, 2017-2018) 
Dead Set (2008) 

Douglas Fairbanks Presents (1953-55) 
The Edge of the World (1937) 

Family Fortunes (1980-1) 

The Golden Shot (1967) 

Keep It in the Family (Studio D, 2014-15) 
Little Big Shots (Studio D, 2017-) 

Lip Sync Battle UK (Studio D, 2016-) 
Love Island: Aftersun (Studio D, 2019-)22 
e The Muppet Show (1976-81) 

e Play to the Whistle (Studio D, 2017-) 

e Relatively Clever (Studio D, 2015) 

e Stars in Their Eyes (Studio D, 2015) 

e Tenable (Studio D, 2016-) 

e This Time Next Year (Studio D, 2017-2018) 
e Through the Keyhole (Studio D, 2018-) 


Further readingledit] _ 


e Leslie Banks. The Elstree Story: Twenty-One Years of Film-Making. Clerke and 
Cockeran. 88 pages; with contributions by Douglas Fairbanks, Alfred 


Hitchcock, Ralph Richardson, Victory Saville, Googie Withers, Anna Neagle, and John 
Mills. 

e Warren, Patricia (1983). British Film Studios: An Illustrated History. Batsford: Anova 
Books. ISBN 978-0-7134-8644-5. 

e Warren, Patricia (1983). Elstree: The British Hollywood. London, England: Elm Tree 
Books. ISBN 978-0-86287-446-9. 

e Castle, Stephen; Brooks, William (1988). The Book of Elstree & Boreham 
Wood. Buckingham, England: Barracuda Books Ltd. ISBN 978-0-86023-406-7. 

e Welsh, Paul (1996). Elstree Film & Television Festival Programme. Elstree and 
Borehamwood Town Council. 
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BBC Pacific Quay 


BBC Pacific Quay view from the Clyde 


Wikimedia | © OpenStreetMap 


General information 


Architectural Post-modern 


style 
Location Glasgow 
Address Pacific Quay, Pacific Drive, Glasgow, 


G51 1DA 


Country Scotland 


Current BBC One Scotland 
tenants BBC Two Scotland 
BBC Alba 
BBC Radio Scotland 
BBC Radio nan Gaidheal 


Opened 20 September 2007 
Cost £72 million 
Owner BBC Scotland 


Design and construction 


Architect David Chipperfield Architects, Keppie 
Architects 


Website 


www.bbc.co.uk/corporate2/scotland/productionfacilities 


BBC Pacific Quay is BBC Scotland's television and radio studio complex at Pacific 
Quay, Glasgow, Scotland. Opened by then Prime Minister Gordon Brown on 20 
September 2007," the studios are home to BBC Scotland's television, radio and online 
services and the headquarters of the BBC in Scotland. 


Location|[edit] 


The studios are located adjacent to the Glasgow Science Centre, across the river from 
the Scottish Exhibition and Conference Centre and adjacent to the studios of 
commercial broadcaster STV. The new building is one of the most modern digital 
broadcasting facilities in the world, complete with the BBC's first HD-capable newsroom. 


Functioning|[edit] 


Television studio facilities based at BBC Pacific Quay were rebranded as "Street @ BBC 
Scotland" in 2018.2 


There are three main television studios based at BBC Pacific Quay. 


Studio A is the largest television studio at the complex, with 8,417 sq ft (782 m?) of 
studio floor space. It can easily accommodate studio audiences of up to 320. 


Studio B is the small to medium-sized studio, with 2,594 sq ft (241 m?) of studio floor 
space. Small studio audiences of up to 100 can be accommodated in Studio B. 


Studio C is the smallest studio, with 1,938 sq ft (180 m?) of studio floor space. It is the 
home to BBC Scotland's flagship news programme Reporting Scotland, and is also used 
for local news, politics and current affairs programming for BBC Scotland. Because of 
this, it is usually not available for use by other productions. 


In addition, the Quay stage studio is used to host musical performances in front of a 
studio audience; acts have included KT Tunstall, Texas and The Fratellis.“ The central 
feature of the complex is used to record interviews, host political programming and 
transmit webcasts such as Authors Live. 


The complex also houses facilities needed for television productions, such as nine 
dressing rooms, large green rooms, audience lounge, make up, wardrobe, production 
offices and full studio technical support services. 2221 


The complex also houses six radio studios used for BBC Radio Scotland, BBC Radio nan 
Gaidheal and other radio stations. 


History[edit] 


The BBC had outgrown their old headquarters in Queen Margaret Drive, Glasgow." In 
July 1999 the BBC indicated that around 800 staff would be moving to a new building 
that would be located at Pacific Quay. The BBC held a competition to design a new 
building with more than seventy companies attracted. By March 2001 there was a 
shortlist of seven entries.” 


The building[edit] 


The £72 million project on the River Clyde in Glasgow was designed by David 
Chipperfield Architects, but Keppie Architects took control in late 2004.4 It is home to 
the biggest TV recording space to be built in Scotland and has an area of 

782 m? (8,420 sq ft) with a new retractable stand seating for 320 audience members, 
although the studio can sit a maximum audience of 338 people. 
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BBC Wogan House 


Location within Central London 


Former BBC Western House 


names 


General information 


Location 99 Great Portland Street, London 


Country United Kingdom 


51.519132°N 


Coordinate : 

: 0.142717°WCoordinates: ‘9#51.519132°N 
OM 427A EW 

Current BBC (used to house BBC Radio 2, BBC 

tenants Radio 6 Music and the BBC Club) 

Owner Aberdeen Asset Management 


Technical details 
Floor count 7 


BBC Wogan House is a building in central London owned by Aberdeen Asset 
Management and currently on long-term lease to the BBC." It is located on the junction 
of Gildea Street and Great Portland Street adjacent to the BBC's 

headquarters, Broadcasting House. Originally named Western House, on 16 November 
2016 the building was renamed Wogan House after the late Irish broadcaster Sir Terry 
Wogan who broadcast from the building for many years, including his final Breakfast 
Show in December 2009. 


History[edit] 


The building has been used by the BBC since at least 1953 and for a large part of that 
time the upper floors were occupied by the BBC's Engineering Designs Department, 

21 with the ground floor being occupied firstly by a car showroom and latterly becoming 
the home of the BBC's Recorded Sound Effects Library. During this period, the building 
became the UK base for the first transatlantic colour television satellite 
communications." The BBC Engineering Designs Department was restructured in the 
late 1980s and subsequently vacated Western House in 1987. 


Following extensive renovation in the early/mid-2000s, its main use since 2006 has 
been as the home of BBC Radio 2 and BBC Radio 6 Music,"! although it also houses 
several smaller radio studios for use by other BBC stations as well as a gym, bar and 
bistro for use by members of the BBC Club and guests."! 
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Yalding House 


The entrance 


Yalding House is a building at 152-156 Great Portland Street, London, United 
Kingdom. It was formerly owned by the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), and 
from 1952 until 2013 housed the corporation's music department." 


The BBC Central Music Library was located on the ground floor and basement: the 
building's former role as a car showroom made it ideal for the heavy shelving required 
to store the collection. The BBC Third Programme, later renamed Radio 3, was also 
based at Yalding House. 


It became the home of BBC Radio 1, together with Newsbeat, in 1996 when the Radio 1 
studios were moved from Egton House.” BBC Radio 1Xtra was launched at Yalding 
House. 


On 14 December 2012, Radio 1 broadcast its last ever show from Yalding House which 
was The Radio 1 Breakfast Show with Nick Grimshaw."! 


Studios[edit] 


Yalding House contained five studios which were used to broadcast shows on Radio 1 
and 1Xtra. 


e Studio Y1 - used mainly for production. 

e Studio Y2 - used by The Radio 1 Breakfast Show with Nick Grimshaw, The Official 
Chart with Reggie Yates, Scott Mills and Greg James. 

e Studio Y3 - used by Fearne Cotton, Zane Lowe and Huw Stephens. 

e Studios Y4&Y5 - used mainly by 1Xtra, but occasionally by Radio 1, as needed. 
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Queen Elizabeth Hall 


Exterior view of venue (c.2018) 


General information 


Architectur Brutalist 


al style 

Address Belvedere Road 
Town or London SE1 
city 


Country England 


51°30'24’N 00°06'58.9”WCoordinates: 


Coordinate 
51°3024’N 00°06'58.9"°W 


S 


Opened 1 March 1967 


Design and construction 


Architect Hubert Bennett 
Jack Whittle 
F.G West 


Geoffrey Horsefall 


Structural Ove Arup & Partners 


engineer 


Main Higgs and Hill 


contractor 

Renovating team 
Architect FCB Studios 

Other information 


Seating 916 


capacity 


The Queen Elizabeth Hall (QEH) is a music venue on the South Bank in London, 
England, that hosts daily classical, jazz, and avant-garde music and dance 
performances. It was opened in 1967, with a concert conducted by Benjamin Britten.” 


The QEH was built along with the smaller Purcell Room as part of Southbank Centre arts 
complex. It stands alongside the Royal Festival Hall, which was built for the Festival of 
Britain of 1951, and the Hayward Gallery which opened in 1968. 


History[edit] 


The QEH stands on the site of a former shot tower, built as part of a lead works in 1826 
and retained for the Festival of Britain. The QEH and the Purcell Room were built 
together by Higgs and Hill” and opened in March 1967. 


The venue was closed for two years of renovations in September 2015, and reopened in 
April 2018.4 


Description|edit] 


Queen Elizabeth Hall from across the river Thames in 2009 


The QEH has over 900 seats and the Purcell Room in the same building has 360 seats. 
The two auditoriums were designed by a team led by Hubert Bennett, head of the 
architects department of the Greater London Council, with Jack Whittle, F.G. West and 
Geoffrey Horsefall. They form part of the Southbank Centre arts complex along with the 
larger Royal Festival Hall (RFH) and an art gallery, the Hayward Gallery (opened in 
October 1968). 


The sculpture Zemran in stainless steel (by William Pye, 1972) stands on the riverside 
terrace of the QEH. 


Architecture[edit] 
Introduction (edit) 


The design of the QEH was intended to show to a high degree the separate masses and 
elements of the building, to avoid competing with the scale and presence of the RFH. 
The QEH uses minimal decoration and was designed to allow circulation at multiple 
levels around the building. The focus is primarily on the internal spaces, which as 
originally designed had very limited fenestration except for the (deeply inset) sweep 
along the river frontage of the foyer building. 


The original arrangements provided for circulation above and below the foyer (no longer 
allowed for security reasons, although the roof terrace has been opened for the Summer 
of Fun festival in 2011), right around the sides and rear of the two auditoriums, and also 
a bridge link to the Hayward Gallery. The powerful forms and austere materials are an 
example of brutalist architecture, and the design also highlights the plasticity of 
concrete. 


Foyerjedit] 


The foyer in 2011 


The foyer is at first-floor level, and the foyer building is supported on 

octagonal reinforced concrete columns, with an undercroft below, and is vee-shaped. 
The two arms of the vee-shape are linked to the QEH auditorium by cast concrete tubes, 
reminiscent of a spaceship's docking arrangement. The provision of only two entrances 
to the auditorium causes congestion and slow exit for audiences. This is also a 
consequence of the decision to place all the foyer facilities on a single level, even 
though there is a significant descent to the auditorium entrance level, and steps are 
required up to the Purcell Room level. The foyer is an irregular shape to accommodate 
the angle between the axes of Waterloo Bridge and the north-east side of the RFH. 


A notable feature of the QEH is the interior of the foyer building, with its intimate scale 
and subtle use of materials, and the terrace overlooking Queen's Walk. The original 
1960s cool of this area had been largely lost owing to the intrusion of artificial 
partitions, to provide smaller areas for various activities by day as well as in the 
evening, in the 2000s. The extensive foyer was restored during the renovation works of 
2016-18, with better integration of access for persons of reduced mobility. The bar area 
was extended to the south onto part of the external terrace with new glazing to bring 
more light into the foyer. 


The main entrance to the foyer is from walkway level near the north end of the terrace 
of the RFH. To see the intended effect this should be viewed head-on from the north 
corner of the RFH. The entrance, in brutalist style, is in the form of a horizontal slit in 
the concrete structure, with six pairs of cast aluminium doors. 


A smaller entrance is provided at ground level, originally intended to be for visitors set 
down by car (circulation of traffic under the Waterloo Bridge approach was possible 
before the Museum of the Moving Image building was constructed in the 1980s) or 
coming from the car park under the Hayward Gallery. This entrance also appears to 
have led to the undercroft, but that access is now blocked off. An internal staircase 
leads to the foyer level from this lower entrance, past the original box office area. 
Lavatories take up the south-east wall of the foyer building, and are housed in a 
structure extending out towards the centre access road. 


QEH foyer building with the Hayward Gallery to right 


The building's appearance works best by night, especially when approached from the 
eastern one of Golden Jubilee Footbridges beside Hungerford Bridge. 


After being closed for many years, the roof terrace and bridge to the Hayward Gallery 
were reopened in 2011, with the creation of a new external gallery and a roof garden 
and café, in partnership with the Eden Project in Cornwall. This reopened one of the 
most interesting pedestrian circulation possibilities of the original design. The roof 
terrace is reached by the external concrete staircase at the west corner on Queen's 
Walk near Festival Pier, which also leads to the lower level and the route to Festival 
Square. A crude disabled ramp, constructed of breeze blocks and bricks, has been 
added to the walkway between the QEH entrance and the Hayward Gallery. 


Auditorium (edit] 


The QEH auditorium is a separate building from the foyer. The auditorium building is 
aligned with the rear of its stage parallel to Waterloo Bridge and the seating area 
cantilevered out towards the foyer, supported by a massive column containing the 
emergency escape staircases at the rear. 


The north-west facade, by Waterloo Bridge, although stained by pollution and rainwater, 
is a good example of the massive concrete forms popular in 1960s Brutalist 
architecture in Britain. A slightly raised area, resembling a low stage is provided facing 
Waterloo Bridge. This may have been intended for outdoor performances. 


A great concrete "prow", encasing the air conditioning ducting, protrudes towards 

the Thames along the side of the auditorium at roof level. The walkway area below this 
feature is on the roof of a utility building, and a branch of the restaurant chain Wahaca 
has been installed in a set of containers there, in 2012. Ventilation services are provided 
from a plant room on the roof of the Purcell Room via a massive concrete duct between 


the buildings leading into the QEH roof, and a concrete tower leading to the concrete 
duct on the north-east edge of the foyer building roof. 


The acoustic properties of the Queen Elizabeth Hall are judged to be generally excellent. 
The acoustical properties of the Hall when examined in 1968 by music critics and 
engineers following a period of testing, trials and adjustment, were found to be of 
"general excellence" in the three key areas of: a) Reverberation Time, which in this Hall 
is mainly adjusted by opening and closing cavities in the vertical wood panels on both 
sides, b) Tone and Definition, by allowing diffusion with minimum use of deflectors over 
the seating area rather than the platform, and finally c) 'Singing' Tone produced here as 
in all excellent halls by a substantial height of the auditorium which. In the QEH's case, 
although the rear stalls are steeply raked, the ceiling is 25 feet above the highest seats 
to the ceiling. (Trends in Concert-Hall Acoustics and the Elizabeth Hall C. L. S. 

Gilford The Musical Times Vol. 109 No 1499 Jan. 1968) 


There have inevitably been many alterations and adaptation of the Hall, particularly in 
recent years, involving increasing the size of the platform and rigging extra specialised 
lighting arrays which allow the staging of dance and comedy productions. This had 
adversely impacted on the Hall's acoustics, in particular in the area of tone and 
definition by increasing deflection in the platform area. As part of the refurbishment 
work of 2015-18, a retracting gantry was provided at ceiling level reducing this intrusion 
when not required. 


The undercroft(edit] 


The Undercroft 


The undercroft of the foyer building has been popular with skateboarders since the early 
1970s and it is widely acknowledged to be London's most distinctive and popular 
skateboarding area. Opened in 1967 as a pedestrian walkway, it was first used by 
skateboarders in 1973 as the architectural features were found to be perfect for 
skateboard tricks. Unlike skateparks which are designed specifically with skateboarding 
and BMX in mind, the undercroft is not a skatepark but a found space, and still 
considered by the users as a street spot. The area is now used by 

skateboarders, BMXers, graffiti artists, taggers, photographers, and performance artists, 
among others. A photographic archive of the graffiti can be found at The Graffiti 
Archaeology Project. Although this informal activity, social and arts scene is a distinctive 
feature of the Southbank Centre site, it was proposed that the area would be 
redeveloped. However a statement from the Prime Minister's office (reported in Time 
Out, in August 2008) cited the importance of the undercroft for these uses. 


The Southbank Centre, as part of its £120 million proposed Festival Wing development, 
sought to insert café and shop units in the Undercroft space partly to fund new 

performance spaces in the new buildings to be built above parts of the Queen Elizabeth 
Hall and to move the skate space to a new location under Hungerford Bridge about 120 


metres away. This was opposed by the Long Live Southbank Campaign which gained 
the support of Mayor Boris Johnson in early 2014, leading to the suspension of the 
Festival Wing proposals. (See Southbank Centre entry for further details.) 


Long Live Southbank and the Southbank Centre agreed a refurbishment programme 
51 for the Undercroft space which was subsequently carried out. 


Roofiedit] 


A Room For London viewed from the South Bank in 2012 


Since 2012, the temporary structure A Room for London has been located on top of the 
auditorium building. The structure, designed by architect David Kohn" is described as 
"a one-bedroom installation"™ and is shaped to appear like a boat perched on top of a 
building. 


Recent developments[edit] 


In 2005-06, the South Bank Centre and Arts Council considered reconstruction or 
replacement of the QEH and Purcell Room by two new auditoriums, each of 
approximately 1,100 seats, one for classical music and one for amplified music and 
contemporary dance performances. This would have posed significant architectural 
challenges, given the constrained site and the close proximity of the Royal Festival Hall. 
In 2013, proposals were commissioned from Feilden Clegg Bradley for the Festival Wing 
scheme of the Southbank Centre, but this scheme did not proceed. 


The whole 1960s complex including the Queen Elizabeth Hall, Purcell Room and 
Hayward Gallery, underwent complete internal refurbishment under the banner "Let the 
Light In" in 2015-18, to designs by the architecture practice Feilden Clegg Bradley. The 
work does not cover any major cleaning or work to the exteriors. The Arts 

Council granted £10 million, the remainder being raised by sponsorship, such as seat- 
naming, and private donations. 


Although none of these buildings are listed or protected the Southbank Centre has 
consistently opposed petitions to the government for listing so that it can maintain as 


much flexibility to make changes as part of future development of this area of the site 
in accordance with its masterplan in the future, the level and standard of restoration 
and renewal carried out was commensurate with the building's significance and 
standing. 
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External links[edit] 


e Southbank Centre website (Performance and events information for Queen Elizabeth 
Hall) 

e William Pye website (Pictures of William Pye sculptures, including Zemran) 

e www.panoramicearth.com (Panoramic photograph from Queen Elizabeth Hall 
terrace) 

e https://www.flickr.com/groups/southbankcentre/ (A Flickr group dedicated to 
pictures of the Southbank Centre) 

e dobedo.co.uk website (Film about the history, architecture and culture around the 
late 1960s SBC buildings and QEH Undercroft) 
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Royal Festival Hall 


The Royal Festival Hall from the Victoria Embankment 
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General information 
Type Concert hall 


Architectural Modernist 


style 


Address Belvedere Road 
London, SE1 
United Kingdom 


Coordinates 51°30721.01'N 00°07'00.44’W 


Construction 1948 (18 months to complete) 


started 


Inaugurated 3 May 1951 


Renovated 2005-2007 


Cost £2 million (1951) 


Renovation £111 million (2007) 


cost 
Client London County Council 
Owner London County Council (1951-1965) 
Greater London Council (1965-1986) 
Arts Council (1986-1988) 
Southbank Centre Limited (1988- 
present) 
Design and construction 
Architect Robert Matthew and Leslie Martin 
Other Robin Day (furniture including surviving 
designers auditorium seating) 
Main Holland, Hannen & Cubitts 
contractor 


Website 


southbankcentre.co.uk 


The Royal Festival Hall is a 2,900-seat concert, dance and talks venue 

within Southbank Centre in London. It is situated on the South Bank of the River 
Thames, not far from Hungerford Bridge, in the London Borough of Lambeth. It is a 
Grade | listed building, the first post-war building to become so protected (in 1981). 

t The London Philharmonic Orchestra, the Philharmonia Orchestra and the Orchestra of 
the Age of Enlightenment are resident in the hall. 


The hall was built as part of the Festival of Britain for London County Council, and was 
officially opened on 3 May 1951. When the LCC's successor, the Greater London 
Council, was abolished in 1986, the Festival Hall was taken over by the Arts Council, and 
managed together with the Queen Elizabeth Hall and Purcell Room (opened 1967) and 
the Hayward Gallery (1968), eventually becoming an independent arts organisation, 
now known as the Southbank Centre, in April 1998.” 


The complex includes several reception rooms, bars and restaurants, and the Clore 
Ballroom, accommodating up to 440 for a seated dinner.®! A large head and shoulders 
bust of Nelson Mandela (by lan Walters, created in 1985) stands on the walkway 


between the hall and Hungerford Bridge approach viaduct. Originally made in glass-fibre 
it was repeatedly vandalised until re-cast in bronze. !<#tion needed 


The complex's variety of open spaces and foyers are popular for social or work-related 
meetings. 


The closest tube stations are Waterloo and, across the river via the Jubilee 
Bridges, Embankment and Charing Cross. 


The original building| edit] 


View to the South from Westminster Pier, 1958 


The Festival Hall project was led by London County Council’s chief architect, Robert 
Matthew, who gathered around him a young team of talented designers including Leslie 
Martin, who was eventually to lead the project with Edwin Williams and Peter Moro, 
along with the furniture designer Robin Day and his wife, the textile designer Lucienne 
Day. The acoustical consultant was Hope Bagenal, working with members of 

the Building Research Station; Henry Humphreys, Peter Parkin and William Allen. 

™ Martin was 39 at the time, and very taken with the Nordic activities of Alvar 

Aalto and Gunnar Asplund.® 


The figure who really drove the project forward was Herbert Morrison, the Labour 
Party politician. He it was who had insisted that Matthew had Martin as his deputy 
architect, treating the Festival Hall as a special project. 


Architecture([edit] 


A 1948 sketch by Martin shows the design of the concert hall as the egg in a box. But 
the strength of the design was the arrangement of interior space: the central staircase 
has a ceremonial feel and moves elegantly through the different levels of light and air. 


They were concerned that whilst the scale of the project demanded a monumental 
building, it should not ape the triumphal classicism of many earlier public buildings. The 
wide open foyers, with bars and restaurants, were intended to be meeting places for all: 
there were to be no separate bars for different classes of patron. Because these public 
spaces were built around the auditorium, they also had the effect of insulating the Hall 
from the noise of the adjacent railway bridge.24 


To quote Leslie Martin, "The suspended auditorium provides the building with its major 
attributes: the great sense of space that is opened out within the building, the flowing 
circulation from the symmetrically placed staircases and galleries that became known 
as the ‘egg in the box’."2u 


The hall they built used modernism’s favourite material, reinforced concrete, alongside 
more luxurious elements including beautiful woods and Derbyshire fossilised limestone. 
uo The exterior of the building was bright white, intended to contrast with the blackened 
city surrounding it. Large areas of glass on its façade meant that light coursed freely 
throughout the interior, and at night, the glass let the light from inside flood out onto 
the river, in contrast to the darkness which befell the rest of London after dusk.#2 


The hall originally seated 2,901. The cantilevered boxes are often described as looking 
like drawers pulled out in a hurried burglary, but none has a compromised sightline. The 
ceiling was wilfully sculptural, a conceit at the very edge of building technology and, as 
it turns out, way beyond the contemporary understanding of acoustics. Robin Day, 
who designed the furniture for the auditorium, used a clearly articulated structure in his 
designs of bent plywood and steel.22 


The original building had lushly planted roof terraces; the Level Two foyer café had been 
able to spill out onto the terraces looking out on the river, and original entrances were 
positioned on the sides of the building, enabling visitors to arrive directly at the stairs 
leading to the auditorium. 


The foundation stone was laid in 1949 by Prime Minister Clement Attlee on the site of 
the former Lion Brewery, built in 1837.22 The building was constructed by Holland 
Hannen & Cubitts"* at a cost of £2 million and officially opened on 3 May 1951 with a 
gala concert attended by King George VI and Queen Elizabeth, conducted by Sir 
Malcolm Sargent and Sir Adrian Boult.2= The first general manager was T. E. Bean, who 
had previously managed the Hallé Orchestra. 


"I was overwhelmed by a shock of breathless delight at the originality and beauty of the 
interior. It felt as if | had been instantly transported far into the future and that | was on 
another planet,” said journalist Bernard Levin of his first impressions of the building.2” 


Royal Festival Hall and Shot Tower, 1959 


Organ(edit] 


The 7,866 pipe organ was built during 1950-1954 by Harrison & Harrison in Durham, to 
the specification of the London County Council's consultant, Raloh Downes, who also 
supervised the tonal finishing. It was designed as a well-balanced classical instrument 
embracing a number of rich and varied ensembles which alone or in combination could 
equal the dynamic scale of any orchestra or choral grouping, in addition to coping with 
the entire solo repertoire.2& 


The design principles enshrined in its construction gave rise to a whole new school of 
organ building, known as the English Organ Reform Movement, influencing in the UK 
alone the cathedral organs of Coventry and Blackburn and the concert hall organs of 


the Fairfield Halls, Croydon, and the Bridgewater Hall, Manchester: there are also 
innumerable organs in other countries which have been influenced by it.24 


However, the design of the organ in its housing made maintenance difficult, and by 
2000 it had become unusable. It was consequently completely removed before 
restoration of the Hall itself began in 2005, and after restoration and updating by 
Harrison & Harrison, a third of the organ was reinstalled. The remainder was reinstalled 
between 2012 and 2013, and voicing completed in 2014." 


AcousticsS(edit] 


The Festival Hall was one of the first concert halls in the world to be built using the 
application of scientific principles, both theoretical and experimental. Hope Bagenal and 
his colleagues from the Building Research Station formed an integral part of the design 
team. The acoustic behaviour of the seats was measured and tested in a laboratory to 
enable more exacting design. Careful consideration of external noise problems was 
undertaken. 


Following the opening of the hall, there was some criticism of certain aspects of the 
acoustics. This was partially attributable to the fact that some of the original 
specifications for room surfaces determined by the acoustic consultants were ignored in 
the building process. A specific problem for performers was the difficulty of hearing 
each other on the platform. Both the angled ‘blast’ side walls and the plywood reflectors 
projected sound away from the stage.24 


The general consensus was that the hall was ‘too dry’, not reverberant enough, 
particularly at low frequencies, and that the bass tone was weak. The definition was 
‘excellent’ for chamber and modern music, but the hall was not as effective for music of 
the late Classical or Romantic period. Sir John Barbirolli commented, "Everything is 


sharp and clear and there is no impact, no fullness on the climaxes." 


Hall Interior 


Heating systemsS(edit] 


A ground source heat pump was used to heat the building in the winter and cool the 
building in the summer.22 Water was extracted from the River 


Thames below Hungerford Bridge using a centrifugal pump. Heat was extracted from 
the river water using a heat pump. The compressors were driven by two Rolls-Royce 
Merlin engines, adapted to run on town gas. It was not successful due to overheating 
the building and other problems and was removed early on.24 


The 1964 alterations[edit] 


As a structure, the new Festival Hall was technically stretched, and maintenance was 
soon required. The building was substantially altered in 1964 by adding the foyers and 
terraces to the river side of the building, extending the footprint by 30 ft, and more 
dressing rooms to the rear. Alterations to the façades overlooking the river removed the 
poorly judged decorative tiles, altering the Scandinavian Modernism of the building's 
primary public face in favour of a plainer and hard-edged style. !t#terseedea The building's 
original entrance sequence was much compromised by these changes and the later 
additions of raised concrete walkways around the building to serve the neighbouring 
Queen Elizabeth Hall, Purcell Room and The Hayward, built in 1967/8. 


Assisted resonance[edit] 


Leo Beranek, an American acoustics engineer who had undertaken measurements of all 
of the world's leading concert halls, had identified that the interior treatment of the 
auditorium was absorbing too much sound.2 By 1962 the authorities, after prolonged 
experiment, had become convinced that no improvement in the 

hall's reverberation could be achieved by any further treatment of its surfaces. Longer 
reverberation would require modification to the main structure, reducing the seating 
capacity and the provision of a new ceiling. This was considered too costly, particularly 
as any hypothetical gain in ‘warmth’ or ‘resonance’ might well be by the sacrifice of 
other positive qualities for which the Hall was generally esteemed, for example, its 
clarity, its comparative uniformity of acoustic response and its freedom from echo.22 


It was known that the ancient Greeks had developed the technique of using vases built 
into their auditoria which added resonance to strengthen tone or improve its quality, 
though the effect was very weak. The Building Research Station developed an electronic 
method of lengthening the reverberation time by a system called ‘assisted resonance’ 
in which some of the acoustical energy lost to the surfaces of the hall was replaced by 
acoustical energy supplied by a loudspeaker. Each microphone and its associated 
loudspeaker was limited to the one frequency by placing the microphone inside 

a Helmholtz resonator fitted into the ceiling in a range of sizes which resonated over a 
wide range of the low frequencies which critics and musicians thought did not 
adequately reverberate in the hall. 172 channels were used to cover a frequency range 
of 58 Hz to 700 Hz, increasing reverberation time from 1.4 to 2.5 s in the 125 Hz octave 
band.2" However, the system never fully solved the problem, and as it aged it became 
unreliable, occasionally emitting odd sounds during performances. It was switched off in 
1998, which returned the acoustics to their poor state, so bad that they make 
performers who play in it "lose the will to live", according to Sir Simon Rattle. 25 


The 2007 renovation|edit] 
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Royal Festival Hall's southern side 


The building underwent a substantial renovation between 2005 and 2007 aimed at 
improving the poor acoustics and building layout, led by architects Allies and 

Morrison with consulting engineer firms Max Fordham LLP (M&E) and Price & Myers 
(structural).2© The interior of the concert hall space was almost entirely intact until this 
re-modelling, which saw its stage canopy and walls rebuilt in plainer more rectangular 
forms. Seating was reduced slightly to 2,788, including the choir seating. This was 
carried out in the face of opposition from conservationists, led by the Twentieth Century 
Society. 


On the advice of acoustics firm, Kirkegaard Associates, the lack of reverberation and the 
difficult performance conditions for musicians were corrected by changes in the fabric of 
the auditorium. Surfaces that had previously absorbed sound were transformed to 
support and sustain that sound. The tapestries on the back walls of the boxes were 
gathered up to increase reverberation, but can be redeployed, together with additional 
absorbent blinds above the stage and around the Hall whenever needed. The wooden 
wall panels of the Hall were relined to change their acoustic qualities and the undulating 
plaster ceiling panels were completely reconstructed using more robust materials to 
provide greater warmth of sound and support for bass frequencies. 


New adjustable acoustic canopies were placed over the stage's width to allow bass 
frequencies to resonate in the space above the stage, and for treble frequencies to be 
reflected back to improve feedback to performers. The stage was reconfigured to 
provide more space for performers, and the arrangement of walls around the stage was 
altered significantly. The original Robin Day designed seats were restored and 
reupholstered to make them more comfortable, and more acoustically appropriate. 


The major refurbishment presented an opportunity to add to the infrastructure of the 
venue to make the process of ‘get-in’ and ‘get-out’ in a single day easier, and to add to 
the flexibility of the venue. Theatre consultants Carr & Angier worked with ISG Interior 
Exterior and Stage Technologies to create a new working space over the stage area with 
four large movable lighting bridges, capable of load sharing to lift large touring 
productions without the need for custom rigging. Delstar Engineering supplied eleven 
lifts to form the stage platform. These allow the stage layout to be reconfigured in many 
ways to suit the nature of the performance taking place. The choir benches can now be 
wheeled out to provide a level floor for staged and dance performances. The space 
between seat rows has been extended by 75mm by rebuilding the concrete floor of the 
stalls, with a loss of only 118 seats. Cooling has been introduced by reversing the 
airflow in the auditorium.2# 


During the 2000s a building comprising seven commercial units was erected opposite 
the western side of the hall, with many of the Southbank administrative offices above. 
Shops and restaurants were added along the river frontage. 


The venue officially reopened to the public in June 2007. The refurbishment was 
estimated to have cost in the region of £91 million.22 A film documenting the 
refurbishment, entitled This IS Tomorrow, was directed by Paul Kelly and produced by 
Andrew Hinton. 


Organ refurbishment(edit! 


The organ has been reconfigured to suit the new architectural and acoustic 
requirements: its depth has been reduced by 110 cm, but the basic principles of the 
layout have been respected." 


Following a successful campaign to raise £2.3 million for a full restoration and 
reinstallation of the organ, the original organ builders, Harrison & Harrison, finally 
completed the reinstallation on 29 August 2013. Further work including re-balancing the 
pipework followed and was completed in time for the re-inauguration of the organ on 18 
March 2014, exactly 60 years since it was first inaugurated. The first orchestral and 
organ concert was on 26 March 2014 and was recorded for the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra's own live label. The organ remains the third largest organ in Great Britain 
by number of pipes, with 7,866 pipes and 103 speaking stops. !<tstioaneededt 


Gallery[edit] 


Seen from the River Thames, October 2010 


Seen from the Golden Jubilee Bridge, during reopening celebrations in June 2007 


Westerly corner showing riverside facade, August 2008 


North-western facade at night with the London Eye and Palace of Westminster upriver, 
November 2009 


North-western facade at dusk with the London Eye and Palace of Westminster, October 
2008 


Illuminations over Festival Terrace, December 2010 


Inside the Concert Hall, November 2009 


Walking through the Appearing Rooms fountain installation, by Danish artist Jeppe Hein, 
outside the RFH during reopening celebrations after 2007 refurbishment. 
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e ® Media related to Royal Festival Hall at Wikimedia Commons 
e Southbank Centre website — bookings for RFH, Queen Elizabeth Hall, Purcell Room, 
and The Hayward. 
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National Science and Media Museum 
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W53.790556°N 1.755556°WCoordinates: Q 
53.790556°N 1.755556°W 


National Photography Collection, 
National Cinematography Collection, 
National Television Collection, 


National New Media Collection 


3.5 million items 


459,808 (2018)" 


Jo Quinton-Tulloch 


Curator Michael Terwey 


Website https://scienceandmediamuseum.org.uk/ 


nationalmediamuseum.org.uk (archive) 


nmpft.org.uk (archive) 


Science Museum Group 


e National Media Museum 


e National Railway Museum 


o Shildon Locomotion Museum 


e Science and Industry 


e §=Science Museum 


o Dana Library and Research Centre 


Oo Science Museum at Wroughton 


The National Science and Media Museum (formerly The National Museum of 
Photography, Film & Television, 1983-20062 and then the National Media 
Museum, 2006-2017), located in Bradford, West Yorkshire, is part of the 

national Science Museum Group in the UK. The museum has seven floors of galleries 
with permanent exhibitions focusing 

on photography, television, animation, videogaming, the Internet and the scientific 
principles behind light and colour. It also hosts temporary exhibitions and maintains a 
collection of 3.5 million pieces in its research facility. The venue has three cinemas, 
including an IMAX screen. It hosts festivals dedicated to widescreen film, video games 
and science, and has previously hosted popular film festivals, including the Bradford 
International Film Festival until 2014. 


In September 2011 the museum was voted the best indoor attraction in Yorkshire by 
the public, and it is one of the most visited museums in the north of England. As of 
February 2016 the museum, in response to revenue shortfalls, has controversially 
adopted a policy of focusing on "the science and culture of light and sound"—to the 
exclusion of what are seen as "unsustainable" aspects of creativity and culture, such as 
past film festivals. 


In March 2016 a £7.5 million five year investment plan in the museum was revealed by 
the Science Museum Group.™ In March 2017 its name was changed from National Media 
Museum to National Science and Media Museum.24 


Building and admission{[edit] 


Entrance is free, with the exception of cinema screens. The museum is open 10 am until 
6 pm every day. The museum underwent a £16 million refurbishment in 1998, 
developing a new digital technology gallery. This new development created a new 
glass-fronted atrium, which houses a new café and shop. 


Galleries|edit] 


There are seven permanent exhibitions: 


Tableau in the Kodak Gallery 


Kodak Gallery - The Kodak Gallery takes the viewer on a journey through the history 
of popular photography, from the world's first photographs to the digital snapshots 
of today. Most of the items on display in the gallery are taken from the museum 
collection of 35,000 objects and images donated by Kodak. 

Wonderlab - Explores light and sound through interactive exhibits and live 
experiments. Opened in 2016, replacing the Experience TV gallery. 

Life Online - The world's first gallery dedicated to exploring the social, technological 
and cultural impact of the Internet. 

BFI Mediatheque - Allows visitors to access the British Film Institute collection of film 
and television programmes in the BFI National Archive. It replaced TV Heaven, a 
unique viewing facility where visitors could access an archive of more than 1000 
programmes covering sixty years of British television history. TV Heaven closed in 
2013 after 20 years, but 50 titles are still available.“ 

TV Gallery - Explores the development, significance and cultural impact of 
television. 

Animation Gallery - Explores the history of animation and animated images, with an 
emphasis on animation produced in Britain. Includes how animators bring drawings 
and objects to life. 


Games Lounge 


Games Lounge - Playable classic games in their original arcade or console formats; 
the history of video gaming; the story behind this global phenomenon. 


CinemasS(edit] 


Entrance to the IMAX cinema 


The museum incorporates the first permanent UK installation of an IMAX cinema (with 
a second screen opening in the UK 15 years later). Opened in 1983 as part of the 
Bradford Film Festival with the projector visible from a darkened booth of the 4th floor. 
Films included IMAX prints of Apollo 13, The Lion King, Harry Potter and the Goblet of 
Fire and Batman Begins. In 1999, IMAX upgraded the system and began releasing IMAX 
3D presentations.“2 In 2015 it was changed to digital projection instead of film.“ As a 
result, the IMAX projection booth is no longer visible. 


Pictureville Cinema showing curved wide screen 


The museum also incorporates the Pictureville Cinema - opened in 1992 and described 
by David Puttnam as ‘the best cinema in the world',“2 Pictureville Cinema screens 
everything from 70 mm to video; from Hollywood to Bollywood; from silents to digital 
sound, with certifications in presentation including THX in sound and picture and 

the Dolby EX system. In 2008, the cinema presented the only true recorded public 
screening of Danny Boyle's 2002 film Alien Love Triangle. 


Pictureville Cinema is one of only three public cinemas in the world permanently 
equipped to display original 3-strip 35mm Cinerama prints, and is the only public 
Cinerama venue in the UK. Cinerama films are screened at the annual Widescreen 
Weekend film festival.22 


The Cubby Broccoli Cinema (in memory of Cubby Broccoli, producer of James Bond 
films), contains 106 seats and is used for a variety of film shows. In 2012, it was one of 
three venues in the UK to screen the Olympic Opening Ceremony in Super Hi-Vision.” 


Insight([edit] 


Insight is a facility where members of the public can (by prior booking) view parts of the 
collections which are not on general display. 


Collection|edit] 


Playschool puppets 


The museum's collection contains 3.5 million items of historical, cultural and social 
value. Notable objects and archives include: 


e The first photographic negative 

e The earliest television footage 

e The world's first colour moving pictures“! 

e Louis Le Prince's 1888 films Roundhay Garden Scene and Traffic Crossing Leeds 
Bridge 

e A collection of 35,000 objects and images donated by Kodak Ltd. 

e A collection of around 1,000 historical objects from the BBCH% 

e The photographic archive of the Daily Herald, comprising millions of images2” 

e The photographic archive of Tony Ray-Jones?!! 

e Original toys from the BBC series Play School - the first programme on BBC2 

e Objects and designs used in the making of Hammer horror films22! 


The collections are accessible to the public through the museum's Insight study centre. 


The collection of the Royal Photographic Society was transferred to the Museum on 
behalf of the nation in 2003.23 As of 2017, most of the collection is moving to 

the Victoria and Albert museum in London.2# The National Science and Media Museum 
"will retain collections that help explore the development of photographic processes, 
such as the Kodak collection; the cultural impact of photography, such as the Daily 
Herald archive; and archives that have a direct relevance to Bradford." 


History[edit] 
National Museum of Photography, Film and 
Television[edit] 


The museum (throughout its name changes and to the present) occupies a site 
originally proposed for a theatre in central Bradford, for which work had been begun in 
the 1960s but which remained unfinished.22 Discussions and a decision between Dame 
Margaret Weston of the Science Museum, London, and Bradford's city councillors? led 
to the establishment of the National Museum of Photography, Film and Television, as it 
was then called, which was opened on 16 June 1983.22 The museum launched Britain’s 
largest cinema screen on the same day: the IMAX screen was five storeys high with six- 
channel sound. During this period the museum specialised in the art and science of 
images and image-making. Colin Ford, its first director, believed that understanding 
how images are made led to better appreciation of the ideas expressed, the intentions 
and skills of the image-makers. 


In 1986, to mark the 50th anniversary of the first public television service, two 
interactive television galleries were developed. These allowed visitors to directly 
operate cameras on a studio set with programmed sound and lighting, use vision 
mixers, read news items from an autocue and discover how chroma keying works. In 
1989, to celebrate the 150th anniversary of photography, the museum launched 

the Kodak Gallery, a display of the history of photography from its invention to the 
present. This was followed by the installation of a standard television studio, first used 
by TV-am for outside broadcasts and, later, Nickelodeon. These studios were the first 
live broadcasting studios in a museum. 


While continuing to run the Pictureville Cinema and exhibitions in a temporary venue on 
the other side of the city, the museum closed its main site on 31 August 1997 to allow 
for a 19-month, £16 million redevelopment, making the museum 25% bigger. The IMAX 
cinema was also developed to show 3D films. The new museum was opened on 16 June 
1999 by Pierce Brosnan. 


National Media Museum(edit] 


Wallace & Gromit film set: The Wrong Trousers 


On 1 December 2006, the museum was renamed the National Media Museum, and 
two new £3 million interactive galleries were opened: Experience TV, now replaced by 
Wonderlab, and TV Heaven, now the BFI Mediatheque. The interactive galleries were 
intended to represent the past, present and future of television and displayed scientific 
exhibits, such as television inventor John Logie Baird's original apparatus, and television 
ephemera such as one of the only surviving Wallace and Gromit film sets and Play 


School toys. TV Heaven made accessible the museum's collection of television 
programmes, most of which are not available elsewhere. station needed 


In 2009 the museum partnered with other bodies from the Bradford district in a 
successful bid to become the world's first UNESCO (United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation) City of Film. 


In February of 2010, the museum unveiled a major revamp of the foyer. The remodeling 
included a brand new Games Lounge, a new gallery that drew on the National 
Videogame Archive established in 2008 in partnership with Nottingham Trent University. 
It was originally intended to be temporary, but one in five visitors to the Games Lounge 
named it as their favourite part of the museum, resulting in the creation of a permanent 
version in another part of the museum.22 


In March 2012 the museum opened Life Online, the world's first gallery dedicated to 
exploring the social, technological and cultural impact of the Internet. The permanent 
gallery was initially accompanied by a temporary exhibition, "[open source]: Is the 
internet you know under threat?" The exhibition was an exploration of the open 
source nature of the Internet, and the current threats to both net neutrality and the 
general continuation of the open source culture. 


In October 2014 the museum entered into a partnership with Picturehouse Cinemas, 
with the national chain taking over the running of the three cinema screens in a bid to 
boost audience figures and revenue. The partnership was designated "Picturehouse at 
the National Media Museum".22 Despite sustained growth in ticket sales,2% the museum 
cancelled its participation in the 2015 Bradford International Film Festival2# and 
followed up by totally withdrawing from the festival the following year.22 This move, 
together with the 2016 transfer of a major photographic collection to London's Victoria 
and Albert Museum was very controversial, 2324 


In August 2016, the museum confirmed plans to permanently close their Experience TV 
gallery, after ten years, on 30 August 2016. A new gallery would open in the spring of 
2017, called Wonderlab, which allows visitors to explore the sciences of light and sound 
in 20 state-of-the-art interactive exhibits. The museum described the exhibit: "At its 
heart will be intriguing scientific principles that can be directly experienced, leading 
visitors to observe, question, experiment and see the world they live in a little bit 
differently."2! The television collection previously on display in Experience TV were 
made available for viewing through the Insight Centre at the museum. 


National Science and Media Museum(edit] 


In March 2017, the museum opened its £1.8 million interactive gallery Wonderlab. It 
also announced the second change of its name, to the National Science and Media 
Museum. Wonderlab is based on the principles of light and sound; attractions include a 
mirror maze, a 15-metre echo tube and a musical laser tunnel, as well as the world’s 
first permanent 3D-printed zoetrope.'* 


In August 2017, it was announced that Soyuz TMA-19M - the space capsule that brought 
British astronaut Tim Peake back to Earth after his months-long stint on 

the International Space Station - would be displayed at the museum in September 
2017. This was the first time the capsule had been displayed outside London.24 


In April 2018 the museum reported 505,000 visits in the 2017/18 financial year, a 25% 
increase on the previous year and the highest number since 2009.28 


In September 2019 the museum announced the end of its partnership with Picturehouse 
Cinemas and its return to an independent cinema operation.22 The operation was 
officially launched on 1 November 2019 under the name Pictureville.“ 


Past exhibitions edit] 


e Ooh La La! Martin Parr, 1998 

e Donovan Wylie: Losing Ground, 1998 

e Young Meteors: British Photojournalism 1957-1965, 1998 

e RevVisions: An Alternative History of Photography, 1999 

e New Natural History, 1999 

e Birth of the Cool: David Bailey, 1999-2000 

e FutureWorld, 2000 

e A Collector's Choice, 2000 

e Specimens and Marvels: The Work of William Henry Fox Talbot, 2000 

e NOISEGATE by Granular Synthesis, 2000 

e The Art of Star Wars, 2000-2001 

e Jna Lonely Place, 2001 

e Symptomatic: Recent Works by Perry Hoberman, 2001 

e Paul Strand: Tir a'Mhurain, 2001-2002 

e Bond, James Bond, 2002 

e Martin Parr: Photographic Works 1971-2000, 2002-2003 

e Unknown Pleasures: Unwrapping the Royal Photographic Society Collection, 2003 

e Fabula, 2003 

e Julia Margaret Cameron: 19th Century Photographer of Genius, 2003 

e GENUS, 2003-2004 

e A Matter of Focus: The Art of Photography 1892-1917, 2003-2004 

e Luc Delahaye: History and Winterreise, 2004 

e Simone Nieweg: Landscapes and Gardens, 2004 

e Everything's Gone Green: Photography and the Garden, 2004 

e Faking It: Between Art Photography and Advertising, 2004 

e A Gentle Madness: The Photographs of Tony Ray-Jones (1941-1972), 2004-2005 

e The Other Side of Football: Hans van der Meer, 2005 

e Forget Me Not: Photography and Remembrance, 2005 

e Fashination, 2005 

e Lifetimes: Portrait Projects by Julian Germain, 2005-2006 

e Raghubir Singh: From One World to Another, 2005-2006 

e Mark Power: A System of Edges, 2006 

e Elliot Erwitt: A Retrospective, 2006 

e A Tale of Two Cities, 2006 

e Myths and Visions: The Art of Ray Harryhausen, 2006 

e The British Landscape: Photographs by John Davies, 2006-2007 

e The Old Order and the New: P.H. Emerson and Photography (1885-1895), 2006- 
2007 

e Paul Seawright: Field Notes, 2007 

e An-My Lê: Small Wars, 2007 

e The Dawn of Colour: Celebrating the Centenary of the Autochrome, 2007 

e Celebrating Indian Cinema, 2007 


Extra! Extra! Tales from the Daily Herald Picture Library, 2007 
Sarah Jones, 2007-2008 

Henri Cartier-Bresson's Scrapbook: Photographs 1932-1946, 2007 
Sunny Snaps, 2007 

Live By the Lens, Die By the Lens, 2008 

New Works: Pavilion Commissions 2008, 2008-2009 

Breaking News: Celebrating 140 Years of the Press Association, 2008-2009 
"Here's one we made earlier..." 50 Years of Blue Peter, 2008-2009 
Baby: Picturing the Ideal Human, 2009 

Don McCullin: In England, 2009 

Animalism, 2009 

Drawings That Move: The Art of Joanna Quinn, 2009-2010 

Neeta Madahar, 2009-2010 

Robbie Cooper: Immersion, 2010 

Simon Roberts: We English, 2010 

Fay Godwin: Land Revisited, 2010-2011 

From Back Home, 2010-2011 

The Lives of Great Photographers, 2011 

David Spero: Churches, 2011 

Daniel Meadows: Early Photographic Works, 2011-2012 

Outposts: Donovan Wylie, 2011-2012 

In the Blink of an Eye, 2012 

Art of Arrangement: Photography and the Still Life Tradition, 2012-2013 
[open source]: Is the internet you know under threat?, 2012-2013 
Moving Stories: Children's Books from Page to Screen, 2013 
Bollywood Icons —100 Years of Indian Cinema, 2013 

Tom Wood: Photographs 1973-2013, 2013 

Copper Horses by Chris Harrison, 2013-2014 

Doctor Who and Me, 2013-2014 

Nature, Camera, Action!, 2014 

Open for Business, 2014 

Only in England: Photographs by Tony Ray-/ones and Martin Parr, 2014 
Joan Fontcuberta: Stranger than Fiction, 2014-2015 

Light Fantastic: Adventures in the Science of Light, 2015 

Drawn by Light: The Royal Photographic Society Collection, 2015 
Revelations: Experiments in Photography, 2015-2016 

Star Wars: The Fans Awaken, 2015-2016 

Great Interactions: Photographs by Polly Braden, 2016 

Gathered Leaves: Photographs by Alec Soth, 2016 

In Your Face, 2016 

El Salvador: Between Revolution and War, 2016 

Fox Talbot: Dawn of the Photograph, 2016-2017 

Britain in Focus: A Photographic History, 2017 

Poetics of Light: Pinhole Photography, 2017 

Supersenses, 2017 

Soyuz TMA-19M: Tim Peake’s Spacecraft, 2017 

Fake News, 2017-2018 

City Girls, 2017-2018 


e Thresholds and Immersion, 2018 

e Action Replay, 2018-2019 

e Never Alone, 2018-2019 

e Above the Noise: 15 Stories from Bradford, 2019 


e Gaia by Luke Jerram, 2019 
Current festival programme|[edit] 


Widescreen Weekend (edit] 


This event began as part of Bradford International Film Festival and has been expanded 
into a 4-day standalone film festival. It takes place every October and focuses on large- 
screen formats and cinema technologies. It includes 70mm and Cinerama screenings.“ 


Yorkshire Games Festival edit] 


This video game festival began in 2016. It celebrates games culture, design and 
production, and includes a conference programme as well as a weekend of events for 
families. It took place in November 2016 and 2017, before moving to a February slot for 
2019.4 Guests at the first Yorkshire Games Festival included John Romero, Rhianna 
Pratchett, Charles Cecil, Warren Spector (via live video link), Brenda Romero, and 
presenters of The Yogscast.“! 


Bradford Science Festival [edit] 


This family science festival was first held in 2012, but was cancelled in 2016 after the 
previous organisers no longer had the capacity to carry it on. The museum took over 
the festival in 2017, in partnership with organisations including the University of 
Bradford, Bradford Council and Bradford College.“ 


Discontinued film festivals| edit] 


The museum organised and held four major film events every year: Bradford 
International Film Festival, Bradford Animation Festival, Bite the Mango and Fantastic 
Films Weekend. These attracted international speakers and new and classic works from 
around the world. All four festivals were eventually cancelled by the museum. 


Bradford International Film Festival edit] 


From its inception in 1995, Bradford International Film Festival (BIFF) presented new 
and classic films from around the world. The Festival presented films in their original 
formats wherever possible, and existed to develop understanding of the art and science 
of the moving image by hosting innovators in many fields of filmmaking. 


BIFF included the Shine Awards - which highlighting the work of new European 
directors, a Filmmakers Weekend designed to offer guidance and support to filmmakers 
in the north of England, and the Widescreen Weekend, which discussed film formats 
including Cinerama, VistaVision, 70 mm and IMAX. 


Guests at Bradford International Film Festival included Riz Ahmed, Jenny 

Agutter, Michael Apted, David Arnold, Thomas Arslan, Ken Annakin, Olivier 

Assayas, Richard Attenborough, Simon Beaufoy, Alan Bennett, James Benning, Claire 
Bloom, Kenneth Branagh, Adam Buxton, Jack Cardiff, lan Carmichael, Gurinder 
Chadha, Tom Courtenay, Mark Cousins, Alex Cox, Brian Cox, Benedict 

Cumberbatch, Terence Davies, Michael Deeley, Denis Dercourt, The Dodge 


Brothers, James Ellis, Mike Figgis, Freddie Francis, Terry Gilliam, Stephen 

Graham, Richard Griffiths, Ronald Harwood, Mike Hodges, Joanna Hogg, John 

Hurt, Derek Jacobi, Gualtiero Jacopetti, Terry Jones, Patrick Keiller, Mark Kermode, Mike 
Leigh, Euan Lloyd, Ken Loach, Malcolm McDowell, Virginia McKenna, Fernando 
Meirelles, Kay Mellor, Metamono, Chris Morris, Barry Norman, Michael Palin, Pawel 
Pawlikowski, Christian Petzold, Sally Potter, Godfrey Reggio, Menelik Shabazz, John 
Shuttleworth, Jean Simmons, Timothy Spall, Imelda Staunton, Eric Sykes, Julien 
Temple, Alex Thomson, Richard Todd, Danny Trejo, Roy Ward Baker, Peter 

Whitehead, Michael G. Wilson, Barbara Windsor, Ray Winstone, Stephen 

Woolley, Thierry Zéno and many independent filmmakers from around the world. 


Other special programmes included Bradford After Dark (new horror films), Alexey 
Balabanov, Stan Brakhage, Richard Burton, new Canadian cinema, Pierre 

Clementi, Alexander Dovzhenko, Hauntology, a centenary of Indian cinema, Chuck 
Jones, James Mason, Yoshitaro Nomura, Nicolas Roeg, sixpackfilm, American Teen 
Movies, Uncharted States of America (undiscovered American Cinema), Amos Vogel, 
and the science films of Charles Urban.“ 


Bradford Animation Festival [edit] 


The animation and video games festival was the UK's leading event of its kind; host to 
discussions, workshops and special events. The annual BAF Awards honoured new 
animation from around the world. 


Past guests include representatives from studios such as Pixar, Aardman, Weta 
Workshops and Sony Interactive plus animators Ray Harryhausen, Richard Williams, Bob 
Godfrey, Caroline Leaf, Michael Dudok de Wit and Bill Plympton. 


After the museum ended the festival following its 20th edition in 2014, former museum 
staff successfully revived the event in Manchester in November 2015 as Manchester 
Animation Festival. 


Fantastic Films Weekend([edit] 


This festival began in 2002 as a weekend event focusing on classic ghost stories and 
the supernatural. It developed into an annual celebration of horror, fantasy and sci-fi 
cinema and television. In February 2013 it was announced that the Fantastic Films 
Weekend would not continue.4# 
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Coordinates: Ww51°30'47’N 0°57'08"W 


Crowsley Park is a 160-acre (65 ha)" country estate in South Oxfordshire, central- 
southern England, owned by the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC). 


Overview/[edit] 


Crowsley Park House 


Since the Second World War, Crowsley Park has been the site of a signals-receiving 
station used by BBC Monitoring, based until May 2018 at Caversham Park, three miles 
to the south. The Crowsley receiving facility is now an outstation of BBC Monitoring's 
new HQ at London's Broadcasting House. 


Crowsley Park House, an 18th century mansion house, sits in its own grounds within 
the estate and is still used as a private residence. Smaller houses on the estate — South 
Lodge (at the main entrance to the park), North Lodge, Keeper's Cottage and Crowsley 
Park Lodge — are also privately occupied. The main house is Grade II listed on 

the National Heritage List for England.” In addition to the house, the stable and coach 
house and the grotto in the grounds of the house are also Grade II listed.2! 


Woodland on the eastern and northern sides of the park, known as Crowsley Park 
Woods, is leased to the Forestry Commission. 


The remainder of the estate consists of wooded parkland used as cattle and 

horse pasture. Three (formerly four) very large (11-metre diameter) satellite 

dishes used by the BBC are on the north side of the estate. Until 2014, there were also 
many traditional radio aerials (antennas) spread across the park. 


The BBC leases the estate to private tenants, operating its receiving station from a 
modern building erected for the purpose near the centre of the park. 


Crowsley Park's history includes an association with Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, author of 
the Sherlock Holmes detective stories. 


Location|[edit] 


Despite being only two miles (3 km) north of the edge of the large town of Reading, and 
a similar distance southwest of the smaller town of Henley-on-Thames, Crowsley Park 
lies in a quiet rural setting, close to the southwest end of the Chiltern Hills. It is within 
the Chilterns Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 


The quietness of the location, especially the absence of electrical noise, was among the 
factors that drew the BBC to the site. 


In 2003, the hamlet of Crowsley became part of the newly created civil parish of Binfield 
Heath. Until then, both Crowsley and Binfield Heath had been part of the civil parish 
of Shiplake.© Crowsley is about 40 miles (64 km) west of central London. 


BBC receiving station|edit] 


Crowsley Park and Caversham Park were acquired by the BBC during the Second World 
War. In April 1943, the BBC moved the headquarters of its Monitoring Servicers 

u from Wood Norton Hall, near Evesham in Worcestershire, to Caversham Park, with 
Crowsley Park acting as the service's receiving station, picking up radio broadcasts 
from Nazi Germany and many other countries. 


Shortwave, mediumwave and longwave receivers were installed in a rudimentary 
building at Crowsley put up some distance from the main house. The signals received 
were fed down telephone lines to Caversham to be listened to by monitoring staff. A 
more permanent building was later erected for the receiving station. 


In 1974, the BBC's separate, and larger, receiving station at Tatsfield,“ on the North 
Downs south of London, was closed and its functions merged with the facility at 
Crowsley.'e21 The Crowsley station was expanded to accommodate the equipment and 
staff transferred from Tatsfield. Following the merger, Crowsley was formally known as 
the "BBC Receiving Station" to reflect the range of work it did for various parts of the 
BBC (in addition to Monitoring) and other international broadcasters. This name is no 
longer used. 


As part of an engineering upgrade in the 1980s,“4 a number of satellite dishes were 
installed, joining the Beverage and rhombic aerials and curtain arrays already on the 
site.24 Additional rhombic aerials were erected to boost shortwave reception from the 
Middle East and North Africa, alongside those already used for signals from Europe and 
the Soviet Union, the latter having been the station's priority target during the Cold 
War. One of the two curtain aerials (which had been used for the relaying by the BBC of 
the Voice of America) was taken down.#¢2! The remaining curtain aerial was taken down 
in more recent years. 


With the decline in the use of shortwave in radio broadcasting, all of the Beverage and 
rhombic aerials were taken down in July 2014. 


In 2018, the BBC began a further modernisation of the facility, including the installation 
of 18 new satellite dishes.22 The modernisation coincided with the closure of the BBC's 
Caversham Park base and the transfer of BBC Monitoring's HQ to London. 


The Baskerville legacy[edit] 


Among Crowsley Park's former owners were the Baskerville family,“ one of whose 
members, Henry Baskerville, was High Sheriff of Oxfordshire in 1847. Stories about the 
family and its association with fierce dogs were among the inspirations for Conan 
Doyle's The Hound of the Baskervilles (published 1901-02) in which "Sir Henry 
Baskerville" is a leading character. 


The connection with the Baskervilles is preserved in statues of "hell hounds” with spears 
through their mouths which sit on the stone gateposts at the entrance to the park and 
atop the front of Crowsley Park House. 


A pub in the nearby village of Lower Shiplake is called The Baskerville Arms. 


Public access/edit] 


The estate is closed to public vehicular traffic and neither Crowsley Park House nor the 
BBC station are open to the public. However, the park is crossed by two public 
footpaths. The western path (starting from the main entrance), which is part of the 
southern extension! to the Chiltern Way, gives a clear view of the house. There is a 
distant view of the house, through an ornamental avenue of trees, from the public road 
junction at the southwest corner of the park. The three very large satellite dishes 
mentioned above are visible from the public road (Devil's Hill) that forms the northern 
boundary of the park. 


The Forestry Commission woodland is open to the public, including access along 
a public bridleway." 


Miscellaneous[edit] 


Crowsley was once spelt Crouchley,“4 suggesting that the first syllable 
of Crowsley may once have been pronounced to rhyme with cow or crew. 
Today, Crows/ey is pronounced with the first four letters sounding the same as the bird. 


Parts of an episode of the BBC television science-fiction drama series Doctor Who were 
filmed in the grounds of Crowsley Park in December 1980.42 In one scene, the Doctor 
climbs the tower that once carried the BBC receiving station's VHF and UHF aerials. 


The village of Shiplake has a bed and breakfast establishment called Crows/ey House. 


Notes[edit] 


1. * The formal name was shortened to "BBC Monitoring" in the 1980s. 

2. ^ The Tatsfield station, which had been established in 1929, ten years before the 
Monitoring Service, was substantially larger than the Crowsley operation. It was formally 
known as the BBC Engineering Measurement and Receiving Station. 

3. ^ VOA shortwave transmissions from the USA were received at Crowsley and fed to 
the BBC transmitting station at Woofferton to be rebroadcast to their target audiences. 
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Telford, Shropshire 
England 


W52.677032°N 2.447161°W 
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Telford Shopping Centre is a 25-acre (100,000 m?) indoor shopping centre in Telford, 
Shropshire, England. It is located in the geographical and economic centre of the new 
town, on land which was previously undeveloped. The trustees of the shopping centre 
are registered offshore for tax purposes." It is the largest shopping area in the 
ceremonial county of Shropshire,™ being located roughly equidistant 

between Shrewsbury and the West Midlands conurbation. With a floor area of 100,000 
m2, the centre is one of the twenty five largest in the country, and has an average 
footfall of 300,000 per week, equating to 15 million per annum." The centre is located 


on a 50-acre (200,000 m?) site, containing over 175 stores. The Centre's catchment 
population is over 3 million people. The term Telford Town Centre is often used to 
refer to the shopping centre alone, but the town centre also encompasses the town 
park and surrounding areas of central Telford. The centre's logo features The Iron 
Bridge, of nearby Ironbridge, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. In 2008 the centre was 
ranked as 14th best in the country by CACI.'7. 2019 was the completion of the £55 
million redevelopment of the centre which included new stores and moving existing 
stores into bigger premisise. A rebrand from the Telford Shopping Centre to the Telford 
Centre was also included. 


History[edit] 


The Beatties department store located at the west end of the centre, before rebranding to House 


of Fraser in August 2007. 


The branches of Debenhams and Asda. 


The shopping centre was opened in 1973 and longest standing retailers in the shopping 
centre are Boots and F. Hinds jewellers. It was expanded in 1981 to include extra 


shopping areas - this expansion was Officially opened by HM The Queen in late October 
1981. The phase 1 flagship and largest store during the mid to late seventies was 
the Carrefour supermarket. 


The centre only really came under larger development when it was purchased by 

the Universities Superannuation Scheme group in 1990. Thenceforth, a refurbishment 
program was undertaken, including the addition of large roof windows, which admitted 
more light into the centre. USS also created the Sherwood Square area and added the 
popular Frog Clock.“ 


By 2001 the centre had 160 stores. By 2006, the centre had approximately 180. This 
growth can be attributed to the addition of an area known as the 'New Row Mall’, which 
opened in September 2004." This 14,000sqm# extension to the west end of the centre 
added the 7,400sqm anchor store Beatties, which was later taken over by House of 
Fraser in August 2007. Since Beatties opened on 5 September 2003, car park use has 
increased on average by between 10 and 12%. Other notable stores were added to 
New Row Mall at this time, including Zara, Costa Coffee and River Island. 


Current anchors of the centre include House of Fraser, Debenhams and Marks and 
Spencer. Other notable stores include Boots, H&M, New Look and Next. 


Sherwood Square in Telford Shopping Centre is host to the "Telford Time Machine", a 
large animated feature clock spanning most of the width of the square. This square 
often plays host to small exhibitions, mini-markets, Santa's Grotto, a children's plastic 
"ice rink" and a variety of other events. 


In 2005 the UCI Cinema was refurbished and rebranded as Odeon. This cinema is 
located to the west of the centre, across the underpass connecting House of Fraser to 
the vehicle parking areas. 


In 2006, the centre won the five-star 'Loo of the Year' award, due to the cleanliness and 
access to its toilet facilities.2% 


In June 2007 USS sold the shopping centre to Hark Group and Apollo Real Estate 
(collectively Hark & Apollo) for £442 million. 


Expansion|edit] 


An extension for the Primark store took place in 2009, which involved an extension 
equal to three times the previous retail area of that store. The number of parking bays 
increased to approximately 6,000 spaces, and new bus stops were located around The 
Round walkway. There were also plans, that have since been shelved to transfer control 
of the Ice Rink from the local council to a private operator and move it into an extension 
of the centre. The construction of a new Asda supermarket outside the centre into a 
new building just outside the circular walkway is under way despite the proposed move 
of Asda being resisted by Hark & Apollo.24 


On 11 March 2008 it was announced, as part of Hark & Apollo's plan to revitalise town 
centre trade, that the anchor stores would stay open until 8pm, as opposed to 6pm. The 
supermarket Asda also extended opening times until 10pm. 


Construction began on the triple-size extension to the Primark store in November 2008, 
which was finished by summer of 2009.22 


In 2010, there were further developments from a leisure perspective adjacent to JD 
Wetherspoon, consisting of a nightclub named 'Crush', a bar, restaurant and a takeaway 
unit in the Grange Central area of the Shopping Centre. 


In October 2012 Sovereign Land joined the partnership following the departure of Hark 
Group. 


In 2013 a £200 million expansion plan for the shopping centre was announced, which 
included enhanced pedestrian access to the Centre with improved links to surrounding 
areas. The proposal was for 1 million sq ft Telford Shopping Centre increase in size by 
up to 80 per cent, with a net increase of almost 400,000 sq ft of retail and 250,000 sq ft 
of restaurants, cafés, bars and other eateries as well as a cinema and hotel.” 


Contrary to popular belief, the Southwater area of Telford town centre, completed in 
2014, was a project led and funded by Telford and Wrekin Council, and not the owners 
of the shopping centre. "4 The official opening ceremony on 18 October 2014 included 
live music and fireworks. The area compromises of a refurbished library, various chain 
restaurants, Cineworld IMAX Cinema, bowling alley/arcade and a new multi-story car 
park.25 


The development of a 'Northern Quarter’ on the former Asda store site began in 
November 2015, which will be followed by a 26,500 square feet (2,460 m?) 'Southern 
Quarter’ 2227 


In 2018 the Northern Quarter development had finished. B&M!% and Aldi#2 had opened 
both of their stores. 


As part of a £55 million redevelopment; the centre saw a redevelopment of the Fashion 
Quarter and touch ups done to existing parts such as new lighting and signage. Part of 
the redevelopment was moving the existing Next store within the centre, to a new 
30,000sq ft store which opened on the 14th of September, 2019. Later on in the month, 
New Look opened its 16,000sq ft store on the 26th of September, 


Impact[edit] 


There has been some controversy amongst traders and other local people in other parts 
of Telford, such as Wellington, Oakengates, Madeley and Dawley, about the impact of 
the centre on local traders. 


In a typical week, the centre sees around 300,000 visitors, rising to over half a million in 
the Christmas run-up. The centre is also notably busier at the weekends. 


The centre also feasibly draws a significant amount of trade from Shrewsbury, with the 
centre only being approximately 25 minutes (approx. 15 miles (24 km))2# drive up 

the A5/M54 motorway. Shrewsbury, being a historic town, has much more limited 
access to its two medium-sized shopping centres (Darwin and Pride Hill), and the car 
parking charges are much higher than in Telford. 


Stores| edit] 


As of October 2019 the centre's anchor stores are as followed; 


e House of Fraser, M&S, Primark, Debenhams, Aldi, B&M 


Telford Bus Station 


Location Telford 


Shropshire 


Operated Telford and Wrekin Borough Council 


by 


Bus routes 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 5A, 7, 8, 11, 13, 14, 14A, 15, 16, 18, 


19, X4, X5, 891 


Bus stands 12 


Bus 


Arriva Midlands 


operators Banga Buses 


National Express 


History 


Opened 1973, Rebuilt 2017 


The area is best reached from the east via junction 5 of the M54 motorway and from the 


west via the A5 which leads onto the M54. There is also a railway station (Telford 
Central) within walking distance. Regular bus services run 


to Shrewsbury, Newport, Stafford and Wolverhampton. 


Car parking charges were introduced to the car parks surrounding the shopping centre 


in 2004.23! The centre has large car parks, providing approximately 4,000 parking 
spaces. It is estimated that almost 90% of shoppers to the centre arrive by car. 
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Wales Millennium Centre 


The Armadillo 


WALES MILLENNIUM CENTRE 


Location 


Coordinate 


sS 


Owner 


Operator 


Capacity 


Broke 


ground 


Opened 


Constructi 


on cost 


Architect 


Cardiff Bay, Cardiff, Wales 


51°27'54.14’N 3°9'48.72’WCoordinates: 
51°2754.14'N 3°9'48.72’°W 


Phase 1: Wales Millennium Centre 
Phase 2: Lime Property Fund (Aviva 


Investors)” 


Wales Millennium Centre 


Donald Gordon Theatre: 1,897 
BBC Hoddinott Hall: 350 
Weston Studio Theatre: 250 


Construction 


February 2002 


Phase 1: 26-28 November 2004 
Phase 2: 31 January 2009 


Phase 1 GB£106.2 million?! 
Phase 2 GB£18 million™ 


Percy Thomas Partnership 


(now Capita Architecture) 


Tenants 


Arts Council of Wales, Literature Wales, National Dance 
Company Wales, Hijinx Theatre, Touch Trust, Ty 
Cerdd, Urdd Gobaith Cymru, Welsh National 
Opera and BBC National Orchestra of Wales.®! 


Wales Millennium Centre (Welsh: Canolfan Mileniwm Cymru) is an arts centre located 
in the Cardiff Bay area of Cardiff, Wales. The site covers a total area of 4.7 acres 

(1.9 ha). Phase 1 of the building was opened during the weekend of the 26-28 
November 2004 and phase 2 opened on 22 January 2009 with an inaugural concert. The 
centre has hosted performances of opera, ballet, contemporary dance, theatre comedy, 
and musicals. 


The Wales Millennium Centre comprises one large theatre and two smaller halls with 
shops, bars and restaurants. It houses the national orchestra and opera, dance, theatre 
and literature companies, a total of eight arts organisations in residence.) 


The main theatre, the Donald Gordon Theatre, has 1,897 seats, the BBC Hoddinott Hall 
350 and the Weston Studio Theatre 250." 


In 2001 Lord Rowe-Beddoe was appointed chairman of Wales Millennium Centre, 
a company limited by guarantee. Board members include Sir Michael Checkland. 


Backgroundl[edit] E 
The failed Cardiff Bay Opera House project(edit] 


Main article: Cardiff Bay Opera House 


Site of the proposed Cardiff Bay Opera House and later Wales Millennium Centre in the open 
space in the middle of the image 


The Wales Millennium Centre replaced an earlier project for the site, the Cardiff Bay 
Opera House, a plan supported by the Cardiff Bay Development Corporation to 
construct a permanent home for the Welsh National Opera. The project failed to win 
financial support from the Millennium Commission, the body which distributed funds 
from the UK National Lottery. 


An international design competition attracted 268 international applicants, and was 
won by Iraq-born architect Zaha Hadid. Her avant-garde design was so radical that she 
and a selection of other applicants were asked to submit revised designs for a second 
round of competition®—which she again won with "a sleek and dazzling complex of 
sharp lines and surfaces that she compared to an ‘inverted necklace'".2% 


In December 1995, the Millennium Commission decided against lottery-money funding 
for the project.” It was suggested that the bid failed because of "the unpopular 
Conservative government's fear of controversy," favouring the funding of projects 
perceived as more populist, such as the Millennium Stadium.24 


Origins of Wales Millennium Centre(edit] 


After the Cardiff Bay Opera House project was rejected, a new project was conceived 
that included more than opera and was felt to be a better reflection of Welsh culture. 
The change of name symbolised this, but the project still had to overcome many 
hurdles. Funding from the Welsh Assembly and Millennium Commission took years to 
obtain. Cardiff Council had to buy the land after the previous owners, Grosvenor 
Waterside (Associated British Ports property division) threatened to build a retail centre 
there due to the delays.“ Further boosts were given by large donations from South 
African businessman Donald Gordon and a loan from the international bank, HSBC. The 
GB£20 million donation from Donald Gordon was split evenly between the Royal Opera 
House and Wales Millennium Centre and was spread over five years. This is believed to 
be the largest single private donation ever made to the arts in the UK." 


Phase 1 - Donald Gordon Theatre and Weston Studio Theatre[edit] 


Donald Gordon Theatre 


In addition to the two main theatres of the Donald Gordon Theatre and Weston Studio 
Theatre, the 37,000-square-metre (400,000 sq ft) phase 1 of the Wales Millennium 
Centre also has six function rooms: the Victor Salvi Room, the David Morgan Room, the 
Sony Room, the Seligman Room, the Japan Room, and the Lloyds Enterprise Suite. 

51 The Urdd Gobaith Cymru has a hostel with accommodations for 153 people overnight 
in en-suite bedrooms, called the Urdd City Sleepover.“ It also has performance and 
teaching space in the Urdd Hall/Theatre, with 153 retractable seats.22 


The Blue Room 


The building also includes rehearsal rooms, orchestral facilities for the Welsh National 
Opera, dance studios for Diversions, called The Dance House, and the Blue Room, with 
seating for up to 100. 


The Glanfa Stage 


The foyer has three bars; the Penderyn Awen Foyer Bar on level 2, the Horizons Foyer 
Bar on level 4, and the Stones Foyer Bar on level 5.24 ffresh restaurant is also situated 
in the foyer, along with Crema, which is a coffee shop, Hufen, which is an Ice cream 
parlour and One, which is a wine bar. Free performances also take place during the 
day in the foyer on the Glanfa Stage.24 


Design and construction(edit] 


During construction of phase 1 


The WMC was designed by Jonathan Adams, of local practice Percy Thomas 
Architects"*! (taken over by Capita Group in 2004"), with Arup Acoustics providing the 


acoustic design and Arup as building engineer. His first concept drawings were made in 
early 1998,22 by 1999 his design was starting to look more like the building it is today. 


Construction began on 25 February 2002, the main contractor being Sir Robert 
McAlpine Ltd22 and Kelsey Roofing Industries Ltd being the roofing contractor.24 Carr 
and Angier were the theatre consultants. Other contractors included Stent 
(foundations), Swansea Institute of Higher Education, now part of University of Wales 
Trinity Saint David (glass), GH James Cyf (stonemasonry), Rimex (Stainless steel), Alfred 


McAlpine (slate), Coed Cymru (wood), Ann Catrin Evans (door furniture), Amber Hiscott 
(etchings on glass walls) .22! 


The architect's concept of the building was a building that expressed "Welshness" and 
was instantly recognisable.22 The building was designed to reflect the many different 

parts of Wales with local Welsh materials that dominate its history: slate, metal, wood 
and glass.22 All the materials used come from Wales; the WMC was built from 

1,350 tonnes of Welsh slate, 300,000 concrete blocks, and a million metres of electric 
cable. 41 


Slate 


Slate: Multi-coloured layers of slate 


The exterior of the building is clad in multi-coloured slate collected from Welsh slate 
quarries. Narrow windows are built into the layers of slate to give the impression of 
rock; strata they depict the different stone layers in sea cliffs. The purple slate came 
from the Penrhyn Quarry, the blue from Cwt y Bugail Quarry, the green from the Nantlle 
Valley, the grey from Llechwedd quarry, and the black from the Corris Quarry.22! 


| always loved going to Ogmore and Southerndown. | thought the cliffs there looked like 
a building anyway. A building capable of withstanding the roughest weather for 
hundreds of years. The older they get, the better they look. | wondered if it would be 
possible to make a building which had the same qualities as these magnificent cliffs. To 
do that | needed a lot of stone. Normal stone for buildings has to be specially cut into 
blocks; it takes a long time to make and costs a fortune. But in north Wales the historic 
slate industry has left behind whole mountains of waste stone that no-one wants. This 
was stone cut from the mountainside for nearly two hundred years but which wasn't 
good enough to make roof slates. Over 90% was thrown away. But it was ideal for 
making walls like the one | had in mind... —architect Jonathan Adams! 


Metal 


Copper oxide coated sheet steel cladding 


Door furniture designed by Ann Catrin Evans 


The WMC's main feature, the bronze coloured dome which covers the Donald Gordon 
Theatre, is clad in steel that was treated with copper oxide. It was designed to 
withstand the weather conditions on the Cardiff Bay waterfront and will look 
increasingly better with age. The architect, Jonathan Adams, decided not to use copper 
and aluminium as they would both change colour with age and weather conditions. 2! 


We all know that steel making has been important to south Wales, just as slate making 
has changed the landscape of the north. We have to use a special type of steel that 
won't go rusty near to the salt-laden, maritime air of Cardiff Bay. This stainless steel will 
be made near to Pontypool. For the Wales Millennium Centre | thought it was important 
that the materials should have a "natural" texture, and that they should be instantly 
recognisable to anyone seeing them, even from a distance. For this reason | felt it was 
important that the steel of the shell should have the rough grain and the riveted pattern 
that we think of as more typical of old industrial structures, such as those that used to 
be commonplace around the landscape of the industrial south. —architect Jonathan 
Adams?! 


Wood 


Wood: Used on the balconies in the foyer 


Both inside and outside the building, including the main Donald Gordon Theatre, the 
balconies and the rear of the building, is dominated by bands of hardwood lining the 
walls. 22! 


Like the exterior of the building, the principal internal spaces are designed to make the 
best use of natural materials in their natural state. The structure and detail of the 
concourse galleries echo the form of the exterior, with the curving strata formed in 
native hardwoods. Oak, ash, beech, sycamore, alder, birch, chestnut and cherry woods 
from renewable sources in mid-Wales will be used together in proportions that reflect 
their relative availability from the forest. The design of the concourse galleries is 
intended to evoke the image of the edge of the forest, partly as a counterpoint to the 
coastal nature of the exterior, and partly because the edge of the forest in folklore and 
mythology represents a line between the real world and the magical world, a line which 
resembles the front edge of the theatre stage. The form of trees is created by the 
interweaving curvature of the gallery edges, and by the random positioning of the 
supporting columns. —architect Jonathan Adamse” 


Glass 


Glass: Bands of glass from the inside 


Glass was used to incorporate into the bands of slate. The glass is 15-centimetre (5.9 in) 
thick and was cut and installed by the Architectural Glass Department at Swansea 
Institute of Higher Education. Glass is not used in the contemporary British architectural 
style of the glass curtain.2! 


Jonathan Adams said, "The glass veins in the external walls of the Wales Millennium 
Centre make use of conventional glass in a unique way: the sheets of glass are stacked 
together and fused in a kiln to form solid blocks." 


Calligraphy 


Calligraphy: Wales Millennium Centre illuminated at night 


The inscription in the front of the building in Welsh reads: 

CREU GWIR 

FEL GWYDR 

O FFWRNAIS AWEN 

(‘Creating Truth Like Glass From Inspiration's Furnace ).2% 
The inscription in English reads: 

IN THESE STONES 

HORIZONS 

SING 


Inscribed on the front of the dome, above the main entrance, are two poetic lines, 
written by Welsh poet Gwyneth Lewis in the Welsh and English languages. The lettering 
is formed by windows in the upstairs bar areas and is internally illuminated at night. 221 


The idea of this monumental inscription comes from Roman classical architecture. The 
Romans brought Christianity to these islands, along with the custom of engraving stone. 
The form of the Celtic cross embodies the cross-fertilisation of indigenous and Roman 
cultures, from which the Welsh nation first emerged. The monumental inscription is a 
familiar feature of Roman architecture. The inscription over the entrance of the Wales 
Millennium Centre is a revival of this classical tradition, and also a recognition of the 
formative influence of Roman culture upon our nation. We're lucky to have two 
languages; one that we share with half the world and one which belongs just to us. 
Words in songs, stories and poems have helped to make Wales the proud country that it 
is. —architect Jonathan Adams? 


The internal and external windows 


Internal windows in bar area 


External detail of the windows 


Gwyneth Lewis said of the inscription: 


| wanted the words to reflect the architecture of the building. Its copper dome reminded 
me of the furnaces from Wales's industrial heritage and also Ceridwen's cauldron, from 
which the early poet Taliesin received his inspiration ('awen'). Awen suggests both 
poetic inspiration and the general creative vision by which people and societies form 
their aspirations. [...] It was important to me that the English words on the building 
should not simply be a translation of the Welsh, that they should have their own 
message. The strata of the slate frontage of the Wales Millennium Centre reminded me 
of the horizons just beyond Penarth Head. The sea has, traditionally, been for Cardiff the 
means by which the Welsh export their best to the world and the route by which the 
world comes to Cardiff. The stones inside the theatre literally sing with opera, musicals 
and orchestral music, and | wanted to convey the sense of an international space 
created by the art of music. —Gwyneth Lewise} 


"In These Stones Horizons Sing" is also an orchestral work, which was composed by Karl 
Jenkins, and commissioned by the Wales Millennium Centre for the opening of the Wales 
Milliennium Centre. 


Opening weekend ceremony(edit] 


The building was officially opened on the weekend of the 26, 27 and 28 November 
2004. The ceremony was organised by Bryn Terfel, the creative director of the whole 
opening weekend.22 


Day 1 - 26 November 2004 


Plaque to commemorate the opening of the Wales Millennium Centre 


The day started with a speech from Lord Rowe-Beddoe, chairman of Wales Millennium 
Centre, who declared to the crowd that the proceedings were under way. This was 
followed by a speech from Rhodri Morgan, the First Minister, who stressed that the new 


arts centre belonged to the whole nation, that it was for all of the people of Wales and 
not just for the elite.22 


The building was opened by Janet Thickpenny, a young mother from Barry, who was 
chosen because her 40th birthday coincided with that of the opening day.22 A human 
chain delivered the symbolic key, designed and cast by Ann Catrin Evans, to Janet with 
a fanfare from the National Youth Brass Band of Wales to a Karl Jenkins specially 
commissioned work /n These Stones Horizons Sing and the Wales Millennium Centre 
was open. 221 


The evening celebrations began with Cymru for the World, which celebrated the 
achievements of five leading Welsh artists; Gwyneth Jones, Shirley Bassey, Sian 
Phillips, Alun Hoddinott and Richard Burton, represented by his daughter Kate Burton. 
This included tributes from Robert Hardy, Jonathan Pryce, Derek Jacobi, Nana 
Mouskouri, Catrin Finch, Ruth Madoc and lan McKellen.2231 The concert was directed by 
Ken Caswell and conducted by David Charles Abell. 


Bryn Terfel started off with a short speech and introduced the Wales Millennium Centre 
singers and dancers, who in hard hats and donkey jackets sang and danced the story of 
the construction of the building. They were later joined by all 322 participants ina 
chorus,22 including Gwyn Hughes Jones, Bryn Terfel and Dennis O'Neill sang a duet 
from Pearl Fishers. Diversions performed a new ballet based on one of Alun Hoddinott's 
works. The Welsh National Opera performed the final scene of Beethoven's Fidelio in 


their new home. The evening ranged across all musical types from popular to classical. 
[32] 


Day 2 - 27 November 2004 


The second day was an open door for the public to explore the building with a 
continuous stream of people filling through the building from early morning until the 
fireworks display out in the Roald Dahl Plass.'! 


Day 3 - 28 November 2004 


The final day of the opening weekend began with the arrival of Queen Elizabeth 

ll, Prince Philip, and the Prince of Wales who met First Minister Rhodri Morgan and Lord 
Rowe-Beddoe, and marked the event by unveiling a plaque. A key was presented to 
Queen Elizabeth II by Richard Burton's granddaughter, Charlotte Frances Ritchie. 

821 Philip Madoc, Sian Phillips, Gaby Roslin, Michael Ball, Charlotte Church, Catrin 

Finch and Only Men Aloud! were among the artists that entertained the audience during 
the first act. The second act was opened by the Welsh National Opera and later 

the Kirov Ballet and Cirque Eloize entertained the audience. Bryn Terfel ended the 
celebrations.22) 


Phase 2 (C Bay) - BBC Hoddinott Hall[edit] 


BBC Hoddinott Hall 


Phase 2 of the Wales Millennium Centre is home to the BBC National Orchestra of 
Wales (BBC NOW) and the BBC National Chorus of Wales.= BBC NOW moved from 
Studio 1 at Broadcasting House in Llandaff, which the orchestra had outgrown since the 
late 1960s.42 Phase 2 opened on 22 January 2009 with an inaugural concert performed 
by the BBC NOW and conducted by Thierry Fischer." Phase 2 includes the 350 seater 
BBC Hoddinott Hall (Welsh: Neuadd Hoddinott y BBC),24 also known simply as Hoddinott 
Hall, which is named after the late Welsh classical composer Alun Hoddinott CBE (11 
August 1929 - 12 March 2008),28 and the Grace Williams Studio, which is named after 
another Welsh composer, Grace Williams (19 February 1906 - 10 February 1977), and is 
used as a centre for education and outreach work.22 Phase 2 also has space for practice 
rooms, a music library, backstage facilities,“ it also provides a four-storey office space 
for Wales Millennium Centre and the Arts Council of Wales.“ 


Design and construction(edit] 


During construction of phase 2 (C Bay) 


Offices of the Arts Council of Wales (red brick) and BBC Hoddinott Hall (far right - blue slate) 


The original plans for the WMC were that it would have a concert hall,“21 however the 
final design of phase 1 did not include one. Space had been left, though, for a concert 
hall to be built in the future when phase 1 of the WMC was opened in 2004, and 
construction on phase 2 was then due to begin early in 2005.41 However, construction 
of phase 2 did not actually begin until April 2007.“ Phase 2 was designed to fit into the 
WMC's curved slate frontage, with an upper part constructed from timber.“ 


The entrance to the BBC Hoddinott Hall from within the Wales Millennium Centre 


Phase 2 of the WMC was designed by the then newly qualified Tim Green and Keith 
Vince of Capita Architecture, formerly called Capita Percy Thomas and now part 

of Capita Symonds, with Arup Acoustics again providing the acoustic design.“ The main 
contractor was again Sir Robert McAlpine Ltd,“2 with MJN Colston Ltd responsible for the 
design and installation of all the mechanical, electrical and public health services in the 
building.“ Other subcontractors on the project included URS Corporation, Davis 
Langdon and Hulley & Kirkwood. 


Tim Green said of the building that the exterior of the building was designed to be in 
keeping with the existing Wales Millennium Centre, while the interior had a theme all its 
own. "The concept behind the design of the interior of Hoddinott Hall was that of a 
traditional Welsh chapel."“2 "The timber treatment at low level is very reminiscent of 
Victorian chapels and the masonry above. The stonework you would normally get in a 
stone chapel has been replaced by concrete. "sa 


During the design and construction period, the project name for phase 2 was C Bay.“4 
“s Construction of phase 2 began in April 2007,“" and ended when the keys to the 
building were handed over at an official ceremony in September 2008, and the 
beginning of the fitting out of the BBC Hoddinott Hall by BBC Wales. 


Opening Festival edit] 


To commemorate the opening of the BBC Hoddinott Hall an inaugural concert took place 
on 22 January 2009. It was part of the Opening Festival which took place between 22 
January and 1 February 2009.51 The concert was performed by the BBC National 
Orchestra of Wales and was conducted by Thierry Fischer. The concert included the 
world premiere of St Vitus in the Kettle by Simon Holt, the orchestra's composer in 
association, who took over from Michael Berkeley. The BBC Hoddinott Hall was officially 
opened by the Prince of Wales on 31 January 2009, where he unveiled a plaque.™! 


Resident organisations[edit] 


The rear of the building with offices of the National Dance Company Wales, Urdd and Literature 
Wales (/eft) and Arts Council of Wales (right)) 


The Wales Millennium Centre is home to nine arts organisations: 


e Literature Wales - The Welsh National Literature Promotion Agency and Society For 
Writers 

e National Dance Company Wales - previously known as Diversions - the Dance 
Company of Wales 


e Hijinx Theatre - a theatre company that promotes community work, aiming to bring 
together people of all ages 

e Touch Trust - providing educational touch and movement therapies to people with 
profound disabilities and autism 

e Ty Cerdd - music information centre for amateur and professional musicians, 
including the Welsh Music Information Centre, Welsh Amateur Music Federation, 
National Youth Arts Wales and Cyfansoddwyr Cymru (Composers of Wales)= 

e Urdd Gobaith Cymru (The Welsh League of Youth) - the Welsh language youth 
movement 

e Welsh National Opera - an international touring opera company 

e BBC National Orchestra of Wales - The only professional national symphony 
orchestra for Wales 

e Arts Council of Wales - The body responsible for funding and developing the arts in 
Wales 


Corporate financing and rebranding|/edit] 


Wales Millennium Centre logos 
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The total cost of phase 1 of the project was £106.2 million. The National 

Lottery Millennium Fund provided £31.7 million, a further £37 million came from 

The National Assembly for Wales and £10.4 million was donated by the Arts Council of 
Wales.22! In addition a private investor, South African businessman Donald 

Gordon donated £20 million to be shared equally between the Royal Opera House and 
the Wales Millennium Centre. WMC also received a £13.5 million loan from HSBC. The 
remaining funds for the project came from a major sponsorship deal with the Principality 
Building Society.22) The Weston Studio is named after the Garfield Weston 

Foundation which funds the Glanfa Stage, and is located on Level 1 of the building. 


661 The organisation has many corporations and public bodies who provide sponsorship 
to WMC.&4 


The National Assembly for Wales announced on 6 November 2007 that it was to pay off 
the outstanding loan of £13.5 million from HSBC and also increase the annual funding. 
From April 2008, the National Assembly for Wales have given a grant to the Wales 
Millennium Centre with £3.5 million per annum for 3 years.®! This would only repay the 
capital debt and not any ongoing operating loss as the organisation remains profitable. 
The money used to pay the debt came from unallocated funds from the Assembly's 
previous budget and it was said by the Minister for Heritage, Rhodri Glyn Thomas, that 
the new money allocation would not come at the expense of other art projects from 
other parts of Wales. 


The cost of phase 2 of the project was approximately £18 million, however the BBC does 
not own the building, they have leased it for 25 years from the Lime Property Fund, 
which is a subsidiary of Aviva Investors. The building was built by Concert Bay Ltd, 
which is a subsidiary of Sir Robert McAlpine Enterprises Ltd who co-funded the scheme 
along with Lime Property Fund. 


In November 2006, Wales Millennium Centre announced that they would begin a two 
phase rebranding project. The project was won by a local Cardiff company, Sweet. The 
first phase of the project involved a new corporate logo, the second phase included the 
complete redesign of other marketing tools, such as brochures and advertisements. u 


In popular culture[edit] 


Doctor Who and Torchwood 


WMC has made numerous appearances in film and television including Doctor Who, 
whose modern era is produced locally by BBC Wales. It has appeared seven times to 
date: as itself from outside in the episode "Boom Town", its marquee momentarily at 
the end of the episode "Bad Wolf", its lobby as a hospital lobby in the far future in the 
episode "New Earth",©! and again in "The Girl Who Waited",.'™! It also appeared briefly in 
the episodes "Utopia" and "The Stolen Earth", and also in the final episode of series 3, 
"Last of the Time Lords". 


The spin-off series Torchwood, has its headquarters, known as "The Hub", set 
underneath the Water Tower, Roald Dahl Plass,“? with the Wales Millennium Centre's 
frontage featuring heavily through the show. 


Jones Jones Jones 
Main article: Jones Jones Jones 


On 3 November 2006, a record breaking attempt to gather the most people with the 
same surname, Jones, took place at WMC under the show banner Jones Jones Jones, 
filmed for television by S4C. The record was broken with 1,224 Joneses filling the Donald 
Gordon Theatre.©4 The previous record was set in Sweden in 2004 when 583 people 
gathered who had the same surname of Norberg. 


Gavin & Stacey 


Episode 1 of the second series of BBC TV show Gavin & Stacey was filmed in the Wales 
Millennium Centre. The centre was supposed to be an airport.“ 
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Alexandra Palace is a Grade II listed! entertainment and sports venue in London, 
located in Muswell Hill in the London Borough of Haringey. It is built on the site of 
Tottenham Wood and the later Tottenham Wood Farm.®! Originally built by John 
Johnson and Alfred Meeson, it opened in 1873 but following a fire two weeks after its 
opening, was rebuilt by Johnson. Intended as "The People's Palace" and referred to as 
"Ally Pally", its purpose was to serve as a public centre of recreation, education and 
entertainment; North London's counterpart to the Crystal Palace in South London."! 


At first a private venture, in 1900, the owners planned to sell it and Alexandra Park for 
development. A group of neighbouring local authorities managed to acquire it. An Act of 
Parliament created the Alexandra Palace and Park Trust. The Act required the Trustees 
to maintain the Palace and Park and make them available for the free use and 
recreation of the public forever. The present trustee is the London Borough of Haringey, 
whose coat of arms shows lightning bolts depicting the Palace's pioneering role in the 
development of television. 


In 1935, the trustees leased part of the palace to the BBC for use as the production and 
transmission centre for their new BBC Television. In 1936, it became the home of the 
BBC's first regular public television service. The broadcasting system was the 405- 

line monochrome analogue television - the first fully electronic television system to be 


used in regular broadcasting. Although other facilities soon superseded it after the war, 
Alexandra Palace continued to be used by the BBC for many years and its radio and 
television mast is still in use. The original studios 'A' and 'B' still survive in the south- 
east wing with their producers’ galleries and are used for exhibiting original historical 
television equipment. The original Victorian theatre with its stage machinery also 
survives and as of 2019, is back in use. The theatre and stage structure is on English 
Heritage's Buildings at Risk register. Alexandra Palace became a listed building in 1996, 
2 at the instigation of the Hornsey Historical Society. 


A planned commercial development of the building into a mixed leisure complex 

including a hotel, replacement ice-skating rink, cinema, ten-pin bowling alley and 
exhibition centre, encountered opposition from public groups and was blocked by 
the High Court in 2007. 


The Great Hall and West Hall are typically used for exhibitions, music concerts and 
conferences, operated by the trading arm of the charitable trust that owns the building 
and park on behalf of the public. There is also a pub, ice rink, palm court, anda 
panoramic view of central London. 


In 2013, Alexandra Park was declared a Local Nature Reserve and is also a Site of 
Borough Importance for Nature Conservation, Grade 1.88 


The nearest railway stations are the London Underground station Wood Green on 
the Piccadilly line and Alexandra Palace with services from Moorgate. Alexandra Palace 
is also served by London Buses route W3. 


History[edit] 
19th century[edit] 
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Original Alexandra Palace on fire in 1873 


The "Palace of the People" was conceived by Owen Jones in 1859. The Great Northern 
Palace Company had been established by 1860, but was initially unable to raise 
financing for the construction of the Palace. Construction materials were acquired and 
recycled from the large 1862 International Exhibition building in South Kensington after 
it was demolished: the Government had declined to take it over. In 1863 Alexandra Park 
Co. Ltd. acquired the land of Tottenham Wood Farm for conversion to a park and to 
build the People’s Palace.® Alexandra Park was opened to the public on 23 July 1863. 
The planned building was originally named "The Palace of the People"; it and its park 
were renamed to commemorate the popular new Princess of Wales, Alexandra of 
Denmark, who had married Prince Edward on 10 March 1863. The Palace of the People, 
or the People's Palace, remained as alternative names. In September 1865, construction 


commenced but to a design by John Johnson and Alfred Meeson rather than the glass 
structure initially proposed by Jones. 


Rebuilt Palace in 1875 


In 1871, work started on the Edgware, Highgate and London Railway to connect the site 
to Highgate station. Work on both the railway and the palace was completed in 1873 
and, on 24 May of that year, Alexandra Palace and Park was opened. The structure 
covers some 7.5 acres (3.0 ha). The palace was built by Kelk and Lucas, who also built 
the Royal Albert Hall in South Kensington at around the same time.24 Sims Reeves sang 
on the opening day before an audience of 102,000." Only 16 days later, Alexandra 
Palace was destroyed by a fire which also killed three members of staff. Only the outer 
walls survived; a loan exhibition of a collection of English pottery and porcelain, 
comprising some 4,700 items of historic and intrinsic value, was also destroyed.22 


A! teen 


Former Alexandra Palace railway station (Muswell Hill branch) 


With typical Victorian vigour, it was quickly rebuilt and reopened on 1 May 1875. The 
new Alexandra Palace contained a concert hall, art galleries, a museum, lecture hall, 
library, banqueting room and large theatre. The stage of the theatre incorporated 
machinery which enabled special effects for the pantomimes and melodramas then 
popular - artists could disappear, reappear and be propelled into the air. The theatre 
was also used for political meetings. An open-air swimming pool was constructed at the 
base of the hill in the surrounding park; it is long since closed and little trace remains 
except some reeds. The grounds included a horse racing course with grandstand 
(named Alexandra Park Racecourse and nicknamed the "Frying Pan" and the "Pan 
Handle" because of its layout), which was London's only racecourse from 1868 until its 
closure in 1970, a Japanese village, a switchback ride, a boating lake and a 9-hole pitch- 
and-putt golf course. Alexandra Park cricket and football clubs have also played within 
the grounds (in the middle of the old racecourse) since 1888. A Henry Willis organ 
installed in 1875, vandalised in 1918 and restored and reopened in 1929, survives. In its 


1929 restored form, Willis's masterpiece was declared by Marcel Dupré to be the finest 
concert-organ in Europe.22 


20th century/edit] 


Reconstruction in 1982, after a fire in 1980 destroyed much of the building 


In 1900, the owners of Alexandra Palace and Park were threatening to sell them for 
redevelopment, but a consortium of public-spirited men in the district, headed by Mr. 
Henry Burt, JP a member of the Middlesex County Council and of Hornsey District 
Council, at once embraced the opportunity of securing the palace and the beautiful 
grounds for the people of London. A committee was formed by Burt and the consortium 
managed to raise enough money to purchase them just in time. By the Alexandra Park 
and Palace (Public Purposes) Act 1900, a charitable trust was created; representatives 
of the purchasing local authorities became the trustees with the duty to keep both 
building and park "available for the free use and recreation of the public forever".2# In 
1921 a plaque was erected at the entrance of the south terrace in honour of Burt.2# It is 
this duty that the present trustee, the London Borough of Haringey, is currently trying to 
overturn, protesters fear,” by selling the building to a commercial developer.24 The 
palace passed into the hands of the Greater London Council in 1967, with the proviso 
that it should be used entirely for charitable purposes, and their trusteeship was 
transferred to Haringey council in 1980. 


During the First World War the park was closed and the palace and grounds were first 
used as refugee camp for displaced Belgians,“# and then later from 1915-19 as an 
internment camp" for German and Austrian civilians.2224 The camp commandant was 
Lt. Col. R. S. F. Walker until his death in May 1917.22 


The theatre was greatly altered in the early 1920s, with the general manager, W. J. 
MacQueen-Pope, spending the war reparation money on refurbishing the auditorium. He 
abandoned the understage machinery that produced the effects necessary in Victorian 
melodrama; some of the machinery is preserved, and there is a project to restore some 
of it to working order. After these changes, the theatre was leased by Archie Pitt, then 
husband of Gracie Fields, who appeared in the theatre. Fields also drew an audience of 
5,000 people to the hall for a charity event. 


is A 
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WAS INAUGURATED 


Blue plaque 


In 1935, the trustees leased part of the palace to the BBC for use as the production and 
transmission centre for their new BBC Television service. The antenna was designed 
by Charles Samuel Franklin of the Marconi Company. The world's first public broadcasts 
of (then) "high-definition" television were made from Alexandra Palace in 1936,23 an 
event which is alluded to by the rays in the modern coat of arms of the London Borough 


of Haringey.™! Two competing systems, Marconi-EMI's 405-line system and John Logie 
Baird's 240-line system, were installed, each with its own broadcast studio and were 
transmitted on alternate weeks until the 405-line system was chosen in 1937.22 After 
the BBC leased the eastern part of the palace the theatre was only used for props 
storage space. 


The Rose Window (southeast front) 


The palace continued as the BBC's main transmitting centre for London until 1956, 
interrupted only by the Second World War when the transmitter found an alternative 
use jamming German bombers' navigation systems.'!5!26 |n 1944, a 

German doodlebug exploded just outside the organ end of the Great Hall and the Rose 
Window was blown in, leaving the organ exposed to the elements.24 In 1947 some of 
the pieces of the shattered rose window were incorporated in a new design by 
architect E.T. Spashett during renovation of bomb-damaged public buildings by 


the Ministry of Works. During the 1940s and 50s the palace also housed a public 
roller-skating rink and the Alexandra Palace Roller Skating Club. 


In the early 1960s, an outside broadcast was made from the top of the tower, in which 
the first passage of a satellite across the London sky was watched and described. It 
continued to be used for BBC News broadcasts until 1969, and for the Open 
University until 1981.2 The antenna mast still stands and is used for local terrestrial 
television transmission, local commercial radio and DAB broadcasts. The main London 
television transmitter is now at Crystal Palace in south London. 


Early in 1980, Haringey council took over the trusteeship of Alexandra Palace from the 
GLC, intending to refurbish the building but just six months later, during Capital Radio's 
Jazz Festival, a fire started under the organ and quickly spread. It destroyed half the 
building. Again the outer walls survived and the eastern parts, including the theatre and 
the BBC Television studios and aerial mast, were saved. Parts of the famous organ were 
destroyed, though it had been dismantled for repairs so some parts (including nearly all 
the pipework) were away from the building in store. Some of the damage to the palace 
was repaired immediately but Haringey council overspent on the restoration, creating a 
£30 million deficit. It was then reopened to the public in 1988 under a new management 
team headed by Louis Bizat. Later the council was heavily criticised for the overspend in 
a report by Project Management International.” 


In 1991, the attorney-general stated that the overspending by the council as trustee 
was unlawful and so could not be charged to the charity. The council for some years did 
not accept this politically embarrassing finding and instead maintained that the charity 
"owed" the council £30 million, charged compound interest on what it termed a "debt" 
(which eventually rose to a claim of some £60 million), and to recoup it tried to offer the 
whole palace for sale — a policy their successors are still trying to carry out despite 
being rejected by the High Court in October 2007. As of June 2008, it is still unclear 
whether the council in either of its guises has agreed to write off its 1980s overspend. 


An ice rink was installed at Alexandra Palace in 1990. Primarily intended for public 
skating, it has also housed ice hockey teams including the Haringey Racers, 

the Haringey Greyhounds, the London Racers and now the Haringey Huskies,” as well 
as a figure skating club, the Alexandra Palace Amateur Ice Skating Club. 


21st century/edit] 
Ce This section needs to be updated. Please update this article to 


reflect recent events or newly available information. (November 
2018) 


Viewed from the south in 2007 


In June 2004, the first performances for about 70 years took place in the theatre, first in 
its foyer then in July in the theatre itself. Although conditions were far from ideal, the 
audience was able to see the potential of this very large space - originally seating 
3,000, it could not be licensed for more than a couple of hundred. It was intended that 
the theatre will one day reopen, but much costly restoration would be required first. It 
will never again reach a seating capacity of 3,000 (not least because one balcony was 
removed in the early part of the 20th century as a fire precaution, when films started to 
be shown there). A major season of the theatre company Complicite was planned for 
2005 but the project, which would have included some repair and access work, was 
cancelled due to higher-than-anticipated costs.&2! 


Plans by the current trustees, Haringey Council, to replace all the charitable uses by 
commercial ones by a commercial lease of the entire building, including a casino, 
encountered considerable public and legal opposition, and on 5 October 2007, in the 
High Court, Mr. Justice Sullivan granted an application by Jacob O'Callaghan, a London 
resident, to quash the Charity Commission's order authorising a 125-year lease of the 
entire building to Firoka Ltd. 


A masterplan for the future of the site was drawn up in 2012, comprising six 'big ideas' 
to restore and redevelop the palace.@" The first of these to be implemented aims to 
transform the derelict eastern end of the palace, making accessible the Victorian 
theatre and historic BBC Studios. In 2013 the Heritage Lottery Fund awarded a Round 1 
pass to develop the proposals, creating a new entrance in the restored East Court, re- 
establishing the theatre as a flexible performance space and re-opening the BBC 
Studios as a visitor attraction. There was controversy regarding plans to demolish the 
brick infills in the colonnade on the south-east face of the building, which the BBC 
constructed after 1936 to form their television studios within.2= Following a public 
consultation and advice from English Heritage, Planning and Listed Building Consent 
was given for the proposals and in March 2015 HLF awarded Round 2 major grant 
funding securing a positive future for the historic areas.22 


In 2018 it was announced that the Theatre would open for a BBC Proms performance on 
1 September” before officially reopening to the public on 1 December 2018 following 
the completion of the East Wing Restoration Project by the contractor Willmott Dixon. 
881 The opening programme included performances from Dylan Moran, Horrible 
Histories, Gilbert & George, Gareth Malone and an evening of jazz presented by Ronnie 
Scott's. 22 


Notable events[edit] 
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Alexandra Palace has hosted a number of significant events over the course of its 
history. Recurring events held there include the Great British Beer Festival (1977-1980), 
“a the Brit Awards (1993-1995), the PDC World Darts Championship (2008-present) and 
the Masters snooker tournament (2012-present). 


In November every year, a large fireworks display is scheduled there as part of 
London's Bonfire Night celebrations. 


1960s(edit] 


The Observer's Wildlife Exhibition held here in 1963 was an important early event in 
highlighting awareness of worldwide endangered species, and it gained a large 
attendance (46,000).44 


In April 1967, a benefit event took place there. The 14 Hour Technicolor Dream, 
organised by the /nternational Times, demonstrated the importance of the quickly 
developing Underground scene. Although venues such as the UFO Club were hosting 
counter-cultural bands, this was certainly the largest indoor event at the time. 
Performers included headlining act Pink Floyd as well as the Pretty Things, Savoy 
Brown, the Crazy World of Arthur Brown, Soft Machine, the Move and Sam Gopal's 
Dream (featuring Sam Gopal, Mick Hutchinson and Pete Sears). John Lennon attended, 
and Yoko Ono (who was soon to become Lennon's new romantic partner) presented her 
performance work "Cut Piece".“2! 


1970s(edit] 


Audio description of Alexandra Palace by former local MP, Lynne Featherstone 


In 1970, Italian director Lucio Fulci filmed an important segment of his giallo film A 
Lizard in a Woman's Skin here. Alexandra Palace posed as a disused church.“ The rock 
band Led Zeppelin played at Alexandra Palace in December 1972. 


In 1973, the Divine Light Mission held a "Festival of Love" there.“ Also in 1973, British 
rock band Wishbone Ash played a Christmas concert at the palace, billed as "Christmas 
at the Palace". 


The American band Grateful Dead played a series of three shows there between 9 and 
11 September 1974 and a recording of portions of all three shows was released as part 
of the Dick's Picks series in March 1997. 


The Campaign for Real Ale held the Great British Beer Festival there from 1977 to 
1980% (the 1980 edition taking place in tents outside the fire-damaged Alexandra 
Palace‘). 


1980s(edit] 


After the fire, the burnt-out shell of the great hall of Alexandra Palace was used as 
Victory Square in Michael Radford's 1984 film adaptation of George Orwell's 


novel Nineteen Eighty-Four. 

The Sinclair C5 battery electric vehicle was launched at the palace in January 1985, one 
week after the closure of the 405-line television system that was inaugurated there 49 
years earlier. 


In November 1989 the Stone Roses played their first major gig in the South of 

England at Alexandra Palace, notable particularly as the band sold the venue out before 
being featured significantly in the music press or making any national television 
appearances. 


1990s/edit] 
Hugh Cornwell played his last gig with the Stranglers at Alexandra Palace in August 
1990. 


Blur performed a major concert at the venue in October 1994 to promote their 

album Parklife. The recording of the concert was released on video in February 1995 
with the title Showtime and used as the basis for the video for the band's song "End of a 
Century". 


From 1993 to 1995, the Brit Awards were hosted at Alexandra Palace. In November 
1996 it was the venue for the annual MTV Europe Music Awards. 


2000s[edit] 


The Darkness performing at Alexandra Palace in 2006 


The fourth Mind Sports Olympiad was held at Alexandra Palace in August 2000, with 
more than 4,000 competitors from around the world taking part in mind sports.“s 


In June 2007, a Hackday event was hosted at Alexandra Palace by 
the BBC and Yahoo! During the event, the building was struck by lightning, causing the 
fire vents to open (and then get stuck open), and it rained inside the building.“ 


Since December 2007, Alexandra Palace has hosted the PDC World Darts 
Championship,“#! following 14 years from December 1993 to January 2007 of the 
tournament being held at the Circus Tavern in Purfleet, Essex. The palace was 
previously home to the News of the World Darts Championship between 1963 and 1977. 


April 2008 saw the re-launch of the regular antiques fairs,“" now held four times a year, 
organised by International Antiques & Collectors Fairs (IACF). 


2010s/edit] 


The Masters snooker tournament has been played at Alexandra Palace since 2012. 


The band Portishead hosted one of two All Tomorrow's Parties festivals titled /‘// Be Your 
Mirror in July 2011 at Alexandra Palace.©&= The 50th anniversary programme of Songs of 
Praise was recorded there in September 2011 and broadcast the following month.&4 


Since 2012 and until 2019, it is the venue for the Masters snooker tournament, held 
every January.&2 


During the 2012 Summer Olympics it served as the official hospitality venue for 
the Dutch Olympic team.) 


In November 2012, it was the venue for the annual Warped Tour, a music and extreme 
sports festival. 


Alexandra Palace continues to be a prolific and high-profile music venue attracting 
internationally renowned artists. Suede appeared in March 2013, playing one of the first 
dates in support of B/oodsports, their first new album in more than a decade. In 
September 2013, Björk performed one of the final concerts of her Biophilia Tour. The 
show was the last concert to be held "in the round", a format which characterised the 
tour, and the first to be performed in this way at Alexandra Palace.“ The eclectic 
programming has included in 2015, Florence and the Machine playing 4 dates of 

their How Big, How Blue, How Beautiful Tour in the palace as well as in 2016 alone, 
heavy metal band Slipknot, Drum & Bass DJ Andy C and the Last Shadow Puppets; with 
sell out shows by Twenty One Pilots®* and Panic at the Disco." 


The bootcamp stage for series 13 of The X Factor was filmed at the Alexandra Palace 
from 6 to 8 July 2016.52 
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e Friends of Alexandra Park - website promoting and protecting Alexandra Park in 
North London 
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e Restoration - Alexandra Palace - The East Wing Keith Armstrong 2018 The author’s 
personal photographic record documenting the 2 year project. 

e History of the Peoples Palace - West Corridor Murals designed and painted by 
Haringey Mural Workshop artists: Gary Drostle, Ruth Priestly, Hilary Leobner, Joann 
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Egton House in Langham Street in Central London was home to BBC Radio 1 for many 
years from 1985 until 1996. 


The John Peel Wing, built on the site in 2003 


Radio 1 moved to Yalding House on Great Portland Street in 1996, and Egton House was 
demolished in 2003 to make way for the new John Peel Wing™ of BBC Broadcasting 
House. Jo Whiley was the last presenter to broadcast from Egton House (12pm-2pm on 
Weds 9 October 1996)."! 


Egton House was also home to the BBC Gramophone Library, a collection of over one 
million records and CDs. The 78 rpm collection was held in the basement of The 
Langham which is across the road and has now reverted to being a luxury hotel. 
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The former Savoy Palace. 


Savoy Place is a large red brick building on the north bank of the River 

Thames in London. It is on a street called Savoy Place and Savoy Street runs along the 
side of the building up to the Strand. In front is the Victoria Embankment, part of 

the Thames Embankment. Close by are Savoy Hill House (best known for 
accommodating the BBC Savoy Hill recording studios), the Savoy Hotel and Waterloo 
Bridge. There are commanding views over to the South Bank and the London Eye. 


History[edit] 


The Savoy Place is located at a site originally called Savoy Manor, taking its name 
from Peter Il, Count of Savoy. He was given the land by Henry Ill on 12 February 1246 
and built a palace on the site. After his death in 1268, the property was left to a French 
hospice. The Savoy Palace was extended by successive Earls of Lancaster and John of 
Gaunt, but was burnt down during the Peasants' Revolt of 1381. The palace was 
modified to become a prison in the 15th century.” 


In 1509, Henry VII left money in his will for a hospital. This was completed on the site in 
1517 but it fell into decline and eventually became a military barracks and prison. 
Various religious institutions were based on the site, including a Jesuit school. The area 
was also a retreat for Huguenots families. In 1723, a German Lutheran church was built 
on part of the site, but demolished in 1877 for the construction of the Thames 
Embankment.4 


Current building|edit] 


a | 


Statue of Michael Faraday 


The current building, completed in 1889, was built to serve as an examination hall for 


the Royal College of Physicians and the Royal College of Surgeons. The foundation 
stone at the front of the building was laid by Queen Victoria on 24 March 1886. 


On 1 June 1909, the Institution of Electrical Engineers bought the lease and various 
alterations were carried out by H. Percy Adams and Charles Holden. The building is 
currently the headquarters for the Institution of Engineering and Technology (IET), 
formed from the Institution of Electrical Engineers (IEE) and the Institution of 
Incorporated Engineers (IIE) in 2006.4 


Outside the building, there is a statue of the leading Victorian scientist Michael 
Faraday by the Irish sculptor John Henry Foley (1818-1874).2 


Savoy Hill Housef[edit] 


Behind Savoy Place is a building originally known as Lancaster House and later as Savoy 
Mansions. It was built in 1880 by the Savoy Building Company. Occupants included beer 
merchants, architects, solicitors, and even Turkish baths in the basement. 


In 1923, the newly created British Broadcasting Company (BBC) leased spare space for 
its Savoy Hill broadcasting studios with the transmissions taking place from Marconi 
House in the Strand.“ The original two studios were increased to nine until in 1932 the 
BBC left the premises when it moved to the larger purpose-built Broadcasting House. 

“1 Savoy Hill was bought by the IEE in 1984 and is now known as Savoy Hill House.#! 


See also[edit] 


e List of eponymous roads in London 


e Savoy Chapel 
e Savoy Theatre 
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KOKO 


KOKO 
e Camden Theatre (1900-1909) 
Former 
e Camden Hippodrome Theatre (1909- 
names 


1913) 


e Camden Hippodrome Picture Theatre 
(1913-1945) 

e BBC Camden Theatre (1945-1977) 

e The Music Machine (1977-1982) 

e Camden Palace (1982-2004) 


Location Camden Town 
London, NW1 
England 


Coordinat w51.534722°N 


es 0.138333°WCoordinates: ‘951.534722°N 
0.138333°W 

Public @ Mornington Crescent 

transit 

Owner The Mint Group 


Designati Grade Il listed 


on 


Type Music venue 


Capacity 2,434 seated on 4 levels (1901) 
1,410 (2008) 


Current Music venue 


use 


Construction 


Rebuilt Refurbished: 2004 


Architect W. G. R. Sprague 


Website 


www.koko.uk.com 


KOKO (previously called The Music Machine and Camden Palace) is a concert venue 
and former theatre in Camden Town, London, England. The building was known as 
Camden Palace from 1982 until its 2004 purchase and extensive restoration led 

by Oliver Bengough and Mint Entertainment.“ Since, the club has been known as 
KOKO and serves as one of the premier live music venues in London, mersus 


History[edit] 


The Camden Theatre opened on Boxing Day 1900.7% With a capacity of 2,434 it was 
one of the largest theatres in London outside the West End. The theatre was designed 
by the prolific theatre architect W. G. R. Sorague.™ The theatre was opened by Ellen 
Terry, then the most celebrated actress in England, who had lived in nearby Stanhope 
Street as a child.2% 


The St Pancras Gazette, a local newspaper, commented as follows in a review of the 
theatre's production of an opera called The Geisha in 1901: 


"It is a matter of special gratification that the opera was presented at our 
beautiful local theatre on a scale of magnificence and completeness which would 
do credit to a West End theatre, but this is nothing new at the Camden Theatre, 
being rather a continuation of the policy with which the proprietors started their 
enterprise, viz. to offer nothing to their patrons but standard work, which has 
received the unmistakable approval of critics and public. "=! 


On 6 December 1909 it reopened as a variety theatre and became the Camden 
Hippodrome Theatre.” By 1911 films were being presented as part of the variety 
programme and in January 1913 it became a cinema known as the Camden 
Hippodrome Picture Theatre. In January 1928, the theatre was bought by 

the Gaumont British cinema circuit.2% 


Closed during World War Il, it outlived many similar buildings, including Camden 
Town's other theatre, the Bedford Theatre, because the BBC took it over to be used 
a radio and recording studio in 1945. They continued to use the former theatre until 
the early 1970s. Among the first weekly series to be broadcast live from here was 
The Richard Tauber Programme [1945-47]. Later recorded at the theatre were The 
Goon Show and the first Monty Python's Flying Circus album (2 May 1970).22 


After the BBC left in 1972, the building remained empty for a number of years. It 
was even the subject of demolition proposals until it was Grade Il 
architecturally listed in late 1972.44, 


However, in 1977 it re-opened as a live music venue named The Music Machine. 
The venue was the central location for the 1979 Disco Dance film The Music 
Machine.“ The venue was particularly popular with new wave and punk bands, 
hosting concerts by groups including The Boomtown Rats, the The Clash, and 

the The Jam .“2 It was the last venue AC/DC's Bon Scott was seen drinking at before 
his death from alcohol poisoning in 1980 - After leaving there, Scott finished up 

at The Dublin Castle on Camden's Parkway where he was placed in a taxi by a 
school teacher and later died that night." 


In 1982 the venue was renamed Camden Palace. During this period it hosted the 
weekly rock night "Feet First", each Tuesday. The nights were hosted by Steve 
Strange and Rusty Egan of electronic band Visage.“ Camden Palace was the 
location of Madonna's first UK performance.musun 


In the late 1990s the Camden Palace was famous for holding its weekly rave events 
and was illuminated with UV lights, state of the art sound system and décor of the 
rave scene. During this time the legendary weekly House/Acid house event, 
Clockwork orange was held on a Saturday with Andy Manston and Danny Gould 
running until 2001, Frantic ( Hard House/Trance) and the iconic House/Trance event, 
Peach with Graham Gold, Pele, Darren Pearce and Dave Lambert running until the 
Camden palace closed in 2004. 


Although in recent years such events have made a return to the venue since its 
incarnation as Koko, including reunions of peach and clockwork orange." 


2004 restoration and relaunch[edit] 


By 2004 the Camden Palace was rundown and in a state of disuse.!25] That year 
the theatre was purchased by Oliver Bengough and his company Mint 
Entertainment.“ Bengough saw the potential of the theatre and embarked on a 
multimillion-pound restoration process lasting more than six months.” The 
restoration process included all new technical facilities, enabling the scope of 
operations to be broadened to include live concert performances, club 

nights, corporate events and television production. The Daily Telegraph described 
the modern interior amenities and the building's historic facade as "lend[ing] a 
sense of grandeur to any gig”. 22u 


Since restoration, KOKO's commitment to sustainability has been recognised with an 
award for Environmental Excellence in Camden Organisations (EECO), for Innovation 
in Waste Management and Recycling.22 The venue has been praised for ‘the 
continued exceptional effort by staff to achieve a 95% recycling rate in the difficult 
events and entertainment industry, and for the use of recycled materials within the 
building in order to close the recycling loop.’ 


The key points in KOKO's innovative recycling and waste management strategy 
include: 


e Recycling paper and cardboards (including flyers), as well as approximately 
30,960 glass bottles, 20,088 aluminium cans and 77,166 plastic cups every 
month; 

e Replacing 982 light bulbs with GLOWB low energy light bulbs; 

e Reducing emissions, by working with ‘The Carbon Trust’ and ‘Better Climate for 
Camden’: by switching to a green energy supplier, KOKO aims to prevent the 
release into the atmosphere of 520 tonnes of CO2 over the next 12 months; 

e as KOKO currently produces approximately 310.809 tonnes of CO2 per annum, 
they have teamed up with Solar Aid who supply Solar Lanterns to under- 
developed countries to help offset this. 


Notable events[edit] 


On 19 March 1964, The Rolling Stones performed there.24 On 10 March 1970, The 
Faces performed there. In 1972 the theatre was the venue for The Goon Show's 


reunion episode The Last Goon Show of All, which was attended by several 
senior Royal Family members and which was filmed and recorded. !etation needed 


On Monday 10 September 1979, London band Iron Maiden performed a gig at The 
Music Machine. The band, at the time, consisted of Steve Harris (bas guitar), Dave 
Murray (lead guitar), Paul Di'anno (vocals), Tony Parsons (lead guitar) and Doug 
Sampson (drums). The gig was recorded by at least one person in the audience, and 
can be found at YouTube from time to time. 


On Friday 14 November 1980, The Music Machine hosted an infamous gig by London 
mod revival band the Chords where onstage interactions between the band 
members ranged from frosty to outright hostile and following the gig, the Chords’ 
frontman Billy Hassett left the band acrimoniously and was later replaced by Kip 
Herring. 


In 1985, Steve Marriott performed there with his band, Packet Of Three. 


You You You on stage during their 1987 UK tour. (Laurence Malice, Karen O'Connor, lain 
Williams and Alice Shaw. 


The cult London electronic band You You You, consisting of Karen O'Connor, 
Laurence Malice and lain Williams,22 performed their debut concert at the Camden 
Palace on 13 January 1987.2 The band billed their first series of concerts as 'Stage 
1' of their 'World Domination Tour'22 and enlisted the help of illustrator Mark Wardel 
to design their publicity. Their appearance at the Camden Palace attracted over 
1,000 people on what the Met Office recorded as probably being England's coldest 
night of the 20th Century.#! 


In 2005, a year after restoration, Coldplay chose KOKO to launch their album "X&Y". 
ra Later that year, Madonna also hosted her album launch of Confessions on a 
Dance Floor at KOKO.24 


The next year, in 2006, Elton John hosted a benefit party at KOKO for his AIDS 
Charity Bash, attended by Natalie Imbruglia, Elle Macpherson, Jade Jagger, 
and Kevin Spacey. #1801 


Prince performed a secret show at KOKO in 2007, his first UK show in over 10 years, 
with David Walliams, Damien Hirst, Will Young, Sophie Ellis-Bextor, David 

Furnish, Boy George and Pete Burns in attendance.24, The American band My_ 
Chemical Romance also played a private show at KOKO in 2007, hosted by Radio 1. 
431 Later in 2007, The Disney Channel used KOKO to host Hannah Montana's Live in 
London, an exclusive one-off event broadcast globally for her fans.2#22321 Siouxsie 
Sioux recorded a live dvd in 2008 at KOKO called Finale: The Last Mantaray & More 
Show. 


In 2009, KOKO hosted the iTunes festival, which extended over 30 nights and 
featured guests including N.E.R.D, Paul Weller, James Blunt, Calvin Harris and Dizzee 
Rascal and over 45,000 people.&! 


In 2010 KOKO also hosted fundraiser for the Institute of Contemporary Arts featuring 
a performance Lily Allen and Bryan Ferry and attended by Vivienne 
Westwood, Damien Hirst and Tracey Emin. 


Since restoration, the club has attracted well known musicians 

including Terrorvision, Al Murray, Irfan Latif, Don Broco, Red Hot Chili 

Peppers, Madonna, Christina Aguilera, Prince, Coldplay, Tori Kelly, Katy B, My 
Chemical Romance, Emma Marrone, Oasis, Bruno Mars, Thom Yorke, Amy 
Winehouse, La Roux, Skrillex, Lady Gaga, The Killers, Kanye West, Katy Perry, Tokio 
Hotel, Lily Allen, Demi Lovato, Usher, Noel Gallagher, Swedish House 

Mafia, JoJo, Azealia Banks, Rolling Blackouts Coastal Fever and many others, 2222291371 


On 4 May 2014 Koko hosted the Peach Camden Palace Reunion headlined 
by Graham Gold and featuring Darren Pearce, Pele, Dave Lambert and Craig 
Dimech.!2! 


In 2017, Ed Sheeran performed a private concert to promote his third studio 
album + in partnership with UK radio station Capital FM, as also Ariana Grande in 
September 2018 to promote her fourth studio aloum, Sweetener. 
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For the Joe Bonamassa album, see Shepherds Bush Empire (album). 


O2 Shepherd's Bush Empire 


kwy 


Former Shepherd's Bush Empire (1903-53; 1994- 
names 2009) 


BBC Television Theatre (1953-94) 


Address Shepherd's Bush Green 
London, W12 


United Kingdom 


Public transit @ Goldhawk Road 
® Shepherd's Bush 


© = Shepherd's Bush 


Owner Academy Music Group 
Operator Academy Music Group 
Capacity 2,000 


Construction 


Opened 17 August 1903; 116 years ago 


Renovated 1993 


Architect Frank Matcham 
Project Oswald Stoll 
manager 

Website 


o2shepherdsbushempire.co.uk 


Shepherd's Bush Empire (currently known as O, Shepherd's Bush Empire for 
sponsorship reasons, and formerly called BBC Television Theatre) is a music venue 
in Shepherd's Bush, London, run by the Academy Music Group. It was built in 1903 asa 
music hall and in 1953 became the BBC Television Theatre. Since 1994, it has 
operated as a music venue. It is a Grade II listed building.” 


History[edit] 


o hs PELS. 
~ EARL AM” Rs 


Queue for Pearl Jam at the Empire in August 2009 


Shepherd's Bush Empire 


The Shepherd's Bush Empire was built in 1903 for impresario Oswald Stoll, designed 

by theatre architect Frank Matcham.= Ashly's Circus performed at Shepherd's Bush 
Empire and presented to George Strong a trophy for riding The Bucking Mule "Sloper' on 
8 September 1905. The first performers at the new theatre were The Fred Karno Troupe 
including Charlie Chaplin (1906). The Empire staged music-hall entertainments, such as 
variety performances and revues, until the early 1950s, by which time the popularity of 
these forms of entertainment was declining.“ 


During World War II, the Shepherd's Bush Empire narrowly escaped being hit by a flying 
bomb, which in 1944 hit the neighbouring Shepherd's Bush Pavilion, destroying the 
original interior. The Pavilion did not re-open until 1955.51 


In 1953, the Empire was sold to the BBC, which put it to use as a television studio- 
theatre, renaming it the BBC Television Theatre.= Among the programmes produced 
there were Crackerjack, The Old Grey Whistle Test, That's Life!, The Generation 

Game, Juke Box Jury, This Is Your Life, Jim'il Fix It, most of the BBC's light entertainment 
music shows, such as those starring Cliff Richard, Lulu, Cilla Black, Dusty 

Springfield, Shirley Bassey, Vera Lynn, Harry Secombe, Petula Clark, as well as the 

UK's Eurovision Song Contest preliminary heat, A Song For Europe. In 1985, the theatre 
was turned over for exclusive use by Wogan, which was broadcast three nights a week 
from the theatre.“ 


The BBC vacated the building in 1991. It was taken over again, this time in 1993 by 
entrepreneur Andrew Mahler, who invested over £1m in the building in improvements 
and refurbishments. In 1994 the building re-opened under its original name of the 
Shepherd's Bush Empire, since then it has hosted gigs and dance nights. 


Shepherd's Bush Empire today/edit] 


Live performances filmed at the venue and released on DVD include a King 

Crimson concert on 3 July 2000, presented on the two-disc set Eyes Wide Open, a 2002 
performance by punk rock/goth band The Damned, Frank Turner's "Take to the Road" 
DVD, Opeth's first live DVD (Lamentations) recorded at the Shepherd's Bush Empire on 
Thursday 25 September 2003, a November 2005 concert by indie band The Wedding 
Present and The Only Ones comeback concert in June 2007. In November 2007, Amy 


Winehouse recorded | Told You | Was Trouble: Live in London. In addition to 

this, Transatlantic's third live release, "Whirld Tour 2010: Live in London", was recorded 
and filmed at the venue. Folk-rock band Mumford & Sons recorded their aloum Live 
from Shepherd's Bush Empire there. In 2015, Public Image Ltd recorded their album 
"Live at Shepherd's Bush Empire" there. 


In the dance music community it is also Known to host raves and hard dance events, 
such as Frantic or Heat. !statienneedeat 


The Empire has a capacity of only 2,000, but it has been chosen as a venue for small 
gigs, or as a venue for 'surprise' warm-up gigs. Prior to their 1999 tour, the Rolling 
Stones put in a performance, with Sheryl Crow as support, on 8 June. 


Dixie Chicks singer Natalie Maines made a controversial remark about George W. 
Bush at the club in 2003." 


Westlife lead vocalist Shane Filan played at the hall as a solo artist in 2017 .!taton needed 


See also[edit] 


e History of Shepherd's Bush 
e Shepherd's Bush Palladium 
e Shepherd's Bush Pavilion 
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Dirac 


Filename drc 
extension 


Developed b BBC Research & Development 


y 

Latest 2.2.34 

release (23 September 2008; 11 years ago) 
Type of Video compression format 
format 


Contained by MPEG-TS, Ogg, AVI, MKV, MOV, MPEG-4 
Part 12, etc. 


Extended to \vc-2 


Standard SMPTE 2042-1-2009, SMPTE 2042-2- 
2009 (a sub-set of Dirac) 


Dirac is an open and royalty-free video compression format,” specification and system 
developed by BBC Research & Development.“ Schrödinger and dirac-research 
(formerly just called "Dirac") are open and royalty-free software implementations (video 
codecs) of Dirac. Dirac format aims to provide high-quality video compression for Ultra 
HDTV and beyond,” and as such competes with existing formats such as H.264 and VC- 
Í. 


The specification was finalised in January 2008, and further developments are only bug 
fixes and constraints.” In September of that year, version 1.0.0 of an l-frame only 
subset known as Dirac Pro was released" and has since been standardised by 

the SMPTE as VC-2.22 Version 2.2.3 of the full Dirac specification, including motion 
compensation and inter-frame coding, was issued a few days later." Dirac Pro was used 
internally by the BBC to transmit HDTV pictures at the Beijing Olympics in 2008 2021221 


The format implementations are named in honour of the theoretical physicists Paul 
Dirac and Erwin Schrödinger, who shared the 1933 Nobel Prize in physics. 


Technology| edit] 


Dirac supports resolutions of HDTV (1920x1080) and greater, and is claimed to provide 
significant savings in data rate and improvements in quality over video compression 
formats such as MPEG-2 Part 2, MPEG-4 Part 2 and its competitors, e.g. Theora, 

and WMV. Dirac's implementers make the preliminary claim of "a two-fold reduction in 
bit rate over MPEG-2 for high definition video" “3. which makes it comparable to 
standards such as H.264/MPEG-4 AVC and VC-1. 


Dirac supports both constant bit rate and variable bit rate operation. When the low 
delay syntax is used, the bit rate will be constant for each area (Dirac slice) in a picture 
to ensure constant latency. Dirac supports lossy and lossless compression modes." 


Dirac employs wavelet compression, like the JPEG 2000 and PGF image formats and 
the Cineform professional video codec, instead of the discrete cosine transforms used 
in MPEG compression formats. Two of the specific wavelets Dirac can use are nearly 
identical to JPEG 2000's (Known as the 5/3 and 9/7 wavelets), as well as two more 
derived from them.!! 


Dirac can be used in AVI, Ogg and Matroska container formats and is also registered for 
use in the MPEG-4 file format?? and MPEG-2 transport streams."2 


VC-2[edit] 


Dirac Pro was proposed to the SMPTE for standardisation.2“4222 The Dirac Pro 
specification defines an I|-frame only subset of the main Dirac Specification, aimed for 
professional and studio use in high bitrate applications.™22 In 2010, the SMPTE 
standardised Dirac Pro as VC-2,824 


e SMPTE 2042-1:2009 VC-2 Video Compression 

e SMPTE 2042-2:2009 VC-2 Level Definitions 

e RP (Recommended Practices) 2047-1-2009 - VC-2 Mezzanine Level Compression of 
1080P High Definition Video Sources 

e SMPTE 2047-2:2010 Carriage of VC-2 Compressed Video over HD-SDI 

e RP 2042-3:2010 - VC-2 Conformance Specification? 


The basic spec was updated in 2012, adding a new profile for lossless and near-lossless 
archiving.22 


Software implementations edit] 


Co This article needs to be updated. Please update this article to 
reflect recent events or newly available information. (May 2010) 


Schrödinger 


Developer(s David Schleef 


) 

Stable 1.0.11 / 23 January 2012; 7 years ago 
release 

Type Video codec 

License MPL 1.1, GNU GPL 2, GNU LGPL 2, MIT 


License 


Website diracvideo.org (Offline) 


Two software implementations of the specification currently exist. The first is the BBC's 
reference implementation, formerly just called Dirac but renamed dirac-research to 
avoid confusion. It is written in C++ and released under the Mozilla Public License, GNU 


GPL 2 and GNU LGPL free software licenses. Version 1.0.0 of this implementation was 
released on 17 September 2008. 


A second implementation called Schrödinger was funded by the BBC and aims to 
provide high-performance, portable version of the codec whilst remaining 100% 
bitstream compatible. Schrödinger is written in ANSI C and released under the same 
licenses as dirac-research, as well as the highly-permissive MIT License. The 
Schrödinger project also provides GStreamer plugins to enable the library to be used 
with that framework. On 22 February 2008, Schrödinger 1.0.0 was released. This 
release was able to decode HD720/25p in real-time on a Core Duo laptop. 


As of the release of Schrodinger-1.0.9, "Schrödinger outperforms dirac-research in most 
encoding situations, both in terms of encoding speed and visual quality".2=| With that 
release, most of the encoding tools in dirac-research have been ported over to 
Schrödinger, giving Schrödinger the same as or better compression efficiency than 
dirac-research. 


An encoder quality testing system has been put in place at BBC to check how well new 
encoding tools work and to make sure bugs that affect quality are quickly fixed. 


Patents[edit] 


The BBC does not own any patents on Dirac. They previously had some patent 
applications with plans to irrevocably grant a royalty-free licence for their Dirac-related 
patents to everyone, but they let the applications lapse. In addition, the developers 
have said they will try to ensure that Dirac does not infringe on any third party patents, 
enabling the public to use Dirac for any purpose.22 


Desktop playback and encoding[edit] 


As of November 2008, Dirac video playback is supported by VLC media player (version 
0.9.2 or newer), and by applications using the GStreamer framework (such 
as Songbird, Rhythmbox and Totem). Support has also been added to FFmpeg.24 


Applications which can encode to Dirac include MediaCoder, LiVES and OggConvert, as 
well as FFmpeg. 


Performance|[edit] 


The algorithms in the Dirac specification have been designed with the intention to 
provide a competitive performance as compared to state-of-the-art international 
standards. Whether they succeeded is an open question; while at least one comparison 
exists which used implementations from the second quarter of 2008—it 

shows x264 scoring higher than Dirac22—it is now somewhat out of date.2! A study on 
the performances of the Dirac codec, dated from August 2009, finds that the quality 
obtained on SDTV is inferior to the H.264 output” and did not include HD content. 


References[edit] 


N 


^ Jump up to:? ! < "Dirac Specifications" (PDF). Archived from the original on 3 May 2015. 
Retrieved 4 January 2011. 

^ "About Dirac". Retrieved 15 July 2012. 

^ "FAQ - Diracvideo". diracvideo.org. Archived from the original on 23 July 2010. 
Retrieved 30 August 2009. 

^ Jump up to:2 2 "About Dirac". diracvideo.org. Archived from the original on 23 July 2010. 
Retrieved 30 August 2009. 

^ Jump up to:? ££ Tim Borer (2007). "BBC Research White Paper, WHP 159, November 
2007, Open Technology Video Compression for Production and Post Production" (PDF). 
Retrieved 19 August 2010. 

^ "BBC R&D - Dirac". Retrieved 19 August 2010. 

^ Edge, Jake (17 September 2008). "Dirac 1.0.0 released". LWN.net. Retrieved 7 
July2017. 

^ Jump up to:? ££ "SMPTE 2042-1:2012". Retrieved 9 September 2015. 

^ "Dirac Specification, Version 2.2.3" (PDF). BBC. 23 September 2008. Archived from the 
original (PDF) on 3 May 2015. Retrieved 5 July 2009. 


. ^ "Dirac Pro to bolster BBC HD links". Broadcast Magazine (East Midland Allied Press). 
. ^ BBC pushes Dirac to the forefront 

. ^ And now, Dirac from the Olympics, a new free codec! 

. ^ "Dirac Overview". BBC R&D. Retrieved 14 January 2009. 

. ^ BBC Research (23 September 2008). "Dirac Specification" (PDF). diracvideo.org. 


Archived from the original (PDF) on 8 March 2016. Retrieved 4 October 2009. 


. ^ Davies, Thomas (6 February 2008). "Dirac: Wavelet transform". Retrieved 9 


September2015. 


. ^ MP4 Registration Authority - Dirac Archived 19 April 2009 at the Wayback 


MachineRetrieved on 2009-07-05 


. ^ SMPTE Registration Authority, LLC; Registration for format_identifier drac Archived21 


April 2009 at the Wayback Machine Retrieved on 2009-07-05 


. ^ "Advancements in Compression and Transcoding: 2008 and Beyond - Supporting the 


March to 8K with SMPTE VC2 / Dirac". SMPTE. Archived from the original on 19 July 2011. 
Retrieved 30 August 2009. 


. ^ "Worlds first high performance Dirac video codec implementation available". 6 March 


2008. Retrieved 18 August 2010. 


. ^ BBC. "Dirac Pro - WHAT IS DIRAC PRO?". Retrieved 18 August 2010. 
. ^ "Schroedinger-1.0.9 Released, Other news - SMPTE VC-2". 4 March 2010. Retrieved 18 


August 2010. 


. ^ "SMPTE RP 2042-3:2010, VC-2 Conformance Specification". Retrieved 18 August2010. 
. ^ "Revision of ST 2042-1 VC-2 -- New Profile". 15 September 2012. Archived from the 


original on 5 February 2016. Retrieved 9 September 2015. 


. ^ Diracvideo.org Download section - schroedinger-1.0.0.tar.gz, 22-Feb-2008 13:52, 739K, 


Retrieved on 2009-08-07 


. ^ "Schrédinger-1.0.9 Released". Retrieved 11 March 2010. 
. ^ "Do you infringe any patents? in official FAQ". Archived from the original on 4 August 


2008. Retrieved 14 January 2009. 


. ^ "Dirac Compatibility Matrix in official wiki". Retrieved 14 January 2009. 
. ^ Jump up to:24 "A performance assessment of the royalty-free and open video 


compression specifications Dirac, Dirac Pro, and Theora and their open-source 
implementations". March 2009. Archived from the original (PDF) on 7 July 2012. 


. ^ “Performance analysis and comparison of Dirac video codec with H.264 / MPEG-4 Part 


10 AVC (see conclusion §5)" (PDF). Retrieved 7 July 2017. 


External links[edit] 


e =A film clip where David Schleef talks about Dirac is available at the Internet Archive 
e BBC Research & Development page on VC-2 


fs Free and open-source software portal 


BBC Box 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 
For the BBC blocks logo, see Logo of the BBC. 


10 
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Route; 1: Port of Southampton 2:Greenock—> 3:Southampton-— 4:Port of Singapore 5:Port of 
Shanghai-— 6:Port of Los Angeles— 7:Port of New Jersey—> 8:Santos, Brazil 9:Hong Kong 10:Port 
of Yokohama 11:Laem Chabang, Thailand—> 12:Southampton 

Ports; @ Destination. @ Transhipment 

The Box or BBC Box (BIC code: NYKU8210506) is a single ISO intermodal 

container that started to be tracked by BBC News in September 2008. The intention was 
to track the container for a period of one year, in a project to study international 


trade and globalisation. The Box was fitted with tracking equipment and painted in a 
special one-off livery. 


Overview|edit] 


The tracking project was launched on 8 September 2008." The project tracked a 
standard 40-foot-long (12 m) shipping container as it was transported by the Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha (NYK) shipping line using intermodal freight transport with various 
cargoes. An on-board GPS unit tracked the Box's location and this was used to update a 
map showing the current location and previous route. If the container's GPS or 
communications signal was obstructed (such as having been stacked too far inside the 
Ship's hold), the ship's own GPS location was used to manually update a map.” The 
tracking unit suffered technical problems during December 2008." 


The Box was painted in a special BBC paint scheme and was named after the book The 
Box: How the Shipping Container Made the World Smaller and the World Economy 
Bigger, which covers the effects of containerisation. The project is being assisted by 


the Container Shipping Information Service. 


Cargoes[edit] 


erie ee Bl | 


The box in London 


The box started off empty, travelling to its first destination under the BBC branding. The 
first cargo was a consignment of whisky from a Glasgow-based bottling plant to 
Shanghai, China. On arrival in Shanghai, the Box was met and reported on by British 
school pupils on a trip to China. 
(Empty) 

from Southampton Maritime, England to a "dry port" at Coatbridge, Scotland (by 

rail, behind Freightliner 66594 NYK Spirit of Kyoto) 

to Paisley, Scotland (by road) 

Chivas Regal Scotch Whisky 

from Paisley via Greenock, Scotland (by road) 

via Port of Belfast, Northern Ireland, to Port of Southampton (on board Vega 

Stockholm) 

via Suez Canal and Gulf of Aden; reloaded at Port of Singapore, to Port of 

Shanghai, China (on board Copenhagen Express) 

Tape measures, cosmetics, and gardening products for Big 
Lots 

from Port of Shanghai via Japan and Pacific Ocean to Port of Los Angeles, United 

States (on board NYK Starlight); 

via New Jersey (by rail) 

to Pennsylvania (by road) 


Ink, spearmint flavouring, additives, and polyester 
fibre 


swa from New York, (on board /wato, IMO9106807, formerly Eagle N 
to Santos, Brazil (by sea) 


Monosodium glutamate and auto parts 
from Santos via Cape of Good Hope and Singapore (on board Aquitania, 
IMO9178288, Callsign A8HJ6) 
reloaded at Port of Hong Kong to Port of Yokohama, Japan (on board NYK Clara, 
IMO9355408, Callsign 9VFW9) 


Various (consolidated cargo) 
from Yokohama 15 August 2009 (on board Ratana Thida 230, \MO9117129, 
Callsign HSAG2) 
to Laem Chabang, Thailand (expected: 23 August 2009) 
Tinned Catfood 
25 September 2009 Lat Krabang, Bangkok, Thailand, Due to arrive Southampton, 
United Kingdom 21 October 2009 


Later arrived in Southampton on 
22 October at around 3 am, 
unloaded with crane L, being 
driven by Lee Harfield, the same 
driver who had loaded it when it 
left Southampton. 


GPS tracking stopped on 2009- 
04-04, shortly after 
passing Mauritius. 


Related projects[edit] 


A 2007 book, Around the World in 
40 Feet; Two Hundred Days in the 
Life of a 40FT NYK Shipping 
Container, written by Richard 
Cook and Marcus Oleniuk, 
detailed the journey of another 
NYK container. 
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backstage.bbc.co.uk 


Type online 


Country SE United Kingdom 


Availability 


Motto 


Owner 


Key people 


Launch 
date 


Former 
names 


Official 
website 


International 


"use our stuff to build your stuff" 


BBC 


lan Forrester, Matthew Cashmore, Ben 


Metcalfe 


11 May 2005 


BBC Backstage, 


Welcomebackstage.com 


http://backstage.bbc.co.uk/ 


backstage.bbc.co.uk is the brand name (and URL) of the BBC's developer network 
which operated between May 2005 and December 2010. 


Purpose|[edit] 


Launched partly as a response to the Graf Review of bbc.co.uk, the aims 
of backstage.bbc.co.uk are to encourage innovation and creativity in the UK, and to 
identify new talent. According to the BBC's response to the Graf report, the site aims to 


support social innovation by encouraging users’ efforts to build sites and projects that 
meet their needs and those of their communities ... The BBC will also be committed to 
using open standards that will enable users to find and re-purpose BBC content in more 


flexible ways 


Site homepage 


History[edit] 


backstage.bbc.co.uk was created by Tom Loosemore, Ben Metcalfe and James 
Boardwell. It was piloted internally within the BBC in the Spring of 2005, then launched 
on 11 May 2005. Its aim was to encourage innovative use of the content 

across bbc.co.uk, including the BBC News website, by third-party developers. 


The website came out of beta as an official site on 23 July 2005 at the 
backstage.bbc.co.uk OpenTech event which was organised by NTK and the UK Unix 
Users Group. It is sometimes referred to as BBC Backstage, although the official title of 
the project is backstage.bbc.co.uk. 


The BBC admit that in the past they had not always welcomed amateur innovators who 
attempted to reuse BBC content, but through the backstage site they aimed to foster a 
dialogue with such developers and the wider community. This was essential as the BBC 
launched a video player online and the same community voiced their concerns. A 
peaceful DRM protest in February 2007 took place 

in London and Manchester by Defective by Design, BBC Backstage kept the dialogue 
open in their public mailing list and later in the first of many podcasts 


In July 2006, backstage.bbc.co.uk won the New Statesman New Media Innovation award. 
2] 


In December 2010, the project was closed.41 An ebook retrospective was created to 
mark the end. 


Feeds[edit] 


XML feeds are available on the backstage website for people to build with on a non- 
commercial basis. A complete list of the feeds available can be found on the site, but 
they include RSS from the BBC News Website, TV listings (in TV-Anytime format) 

and travel delay data. The BBC's RSS feeds, which are a main component of their 
backstage philosophy, output around 500 unique pieces of news each and every day 
from its network of over 5000 journalists. 


Events[edit] 


In June 2007, backstage.bbc.co.uk and Yahoo! hosted a weekend Hack Day in North 
London's Alexandra Palace for several hundred developers and designers followed by a 
performance by The Rumble Strips. The event was hit by lightning on the Saturday 
morning. 


Also in 2007, backstage.co.uk hosted the TV Unfestival at the International Television 
Festival in Edinburgh. 


backstage.bbc.co.uk is currently part of BBC Research & Development. The department 
headed up by Matthew Postgate. The senior producer is lan Forrester and development 
producer role is open. Matthew Cashmore used to be developer producer at backstage 
but now works for Lonely Planet, and Rain Ashford who now works for 

another BBC project in Media Literacy. 


In April 2008, backstage.bbc.co.uk held a new event (based on the Yahoo! concept - 
Hack Day) called Over the Air at Imperial College which was based around mobile 
development and ideas. 


In June 2008, backstage.bbc.co.uk held another event (based on the Yahoo! concept - 
Hack Day) called Mashed at Alexandra Palace in North London. 
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1986 Domesday Book running on its original hardware 


The BBC Domesday Project was a partnership between Acorn 

Computers, Philips, Logica and the BBC (with some funding from the European 
Commission's ESPRIT programme) to mark the 900th anniversary of the 

original Domesday Book, an 11th-century census of England. It has been cited as an 
example of digital obsolescence on account of the physical medium used for data 
storage. meaw 


This new multimedia edition of Domesday was compiled between 1984 and 1986 and 
published in 1986. It included a new "survey" of the United Kingdom, in which people, 
mostly school children, wrote about geography, history or social issues in their local 
area or just about their daily lives. Children from over 9,000 schools were involved. 

51 This was linked with maps, and many colour photos, statistical data, video and "virtual 
walks". Over 1 million people participated in the project. The project also incorporated 
professionally prepared video footage, virtual reality tours of major landmarks and other 
prepared datasets such as the 1981 census. 


Purpose|[edit] 


The project includes local information gathered and stored by school pupils, in order to 
create an up-to-date version. 


As the computer takes over the role of storing and sorting the data, children can 
increasingly involve themselves in analysing [its] significance. 


— Bill O'Neill, University of Ulster, cited by John Lamb in New Scientist, 28 March 19855 


Format([edit] 


OORSEE 


Function key strip for navigation 


The project was stored on adapted LaserDiscs in the LaserVision Read Only Memory (LV- 
ROM) format, which contained not only analogue video and still pictures, but also digital 
data, with 300 MB of storage space on each side of the disc. Data and images were 
selected and collated by the BBC Domesday project based in Bilton House in West 
Ealing. Pre-mastering of data was carried out on a VAX-11/750 mini-computer, assisted 
by a network of BBC micros. The discs were mastered, produced, and tested by the 
Philips Laservision factory in Blackburn, England. Viewing the discs required an 

Acorn BBC Master expanded with a SCSI controller and an 

additional coprocessor controlled Philips VP415 "Domesday Player", a specially 
produced laserdisc player. The user interface consisted of the BBC Master's keyboard 
and a trackball (more specifically the Marconi RB2 Trackerball rebranded by Acorn). The 
software for the project was written in BCPL (a precursor to C), to make cross platform 
porting easier, although BCPL never attained the popularity that its early promise 
suggested it might. 


The project was split over two laserdiscs: 


e The Community Disc contained personal reflections on life in Britain and is 
navigated on a geographic map of Britain. The entire country was divided into 
blocks that were 4 km wide by 3 km long, based on Ordnance Survey grid 
references. Each block could contain up to 3 photographs and a number of short 
reflections on life in that area. Most, but not all, of the blocks are covered in this 
way. In addition more detailed maps of key urban areas and blocks of 40x30 km and 
regional views were captured, allowing "zoom-out" and "zoom-in" functions. The 
community disc was double sided, with a "Southern" and a "Northern" side, although 
country-wide data at the 40x30km level and above was on both sides. 

e The National Disc contained more varied material, including data from the 
1981 census, sets of professional photographs and virtual reality-like walkarounds 
shot for the project. Side 2 of the National disc contained video material. The 
material was stored in a hierarchy and some of it could be browsed by walking 
around a virtual art gallery, clicking on the pictures on the wall, or walking through 
doors in the gallery to enter the VR walkarounds. In addition a natural language 
search was provided via an English stemming and matching algorithm to a set of 
keywords. 


Preservation|[edit] 


A Domesday system at the VCF-GB 2010 


In 2002, there were great fears that the discs would become unreadable as computers 
capable of reading the format had become rare and drives capable of accessing the 
discs even rarer. Aside from the difficulty of emulating the original code, a major issue 
was that the still images had been stored on the laserdisc as single-frame analogue 
video, which were overlaid by the computer system's graphical interface. The project 
had begun years before JPEG image compression and before truecolour computer video 
cards had become widely available. 


However, the BBC later announced that the CAMiLEON project (a partnership between 
the University of Leeds and University of Michigan) had developed a system capable of 
accessing the discs using emulation techniques.“ CAMiLEON copied the video footage 
from one of the extant Domesday laserdiscs. Another team, working for the UK National 
Archives (who hold the original Domesday Book) tracked down the original 1-inch 
videotape masters of the project. These were digitised and archived to Digital Betacam. 


The Domesday machine in 2011 


A version of one of the discs was created that runs on a Windows PC. This version was 
reverse-engineered from an original Domesday Community disc and incorporates 
images from the videotape masters. It was initially available only via a terminal at the 
National Archives headquarters in Kew, Surrey, but was published on the web in July 
2004. This version was taken off-line early in 2008 when its programmer, Adrian Pearce, 
suddenly died. 


The deputy editor of the Domesday Project, Mike Tibbets, has criticized the UK's 
National Data Archive to which the archive material was originally entrusted, arguing 
that the creators knew that the technology would be short-lived but that the archivists 
had failed to preserve the material effectively.” 


The Centre for Computing History has undertaken a similar project to preserve the data 
from the Domesday Project and make it available online. They already have data from 
both the National Disk and Community Disk online and are currently investigating 
copyright issues before releasing the URL to the general public. They have a working 
Domesday system on display and accessible to the public. They also have possibly the 
largest Domesday and interactive laserdisc archive in the world. 


The National Museum of Computing based beside Bletchley Park in Milton 
Keynes previously had two working Domesday systems but has retired the displays as 
of 2017. 


Domesday Reloaded[edit] 
Main article: BBC Domesday Reloaded 


In 2011 a team at BBC Learning, headed by George Auckland republished much of the 
Community disc data in a short-lived web based format.™ This data comprising around 
25,000 images was loaded onto the BBC Domesday Reloaded website which went 

online in May 2011,% and offline (with some content archived elsewhere) in June 2018. 


uu The data extraction underlying the Domesday Reloaded site was carried out in 2003 
and 2004 by Simon Guerrero and Eric Freeman.22221 


Copyright issues/[edit] 


In addition to preserving the project, untangling the copyright issues also presents a 
significant challenge. In addition to copyright surrounding the many contributions made 
by the estimated 1 million people who took part in the project, there are also copyright 
issues that relate to the technologies employed. It is likely that the Domesday Project 
will not be completely free of copyright restrictions until at least 2090 (assuming no 
further extensions of copyright terms) .2# 
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BBC Domesday Reloaded was a local history web site for the digitised content of 
the BBC's 1986 Domesday Project. It was launched in May 2011 28l4sus1 and included 


some updates contributed by users during 2011. During the site's first day of public 
operation, over two million pages were viewed." 


History[edit] 


The BBC said that it worked with The National Archives to transfer the material. The 
data was extracted to a PC compatible computer by communication“ with a BBC 
Master computer which could read the disks from the original system. The transfer was 
facilitated by Simon Guerrero and Andy Finney, who were involved in the original 
project (Andy as an engineer and Simon as a teenage contributor), !t2tiornecden 


In December 2011, the BBC announced installations of large horizontally installed 
(table-style) touchscreen interfaces to the data, known as "TouchTable". They are 
housed at its MediaCityUK site in Salford and The National Museum of 

Computing in Bletchley. =u The TouchTables used have a diagonal display size of 52 
inches, which exceeded the largest LCD-based Surface 2.0 screen available at the time. 
uu The TouchTables were reported to have been developed by eMoot#2 and allow up to 
four users to browse through the information at the same time,“” using 12 touch points 
simultaneously. 


The website was transferred to The National Archives in June 2018.™ 


Main features|edit] 


The website provided online access to images and articles from the original Domesday 
Project. Visitors were able to update information from their local area“ until the end of 
October 2011.2524 Some local libraries hosted events for residents to contribute updates 
to the siten 
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YouView TV Ltd/Project Canvas 
Type Limited company 
Industry Television broadcasting 


Predecess Project Canvas 


or 


Founded 16 September 2010 
(launched July 2012) in London, England 


Founder BT Group 
BBC 


ITV 


Headquart 3rd Floor, 10 Lower Thames Street, 


ers London, UK 

Area United Kingdom 
served 

Key Simon Duffy, Chairman 
people Susie Buckridge, CEO 


Products Digital terrestrial television set-top boxes 


Services IPTV, electronic programme guide, video 
on demand, digital video recording 


Owner BT Group 
TalkTalk Group 
Arqiva 
BBE 


ITV 
Channel 4 
Channel 5 


Website https://www.YouView.com 


YouView is a hybrid television platform in the United Kingdom, developed by a 
partnership of three telecommunications operators and four broadcasters. It was formed 
from a project originally titled Project Canvas, which was rebranded as YouView in 
September 2010. The service was due to launch by the end of that year, but was 
delayed until 4 July 2012. At its launch, YouView's chairman Alan Sugar stated his 
ambition for the service to replace Freeview devices. 


YouView provides access to free-to-air digital terrestrial television (DTT) channels (both 
DVB-T and DVB-T2 channels in common with the Freeview television platform) and to TV 
on demand (catch-up TV) services via a 'hybrid' set-top box (STB) purchased by users, 
connected with both a broadband internet connection and a normal television aerial. No 
contract is required, and there is no subscription charge. Catch-up and on-demand 
content is delivered over the internet, which may be chargeable by the Internet service 
provider (ISP), or subject to limits and fair usage clauses. 


BT and TalkTalk have each partnered with YouView, allowing BT subsidiaries BT 

TV and Plusnet TV, and TalkTalk TV customers to access the service, along with BT's 
and TalkTalk's own offerings. Both companies provide customers with their own 
branded YouView set-top box. 


e Kangaroo (video on demand) 
e Hybrid Broadcast Broadband TV 
e Smart TV 
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Kangaroo was the working title for a proposed video on demand platform offering 
content from BBC Worldwide (the commercial arm of the BBC), ITV.com and Channel 
4's 40D (collectively UK VOD LLP), initially expected to launch in 2008, but blocked by 
the Competition Commission (now Competition and Markets Authority) in 2009.4 

21 Following the Commission's rejection of the bid, the technology platform was put up 
for sale, and the broadcasters then moved on to Project Canvas and YouView. 


The bidders included Orange (who pulled out)! and Arqiva. The project was bought by 
Arqiva for about £8 million on 23 July 2009," promising to launch in the 'coming 
months'.' It was launched as SeeSaw in February 2010 but was shut down in October 
2011. 


The original Project Kangaroojedit] _ 


Unlike the BBC iPlayer, which is funded through the licence fee and has no plans to 
carry any paid content, Kangaroo would have allowed users to purchase content from a 
large back catalogue. As noted below, the plan to link to content on BBC iPlayer means 


that it would have provided a single broadband VOD service for the key three 
broadcasters in the UK. Kangaroo was the project name; the final name and brand of 
the service was never announced, but it was believed it would have been known 

as SeeSaw.”! The evidence it was to be called SeeSaw includes the DNS record for 
seesaw.co.uk which shows that it was owned by UK VOD LLP,” designs on Ostmodern's 
website show the brand name in the footer! and the registered trademark showing the 
name and the same logo as is on the design mockups." As of 1 October 2009, the DNS 
record is attributed to Arqiva and SeeSaw was released in February 2010, and shutdown 
from lack of funding and content in October 2011. 


The three networks behind the project would continue to offer content independently of 
the service, with ITV plc and Channel 4 planning to offer catch up services through their 
own websites, and the BBC saying that it will not replace the iPlayer, but content from 
the iPlayer would be "listed within" the new service."° However, it was expected that 
4oD would be subsumed into Kangaroo." 


It was announced on 14 April 2008 that Ashley Highfield, Director of Future Media and 
Technology at the BBC, had been appointed the CEO of Kangaroo." Highfield left the 
project in November 2008, to work for Microsoft.) 


On 30 June 2008, the UK's Office of Fair Trading referred the proposal to 

the Competition Commission with concerns that "there was a danger that the platform 
could be too powerful".“4] The Commission published an interim report on 3 December 
saying that the service could "hurt competition""» and a final report was published on 4 
February 2009, formally blocking the project." 


Britbox{[edit] 


In July 2019 the BBC and ITV announced plans for their joint-venture streaming 

service Britbox (then only available in the United States and Canada) to be launched in 
the last quarter of 2019 in the UK. In the wake of the announcement journalists linked 
the two projects, describing Britbox as Kangaroo's successor 11 years on. The main 
purpose of Britbox is for the traditional UK broadcasters to take a share of the UK 
streaming market from American rivals Netflix and Amazon Prime, some calling the 
venture "British Netflix". "7 BritBox was launched in the UK on 7th November 2019 "4. 
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Hybrid Broadcast Broadband TV (HbbTV) is both an industry standard (ETSI TS 102 
796)" and promotional initiative for hybrid digital TV to harmonise the broadcast, IPTV, 
and broadband delivery of entertainment to the end consumer through connected TVs 
(smart TVs) and set-top boxes.”! The HbbTV Association, comprising digital 
broadcasting and Internet industry companies, has established a standard for the 
delivery of broadcast TV and broadband TV to the home, through a single user 
interface, creating an open platform as an alternative to proprietary technologies. 

BI Products and services using the HbbTV standard can operate over different 
broadcasting technologies, such as satellite, cable, or terrestrial networks. 


HbbTV can show digital television content from a number of different sources including 
traditional broadcast TV, Internet, and connected devices in the home. To watch hybrid 
digital TV, consumers will need a hybrid IPTV set-top box with a range of input 
connectors, including Ethernet as well as at least one tuner for receiving broadcast TV 
signals. The tuner in a hybrid set-top box can be digital terrestrial television (DVB- 

T, DVB-T2), digital cable (DVB-C, DVB-C2) and digital satellite (DVB-S, DVB-S2). 


History[edit] 


The HbbTV Consortium (later HbbTV Association) was born in February 2009 from the 
French H4TV project and the German HTML profil project. HbbTV was first 
demonstrated in 2009, in France by France Télévisions and two developers of Set Top 
Box technologies, Inverto Digital Labs of Luxembourg, and Pleyo of France, for the 
Roland Garros tennis sport event on a DTT transmission and an IP connection and in 
Germany using the Astra satellite at 19.2° east during the IFA and IBC exhibitions. 


In May 2011, in an email sent on behalf of the HbbTV Consortium steering group, 
supporters of the consortium were invited to become full members. The transitional 
arrangements towards the opening of membership would involve withdrawal of a 
number of privileges, including participation in meetings and contribution to further 
versions of the specification, from supporters that did not sign up. The cost of 
membership was around €7,000 for the first year. 


In June 2014, the HbbTV Association merged with the Open IPTV Forum, a similar 
industry organisation for end-to-end Internet Protocol television (IPTV) services formed 
in 2007, which worked closely with the HbbTV initiative on browser and media 
specifications for network-connected televisions and set-top boxes. The two initiatives 
were combined under the HbbTV Association's banner because the markets for 

IPTV, OTT and hybrid broadcast and broadband TV are converging. 


In September 2016 it was announced that the Smart TV Alliance, founded in 2012 by LG 
Electronics, Panasonic, Toshiba and TP Vision, was to merge with HbbTV, extending the 
scope of the HbbTV specification to address over-the-top services and to streamline 
standards. The merger was expected to be finalised within a year.4 


Applications and consumer products[edit] 


Services delivered through HbbTV include enhanced teletext, catch-up services, video- 
on-demand, EPG, interactive advertising, personalisation, voting, games, social 
networking, and other multimedia applications. 


At the May 2010 Broadcast and Beyond Conference in London, Thomas Wrede, VP 
Product Management Media at SES, said that he expected HbbTV devices to be 
launched commercially from June 2010 with a consumer market introduction at the IFA 
consumer electronics trade fair in Berlin in September 2010. Wrede also noted that 
Humax and Videoweb both had conformant products and that at the recent ANGA Cable 
trade fair in Cologne, 12 manufacturers exhibited HbbTV devices, with another six 
working on product introduction.” 


In March 2019 Panasonic launched the first commercial deployment of the HbbTV 
‘OpApp' operator App enabling Panasonic 2019 smart TVs to receive services from 

the high-definition satellite television platform for German-speaking users, HD+ without 
the set-top box, Cl module or smartcard previously required. With the app, the TV is 
only required to be connected to a satellite dish pointing at Astra 19.2°E and to the 
internet. The OpApp also offers HD+ viewers an ‘instant restart’ function, direct access 
to catch-up TV services and an interactive, customisable programme guide. Two weeks 
after Panasonic's introduction of the app, Samsung also offered the app's integrated 
access to HD+ on its 2019 TVs. The OpApp acts like a virtual set-top box inside the 
smart TV so platform operators can provide a branded, uniform interface across 
different manufacturers .2% 


Benefits[edit] 


HbbTV devices enables consumers to view all of these advanced services on their TV, 
via a single device. In addition to a broader range of content from TV providers - 
ranging from traditional broadcast TV, video on-demand and catch-up TV services, 
like BBC iPlayer - hybrid digital TV also provides consumers with access to user- 
generated content either stored on an external hard drive, or cloud storage, and toa 
range of advanced interactive services and Internet applications. 


Hybrid set-top boxes are increasingly commonplace amongst pay-TV operators, as they 
look to meet the changing media consumption trends for more video content, advanced 
interactivity and internet applications, like social networking. Operators like n, a division 
of ITI Neovision in Poland, and Telekom Austria are two of the leaders in the deployment 
of hybrid set-top boxes. The 2010 IPTV World Forum Awards recognized a hybrid 
solution as the best interactive TV service/application: the solution, developed 

by Advanced Digital Broadcast, is the first three-way hybrid platform that enables 
content delivered via satellite, terrestrial and Ethernet networks to be viewed ona 
television.24 


Association membership| edit] 


The HbbTV consortium has over 50 supporting members from the CE and Broadcast 
industries, including :42 


e Standardisation and research bodies: Digital TV Group, Digital 


e Broadcasting: Arqiva, BBC, Cellnex, Deutsche 
Telekom, ERT, Eutelsat, Freesat, Freeview (Australia), Freeview (New Zealand), ITV, 
Media Broadcast, ProSiebenSat.1, RAI, Red Bull Media House, Reti Televisive 
Italiane, RTL Group, SES, Sky UK, SRG SSR, TDF, TV3, Tivu Sat, OPEN 

e Software and Content protection: Access, BearingPoint, DATV, Fluendo, Intertrust, 
Irdeto, iWedia, Kineton, Netgem, Samba TV, Seraphic, SmarDTV, Sophia Digital, 
Suresoft, TARA Systems, Verance, Vewd, Viaccess 

e CE devices and components manufacturers: Amlogic, Arcelik, Arris, Changhong, 
CVTE, Enensys, Hisense, HiSilicon, Humax, LG, MediaTek, MStar, 
Novatek, Panasonic, Realtek, Roku, Sagemcom, Samsung, Sharp, Skyworth, 
Smit, Sony, TCL, TD Systems, TP Vision, Vestel 

e Test Houses for CE devices: Eurofins Digital 


The HbbTV Association steering group currently comprises representatives from: 
Cellnex Telecom, Deutsche Telekom, EBU, Eurofins Digital, Freesat, 

IRT, LG, Panasonic, RAI, Reti Televisive Italiane, RTL Group, Samsung, Sony, TDF, Tivu 
Sat, TP Vision and Vewd.=3 


Standard[edit] 


As well as helping consumers/viewers, the introduction of the HbbTV standard is of 
benefit to both equipment manufacturers and content providers who at the moment 
have to produce hardware or content specific to each country to meet the de facto 
standard in that country. The establishment of a unified European HbbTV standard 
means "content owners and application developers can write once and deploy to many 
countries" ."41 


The HbbTV specification was developed by industry members of the consortium and is 
based on elements of existing standards and web technologies including the Open IPTV 
Forum,45! CEA, DVB, and W3C." 


The European Broadcasting Union General Assembly has given its support to the HbbTV 
initiative and described the technology as "one of the most exciting developments in 
the media today".24 


The standard specification has been submitted by the end of November 2009 to ETSI, 
who published it under reference ETSI TS 102 796 in June 2010.4 There is an 
accompanying Test Suite that provides a set of test material to test HbbTV device 
implementations, suitable for manufacturers of devices, including software and 
hardware components that implement the HbbTV specification (ETSI TS 102 796 


v1.1.1).22 In November 2012 Eurofins Digital Testing (then Digital TV Labs) became the 
first Registered Test Centre.22 


The applications for HbbTV are HTML-based, making use of HTML5 and the CE- 
HTML user interface language, but utilise only a sub-set of standard web standards, 
developers have to use specialist validation tools.24 


In September 2017 the HbbTV Association announced the publication of its IPTV 
specification by ETSI as TS 103 555. This specification builds on HbbTV 2.0 and defines 
how audio-visual content delivered by an IPTV service can be presented on HbbTV 
terminals (Such as set-top boxes and televisions) - both hybrid terminals with an IP 
connection and an RF-based broadcast connection, and pure IPTV terminals with only an 
IP connection.!22 


Bei ETSI edition 
HbbTV 1.0 796 v1.1.1 - June 
HbbTV 1.5 ps 796 v1.2.1 - Nov. 
HbbTV 2.0 TS 102 796 v1.3.1 - Nov. 


2015 


The next incremental version of the HbbTV standard is expected to include functionality 
from the MHEG-5 interactive middleware platform used for digital terrestrial TV in the 
UK, to facilitate the transition from MHEG-5 to HbbTV as the mandated system in the 
UK. 


Rollout[edit] 


Several countries worldwide, and in Europe in particular, have adopted the HbbTV 
standard and/or operated HbbTV services and trials. As of December 2011, HbbTV 


services were in regular operation in France, Germany and Spain, with announcements 
of adoption in Austria, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Denmark, Netherlands, Poland, 
Switzerland, Turkey, and trials in Australia, China, Japan, and the United States. 24 


As of October 2015, 27 countries have launched HbbTV services with the most recent 
being the UK, New Zealand, Senegal, Namibia, Bosnia and Estonia.22 In October 2014, 
the HbbTV Association announced that over 20 countries had launched HbbTV services 
with Italy and Saudi being the most recent to launch. 


Europe|edit] 


In 2010 German broadcaster RTL Television introduced a new information service, HD 
Text, making use of HbbTV and the CE-HTML user interface language,“ and in 2012 
launched an online music video service (Clipfish Music) on its HbbTV portal allowing 
access to TV viewers.221 


In 2011 the Dutch national public networks, Nederland 1, 2, and 3 began broadcasting 
HbbTV "red button" applications including a program guide and catch-up TV instead of 
developing separate apps for particular platforms.22 


In France, the government-owned public broadcaster, France Télévisions selected 
HbbTV for its interactive news, sports and weather service, and plans to add catch-up 
TV and social media sharing capability.2” International French news channel France 
24 has announced that it will launch an HbbTV interactive news service in 2012 via 
the Astra 19.2°E satellites, with support from Orange and SES.24 


In November 2011 Spain's Ministry of Industry approved a document signed by 54 
companies adopting the HbbTV standard and broadcasters, Mediaset 
Espana, Canal+ and Telefónica have run pilot services.22! 


The first tests of HbbTV services in Poland were started by TVN in March 2012.23 


In the UK, the Freeview Play platform has been launched implementing an HbbTV 2.0 
catch-up service on DVB-T/T2. Freesat, the free-to-air satellite TV service broadcast 

via Astra 28.2°E, has revealed that the second generation "G2" specification for Freesat 
receivers will use HbbTV, to take advantage of the digital TV chipsets being developed 
for that standard (but retaining MHEG-5 compatibility of the first generation Freesat 
receivers).&351 While the Digital TV Group approved D-book 7, a detailed interoperability 
specification between digital terrestrial television and HbbTV-based products and 
services. 24 


In Nordic region (Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, and Ireland) the NorDig 
standardization forum has adopted the HbbTV specification which replaces DVB-MHP as 
the common API for hybrid digital receivers.24 


In Finland the national HDTV Forum has adopted the NorDig Unified Specification for 
Hybrid Services. The members of HDTV Forum see the HbbTV specification having a 
wide market acceptance supporting wide range of TV applications and new hybrid 
services. HbbTV services have been on air in Finland since March 2013 in the 
nationwide terrestrial TV network. Current services include 'red button' services and an 
enhanced programme guide application.22 Several broadcasters in Finland use the 
HbbTV platform. Those are Yle “2 Nelonen Media “! and MTV.“ 


In Switzerland the first HbbTV service, which is called R7S+, was launched on March 5, 
2013, on SRG SSR French speaking channels RTSun HD and RTSdeux HD. The service 
was developed by SwissTXT.'421 


Italy had launched HbbTV services by October 2014.28 


In Estonia HbbTV was adopted on March 10, 2015.41 
In Greece HbbTV was adopted in November, 2016 by Cosmote TV. 


Turkish Radio and Television Corporation launched its HbbTV app, TRT Plus 
(Turkish: TRT Artı), in 2014. 


In Turkey, FOX TV and Kanal7 launched its HbbTV EPG app (Fox'da ne var?, Kanal7 
yayın akisi) in 2016 and 2017 provided by Turkish HBBTV company Admongrel. Service 
was deployed with help of Castoola HbbTV platform. 


In 2017 first interactive preroll advertisement campaign (Bosch advertisement) was 
launched by Admongrel, Adform and Kanal7. 


In December 2017, the BBC launched a UK nationwide HbbTV broadcast service. This 
provides users the opportunity to launch connected TV applications from broadcast as 
well as offering broadcast TV applications for radio stations.“ 


In June 2019, the Lithuanian Radio and Television Centre launched a Lithuania 
nationwide HbbTV broadcasting service. The service provides access to some of 
regional broadcasters and their media library archive. Service also includes radio 
stations support. 4 


In August 2019, Montenegrin service provider M:TEL created HbbTV portal 
for RTCG state TV and MTEL HbbTV portal for all other channels distributed within its 
cable DVB-C network. 


Australia and New Zealand [edit] 


Freeview New Zealand launched its HbbTV platform in New Zealand in July 2015, under 
the registered trade mark name "FreeviewPlus", with their DVB-T service (Freeview|HD); 
followed by an extension to the DVB-S service (Freeview Satellite) in April 2016. 


Western Asia and Middle East(edit] 


Saudi Arabia had launched HbbTV services by October 2014.29 In early 2015, several 
broadcasters in Turkey have reportedly begun using the HbbTV platform and services 
provided by Admongrel “#! 


Other Locations/edit] 


HbbTV is being reviewed and tested, with interest from US, Argentina, Japan, China 
(which is conducting a trial), Malaysian Broadcasters (where DVB-T2 broadcasting will 
soon start) and Singapore (where Mediacorp is introducing its service through Toggle). 


HbbTV set-top boxes[edit] 


Since the beginning of 2010 a new generation of advanced HbbTV IPTV set-top box has 
emerged in the UK with the advent of DVB-T2 services.“ DVB-T2 tuners enable the 
reception of free-to-air terrestrial high-definition programmes to be received in around 
twelve areas of the UK. 


HD terrestrial services have encouraged a range of device manufacturers to launch new 
hybrid set-top boxes for the UK consumer retail market. Some of these companies have 
launched devices that, in addition to allowing traditional broadcast and IP-delivered 
services to be received, have an integrated smart-card slot that allows consumers to 
receive encrypted premium television services including sports and movies.&4 


Such boxes enable the aggregation of traditional linear TV broadcasts with video 
delivered via both managed (cable) and unmanaged IP networks (the internet). This 
allows viewers to view broadcast television and internet video on their flat screen TVs, 
alongside advanced interactive services, such as video on demand, internet browsing, 
and time-shifted TV. 


A hybrid IPTV platform helps operators increase average revenue per user (ARPU), 
whilst eliminating expensive duplication in network infrastructure investment. 

IPTV customer-premises equipment (CPE) allows pay TV operators to deploy home 
entertainment, with video telephony, surveillance, gaming, shopping, e-government, 
and interactive services amongst the service mix that can be offered. 


Tools[edit] 


OpenHbb is a collaborative project funded by the French government (DGCIS), 

the Pays de la Loire and Ile-de-France regions, and the Conseil Général des Hauts-de- 
Seine (council for the department of Hauts-de-Seine) as part of the Images & Réseaux 
and Cap Digital competitiveness clusters, "21231 


Opera has developed an HbbTV Emulator, available for free on their website.[1] This 
emulator is currently in beta version. 


HbbTV App Validator is a free, cloud-based tool for HbbTV app conformance 
validation provided by Eurofins Digital Testing (formerly Digital TV Labs). App Validator 
uses static analysis to check for simple problems and use of non-standard language 
features in your HbbTV app's XHTML, JavaScript and CSS. 


There is also a Firefox add-on, FireHbbTV, as a free HbbTV emulator. 


OpenCaster is a free GPL licensed software for transport stream broadcasting 
supporting HbbTV data [2]. 


Security and privacy concerns|/edit] 


About 90% of Smart TVs Vulnerable to Remote Hacking via Rogue TV Signals Rafael 
Scheel of Oneconsult AG developed a Radio Frequency based remote exploit using 
HbbTV that provides root access. He provides counter measures in his Feb 22, 2017 
presentation to the European Broadcasting Union Media Cybersecurity Seminar. 


Academic research by Columbia University has revealed possible security flaws in 
HbbTV.1551 According to the blog of Martin Herfurt (referenced in the Columbia paper), 
the HbbTV standard allows an attacker to inject malware into an HbbTV-enabled smart 
television that can cause it to do various things like modifying the content being 
displayed, mining Bitcoins, or attacking other devices connected to the network that the 
television is connected to. 


The HbbTV Association has responded to the reports with a statement "HbbTV 
welcomes and appreciates the academic research on security threats in set-top boxes 
and TVs based on our specifications. The HbbTV Association continuously reviews such 
situations and has determined that there is limited potential for a security breach based 
on this research. Nevertheless, as ever, our upcoming HbbTV specification will include 
further appropriate security solutions."&4 


In 2013 researchers from TU Darmstadt found widespread non-consensual use of web 
analytics technologies, such as third-party cookies, in HbbTV content to track viewing 
patterns. sesa 


See also[edit] 


e CE-HTML 
e Smart TV 
e Inview Technology 


e Globally Executable MHP 


e Interactive television standards 


e IPTV 
e SES 
e Astra 


e YouView, formerly known as Project Canvas 
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This article is about the free-to-air satellite service from the BBC and ITV. For the 
similarly named service from Sky UK, see Freesat from Sky. 


Freesat 


W Freesat 


Type Joint venture 
Industry Satellite television 
Founded 16 May 2007 


Headquart United Kingdom 


ers 


Products Direct broadcast satellite, pay 


television, pay-per-view 
Owner BBC and ITV plc 


Website freesat.co.uk 


Freesat is a British free-to-air satellite television service, provided by joint venture 
between the BBC and ITV plc." The service was formed as a memorandum in 2007 and 
has been marketed since 6 May 2008. Freesat offers a satellite alternative to 

the Freeview service on digital terrestrial television, with a broadly similar selection of 
channels available without subscription for users purchasing a receiver. 


The service also makes use of the additional capacity available on satellite broadcasting 
to offer a selection of 17 (as of October 2018) high-definition channels from the BBC, 
ITV, Channel 5, Arirang TV, Bloomberg, Daystar, Discovery Networks, France 

24, NHK, RT UK and TRT World. 


Freesat's main competitors are Freeview, Freesat from Sky, Virgin Media and BT. 
TalkTalk also offer a YouView service (with Channel 4HD and All 4 catch up). 


History[edit] 
Background[edit] 


The BBC and ITV, the two biggest free-to-air broadcasters in the UK, make their services 
available digitally through three routes: free-to-air via digital terrestrial and digital 
satellite, and subscription-only via digital cable. 


On digital terrestrial, the channels have always been available free-to-air with the 
appropriate equipment. In 2007 Freeview was available to only 73% of the population. 
zı After analogue TV services were replaced in the digital switchover, this increased to 
98.5% for the public service channels and 90% for the full 'Freeview' service. To provide 
more widespread coverage and a larger number of channels, a digital satellite 
alternative was felt necessary. 


Initially, both the BBC's and ITV's channels were encrypted since the original Astra 
satellites used for Sky broadcast to most of Europe but the broadcasters' rights for 
premium content such as films and sports typically covered the UK only. The use of 
encryption meant that anyone wishing to view the channels had to purchase equipment 
from Sky and pay for a free-to-view viewing card to decrypt the channels. Similarly, to 
use the Videoguard encryption, the broadcasters needed to pay a fee to NDS Group. 


Move to free-to-air[edit] 


In May 2003 the BBC moved most of its channels from the Astra 2A satellite to Astra 2D, 
which has a footprint that focuses more tightly on the UK.“ This move allowed the BBC 
to stop encrypting its broadcasts while continuing to meet its rights obligations. It 
dropped the encryption two months later.“ Two months later, ITV, whose channels had 
already been located on the Astra 2D satellite since launching on the Sky platform some 
years earlier, also made their channels free-to-air. 


On 18 November 2008, Channel 5 commenced broadcasting a single channel via 
Freesat,“ eventually adding its ancillary services 5USA and 5* (now known as 5STAR) 
three years later in December 2011. It later added Channel 5 HD to Freesat following 
the removal of BBC Three (BBC iii) as an SD & HD TV channel (when it moved to on line 
and BBC iPlayer only). 


Viva moved from free-to-view to free-to-air on satellite on 19 March 2013, before 
launching on Freesat on 2 April 2013. On 2 April 2013, all seven of Box Television's 
channels left Sky's subscription package, with six becoming free-to-air on satellite; on 
15 April four of the channels - The Box, Kerrang! TV, Kiss TV and Smash Hits - were 
added to the Freesat EPG.2° This was followed by Heat and Magic on 29 April.2@4 


The free-to-air channels can be received using any standard satellite (DVB-S) receiver, 
although those not licensed by Freesat will need to be re-tuned manually if/when 
channel frequencies are changed. (See next section.) 


Managed service[edit] 


The Freesat project aims to provide a managed service with an Electronic Programme 
Guide and interactive features similar to the Freeview service launched three years 
earlier. Unlike Freeview, however, these features are only available on approved 
receivers manufactured under licence from Freesat. 


The initial plan was to launch the service in early 2006. This was postponed to Autumn 
2007 as approval from the BBC Trust was only received in April 2007.22: However, the 
service was further delayed and was officially launched on 6 May 2008.22 


Launch channels([edit] 


The service launched officially on 6 May 2008. From the launch, Freesat advertised all 
national television channels from the BBC and ITV as being available on the platform 
(excluding ITV2 +1), as well as all national BBC radio networks.“ Channel 4 also 
managed to make most of its channels free-to-air in preparation for the launch. In 
addition some channels from other broadcasters such as Chello Zone, CSC Media 
Group, Al Jazeera English, Zee Live, Zee News, RIA Novosti and Euronews were included 
on the channel list.22 


High-definition (edit] 


BBC HD was the only high-definition channel available on Freesat from launch day, 

ua with ITV HD added as a "red-button" interactive service from 7 June 2008.2222221 On 2 

April 2010 ITV HD changed from an interactive service to a full-time channel called ITV1 
HD, simulcasting the main ITV1 channel.249 The name was changed back to ITV HD on 14 
January 2013. 


BBC One HD, a high-definition simulcast of BBC One, was made available on Freesat 
and other platforms on 3 November 2010. Channel 4 HD also became available on the 
platform on 19 April 2011, but will be withdrawn from 22 February 2018. NHK World 

HD was added to Freesat on 9 May 2011; it shared its channel number with its standard 
definition counterpart and was therefore only listed on high definition receivers, which 
were unable to access the standard definition channel via the EPG. (The SD channel 
ceased transmission on 1 October 2011.) On 23 July 2012, the BBC added 24 temporary 
channels to cover the 2012 Summer Olympics, the channels share their EPG slot with 
their standard definition counterpart.2424 On 29 August 2012, Channel 4 added three 
temporary channels covering the 2012 Summer Paralympics in high definition from the 
following day; the three channels also share their EPG slots.22 On 14 February 2013, RT 


HD was added to Freesat, sharing its channel number with its standard definition 
simulcast. 


On 26 March 2013, BBC HD was replaced by a high-definition simulcast of BBC Two. On 
13 June 2013, an HD stream of the BBC Red Button was temporarily made available on 
the EPG.251 On 16 July 2013, the BBC announced they would be launching five new HD 
channels in early 2014.22 The five channels (HD simulcasts of BBC Three, BBC Four, 
CBBC, CBeebies and BBC News) were in fact launched early - on 10 December 2013. 
BBC Three and BBC Three HD have been rebranded as BBC iii and now only available on 
the BBCi player, but in HD if your television is HD ready and can be connected to the 
internet either directly (using an Ethernet cable) or via wi-fi or via your computer online. 
You now have to pay a licence fee to receive all BBC TV channels legally on all devices. 


Channel 4 pulled its 4HD service from Freesat on 22 February 2018, along with its catch 
up on demand ALL4 service. It is claiming Freesat has significantly increased Channel 
4's fee for the Freesat platform. Freesat claim however that they have not increased 
their fee for the ALL4 catch up service. Channel 5 HD and S4C HD are continuing to 
broadcast on Freesat, along with all the Channel 4 SD (standard definition) channels 
including Channel 4 SD, Film 4, E4, 4Seven 4 Music and the +1 channels. The Channel 
4HD programme guide was also withdrawn on this date. The Channel 4 SD channels 
remain on Freesat (inc. Channel 4 SD and the SD versions of E4, Film 4 and 4Seven and 
4 Music and all the +1 channels) and the programme guide can still be seen on the 
Channel 4 SD channel. 


Regional variations[edit] 


Some channels (notably BBC One and ITV) are transmitted in regional variations and the 
appropriate services are selected by the Freesat receiver from the user's postcode. In 
March 2010, ITV altered several of their regions from free-to-air transmission to free-to- 
view (because they were moved to a satellite from which transmission covers a much 
larger area than just the UK and content licensing means that they had to be 
encrypted). As a result, a few Freesat viewers (who cannot receive free-to-view, 
encrypted content) were moved to regional variations not corresponding to their actual 
location. Other available regions may be chosen by putting a different post code into 
your box for your preferred TV region. BBC English Regional content is only available in 
SD, whereas Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland programmes are in HD on BBC One 
only. 


Future channels and recent launches(edit] 


On 7 January 2019 UK national radio station Virgin Radio joined the Freesat digital radio 
channels.24 


On 16 January 2019 male-orientated lifestyle channel, DMAX launched on Freesat 
channel 150, replacing Discovery’s Travel Channel on free-to-air. With content centred 
on around survival, extreme lives, motoring and comedy, DMAX joins Discovery FTA 
stablemates, Quest, Quest Red and the Food Network”?! 


The Smithsonian Channel launched its first European service in the UK on Freesat on 12 
February 2019 with original content spanning a wide range of non-fiction topics, 
including history, travel, air and space, science, nature and pop culture, inspired by 

the Smithsonian Institution.2 


On 28 March 2019 the My5 on-demand player for Channel 5, 5 STAR, 5 USA, 5_ 
SELECT and 5 Spike launched on Freesat, replacing the Demand 5 service.24 


The UK free-to-air entertainment channel operated by Channel 5, Paramount Network, 
joined Freesat on 17 April 2019 on channel 132.24 


On 7 May 2019 the catch-up service for CBS-AMS channels launched on Freesat 
providing on-demand programmes from Horror Channel, CBS Reality, CBS 
Justice and CBS Drama. 


Video on demand[edit] 


The BBC began to roll out a beta version of BBC iPlayer for Freesat devices in early 
2010. BBC iPlayer is an internet based service with around 2500 hours! of television 
being available on demand. ITV Hub is available for Humax increased to a 30 day catch 
up service from the original 7 day service but with a larger ITV ident/logo in the top left 
of the screen], Manhattan, and some Sagemcom devices,®! however it is not available 
on 2nd Generation Humax devices to viewers using DG and TD postcodes. It is not clear 
why this is the case.2 


In 2010, Freesat also indicated an intent to launch a receiver featuring 
the YouView service (then called 'Project Canvas') and said that the video on demand 
services 40D now ALL4 and Demand 5 were under consideration 24 


On 28 July 2011, the BBC Trust approved proposals to introduce the listing of pay 
content delivered on-demand via broadband. The trust will allow the BBC to continue 
to play a part in Freesat as the plans did not represent a significant change to the 
approval previously given in 2007. There was no need for a Public Value Test or for 
further regulatory process. Under the plans some pay content, such as films, would be 
added to the Freesat EPG alongside the existing free-to-air content. However, there 
would be no adult material or live streamed sports coverage. Freesat itself will not 
supply any of the on demand content, but will allow third parties to do so through its 
EPG. Some content will also be made available through existing channels using an on- 
screen prompt that would take viewers to an on demand environment. Pay-TV sales 
would be handled by a third party, with Freesat operating the conditional access system 
that would underpin it. The plan is to use the upcoming launch of G2 spec receivers to 
add support for Digital Rights Management and where technically possible on existing 
receivers. 


On 29 November 2011, a beta trial for the subscription based on demand movie service 
BoxOffice365 was added to the Freesat EPG.22 On 11 March 2013, BoxOffice365 
withdrew from Freesat.&2 


The Freetime guide also features a backwards EPG and a Showcase section offering 
recommendations. HTML versions of BBC iPlayer and ITV Hub will also launch,“ both 
services use MHEG-5 on first generation devices. YouTube launched on Freetime 
receivers on 7 March 2013, the first deployment of YouTube's HTML app in a Western 
European TV service.“ 40D launched on Freesat's Freetime receivers on 27 June 2013, 
making Freesat the first UK TV platform to host the HTML5 version of 40D.42] Demand 
5 arrived on Freesat on 6 August 2013.21 


In December 2015, Freesat announced the availability of an application for 

the Netflix subscription TV streaming service on the Humax HDR-1000S, HDR-1010S, 
HDR-1100S and HB-1000S Freetime receivers. Netflix is expected to be available on 
other Freetime receivers in the future.“4 


In January 2016, Saorview, the Irish free TV service announced it would be launching an 
online catch-up and on-demand TV service using the commercial version of the 


Freetime software, including EPG roll-back and remote recording, with Freesat providing 
a fully managed service.“ 


In September 2016 the BBC closed the MHEG version of the BBC iPlayer (V2) used on 
some older connected TVs and receivers (manufactured between 2008 and 2014). 
Freesat Freetime equipment using the HbbTV version was unaffected. The BBC 
recommended that consumers should purchase replacement receivers to continue to 
receive iPlayer.42 


In October 2016 STV Player was made available to Freesat viewers. The online live 
streaming and catch-up service operated by STV shows ITV programmes and content 
from its own archive.“4 


All4 (formerly 40D) was added to the [Humax] Freesat service soon after its launch 
online; however, due to fee increases at start of 2018, Channel 4 have withdrawn the 
All4 on-demand service from all boxes that carry the Freesat Freetime service, from 22 
February 2018 as well as taking Channel 4HD from all HD-capable Freesat devices. 


In September 2018, catch-up service, UKTV Play joined the Freesat on-demand services, 
offering catch-up programming from UKTV's channels 
including Dave, Yesterday, Really and Drama.“! 


In March 2019, Channel 5's Demand 5 app providing catch-up for Channel 5, 5 STAR, 5. 
USA, 5 SELECT, 5 Spike and Paramount Network was replaced on Freesat by My5, witha 
change in user interface, a selection of programmes from partner 

channels, BLAZE, BET, PBS America, Real Stories, Spark and Together, and some 
programmes shown online exclusively or ahead of broadcast.4“™ 


Reception equipmentledit] 
See also: Freesat+ 


Receivers(edit] 


Reverse of a Humax Freesat HD box 


At the launch of the service, there were two types of Freesat receivers available — 
standard definition-only receivers and high definition-capable receivers. As of July 2010 
there are eleven companies licensed to produce Freesat boxes and televisions. 

sa Humax launched a Freesat recorder, Freesat+, which became available to the public 
in November 2008.4 


On 17 October 2012, Humax released the first Freetime receiver, the Humax HDR- 
1000S." 


Televisions(edit] 


Following the initial launch, Panasonic introduced three plasma televisions with 
integrated HD Freesat receivers. At the end of October 2008, Panasonic brought out 2 
more sizes which are the 32" and 37". 


In April 2009 LG launched 4 LCD TVs with built-in Freesat receivers. The LG series is the 
LF7700 (discontinued mid-2010), with screen sizes of 32", 37", 42" and 47". Sony have 
released two televisions with Freesat receivers, the W5810 and Z5800 series, available 
from sizes 32" up to 52" and in 100 Hz and 200 Hz alternatives. 


Satellite dish/edit] 


The service makes use of the same group of Astra satellites at 28.2°E as 

the Sky subscription satellite service. This means that a satellite dish which is 
positioned to receive these services will be capable of receiving Freesat, with the 
addition of a suitable receiver (or Television with receiver built in). Provided that 

the LNB has sufficient outputs, a single dish may be used to receive multiple services 
(i.e. Sky and Freesat). However, a dish with an LNB for the Sky Q service cannot be used 
with a Freesat receiver because Sky Q uses a wideband LNB which is incompatible with 
Freesat receivers. A "Hybrid" Sky Q LNB can be used as it has both wideband outputs 
for Sky Q and conventional universal LNB outputs for non-Sky Q receivers, including 
Freesat. 


For users who do not currently have a satellite dish, Freesat offers an installation 
service which is made available through retailers and which is advertised in a leaflet 
included with Freesat receivers. A suitable dish may also be installed by the user or a 
non-Freesat-affiliated installer. 


Ireland(edit] 


While Freesat systems work in Ireland, official branded Freesat receivers are not widely 
or Officially marketed in the country, !2s#cationneedes) On 23 October 2008 several Irish retail 
chains including Maplin, Tesco Ireland and PowerCity began offering modified Freesat 
systems from Grundig and Alba’?! that had their Freesat branding replaced with a 
Sat4free brand name. The requirement to enter a UK postcode was removed; the 
systems were instead set to use the version of the electronic programme 

guide appropriate for Northern Ireland through a hard-coded Belfast postcode. 

54 Sat4free was permanently closed down shortly after. 


Outside the UK and Ireland [edit] 


Although not intended for reception outside of the UK, it is possible to receive Freesat 
outside of the UK and Ireland, although a larger dish may be required as the footprint of 
Astra 2E and Astra 2F (who carry all the channels from the BBC, ITV, Channel 4 and 
Channel 5) is mainly focused on the UK and Ireland. Even residents of Eastern European 
countries, however, (who generally have giant dishes) can often have access to the 
Freesat UK services. Freesat receivers, however, ask for a UK postcode during 
installation, to determine where regional services are placed in the EPG and channel 
list. 


Technical details[edit] 


Freesat broadcasts from the same fleet of satellites (Astra 28.2°E) as Sky. Channels are 
broadcast using DVB-S. Freesat's role is not broadcasting or availability of channels 


(although the BBC and ITV are substantial broadcasters in their own right) but instead 
providing a platform for receiving the channels and the EPG. 


All of the standard definition channels on Freesat are broadcast using DVB-S; ITV HD, 
NHK World HD and RT HD also use DVB-S. BBC One HD and BBC HD used DVB-S until 6 
June 2011 when the satellite transponder carrying them was upgraded to DVB-S2. 

a Channel 4 HD had launched using DVB-S2 but the transponder was downgraded to 
DVB-S on 28 March 2012. Standard definition channels are broadcast using MPEG-2, 
while high definition channels are broadcast using MPEG-4. Interactive television is done 
using MHEG-5 rather than the proprietary OpenTV platform used by Sky. Channel 4HD 
will no longer be available from 22 March 2018. 


Since the channels are broadcast in-the-clear, they can also be received by non-Freesat 
receivers, including Sky Digiboxes. 


The specification for Freesat boxes includes having an Ethernet port. This is to allow on 
demand programming from services such as BBC iPlayer or ITV Hub to be viewed 
directly on the customer's television. 52 


Open standards and technologies form the basis of Freesat's second generation 
Freetime receivers, including those from the Open IPTV Forum (OIPF), the Hybrid 
Broadcast Broadband TV (HbbTV) project and HTML5 browser technology, with the 
majority of the Freetime user interface built using the latter.&2 


The Freetime spec also includes features such as: DiSEqC 1.2 support; MoCA 
(Multimedia over Coax Alliance) support including single cable 

routing; HTML, JavaScript and CSS internet technologies for broadband-delivered 
interactive services; DRM for online content; and payment mechanisms for broadband 
services like LoveFilm. James Strickland, Freesat's director of product and technology 
development, explained that Freetime is a hybrid between HbbTV and MHEG-5,& 


Adoption|[edit] 


The table below shows the quarterly and cumulative sales of Freesat equipment in the 
first years of the service. 


Quart | Quarterl | Cumulativ | Quarterly | Cumulative a Referenc 
er y Sales e Sales HD Sales HD Sales . e 
Proportion 
eS 39,018 39,018 23,854 23,854 61% fay 
2008 i k : 4 
05; 
68,982 108,000 49,146 73,000 71% [2] 


2008 


125,000 | 233,000 99,000 
117,000 | 350,000 
98,000 450,000 


| | a 
190,000 , 


263,000 
340,000 


In the Q4 2009 report (from the table above), Ofcom reported that Freesat had 
announced the 1 million mark had been hit by the end of February 2010. 


*Note: Ofcom stopped reporting Freesat Penetration Cumulatively with the Q3 2010 
Report, and stopped quarterly reports at the end of 2010. Indications are that Freesat 
penetration largely plateaued in late 2010.4 


prem 
sen 
em 


In May 2017, Freesat announced that 904,000 devices capable of receiving the platform 
were sold in 2016, with the installed base increasing 58,000 year-on-year and passing 2 
million during the course of the year. 


See also[edit] 


e Freesat from Sky 


e Freeview 
e Saorsat - a free-to-air satellite service for Ireland 
e List of free-to-air channels at 28°E 


e Astra 2E, Astra 2F, Astra 2G - satellites carrying Freesat (with channel lists) 
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BBC Redux is a BBC Research & Development system that digitally records" television 
and radio output in the United Kingdom produced by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation.” It has been operating since 2007" and contains several petabytes of 
recordings” and subtitle data.” It is notable for being the proof of concept for the Flash 
video streaming version of the BBC iPlayer.!! 


It is an internal research project developed for testing“! which acts as a giant video on 
demand or personal video recorder (PVR).!! It contains a complete digital archive, 
recording both television and radio twenty-four hours a day, of all of the BBC's national 
and also some regional broadcast output since mid-2007,“4 and is automatically 
compiled without human input.: The BBC stated that BBC Redux is one of its major 
contributions to the field of digital archiving and preservation." 


Some accounts for accessing the system on a temporary basis were made available at 
Mashed 08" and again at Culture Hack Day 2011,"° providing streaming-only access to 
BBC content broadcast during the weekend of the event."" As well as streaming, the 
system enables high-quality downloads of television and radio content,"?) and has had 
the option to download subtitles from programmes since 2008. 


BBC Redux had originally been developed at the BBC's Kingswood Warren campus," in 
only two months," and with the investment required being significantly less than the 
iPlayer.©! The saved content can be used for broadcast compliance checking! and by 
BBC programme researchers."* As of 2012, BBC Redux is only available to employees, 
because existing legal contracts with content producers limit how material can be 
broadcast, distributed and made available to general consumers.“421 The Readme file 
for associated API frameworks hosted on GitHub states: 


BBC Snippets and BBC Redux are tools designed to allow BBC staff to develop new ways 
to view and navigate content. As such, they're not open to the public."* 


Technical details[edit] 


The system records over 100 megabits per second, continuously. As of August 2011, 
BBC Redux contained 300,000 hours of recorded audio and video. Not all regional 
variations are recorded; for BBC One, only London and Northern Ireland variants are 
recorded.24 


A series of standard Digital Video Broadcasting terrestrial antennas and satellite dishes, 
coupled to DVB-T and DVB-S TV tuner cards are used to capture the incoming DVB 
multiplexes"?! transmitted for over-the-air Freesat and Freeview terrestrial television. 

gzs These raw MPEG transport streams are split into single-programme MPEG transport 
streams, encapsulated in RTP, and sent using UDP IP multicast within the IPv4 multicast 
address range 233.122.227.0/24 from AS31459 .25 From the multicast streams 
individual television programmes can be extracted and saved, without requiring any 
transcoding or conversion of the contained MPEG-2 video data. 


As of May 2009, racks of Sun Fire T1000 and T2000 machines were used acquiring and 
storing the incoming programmes respectively; while commodity x86-64 computers 
were used for database operations and playback transcoding.2* The T2000 storage 
nodes are connected by 10 Gigabit Ethernet on the network side,2"” and then by serial 
attached SCSI to RAID boxes containing high-capacity commodity Serial ATA hard disk 
drives.2"’ The "fsck-free" ZFS file system is used after experiments with Unix File 
System (UFS) proved it to be too slow.28 Sun Microsystems had to manually repair the 
filesystems on two occasions using Unix dd 23 


The software is based on open source technologies, and uses a combination 
of mod_perl and C running on OpenSolaris.2"9* A series of "lolcat" images are used for 
the system's HTTP 404 and error pages.22! 


Projects|[edit] 


As part of the European Union (EU) "NoTube" project running between 2009-12, a 
recommendation research system using Lonclass categorisation and Tanimoto 
coefficient matching was tested by the BBC R&D Audience Experience team and 
integrated with 23,000 recordings delivered from Redux.22! The matching dataset was 
gathered over a period of five months.2" 


For a BBC Digital Media Initiative (DMI) demonstration entitled "Million Minutes", files 
from the BBC's D-3 video tape archive were imported into the Redux system during 
2009-2010.48 This also used commercial software from Artesia Digital Media Group and 
involved creating a representational state transfer (REST) interface onto the content 
stored within Redux.22! 


During 2010, Safari’?*! and Google Chrome”?! browser extensions were developed to 
integrate Redux content with the main www.bbc.co.uk/programmes directory.22 


In January 2012, the BBC's Multimedia Classification team announced they were hoping 
to test and add "mood-based navigation" to the existing BBC Redux interface, 2841 

eu along with audience measurement and other rich metadata comprising work part- 
funded by the Technology Strategy Board. During 2010-2011 BBC Research and 
Development integrated content archived in BBC Redux with the BBC's existing internal 
BBC InFax system, allowing finding of metadata and archive content within the same 
browser window, covering news and subtitles from over the previous five years.22! 


During March 2012, the Atlas index changed the method of equivalence matching used 
for indexing against BBC Redux.®! 
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This article is about the branding used by the BBC. For the magazine of this name, 
see BBC Music Magazine. 


BBC Music 


Industry Mass media 
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services, event organisation 
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Parent British Broadcasting Corporation 


Website www.bbc.co.uk/music 


BBC Music is responsible for the music played across the BBC.™ The current director of 
music is Bob Shennan, who is also the controller of BBC Radio 2, BBC Radio 6 Music and 
the BBC Asian Network.” 


Officially it is a part of the BBC's Radio operational division and is directly responsible 

to Helen Boaden (director of Radio); however, its remit also includes music used in 
television and online services. It was established in its current form in 2014; however, 
the BBC had already been using the BBC Music brand to refer to its online music content 
and some live events beforehand, including a now defunct 


Launch[edit] 


BBC Music had its official launch at 20:00 on 7 October 2014, with a simulcast of a 
specially-commissioned cover of the Beach Boys' 1966 song "God Only Knows". 

z1 Produced by Ethan Johns, it featured a Supergroup of singers such as Chris 

Martin (of Coldplay), Stevie Wonder, Kylie Minogue, Dave Grohl (of Foo Fighters), Elton 
John, Pharrell Williams and One Direction, accompanied by the BBC Concert Orchestra.“ 


Responsibilities[ edit] 


BBC Music is responsible for the music played across the BBC. It has direct editorial 
control of the music content of the BBC's six national music radio stations Radio 

live music events for each of the stations. These include Radio 1's Big Weekend, Live in 
Hyde Park and In Concert for Radio 2, the BBC Proms (including the various "Proms in 
the Park" events), and the BBC 6 Music festival. 


Many of the BBC televisual music programmes and documentaries are now co-produced 
with BBC Music, with a BBC Music ident often being played between the regular channel 
ident and the start of the programme. It will also coordinate the BBC's coverage of other 
live music events such as the Glastonbury Festival, T in the Park, the Reading and Leeds 
Festivals and Celtic Connections amongst others. 


It is responsible for the BBC's online music database, collating every music track played 
across the BBC's national radio stations and a larger amount of the music played on the 
BBC's UK television channels. This includes looking after My Tracks, formerly BBC 
Playlister, an interactive, personalisable music service that allows users to create 
playlists of music that have been played across the BBC using existing online 

platforms Deezer, YouTube and Spotify. It also features playlists created by BBC radio 
DJs and presenters such as Jo Whiley, Greg James, Steve Lamacq, Zane 

Lowe and Fearne Cotton. 


Additionally, it coordinates the production of the BBC Music Awards and also 
oversees BBC Introducing, an initiative to get less well-known and unsigned artists 
played on local and national radio. 


See also[edit] 


e BBC Music Magazine 
e BBC Sounds 
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BBC Music Magazine 
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April 2019 issue of BBC Music Magazine with attached 
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BBC Music Magazine is a monthly magazine. The first issue appeared in June 

1992. BBC Worldwide, the commercial subsidiary of the BBC was the original owner and 
publisher together with the Warner Music Enterprises during its initial phase. 2 

81 Immediate Media Company has been the publisher since 2012. 


BBC Music Magazine has also an edition in North America which was first published in 
March 1993.3! The magazine reflects the broadcast output of BBC Radio 3 being devoted 
primarily to classical music, though with sections on jazz and world music. Each edition 
comes together with an audio CD, often including BBC recordings of full-length works. 
The magazine's circulation is 37,530.™ Profits "are returned to the BBC". 


The magazine features articles on subjects such as the favorite conductor of 
professional conductors. For its October 2009 edition,®! the magazine asked 10 
composers to discuss the latest trends in Western Classical music in the 21st-century. 
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The BBC broadcasts all of the BBC One and BBC Two regional variations on digital 
satellite television from the SES Astra satellites at 28.2° east;™ providing local news 


programmes and other regional programming with local continuity and presentation for 
Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. The BBC refers to the whole UK regional network 
as "BBC Nations and Regions”.”! 


The local version of BBC One is normally on channel 101, with BBC Two on channel 102. 
On Freesat equipment, users enter a postcode during initial set up—this determines the 
correct local version. On Sky equipment, the address to which the viewing card was 
issued determines the correct local version—without any viewing card the London 
versions are shown by default.” All other national and regional versions are shown in 
the EPG. 


istoryledit] 


From the launch of digital satellite on 1 October 1998 until 31 March 2001, there were 
four variants (England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland) of both BBC One and BBC 


Choice carried on all digital platforms. Only one version of BBC Two was available 
digitally, and this was shown throughout the UK. The BBC English Regions gradually 
became available via Digital Terrestrial Television (Freeview) over the next few years, 
as did the national versions of BBC Two. 


On digital satellite television, regional news programmes on BBC One were replaced 
by UK Today until 28 January 2002 when additional transponder space was allocated to 
the English regions. Initially programmes were available as an interactive service via 
the red button and only for the five largest English regions; London, North 

West, South, West Midlands and Yorkshire’! On 30 May 2003 the BBC stopped 
encrypting its TV channels on digital satellite and made all regions available as 
standard, full-time channels. 


BBC regional services and channel numbers[edit] 
Further information: List of BBC regional news programmes 


BBC One@l(edit] 


Regional news inserts are broadcast during BBC Breakfast along with 15-minute shows 
on weekdays after national news bulletins at 1.30 pm and 10.30 pm, along with a 30- 
minute show at 6.30 pm. On weekends the availability of a regional news bulletin 
following the national news depends on the timeslot. 


In England—other than regional news programmes—regional opt-outs include the 
documentary strand /nside Out, a regional segment of Sunday Politics and in the 
northern regions (those based in Hull, Leeds, Manchester and Newcastle) The Super 
League Show. 


Elsewhere, additional local programming is broadcast; (notable examples include Give 
My Head Peace and Spotlight in Northern Ireland, River City and Sportscene in Scotland 
and Belonging and Crash in Wales) with network programmes rescheduled to 
accommodate them. 


BBC One HD started broadcasting on 3 November 2010. There are currently four 
regional variations - a network variant for England, a Northern Ireland variant that 
launched on 24 October 2012, a Scottish variation that launched on 14 January 2013 
and a Welsh variation that launched on 29 January 2013. 


BBC One 
Nation/Region 


News programme 


BBC London News 


South West (Channel BBC Spotlight/BBC Channel Islands 
Islands) News 


East Midlands BBC East Midlands Today 
East (Norwich) BBC Look East 
East (Cambridge) BBC Look East 


BBC North West Today/BBC North West 
North West x 
T Tonight 


North East and Cumbria BBC Look North (Newcastle) 


Northern Ireland BBC Newsline 


South BBC South Today/BBC South Today- 
South (Oxford) ae Today/BBC South Toda 


South East BBC South East Today 
Scotland BBC Reporting Scotland 


South (Southampton) BBC South Today 


BBC One 


Nation/Region news programme 


South West (Plymouth) BBC Spotlight 


West Midlands BBC Midlands Today 


Wales BBC Wales Today 


West BBC Points West 


Yorkshire and 
Lincolnshire 


England HD N/A (This is BBC One HD) 
Scotland HD BBC Reporting Scotland 
Wales HD BBC Wales Today 


Northern Ireland HD BBC Newsline 


BBC Look North (Hull) 


BBC Twoledit] 


Three regional variations of BBC Two exist - Northern Ireland, Wales and a network 
variant covering the rest of the UK. Each variant is also available in high-definition, 
although due to capacity issues the Northern Ireland variant is not available on satellite. 
A variation for Scotland was available until 2019 when it was replaced by BBC Scotland. 


BBC Two 
Nation 


Network 


Northern Ireland 


Network HD 


Wales HD 
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h2g2 is an initialism for The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy. 


This article needs to be updated. Please update this article to 
Co reflect recent events or newly available information. (December 
2018) 
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The h2g2 front page on 24 May 2015 


Type of site 


Internet encyclopedia project 


Available in English 
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The h2g2 website is a British-based collaborative online encyclopedia project. It 
describes itself as "an unconventional guide to life, the universe, and everything", in the 
spirit of the fictional publication The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy from the science 
fiction comedy series of the same name by Douglas Adams.” It was founded by Adams 
in 1999 and was run by the BBC between 2001 and 2011.7614 


The intent is to create an Earth-focused guide that allows members to share information 
about their geographic area and the local sites, activities and businesses, to help people 
decide where they want to go and what they may find when they get there. It has grown 
to contain subjects from restaurants and recipes, to quantum theory and history. 
Explicit advertising of businesses was forbidden when the site was run by the BBC, but 
customer reviews were permitted.® 


The content of the project is written by registered "Researchers" on its website. 

t Articles written by Researchers form the "Guide" as a whole, with an "Edited Guide" 
being steadily created out of factual articles that have been peer reviewed via the "Peer 
Review" system tton ede The Edited Guide includes both traditional encyclopaedic 
subjects and more idiosyncratic offerings, and articles in the Edited Guide sometimes 
aim for a slightly humorous style.” 


History[edit] 


The h2g2 site was founded on 28 April 1999 as the Earth edition of The Hitchhiker's 
Guide to the Galaxy by the author of the series, Douglas Adams, and his friends and 
colleagues at The Digital Village. "h2g2" is an abbreviation for the title as well as part 
of the url. The site was a runner-up for Best Community Site in the Yell.com awards in 
2000.9 


Like other dot-com companies, Adams' company TDV ran into financial difficulties 
towards the end of 2000 and eventually ceased operations.“ In January 2001, the 
management of the site was taken over by the BBC, and moved to bbc.co.uk (then 
known as BBCi).= 


21 April 2005 marked the re-launch of h2g2 Mobile, an edition of the guide produced 
for PDAs (Personal Digital Assistants) and mobile phones that could access the internet, 
so that people could read h2g2 entries while on the move.™ This was done because 
people wanted h2g2 to be much like the Hitchhiker's Guide described in the books — a 
mobile, electronic device that anyone could read from anywhere. An earlier 
incarnation of h2g2 Mobile was a WAP phone based version of h2g2. Announced at First 
Tuesday in London on 14 December 1999, it became the most trafficked WAP site in 
Europe until it was closed down by the BBC when it took over the site in January 2001. 
h2g2 Mobile was closed by the BBC as it then believed that its license conditions did not 
allow it to deliver any service over a telephone system.24 


The site was redesigned for the BBC by Aerian Studios in 2011," bringing it in line with 
the general appearance of other BBC websites, while maintaining a degree of the site's 
old character.“ 


On 24 January 2011, the BBC announced cuts of 25% to its online budget, resulting in a 
£34 million less investment into the site. A number of sites were to be closed, 

including BBC Switch, BBC Blast and 6-0-6. As part of this exercise, the BBC chose to 
sell h2g2.“4 On 21 June 2011, it was announced the winning bid was a joint bid put 
together by three parties: Robbie Stamp, h2g2c2 (‘The h2g2 Community Consortium’) 
and the owners of Lycos Chat (Brian Larholm and Alyson Larholm) £= On 31 August 
2011, it was announced h2g2 was sold to Not Panicking Ltd, a company founded 

by Robbie Stamp, Brian Larholm and Alyson Larholm, as well as The h2g2 Community 
Consortium.22 


On 3 October 2011, the BBC incarnation of h2g2 closed, leaving only an announcement 
reading "H2G2 has now left the BBC. The new owners of H2G2 are currently preparing 
the site for relaunch. Soon you will find The Guide to Life, the Universe and Everything 
at www.h2g2.com"22 


The post-BBC version of the site went live on 16 October 2011. 


Terms and conditions| edit] 


To contribute to the site it is necessary to register and to agree to the h2g2 "House 
Rules" and the general Not Panicking Ltd Terms and Conditions. Registered users are 
called Researchers. Researchers retain the copyright to their articles, but grant Not 
Panicking Ltd a non-exclusive license to reproduce their work in all formats. 


DNAledit] 


Part of the software for h2g2 is known as DNA, after the initials of author and site 
founder Douglas Adams. The DNA technology was introduced a few months after the 
BBC takeover and is still used for BBC blogs, messageboards and commenting systems. 
Before that there was a technology which was written mostly in Perl. 


Adams was involved in the website in its early days.28 His account name was DNA, and 
his user number was 42, a reference to the joke in The Hitchhiker's Guide to the 
Galaxy that the Answer to the Ultimate Question of Life, the Universe and Everything is 
42. Adams's legacy is still felt on h2g2, though it is not a fan site. 


See also[edit] 


e List of online encyclopedias 
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Type of Joint venture 


business 
Type of site OTT platform 


Available in English 


Area served United Kingdom 
United States 


Canada 


Owner BritBox LLC (North America)” 
BritBox SVOD Limited (UK)?! 


Founder(s) BBC 
ITV 


Key people Soumya Sriraman 


(President, North America) 


Industry Entertainment, Internet 


Products Streaming media 


Video on demand 


Services Film production 
Film distribution 


Television production 


Parent BBC Studios (10%) & ITV plc (90%) 


Divisions North America 


UK Streaming 


Website www.britbox.com (US/CAN) 


www.britbox.co.uk (UK) 
Registration Required 


Users 650,000 subscribers (United States & 


Canada) 


Launched March 7, 2017; 2 years ago (United States) 
February 14, 2018; 21 months 
ago (Canada) 
November 7, 2019; 31 days ago (United 


Kingdom) 


Current stat Active 


us 


BritBox (stylised britbox) is a digital video subscription service created by BBC 
Studios and ITV plc, serving the United Kingdom, United States and Canada.2™ The 
service in North America is owned by BritBox LLC, and in the UK by BritBox SVOD Ltd, 
joint ventures of BBC Studios and ITV plc. BritBox is focused on British television 
series and films, mainly featuring current and past series and films supplied from 

UK public service broadcasters, initially the BBC and ITV, with Channel 5 and Channel 
4 (with Film4) joining later, with Comedy Central UK also providing content. It is said to 
feature the biggest collection of British box-sets available in one place, with more 
original programming for the service is set to be available on BritBox from 2020. 
BritBox's focus on British Content, has led to the service being described as a 'Niche 
Streaming Service’ in the U.S." 


BritBox's launch in the United States was announced in December 2016, with it 
launching on 7 March 2017.‘ It launched in Canada on 14 February 20182 and 
proposals for a UK launch were finalised on 27 February 2019, with the service 
launching in the United Kingdom on 7 November 2019." 


ITV owns 90% of the joint venture, with BBC Studios holding the remainder 10%, with 
the option of increasing their share to 25%. AMC Networks, the BBC's partner on its US 
cable channel BBC America, has a non-voting minority stake in the U.S. service, 
however owns a rival British TV service Acorn TV.2%4 Channel 4 currently has no equity 
Share in any of the platforms. 


Some series, such as Coronation Street, have new episodes available within a day after 
their British premiere on the North American platform, although generally within just a 
few hours of its UK airing. 


It reported a subscriber base of 250,000 within a year since launching in the US."! It 
was last reported to boast 650,000 subscribers from the North American platform." 


Platforms[edit] 
Content between platforms(edit] 


The list of available programmes differs between the US, Canada and UK platforms. 

441 For example, BritBox carries Coronation Street in the US but not in Canada, where 
the corresponding rights have long been held by CBC Television. Meanwhile, in the UK, 
TV shows, especially produced by independent production companies (like the BBC 


show Peaky Blinders) may appear on the UK BritBox, as the BBC or ITV have the 
domestic broadcasting rights, but may not be available on BritBox elsewhere, due to the 
independent production companies giving international rights to services like Netflix. 
This means that depending on whether the BBC and ITV owns only the domestic rights, 
programming on UK BritBox may not also be available on its American and Canadian 
platforms.» Alternatively, shows like Living the Dream may not appear on the UK 
BritBox, as it is broadcast by Sky and available on Sky's streaming service Now TV in 
the UK, but currently appears on the US BritBox.24 


BBC and ITV content currently on other streaming services are likely to be exclusive to 
BritBox once the other SVOD licences expire, therefore potentially leading to harmony 
in programming between the platforms. However, the full details will be confirmed when 
both ITV and the BBC finalise their formal legal agreement.2“4 Any original content 
produced for BritBox is set to be exclusively on BritBox. 


Content co-produced between British Broadcasters and Larger SVODs, like Netflix and 
Prime Video, will not be available on all or any BritBox platforms.,@® these include shows 
like Bodyguard in which a BritBox Spokesperson said "can't come back home", and who 
added that “going forward, we [BritBox] won't license things to Netflix and Amazon in 
the first place because we now have a home, a streaming service in the UK”,42 they also 
added that in response to not licensing to other SVODs, since its focus is on UK- 
produced series, the platform would not compete to acquire the rights to US or 
international shows.22 


Recently aired or current shows made for the BBC, ITV, Channel 5 and Channel 4 
terrestrially in the United Kingdom, would appear on their VOD services, BBC 

iPlayer, ITV Hub, My5 and All 4 respectively before BritBox. These shows would then 
move to BritBox at a later date, then be exclusive to BritBox once the shows have 
expired on the terrestrial VOD,» which is 30 days for ITV Hub and My5, 31 days for All 4 
and 12 months for BBC iPlayer. 


New content not made exclusively for BritBox, but for the BBC, may not be available on 
BritBox platforms outside the UK, due to deals struck with other SVODs such as HBO 
Max and Discovery.” 


United States/edit] 


Launch|[ edit] 


BritBox's launch in the United States was announced in December 2016, it launched on 
7 March 2017.& 


Initial programming on U.S. launch/ edit] 


Among the shows offered upon BritBox's initial launch, were the US premieres of New 
Blood and Tutankhamun. |n addition, other episodes of new programming available 
on the service include: 


Original Available Note 


Title Genre ation platforms Status 


(241 


Casualty Medical drama BBC U.S, Canada | Renewe 


Coronation. Soap opera U.S, Canada Aeiileiie 
Street SEGUE eS) 


d 
d 
d 


=] 

BBC 

ITV 
ome Black comedy, Anthology = 
Inside No. 9 N Comedy-drama, Horro | BBC U.S, Canada d 


Programming for 2017[edit] 


In its debut year of 2017, the service also focused on much of the classic catalogue of 
British television such as: 


Absolutely Fabulous 
Agatha Christie's Poirot: The Early Cases (seasons 1-6) 
Are You Being Served? 


As Time Goes By 
Blackadder 


Bleak House 

Brideshead Revisited 
Cold Feet 

Cracker 

Dalziel and Pascoe 

The Darling Buds of May 
Desperate Romantics 
Doctor Who (1963-1989) 
Fawlty Towers 

Gavin & Stacey 

Hetty Wainthropp Investigates 
Inspector Morse 


e Keeping Up Appearances 


e Maigret 
e Marley's Ghosts 
e Merlin 


e Miss Marple 

e The Moonstone 

e New Blood 

e NW 

e The Office (UK)* 

e Prime Suspect 

e Red Dwarf 

e Rosemary & Thyme 
e Scott & Bailey 

e Sharpe? 

e Sherlock Holmes 

e Silent Witness 

e Upstairs Downstairs 
e Vera 

e The Young Ones 


*Shared with HBO Max when it launches in 2020. 


In 2017, it was said there are more than 2,000 of hours of programming available on 
launch. A BritBox spokesperson said this number will change, as new shows are “added 
daily.” 26 


More than 3,600 hours of programming are currently"! available, with new shows 
“added daily". The programming is offered without commercial interruption. 22 


Content made by/for ITV and the BBC which is currently licensed to other streaming 
platforms like Netflix, would be removed once their licences expire. 


On August 1, 2019, upcoming HBO Max announced its acquisition of library rights to 
several BBC Studios series, including the first 11 seasons of the 2005 Doctor 

Who revival, as well as future seasons 12-14. The Honourable Woman, Luther, Top 
Gear, and the British version of The Office are also some other shows in the acquisition. 
HBO Max will also stream future seasons of Doctor Who after their initial run on BBC 
America. Newer Doctor Who would be exclusive to HBO Max, with the other shows in 
the deal sold on a Non-exclusive basis. 
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BritBox Canada-inspired Stacked Logo 


Canada(edit] 


BritBox launched in Canada on 14 February 2018, on launch the service included a 
free 7-day trial and in which content can be streamed on the web, on a iOS app, Apple 
TV, Android, Chromecast and Roku. It comes with a free 7-day introductory trial, and 
priced at $8.99 CAD per month on launch. Users who signed up for the service in the 
U.S. will not be able to access their subscription in Canada. 


The catalogue of content on the Canadian platform is hugely similar to the American 
platform, but minor differences do exist, for example Coronation Street isn't on 
Canadian BritBox, due to CBC Television holding the Canadian broadcasting rights. 


United Kingdom (edit] 


oritoox 


In February 2019, it was announced that BritBox would be launched in the UK later in 
the year as a rival to Netflix.22 Journalist Mark Lawson likened the proposed project 

to BBC Worldwide's previous failed platform, Project Kangaroo, which was expected to 
launch in 2008, and described it as "bizarre" and "hugely risky".22 In March 

2019, Channel 4 confirmed interest in collaborating with the BBC and ITV. 

ga Currently, McMafia, Last Tango in Halifax, Les Misérables and the sitcom Gavin & 
Stacey have been confirmed to be available on the UK version.24 


BritBox UK Logo 


In July 2019, the BBC and ITV announced they had signed an agreement to launch 
BritBox in the UK in the last quarter of 2019.24 The platform will launch with a monthly 
£5.99 cost for HD viewing and multi-screen viewing.“ 


On 20 September 2019, ITV announced they had reached a deal with Viacom for 
Channel 5 and Comedy Central UK content.22 This was followed by an announcement on 


27 September that Samsung TVs, Freeview Play and YouView would be the first 
distribution platforms 23 


In October 2019, BritBox launched its "testing phase" in the United Kingdom, in which 
users can sign up for a free trial to have a "Snapshot of what will be there at launch".24 


One day before UK launch, on 6 November 2019, the Guardian reported that Channel 4 
is to join BritBox after the two signed a 3-year deal to provide 1000+ hours of content 
from All 4 "with a range of comedy, drama and non-scripted programmes from across 
the service, including new series, and for the first time to any streamer, an exclusive 
Film4 curated service featuring iconic British films".2222 This means for the first time, all 
the UK's traditional channels have managed to successfully bring together programmes 
on a single streaming service. Channel 4 content will be available on BritBox from 
Spring 2020 and Film4 content later in 2020, with recently aired content being only 
available on BritBox 31 days after the airing of the last episode on Channel 4.22 Channel 
4 currently has not taken an equity stake in BritBox. 


BritBox launched in the UK on 7 November 2019 with a 30-day free trial and a 
subscription price of £5.99 per month with no minimum term contract.24 


Other markets(/edit] 


BritBox currently only has platforms in the United States, United Kingdom and Canada, 
however on 15 October 2019, BBC Studios global distribution president Paul Dempsey 
admitted there were more markets where the UK-skewing service could work. 


Original content[edit] 


In September 2017, BritBox released a reconstruction of the Doctor Who story The 
Wheel in Space using the surviving episodes and reconstruction using Tele-snaps.2#! In 
July 2018, The Bletchley Circle: San Francisco made its debut, the first original drama 
series in which BritBox held a direct production role. 


More original content is set to be commissioned and produced for 2020, following the 
platform's UK launch, with the BBC Media Centre stating "The first new show is 
expected to be commissioned soon and will be available to BritBox viewers from 2020". 
401 The goal is to offer exclusive content only available on BritBox, rather than BBC and 
ITV's UK VOD services BBC iPlayer and ITV Hub. The annual budget for original 
programming will be in the tens of millions of pounds according to BBC News.45 


ITV has pledged to invest up to £65m in the joint venture over the next two years, and 
the BBC has said their pledge would be in the "tens of millions".22 
Drama(edit] 


Title Genre Premiere 


The Bletchley Circle: San Francisco Crime mystery July 25, 2018 


Participating broadcasters| edit] 


In addition, of containing the catalogues of BBC and ITV television, BritBox includes 
content from Channel 4 (including Film4), and Viacom through the UK channels Channel 


5 and of Comedy Central. 


Other potential networks to offer content or ownership of BritBox 

include: NBCUniversal (owned by Comcast) and BT. Such collaboration would greatly 
increase BritBox's catalogue and financial resources when competing with other 
streaming platforms like Netflix, Disney+ and Prime Video. BT and NBCUniversal were 
reportedly in early talks with BritBox, but the progress of the talks have yet to be 
stated, with NBCUniversal launching their own streaming service, 'Peacock' in the US in 
2020 and its parent Comcast owning Sky's UK streaming service Now TV, making 
collaboration with NBCUniversal unlikely. BT has since signed a partnership with BritBox 
in which the service will complement it own content. 


Arran Tindall, Senior Vice President, Commercial & Content Distribution, Viacom 
International Media Networks said: “Under Viacom’s ownership we have significantly 
increased Channel 5’s investment in original UK content and we're delighted to bring 
our popular homegrown content to an even wider audience through BritBox, alongside a 
selection of Comedy Central’s much-loved UK programming.” following the 
announcement that Viacom content of Channel 5 and Comedy Central UK would be 
joining the service.“ 


In the early days of BritBox, Channel 4 was reportedly in talks with BritBox for a long 
period, ITV chief executive Carolyn McCall confirmed to RadioTimes.com that talks are 
"continuing" with Channel 4 and said that they will “welcome Channel 4 to BritBox". 
31 On 6 November, the Guardian reported that Channel 4 is to join BritBox, with its 
content expected to be available on the service from early 2020.2 


However, Channel 4 is a publisher-broadcaster, therefore required to commission UK 
content from the independent production companies and currently works with around 
300 creative companies across the UK every year,2# leading Channel 4 to potentially 
lack the rights to many of the shows it broadcasts. Many independent broadcasters 
waver these rights in order to strike more lucrative deals with larger SVODs while 
retaining control over their intellectual property. This would therefore potentially cause 
the UK platform to have differing content from the North American platform. 


Content co-produced between British Broadcasters and Larger SVODs, like Netflix and 
Prime Video, will not be available on all or any BritBox platforms.,#£! these include shows 
like Bodyguard in which a BritBox Spokesperson said "can't come back home", and who 
added that “going forward, we [BritBox] won't license things to Netflix and Amazon in 
the first place because we now have a home, a streaming service in the UK”.22 


The BBC, however, makes much of its content via BBC Studios, as does ITV with ITV 
Studios, and in some instances, for each other, leading to the rights to their 
programming to be in their control.24 
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Excluded content[edit] 
‘Inappropriate’ content[edit] 


A big part of the BritBox catalogue is the extensive archives of the public service 
broadcasters, BritBox faces the challenge of hosting content which contains outdated 
stereotypes and opinions. In response to this, BritBox has announced that it would not 
include classic homegrown series that are deemed to be inappropriate for modern 
audiences. 


BritBox bosses have said a range of classic shows, such as the BBC's Till Death Us Do 
Part and ITV's Love Thy Neighbour, will not appear on the service because of content 
deemed racist or otherwise unacceptable. Reemah Sakaan, the senior ITV executive 
responsible for launching the subscription video-on-demand service, said “We also 
recomply everything that goes on to BritBox [with modern TV viewing standards]. 
There’s also the ability to create bespoke warnings around key programming.” 


Sakaan confirmed that Till Death Us Do Part, first aired on BBC1 in 1965, which features 
the bigoted character Alf Garnett, and ITV's 1970s series Love Thy Neighbour, a sitcom 
about a West Indian couple who move next door to a white English couple, will not 
appear on the service. It Ain’t Half Hot Mum, the BBC comedy about a military band in 
India during the second world war, will also be absent. Some individual episodes of 
some beloved shows that appear on BritBox such as BBC's Only Fools and Horses and 
Fawlty Towers can be also deemed 'inappropriate' therefore eligible to be removed. 


However, it is understood that no Fawlty Towers episodes will be cut from the service 
but will run with warnings of offensive language instead.“ 


New BBC content(edit] 


The sale of rights to BBC content has caused some reporters to be wary of BritBox's 
viability as a platform for new content, due to deals with larger SVODs to exclusively 
stream newer BBC content.“ However, many BBC Studios' deals have given licences to 
some of its content to many other SVODs on a non-exclusive basis. With newer or co- 
produced series more likely to be exclusive to certain SVODs. 


HBO Max(edit] 


The 11 series of 2005 revival and future series 13 and 14 of Doctor Who will be 
exclusive to stream on HBO Max in the US, following a deal struck between the two, on 
August 1, 2019.“4 Other content from BBC Studios such as The Honourable 

Woman, Luther, Top Gear, and the British version of The Office would be available on 
HBO Max on a non-exclusive basis, meaning they would potentially be also available on 
BritBox.“2! 


Discovery[edit] 


On April 1, 2019, a 10-year content partnership was struck between BBC Studios 

and Discovery, which will see Discovery become the exclusive global home of the BBC's 
landmark natural history programs including the Planet Earth, Blue 

Planet and Life franchises for SVOD. The Dynasties series, hosted by Sir David 
Attenborough, is included in the deal, as are future BBC-commissioned landmark series. 
This deal applies Worldwide except the UK, Ireland and Greater China, meaning such 
series may be unavailable on BritBox platforms outside the United Kingdom. Upcoming 
co-produced content between Discovery and BBC Studios would be exclusive to 
Discovery's upcoming streaming platform outside the UK. rasa 


The Discovery deal includes around 500 hours of non-exclusive content, which will still 
be available on other streaming services. A BBC Studios spokesperson told TBI that the 
relationship with Discovery is “very significant and important but it is not 100% 
exclusive on all titles in all regions and is therefore able to co-exist alongside regional 
deals of this type”, following BBC Studios' deal to provide factual content to Greek 
telco OTE’s pay-TV service Cosmote TV&, 


Information[edit] 
Requirements[edit] 


BritBox is only available to residents of the United States, Canada and the United 
Kingdom. UK residents can watch BritBox when temporarily outside the UK but within 
the EU.£21 US and Canadian residents can use BritBox in both the US and Canada (with 
differences in show availability due to rights restrictions) but it cannot be used outside 
of North America (including the UK version of BritBox while in the UK). 


Minimal technical requirements(cdit] 
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When accessing BritBox not via a web browser 
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"Samsung will 
be the first TV 
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BritBox app and 
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the TV device 
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around Black 
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and TalkTalk 
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Sony TVs and 
Humax PVRs. 
The availability 
date for BritBox 
will vary by ISP, 
manufacturer 
and model. 


BritBox app will 
be available on 
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manufacturers, 
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Panasonic, 
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Digihome, JVC, 
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and model. 


UK 


The ability to US 
subscribe to 
Amazon 
Channels is 
exclusive to 
Prime members, 
but you'll need 
to pay 
individual 
subscription 
fees for 
individual 
channels. 
BritBox is an 


available 
channel for US 
Prime 
customers.& Av 
ailable on all 
Amazon Video 
capable devices 
and platforms. 


omer 
layer 
| Wireless media 


Digital media 
player 


More connected TV platforms & devices to be added in 2020 for UK platform. 
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BBC Micro 


BBC Micro Model A/B (standard configuration) 


Developer 


Manufactur 


er 


Type 


Release 


date 


Lifespan 


Introductor 


y price 


Discontinue 


d 


Units sold 


Media 


BBC 


Acorn Computers 


8-bit home computer 


1 December 1981; 38 years ago 


1981-1994 


£235 Model A, £335 Model B (in 1981) 


1994; 25 years ago 


Over 1.5 million 


Cassette tape, floppy disk (optional) - 
5.25” (common) (SS/SD, SS/DD, DS/SD, 
DS/DD), 3.5” (rare) (SS/DD, DS/DD), hard 


disk also known as 'Winchester' 


Operating 


system 


CPU 


Memory 


Storage 


Display 


Graphics 


Sound 


Input 


Connectivit 


y 


(rare), Laserdisc (BBC Domesday Project) 


Acorn MOS 


2 MHz MOS Technology 6502/6512 


16-32 KiB (Model A/B) 


64-128 KiB (Model B+) 
128 KiB (Master) 


Plus 32-128 KB ROM, expandable to 
272 KiB 


100-800 KB (DFS) 


160-1280 KB (ADFS floppy disks) 


20 MB (ADFS hard disk) 


PAL/NTSC, UHF/composite/TTL RGB 


640x256, 8 colours 
(various framebuffer modes) 


78x75, 8 colours (Teletext) 


Texas Instruments SN76489, 4 channels, 
mono 

TMS5220 speech synthesiser with phrase 
ROM (optional) 


Keyboard, twin analogue joysticks with 


fire buttons, lightpen 


Printer parallel, RS-423 serial, user 
parallel, Econet (optional), 1 MHz 


bus, Tube second processor interface 


Power 50 W 


Predecesso Acorn Atom 


r 
Successor Acorn Archimedes 


Related Acorn Electron 


articles 


The British Broadcasting Corporation Microcomputer System, or BBC Micro, is a 
series of microcomputers and associated peripherals designed and built by the Acorn 
Computer company in the 1980s for the BBC Computer Literacy Project, operated by 
the British Broadcasting Corporation. Designed with an emphasis on education, it was 
notable for its ruggedness, expandability, and the quality of its operating system. An 
accompanying 1982 television series, The Computer Programme, featuring Chris 

Serle learning to use the machine, was broadcast on BBC2. 


After the Literacy Project's call for bids for a computer to accompany 

the TV programmes and literature, Acorn won the contract with the Proton, a successor 
of its Atom computer prototyped at short notice. Renamed the BBC Micro, the system 
was adopted by most schools in the United Kingdom, changing Acorn's fortunes. It was 
also successful as a home computer in the UK, despite its high cost. Acorn also 
employed the machine to simulate and develop the ARM architecture which, many 
years later, has become hugely successful for embedded systems, 

including tablets and cellphones. In 2013 ARM was the most widely used 32- 

bit instruction set architecture “2! 


While nine models were eventually produced with the BBC brand, the phrase "BBC 
Micro" is usually used colloquially to refer to the first six (Model A, B, B+64, B+128, 
Master 128, and Master Compact), excluding the Acorn Electron; subsequent BBC 
models are considered part of Acorn's Archimedes series. 


History[edit] 


The BBC Micro team in 2008 


During the early 1980s, the BBC started what became known as the BBC Computer 
Literacy Project. The project was initiated partly in response to an ITV documentary 
series The Mighty Micro, in which Christopher Evans of the UK's National Physical 
Laboratory predicted the coming microcomputer revolution and its effect on the 
economy, industry, and lifestyle of the United Kingdom. 


The BBC wanted to base its project on a microcomputer capable of performing various 
tasks which they could then demonstrate in the TV series The Computer Programme. 
The list of topics included programming, graphics, sound and music, teletext, controlling 
external hardware, and artificial intelligence. It developed an ambitious specification for 
a BBC computer, and discussed the project with several companies including Acorn 
Computers, Sinclair Research, Newbury Laboratories, Tangerine Computer Systems, 
and Dragon Data." 


The Acorn team had already been working on a successor to their 

existing Atom microcomputer. Known as the Proton, it included better graphics and a 
faster 2 MHz MOS Technology 6502 central processing unit. The machine was only at 
the design stage at the time, and the Acorn team, including Steve Furber and Sophie 
Wilson, had one week to build a working prototype from the sketched designs.“ The 
team worked through the night to get a working Proton together to show the BBC. Not 
only was the Acorn Proton the only machine to match the BBC's specification, it also 
exceeded it in nearly every parameter. Based on the Proton prototype the BBC signed 
a contract with Acorn as early as February 1981; by June the BBC Micro's specifications 
and pricing were decided. 


The OS Rom v1.0 contains the following credits: 


(C) 1981 Acorn Computers Ltd.Thanks are due to the following contributors 
to the development of the BBC Computer (among others too numerous to 
mention):- David Allen,Bob Austin,Ram Banerjee,Paul Bond,Allen 

Boothroyd, Cambridge,Cleartone,John Coll,John Cox,Andy Cripps,Chris 
Curry,6502 designers,Jeremy Dion,Tim Dobson,Joe Dunn, Paul 
Farrell,Ferranti,Steve Furber,Jon Gibbons,Andrew Gordon,Lawrence 
Hardwick,Dylan Harris,Hermann Hauser,Hitachi,Andy Hopper,ICL,Martin 
Jackson,Brian Jones,Chris Jordan,David King,David Kitson,Paul 
Kriwaczek,Computer Laboratory,Peter Miller,Arthur Norman,Glyn 
Phillips,Mike Prees,John Radcliffe,Wilberforce Road, Peter 
Robinson,Richard Russell,Kim Spence-Jones,Graham Tebby,Jon Thackray,Chris 
Turner,Adrian Warner,Roger Wilson,Alan Wright. 


Additionally, the last bytes of the BASIC ROM (v2 and v4) include the word "Roger", 
thought to be a reference to Roger Wilson. 


Market impact[edit] 


Keyboard of a Model B, one of two very similar designs used on the model 


The machine was released as the BBC Microcomputer on 1 December 1981, although 
production problems pushed delivery of the majority of the initial run into 1982. 
Nicknamed "the Beeb", it was popular in the UK, especially in the educational 
market; about 80% of British schools had a BBC microcomputer, 222 


BYTE called the BBC Micro Model B "a no-compromise computer that has many uses 
beyond self-instruction in computer technology". It called the Tube interface "the most 
innovative feature" of the computer, and concluded that "although some other British 
microcomputers offer more features for a given price, none of them surpass the BBC ... 
in terms of versatility and expansion capability".24 As with Sinclair's ZX_ 

Spectrum and Commodore's Commodore 64, both released later in 1982, demand 
greatly exceeded supply. For some months, there were long delays before customers 
received the machines they had ordered. 


Efforts were made to market the machine in the United States and West Germany. By 
October 1983, the US operation reported that American schools had placed orders with 
it totalling $21 million.22 In October 1984, while preparing a major expansion of its US 
dealer network, Acorn claimed sales of 85 per cent of the computers in British schools, 
and delivery of 40,000 machines per month.24 That December, Acorn stated its 
intention to become the market leader in US educational computing.“ The New York 
Times considered the inclusion of local area networking to be of prime importance to 
teachers.“ The operation resulted in advertisements by at least one dealer in /nterface 
Age magazine,#= but ultimately the attempt failed. The success of the machine in the 
UK was due largely to its acceptance as an "educational" computer - UK schools used 
BBC Micros to teach computer literacy, information technology skills and a generation of 
games programmers. Acorn became more known for its model B computer than for its 
other products.24 Some Commonwealth countries, including India, started their own 
computer literacy programs around 1987 and used the BBC Micro, a clone of which was 
produced by Semiconductor Complex Limited and named the SCL Unicorn, 22221201 


The Model A and the Model B were initially priced at £235 and £335 respectively, but 
increased almost immediately to £299 and £399 due to higher costs.24 The Model 

B price of nearly £400 was roughly £1200! (€1393)22 in 2011 prices. Acorn anticipated 
the total sales to be around 12,000 units, but eventually more than 1.5 million BBC 
Micros were sold.!21241 


The cost of the BBC Models was high compared to competitors such as the ZX Spectrum 
and the Commodore 64, and from 1983 on Acorn attempted to counter this by 
producing a simplified but largely compatible version intended for game playing, the 
32K Acorn Electron, 't#tonneedea 


Description|edit] 
Hardware features: Models A and B[edit] 


Rear of the BBC Micro. Ports from left to right: UHF out, video out, RGB, RS-423, cassette, 
analogue in and Econet. 


A key feature of the design was the high-performance RAM it was equipped with. A 
common design note in 6502 computers of the era was to run the RAM at twice the 
clock rate as the CPU. This allowed a separate video display controller to access 
memory while the CPU was busy processing the last data it received. In this way, the 
CPU and graphics driver could share access to RAM through careful timing. This 
technique was used, for example, on the Apple and the early Commodore models. 251241 


The BBC machine, however, was designed to run at the faster CPU speed, 2 MHz, double 
that of these earlier machines. In this case, bus contention would normally be an issue 
as there would not be enough time for the CPU to access the memory during the period 
when the video hardware was idle. Some machines of the era made do with the 
contention and the inherent performance hit, as was the case for the Amstrad CPC, Atari 
8-bit family, and to a lesser extent the ZX Spectrum. Others, like the MSX systems, used 
entirely separate pools of memory for the CPU and video, which had the disadvantage 
of slowing access between the two. 


In contrast, the Acorn design specified memory able to allow the CPU and video system 
to access the bus without interfering with each other. To do so, the RAM would have to 
be able to allow four million access cycles per second. At that time, Hitachi was the only 
company considering a DRAM that ran at that speed, the HM4816. To equip the 
prototype machine, the only four 4816s in the country were hand-carried by the Hitachi 
representative to Acorn.22 


The Model A shipped with 16 KB of user RAM, while the Model B had 32 KB. Extra ROMs 
could be fitted (four on the PCB or sixteen with expansion hardware) and accessed 
via paged memory. 


The machines included three video ports, one with an RF modulator sending out a signal 
in the UHF band, another sending composite video suitable for connection to 

common computer monitors of the era, and a separate RGB video port. The separate 
RGB video out socket was originally an engineering requirement from the BBC to allow 
the machine to directly output a broadcast quality signal for use within television 
programming - it can clearly be seen being used on episodes of The Computer 
Programme and Making the Most of the Micro. 


The machine included a number of input/output interfaces: serial and parallel printer 
ports; an 8-bit general purpose digital I/O port; a port offering four analogue inputs, a 
light pen input, and switch inputs; and an expansion connector (the "1 MHz bus") that 


enabled other hardware to be connected. An Econet network interface and a disk drive 
interface were available as options. All motherboards had space for the electronic 
components, but Econet was rarely fitted. 


Additionally, an Acorn proprietary interface named the "Tube" allowed a second 
processor to be added. Three models of second processor were offered by Acorn, based 
on the 6502, Z80 and 32016 CPUs. The Tube was later used in third-party add-ons, 
including a Zilog Z80 board and hard disk drive from Torch that allowed the BBC 
machine to run CP/M programs. 


Separate pages, each with a codename, were used to control the access to the 1/O:24 


Cocena Page Description 
me 

OxFCOO - 

FRED OxFCFF 1 MHz bus 
OxFDOO - 

JIM OxEDFE 1 MHz bus / paged RAM 
OxFEOO - Mapped I/O for resident hardware - video, cassette, 

SHEILA , 
OxFEFF sound, interrupts 


The Tube interface allowed Acorn to use BBC Micros with ARM CPUs as software 
development machines when creating the Acorn Archimedes. This resulted in the ARM 
development kit for the BBC Micro in 1986, priced at around £4000.28 From 2006 a kit 
with an ARM7TDMI CPU running at 64 MHz, with as much as 64 MB of RAM, was 
released for the BBC Micro and Master, using the Tube interface to upgrade the old 8-bit 
micros into 32-bit RISC machines.22 Among the software that operated on the Tube 
were an enhanced version of the Elite video game and a computer-aided design system 
that required a second 6502 CPU and a 3-dimensional joystick named a "Bitstik"[1]. 


The Model A and the Model B were built on the same printed circuit board (PCB) and a 
Model A could be upgraded to a Model B without too much difficulty. Users wishing to 
operate Model B software needed only to add the extra RAM and the 

user/printer 6522 VIA (which many games used for timers) and snip a link, a task that 
could be achieved without soldering. To do a full upgrade with all the external ports did, 
however, require soldering the connectors to the motherboard. The original machines 
shipped with "OS 0.1", with later updates advertised in magazines, supplied as a clip-in 
integrated circuit, with the last official version being "OS 1.2". Variations in the Acorn OS 
exist as a result of home-made projects and modified machines can still be bought on 
internet auction sites such as eBay, as of 2011. 


The BBC Model A was phased out of production with the introduction of the Electron, 
with chairman Chris Curry stating at the time that Acorn "would no longer promote it" 
(the Model AA), etonnecdedl 


Early BBC Micros used linear power supplies at the insistence of the BBC's engineering 
specification, but these very hot-running PSUs were soon replaced in production 
by switched mode units. !tatiorneeden 


An apparent oversight in the manufacturing process resulted in a significant number of 
Model Bs producing a constant buzzing noise from the built-in speaker. This fault could 
be rectified partly by soldering a resistor across two pads. 


There were five developments of the main BBC micro circuit board that addressed 
various issues through the models production, from ‘Issue 1' through to ‘Issue 7' with 
variants 5 and 6 not being released. The 1985 'BBC Microcomputer Service Manual’ 
from Acorn documented the details of the technical changes. 


Per Watford Electronics comments in their '32K Ram Board Manual: 


Early issue BBCs (Issue 3 circuit boards and before) are notorious for out of specification 
timings. If problems occur with this sort of machine, the problem can generally be cured 
by the use of either a Rockwell 6502A CPU chip, or by replacing IC14 (a 74LS245) with 
either another 74LS245 or the faster 74ALS245.84 


Export models( edit] 


The BBC Microcomputer Is Here! 


eet es re oe 


Advert in /nterface Age magazine, November 1983, 'The BBC Microcomputer Is Here! 


Two export models were developed: one for the US,“ with Econet and speech hardware 
as standard; the other for West Germany.2! Both were fitted with radio frequency 
shielding as required by the respective countries, and they were still based on the Intel 
8271 floppy drive controller. From June 1983 the name was always spelled out 
completely - "British Broadcasting Corporation Microcomputer System" - to avoid 
confusion with Brown, Boveri & Cie in international markets. 


US models included the BASIC III ROM chip, modified to accept the American spelling 
of COLOR, but the height of the graphics display was reduced to 200 scan lines to 

suit NTSC TVs,22 severely affecting applications written for British computers. After the 
failed US marketing campaign the unwanted machines were remanufactured for the 
British market and sold,®# resulting in a third 'UK export’ variant.2&4 


Side product| edit] 


In October 1984, the Acorn Business Computer (ABC)/Acorn Cambridge 
Workstation range of machines was announced, based primarily on BBC hardware. 


Hardware features(edit] 


B+64 and B+128/edit] 


Acorn introduced the Model B+ in mid-1985, increasing the total RAM to 64 KB but this 
had modest market effect. The extra RAM in the Model B+ BBC Micro was assigned as 
two blocks, a block of 20 KB dedicated solely for screen display (so-called "Shadow" 
RAM) and a block of 12 KB of ‘special’ Sideways RAM. The B+128 came with an 
additional 64 KB (4 x 16 KB "Sideways" RAM banks) to give a total RAM of 128 KB. 


The new B+ was incapable of operating some original BBC B programs and games, such 
as, for example, the very popular Castle Quest. A particular problem was the 
replacement of the Intel 8271 floppy disk controller2# with the Western Digital 1770 - 
not only was the new controller mapped to different addresses,® it was fundamentally 
incompatible and the 8271 emulators that existed were necessarily imperfect for all but 
basic operation.“ Software that used copy protection techniques involving direct access 
to the controller, simply would not operate on the new system.“ Acorn attempted to 
alleviate this, starting with version 2.20 of the 1770 DFS, via an 8271-backward- 
compatible Ctrl+Z+Break option. 


There was also a long-running problem late in the B/B+'s commercial life infamous 
amongst B+ owners, when Superior Software released Repton Infinity, which refused to 
operate on the B+. A series of unsuccessful replacements were issued before one 
compatible with both was finally released. 


BBC Master| edit] 
Main article: BBC Master 


During 1986, Acorn followed up with the BBC Master, which offered memory sizes from 
128 KB and many other refinements which improved on the 1981 original. It had 
essentially the same 6502-based BBC architecture, with many of the upgrades that the 
original design had intentionally made possible (extra ROM software, extra paged RAM, 
second processors) now included on the circuit board as internal plug-in modules. 


Software and expandability/ edit] 


Front View 


Elite (Acornsoft, 1984). The unusual game screen used two display modes at once, to show both 


detail and colour. 


The BBC Micro platform amassed a large software base of both games and educational 
programs for its two main uses as a home and educational computer. Notable examples 


of each include the original release of Elite’?! and Granny's Garden. Programming 
languages and some applications were supplied on ROM chips to be installed on the 
motherboard. These loaded instantly and left the RAM free for programs or documents. 


Although appropriate content was little-supported by television 
broadcasters, telesoftware could be downloaded via the optional Teletext Adapter and 
the third-party teletext adaptors that emerged. 


The built-in operating system, Acorn MOS, provided an extensive API to interface with 
all standard peripherals, ROM-based software and the screen.“! Features private to 
some versions of BASIC, like vector graphics, keyboard macros, cursor-based editing, 
sound queues and envelopes, were placed in the MOS ROM and made available to any 
application. BBC BASIC itself, being in a separate ROM, could be replaced with any 
equivalent language. 


BASIC, other languages and utility ROM chips resided in any of four 16 KB paged 

ROM sockets, with OS support for sixteen sockets via expansion hardware. The five 
(total) sockets were located partially obscured under the keyboard, with the leftmost 
socket hard-wired for the OS. While the original usage for the perforated panel on the 
left of the keyboard was for a Serial ROM or Speech ROM, a ZIF socket or edgecard 
connector could be installed in that location instead. The socket could be connected to 
one of the empty Sideways/PagedROM sockets via a header cable. The paged ROM 
system was essentially modular. A language-independent system of star commands, 
prefixed with an asterisk, provided the ability to select a language (for 

example *BASIC, *PASCAL), a filing system (*TAPE, *DISC), change settings 

(*FX, *OPT) or carry out ROM-supplied tasks (*COPY, *BACKUP) from the command line. 
The MOS recognised a handful of built-in commands, and polled the paged ROMs in 
descending order for service otherwise; if none of them claimed the command then the 
OS returned a Bad command error. Connecting an external EPROM programmer, one 
could write extensive programs, copy to programmable ROM (PROM) or EPROM, then 
invoke them without taxing user memory. 


Main article: Sideways address space 


Not all ROMs offered star commands (ROMs containing data files, for instance), but any 
ROM could "hook" into certain vectors to enhance the system's functionality. Often the 
ROM was a device driver for mass storage combined with a filing system, starting with 
Acorn's 1982 Disc Filing System whose API became the de facto standard for floppy disc 
access. The Acorn Graphics Extension ROM (GXR) expanded the VDU routines to draw 
geometric shapes, flood fills and sprites. During 1985 Micro Power designed and 
marketed a Basic Extension ROM,! introducing statements such 

as WHILE, ENDWHILE, CASE, WHEN, OTHERWISE, and ENDCASE, as well as direct mode 


commands including VERIFY. 


Acorn strongly discouraged programmers from directly accessing the system variables 
and hardware, favouring official system calls.“ This was ostensibly to make sure 
programs kept working when migrated to coprocessors that utilised the Tube interface, 
but it also made BBC Micro software more portable across the Acorn range. Whereas 
untrappable PEEKs and POKEs were commonly used by other computers to reach the 
system elements,““ programs in either machine code or BBC BASIC would instead pass 
parameters to an operating system routine. In this way the MOS could translate the 
request for the local machine or send it across the Tube interface, as direct access was 
impossible from the coprocessor. Published programs largely conformed to the API 


except for games, which routinely engaged with the hardware for greater speed, and 
thus required a particular Acorn model. 


As the early BBC Micros had ample I/O allowing machines to be interconnected, and as 
many schools and universities employed the machines in Econet networks, numerous 
networked multiplayer games were created. With the exception of a tank game, Bolo, 
few became popular, in no small measure due to the limited number of machines 
aggregated in one place. A relatively late but well documented example can be found in 
a dissertation based on a ringed RS-423 interconnect.“ 


Peripheralsj(edit] 


In line with its ethos of expandability Acorn produced its own range of peripherals for 
the BBC Micro, including: 


e Joysticks 

e Tape recorder 

e Floppy drive interface upgrade 

e Floppy drives (single and double) 
e Econet networking upgrade 

e Econet Bridge 

e Winchester disk system 

e 6502 Second Processor 

e Z80 Second processor (with CP/M and business software suite) 
e 32016 Second processor 

e ARM Evaluation System 

e Teletext adapter 

e Prestel adapter 

e Speech synthesiser 

e Music 500 synthesiser 

e BBC Turtle (robot) 

e BBC Buggy 

e JEEE 488 Interface 


Other manufactures such as Torch Computers also produced an abundance of add-on 
hardware, some the most common being: 


e RGB monitors 

e Printers, plotters 

e Modems 

BBC BASIC built-in programming language| edit] 
Main article: BBC BASIC 


BASIC prompt after switch-on or hard reset. 


The built-in ROM-resident BBC BASIC programming language interpreter realised the 
system's educational emphasis and was key to its success; not only was it the most 
comprehensive BASIC compared to other contemporary implementations but it ran very 
efficiently and was therefore fast. Advanced programs could be written without 
resorting to non-structured programming or machine code (necessary with many 
competing computers). Should one want or need to do some assembly programming, 
BBC BASIC featured a built-in assembler that allowed a very easy mixture of BBC BASIC 
and assembler for whatever processor BBC BASIC was operating on. 


When the BBC Micro was released, many competing home computers used Microsoft 
BASIC, or variants typically designed to resemble it. Compared to Microsoft BASIC, BBC 
BASIC featured IF...THEN...ELSE, REPEAT...UNTIL, named procedures and functions, but 
retained Goto and GOSUB for compatibility. It also supported high-resolution graphics, 
four-channel sound, pointer-based memory access (borrowed from BCPL) and 
rudimentary macro assembly. Long variable names were accepted and distinguished 
completely, not just by the first two characters. 


Other languages| edit] 


Acorn had made a point of not just supporting BBC Basic but a number of contemporary 
languages, some of which were supplied as ROM chips to fit the spare 'Sideways-ROM' 
sockets on the motherboard. Other languages were supplied on tape or disk based. 


Programming Languages from Acorn: 


e ISO Pascal (2x 16 KB ROM + floppy disk) 

e §-Pascal (disk or tape) 

e BCPL (ROM plus further optional disk based modules) 

e Forth (16 KB ROM) 

e LISP (disk, tape or ROM) 

e Logo (2x 16 KB ROM) 

e Turtle Graphics (disk or tape) 

e Micro-PROLOG (16 KB ROM) 

e COMAL (16 KB ROM) 

e Micro Focus CIS COBOL (running under CP/M on floppy disks via the Z80 second 
processor) 


Successor machines| edit] 


Main article: Acorn Archimedes 


Acorn produced their own 32-bit Reduced Instruction Set (RISC) CPU during 1985, the 
ARM1. Furber composed a reference model of the processor on the BBC Micro with 808 
lines of BASIC, and ARM Holdings retains copies of the code for intellectual property 
purposes.#! The first prototype ARM platforms, the ARM Evaluation System and the 
A500 workstation, functioned as second processors attached to the BBC Micro's Tube 
interface. Acorn staff developed the A500's operating system /n situ through the Tube 
until, one by one, the on-board I/O ports were enabled and the A500 ran as a stand- 
alone computer.“ With an upgraded processor this was eventually released during 
1987 as four models in the Archimedes series, the lower-specified two models (512 KB 
and 1 MB) continuing the BBC Microcomputer brand with the distinctive red function 
keys. Although the Archimedes ultimately was not a major success, the ARM family of 
processors has become the dominant processor architecture in mobile embedded 
consumer devices, particularly mobile telephones. 


Acorn's last BBC-related model, the BBC A3000, was released in 1989. It was essentially 
a 1 MB Archimedes back in a single case form factor. 


Retro computing scene[edit] 
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Acorn co-founder Hermann Hauser playing a game on a Master in 2012 


As of 2018, thanks to its ready expandability and I/O functions, there are still numbers 
of BBC Micros in use, and a retrocomputing community of dedicated users finding new 
tasks for the old hardware. They still Survive in a few interactive displays in museums 
across the United Kingdom, and the Jodrell Bank observatory was reported to be still 
using a BBC Micro to steer its 42 ft radio telescope during 2004.5% The Archimedes 
came with 65Arthur, an emulator which BYTE stated "lets many programs for the BBC 
Micro run"; other emulators exist for many operating systems.&2! 


Clockwise from top left: Hermann Hauser, Andy Hopper, Christopher Curry, Sophie Wilson, David 


Allen, Chris Serle, David Kitson, Chris Turner, and Steve Furber at the BBC Micro 30th anniversary 


in 2012 


In March 2008, the creators of the BBC Micro met at the Science Museum in London. 
There was to be an exhibition about the computer and its legacy during 2009. 


The UK National Museum of Computing at Bletchley Park uses BBC Micros as part of a 


scheme to educate school children about computer programming. =! 


In March 2012, the BBC and Acorn teams responsible for the BBC Micro and Computer 
Literacy Project met for a 30th anniversary party, entitled "Beeb@30". This was held 
at ARM's offices in Cambridge and was co-hosted by the Centre for Computing History.=4 


Continued development and support(edit] 


Long after the "venerable old Beeb"! was superseded, additional hardware and 
software has been developed. Such developments have included Sprow's 


1999 zip compression utility and a ROM Y2K bugfix for the BBC Master.==! 


There are also a number of websites still supporting both hardware and software 
development for the BBC micros and Acorn in general. sasz 


Specifications (Model A to Model B+128)[edit] 


Model 


Model A B 


Processor MOS Technology 6502A at 2 MHz 
RAM 16 KB 32 KB 
ROM 32 KB of ROM composed of a 


16 KB MOS (Machine Operating 
System) chip, and 16 KB read- 


Model B+64 


2 MHz 


64 KB 
composed of 
32 KB standard 
memory, 20 KB 
video (Shadow) 
memory and 

12 KB extended 
(special 
Sideways) 
memory. 


Model B+128 


Rockwell Semiconductor 6512A at 


128 KB 
composed of 
32 KB standard 
memory, 20 KB 
video (Shadow) 
memory and 

76 KB extended 
(Sideways) 
memory. 


48 KB of ROM composed of 16 KB 
MOS, 16 KB DFS, and 16 KB read- 
only paged space defaulting to 


Keyboard 


Display 


Graphics 


Sound 


Tape storage 


Disk storage 


only paged space defaulting to 
the BBC BASIC chip. Four paged 
16 KB ROM sockets standard, 
expandable to 16. 


the BBC BASIC. 


Full-travel keyboard with a top row of ten red-orange function keys f0- 
f9. These generated text semigraphics when pressed with CTRL or 
SHIFT, and could be programmed with keyboard macros. The arrow 
keys and BREAK could also serve as function keys. Links on the 
keyboard PCB allowed users to select the behaviour of Shift+ Break, 
and Display Mode on Power-up/Break. At least two slightly different 
keyboards were used during the life of the Model B; both had the 
same layout, but one had a slightly higher profile on each key. 


6-pin DIN digital RGB connector +5 V/0 V, 
1 V p-p composite colour or monochrome 
video (link S39) and built-in UHF (PAL) RF 
modulator. 


As Model B except RGB 
(Optional upgrade, 
soldering required). 


Configurable graphics in Modes 0-6 (see 
As Model B, but Modes table below) based on the Motorola 


0,1, 2, and 3 not 6845 CRT controller or Mode 7, a 
available due to lack of | special Teletext mode, based 
memory. a Mullard SAA5050 Teletext chip and only 


taking 1 KB of RAM. 


Four independent sound channels (one noise and three melodic) using 
the Texas Instruments SN76489 sound chip. Phoneme-based speech 
synthesis using the Texas Instruments TMS5220 with a custom Acorn 
ROM (the "PHROM", a TMS6100) of Kenneth Kendall's voice (optional). 


Tape interface (with a relay operated motor control, controlled via 2 
pins on a circular 7-pin DIN connector), using the CUTS [Computer 
Users' Tape Standard] variation of the Kansas City standard data 
encoding scheme operating at 1200 or 300 baud. 


Optional floppy disk interface Floppy disk controller based on 
based initially on the Intel 8271 the Western 


Hard-disk 
storage 


Serial Interface 


Parallel 
interface 


User port 


Analogue 
interface 


1 MHz Bus 


controller and later on 


the WD1770, also requiring the 
installation of the DFS (disk filing 
system) ROM (and of soldered 


connector on Model A). 


(5.25" floppy drive usually used) 
- Densities: Single-Sided, Single 
Density[SS/SD], Single-Sided, 


Digital WD1770 controller 
and DFS ROM as standard (except 
ANB51, ANB52£21521), 


Double-Density[SS/DD], Double- 
Sided, Single-Density[DS/SD] and 


Double-Sided, Double- 
Density[DS/DD]. 


None (lack of memory). 


Optional upgrade, 
soldering required. 


Optional upgrade, 
soldering required. 


Optional upgrade, 
soldering required. 


Optional upgrade, 
soldering required. 


Optional upgrade, 


Additional ADFS ROM required, external 
drive unit connected to the 1 MHz 

Bus interface. (Winchester Hard disc 
drives with 5 MB, 10 MB or 20 MB 
capacities. Maximum of 512 MB per drive, 
up to four drives). 


5-pin 'domino'-DIN RS-423 serial port. 


26-pin IDC Centronics-compatible parallel 
port. 


20-pin IDC "user port" with 8 general 
purpose digital I/O pins and two 
special/trigger sensitive digital pins used for 
control purposes (for e.g. a turtle when 
using the Logo programming language). 


DA15 socket with four 8/12 bit analogue 
inputs based on uPD7002 IC (suitable for 
two joysticks), two inputs suitable for 

pushbuttons and an input for a light pen. 


34-pin IDC connector for generic expansion 


on a "daisy-chain" (used for connecting 


ering quea hard disks, sound synthesisers etc.). 


40-pin IDC connector for external second 
CPU. Options included a second 6502, 

a Zilog Z80, the ARM Evaluation System, or 
a National Semiconductor 32016 (the latter 
was either branded "BBC Microcomputer 
System - 32016 Second Processor" or 
"Acorn Computer - Cambridge Co- 
Processor"), other vendors added 6809, 
6800, 68000 and 68008. A 10 MHz 80186 
co-processor from a BBC Master can be 
connected through a co-processor adapter 
to a BBC Micro, thus enjoying a limited 
degree of PC compatibility. 


Optional upgrade, 


The Tube soldering required. 


Network (Optio | Econet large-scale low-cost networking system - around 100 kbit/s 
nal extra) using the Motorola 68B54 (standard on US model). 


Power supply for external disk drives, 6-pin, top to bottom, left to 
right: 

ONTON 

t5VDCOT25A FI2VDEOLT25A 

NC, —5 V DC @75 mA, 


Secondary 
power output 


Display modes/[edit] 


Like the IBM PC with the contemporary Color Graphics Adapter, the video output of the 
BBC Micro could be switched by software between a number of display modes. These 
varied between 20 and 40-column text suitable for a domestic TV, to 80-column text 
best viewed with a high-quality RGB-connected monitor (The 80-column mode was often 
too blurred to view when using a domestic TV via the UHF output). The variety of modes 
offered applications a flexible compromise between colour depth, resolution and 
memory economy. In the first models, the OS and applications were left with the RAM 
left over from the display mode. 


Mode 7 was a Teletext mode, extremely economical on memory and an original 
requirement due to the BBC's own use of broadcast teletext (Ceefax). It also made the 
computer useful as a Prestel terminal. The teletext characters were generated on board, 
for use with monitors and TV sets without a Teletext receiver. Mode 7 used only 1 KB for 
video RAM by storing each character as its ASCII code, rather than its bitmap image as 
was needed for the other modes. 


Modes 0 to 6 (the 'ASCII' modes) could display colours from a logical palette of sixteen: 
the eight basic colours at the vertices of the RGB colour cube and eight flashing colours 
made by alternating the basic colour with its inverse. The palette could be freely 
reprogrammed without touching display memory. Modes 3 and 6 were special text-only 
modes that used less RAM by reducing the number of text rows and inserting blank scan 
lines below each row. Mode 6 was the smallest, allocating 8 KB as video memory. Modes 
0 to 6 could show diacritics and other user defined characters. All modes except 7 
supported bitmapped graphics, but graphics commands such as DRAW and PLOT had no 
effect in the text-only modes. 


The BBC B+ and the later Master provided 'shadow modes’, where the 1-20 KB frame 
buffer was stored in an alternative RAM bank, freeing the main memory for user 
programs. This feature was requested by setting bit 7 of the mode variable, i.e. by 
requesting modes 128-135. 


Resolution (XxY) Video RAM 
Graphics Harowa 
re use Type 
mode 
Char Pixel colours d m 
cells HER (KB ap 
) 
0x3000- Graphic 
0 80 x 32 | 640 x 256 2 20 Ox7 FFF 5 
0x3000- Graphic 
ji 40 x 32 | 320 x 256 4 20 Ox7FFE z 
0x3000- Graphic 
D 20 x 32 | 160 x 256 8 20 Ox7 FFF ‘ 
0x4000- 
3 80 x 25 | 640 x 200 2 16 Ox7FFE Text 
0x5800- Graphic 
4 40) x 32 | 320 x 256 2 10 Ox7 FFF 3 
5 20 x 32 | 160 x 256 A aio) eee E 


Ox7FFF S 


0x6000- 


6 40 x 25 | 320 x 200 2 8 Ox7 FFF Text 
480 x 0x7C00- 
7 (Teletext) 40 x 25 5001 8 Il 0x7FFF Text 


Optional extras[edit] 


A speech synthesis upgrade based on the Texas Instruments TMS5220 featured 
sampled phonemes spoken by BBC newscaster Kenneth Kendall. The speech system 
was standard on the US model where it had an American vocabulary. Elsewhere it sold 
poorly and was eventually largely replaced by Superior Software's software-based 
synthesiser using the standard sound hardware. 


The speech upgrade also added two empty sockets next to the keyboard intended to 
take 16 KB serial ROM cartridges containing either extra speech phoneme data (in 
addition to the default speech ROM fitted to the motherboard), or general software 
accessed through the ROM Filing System. The original plan was that some games would 
be released on cartridges, but due to the limited sales of the speech upgrade, little or 
no software was ever produced for these sockets. The cut-out space next to the 
keyboard (nicknamed the "ashtray") was more commonly used to install other 
upgrades, such as a ZIF socket for conventional paged ROMs. 


Use in the entertainment industry[edit] 


The BBC Domesday Project, a pioneering multimedia experiment, was based on a 
modified version of the BBC Micro's successor, the BBC Master. 


Musician Vince Clarke of the British synth pop bands Depeche Mode, Yazoo, 

and Erasure used a BBC Micro (and later a BBC Master) with the UMI music sequencer to 
compose many hits.“ In music videos from the 1980s featuring Vince Clarke, a BBC 
Micro is often present or provides text and graphics such as a clip for Erasure's "Oh 
L'Amour". The musical group Queen used the UMI Music Sequencer on their record A 
Kind of Magic. The UMI is also mentioned in the CD booklet. Other bands who have used 
the Beeb for making music are A-ha and the reggae band Steel Pulse. Paul Ridout is 
credited as "UMI programmer" on Cars' bassist/vocalist Benjamin Orr's 1986 solo 
album, The Lace. Other UMI users included Blancmange, Alan Parsons and Mutt Lange. 
1 Black Uhuru used the Envelope Generator from SYSTEM software (Sheffield) running 
on a BBC Micro, to create some of the electro-dub sounds on Try It (Anthem album 
1983). 


The BBC Micro was used extensively to provide graphics and sound effects for many 
early 1980s BBC TV shows. These included, notably, series 3 and 4 of The Adventure 
Game; the children's quiz game "First Class" (where the onscreen scoreboard was 
provided by a BBC Micro nicknamed "Eugene"); and numerous 1980s episodes of Doctor 
Who including "Castrovalva", "The Five Doctors", and "The Twin Dilemma”. 


Legacyledit] 


In June 2018, the BBC released its archives of the Computer Literacy Project. 


See also[edit] 


EIGBBC portal 
1980s portal 


e Acorn Electron 
e Acorn Archimedes 


e BBC Computer Literacy Project 2012 
e BBC Master 


e Raspberry Pi 


e RiscPC 
e Micro Bit - modern successor to the project 
e TV 


o Micro Men - BBC documentary drama 

o Micro Live - BBC television programme 

o Making the Most of the Micro - BBC television programme 
e Magazines 

o BEEBUG - user group magazine 

o (BBC) Acorn User 

o The Micro User (also Known as Acorn Computing) 
e WDR computer 
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External links[edit] 


Wikimedia Commons 
=) has media related 


to BBC Micro. 


e BBC Micro at Curlie 

e BeebWiki - BBC Micro Wiki 

e Acorn and the BBC Micro: From education to obscurity (archived) 

e The Acorn BBC Micro @ The Centre for Computing History 

e BBC Micro connected to the Internet converting RSS headline feeds from the BBC 
News site into audio 

e BBC Microcomputers 


e Video of a BBC computer show from 1985 
e The BBC Microcomputer User Guide 


BBC Programme Identifier 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


A BBC Programme Identifier (PID) is an alphanumeric, persistent, unique 
identifier for a television or radio programme brand, a season or series, or an individual 
episode, used by the BBC in their web URLs, iPlayer viewers, and internal databases. = 


All PIDs consist of a lower-case letter, followed by seven or more other characters which 
may be lower case letters, or digits. Vowels (a, e, i, o, u) are not used, so that offensive 
words cannot be generated inadvertently. The first letter "b" means the content 
reference identifier (CRID) authority is Red Bee; a "p" means that the authority is the 
BBC's Programme Information Pages database, (PIPs). An "s" is used internally, for PIDs 
identifying partners and suppliers. Other sources, denoted by different opening letters, 
could potentially be introduced. 


For example, the PID for the series The Life Scientific is b015sqc7*! while the PID for the 
individual episode of that show first broadcast on 8 July 2014 is b04810g3 which is used 
in its URL, http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b04810g3 ."! 


PIDs have been created retrospectively, for some programmes from the pre-digital era. 
51 An example, in the "p" range, is the PID for the 1956 Desert Island Discs episode 
featuring Ada Cherry Kearton, p009y95q.” 


Most PIDs have eight characters, but in the past, some World Service programmes were 
given eleven-character PIDs, starting with "w"; an example is wer5dr3dn13 .® 


The BBC encourages viewers and listeners to machine tag media relating to 
programmes, on social sites such as Flickr, and their own blog posts, using the relevant 
PID, in the format bbc:programme=b04810g3 .™ 


PIDs are also used to identify BBC programmes, in Wikidata.”” 
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External links[edit] 


Wikidata has the 
property: 
WM) 
e «BBC programme 
ID (P827) (see uses) 


e Description of use of PIDs in linked data 
e Article on the development of PIDs 
e 2004 post explaining thinking behind BBC URL structure 


e BBC Programmes and Music on the Linking Open Data Cloud - 2008 Presentation 
on SlideShare by Patrick Sinclair, Content Producer at the BBC 

e Linked Data on the BBC - 2009 Presentation on SlideShare by Patrick Sinclair, 
Content Producer at the BBC 


BBC One 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


For the BBC radio stations, see BBC Radio 1 and BBC Radio 1Xtra. 


"BBC Television Service" redirects here. For the BBC department, see BBC Television. 


BBC One 
Launched 2 November 1936; 83 years 
ago"! 
Owned by BBC 
Picture format 1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 19.2% (August 2019, BARB) 
Country United Kingdom 
Broadcast area United Kingdom and Crown 


Dependencies 


Worldwide 


Formerly called BBC Television Service 


(2 November 1936 - 8 October 


Sister channel(s) 


Website 


Freeview 


Digitenne 


(Netherlands) 


Freesat 


1960) 

BBC TV 

(8 October 1960 - 20 April 
1964) 

BBC1 

(20 April 1964 - 4 October 
1997) 


BBC Two 

BBC Four 

BBC News 

BBC Parliament 
CBBC 


CBeebies 


BBC One 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 1 (SD) 
Channel 101 (HD) 


Channel 19 (HD) 


Satellite 


Channel 101 (HD; SD in 
England only) 

Channel 106 (HD, England 
only) 

Channel 108 (SD) 

Channels 950-967, 972, 973, 


Sky 


Sky (Ireland) 


Astra 2E (28.2°E) 


Astra 2G (28.2°E) 


BFBS 


Virgin Media 


976, 978 (regional variations) 


Channel 101 (HD; SD in 
England only) 

Channel 115 (HD, England 
only) 

Channel 801 (SD) 
Channels 951-968, 976- 


979 (regional variations) 


Channel 141 (SD/HD) 
Channel 832 (SD) 
Channels 954, 976 (regional 


variations) 


10773 H 22000 5/6 
10788 V 22000 5/6 
10803 H 22000 5/6 
10818 V 22000 5/6 
10847 V 23000 3/4 (HD) 


11023 H 23000 3/4 (HD) 


Channel 1 
Channel 11 (Delayed) 


Cable 


Channel 101 (HD; SD in 
England only) 

Channel 108 (HD, England 
only) 

Channels 851, 861- 


864 (regional variations) 


Virgin Media (Ireland) 


Ziggo (Netherlands) 


Numericable (Belgium 


) 


Naxoo (Switzerland) 


UPC 


Switzerland (Switzerla 


nd) 


WightFibre 


Telenet Digital 
TV (Belgium) 


Caiway (Netherlands) 


DELTA (Netherlands) 


Kabel 


Noord (Netherlands) 


Belgacom 


TV (Belgium) 


KPN (Netherlands) 


Channel 108 
Channel 139 (HD) 


Channel 61 (HD) (England) 
Channel 952 (SD) (London) 


Channel 30/79 (London) 
Channel 107 (HD England) 


Channel 213 


Channel 200 (SD) / Channel 


201 (HD) 


Channel 1 


Channel 120 (London) 
Channel 62 (HD England) 


Channel 34 (HD) (England) 


Channel 475 (HD) (England) 


Channel 140 (HD) (England) 


IPTV 
Channel 67 (Brussels) 
Channel 23 (Flanders) 


Channel 213 (Wallonia) 


Channel 26 (HD) (England) 


T-Mobile (Netherlands) Channel 111 (HD) (England) 


Tele2 (Netherlands) Channel 29 (HD) (England) 


Eir Vision Channel 201 
Channel 208 (HD) 


Swisscom Channel arbitrary (HD) 


TV (Switzerland) 


Streaming media 


BBC iPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
TVPlayer Watch Live (UK only) 
Horizon Go Watch live (Ireland only) 


Watch live (Switzerland only) 


Ziggo ZiggoGO.tv (Europe only) 
GO (Netherlands) 


BBC One (or BBC1 and BBC 1) is the first and flagship television channel of the BBC in 
the United Kingdom, Isle of Man and Channel Islands. It was launched on 2 November 
1936 as the BBC Television Service, and was the world's first regular television 
service with a high level of image resolution.” It was renamed BBC TV in 1960, using 
this name until the launch of the second BBC channel BBC2 in 1964, whereupon the 
BBC TV channel became known as BBC1, with the current spelling adopted in 1997. 


The channel's annual budget for 2012-13 was £1.14 billion. The channel is funded by 
the television licence fee together with the BBC's other domestic television stations, and 
shows uninterrupted programming without commercial advertising. It is currently the 
most watched television channel in the United Kingdom, ahead of its traditional rival for 
ratings leadership, ITV. 


As of June 2013, the channel is headed by Charlotte Moore, the BBC's Director of 
Content. 


History[edit] 
Early years and launching([edit] 


Replica of an Emitron camera used to make the earliest 405-line programmes broadcast on the 
channel 


Main article: BBC Television 


The BBC began its own regular television programming from the basement 

of Broadcasting House, London, on 22 August 1932. The BBC Television Service officially 
began regular broadcasts on 2 November 1936 from a converted wing of the Alexandra 
Palace in London.“ On 1 September 1939, two days before Britain declared war on 
Germany, the station was taken off air with little warning, with one of the last 
programmes to be shown before the suspension of the service being a Mickey 

Mouse cartoon;® the government was concerned that the VHF transmissions would act 
as a beacon to enemy aircraft homing in on London. BBC Television returned on 7 June 
1946 at 15:00. Jasmine Bligh, one of the original announcers, made the first 
announcement, saying, "Good afternoon everybody. How are you? Do you remember 
me, Jasmine Bligh?". The Mickey Mouse cartoon of 1939 was repeated twenty minutes 
later. 


Creation of BBC One@ledit] 


The BBC held a statutory monopoly on television broadcasting in the United Kingdom 
until the first Independent Television station began to broadcast on 22 September 1955, 
when ITV started broadcasting. The competition quickly forced the channel to change its 
identity and priorities following a large reduction in its audience. 


The 1962 Pilkington Report on the future of broadcasting noticed this, and that ITV 
lacked any serious programming. It therefore decided that Britain's third television 
station should be awarded to the BBC.” 


The station, renamed BBC TV in 1960, became BBC1 when BBC2 was launched on 20 
April 1964 transmitting an incompatible 625-line image on UHF. The only way to receive 
all channels was to use a complex "dual-standard" 405- and 625-line, VHF and UHF, 
receiver, with both a VHF and a UHF aerial. Old 405-line-only sets became obsolete in 
1985, when transmission in the standard ended, although standards converters have 
become available for enthusiasts who collect and restore such TVs. 


BBC1 was based at the purpose-built BBC Television Centre at White City, 

London between 1960 and 2013. Television News continued to use Alexandra Palace as 
its base—by early 1968 it had even converted one of its studios to colour—before 
moving to new purpose-built facilities at Television Centre on 20 September 1969. 


In the weeks leading up to 15 November 1969, BBC1 unofficially transmitted the 
occasional programme in its new colour system, to test it. At midnight on 15 November, 
simultaneously with ITV and two years after BBC2, BBC1 officially began 625- 

line PAL colour programming on UHF with a broadcast of a concert by Petula Clark. 

1 Colour transmissions could be received (in monochrome) on monochrome 625-line 
sets until the end of analogue broadcasting. 


In terms of audience share, the most successful period for BBC1 was under Bryan 
Cowgill between 1973 and 1977, when the channel achieved an average audience 
share of 45%.™ This period is still regarded by many as a golden age of the BBC's 
output, with the BBC achieving a very high standard across its entire range of series, 
serials, plays, light entertainment and documentaries. !e#analresearch? 


On 30 December 1980, the BBC announced their intention to introduce a new breakfast 
television service to compete with TV-am. The BBC stated it would start broadcasting 
before TV-am, but made clear their hands were tied until November 1981 when the new 
licence fee income became available, to help finance extending broadcast hours, with 
the hope of starting in 1982. On 17 January 1983, the first edition of Breakfast Time was 
shown on BBC1, becoming the first UK wide breakfast television service and continued 
to lead in the ratings until 1984.121231 


Michael Grade era (1984-1987) [edit] 


In 1984, Bill Cotton become managing director of Television at the BBC, and set about 
overhauling BBC1, which had been slated for poor home grown shows, its heavy 
reliance on US imports, with Dallas and The Thorn Birds being BBCI1's highest rated 
programmes and ratings being over 20% behind ITV. Cotton recruited Michael Grade to 
become Controller of BBC1 from 1 September 1984 “4 the first time the Corporation 
had recruited someone outside of the BBC,2# replacing Alan Hart, who has been 
criticised for his lack of knowledge in general entertainment, as he was head of BBC 
Sport prior to 1981. 


The first major overhaul was to axe the unpopular Sixty Minutes current affairs 
programme: this was a replacement for the news and magazine show Nationwide. Its 
replacement was the BBC Six O'Clock News,™2 a straight new programme in a bid to 
shore up its failing early evening slot. It was believed the BBC were planning to cut 
short the evening news and move more light entertainment programming in from the 
18:20 slot, but this was dismissed. The Miss Great Britain contest was dropped, being 
described as verging on the too offensive after the January 1985 contest, with Worlds 
Strongest Man and International Superstar also being cancelled.2# 


BBC1 was relaunched on 18 February 1985 with a new look, new programming 
including Wogan, EastEnders and a revised schedule to help streamline and maintain 
viewers throughout the course of the evening. Grade started to gear most programmes 
to either on the hour or half past the hour, while Panorama and Omnibus were both 
moved after the Nine O'Clock News."* Grade was also determined to end the dated and 
inept BBC1 scheduling which was hampering the network and which was holding back 
good programmes. Grade stated "When | took over BBC1, | discovered there were 
wonderful things, it was just a case of where to put them." Wogan had been scheduled 
for a 10 pm slot, but Grade moved it to a 7 pm slot as he believed the show had 
potential. 2% 


From February to August 1985, a high number of American mini-series were broadcast 
while filming took place of a number of new home grown programmes, including ‘A//o 
‘Allo!, In Sickness and in Health, and Open All Hours. Further improvement came about 
when the corporation strengthened its drama output costing £30 million, with eight new 
series, including Howards' Way, All Creatures Great and Small, Hold the Back Page, 

and B/uebill, along with the return of Bergerac and Big Deal. The increase in the drama 
department was achieved by switching the money away from the administrative service 
over a three-year period, after BBC1 was criticised for failing in matching ITV's output in 
drama.24 EastEnders was moved to a 19:30 slot, where it managed to soar to 20 million, 
helping the BBC1 audience share increase to nearly 50% for the first time since 1982. 


On 27 February 1985, Doctor Who was placed on an 18-month hiatus. The BBC 
originally planned to axe the series as they wished to spend its budgets on new 
programming for the channel, but was forced to back down from public pressure and 
Doctor Who returned in September 1986. At the time Michael Grade and Jonathan 
Powell were blamed for the decision (Grade was the target of death threats2”) but it was 
later revealed that the decision was taken due to the series running out of creative 
inspiration, making it impossible to find anyone (at the time) who knew what to do with 
the series. 22231 


On 9 September 1985, the long-standing children's programming block was overhauled 
and rebranded as Children's BBC, which gave it dedicated idents for the first time and 
had a live in-vision presenter, similar to rival ITV's Children's ITV block which had been 
running since January 1983. Previously the BBC had broadcast children's programming 
using BBC1's team of regular duty announcers. The launch presenter for this block, and 
thus the first Children's BBC presenter of the current format, was Phillip Schofield. 


On 23 May 1986, long-running lunchtime magazine show Pebble Mill at One was 
broadcast for the last time after 14 years on the air. On 27 October 1986, BBC1 
launched its daytime television schedules." In a statement, BBC Daytime head Roger 
Laughton said: 


It was the natural extension of the corporation's commitment to public 
service broadcasting, since half the population had access to television 
during the day mainly the retired, unemployed and housewives. 


1990s(edit] 


ggg 


Logo of BBC1 from 16 February 1991 to 4 October 1997 


Stereo audio transmissions, using the NICAM digital stereo sound format began on BBC1 
in late 1987, to coincide with the sale of the first consumer NICAM-enabled equipment, 
a year after BBC2, and were gradually phased in across BBC TV output, although it took 
until 31 August 1991 for the service to begin officially on both channels. During this 
time, both commercial analogue broadcasters, ITV and Channel 4 had officially 

begun stereo transmissions using the BBC-developed NICAM system. Widescreen 
programming was introduced on digital platforms in 1998. 


For the first fifty years of its existence, with the exception of films and purchased 
programmes from the United States and elsewhere, almost all the channel's output was 
produced by the BBC's in-house production departments. This changed following the 
passing of the Broadcasting Act 1990, which required that 25% of the BBC's television 
output be out-sourced to independent production companies.22 By 2004 many popular 
BBC One shows were made for the channel by independents, but the in-house 
production departments continued to contribute heavily to the schedule. 


In March 1991, as part of the £63 million programme package for spring and summer 
line up on BBCI, it was announced an extra £20 million was to be spent on rejuvenating 
the channels drama and comedy output during peak times, which meant the channel 
would be in a healthy state once the new Channel 3 licences were awarded. 


In December 1991 Wogan was to be cancelled, due to falling ratings against a number 
of ITV shows, in which Wogan only managed six million viewers compared to double 

for This Is Your Life, The Krypton Factor and The $64,000 Question. Additionally an extra 
£40 million a year was spent on narrowing the gap on ITV's ratings lead, since a few 
months prior to this the channel had been criticised for its Autumn schedule, having 
tired formats, uninspiring scheduling of new programmes and poor scripts. 

271 Wogan was replaced with Eldorado, in early July 1992, but this was itself cancelled a 
year later. 


Alan Yentob launched the 1993 Autumn schedule calling it "My first try with a lot of help 
from my friends", with the channel still under criticism, following the start of new 
programming Alan introduced a year earlier and the number of summer repeats. £175 
million was spent on 80 hours of original drama produced, enchantment to the arts with 
an extended 26-week run for Omnibus, and documentaries with The Downing Street 
Years, new wildlife series and an eight-month look at Sheffield's Children's hospital, 
while Goodnight Sweetheart, Grace & Favour and The Danny Baker Show were new 
comedy series.22 Lois & Clark: The New Adventures of Superman was brought in to give 
the Saturday night line up a bit of variety. 


Following the public disapproval of filling its schedule with 25% of repeats during the 
summer months in 1993, BBC1 agreed to broadcast an extra 110 hours worth of original 
programming over the same period during the summer in 1994, which included 

giving EastEnders an additional episode per week. Efficiency savings of £25 million were 
found which were redeployed on the new productions. The savings were seen as a 
vindication so for the producer choice, the controversial market-oriented drive 
introduced in April 1993.23 


By March 1999, the channel admitted defeat in its ratings war with ITV, with its Spring 
line up with a stronger emphasis on serious factual programmes, educations and drama. 
This change in strategy came about after continuing complaints that the channel was 
appealing to the lowest common denominator to win viewers, which has left it 
chastened by the hoax guests on The Vanessa Show, over reliance on docusoaps and 
the dropping of the vilified Noel's House Party. Alan Yentob said "The spring package is 
to remind people of what the BBC is here for, Range and ambition you won't find 
anywhere else at peak time". The changes help the channel distinguish itself from (as 
one BBC executive said) "its downmarket rival and would not compete for viewers on 
ITV's terms."84 


2000s[edit] 


Lorraine Heggessey became Controller of BBC One, a post she took up on 1 November 
2000.2223 She had previously been sounded out about the job in 1997 after Michael 
Jackson's departure, but had turned down the opportunity as she felt she was then not 
yet experienced enough.24 


During Heggessey's five years in charge, BBC One's audience share fell by 19.9%, to 
23%, although this was in the context of declining audience figures across all British 
television channels due to increased competition from multichannel digital television. 

851 However, in 2001 BBC One overtook its main rival ITV in terms of annual audience 
share for the first time since the rival channel had launched in 1955,5% although much of 
this was down to the success of the channel's daytime television line-up, which had its 
own Controller: Jane Lush.24 


When Heggessey arrived at the channel in November 2000, she inherited two 
controversial schedule changes which had been implemented the previous month, at 
the behest of Director-General of the BBC Greg Dyke; the Nine O'Clock News had been 
moved to the later time of 22:00 and Panorama moved from a Monday night prime time 
slot to a later slot on Sunday nights.24 The moving of Panorama attracted criticism that 
BBC One was sidelining serious programming in favour of more populist output. 

ea Heggessey publicly defended the decision, despite it not being hers, claiming 

that Panorama's ratings would have "dwindled" in its previous slot.24 


Heggessey and the BBC's Controller of Drama Commissioning, Jane Tranter, took 
advantage of the weekday 21:00 slot opened up by the moving of the news to 
commission new popular drama output, such as the successful Waking the Dead (2000- 
2011) and Spooks (2002-2011). Celebrity dancing show Strictly Come Dancing (2004- 
present) was also a popular success on Saturday nights,22 although another Saturday 
night entertainment series, Fame Academy, faced accusations of being too derivative of 
the output of commercial rivals, and during Heggessey's era the channel frequently 
came under attack for being too populist and not providing enough serious 
programming. 


In 2002, Heggessey took the decision to abandon the traditional "Globe" idents the 
channel had used in a variety of forms for its between-programme idents since 1963. 


They were replaced by a new style of on-air identity for the channel, the "Rhythm & 
Movement" idents. The new idents attracted criticism for going against the traditions of 
the channel“ and pandering to "political correctness", as they featured activities 
performed by people of various ethnicities.“ The abandonment of a station clock, and 
perceived lack of a ‘serious ident’, also put the BBC in an embarrassing situation just 
one day into the new look with the death of the Queen Mother. 


One of Heggessey's most notable decisions and last major success at the channel was 
the recommissioning of the science-fiction drama series Doctor Who, which had been a 
popular hit in previous decades but ceased production in 1989. Heggessey and Jane 
Tranter recommissioned the series in September 2003, after Heggessey had spent two 
years persuading the BBC's commercial arm, BBC Worldwide, to abandon their attempts 
to make a feature film version of the programme and allow it instead to return to BBC 
One.“ The new version of Doctor Who (2005-present) debuted on 26 March 2005 and 
became a critical and popular hit,“ with Paul Hoggart of The Times newspaper 
describing the series as "a joyful, exuberant reinvention and a fine legacy from Ms 
Heggessey. "45 


Heggessey did later concede in a 2005 interview with The Independent newspaper 
that arts programming had suffered a cutback under her control of BBC One. 

831 However, she did respond to this omission following criticism from the Board of 
Governors of the BBC by commissioning programmes such as the arts documentary 
series /magine... (2003-present) and A Picture of Britain (2005).42 


On 14 February 2005 it was announced that Lorraine Heggessey was to leave the BBC 
to take up the post of Chief Executive at production company Talkback Thames.“# She 
left on 15 April. Five months after her departure, BBC One was named "Channel of the 
Year" at the Edinburgh Television Festival, primarily on the strength of Heggessey 
commissions such as Strictly Come Dancing and Doctor Who.“4 


Joining the channel as Controller in 2005, Peter Fincham oversaw the commissioning of 
several successful BBC One programmes including Robin Hood (2006-2009), Jane 

Eyre (2006) and How Do You Solve a Problem Like Maria?, which was followed by similar 
shows Any Dream Will Do and I'd Do Anything because of its success.” His first full year 
in charge of the channel saw a year-on-year growth in the audience share, with a rise 
from 22.2% in August 2005 to 23.6% in August 2006.2! 


Fincham also directly initiated the creation of both The One Show (2006-present), an 
early evening, current-affairs and lifestyle magazine programme, which now runs all but 
two weeks of the year, and Davina (2006), a prime time chat show, the latter hosted 
by Davina McCall, who presented Big Brother. However, Davina was a critical and 
ratings disaster, which Fincham subsequently admitted was personally his fault, 
although he defended the strategy of experimenting with the BBC One schedule. This 
he continued in January 2007, when he moved the current affairs series Panorama from 
its Sunday night slot back to the prime time Monday evening slot from which it had 
been removed in 2000, most likely in response to a demand from the Board of 
Governors of the BBC for the channel to show more current affairs programming in 
prime time. 


BI BIC 


ONE 


Logo of BBC One from 29 March 2002 to 7 October 2006 


Fincham's judgement was again called into question, this time by The Te/egraph, for his 
decision to spend £1.2 million replacing the channel's ‘Rhythm and Movement' idents, 
which had been introduced by his predecessor Lorraine Heggessey several years earlier, 
with the !Circle' idents, a set of eight ten-second films, some of which were shot abroad 
in locations such as Mexico and Croatia. Fincham later found himself having to 
publicly defend the £18 million salary that the BBC paid Jonathan Ross in 2006, 
although Ross's BBC One work—primarily consisting of Friday Night with Jonathan Ross 
—formed only part of his overall BBC commitment. 


The channel was named Channel! of the Year at the 2007 Broadcast Awards.& 
The One to Watch campaign(edit] 


Following its rebrand in March 2002, BBC One launched The One to Watch campaign, 
during which animated blocks created the word "The" and moved into the BBC logo. 
Each new campaign incorporating the theme retained the same animated sequence. 


In May 2007, Fincham took the decision to drop Neighbours, an Australian soap opera, 
from BBC One after 21 years on the channel, when its producers significantly raised the 
price they wanted the BBC to pay for it in a bidding war. Fincham commented that it 
was ‘a big loss', but that BBC One would not pay ‘the best part of 

£300 million’. Neighbours left the channel in spring 2008 to move to Channel 5.24 The 
Weakest Link was moved from BBC Two to fill the gap, with the afternoon CBBC slot 
moving 20 minutes earlier. 


There was further controversy in July 2007 when Fincham was accused of misleading 
BBC One viewers. The incident involved a clip from forthcoming documentary A Year 
with the Queen which was shown to journalists during a press conference. It apparently 
showed the Queen storming out of a session with American photographer Annie 
Leibovitz over a disagreement about what she should wear, but the BBC subsequently 
admitted that the scenes used in the trailer had been edited out of their correct order, 
meaning that a false impression was given. Fincham admitted the error, but rejected 
calls that he should resign from his position as a result.®" His future was deemed 
uncertain following critical comments from Sir Michael Lyons, Chairman of the BBC 
Trust and he resigned on 5 October 2007. 


In 2009, a report published by the BBC Trust found said scheduling changes had led toa 
decrease in viewers. This was especially noticeable for Blue Peter and Newsround, two 
of CBBC's flagship programmes; B/ue Peter which recorded its lowest viewing numbers 
since it started in 1958, and Newsround with fewer than 100,000 viewers compared to 
225,000 in 2007.213 


2010s[edit] 


An image of 'Digit Al' sitting on the last BBC1 mechanical ident, taken from the last analogue BBC 
One Northern Ireland transmission on 23 October 2012 at 23:31 GMT. 


As part of the Delivering Quality First proposals submitted by the BBC in October 2011 
and approved by the BBC Trust in May 2012, all children's programming on BBC One 
and Two would be moved permanently to the CBBC and CBeebies channels following 
the digital switchover.! It was found that the majority of child viewers watched the 
programmes on these channels already and that only 7% of these children watched 
CBBC programmes on BBC One and Two only, it was made clear "Children's 
programmes are absolutely fundamental to the BBC and that is why we have protected 
investment in them in the light of cuts elsewhere." Children's programming on BBC 
One ended on 21 December 2012. The move was criticised by Teletubbies co- 
creator Anne Wood, who described the changes as "ghettoising children's programmes" 
and believe it was merely a cost-cutting measure. Wood said "On the one hand it is 
inevitable. But it is dismissive of children. There is a certain amount of overlooking of 
the fact that children's programmes do get a wider audience than people are aware 

of ... | have frequently had letters from older people who have enjoyed my programmes 
as much as children do. A lot of the reason older people like to watch children's 
programming is because it is life-enhancing." Head of BBC Children's, Joe Godwin said: 
"Our young viewers are our priority and the vast majority of children in the UK already 
tune in to CBeebies and CBBC to find their favourite BBC children's programmes. Far 
from being a 'cynical' move, we're just following where our audience has already 

gone. "su 


As part of the review in 2012 other changes were brought in, including: 


e BBC One is reducing the minimum hours of arts and music from 45 to 40, achieved 
through cutting episodes of shows, in particular Film 2013. 

e BBC One and Two will "largely be protected from making significant cuts". 

e Repeats on BBC One will increase, but remain under 10% of all output (the current 
rate is 8.4% | citation needed) | 

e Expenditure on sports rights will be cut by 15%. This had largely been achieved 
already by sharing rights to Formula 1 coverage from 2012 (it was later dropped 
entirely from 2016). 


In 2012, the BBC out-bid ITV for the rights to air a British version of Dutch TV talent 
show The Voice. The BBC paid £22 million for the rights to broadcast the show in the UK 
for two years. The Voice UK achieved good ratings for the BBC but ratings dropped 
towards the end of the first series and the second series. In 2013, The Voice UK was 
rescheduled to avoid a clash, and as a result, ratings have improved. In November 
2015, it was announced that The Voice UK would be moving to ITV from 2017. 


Sister channels[edit] 
BBC One +l1[edit] 


On 8 October 2013, the BBC announced plans to launch a one-hour timeshift of the 
channel, named BBC One +1.'! The channel would have replaced BBC Three in 2016. 
However, On 30 June 2015, the BBC Trust rejected the plans for a BBC One +1 channel 
as they stated that it would be at the expense of commercial rivals. 


BBC One HD(edit] 


BBC One HD logo 


BBC One HD, a simulcast of BBC One in 1080i high-definition (HD), launched on 3 
November 2010 at 19:00 with The One Show. The channel simulcasts a network 
version of BBC One in High Definition, with HD versions of programmes including Doctor 
Who, Holby City, The One Show, Strictly Come Dancing and The 

Apprentice. EastEnders was also made available in HD from Christmas Day 2010. All 
programmes still made in standard-definition were upscaled on the channel, with the 
intention that by 2012 the vast majority of the channel's output would be in high- 
definition. On 30 May 2012 '«#ationneede!’ the satellite and terrestrial resolution was increased 
to full HD. 


BBC One HD at launch did not offer regional variations, and therefore the channel could 
not broadcast during regional programming slots, most noticeably the local news 
programmes. The BBC Trust admitted that this was due to technical and financial 
constraints, but the BBC announced on 6 June 2011 that the national variations of BBC 
One Northern Ireland, BBC One Scotland and BBC One Wales, would become available 
from 2012.4 On 24 October 2012, Northern Ireland received the first variation. A 
Scottish variation launched on 14 January 2013, followed by a Welsh variation on 29 
January 2013.2 Unlike BBC One HD, which is capable of broadcasting audio content in 
full 5.1 DTS, BBC One Wales HD and BBC One Northern Ireland HD are both currently 
only broadcasting audio in PCM stereo, even when programming is otherwise identical 
to that of BBC One HD. On 16 July 2013, the BBC indicated that it also wants to launch 
regional variants of BBC One HD across England, however this would require the 
approval of the BBC Trust, with a proposal due to be presented within six months.“ On 
18 November 2013, the Northern Irish regional variant of BBC One HD was swapped 
with the SD channel on Sky's EPG for HD subscribers. This was followed by the Welsh 
and Scottish variants on 10 December.”! On 24 March 2014, BBC One Scotland, Wales 
and Northern Ireland HD launched on Freesat, Sky and Virgin Media outside the regions 
they were originally seen in. 


On 31 March 2016, BBC One HD in England moved from channel 141 on 

the Sky electronic programme guide to channel 115, a position vacated by BBC Three, 
which had been switched to internet-only six weeks earlier. Changes 

in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland were also scheduled but delayed for ‘technical 
reasons’ 221 


Contemporary programming[edit] 
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BBC One's remit is to be the BBC's most popular mixed-genre television service across 
the UK, offering a wide range of high quality programmes. It should be the BBC's 
primary outlet for major UK and international events and it should reflect the whole of 
the UK in its output. A very high proportion of its programmes should be original 
productions. 


— BBC One remit 


Excluding sporting events and news coverage, the top five most watched programmes 
at their peak viewing points (according to BARB) were:&4 


Ran Number of 
k Show Episode viewers Date 
(millions) 
25 
1 Den divorces Angie. 30.1582 December 
1986* 
EastEnders 
New Year Episode - Sharon is m 1 January 
2 stalked. 2000 1987* 
Only Fools a 
3 a ai "Time on Our Hands" 24.3514 December 
and Horses 
1996 
4 EastEnders Everyone is telling Mark to 24.3085 2 January 


tell Michelle about his illness. 1992* 


Number of 


oe Show Episode viewers Date 
(millions) 
5 Michelle tells Den that she is 24.1515 7 January 
pregnant. 1988* 


With a mission to provide programmes for all licence-fee payers, it has sport, news, 
current affairs, and documentaries. It has historically broadcast children's programmes 
(now taken from CBBC and CBeebies). The channel remains one of the principal 
television channels in the United Kingdom and provides 2,508 annual hours of news and 
weather, 1,880 hours of factual and learning, 1,036 hours of drama, 672 hours of 
children's, 670 hours of sport, 654 hours of film, 433 hours of entertainment, 159 hours 
of current affairs, 92 hours of religion and 82 hours of music and arts. £2 


Since 1990, the BBC has had to commission output from other domestic suppliers. 
Although the statutory target remains 25% for independent production companies to 
contribute programming for BBC One, 33% of output was made by them in 2010-11. 
‘881 The quota of original programming in peak times is set at 90%, however 100% of 
peak programming was original in 2010-11. Over the whole day, the total for the 
same year was 89%, against a quota of 70%. #1 


2,508 annual hours of news and weather (293 in peak, 1,049 of BBC News simulcasts) 
are provided by regular news programmes The Briefing, BBC Breakfast, the BBC News 
at One, BBC News at Six and the BBC News at Ten each including BBC regional news 
programmes. All three main news bulletins have a lead over their rival programmes on 
ITV and other terrestrial or cable channels. During the weekend period, three separate 
bulletins around these three time periods are broadcast and vary in length from 10-25 
minutes. BBC One has broadcast overnight simulcasts from the BBC News 

Channel (which itself is simulcasting with BBC World News) since 1997; the latter in turn 
simulcasts the majority of all regular BBC One bulletins. When BBC One is broadcasting 
a BBC News special, it hands some of its daytime programming to BBC Two. 


Each year 159 hours of current affairs programmes are broadcast on BBC One, 

including Panorama and Watchdog. Politics is also covered, with programmes 

including Question Time and This Week shown. Crimewatch, a programme appealing for 
help in unsolved crimes, is broadcast monthly. 


BBC One shows 1,880 hours of factual and learning programming annually. This 
includes a wide range of shows such as nature documentaries such as Planet Earth as 
well as lifestyle-format daytime programmes and a number of reality television formats 
and the One Life strand. 


BBC One broadcasts 1,036 hours of drama each year, more than any other BBC 
channel. There are four half-hour episodes of EastEnders each week (not shown on 
Wednesdays), with an omnibus episode at the weekend, plus hospital 

dramas Casualty and Holby City. Other popular dramas on BBC One include crime 
dramas such as New Tricks, a programme of which even episode repeats have beaten 
ITV ratings on numerous occasions. 


BBC One has traditionally been the home of children's television: Blue Peter had been 
broadcast on the channel prior to the Children's BBC strand, and sections such as the 
pre-school Watch with Mother being transmitted on the channel for several decades. 
This became more pronounced with the launch of Children's BBC, later renamed 
"CBBC". This new strand was broadcast primarily on BBC One in the late afternoons, as 
well as Saturday and Sunday mornings also such as Going Live! and Live & Kicking, 
each lasting two to three hours. The launch in 2002 of dedicated digital channels for this 
content —the CBBC Channel and CBeebies—did not affect this provision. Combined with 
BBC Two, the channel broadcast 2,195 hours of children's programmes in 2010, mostly 
in the late afternoons on weekdays. Saturday morning children's programming moved 
to BBC Two in 2006 following a three-month trial. 


Sports coverage on BBC One includes Premier League football highlights on Match of 
the Day, The Championships, Wimbledon, the London Marathon, and other 
international athletics and swimming events, the Olympic Games, Rugby league, Rugby 
Union, Snooker tournaments and more. 


The BBC showed the 2010 FIFA World Cup, splitting the group stage matches with ITV. 
The BBC had first pick of matches from the second round. Repeats made up 8.4% of 
peak programming in 2010-11, up from 8.0% for 2008-09.£2 Programming on this 
channel costs an average of £162,900 per hour. 


British and international films are broadcast for 654 hours each year on BBC One. This is 
mainly late-night fillers with some box office hits at Christmas and holiday periods. 
Sometimes on a Saturday afternoon there is a film on to fill the gap between 
entertainment shows but very rarely has there been one in that slot. 


Entertainment programming on BBC One includes game shows such as the National 
Lottery, Total Wipeout, Strictly Come Dancing and chat shows such as The Graham 
Norton Show. 


The annual 92 hours of religious programming comprise weekly editions of live Songs of 
Praise, Christian services and other shows from independent production companies. 
Mentorn Oxford produces Heart and Soul, described as "a new multi-faith programme 
featuring a panel and a studio audience", followed by Life from the Loft which is made 
by the Leeds-based company True North.£ In 2005 BBC One was criticised for reducing 
the amount of religious programming, previously 101 hours per year. 


BBC One broadcasts many comedy programmes, often on Friday nights. These have 
included the stand-up comedy show Live at the Apollo, sitcom Outnumbered, and 
satirical quiz show Have I Got News for You. Saturday evening is also a popular slot for 


a comedy show such as Michael Mcintyre's Big Show and The Armstrong and Miller 
Show. 


As the weekly popular music chart programme Top of the Pops was dropped in 2006 
(except for the Christmas Day edition), BBC One broadcast 49 hours of music and arts 
programming in 2010.22 The majority of this was /magine, presented by Alan Yentob, 
and classical music concerts, in particular some of the BBC Proms. 


BBC One's daytime line-up was a major factor in it overtaking ITV as the most popular 
channel in 2000, a position it has retained, even though ITV achieves a higher audience 
share during the daytime. The morning daytime line-up consists of lifestyle shows, 
such as Homes Under the Hammer and Bargain Hunt, the afternoons contain drama 
with daily soap Doctors and classic US drama, such as Diagnosis: Murder. Sometimes a 
drama such as Land Girls is shown in the afternoons. 


Between 15:05 and 17:05 was the CBeebies/CBBC broadcasting strand, with its own 
visual identity. Historically, BBC One's most popular daytime programme 

was Neighbours, with audience figures approaching five million. On 11 February 2008, 
BBC One dropped Neighbours and the programme has since been broadcast on Channel 
5.5 In its place the quiz show The Weakest Link, moved from BBC Two, later replaced in 
2011 by Pointless. 


On 16 May 2012, the BBC announced the children's block of shows would be moved 
permanently to CBBC and CBeebies upon the completion of the Digital switchover. In 


its place appear the game show Perfection, plus Escape to the Country and Put Your 
Money Where Your Mouth Is. 


Presentation|[edit] 
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The BBC One 'Hippos' ident (2006-16) 


BBC One's identity has been symbolised by a globe shown on its idents for much of its 
existence. The first BBC ident was shown on 2 December 1953, known as the Bat's 

Wings. In 1962 this was replaced by a map of the UK shown between programmes, and 
in 1963 the globe appeared, changing in style and appearance over the next 39 years. 


Most notably, on 18 February 1985, the "Computer Originated World" was introduced. 
This was a computer-animated globe with the land coloured gold and the sea a 
transparent blue, giving the impression of a glass globe. This was replaced by the 
"Virtual Globe" on 16 February 1991. On 4 October 1997, the globe became a red, 
orange and yellow hot-air balloon, coloured to resemble a globe. It was filmed flying 
around various places in the UK. 


The BBC One 'Exercise Class' ident (2017-present) 


On 29 March 2002, the globe was replaced by a series of visual identities, "idents", 
consisting of people dancing in various styles. These were replaced on 7 October 2006 
by the 'circle' idents. According to the BBC, the circle symbol both represents 
togetherness (unity) and acts as a link to the classic globe icon used for 39 years. 


81 They ran until 4 December 2016, when that year's Christmas idents launched. On 1 
January 2017, a new ident set launched, based on the theme of "oneness", 222201 


Regional variations[edit] 


BBC One has individual continuity and opt-outs for Scotland," Wales"! and Northern 
Ireland.” Each variant maintains the BBC One logo with the addition of the country 
name beneath it. 


In England,“ each region has an individual regional news and current affairs 
programme opt-out as well as a limited amount of continuity. During these opt-outs, the 
region name is displayed as with the national variations, beneath the main channel 
logo. UK Today, a news programme, was shown nationally to digital viewers in place of 
regional programmes when they were unavailable to broadcast on analogue television. 
The programme was discontinued in 2002 and replaced by a transmission of BBC 
London News until all BBC regions were made available digitally. 


BBC One Scotland has the greatest level of variation from the generic network, owing 
to BBC Scotland scheduling Scottish programming on the main BBC Scotland channel, 
rather than on BBC Two. BBC One Scotland variations include the soap opera River 
City and the football programme Sportscene, the inclusion of which causes network 
programming to be displaced or replaced. 


BBC One Wales was considered a separate channel by the BBC as early as its launch in 
the mid-1960s, appearing as BBC Wales.2% 


Availability outside the UK[edit] 


BBC One (Northern Ireland) is widely available in the Republic of Ireland on cable and 
satellite television. BBC One is also available on cable and IPTV in 

the Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland and Liechtenstein. On 27 March 2013 it was 
offered by British Forces Broadcasting Service (BFBS) to members of HM Forces and 
their families around the world, replacing the BFBS1 TV channel, which already carried a 
selection of BBC One programmes.2 


All feeds of BBC One in both SD and HD are broadcast unencrypted on the Astra 2E 
satellite, allowing viewing across France, Belgium, Germany, and parts of Spain and the 
Netherlands.24 


Accessibility| edit] 


The BBC announced in May 2008 that it had achieved its aim for all programming to 
have subtitles for viewers with hearing difficulties.2°2°91 The BBC also offers audio 
description on some popular BBC One programmes## for visually impaired-viewers. The 
percentage of the BBC's total television output with audio description available is 10%, 
having been increased from 8% in 2008.44 


Controllers of BBC Onefedit] 


e 1963-1965: Donald Baverstock 
e 1965-1967: Michael Peacock 

e 1967-1973: Paul Fox 

e 1973-1977: Bryan Cowgill 

e 1977-1981: Bill Cotton 


1981-1984: 
1984-1987: 
1987-1993: 
1993-1996: 
1996-1997: 
1997-2000: 
2000-2005: 
2005-2007: 
2007-2008: 
2008-2010: 
2010-2013: 


Alan Hart 

Michael Grade 
Jonathan Powell 
Alan Yentob 
Michael Jackson 
Peter Salmon 
Lorraine Heggessey 
Peter Fincham 

Roly Keating (acting) 
Jay Hunt 

Danny Cohen 


e 2013-present: Charlotte Moore! 


See also[edit] 


(a e Book: BBC Channels 
—— ] (UK) 


HIGEBBC portal 


e Prewar television stations 
e List of television programmes broadcast by the BBC 
e List of television stations in the United Kingdom 
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The history of BBC television idents begins in the early 1950s, when the BBC first 
displayed a logo between programmes to identify its service. As new technology has 
become available, these devices have evolved from simple still black and white images 
to the sophisticated full colour short films seen today. With the arrival of digital services 
in the United Kingdom, and with them many more new channels, branding is perceived 
by broadcasters to be much more important, meaning that idents need to stand out 
from the competition. 


This article describes the development of the BBC's main television channels' identities. 


BBC Television Service/BBC One[edit] 


Pre-1969 [edit] 
Main article: BBC One pre-1969 idents 


The first incarnation of the globe, introduced in 1963 (1963-1964) 


The original BBC Television Service was launched on 2 November 1936 and was taken 
off the air at the outbreak of war in September 1939, returning in June 1946. As the only 
public television service in Britain, and initially in the world, there was no need for a 
station ident in the early days. However, with the imminent arrival of commercial 
television in Britain, 2 December 1953 saw the arrival of the first ident, nicknamed the 
"Bat's Wings". This was an elaborate mechanical contraption constructed by Abram 
Games, which featured a tiny spinning globe in the centre, surrounded by two spinning 
"eyes", with lightning flashes to either side. Unlike later idents, this was filmed, rather 
than live. The model was temperamental, and broke down shortly after it was filmed. 
w By the early 1960s the "Bat's Wings" had been superseded by the "BBC tv" logo 
within a circle, beneath which would appear a map of Britain split into the BBC's 
broadcast regions. 


The channel's most famous emblem, the globe, appeared in its first guise on 30 
September 1963. The first such ident featured the continuity announcer speaking over a 
rotating globe while a "BBC tv" caption would appear with the announcement, "This is 
BBC Television" being made. 


The launch of sister channel BBC2 saw the channel renamed BBC1 on 20 April 1964, 
although the name was not changed on-screen until the introduction of the "watch- 
strap" globe in 1966. The reason the change was delayed was due to coverage of BBC2 
being limited; BBC1 remained "BBC tv" in the meantime. 


The Noddy System Mechanical Globe (1969-1985) [edit] 
Main article: Noddy (camera) 


The "mirror globe" ident, the first ident in colour (1969-1974) 


BISC | 


The final mirror globe using the twin-striped BBC1 legend (1981-1985) 


The device used to create the image above 


On 15 November 1969, BBC1 began transmitting in colour, and introduced the first 
version of the "mirror globe" ident. The word "Colour", identifying this new feature, was 
included in the station ident, and separate, more expensive colour television 

licences were offered. Originally, the mirror globe had a blue logo and landmasses to 
enhance the clarity of the image on black and white screens. In January 1972 the BBC1 
ident was revised with the "Colour" identification being italicised. On 28 December 1974 
the mirror globe was altered to a much friendlier blue and yellow on a dark blue 
background and the BBC1 logo was changed to Futura Bold typeface. The "Colour" 
identification was removed from the name. The trailers around this time changed as 
well to incorporate the Double striped BBC1 logo, which would later become part of the 
next ident in 1981 when the mirror globe was revised. 


The globe was changed one last time on 5 September 1981 to the double striped BBC1 
logo, sitting below a lime green and blue globe on navy blue background. Also, the 
globe was repainted about this time, which resulted in South Africa having a pointed tip. 
The idents were generated by the Nexus Orthicon Display Device (abbreviated to NODD 
and pronounced "noddy"), which worked by filming an image in black and white and 
electronically adding colour before the image was aired. This made it very easy for 
technical crew to manipulate the colours of the image for whatever reason (like a logo 
revamp). This technique was also used on the clock and schools idents, which were also 
filmed in black and white by the same camera and had colour added later on. The 
camera would be set up looking at a bank of clocks, idents, globes and breakdown 
captions and could be turned to look at any of these idents. The black and blue mirror 
globe was recreated to introduce Life on Mars which itself is set in the 1970s. 


A mechanical clock had always accompanied the globe.“ However, when BBC2 
introduced their computerised ident, the technicians started working on an electronic 
clock to accompany the new looks. This was completed in 1982, and the design of the 
clock was changed for the first time in many years. The mechanical clocks had a "polo" 
mint centre with points around the clock face that increased in thickness as you went 
around the clock. The new electronic clocks had double line markers at 12, 3, 6 and 9, 
with single line markers everywhere else. The new clocks also had a single centre dot. 
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The Computer Originated World (COW) (1985-1991)[edit] 
Main article: Computer Originated World 


In 1985, the first computer generated BBC One ident was introduced, the "Computer Originated 
World" (Feb 1985 - Feb 1991) 


By 1985, computer graphics technology had progressed sufficiently that on 18 February 
the mechanical mirror globe was retired in favour of the new "Computer Originated 
World", or 'COW', which showed a semi-transparent blue globe with golden continents 
and gold "BBC1".2 It was created by the BBC graphics and computer departments with 
work starting on it in 1983, following the success of the electronic BBC2 ident and the 
clocks. The globe was originally planned to launch on 1 January 1985 but was delayed 
until 18 February that year by the then controller of BBC One, Michael Grade, in order to 
make part of a new look for the channel and a new evening line-up, 

including Wogan and EastEnders, as ratings began to slide. From start-up until 6:00pm 
that evening, the older NODD mirror globe was used. From 7:00pm until closedown that 
night, the newer COW globe was used. The first programme to be introduced by this 
new globe was Wogan, a chat show presented by Terry Wogan.“ The COW globe went 
down well with the public, and changed the perception of the channel. Also, for the first 
time, Holding slides, trailers and promotions included the BBC1 golden logo, bringing 


the brand together. The COW globe also used the same clock face as before, with some 
changes.“2|, The colours had changed to a black background with blue counters and 
gold hands. The BBC1 was also included in the bottom. However, the centre dot was 
removed for some unknown reason, although it remained on the BBC1 Wales and 
Scotland clocks. 


The Computer Originated World (Virtual Globe) (1991- 


1997 ) [edit] 
Main article: BBC One ‘Virtual Globe’ ident 


The "Virtual globe", designed by the Lambie-Nairn branding agency (February 1991 - October 
1997) 


The Computer Originated World was replaced on 16 February 1991 by a new virtual 
globe, designed by Martin Lambie-Nairn's branding agency, Lambie-Nairn, who had first 
made an impact with Channel 4's original 1982 ident. The idents were computer 
generated and were played from modified Laserdisc players and had no soundtrack. The 
ident consisted of a figure "1" inside a rotating transparent globe surrounded by a 
swirling smokey atmosphere above the BBC's corporate logo - the bold italic letters B B 
C within three rhomboids, above blue red and green flashes.= The globe doesn't look 
instantly like one, but land masses can be seen in the globe and their shadows can be 
seen on the background of the ident. The idents were "unveiled" on that week's Going 
Live!, the Saturday morning magazine show on Children's BBC at the time, by Phillip 
Schofield and Sarah Greene, although the globe already officially debuted before then. 
There was also a new clock that accompanied the new look which used GNAT 
(Generated Network Analogue Time). This clock mimicked the movement of an 
analogue clock, as the minute hand moved every second. The counters on the clock 
also changed, with alternating dashes and dots. The clock had no reference that it was 
BBC1, instead it had the BBC logo below the clock. The clock was modified in 1992 toa 
smaller size, so that the clock was the same size as the virtual globe ident. 


The Balloon (1997-2002) (edit} 


Main article: BBC One ‘Balloon’ idents 


Sutaities 


EVEN ONE 


The balloon over Cley next the Sea (1997-2002) 


On 4 October 1997 the globe was dramatically updated when it left the computer to 
take the form of a hot-air balloon filmed over various landmarks throughout the UK (and 
occasionally appearing in other countries e.g. over Sydney Harbour during the 2000 
Summer Olympics). The idents featured the new name of the channel: BBC One, 
renaming which continued across the rest of the BBC's channels, and also featured the 
new BBC corporate logo. The original set of idents were recorded on location, however 
in later versions the balloon was digitally added onto the location footage, as this was 
cheaper than filming the real balloon many times. Over the next two and a half years, 
no fewer than 59 different variations of the BBC One balloon ident were produced. From 
June 2000, the URL of the BBC's website, then known as BBC Online, was included in all 
BBC One and BBC Two idents. The globe idents also saw the introduction of Widescreen, 
including the first widescreen idents. 


Rhythm & Movement (2002-2006) [edit] 
Main article: BBC One ‘Rhythm & Movement' idents 


The "Capoeira" and other idents marked the departure of the globe that was used as BBC One's 
symbol for over 39 years. (2002-2006) 


A change in controller at BBC One saw the balloon globe icon become the shortest-lived 
ident package of the colour television era. The new controller, Lorainne Heggessey, 
made no secret of her hate for the Balloon idents, as she believed them to be slow, dull 
and boring and believed that they said nothing about a channel. Because of this 
opinion, she ordered a review of the current branding. Because of this review, after 39 
years, the globe style was replaced on 29 March 2002 by new idents featuring a new 
multicultural theme. The relaunch also saw a new logo for the channel based upon that 
of BBC Two, though the logo was instead the BBC logo and the word "ONE" below it 
within a red box. The box style later became a common style for the BBC's channels. 


The new idents were collaboratively called the ‘Rhythm and Movement! idents and 
featured dancers at various locations dancing to different musical styles. These proved 


to be hugely unpopular; some viewers accused the BBC of being overtly politically 
correct, as one of the idents involved disabled dancers in wheelchairs, while other 
viewers were dismayed that the longstanding globe motif had been abandoned after 39 
years. This was also the first new presentation package not to include a clock though 
one had been designed — it had become difficult to transmit the time accurately, given 
the delay introduced by satellites and digital transmission. 


Circles (2006-2016) (edit) 


Main article: BBC One 'Circle' idents 


The circle idents were introduced on 7 October 2006. 


After four years, the idents were replaced themselves by a new set introduced on 7 
October 2006, abandoning the overtly red colour scheme yet retaining the colour 
slightly less obviously as the main colour. The relaunch brought about a new channel 
logo once more with the box replaced in favour of a lowercase name, effectively 
appearing as "° one". 


The idents are based on a circle motif, with content much more diverse than the 
previous: swimming hippos, motorcycle stunt riders, children playing "ring a roses", lit 
windows, surfers, football players, the moon, kites, and a red arc circling the logo. The 
first of the new idents shown was 'Kites', appearing at 9:58 BST on 7 October. According 
to former channel controller Peter Fincham, the new circle motif is both a link to the 
classic globe icon used since 1963, and a 'nod' to the channel's heritage, as well as a 
symbol of unity, in the way the channel brings people together. The "Moon" and 
"Windows" idents were dropped in July 2008. On 2 May 2009, the circle idents were 
edited with shorter video sequences and new soundtracks (except "Hippos" and 
"Surfers"). 


As of 2016, this was the longest time BBC One has ever stayed with one era of idents 
without changing. 


Oneness (2017-present) [edit] 
Main article: BBC One ‘Oneness’ idents 


A new set of idents themed around "oneness" was introduced on 1 January 2017. 
Commissioned by the BBC's in-house creative agency, it shows groups of people coming 
together through their activities in everyday life.“ 


BBC Twol[edit] 
Launch Ident (1964-1967 ) [edit] 


Main article: BBC Two Launch ident 


The BBC Two ident from the channel's launch in 1964 


BBC Two is the second BBC channel and the third channel to air in the UK. Following the 
success of BBC tv, the third channel was awarded to the BBC. Following this, the BBC 
planned a brilliant night's entertainment for their opening night. However, the opening 
extravaganza was forced to reschedule from 20 April 1964 to the following evening, as 
the result of a massive power failure in west London. 


The channel's first logo was an animation where white and grey stripes flew in from the 
left and right before a "2" and the BBC corporate logo flew in from the top and bottom. 
The jingle that accompanied the ident was a fanfare based on the morsecode 
translation of 'BBC TWO', composed by Freddie Phillips. This logo lasted three years 
until the introduction of colour to BBC2. Along with the ident, there was also a flip card 
with a larger 2 on it that was used as a sting in many ways. Continuity was also 
frequently live in vision, with the announcer in a studio with BBC2 branding.) 


The Cube (1967-1974) [edit] 
Main article: BBC Two 'Cube' ident 


COLOUR 


First BBC Two in colour ident from 1967 


For the introduction of the first British colour broadcasting service in 1967 there was no 
new ident, but a new logo: a 2 with a dot inside the figure. There was originally a test 
period where the original presentation was used with possible electronic colour added. 
However, it was rejected and a new ident used. This ident was formed from the 3 light 
spots that come together to make the central dot. From there, a 2 is drawn around the 
dot. Once complete, the colour legend appears below before the 2 starts rotating slowly. 
The blue 2 rotates to reveal a red 2, green 2 and a white 2. The ident would continually 
spin after this. In 1969, when BBC1 launched its own colour service, the ident was 
updated to match BBC1's presentation. The 2 was now all white on a blue background, 


with the BBC2 logo underneath the 2. The clock that went alongside this look was 
originally a traditional clock face with Roman numerals“! before it was changed to a 
light blue clockface on a dark blue background with BBC2 legend below. This clock also 
had the 'polo' mint centre and was filmed on BBC2's NODD, black and white camera 
filming the clock with colour added later on." 


The Stripes (1974-1979) [edit] 
Main article: BBC Two 'Striped' ident 


'Stripes' model 


A facelift occurred on 28 December 1974, with the "2" being formed of blue and white 
lines, the different colours leaving and entering from opposite sides of the screen. This 
was formed from a mechanical model of 23 discs, each with an alternating colour line 
on them. The model was then run so that each disc spun a different way to the disc 
above and below it. This was the last mechanical model used on BBC2. The clock for 
this era was the same as the last era. 


The Computer Generated 2 (1979-1986) [edit] 


Main article: BBC Two 'Computer Generated 2' ident 


The first ever computer generated ident and used from 1979 until 1986 


In June 1979, BBC2 adopted the world's first computer-generated ident, with the logo 
being drawn live every time it was played. This version of the 2 had orange double 
lines either side and the 2 itself was cream double lined. This stripy 2 had been used on 
promotions and holding slides for years prior to its launch, and now it was part of a 
bigger branding package. For the first few years of the ident, it would be accompanied 
by a fanfare as it scrolled onto the screen. There were versions of the ident where the 
ident scrolled on, scrolled off and remained static. The clock used alongside this high 


tec 3D ident, was anything but. The old clock filmed from the NODD room survived, with 
a new 2D logo and sporting black and orange colours.2! However, in 1980, BBC2 got its 
own electronic clock including 3D legend and centre dot.!%2! 


The TWO (1986-1991) (edit! 


Main article: BBC Two 'Two' ident 


UW 


The TWO ident from 1986 until 1991 


On 30 March 1986, the electronically generated 2 was replaced with the letters T W O. 
The letters were on a white background, and themselves were more 3D versions of the 
white background. However, the T had some red on it and the W had green and blue on 
the diagonal parts. These colours are reminiscent of the light spots and the colours of 
the dotted 2 in 1967. As with the previous ident, the TWO would fade into and out of the 
white background. All of this was an effort to make the channel appear more 
"highbrow" mauu 


The 1991 2s (1991-2001, 2014-2018) (edit) 
Main article: BBC Two '1991-2001' idents 


Paint was used from 1991 to 2001, On 16 February 1991, the TWO was withdrawn, where a 2 
would take place. The first part of this era (1991-1997) would have a sans-serif "2" and the new 
BBC corporate logo at the time 


The channel's association with the Lambie-Nairn branding agency began in 1991 
following on from when Alan Yentob became controller of BBC2 in 1987. Upon taking up 
office, Alan realised that a review needed to be carried out of the TWO. The research 
carried out a start of the review found that viewers saw the TWO as "dull" and "Old 
Fashioned", with it having a highbrow effect. To rectify this, Lambie Nairn was hired to 


create a new identity. The 1986 ident was replaced by the start of the highly 
successful: series of idents involving a sans serif '2'. The idents themselves were very 
simple, such as Paint or Water and this changed people's perception of the channel, 
despite the fact that only the idents had changed. These new 2's had corporate 
branding on BBC2 for the first time, allowing cross channel continuity to be easily done. 
It also brought a unified feel to the channel. These new idents also changed the style of 
idents. Previously the ident was a single scene that would introduce all types of 
programmes. The fact that there were multiple idents allowed variation (at one point, 
there were 40), and for different idents to introduce different genres of programme. 
Also, special idents were created for themed nights and for special events such as 
Christmas. A sure sign of success for these idents is that they survived the rebrand 
following the new BBC corporate logo in 1997. The idents simply displayed the new 
logo, while more idents were added to the batch. 


The clock that accompanied both of these looks was a slick circular clock face on a 
fading white and viridian background, with a combination of dots and dashes as its 
counters. Its only edit was in 1997 when it changed to feature the new BBC logo. 


On 19 November 2001, the idents were withdrawn. 


During late 2013 and early 2014, BBC Two England and BBC Two Northern Ireland 
resurrected a selection of these idents (together with some of the former idents) as part 
of their ‘Afternoon Classics' segment. BBC Two Wales also broadcast "Powder" during 
the 50th Anniversary of BBC Wales. As of August 2014, some of the set have come back 
semi-permanently for the 50th Birthday of the channel in all regions. On 1 January 2015, 
BBC Two was rebranded with the 1990s idents returning as the only idents in use after a 
short break during the Christmas season. The 2015 rebrand consists of the 1991-2001 
idents, but they now have the BBC Two 50 Years box replaced with BBC Two's regular 
teal-coloured box logo. However, BBC Two Northern Ireland airs the idents with the BBC 
Two Northern Ireland logo in the centre of the idents with the box removed. 


The Personality 2s (2001-2007) edit] 


Main article: BBC Two 'Personality' idents 


The Christmas ident from 2002 


After nearly eleven years, the channel received a new look on 19 November 2001 (same 
day when ITV2 received a new look) with a set of robotic figure 2s, each displaying 
individual personalities. This set was also produced by Lambie-Nairn, and American 
visual effects technician Mic Graves served as a co-creator along with Martin Lambie- 
Nairn, who also created the previous set. BBC Two also became the first BBC channel to 
receive the new style of logo, in its case this was a purple box with the BBC logo 
stacked above 'TWO'.22 At the time, the channel stuck out as being different, because 
all the other channels still had their 1997 branding. Also, rather than a variety of 


backgrounds seen in the previous presentation package, idents now had a universal 
yellow background while the figure 2 became 3D and white. In addition to this, only 4 
were originally produced, limiting the different options. Also, no clock was produced for 
this look, the first look not to have one. The general style of white 2 and yellow 
background was occasionally replaced by previously withdrawn idents from the 1991- 
2001 package, but also by some specially produced idents to highlight particular shows 
or programming strands.” Examples included an updated dog 2 to advertise the 
channel's "pedigree comedy" trailers while previously withdrawn idents have included 
"Predator/Venus Fly Trap" used to introduce the Chelsea Flower Show, as well as the 
Christmas 2000 ident which resurfaced to introduce coverage of the 2006 Winter 
Olympics.““ In celebration of the channel's 40th anniversary in 2004, a special ident 
combining glimpses of previous BBC2 idents was used. The BBC Radio 4 logo introduced 
in 2001 was quite similar to what could be seen in these idents, with a white 3D 
number, this time being a 4. The background was blue and purple, however, and not 
white. This Radio 4 logo was in use in the same period as the Personality idents. 


The 2007 2s (Window On The World) (2007-2014) [edit] 
Main article: BBC Two 'Window on the World’ idents 


The latest idents Seascape feature the "2" as a window in numerous surfaces, and make less use 
of the box logo. 


On 18 February 2007 the channel's presentation package was relaunched with the 
introduction of idents designed by advertising agency Abbott Mead Vickers BBDO and 
produced by Red Bee Media, costing £700,000 in total. Controller of BBC Two Roly 
Keating said, "These new idents embody all of BBC Two's distinctive humour, creativity, 
playfulness and surprise — and they're also beautifully-executed pieces of film-making 
in their own right".2222 Entitled "Window on the World",“= these new idents feature a 
cut-out '2' made from various materials behind which different scenes can be seen. In 
addition, the on-screen presentation system and the BBC Two website have also been 
altered to reflect the new theme. This new look was also the first time that the 2 was 
altered! from Lambie Nairn's original 2, however, the difference is minor and to 
many unnoticeable. During March 2013, the audio was replaced with new audio to 
coincide with the launch of BBC Two HD. During late 2014, the idents become scarcely 
used before being discontinued entirely. 


The Curve & Spiral 2s (2018-present) [edit] 


Main article: BBC Two 'Curve' idents 


On 27 September 2018, new idents based on a "curve" motif were introduced.24 


BBC Choice/BBC Three[edit] 
Main article: BBC Three idents 


BBC Choice{edit] 


AOGE CHOICE 


A former BBC Choice ident, made with 3 cubes. 


BBC Choice was launched on 23 September 1998 as part of the BBC's aim of expanding 
into Digital TV. BBC Choice started out as being the home for programmes that would 
complement those being shown on BBC One and BBC Two. As a result of this, Lambie- 
Nairn - the branding agency who designed all the BBC Choice looks - used three 
different objects which all shared a common theme or word. 


On 10 July 2000, BBC Choice's remit was altered by the BBC to be aimed towards the 
young adult audience, and as a result the idents were changed. The new package 
featured one of the heart shapes at the centre of a brightly coloured screen, from which 
other heart shapes may form with different background colours inside. 


On 6 July 2001, later on in the channel's life, the channel adopted the 3 orange boxes 
that would become infamous with the channel. These three orange boxes would be 
seen moving around an initially green, becoming blue a few months into the look, 
background. 


At the time of the closure of BBC Choice, and the adoption of BBC Three, the idents 
were adapted once more. At first, the familiar orange boxes could be seen being 
demolished by a wrecking ball in the final months, and come December 2002, the whole 
identity was changed to a building site, complete with two builders. 


BBC Three(edit] 


One of the channel's "blobs" 


One of the channel's idents from 2013-2016 


One of the latest idents, introduced in January 2016 


The young-adult oriented BBC Three was launched on 9 February 2003, as the 
successor to BBC Choice. The official launch night revealed the towering three- 
dimensional figure "THREE" populated by small computer generated "blobs", given 
voices from the BBC Sound Archive. The channel logo featured a large slanted Three, 
below the BBC logo inside a box. 


In 2008, BBC Three controller Danny Cohen unveiled a new brand for the channel, 
created by Red Bee Media, and designed to emphasise its new focus on cross-platform 
programming. The idents were introduced on 12 February 2008. The BBC logo is viewed 
as a pipe with pink liquid passing through it, spelling out the 'three'. These pipes, or 
pools of liquid are present in most of the idents, as are large objects that appeal to the 
young adult audience, or features technology such as television screens. 


The new idents and presentation style were introduced on 1 October 2013, retaining the 
logo from 2008. The idents follow the theme of "discovery", and were designed by 
Claire Powell at Red Bee Media.2# The soundtrack for the idents was composed by Chris 
Branch and Tom Haines at Brains & Hunch.42 In 2016, the logo was changed to two 
pillars and an exclamation mark to promote its move to online only. 


BBC Knowledge/BBC Four[edit] 
Main article: BBC Four idents 


BBC Knowledge(edit] 
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Former ident of BBC Knowledge, using ladders 


BBC Knowledge was launched on 1 June 1999 with the intent of creating a multimedia 
learning channel. The initial identity consisted of cartoon characters, illustrated by 
Michael Sheehy, against an orange background and climbing ‘ladders of learning’. 
Individual idents for standard section were used for a time which featured an object, a 
fact about it and ends with a letter encircled at the centre of the screen. It is unclear 
whether these idents were replacements of the animated idents, or complementary to 
them. Following the relaunch in 2000 and 2001, all of the previous different idents were 
dropped in favour of a single ident, featuring numerous circles made out of different 
structures reflecting the new strands. 


BBC Four{edit] 


noa 
FOUR 


The original BBC Four idents from 2002 to 2005 


BBC Four was launched on 2 March 2002. The channel's first series of idents 

were dynamic and reacted to the frequencies of continuity announcers' voices or 
background music. As a result, no idents were ever the same, however variations were 
produced featuring different visualisations, such as semi circles, vibrating lines or shafts 
extending from the bottom surface. The channel also utilised a black box logo which 
was placed in the bottom right corner of the screen.2% 
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One of the idents introduced in 2005 


A new set of idents designed by Red Bee Media were introduced on 10 September 2005. 
These begin with one apparently normal image that breaks into four quarters, each 
showing a different view or reflection of the other. The screen sections are divided, so 
the child in a library may climb up a ladder from the bottom left section, and end up in 
the top right segment. The music used is almost exactly the same in all idents.2% They 
have had the longest lifespan out of all the BBC idents. 


BBC News[edit] 
Main article: BBC News presentation 


BBC News 24/BBC NewsSledit] 


The BBC News channel was launched as BBC News 24 at 17:30 GMT on Sunday, 9 
November 1997 as the BBC's domestic 24-hour news channel and sister to BBC World. 
Between 1997 and 1999, the channel used idents based upon fictional flags as also 
used by BBC World albeit with different music. Both channels used the simple logo, 
featuring the BBC logo and the brand name, at the bottom of the screen with the ident 
emphasis on the flags. 


All BBC News content shared a uniform style in 1999 


A problem with BBC News output at the time, was that it was very much fragmented 
with different brands. BBC News bulletins, BBC Breakfast News and BBC News 24 all had 
separate identities. To solve this, a major relaunch of all BBC News television output, 
with the exception of Breakfast News, in 1999 saw the channel adopt a common theme 
with the rest of the BBC's main news bulletins. The redesign involved a new cream and 
red colour scheme together with a large numeral, representing the time of the bulletin 
on the domestic bulletins, but replaced with '24' for the channel, as well as a variation 
on the new musical composition by David Lowe. 


24 
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Between 2003 and 2007 the top of the hour sequence included the first news headline 


In 2003 the channel was again relaunched with a new common BBC News style 
featuring a deep red and black globe and background with bright white lettering. The 
top of the hour sequence incorporated the first news headline into ribbons that formed 
part of the BBC News ident style. The first look featured a '24' numeral made out of 
lines bending in on screen, and was more of a cream colour than the white used by 
other bulletins: this was rectified in 2004. 


Following the name change in 2008 the graphics were also relaunched 


An update to the BBC's graphics and playout systems in January 2007 also introduced 
new graphics for BBC News 24 and the news bulletins on BBC One. The new titles had 
the same look, feel and background reasoning as the previous but had been filmed 
again with new effects, while the graphics used maintained the previously introduced 
colour scheme. The new idents featured glossier graphics and rendering, with the 
ribbons being seen formed from different angles on the globe. 


On Monday, 21 April 2008 at 08:30 GMT, BBC News 24 & BBC World were renamed as 
"BBC News" and "BBC World News" with an updated look to match that used by all BBC 
news output. 


BBC Parliament(edit] 


The BBC Parliament ident, used between 2002 and 2009 


BBC Parliament took over from the cable-only Parliamentary Channel on 23 September 
1998. 


The channel's first on-screen branding featured the single line BBC Parliament logo over 
a background similar in style to water and accompanied by an orchestral musical score. 
This branding lasted until 2002, when it was replaced by a rotating spiral with regular 
teeth on the outside. As part of the sequence, occasional pulsating rings are emitted 
and the soundtrack is in a similar style to the David Lowe BBC News theme. 


The channel took on a variation of the corporate BBC News theme in 2009 with a new 
ident, featuring a series of cogs moving about in place of the world in the BBC News 
look. The cogs have a predominantly red look to them and was designed to be an 
interpretation of the inner workings of Parliament. It mirrors elements of the BBC News 
presentation, indicating it is similar to, but not part of BBC News output. 


BBC World News(edit] 


BBC World in 1995 had a completely different style of presentation to BBC News in the UK 


BBC World News, the BBC's international 24-hour news and current affairs channel was 
launched on 16 January 1995 at 8.00pm. The channel has shared a common 
appearance with domestic news channel BBC News 24 since 1997, when both used the 
fictitious flags idents with different music. Following the major BBC News relaunch in 
1999 across all output, the channel received an individual style based upon the theme 
introduced with music composed by David Lowe. These idents featured similar music, 
and a red ident using the rotational element, and also included rings in the design. 


A subsequent relaunch of BBC News bulletins came in 2003 with new graphics and 
titles, produced by designers within the BBC itself. This design was subsequently 
updated in 2007. In both of these cases the design was the same as the idents and 
titles used by their counterparts in BBC News 24 and in BBC News as a whole. In April 
2008 as part of a major £550,000 relaunch of BBC News output by Lambie-Nairn, BBC 
World became 'BBC World News' and was updated in its look to match that used by all 
BBC news output, and the BBC News Channel. BBC Arabic Television adopted a similar 
look in November 2009. 


CBBC[edit] 
Main article: CBBC idents 


Shaun the Sheep and Timmy appearing in one of the idents introduced in September 2007. 


CBBC was originally launched as Children's BBC in September 1985 as a strand of 
programming for children aged 6-13. The first idents consisted of Children's on top of a 
large BBC is a similar style to a rushed scribble, generated live on air by a BBC 

Micro computer. However, 2 years after launch, the idents were replaced by an 
animated sequence of the letters spelling out Children's with an outline of an object 
corresponding to that letter. This was replaced by a computer generated sequence in 
1990. 


In 1991, the BBC corporate revamp meant that Children's BBC was given a makeover. 
The result was a logo centred on a stylised Children's with a corporate BBC logo at the 
bottom of the screen. In 1994, the Children's BBC idents changed in style; many 
featured cartoons or computer generated graphics where the stylised Children's and the 
BBC corporate logo would feature somewhere. 


Children's BBC was officially renamed CBBC in October 1997, with the production of 
appropriate idents. The idents all had a yellow background, and black subjects and 
often in the cartoon style. When CBBC was given its own channel on the digital 
terrestrial platform on 11 February 2002, the CBBC "blob" ident was created. These 
animated 'bugs' were designed by Lambie-Nairn, and were always green in colour. The 
blob was later refreshed and given a 3D appearance in 2005. 


CBBC relaunched again in the autumn of 2007, with a new logo revolving around the 
letters of CBBC, each in a different style. A new set of idents followed these up, 
revolving around scenes including each of the 4 letters before coming together at the 
end. These scenes could involve cartoon figures, or stars of current CBBC programmes. 
In 2010 the logo was updated to look more 3D. These idents were changed on 13 
September 2014, then later on 14 March 2016 with a new logo. 


CBeebies/CBBC/BBC Kids[edit] 
Main article: CBBC idents 


CBeebies was launched on the same day as the CBBC Channel: 11 February 2002, with 
an original age range of pre-school children only. Following changes within the BBC 
Children's department, this changed to ages up to 6, with CBBC targeting ages 8 to 12. 


The idents for the channel, designed by Lambie-Nairn, are the same as at launch and 
consist of yellow blobs, the opposite to the green blobs launched with the CBBC Channel 
with a much younger feel, as befits the target audience. The yellow blobs were also 
seen in BBC Kids' current idents. They directly oppose the CBBC blobs, as these blobs 
are gentle in their actions and to look at, whereas the green CBBC blobs looked more 
outgoing and violent—one of the CBBC idents at the time involved karate. 


See also[edit] 


e BBC One 'Virtual Globe' ident 

e BBC One 'Balloon' idents 

e BBC One 'Rhythm & Movement! idents 
e BBC One 'Circle' idents 

e BBC One 'Oneness' idents 

e BBC Two '1991-2001' idents 


e BBC Two 'Personality' idents 


e BBC Two 'Window on the World' idents 


e BBC Two 'Curve' idents 


e History of ITV television idents 


e Logo of the BBC 


e List of BBC test cards 


o Test Card F 
Notes/edit] 

1. ^ Flash recreations of the 1969 BBCi clock, the 1974 BBC1 clock, and the Original 1981 
BBC1 clock can be seen on the BBC's website. 

2. ^ A Flash recreation of the electronic 1981 BBC1 clock can be seen at 625.uk.com. 

3. ^A Flash recreation of the 1985 BBC1 clock can be seen at the BBC's website. 

4. ^ TVARK's BBC Two 1964 Pages Includes a video of the idents, images of the in vision set 
and a video of (the second!) opening night. 

5. ^A Flash recreation of this clock can be seen at the BBC's website. 

6. ^ A Flash recreation of this clock can be sen at the BBC's website. 

7. ^ The BBC2 network logo was derived from a box called a Run Length Video Generator 
designed by BBC engineers.” 

8. ^ A Flash recreation of this clock can be seen at the BBC website. 

9. ^ A Flash recreation of this clock can be seen at 625.uk.com. 

10. ^ Stills of the idents can be seen at The Ident Gallery. 
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BBC One pre-1969 idents 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


BBC1 used a number of different idents from the time of the station launch on 2 
November 1936 until the station took on the Mirror Globe Idents on 15 November 1969. 


Idents[edit] 


The original idents used when the station launched were slides with the words BBC 
TELEVISION SERVICE written in a stylised way. These slides also featured waved lines in 
different shades and a number of circles in the centre, suggesting that this slide could 
work in the same way as a Testcard. Slides of the BBC Coat of Arms were also shown. 


Upon war being declared on 1 September 1939, the Television Service was closed down, 
with all BBC output being made on Radio instead. Many of the staff at BBC Television 
went to work in the forces, or on the Chain Home Radar System. The BBC Television 
Service returned following the war on 7 June 1946 and continued with the same 
identification. 


Each period had a standard start-up routine; at five minutes to the hour the BBC Tuning 
Signal would be shown, then at one minute to the hour it would fade into the BBC coat 
of arms and finally at twenty seconds to the hour that would fade into footage of the 
Houses of Parliament in London. 


The Bat's WingS(edit] 


The Bats Wings ident, the first BBC ident 


The ident they called the "Bat's Wings" was introduced on 2 December 1953. A new 
media needed a new way to brand itself, and this was it. It was a model made of piano 
wire, brass and flashing lights, created by Abram Games. it featured a spinning globe in 
the centre and two spinning eyes, each going in different directions. It also features two 
lightning bolts to either side which lit up with lightning flashes in time to the harp music. 
u21 The model was filmed, rather than the live mechanics used later by the BBC, due to 
the models' delicate and temperamental nature, even breaking down after being filmed. 
3 The design itself was meant to represent, in the BBC's own words: 


"The abstract pattern consists of two intersecting eyes which scan the globe from north 
to south and east to west, symbolising vision and the power of vision. Flashes of 
lightning on either side represent electrical forces and the whole form takes the shape 
of wings which suggest the creative possibilities of television broadcasting" 


The Bats wings were also accompanied by a clock, which featured a simplified Bats 
wings design, with the clock face replacing the globe and eyes, and the intrequate lines 
that made up the bats wing removed. The noticeable thing about this clock design is the 
length of the second hand. While the minute and hour hands never went outside the 
circle at the centre, the second hand went out as far as the bats wings themselves, 
making the second hand easily twice as long as the minute hand. The clock was 
occasionally accompanied by the BBC Pips when a programme started on the hour.#! 


Another part of the look were the regional variations used by the, then few, Nations 
and Regions. Scotland's variation featured a shield with the Scottish flag inside 
replacing the eye and world. 'Scotland' was written between the wings at the top of the 
screen. The regions variation featured the bats wings shape, but with a large eye made 
up of lines going between both wings. The BBC North variation included the legend 
‘North of England’ within this eye with 'BBC' and 'News' written between the wings 
above and below respectively. The BBC Midlands variant featured a stylised 'M' in the 
middle of the eye with midlands written in an eye shape within the 'M'. The BBC legend 
is written above. The BBC West variation included the same design as the midlands, but 
with a 'W' and the BBC legend at the bottom.“ The West region also included some 
areas of Wales at this point. Wales would not get its own service until 1964, however a 
number of viewers could receive services via overspill of the Wenvoe Transmitter. 


For the first few years the BBC continued to use the old tuning signals at the start-up 
routine, but from 19 August 1955, the tuning signal was updated to fit in with the Bat's 


Wings ident. However this tuning signal was unpopular and so was replaced on 16 June 
1956 with a new tuning signal called "Angel's Wings". 


As part of the look, captions were also made featuring the Bat Wings outline on black 
captions, used to introduce the next programme, programmes for Schools and 
Colleges®! and even the testcards used early in the BBC's existence were updated with 
the Bats Wings. 


Running alongside this look, interlude films were often used in the lengthy breaks 
between programmes. Due to the nature of television at the time, which was mainly 
based on live performances rather than pre-recorded material, programmes had an 
unknown length and as a result could easily finish several minutes before the beginning 
of the next advertised programme. The interlude films were used to fill the gaps and 
consisted of films of ideological settings or old industries, such as a farmer using a 
traditional plough. These films had no beginning or end and so could be of any specified 
length. With the subsequent rise of video tape and pre-recorded programmes, the 
interludes were less and less necessary. 


The Mapfledit] 


By the late 1950s, changes were taking place at the BBC. With the introduction of 

their new logo of square boxes with slanted letters a number of things changed. Firstly 
the clock design was changed c.1958 to two circles, one inside the other, containing the 
clock and the new logo. The large second hand was retained, reaching the larger of the 
two circles. The clock element itself was made larger and more consipcous.“ This was 
changed again on 8 October 1960 to a digital clock, featuring the BBC logo above a line, 
with the 'TV' box and time below.! Having a digital clock was very unusual in television 
as nearly all station clocks were analogue; the only notable exception to the rule 

was ATV's clock. 


The Map logo itself was introduced c.1962 and featured the BBC logo in the middle of a 
circle containing a segmented map of the regions.” This logo also had a variant of a 
plain circle with BBC logo, used for Breaking News.“ Regional variations were changed 
from this point to a similar design to that of the digital clock. The design featured the 
‘BBC TV' logo above a line with the region name below. 


The Globe{edit] 


The First Globe symbol 


The, now famous, symbol of BBC Television, and later BBC One was the globe. The very 
first incarnation was introduced on 30 September 1963 and featured a large globe on its 
axis with the new slanted BBC logo with a background of black and white, split down the 


axis of the globe. The globe, like all that followed, spun. This was accompanied by the 
previous clock used in 1958 with modifications made, namely the logo updated and 
colours changed to greys. The large second hand was still retained. 


Alas this globe only lasted a little while, as it was replaced a few months later with a 
variation on the theme. Following the 1962 Pilkington Report that suggested that the 
third television station be awarded to the BBC, the BBC launched BBC2 on 20 April 
1964. In preparation to this, all 'BBC TV' branding had to disappear from the 
presentation of the soon to be called BBC1. The Globe was made smaller, surrounded 
by a thich black circle and encompassed in a large white box on a grey background. 
There was also a slanted BBC logo in the bottom right corner.“ The lack of on screen 
branding is unusual, but as this ident began its life on BBC TV and ended on BBC1, the 
lack is justified. However the lack is also because BBC2 was unseen by many viewers: 
the new 625-line system meant new equipment had to be purchased and poor coverage 
meant few could view it. A clock also accompanied this look, with the same design as 
the globe, but with clock replacing the globe. It had a black background and normal 
length second hands.“ 


The next globe design was introduced on 18 April 1966, nicknamed the 'Watch Strap’ it 
featured a smaller globe in the centre of screen with three stripes of grey and white 
running to the left and right, on a black background. It was also the first ident to use the 
name 'BBC1', using the slanted logo in white.“ The watchstrap globe also featured a 
clock, with the same design as the globe but with the clock in place of the globe. 

41 Alongside the look, a slide was used to introduce newsflashes, and featured a thick 
stripe, white on the left hand side and grey on the right, on a black background with a 
large angled '1' above the grey section and filling most of the screen. The strip held the 
slanted 'BBC TV' logo, with the BBC logo in the white section and the grey section 
containing the 'TV' logo. 


The final variation of the globe was introduced on 7 July 1968 and was a variation on the 
watchstrap theme. The globe now spins on a black background with a white stripe 
below containing a black BBC1 logo. This version was used only a few months until 
some time into 1969. It is unknown whether a new clock design accompanied the look, 
however it is more than likely that the clock was modified. The newer globe look 
appears to use the same model as the previous looks but with a modified legend and 
background, however we can't be certain.“ 


It has been suggested in some reports that another globe was used for a few months 
prior to the launch of colour, and used an internally lit globe. Suggestions have been 
made that this was the mirror globes without the mirror behind and without the colour 
altered. However, this globe doesn't exist in other reports. 


Christmas Idents[edit] 


e 1966: The globe within the watchstrap is replaced with a candle on a snowy 
background, with snowflakes above and below and a caption reading Christmas 
BBC1. 

e 1967: The ident from the previous year was used. 

e 1968: A giant snowflake with the BBC1 logo beneath. 
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Noddy (camera) 
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The Noddy camera system with captions and ident models 


Rotating globe mechanism 


Electronically-coloured BBC1 globe ident, used between 1969 and 1974 


BBCI 


A second colour scheme, used between 1974 and 1981 


BIRC 1 


The third and final incarnation, used between 1981 and 1985 


Noddy was a camera system used for generating identifications for 
the BBC1 and BBC2 television networks from 1963" to February 1985. 


The Noddy video camera was servo-controlled to pan and tilt (‘nod') across a matrix of 
pre-arranged physical objects - captions and mechanical models. The camera was black- 
and-white, with electronically synthesised colour added to its output. This system 
eliminated the delay associated with swapping graphics upon a conventional copy 
stand. It also allowed for the depth required by mechanical objects such as clocks and a 
rotating globe. 


History[edit] 


The BBC first employed the system in the 1960s, before the advent of colour.“ The 
system's remote operation allowed the operator to control it with ease, and allowed the 
idents to be of no fixed length as the clock symbols could continue for many minutes at 
a time. A smaller black and white camera was introduced as camera technology 
progressed and, from 1969, a process was introduced to add colour signals to the 
camera output. This electronic addition of colour was convenient and made the 
networks' rebrands easy to perform.2 


The BBC1 mirrored globe[edit] 


The most famous idents of the Noddy system were the BBC1 mirrored globes used 
between 1969 and 1985, albeit with minor colour changes. The system machinery 
consisted of an internally lit, rotating globe in front of a concave mirror. The oceans 
were painted onto the globe in metallic black paint, leaving the land masses as 
unpainted patches.” The original globe ident introduced on 15 November 1969 featured 
blue continents and legend against a black background. The legend included the 
word 'COLOUR' after the BBC1 corporate logo, to identify the new programme format 
and act as an advertisement to the vast majority of viewers, still watching in black and 
white: the colour version of the television licence which financed the BBC was much 
more expensive. 5 The colours of blue and black were chosen because they were still 
easily distinguishable to those with black and white televisions.“ Another version of 
the globe without the ‘Colour’ legend was used before black-and-white programmes, of 
which there were still many in the BBC1 schedule in the early 70s. 


The globe ident was modified in January 1972 to include a new BBC logo with rounded 
corners and an italic serif font for the ‘Colour’ legend. On 28 December 1974 the 
ident was reworked further, with yellow continents over a dark blue background and the 
term 'COLOUR' removed. The legend BBCI was rendered in white, using a heavy weight 
of the Futura typeface.2251 On 5 September 1981, the display was altered to green 
continents over a dark blue background with a double striped BBC1 legend in white. 


The globe model in the machinery was altered over the years as it had to be frequently 
re-painted. This led to a number of odd variations: the tip of South Africa, the Cape Fold 
Mountains was pointed in some 1981 models and the Pacific islands more pronounced 
in others 2m 


In 2014 the mirrored globe was added to the BBC's A History of the World object 
collection. 


On 13 November 2017 the "1981" globe was returned for BBC Children in Need "Rocks 
the Eighties". 


Other Idents[edit] 


A number of other presentational devices were used, the main one of these being the 
analogue clock. To allow enough light onto the model, a light was fixed onto the camera 
to shine onto the clock and other idents; this light was not used on the main ident 
however, which was internally lit; in any event, the mirrored background would have 
reflected the external light back at the camera and caused glare. The clock was 
mechanical, and featured numerals indicated by double lines that increased in thickness 
the further round the clockface. The clock also featured a 'polo' mint centre. The clock is 
quite distinctive, and became strongly associated with the BBC. The clock's colour and 
legend never differed from that of the main ident.28™4 


The mechanical clock was abandoned in December 1981 in favour of a computerised 
clock - except in Wales and Scotland, which retained the mechanical clock until 1985 
and Northern Ireland, which retained theirs until 1984, making it the last BBC1 
mechanical clock. A rebranding happened the same year. It was the longest running 
clock of 1974 and 1985 in Wales and was the last region to adopt the computerised 
clock and preserved the polo dot. Following BBC2's rebrand to the electronic striped 2 
ident, technicians started working on an electronic clock to accompany the new look, 
and following its completion it was this that replaced the mechanical version. The new 
clock featured a single uniform line thickness all the way round, except at 12, 3, 6 and 9 
where the lines were doubled. The polo mint centre was also removed in favour of a 
central dot. 


The looks were also accompanied by static programme captions. The captions for the 
1969 to 1974 look used the legend of the ident at the bottom of the screen. They 
continued for a while after the new BBC1 logo was introduced. However, the style was 
changed in 1981 to feature a banner at the top of the image featuring double striped 
lines and the double striped BBC1 logo. This design was used until February 1985.2% 


Christmas Idents[edit] 


Title Air dates Description 


A spinning globe appears behind the holographic 


SOI ere enristmas sequins in the background; near the bottom are the 


Aid 1363 words 'Christmas in Colour' and 'BBC1'. 

Co A Tae The previous version is used, but with the sequins 

Model Globe 1970 replaced by snowflakes and a different font (saying 
'Christmas On BBC1'.) 

Snowflake Christmas 


Model Ciche 1971 The previous version is used, but with a different font. 


Christmas 
Colour 


Carol Singers 


Snowflake 
Model Globe 
Returns 


Snowflake 
Model Globe 


Returns, Again 


Giant Snowflake 


Christmas 
Pudding 


Double Faced 
Santa Head 


Carol Singers 


Victorian 
Skaters 


Christmas 
1972 


Christmas 
1973 


Christmas 
1974 


Christmas 
1975 


Christmas 
1976 


Christmas 
1977 


Christmas 
1978 


Christmas 
1979 


Christmas 
1980 


Unknown but likely the previous version was used, but 
with a different font saying Christmas Colour. This is 
the first year that has a Christmas clock. 


A group of rotating Victorian carol singers encourage 
us to join them in celebrating Yuletide. 


The ident from 1971 returns, but is nevertheless 
identical. 


The previous ident returns, but with a different font. 


The globe is now a snowflake and the holographic 
snowflakes in the background are now red. A clock 
version of this ident was also used. 


The globe is a pudding covered with cream with a 
spring of holly atop of it. This ident used the mirror that 
the main ident used. 


A double-faced Santa Claus head replaces the globe, 
with snow falling and a huge CHRISTMAS in a red font 
and BBC1 on the bottom. 


Similar to 1973, a group of rotating Victorian carol 
singers encourage us to join them in celebrating 
Yuletide. 


Four Victorian skaters whirl around a snowman. This is 
the first ident to use a day and night variation. 


Globe Baubles 


Snowflake 


Holographic and 


Colourised 
Snowflake 


Glass Thing 


Snowpeople 


Rotating Cones 


Christmas 
1981 


Christmas 
1982 


Christmas 
1983 


Christmas 
1983 
(Scotland) 


Christmas 
1984 


Christmas 
1984 
(Scotland) 


Replacement([edit] 


BBC1 look saw the BBC1 globe becoming a series of 
baubles showing the world with different coloured seas. 


This ident shows a snowflake, with rotating separate 
parts and BBC1 in a festive font in the middle. 


BBC1 modified last year's snowflake by making it 
holographic and colourised. 


We see a red glass thing, with yellow neon tinsel 
around it, and reflecting it all around. 


The ident shows two jolly snowmen and a snow woman 
armed with Christmas crackers. The backcloth colour 
changed for daytime, evening or night-time. On its last 
transmission, a full moon was shown in the 
background. 


We see 3 red cones, with green stripes, rotating ona 
turntable being reflected by the mirror on the back. 


The mirrored globe was retired at 7 p.m. on 18 February 1985, with the first showing of 
the globe's replacement: the Computer Originated World or COW for short. The globe 
was retired because of the fact it was the only live mechanical model used on television 
and the maintenance required was making it difficult to use; even the 1981 rebrand 
caused a number of difficulties such as bad positioning, odd colours and other errors. 
The globe was also becoming old fashioned, due to its long service since the 
introduction of colour. 224 


The Noddy system was abandoned with the globe, as all idents and clocks were now 
electronically generated, and as a result the equipment was not needed. Slide scanners 
were still used for the live origination of programme slides until the late 1980s, when 
the programme slides then became stored electronically .42 


NODDl{edit] 


The acronym NODD was first recorded in a web forum related to TV presentation, where 
an author unconnected with the BBC claimed it stood for Nexus Orthicon Display 
Device.” However, the term is not recognised among the many surviving Presentation 
and Engineering staff who worked with the system and internal BBC paperwork of the 
era specifically refers to the camera system as "Noddy". 


Presentation's "Noddy" camera also had a companion, originally named "Big Ears", 
which was a dual monochrome slide scanner, thus allowing in-vision changes between 
slides. With the advent of colour this was replaced with a Rank Cintel slide scanner, 
electronically similar to a flying spot telecine machine. 
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Preceded by BBC television idents Succeeded by 
BBC One Pre-1969 15 November 1969 - 18 February | BBC One 'COW Globe' 
Idents 1985 ident 


History[edit] 


The BBC first employed the system in the 1960s, before the advent of colour.“ The 
system's remote operation allowed the operator to control it with ease, and allowed the 
idents to be of no fixed length as the clock symbols could continue for many minutes at 
a time. A smaller black and white camera was introduced as camera technology 
progressed and, from 1969, a process was introduced to add colour signals to the 
camera output. This electronic addition of colour was convenient and made the 
networks' rebrands easy to perform.22! 


The BBC1 mirrored globe[edit] 


The most famous idents of the Noddy system were the BBC1 mirrored globes used 
between 1969 and 1985, albeit with minor colour changes. The system machinery 
consisted of an internally lit, rotating globe in front of a concave mirror. The oceans 
were painted onto the globe in metallic black paint, leaving the land masses as 
unpainted patches.” The original globe ident introduced on 15 November 1969 featured 
blue continents and legend against a black background.“ The legend included the 
word 'COLOUR' after the BBC1 corporate logo, to identify the new programme format 
and act as an advertisement to the vast majority of viewers, still watching in black and 
white: the colour version of the television licence which financed the BBC was much 
more expensive.2 The colours of blue and black were chosen because they were still 
easily distinguishable to those with black and white televisions.2@ Another version of 
the globe without the ‘Colour’ legend was used before black-and-white programmes, of 
which there were still many in the BBC1 schedule in the early 70s. 


The globe ident was modified in January 1972 to include a new BBC logo with rounded 
corners and an italic serif font for the ‘Colour’ legend.=! On 28 December 1974 the 
ident was reworked further, with yellow continents over a dark blue background and the 
term 'COLOUR' removed. The legend BBCI was rendered in white, using a heavy weight 
of the Futura typeface. 2e On 5 September 1981, the display was altered to green 
continents over a dark blue background with a double striped BBC1 legend in white. 


The globe model in the machinery was altered over the years as it had to be frequently 
re-painted. This led to a number of odd variations: the tip of South Africa, the Cape Fold 
Mountains was pointed in some 1981 models and the Pacific islands more pronounced 
in others, 2m 


In 2014 the mirrored globe was added to the BBC's A History of the World object 
collection. 


On 13 November 2017 the "1981" globe was returned for BBC Children in Need "Rocks 
the Eighties". 


Other Idents[edit] 


A number of other presentational devices were used, the main one of these being the 
analogue clock. To allow enough light onto the model, a light was fixed onto the camera 


to shine onto the clock and other idents; this light was not used on the main ident 
however, which was internally lit; in any event, the mirrored background would have 
reflected the external light back at the camera and caused glare. The clock was 
mechanical, and featured numerals indicated by double lines that increased in thickness 
the further round the clockface. The clock also featured a 'polo' mint centre. The clock is 
quite distinctive, and became strongly associated with the BBC. The clock's colour and 
legend never differed from that of the main ident.224 


The mechanical clock was abandoned in December 1981 in favour of a computerised 
clock - except in Wales and Scotland, which retained the mechanical clock until 1985 
and Northern Ireland, which retained theirs until 1984, making it the last BBC1 
mechanical clock. A rebranding happened the same year. It was the longest running 
clock of 1974 and 1985 in Wales and was the last region to adopt the computerised 
clock and preserved the polo dot. Following BBC2's rebrand to the electronic striped 2 
ident, technicians started working on an electronic clock to accompany the new look, 
and following its completion it was this that replaced the mechanical version. The new 
clock featured a single uniform line thickness all the way round, except at 12, 3, 6 and 9 
where the lines were doubled. The polo mint centre was also removed in favour of a 
central dot.24 


The looks were also accompanied by static programme captions. The captions for the 
1969 to 1974 look used the legend of the ident at the bottom of the screen.™ They 
continued for a while after the new BBC1 logo was introduced. However, the style was 
changed in 1981 to feature a banner at the top of the image featuring double striped 
lines and the double striped BBC1 logo. This design was used until February 1985.2% 


Christmas Idents[edit] 


Title Air dates Description 


A spinning globe appears behind the holographic 


SEO eet reman sequins in the background; near the bottom are the 


She ae words ‘Christmas in Colour' and 'BBC1'. 

SPOKE E The previous version is used, but with the sequins 

Madel Cobe 1970 replaced by snowflakes and a different font (saying 
'Christmas On BBC1'.) 

Snowflake Christmas 


Model Globe ll 1971 The previous version is used, but with a different font. 


Unknown but likely the previous version was used, but 
with a different font saying Christmas Colour. This is 
the first year that has a Christmas clock. 


Christmas Christmas 
Colour 1972 


Carol Singers 


Snowflake 
Model Globe 
Returns 


Snowflake 
Model Globe 
Returns, Again 


Giant Snowflake 


Christmas 
Pudding 


Double Faced 
Santa Head 


Carol Singers 


Victorian 
Skaters 


Globe Baubles 


Snowflake 


Christmas 
1973 


Christmas 
1974 


Christmas 
1975 


Christmas 
1976 


Christmas 
1977 


Christmas 
1978 


Christmas 
1979 


Christmas 
1980 


Christmas 
1981 


Christmas 


A group of rotating Victorian carol singers encourage 
us to join them in celebrating Yuletide. 


The ident from 1971 returns, but is nevertheless 
identical. 


The previous ident returns, but with a different font. 


The globe is now a snowflake and the holographic 
snowflakes in the background are now red. A clock 
version of this ident was also used. 


The globe is a pudding covered with cream with a 
spring of holly atop of it. This ident used the mirror that 
the main ident used. 


A double-faced Santa Claus head replaces the globe, 
with snow falling and a huge CHRISTMAS in a red font 
and BBC1 on the bottom. 


Similar to 1973, a group of rotating Victorian carol 
singers encourage us to join them in celebrating 
Yuletide. 


Four Victorian skaters whirl around a snowman. This is 
the first ident to use a day and night variation. 


BBC1 look saw the BBC1 globe becoming a series of 
baubles showing the world with different coloured seas. 


This ident shows a snowflake, with rotating separate 


1982 parts and BBC1 in a festive font in the middle. 


Heiod Fannie znd Christmas BBC1 modified last year's snowflake by making it 
eas 1983 holographic and colourised 
Snowflake grap i 
7 WEU We see a red glass thing, with yellow neon tinsel 
Glass Thing 1983 : ee 
around it, and reflecting it all around. 
(Scotland) 
The ident shows two jolly snowmen and a snow woman 
, armed with Christmas crackers. The backcloth colour 
Christmas ; A : f : 
Snowpeople 1984 changed for daytime, evening or night-time. On its last 
transmission, a full moon was shown in the 
background. 
: enristmas We see 3 red cones, with green stripes, rotating on a 
Rotating Cones | 1984 ; ; 
Eoad turntable being reflected by the mirror on the back. 


Replacement[edit] 


The mirrored globe was retired at 7 p.m. on 18 February 1985, with the first showing of 
the globe's replacement: the Computer Originated World or COW for short. The globe 
was retired because of the fact it was the only live mechanical model used on television 
and the maintenance required was making it difficult to use; even the 1981 rebrand 
caused a number of difficulties such as bad positioning, odd colours and other errors. 
The globe was also becoming old fashioned, due to its long service since the 
introduction of colour. 214 


The Noddy system was abandoned with the globe, as all idents and clocks were now 
electronically generated, and as a result the equipment was not needed. Slide scanners 
were still used for the live origination of programme slides until the late 1980s, when 
the programme slides then became stored electronically .42 


NODD[edit] 


The acronym NODD was first recorded in a web forum related to TV presentation, where 
an author unconnected with the BBC claimed it stood for Nexus Orthicon Display 
Device.” However, the term is not recognised among the many surviving Presentation 
and Engineering staff who worked with the system and internal BBC paperwork of the 
era specifically refers to the camera system as "Noddy". 


Presentation's "Noddy" camera also had a companion, originally named "Big Ears", 
which was a dual monochrome slide scanner, thus allowing in-vision changes between 
slides. With the advent of colour this was replaced with a Rank Cintel slide scanner, 
electronically similar to a flying spot telecine machine. 
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Preceded by BBC television idents Succeeded by 
BBC One Pre-1969 15 November 1969 - 18 February | BBC One 'COW Globe' 
Idents 1985 ident 


BBC1 [edit] 
Launch({edit] 


The Computer Originated World replaced the previous Noddy globe symbols at 7 pm on 
18 February 1985. Unusually, the new look was unveiled whilst the channel was still on 
the air rather than waiting for the following morning to launch it. The globe was created 
by the BBC graphics and BBC computer departments and work began in 1983. The need 
to replace the Noddy globes came about as the globes were the only mechanically 
produced idents around on television, as more and more television companies started 
to use computer graphics, made popular by the launch of Channel 4. The COW was 
originally planned to launch on 1 January 1985, but Michael Grade, then controller 

of BBC1, delayed the launch to coincide with a larger schedule change that 
accompanied the launch of the soap opera EastEnders, and updated and 

renewed weather graphics. This launch was hoped to reinvent BBC1 following ratings 
slide and ever increasing competition from their commercial rivals at ITV. 


The globe itself launched at 7 pm on 18 February, introducing one of the new flagship 
programmes: Wogan, a chat show hosted by Terry Wogan and featuring a variety of 
guests. The old Noddy globe had been used throughout the day until the 7 pm launch. 


Components of look(edit] 


The Computer Originated World itself is a semi-transparent blue globe with golden 
continents and gold "BBC1" legend located below the globe in a font similar to that used 
in the early days of the BBC. The globe revolved at a steady pace throughout, and had 
the effect of a spotlight added to the surface. The continents were placed in such a way 
that the continents appeared to float on the water. The caption had the option of 
displaying the legend 'Ceefax 170' and later 'Ceefax 888' in reference to the subtitles 
available with the programme. Regional variations also included a legend with the 
region name, also in gold, below the BBC1 legend. The globe was generated when 
needed by the computer programme located in a metal box. This box had switches on 
the front that could turn the BBCI caption, regional caption and subtitles caption on and 
off, as these elements were added later. These generators were delivered to all 11 
regions and installed before Christmas 1984, 42121 


The look also featured an altered clock face to that used previously. This clock was once 
again electronic, but was changed to a black background, blue counters and gold hands 
to match the ident. The updated BBC1 legend also featured below the clock. The 
nations of Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland and one English Region (the West 
Midlands) did receive their own variations of the clock, however it is not believed that 
any other English Regions received their own variations. The network BBC One clock did 
not have a centre dot; this was never rectified throughout the run of the clock due to an 
oversight, however the dot was present on regional variations. 


The new look also marked a change in programme slide design. These new slides 
featured the BBC1 legend upright and sideways in a black sidebar to the left of the 
screen. The remainder of the screen featured a picture of the programme and the 
programme name located at the bottom. However, the programme slides were still 
optically developed. This was changed in September 1988 when the introduction 

of Quantel Paintbox allowed captions to be created digitally. The design was altered 
slightly with the BBC1 legend made more textured, slightly smaller and moved to the 
bottom of the screen. The font was also changed to Optima, with text remaining in the 


same position. All this would now be located over the image rather than separate from 
it. 


Promotions were not uniform, but were based on a seasonal scheme before being 
replaced. The promotions usually didn't contain any channel branding but would 
occasionally feature parts of the BBC1 legend in the design.“! 


Christmas idents[edit] 


During Christmas times, the '1' and the globe was altered into a variety of guises. One 
was made for each year the ident was in existence, None were used by BBC Scotland, 
instead using their own idents. 


Air 


Title ates 


. | Christma 
Red Robin 5 1985 


Christma 
Cartoon 1 5 1986 


Christma 
Cartoon 2 5 1987 


A Christma 
Partridge |s 1988 
in a Pear 


Description 


This ident had the new ‘BBCI’ logo in a snowy landscape with 
a robin sitting on it fluttering its wings, with another robin 
rotating around the logo. Two versions were made: one for day- 
time and one for night-time. This was the last mechanical ident 
produced for the channel. The ident was accompanied by hand 
animated promotional trails featuring the robins. The normal 
COW ident was instead used at nightly closedowns as the BBC 
deemed the robins to be "too jolly" to be used against the 
National Anthem. The robins were famously detonated by The 
Late, Late Breakfast Show host Noel Edmonds at the start of an 
episode of the show on 4 January 1986. 


A cartoon smiling Christmas tree in a forest, with the ‘BBC1’ 
logo in front of it, and holly dancing around it. The ident was 
designed by a viewer following a Children's BBC competition. 


A cartoon graphic reading BBC Christmas 1 made up of 
various Christmas motifs such as various presents, a candle, 
holly and ribbons. The short animation was designed to tie into 
the end of promotions. Promotional style featured a panning 
view into a child's nursery, before a bag falls, pouring out 
streamers and ribbons. This streamer animation would be 
played at the end of the promotion to link into the ident. It was 
designed by Bernard Newnham, and was the first computer- 
generated Christmas ident used by the channel. 


A partridge flies onto a mountain of pears and sits on them, with 
the ‘BBC1’ logo superimposed on top. Two versions were made 
one for day-time and one for night-time. At the end of each day 


Tree 


Spinning 
Top 


Christma 
s 1989 


Christma 
s 1990 


the partridge would fly away again. 


The globe is a spinning top, spinning at the bottom of 

a Christmas tree with a ribbon around with the ‘BBC1’ logo on it. 
Again linked in with end promotions, which would link in by 
means of a toy train passing in front of the screen. 


The globe appears superimposed on a face on the cover of a 
pop-up book about magic. The introduction sequence and 
promotions all featured the book opening and a wizard dancing 
round casting magic upon a variety of objects, often with a time 
feel, such as a large clock face and hour glass. This was the last 
Christmas ident not to have corporate branding. 


Regional Idents|[edit] 


Title 


Gift Box 


Stars 


Church 


Christmas 
Cake 


Air dates Description 
Chictane This ident was like the regular COW globe ident, but the 
1985 COW was replaced with a revolving blue Gift Box, with the 
continents in gold with gold wrapping paper and ribbons 
(Scotland) i 
around it. 
Christmas : : : ; 
Simply the regular COW globe ident, with stars covering 
pee the black background, making it like a night sk 
(Scotland) g : g g y 
The COW globe was replaced with a snowy church. A 
: wreath in a circle shows where the COW would be. 3 
Christmas 


1986 (Wales) 


Christmas 


1987 


versions were made, Daytime, Nighttime and a completely 
dark version. The clock was also imposed onto the footage 
at closedown. 


A rotating Christmas cake featuring a snowy scene 
including a house and trees. The circular sides has BBC1 


Animated 
Tree 


Snowglobe 


Music Box 


Rotating 
Christmas 
Tree 


Giant 
Spinning 
Top 


(Northern 
Ireland) 


Christmas 
1987 
(Scotland) 


Christmas 
1988 (Wales) 


Christmas 
1988 
(Scotland) 


Christmas 
1989 
(Scotland) 


Christmas 
1989 (Wales) 


Northern Ireland written on it on both sides. 


A tree is seen, the text "CHRISTMAS ON" and "BBC1 
SCOTLAND" are circular around the tree, then the rest of 
the blue background turns into different rectangular 
colours. 


The COW is replaced with a Snowglobe, with a tree anda 
snowman reading a newspaper. 


A box opens up with a spinning tree and BBC1 on it. 
Scotland is seen on the front of the box. 


A tree is seen rotating, BBC1 Scotland appears on the 
bottom in gold text, and the star on the top shines. 2 
variants were made, the other was still with snow all over 
the tree. 


A rotating Spinning Top rotates for 20 seconds, then 
pictures of Rudolphs, Santas, and Penguins appear on the 
top. Then the BBC1 Wales Cymru logo appears on the 
bottom. BBC2 used the same ident, but with a daytime 
background and a different logo. 


BBC World Service Television[edit] 
Components of look(edit] 


0008 
WORLD SERVICE 


Computer Originated World as seen on BBC World Service Television 


Upon the launch of BBC World Service Television on 11 March 1991 to replace BBC TV 
Europe, the channel reused the COW symbol. Technically, the globe itself remained the 
same with changes made only to presentational style and the caption below the globe 
and the whole look being brought into line with corporate branding at the time. 


The ident itself was modified with the caption beneath showing a BBC corporate logo, 
with the slanted legend 'World Service Television’ beneath, in the same style as used for 
regional variations of the BBC1 ident at the time. No clock accompanied the look, due to 
the various time zones used around the world, with serious or news programming being 
introduced by the globe. 1 


Presentational style mirrored by that used on BBC1 and 2 at the time, and featured a 
static globe, positioned with Britain, Europe and Africa in view, with BBC logo beneath 
located in the top left corner of the screen. The logo was present throughout the 
presentation. Static captions also featured this globe symbol in the top left corner, 
located in a sidebar of generic lines, with programme title overlaid the image at the 
bottom of the screen. The station was also unusual, in the fact that it hada 

static, opaque permanent digital on-screen graphic (DOG) of the BBC logo in the top 
right corner of the screen.@4 


The look appears to have been dropped on 26 January 1995. 
Replacement (edit) 


The look on BBC World Service Television was dropped in favour of a look consisting 
entirely of real and fake flags on the screen, with a single large BBC logo in centre 
screen. This was to emphasise the role that news played on the channel, and to 
associate itself more closely as a news channel, rather than BBC1. This is primarily 
evident, as the look was reused for that purpose upon the channel's split into BBC 
World, as well as the original BBC Arabic Television. 


See also[edit] 


BOASC portal 
1980s portal 


1990s portal 


e Noddy (camera) 
e BBC One ‘Virtual Globe' ident 
e BBC World Service Television 
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The Virtual Globe ident 


The "Virtual Globe" was the method of creating the BBC1 symbol that was used 
between 16 February 1991 and 4 October 1997. 


Launch[edit] 


The Virtual Globe replaced the COW on 16 February 1991 and was designed by Martin 
Lambie-Nairn, owner of the Lambie-Nairn design agency." The first aspects of the look 
were first witnessed at 6 am, when the updated Open University symbol first aired, 
showing the stylised '1'. This was followed at 8 am by the new clock that accompanied 
the look, introducing a news bulletin. The first time the ident itself aired was at 9 am, 
when it introduced Going Live!, the Saturday morning magazine show on Children's 
BBC, where the ident itself was "unveiled" by presenters Phillip Schofield and Sarah 
Greene. 


Components of Look[edit] 
Regular Idents(edit] 


The ident consisted of a figure "1" inside a rotating transparent globe surrounded by a 
swirling smokey atmosphere above the BBC's corporate logo - the bold italic letters B B 
C within three rhomboids, above blue red and green flashes. The idents were created by 
filming a physical globe, but used CGI effects to give it its smokey look. The ident had 
no soundtrack and was played off modified Laserdisc. Upon first impressions, the ident 
does not appear like a globe, as the smoky CGI effects hide and disfigure the 
continents. However, land masses can be seen in the globe and their shadows can be 
seen on the background of the ident. 


A clock accompanied the look, which used GNAT (Generator of Network Analogue Time), 
resulting in the clock mimicked the movement of an analogue clock by moving the 
minute hand every second, rather than every 15 seconds as was found on previous 
station clocks. The counters on the clocks alternated between dots and dashes pointing 
towards the centre, a smoky static background and included the BBC logo at the bottom 
of the screen, although no on screen reference to the channel being BBC1. The clock 
was originally large to fit the screen best, however the size contrast between the clock 
and the globe resulted in difficulty at closedown, as the two do not fade easily. This 
issue was resolved in November 1991, when the clock was shrunk down to the same as 
the globe, easing fading between. The background was also altered to a ripple effect, 
yet retaining the smoky feel, though Scotland continued to use the old clock until 1997. 
[3] 


The look also featured an updated style of captions and promotions. Promotions 
featured the '1' above a BBC logo in the top left of the screen, with the end screen of 
promotions featuring the programme name at the bottom of the screen. Captions were 
similar, being formed of a sidebar with the '1' and BBC logo in top left corner with the 
background of the sidebar featuring a smoky background similar to the ident.“ 


Christmas Idents(edit] 
Air 


Titl Description 
ae dates P 


Virtual 
Moon 


Toy 


North 
Pole 


Christmas 
Present 


Star 


Gift Box 


Christma 
s 1991 


Christma 
s 1992 


Christma 
s 1993 


Christma 
s 1994 


Christma 
s 1995 


Christma 
s 1996 


Similar to the normal ident but the figure ‘1’ is inside a rotating, 
icy coloured moon, with Father Christmas in his sleigh flying 
around it. When it introduced the film Batman, the bat symbol 
was superimposed on top. The ident was accompanied by a 
simple four note fanfare. 


A shining figure ‘1’ is at the bottom of a Christmas 

tree surrounded by various bouncing and moving toys. A 
photograph of HM The Queen was used at closedown because 
the BBC deemed the ident "too jolly" to be used against the 
National Anthem. 


An icy figure ‘1’ is in a snowy landscape, with two polar bears 
and Father Christmas in his sleigh flying above it, which the 
bears watch. Two versions were made, one in day-time and one 
in night-time. 


The figure ‘1’ is a Christmas present with a snowman either side 
of tipping their hats. This ident was unusual in that it had three 
different variations. In the run up to and on Christmas Eve it was 
neatly wrapped, on Christmas Day it was unwrapped by the 
snowmen to reveal a shining gold numeral and on Boxing 

Day and onwards the wrapping remains had been removed to 
display the gold numeral ‘1’. The Christmas Day version was 
occasionally used on and after Boxing Day. Normal idents were 
used for closedown. 


The figure ‘1’ is on top of a Christmas tree in place of a star, 
with starry glitter surrounding it and a toy plane flying around it. 
In addition, a variation was made without the plane, which was 
used at closedown. 


A circular box is opened by two toys to reveal a gold figure ‘1’ 
inside. A version without the toy figures was used for Closedown 
and introduction into serious programming, should the need 
arise. 


Replacement/edit] 


The ident set was replaced following a detailed look at the corporate identity. Lambie 
Nairn, who carried out the investigation found that the current slanted logo did not work 
on screen well, and therefore suggested replacing it with a new logo featuring 
straightened boxes. The development of this new logo made the old one, still in use on 
the idents, redundant. Also, as part of this rethink, Lambie Nairn recommended using 
the BBC logo, with the service name after, instead of unique logos and numerals for 
each service, as this weakened the core brand. As a result, he suggested that the 
identity be changed, with personality added through the ident subject rather than a 
logo. He therefore developed the idea of a hot-air balloon as the new idents. They went 
into service on 4 October 1997. 


See also[edit] 


HIGSBBC portal 
1990s portal 
e History of BBC television idents 
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EIEIAONE 


The balloon over Cley next the Sea 


The BBC One Balloon idents were a series of idents used on BBC One from 4 October 
1997 to 29 March 2002. The balloon theme replaced the computer generated spinning 
globe which had been used as the main ident on the channel since 1991." It launched 
on the same day as a BBC-wide rebrand, and thus the new idents also carried the new 
BBC logo. The channel's name also changed, from BBC1 to BBC One. This was the last 
ident set used by the channel to be used at closedown; their last closedown took place 
on 8 November 1997; starting the following day, BBC News 24 would broadcast on BBC 
One in the late night hours. 


The hot air balloon featured in the idents was filmed on location and also added to 
scenes by computer generation. It was built by Cameron Balloons in 1997, and made its 
first flight that year, flying from the Bristol Balloon Fiesta.” It made its final flight in 
August 2002 before being retired and placed into storage. The balloon's flight certificate 
from the Civil Aviation Authority® expired on 17 July 2003. 


Launch[edit] 


As part of a large relaunch of the BBC's corporate logo and the ident packages of BBC's 
One and Two, these new idents were used to replace the old virtual globe. As a result of 
the rebrand, which saw the channel name lose all personality, it was proposed by the 
design agency Lambie-Nairn that the personality be added a different way, namely by 
making the globe interact in the country and the peoples lives.“ 


The idea was designed and conceptualised by the Lambie-Nairn design agency in 
London, with the balloon itself made in Bristol by Cameron Balloons Ltd: its aircraft 
registration was "G-IBBC". 


Components of look[edit] 


The look itself featured a predominantly red balloon, with the map of the world picked 
out in orange with white clouds on top, floating over various scenes of the British 
landscape. The colours were chosen because a blue balloon with a green map would 
have been more difficult to see against the land and sea. The size of the balloon was 
originally proposed to be 100 ft, but was reduced to 60 ft when it was made. The idents 


featured a soundtrack of ambient music, with more lively versions being used for more 
industrial or recreational settings. This made them the first regular BBC One idents to 
actually use music. The new BBC logo, along with the channel name 'ONE' immediately 
to the right of it, was overlaid at the bottom of the screen. The new logo design was an 
attempt to unify all of the BBC's services and brands under a single logo design, with 
personality expressed through the idents themselves. The idents were, from October 
1998, shown in Widescreen, and the bbc.co.uk URL was added above the logo soon 
after, “sue 


The new look also featured a clock, which used the same software and layout as before, 
and used the balloon canvas as the background. The clock was also retained following 
the change to widescreen, however the software was changed so that the minute hand, 
instead of moving every second as it had previously, only moved once a minute. “4 


Promotions and static captions both featured text and logos centred for Widescreen 
use, with the BBC One logo at the bottom of the screen and a colour palette of mainly 
oranges and reds, however colours varied according to theme and programme. The use 
of static captions was reduced slightly, but still remained a key part of continuity links. 
9 


Original locations(edit] 


The original sequences were filmed over six weeks in June and July 1997 at eleven 
locations around the United Kingdom. From these eleven locations, forty-seven different 
35-second films were produced featuring the balloon floating serenely over British 
landscapes.“ Much of the photography was from a helicopter at heights of up to 

3,500 ft. One noticeable and intentional aspect about the original balloon films was that 
none of the sequences featured people or any distinct human activity.“ The locations 
were: 


e Eilean Donan Castle, Scottish Highlands 

e Forth Rail Bridge, Edinburgh 

e Strangford Lough, Northern Ireland 

e Snowdonia National Park, Wales 

e Cardiff City Hall, South Wales 

e South Downs (Near Arundel), West Sussex 
e Port of Felixstowe, Suffolk 

e Swinside Stone Circle, Cumbria 

e London Docklands 


Later additions(edit] 


A year after launch in 1998, several more idents were created and added to the 
collection. The main difference between these new additions and the originals was that 
people were now included in the sequences.“ However, the balloon itself was inserted 
digitally by computer on to pre-filmed locations” and did not actually fly over the 
following locations: 


e Cley next the Sea, Norfolk 
e Angel of the North 
e St Michael's Mount 


e Second Severn Crossing 
e Blackpool Tower 


e The Needles, Isle of Wight 


e Dunluce Castle, Northern Ireland 


e Scottish Exhibition and Conference Centre, Glasgow 


In 2000, the BBC wanted the balloon idents to become more inclusive, so they 
introduced the ‘lifestyle’ idents. These featured skateboarders, a busy market scene, 


a bungee jumper and a carnival, all of which featured the balloon flying past in the 
background.“ 


Special idents/edit] 


There were also many special idents made for new programmes, sporting events or, 
most notably, the Christmas holiday. These included: 


Title 


12 Days of 
Christmas 


Ben Elton 


Bauble 


1999 
Eclipse 


Walking 
with 
Dinosaurs 


Father 


Air date 


24 
December 
1997 


16 April - 
4 June 
1998 


24 
December 
1998 


1999 


1999 


24 


Description 


A series of idents depicting verses of The 12 Days of 
Christmas, such as a "maid a-milking", some lords "leaping" by 
bouncing on space hoppers, an acrobat twirling two gold rings 
and a "partridge in a pear tree". Other verses (e.g. "two turtle 
doves") were also depicted in stings and promotional trailers. 
The balloon did not appear in the set. 


A series of eight parody idents promoting Ben Elton's television 
series in 1998. The series included the balloon being deflated 
by a 2-shaped blade (from BBC Two's Blade ident), and the 
balloon being chased by a "police" balloon. 


A giant red bauble swings from side to side against a white 
snowy background. There are variations that also 

include penguins and reindeer. As with the previous year, the 
balloon did not appear in the set. 


The balloon flies in front of the sun, eclipsing it. 


The balloon flies over a Polacanthus wandering across a desert 
wasteland. 


The balloon flies in the night sky, alongside a 


Christmas PSUS 


1999 
Millennium et 
ae December 
rea 1999 

8 June 
Euro 2000 2000 
sydney 25 August 


Olympics 
2000 2000 


Christmas ae 

Balloon December 
2000 

The Blue 

Planet Auen 

Walking 8 

with November 

Beasts 2001 

Christmas a 

Toys December 
2001 


6][10][11 


holographic Father Christmas ringing a bell. 


The balloon flies over the Millennium Dome at night, with the 
balloon lighting up in time to the music. It was used to 
introduce coverage of the new Millennium celebrations. 


The balloon flies over a football stadium, where 
a goalkeeper lets a goal pass his net. The first announcement 
was an apology about the power cut in 2000. 


The balloon flies over the Sydney Opera House, while an 
athlete shines a flaming torch in its direction. 


Father Christmas pilots the balloon, delivering presents by 
dropping them from parachutes from the balloon. 


The balloon is seen from underwater from a shark-infested sea. 


The balloon flies over a herd of woolly mammoths migrating in 
the Ice Age. 


Three toys float around on balloons in a cosy room while the 
balloon flies outside. Produced by Aardman Animations, the 
three toys used were all connected to BBC One's Christmas 
Day schedule in 2001, so there was a dog (the terrestrial 
premiere of Toy Story), a dinosaur (the dramatic epic The Lost 
World) and a Reliant Robin van (the comeback of Only Fools 
and Horses after it had last aired in 1996). 


Replacement/edit] 


In 2001, Lorraine Heggessey became controller of BBC One and immediately ordered a 
review of the channel's branding. In her opinion the balloon was "slow and distant" and 
so, in 2002, after much speculation, the balloon idents were replaced as the icon of BBC 
One with a set of idents with the theme of Rhythm & Movement, making it the final 
motif of the globe logo for the channel after 39 years. English 12 was the final ident 
aired before BBC News 24 at 2.15am in the early hours of 29 March 2002. ma 


The balloon itself last took to the skies in the summer of 2002 when it took part in 
the Bristol International Balloon Fiesta. It is now wrapped up and held in a museum by a 
preservation society. 24 


Reception[edit] 
The idents were well received by viewers and hold a loyal fan base even up to this day. 


BBC America[edit] 


The balloon idents were also shown on BBC America between 1999 and 2003, and 
lasted several months after it had been retired by BBC One. Unlike BBC One, BBC 
America employed shorter, snappier cuts of various balloon sequences with slight 
changes to the familiar musical score.22! 
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Capoeira was regularly used before news broadcasts. 


The BBC One ‘Rhythm & Movement’ idents were a set of on-screen channel 
identities designed by Lambie-Nairn and used on BBC One from 29 March 2002 to 7 
October 2006. They replaced the balloon idents, and spelled the end of the much 
recognised globe identity by the BBC, which had been used in various ways since 1963. 


Components of Look[edit] 


The presentational package featured numerous people of various backgrounds dancing 
in a predominantly red background to a soundtrack based around an upbeat central 
jingle. The BBC One logo is now located in a red box, similar in style to BBC Two's idents 
of the time, with the BBC logo stacked on top of an upper case 'ONE'. The music for all 
idents was written by Peter Lawlor of Water Music Productions in London.™2! The look 
was also the first one not to feature a station clock. It has been reported that a station 
clock was designed for the new look, however BBC Marketing decided not to use it. The 
concerns with this stemmed around a lack of serious ident to link into the news, and 
indeed this problem famously occurred one day into the new look upon the death of The 
Queen Mother. 


Promotional style originally consisted of the BBC One box placed in the lower left corner 
of the screen throughout the promotion and an end board consisting of a translucent 
white strip along the bottom containing the box logo. This end board style was 
recreated for the, less frequently seen, static captions. This style was changed on 1 May 
2004 to an orange background that would close shut over the end of a promotion to 
contain the programme title. The static slide was also updated, with the space for the 
programme image reduced to the top quarter of the screen. 


Idents[edit] 
Title Air dates Description 
Filmed in the Royal Horticultural Society Halls in Victoria, 
the ident shows three acrobat performers in white 
costumes, on red sashes (Aerial Silks) performing acrobatic 
29 March tricks while suspended from the roof. The accompanying 
A 2002 -7 jingle is mid-tempo and performed by a string section, and 
October this ident was also used frequently to introduce the news. 
2006 The Ident was conceived & choreographed by Roger 
Robinson of Acrobat Productions and the 3 aerial 
performers were Jane Osborn (left), Melissa 
Merran (centre), and Michele Laine (right). 
Ballet 29 March Filmed at the Minack Theatre in Cornwall, the ident 
2002 -7 features 10 ballerinas dressed entirely in red. The camera 
October slowly tracks, showing the Minack stage where the 
2006 ballerinas perform a graceful dance, with the dramatic 


Cornish coastline in the background, accompanied by a 
string quartet with the cello dominant. This ident sequence 
was the most sombre of all the idents, and a still of it was 
used when BBC announced the death of the Queen Mother. 
For most of its life, this ident was used during times of 
"reflection" only, namely times of national tragedy and the 


Bollywood 


Capoeira 


Festival 


Haka 


8 November 


2002 - 7 
October 
2006 


29 March 
2002 -7 
October 

2006 


29 March 
2002 - 7 
October 

2006 


29 March 
2002 - 3 
January 
2005 


death of a Royal Family member. It was mainly used to 
introduce coverage of funerals, such as that Pope John Paul 
Il and George Best. This ident was also the last out of all 
the Rhythm and Movement idents to be shown on the 
channel, played in full as part of the final montage. 


First broadcast on 8 November 2002, this ident features 9 
males and 9 females dancing a traditional Indian dance, 
much like a Bollywood movie. The females wear red in this 
ident, while the males wear white. 


Filmed against the London skyline above the now- 
demolished tower of International Press Centre on Shoe 
Lane in Holborn, it shows Mestre Poncianinho and Contra- 
Mestre Casquinha doing Capoeira, a Brazilian martial art. 
The camera circles around two Capoeiristas throughout its 
duration. The two performers are dressed in red and white. 
An alternative edit, which joins the action a few seconds 
earlier than the standard version, was used 

in Wales and Scotland. This ident was commonly seen 
introducing the lunchtime news on weekdays. 


Sometimes known as Rave, and filmed at RAF Bovingdon, it 
begins with a close up of two women dancing together with 
a "techno"-style version of the BBC One jingle playing in 
the background, before zooming out to reveal a large 
crowd of people dancing in the same way, somewhat 
resembling a rave party. Red takes a prominence in the 
background. This version of the jingle was sampled ina 
later dance music track, Forever and a Day by State One in 
2003. 


Filmed in a field of Gilfach Goch in Wales, it first shows a 
closeup of a Maori native, Jo Hutley, and then pulls back to 
reveal 14 Welsh amateur rugby players performing Haka, a 
traditional Maori dance that shows art and movement by 
using hands, feet, legs, body, voice, tongue and eyes. The 
players are dressed in red-striped polo shirts . The music is 
slow and played on strings, accompanying the sound of the 
rugby players' chant. This ident was eventually withdrawn 


Hip-Hop 


Massai 


Music Video 


Salsa 


Skateboarde 
rs 


29 March 
2002 -7 
October 

2006 


5 January 
2004 - 7 

October 

2006 


4 October 
2002 -7 
October 
2006 


29 March 
2002 -7 
October 

2006 


5 


September 


2003-7 
October 


after licensing issues with the music, and did not appear in 
the final montage. It was also one of the only two idents to 
be withdrawn during its run (the other being Tai-Chi 
(reflection)). The ident was usually used to introduce sports 
programming, and occasionally to introduce the weekend 
news bulletins. 


Sometimes known as Basketball, and filmed on 

a basketball court, this ident shows three basketball 
players dancing in their wheelchairs to a hip hop theme. 
The dancers are all dressed in red, with matching accents 
on their wheelchairs. The lead dancer is Ade Adepitan, a 
British paralympic basketball player, and presenter of 
the CBBC programme Xchange. The dance is made up of 
different wheelchair-basketball moves used in the game. 


Launched on 5 January 2004, this ident was filmed on an 
African Savanna. It features nine native Maasai tribesmen 
dancing in the centre. It is the only 'Rhythm & Movement' 
ident to be filmed outside the UK. The music is 
predominantly percussion-based. 


First broadcast on 4 October 2002, to coincide with the 
premiere of Fame Academy, the ident was filmed in studio 
with a red backdrop. It features one lead dancer and six 
back-up dancers. This ident resembles a music video, 
hence its name. It was the first ident that was not part of 
the original set of eight. 


Filmed in Sarratt, Hertfordshire against a decorated red 
backdrop, the camera first focuses on a couple 

dancing salsa, and then reveals a large group of dancing 
couples from a variety of backgrounds doing the same 
thing. 


Launched on 5 September 2003, the ident features three 
skateboarders skateboarding through a shipyard. This 
ident was filmed on location at the Harland and 

Wolff Shipyard in Belfast, Northern Ireland. The featured 


Tal-Chi 


Tango 


Tap Dogs 


Tumbler 


2006 


16 June 
2003 - 7 
October 
2006 


2 January 
2003 - 7 
October 

2006 


29 March 
2002 -7 
October 

2006 


4 January 


skateboarders are, from left to right, British professional 
skateboarders Olly Todd, Franklin Stephens and Danny 
Wainwright. Because the accompanying jingle is a mellow 
interpretation performed on a solo piano, this ident was 
often used to introduce the news, and when exiting the 
afternoon CBBC strand. It was also often used in the 
Midlands and Northern Ireland. 


On 7 September 2005, BBC Northern Ireland made a slight 
alteration to the skateboarders ident by turning the "BBC 
One NI" logo from red to green and introducing a new 
square in the opposite corner of the screen showing 

an English flag with the word "Nil" written over it. This was 
to celebrate Northern Ireland's 1-0 victory over England in 
a qualifier match for the 2006 FIFA World Cup. The ident 
was shown again the following Saturday ahead of Football 
Focus. It was the last ident to be used in Northern Ireland 
due to the setting of the ident taking place in Belfast. 


First broadcast on 16 June 2003, the ident features seven 
people dressed in traditional Chinese clothing 

performing t'ai chi on a lochside. This ident had two 
versions: one with the camera drawing back, revealing all 
the performers and their mirror image on the loch; the 
other (withdrawn in 2003) starts with the mirror image and 
spins round to reveal that the viewer is actually looking at 
the reflection. 


The tai chi exponents in the ident were mainly students 

of Edinburgh-based tai chi instructor lan Cameron, most of 
whom are teachers in their own right. The particular tai chi 
form performed was taken from the traditional Wudang 
system, adapted to suit the demands of the landscape. It 
was filmed near Loch Rannoch in Scotland. It was used 
frequently before the news. 


Launched on 2 January 2003, the ident was filmed 
in Leadenhall Market in the City of London and features 
three couples dancing the tango, supposedly in the rain. 


Filmed inside Littlebrook Power Station in Dartford, Kent, 
this ident shows six members of the dance troupe Tap 
Dogs performing a tap dance in red T-shirts. The upbeat 
jingle incorporates the sound of the troupe's tap shoes. 


First broadcast on 4 January 2005 replacing Haka, the ident 


features five people (all with some red on their clothes) 
breakdancing on a walkway. It had to be relaunched after 
24 hours, apparently due to a copyright dispute over the 


2005 - 7 background music. BBC One Scotland continued to use the 
October original version until the rebranding in 2006. The jingle is 
2006 upbeat and features synthesised brass. It was filmed on 


location at the now-demolished BBC Birmingham Pebble 
Mill Studios, and was the final ‘Rhythm & Movement’ ident 
to be added to its regular playlist. 


Special Idents/edit] 


The BBC continued its long tradition of using special idents at Christmas time 
throughout this branding period. The first ident, Snowflakes featured children dressed 
as snowflakes falling to earth and running around against a red sky background. This 
ident was used in 2002 and, for the first time in its history, was re-used again in 

2003. BBC Two also followed suit the same year, although rather than re-using an ident, 
they were used alongside that year's newer one. This re-using of the previous years 
ident caused public controversy and, as a result a new ident, entitled Christmas 
Puddings, was created the following year. The ident featured children dressed in red 
and bouncing on Space Hoppers that looked like Christmas puddings against a red 
background. The ident was designed by a young viewer of the children's 

programme Blue Peter, as part of a competition. A new ident was commissioned for 
2005 entitled Christmas Tree. In this one included children, again dressed in red, 
walking round a giant Christmas tree, carrying brightly coloured balls. The background 
this time was green, and the look and music has often been compared to the 2005 
film Charlie and the Chocolate Factory directed by Tim Burton. On BBC One Wales, in 
2005, an ident was shown to celebrate Wales' win in the 2005 Six Nations 
Championship. Played to the "Festival" music, it featured Wales supporters celebrating 
in a public house. The ONE in the BBC ONE box in the bottom-left corner of the screen 
was replaced with WON. 


This look was unusual in that no special idents were produced for events or 
programmes. However, a way used to promote the third series of Little Britain was for 
the shows announcer, Tom Baker to provide the continuity announcements for the 
evening over the normal idents. 


Parodies[edit] 


The idents were very quickly parodied by digital channel E4 in 2002 with spoofs of the 
Capoeira, Ballet and Acrobat idents.24! 


Comedians French and Saunders also created spoof idents for their 2002 Christmas 
special in which, dressed as old women, they first copied the Acrobat ident yet came 
loose from their ribbons and fell to the ground while in a spoof of Hip-Hop, the pair 
drove around slowly in mobility scooters at the setting of the Salsa ident. 


Comedian Peter Kay also made spoof editions of the Hip-Hop ident in 2003 in the guise 
of his Phoenix Nights character Brian Potter. The second version was shown minus the 
BBC One logo in 2005.2! This ident was used to introduce the Comic Relief of 2003. 


A further spoof featured Jon Culshaw as Tony Blair dancing in a fictional ident outside 10 
Downing Street. This was shown on a July 2003 episode of Dead Ringers, broadcast on 
BBC Two." 


Spoofs have also cropped up in BBC Three's animated adult comedy series Monkey 
Dust, making use of the generic red theme of the normal idents to show short films such 
as a gangland killing and the resulting aftermath. 


Replacement([edit] 


In August 2005, BBC One controller Peter Fincham had hinted that the dancers may be 
on their way out. He told the Edinburgh International Television Festival that "It may 
well be that the time is coming to look at a new way of doing it. No date or direct 
decision has been made but it's under review". 


In September 2005, it was announced that the BBC were working on a new set of idents 
to replace the dancers. A spokeswoman said "There is an idea for a change, but it is in 
very early days". 


According to the Media Guardian, Fincham then confirmed that in autumn 2006, the 
‘Rhythm and Movement' idents would be replaced with a new presentation package, 
along with a new schedule. As speculated, Red Bee Media would create the new 
presentation package. Red Bee created the new idents for the ITV channels that were 
introduced in January 2006. On 26 September the BBC confirmed that from 7 October 
2006, the ‘Rhythm and Movement’ idents would be replaced by a new Circle ident 
collection, including kites, surfers and hippopotamuses. 


The idents aired for the final time on 7 October 2006, at 1:10 am, in which a montage of 
idents was aired together, ending with the rarely seen ‘Ballet’ ident. The new idents 
made their debut on 7 October 2006 at 9:58 am BST, marking the end of the 'Rhythm 
and Movement' idents, which had defined the channel for four and a half years. 
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The BBC One 'Circle' idents were a set of on-screen channel identities used on BBC 
One from 7 October 2006 to 31 December 2016. They also featured on the BBC 
Worldwide channel, BBC America. The idents contained images of circles being formed 
by nature, or people and their actions. 


Launch[edit] 


The Circles ident package was announced on 26 September 2006 as the replacement 
for the ‘Rhythm & Movement" idents that had been in use since Easter 2002. When BBC 
One channel controller changed to Peter Fincham, he hinted in August 2005 that the 
dancers would be changed soon. He announced at the Edinburgh International 
Television Festival that "It may well be that the time is coming to look at a new way of 
doing it. No date or direct decision has been made but it's under review". 


The new idents would come into force alongside a revised schedule for the channel. The 
idents themselves were designed and produced for the BBC by Red Bee Media and 
marking the end of Lambie-Nairn's time at the BBC after fifteen years. Imran Hanif 
composed the original music for all idents, having been selected from a shortlist of 12 
composers and bands. 


Components of look[edit] 


All the idents revolved around a circular theme and all featured a scene which is 
revealed to end in a circle formation. The circle symbol was decided upon as a 'symbol 
of unity’, but it was also a 'nod' towards the channel's heritage and in particular, the 
classic globe icon used in various styles for much of its history. The idents would 


involve people, plants or animals moving, or whose interaction causes a circular shape, 
which is revealed at the end of the ident. The circle would then be emphasised by 
white lines and a red eclipse animating around it and revealing the BBC One logo at the 
end.2! The new BBC One logo featured a large lower case 'one' in the centre of the 
circle, with a smaller BBC logo to the upper left of the 'one’.2@! The channel uses this 
logo on its idents and promotions, however uses a box logo, similar to the last look, for 
promotions where the BBC One logo appears alongside other channels. This boxed logo 
features the BBC logo above the lower case ‘one’ in a red box. The box closely relates 
to the logos of BBC Two and BBC Four. 


As with the previous look, no clock ident was used, a trend repeated across nearly all 
other channels in the UK, however the Generic, Helicopter, Capes and Kites idents 
may also be used for introduction into the news, following criticisms in the previous look 
that the dancers didn't have an ident suitable for this purpose. 2!) 


Promotion style featured the BBC One logo appear at the bottom of the screen, similar 
to the 1997 look, before switching to the centre of a shaded red end-board, with the 
logo appearing in the centre. Static slides, now very much a rarely seen occurrence, 
featured the image as a cut out eclipse in the right hand side of the screen.“ 


In July 2008, the Kites, Moon, and Windows idents were dropped, but the Kites ident 
was reinstated on 2 May 2009. 


On 2 May 2009, all the idents were made shorter with new adaptations of the original 
Imran Hanif music, with the exception of Generic, Hippos and Surfers. 211 


Idents/edit] 


Title Air dates Description 


A group of three motorcycle stunt riders ride the "wall of 
7 October 2006 | death". Filmed at Shepperton Studios and directed by 
Bikes - 4 December Stuart Douglas, the ident features a lot of fast-paced film 
2016 work, as well as a slowed down top down shot of the 
motor cyclists. 


Numerous people in colourful rain coats on bikes ride 
through a rain storm, as people watch, the sun comes out. 
The final shot shows all the bikers forming a rainbow-like 
circle at a roundabout. Filmed on public roads in London 
and a private car park at Earls Court. The Directed by Matt 
Losasso, This ident was used before all BBC One 
programmes shown on the BBC iPlayer and is often used 
to introduce the BBC News. 


24 August 2008 
Capes - 4 December 
2016 


Despite the "Circles" package being taken out of rotation 
on 1 January 2017, this ident was still used to introduce 
Panorama on 9 January at 20:30pm, due to the lack of a 
suitable ident for the replacement Oneness idents. 
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29 August 2008 
- 4 December 
2016 


7 October 2006 
- 4 December 
2016 


3 December 
2007 - 4 
December 2016 


1 January 2008 
- 4 December 
2016 


7 October 2006 
- 4 December 
2016 


7 October 2006 
- July 2008; 

2 May 2009 - 4 
December 2016 


A pack of dogs doing circles tricks, including jumping 
through fire hoops, jumping over fences and weaving in 
and out of sticks laid out in a circle which then produces 
the 'BBC One' animation. Filmed in the garden of a stately 
home in Wrotham Park in Hertfordshire and directed by 
Matt Losasso. 


Filmed at the Haberdashers Estate in North London and 
directed by Howard Greenhalgh, a circle of footballers kick 
their balls in time into the centre, so smaller rings form 
inside the circle of players. Usually used to 

introduce sports programming, as well as Weekend News 
bulletins before the 2009 revamp. 


A red arc spins around the BBC One logo on a red 
background. The music used is a simple version of the six- 
note counter tune. Only used to introduce the BBC News 
90 second bulletin at 8pm. In Northern Ireland, this ident 
uses the 'Enjoy 2015' ident music from 2015. This ident 
was also used in the trailer endboards, menus, BBC Action 
Line slides and breakdown slides. 


An aerial shot of a helicopter landing on the top of Bishop 
Rock lighthouse in the Isles of Scilly. Three variations of 
the ident were launched including slower paced versions 
and shortened opening films. The soundtrack for this ident 
was the most sombre when launched, featuring a lone 
choir singer as its soundtrack, however since May 2009 
the soundtrack was changed dramatically to be more 
upbeat. This ident often precedes the BBC News. 


Numerous hippos swim around in a circular formation. 
Produced using a combination of computer animation and 
live action backgrounds and directed by Charlie Mawer 
and Mike McGee, this ident was edited for length in May 
2009, but the soundtrack remained the same. The ident is 
mostly used prior to entertainment or daytime 
programming. 


A group of kite flying enthusiasts gather together to 
create a circle effect with their kites. Filmed at Ynyslas 
beach in Wales and directed by Matthias Hoene, it was the 
first ident from the new package to be aired. This ident 
was withdrawn around July 2008 but was brought back in 
May 2009 with a more upbeat soundtrack. This ident is 
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2016 
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13 October 
2007 - 4 
December 2016 


3 August 2009 - 
5 May 2014 


often used to introduce the BBC News. 


Despite the Circles packages being taken out of rotation in 
January 2017, it was mistakenly used to introduce Reggie 
Yates: Hidden Australia on 7 September 2017. 


A group of suburban housewives each mow a series 

of crop circles into their lawns using a variety of mowers 
from different time periods, which form three large circles 
when viewed from above. Filmed in a residential garden 
in Netherne-on-the-Hill, near Reigate and 

Banstead, Surrey. 


The natural world and a group of fairies come together to 
create a circle in the middle of the sunlit woodland. 
Directed by Matt Losasso. Before the 2009 refresh, a 
slightly shortened version of this ident was used to 
introduce the BBC News. 


A group of British scientists successfully launch a pod to 
land on a distant planet. Out of the pod emerges a curious 
rover that begins drawing circles on the face of the planet. 
Whilst the robot spins, a shadow of a circular spaceship 
glides into the robot's circle, making a perfect fit, and 
exits at the same speed not stopping and soon comes off 
camera. Filmed at Shepperton Studios and directed by 
Matt Losasso. 


People in fishing boats come together to form the moon 
out of separate sections. Filmed at the Kamenjak 
peninsula in northern Croatia and directed by Howard 
Greenhalgh, this ident is one of three idents that have 
been withdrawn. Was often used to introduce the BBC 
News, particularly late bulletins. This ident was 
reintroduced in Northern Ireland on 4 October 2016. 


Neon figures come to life, stroll down the centre street 
and take a ride on a ferris wheel. Shot in Blackpool, the 
ident was conceived by James Spence and animated by 
Brand New School, New York. The ident was originally 
used before programmes during Saturday evenings only, 
however this became a regular ident when it was edited in 
May 2009. 


Numerous people use pedal power to light up the circle 
around the BBC One logo, displayed on a red board in the 


Penguins 


Ring-a- 
Roses 


Surfers 


Televisio 
n Centre 


Windows 


World 
Cup 
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2016 
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2016 
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2016 
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field. Directed by Grant Gee, this ident was launched to 
coincide with the first programme of Bang Goes the 
Theory. This ident was withdrawn on 5 May 2014 when 
the show was cancelled. 


Originally the Christmas ident for 2007, Penguins enter 
and skate around an ice rink with other skaters. Altered 
for everyday use, it was aired without Christmas 
decorations and a new soundtrack based on Imran Hanif's 
original composition and definitive three note signature 
counter tune. The 2009 edit saw the music being edited 
again. It was used frequently, but not exclusively, during 
the winter period. 


Also known as Petals, a group of children are shown 
playing with the natural flowers in a meadow before 
joining hands to form a "ring-a-roses" dance. Filmed 

in Coton, Northamptonshire and directed by Stuart 
Douglas. This ident was often used to 

introduce CBBC and CBeebies before they stopped airing 
on BBC One in 2012, and until 2016, it was commonly 
used to coincide drama based programmes. 


Carlos 'Coco' Nogales and others ride a huge wave before 
crashing down after formation of the BBC One logo. 
Filmed at Puerto Escondido on the west coast 

of Mexico and directed by Howard Greenhalgh, this ident 
was edited for time in May 2009, but the music remained 
the same. 


Members of the public dance in the circular courtyard 

of BBC Television Centre. It was launched to 

introduce Strictly Come Dancing, but has since been used 
to introduce other programming as well. When Television 
Centre closed down on 31 March, this ident became out of 
date and was withdrawn. 


Residents on a housing estate use their windows to reflect 
sunlight into a ring. Filmed at the Greenwich Millennium 
Village in south east London and directed by Matthias 
Hoene. This ident was withdrawn in 2008 and was often 
used to introduce daytime programming. 


Also known as Stadium, spectators at a football match 
stand up and wave different colour banners in a circle 


pattern. The ident was introduced for use during the 2010 
2016 FIFA World Cup. The ident was directed by Matt Losasso, 
and was used prior to sport programmes. 
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Special idents[edit] 


In addition to the usual set of idents used throughout the year, numerous other idents 
have been added for special occasions, both nationally and in the nations and regions. 
Some of these are included below. 


Christmas| edit] 


e Snowball- Christmas 2006 and 2007 - A community coming together to build a 
giant snowball. Filmed using various sized polystyrene snowballs, the largest of 
which was 6 metres (20 ft) high. The ident first aired on Saturday 16 December at 
around 18:00, finishing in the early hours of New Year's Day when the original idents 
were restored.2 This ident was revived for Christmas 2007 to run alongside 
the Penguins which also debuted on Saturday 15 December, and was last shown 
introducing 'Weatherview' on New Year's Day 2008 around 02:20. !<tation needeai 

e Penguins - Christmas 2007 - Filmed at an ice-rink in Romford, 3D animated 
penguins skate round the decorated ice rink alongside human skaters. The ident 
first aired on Saturday 15 December at 18:10, and was last seen before linking 
into BBC News 24 on New Years Day at 02:25. The ident was re-introduced in 
February 2008 as a regular ident. 

e Wallace and Gromit's Runaway Sled - Christmas 2008 - Wallace and 
Gromit were the subject of the Christmas ident this year, due to their new short A 
Matter of Loaf and Death debuting on Christmas Day. Gromit is seen pushing 
Wallace up a hill on a sled before Wallace slides down the other side of the hill and 
lands head deep in snow. Gromit then takes his place, performing tricks on the sled 
as it slides round the circular indented hill containing the BBC One logo. Written by 
Rachel Webb and James Spence and created by Aardman Animations using stop 
frame animation, the ident first appeared at 18:10 on 13 December. There are 
different versions of the ident: in one version, Wallace can be heard talking, whereas 
he is silent in another. A version was also made which preceded news and serious 
programming had slightly slower music, did not feature the characters and cut 
straight to the circle in view. The ident was last aired at 2:00 a.m. on 2 January 
2009.21 

e Doctor Who - Christmas 2009 - David Tennant, as the tenth incarnation of 
the Doctor from Doctor Who, is the theme this year to mark the Doctor Who story 
"The End of Time", which would be Tennant's last appearance as the Doctor.” The 
ident sees the Doctor walking through a snowy forest, and using a herd 
of reindeer to pull his TARDIS free from the snow and to use it as a sleigh.2 A news 
ident was also created featuring a darker sky, sombre music and all traces of Doctor 
Who removed.2 The ident package first aired on 12 December at 18:45 and was last 
aired in the early morning of 2 January. 

e Christmas Lights - Christmas 2010 - An ident showing people enjoying Christmas 
on the streets and turning on Christmas lights on the houses in a circular cul-de-sac. 
Variations featuring different starting films were used, as was a news version which 
went straight into the circular ending with slower music and the lights on the roofs 


don't turn on and off. The ident was first aired at 18:00 on 11 December, and was 
last seen in the early hours of New Years Day introducing the BBC News Channel. 
Consider Yourself One Of Us - Christmas 2011 - A mixture of idents were used 
this Christmas. The main ident featured many celebrities who would be featuring in 
programmes on the channel that Christmas, such as Sir Bruce Forsyth, Michael 
McIntyre, David Jason, Brendan O'Carroll, Frank Skinner, Matt Smith, Karen Gillan, 

a Cyberman, Graham Norton and The Outnumbered kids (Tyger Drew-Honey, Daniel 


Roche, Ramona Marquez) in a homefront setting with a crackling fire, singing 
"Consider Yourself" from Broadway Musical Oliver. After all the celebrities have 
appeared they all stand in a circle. The backdrop then disappears to reveal a snowy 
landscape and Carol Singers and sledgers gathering round them. They all sing 
together and look up into the sky. The circle is blurred out and large snowflakes 
start to fall from the sky as the logo forms. A news version was made which cut 
straight to the blurred out circle. Shortened versions were made, which showed a 
group of celebrities before cutting to a cake to make the circle. All variants featured 
instrumental music used in the main ident. The ident package originally debuted as 
a trailer 30 November after programmes until the ident was first shown on Saturday 
10 December at 17:35. The main ident is currently the longest in ident history as the 
actual feature runs for 1:15 before the logo appears. The whole package was last 
used in the early hours of New Year's Day 2012, the original idents were restored 
the next morning. 

It's Showtime - Christmas 2012 - Reflecting the theme of the channel's 
promotional trailers for this Christmas season, the ident features a long line of 
sparkly dust forming a Christmas tree on the backdrop of a show curtain before 
forming the BBC One circle, with the BBC One logo itself re-painted in a shade of 
gold for the first time in the history of these idents. A second ident, to be used 
before the news, replaces the tree with an already-drawn snowflake that morphs 
into the BBC One logo and removes the background music. A longer version of the 
‘Snowflake’ variant, with background music was later introduced, along with an 
additional ident that used fireworks as the backdrop to reflect the New Year. Special 
variants were also used to precede the film premieres of Shrek Forever 

After (featuring Shrek), The Princess and the Frog (featuring Prince Naveen as a 
frog) and Up (featuring Russell). First shown at 20:00 on Friday 14 December and 
was last used in the earlier hours of 2 January 2013. The regular idents were 
restored the next day with the addition of "Love 2013". 

Have A Wonderful Christmas - Christmas 2013 - A sparkly-looking BBC One logo 
is drawn up on a sheet of wrapping paper, reflecting the theme used in the 
channel's promotional trailers for the festive season. Four versions were created for 
the look: one with robins on the paper, angels either side of Christmas trees, a 
kaleidoscope snowflake, and another that featured reindeer. A fifth variant was later 
introduced featuring baubles with the Toy Story characters inside, to reflect that the 
channel had all three films from the Toy Story series being shown over Christmas. A 
silent version of the snowflake ident (with just the sound effects) is used ahead of 
the news. At first, the Capes and Kites idents was used ahead of the news. First 
shown at 19:10 on Saturday 7 December, and was last used just before 23:15 on 
Tuesday 31 December. The regular idents and presentation were restored the 
following day with the addition of "Love 2014". 

Christmas Trees - Christmas 2014 - A set of idents based around popular TV 
shows being broadcast over the Christmas period, shown as Christmas trees. Three 
versions have been created, a blue TARDIS tree for Doctor Who, a glitterball tree 
with a dancing fairy for Strictly Come Dancing, and a cake tree with gingerbread 
men decorations for The Great British Bake Off. These idents consist of people 


coming together in a forest to decorate individual trees, then panning out, revealing 
the circular formation of the trees. A shortened version that features just the forest 
of trees is used to precede the news and other serious related programming (e.g. 
The Queen's Christmas Day Message). These idents were first shown at 20:15 on 
Saturday 6 December 2014 and was last used at 23:15 on Wednesday 31 December 
with the glitterball tree being the last one used. Later on at 00:30, a month long set 
of presentation entitled "Enjoy 2015" was used. 

Sprout Boy - Christmas 2015 - 2015 saw the BBC launch their festive idents with 
the story of Sprout Boy as "not the most loved christmas vegetable" and the short 
story is narrated by Peter Capaldi as Sprout Boy goes all over to find someone to like 
him until he stumbles upon a gathering of BBC all-star cast as he shown to be part 
of the group and is welcomed by all. The ident was first shown on Tuesday 1 
December around 19:30 after The One Show was aired. The all-star BBC cast were 
all done in CGI animation including Sprout Boy himself and was developed by ad 
agency RKCR/Y&R. The CGI cast include Peter Capaldi (as the Doctor from Doctor 
Who), Benedict Cumberbatch and Martin Freeman (as Sherlock Holmes and Dr 
Watson from Sherlock), will.i.am (from The Voice), Idris Elba (as John Luther 

from Luther), Mary Berry (from The Great British Bake Off), Graham 

Norton (from The Graham Norton Show), June Brown (as Dot 

Cotton from EastEnders) and Tess Daly and Claudia Winkleman (from Strictly Come 
Dancing). Other variations featured the titular character pulling a cracker with a gold 
ring landing on his head and another where he falls over whilst writing a gift tag and 
gets a bow ribbon stuck to its back. A variation featuring just a forest background 
with lanterns was used to precede the news and The Queen's message on Christmas 
Day.“4, The presentation was last used on Thursday 31 December at 23:30, linking 
into Bryan Adams Rocks Big Ben Live. The regular idents were restored immediately 
afterwards, at 00:45 on 1 January 2016. 

BBC Oneness - Christmas 2016 - Sunday 4 December saw the official BBC launch 
of their 2016 festive ident titled Oneness before an episode of Planet Earth. These 
idents consist of: a zoom in clip of several men in a pub whereby one of them 
reveals his Christmas Jumper with a flashing Rudolph nose on it which becomes the 
‘BBC One’ ident, a clip with a grandfather falling asleep in his armchair and his head 
becoming the BBC One logo, a family seated around a table enjoying the Christmas 
meal with a person attempting to light a Christmas pudding with the BBC One logo 
forming in front of it and another with a red bauble being hung on a lit Christmas 
tree (which doubles up as the variant to introduce the news). The 'Winning 
Weekend' variant - used on the weekend of 17 and 18 December - has a gold bauble 
being hung on a lit Christmas tree. All of these idents appear with snowflakes flying 
from them. For Christmas Day, a special set of 'Oneness' idents were used to 
introduce all of the channel's afternoon and evening programmes - namely for 

the Queen's Christmas Broadcast, the film Frozen, The Great Christmas Bake 

Off, Doctor Who, Strictly Come Dancing, Call the Midwife, EastEnders and Mrs. 
Brown's Boys. The presentation was last used on Saturday 31 December at 23:25 - 
the Christmas Pudding being the last ident to be used. It was replaced at 01:00 on 1 
January 2017 by a new set of idents based around the 'Oneness' theme. 


Other| edit] 


Daffodils - 1 March 2007 - 2012, 2013-2016 - A special Saint David's Day ident 
used on BBC One Wales only. This ident used the 'Moon' ident music from 2007 to 
2009; from 2010 onwards this was replaced by the edited 'Roses' ident music, which 
is an adaptation of Imran Hanif's original composition and definitive three note 
signature counter tune that has graced all the circle idents since 2006.24 


BBC Won Wales 2008 - February 2008 - Ident seen on BBC One Wales to 
celebrate Wales' win over England in the 2008 Six Nations Championship. This ident 
uses the 'Bike' ident music and reads 'BBC Won' instead of 'BBC One’.22 

Robert Burns - 25 January 2009 - Shown to commemorate the 250th anniversary 
of the birth of Robert Burns, this ident features two mice circling on an untidy heap 
of manuscripts, in reference to a poem by Burns, To a Mouse. Seen on BBC One 
Scotland only. 

Ashes to Ashes - April to July 2009 & 2010 - Used to promote the second and third 
series of Ashes to Ashes, it featured the characters of the programme seated in 

an Audi Quattro set in 1982. It premiered on 11 April 2009 and was directed by Tim 
Pope and conceived by James Spence and Joe Lee.24 

Glitterballs - November to December 2009 - Ident promoting and shown directly 
before Strictly Come Dancing. In this ident, the circle is centred around a glitter ball 
and uses a variation of the show's theme music as the ident's background music. 
First shown on 7 November and not seen after 12 December 2009.22 A new 
version, with gold glitterballs instead of the original silver, debuted on 23 September 
2016 with the same music. 

EastEnders - February to September 2010 - Also known as A/bert Square. This 
ident promoting EastEnders’ 25th anniversary, it features the regular cast members 
looking in amazement as the Albert Square turns into Albert Circle. Written and 
Directed by James Spence, it was first aired on Monday 15 February on the 25th 
Anniversary week, and continued to air at the start of most of the programmes to 
celebrate the 25th Anniversary year. This ident was last aired on 10 September 
following set changes as part of a story arc, namely the fire at the Queen Vic pub. 
21 The ident was reintroduced in 2015 to be shown before every episode of 
EastEnders, albeit a shorter version, as many of the characters featured in the 
original no longer appear in the show. 

House of Fun - |dent promoting the new Saturday night schedule consisting 

of Over the Rainbow, Doctor Who and Total Wipeout. Features cartoon versions 

of Graham Norton, Charlotte Church, the Eleventh Doctor and Richard 

Hammond representing each programme respectively. Created by Aardman 
Animations, it was used on Saturday Nights from 24 April to 19 June 2010.24 
Planet Dinosaur - ident promoting the new dinosaur documentary series Planet 
Dinosaur. The ident uses an edited clip from the programme; a Camptosaurus is 
seen eating plants whilst the camera moves to reveal an Allosaurus, whose zoomed 
in eye is where the logo forms. It was used between 14 September 2011 and 19 
October 2011, which was the series’ run. 

Wild Week - An ident used on the Wild Week season on BBC One Northern Ireland. 
The ident focuses on a duck and uses the Forest ident music.” 

Frozen Planet - An ident used to introduce and promote the Frozen 

Planet documentary series. A group of penguins are seen. The logo forms around 
the sun. It was used between 26 October 2011 and 28 December 2011, which was 
the series’ run. 

Planet Earth Live - An ident used to introduce and promote Planet Earth Live. 
Similar to Frozen Planet, the earth is seen, before the camera zooms in, to reveal 

a desert with birds and elephants. 

St David's Day 2012 - Shadows of people walking towards the sunset are shown. 
Only seen 1 March 2012 on BBC One Wales. The soundtrack is the original unedited 
music from Forest. 

Love 2013 - The BBC One logo gives way to a rippling background upon which is 
written 'LOVE 2013'. A variation was also made for spring entitled Love Spring. 


e Africa - The BBC One logo appears on top of an African night sky, and separately on 
a flock of flamingoes'’. 

e BBC Won Wales 2013 - An aerial view camera zooms in onto the Millennium 
Stadium. A rugby ball can be seen flying out of the stadium, leaving behind it a trail 
of smoke. The camera pans around 180 degrees and after a firework explodes, 'BBC 
Won Wales' appears. March 2013. 

e BBC Onesie - A bunch of people dressed up in onesies walk up some curved stairs. 
‘BBC Onesie’ appears. Used to link in Comic Relief 2013 back from BBC Two after the 
10 'O Clock news. 

e The Voice UK - Special ident to introduce the second series of the talent 
competition, The Voice UK, in 2013. The four coaches (Danny O'Donoghue, Jessie 
J, Tom Jones and will.i.am) are seen in their revolving chairs before the camera rests 
on the view of the stage from behind the microphone. 

e Love 2014 - Similar to the Love 2013 ident, but with a different soundtrack. The 
BBC One logo gives way to a rippling background with the words 'LOVE 2014' 
written inside a heart shape. First used at 00:30 on New Year's Day 2014. 

e Torchwood: Children of Earth - The ident begins with different idents, but while it 
zooms back, the screen loses signal, which is replaced things from Torchwood series 
in glitches. 

e Commonwealth Games 2014 - Panoramic views of some of the venues of 
the 2014 Commonwealth Games in Glasgow are seen before the camera rests on 
the roof of the SSE Hydro where the BBC One logo forms. The music from the 
‘Capes' ident is used. Introduced the channel's coverage of the Games from 23 July 
to 3 August. Scotland continues to use this ident. 

e Life Story - This special ident is used from 23 October to 27 November 2014 
features the male Puffer Fish creates an amazing display of circles to attract females 
where the BBC One logo forms, this promote the coverage of the epic six- 
part Nature documentary, Life Story narrated by David Attenborough. 

e Enjoy 2015 - Various items and themes related to the month of January, such as 
high street store sales and a fireplace are shown before the BBC One logo appears 
on a plain red background, with a mug of cocoa in the 'O' of the logo. Another ident 
showing the two people riding at the ice skaters and the gloves showing the two are 
shown before the BBC One logo appears on a plain red background, with birds 
eating a suet ball that forms the 'O' of the logo. First seen at 00:30 on New Year's 
Day 2015 and was last used airing into BBC News on 1 February 2015. 

e Rio 2016 - in this ident, an anteater swinging a wooden hammer in the Amazon 
rainforest. This ident was used for the 2016 Summer Olympics in Rio. First seen on 5 
August 2016 and it was last seen on 21 August 2016. 

e Planet Earth Il- These three idents are introduced to promote the six-part nature 
documentary Planet Earth II, in the first ident, mountains are staying still and it 
changes the sky from daytime to nighttime during the Time-lapse (with clouds 
drifting away and turns into stars at night), in the second ident, two goat- 
sized Nubian ibexes are walking steadily across the steep of rocky mountains, 
female ibex is supported by a young male ibex to follow the tracks as the camera 
zooms slowly to see some Nubian ibexes walking the rocks, and the final one, a 
band of flamingoes strides quickly towards the single flamingo in the water, albeit 
with an audio is the same as 'Glitterballs', but more joyous than the other two 
idents. First aired on 6 November 2016 and it was last aired on 11 December 2016. 


In addition to the idents above, some modifications were made to existing idents to 
promote other programmes. A chameleon, which caught and ate a fairy, was added to 
the Forest ident to promote Life in Cold Blood in February 2008;2" and to promote 


the BBC One Wales series Ro/f on Welsh Art, the Forest ident was again modified to 
have a paint like appearance. In addition to this, red noses were added to some of the 
hippos in the Hippos ident for Comic Relief programmes in 2007 and 2009,8" and an 
animated Pudsey Bear was added to the Ring-a-Roses ident for the BBC Children In 
Need appeal for 2010. A modified version of Mission Contro/ was made for Doctor 

Who episode The Bells of Saint John with the end of the ident appearing as if it had been 
hacked by the Shard. In preparation for the 50th Anniversary special of Doctor Who, The 
Day of the Doctor, various idents throughout November have featured a rewind effect, 
with the Eleventh Doctor intruding and informing the viewer that "the clock is ticking". A 
similar modification was made in August 2014, to promote, and which featured, the first 
episode to involve the Twelfth Doctor. 


BBC America[edit] 


All of the idents were also used on BBC America, the BBC's outlet in the United States. 
The BBC America versions of the idents featured the words 'One World’ in the same font 
and position as the 'One' in the BBC One logo before animating itself into the current 
stacked BBC America logo. These idents were cut down compared to the original British 
versions, however they retained their original soundtrack when the British versions were 
changed in May 2009.24! 


Replacement([edit] 


After a little over 10 years in use, the 'Circle' idents ceased at the end of 2016, with 
their final appearance on 4 December 2016. 'xt2tienneedeat 


The presentation was replaced by the 'Oneness' idents, created by Martin Parr, 
essentially continuing on from the theme of the Christmas idents from 2016; as such, 
the Christmas idents that year could have been seen as a preview to the full new look 
that was revealed in the early hours on New Year's Day 2017.25) 


See also[edit] 
EIEISBBC portal 


e History of BBC television idents 
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The Exercise Class ident 


The BBC One 'Oneness' idents are a set of on-screen channel identities used on BBC 
One from 1 January 2017 to present. The idents feature groups of people doing 
activities in everyday life, with the aim of the showing them coming together in these 
various ways. The logo is now placed at the bottom of the screen instead of the middle. 


Launch[edit] 


Street photographer Martin Parr was commissioned by BBC One to create the idents. 

u The 'Oneness' theme had first been exhibited the previous Christmas for the channel's 
identity, hence giving the impression that those idents ultimately served as a preview to 
the new look that made its full launch on New Year's Day 2017. Around 24 idents are 
expected to be filmed, which will be gradually introduced one by one over the course of 
the first year. More idents are expected to be produced throughout 2018. 


This is the first set of idents that have been produced with the input of BBC Creative, a 
new in house creative agency responsible for BBC presentation. 


Components of look[edit] 


Each ident begins with a tagline showing who the people are and what they are doing, 
and the location of where the ident is filmed. At the bottom of the screen, the word 
‘Oneness' is drawn up before fading into the BBC One logo. Programme trailers retain 
the same look and design of the previous 'Circle' era, except the endboards now consist 
of a plain red background as opposed to a one with a circular design as before. Some of 
the idents also seem to have been inspired/echo the themes of the past 'Rhythm and 
Movement' ones from before the 'Circle' Era. End credits promotional material is 
changed. 


Idents[edit] 
2 Air ame 
Title datas Description 
A group of people are performing a dance workout 
Exercise Class, 1 January | routine. Filmed in Avonmouth. This was the first ident of 
Avonmouth (2 - 25 April | the new look to be used at 01:00 on 1 January 2017. 
versions) 2017 Removed after a few months due to initial poor 
reception. 
A group of people are walking in and back out of the sea. 
5 Filmed in Clevedon. Initially used for the BBC 
Sea Swimmers, 1 January ‘ : : : 
News before the introduction of more suitable idents. 
Clevedon (2 - 2 July 


2017 Removed after a few months due to initial poor reception 
- however, version 2 of the ident appeared before 
Sunday Politics on 2 July 2017. 


versions) 


Mountain Rescue 
Volunteers, 
Brecon 

Beacons (2 
versions) 


Wheelchair Rugby 
Team, 

Llantrisant (3 
versions) 


Forest 


Skaters, 
Southwark 


Birdwatchers, 
Rainham 
Marshes (2 
versions)® 


Cavers, Wemyss 


Bhangra, 
Edinburgh New 
Town 


9 January 
2017 - 
present 


aal 

January 
2017 - 
present 


T5 

January 
2017 - 
present 


11 March 
2017 - 
present 


11 March 
2017 - 
present 


1 April 
2017 - 
present 


3 April 
2017 - 
present 


A mountain rescue team and their dog are walking down 
from a 4x4 emergency vehicle in a wintry forest. Filmed 
in the Brecon Beacons. Commonly used to introduce 
serious programming, along with the BBC News and 
overnight simulcasts of BBC News Channel 


A team of wheelchair rugby players. Filmed 

in Llantrisant. Usually used to introduce sporting 
programmes. Also used in entertainment and comedy 
programmes, but nowadays used for serious 
programming and the BBC News. 


A still forest with no people in sight. Used for BBC News 
and sombre/emergency situations. This ident lacks the 
‘oneness’ animation. 


A group of skaters skate around a dance hall. Filmed 
in Southwark. Often used to introduce daytime 
programmes, entertainment programmes and comedy 
programmes. 


A group of birdwatchers stand in a field, looking at 
offscreen birds with their binoculars and commenting on 
them. Filmed in the Rainham Marshes. Primarily used for 
serious programming and the BBC News - both their 
main bulletins and overnight simulcasts. 


A group of modern cavers with headlamps are going 
underground inside the cave. Filmed in Wemyss. Often 
used to introduce the menagerie of drama based 
programmes, BBC Three programmes and serious 
shows. 


A group of bhangra dancers dance to Indian music. 
Filmed in Edinburgh New Town. Primarily used for 
comedy programming, films and entertainment shows. 


Tandem Cyclists, 
Belfast 


Night Kayakers, 
Killyleagh 


Allotment 
Holders, 
Smethwick 


Bog Snorkellers, 
Llanwrtyd 
Wells (2 versions) 


Boxers, Digbeth 


Banger Racers, St 
Brides 


Ten Pin Bowlers, 
Hockley 


10 May 
2017 - 
present 


10 May 
2017 - 
present 


7 June 
2017 - 
present 


7 June 
2017 - 
present 


7 June 
2017 - 
present 


7 June 
2017 - 
present 


22 July 
2017 - 
present 


A group of tandem cyclists look at the camera and then 
cycle off. Filmed in Belfast. Occasionally used to 
introduce a wide variety of programmes including 

the BBC News - both their main bulletins and overnight 
simulcasts. 


A group of kayakers paddle in the water during the 
nighttime. Filmed in Killyleagh. Often used for serious 
programming, programmes from BBC Three, drama 
shows and the BBC News - both their main bulletins and 
overnight simulcasts. 


A group of allotment holders tend to the ground and 
then pose to the camera. Filmed in Smethwick. Used for 
a wide variety of programmes, along with overnight 
simulcasts of the BBC News Channel. 


Five Bog Snorkellers in various costumes. In one ident 
there are preparing to enter the bog, while in the other 
they emerge. Filmed in Llanwrtyd Wells. Used for the 
likes of entertainment, comedy and live shows. 


A group of boxers pose for the camera and then start an 
exercise session. Filmed in Digbeth. Occasionally used 
for a range of programmes, as well as sport 
programming. 


A group of racers pose through the open windows of 
their cars, while a race takes place in the background. 
Filmed in St Brides. Often used to introduce drama 
shows, sport programmes and primetime shows. 


A group of ten pin bowlers are ready and waiting to 
knock down some skittles by using a ten pin bowl. 
Filmed in Hockley. Frequently used for entertainment, 
comedy shows and live shows. 


Fell Runners, 
Mourne 
Mountains 


Llama Trekkers, 
Armagh 


Drone Racers, 
Nottingham 


Wild Campers, 
Glencoe 


Under 7 
Footballers, 
Barnet (2 
versions) 


Sausage Dog 
Walkers, 
Newcastle upon 
Tyne 


Cheerleaders, 
Manchester 


4 August 
2017 - 
present 


4 August 
2017 - 
present 


1 January 
2018 - 
present 


1 January 
2018 - 
present 


15 June 
2018 - 
present 


14 July 
2018 - 
present 


14 July 
2018 - 
present 


A group of runners come to a stop at a group of rocks, 
and decide where to go next. Filmed in the Mourne 
Mountains. Used for the likes of daytime, primetime 
programmes, drama shows and fairly serious 
programmes. 


A group of young people walk through a gate with three 
llamas. Filmed in Armagh. Often used to introduce a 
wide array of daily based programmes, along with 
overnight simulcasts of the BBC News Channel. 


A group of young people play around with their drones. 
Filmed in Nottingham. Frequently used to introduce 
entertainment, reality and comedy programmes. 
Originally filmed in August 2017, but was held back from 
being shown until the New Year. 


A group of young people come out of their tents. Filmed 
in Glencoe. Used for the likes of drama, serious 
programmes and everyday programmes. Originally 
filmed in August 2017, but was held back from being 
shown until the New Year.& 


A team of under 7 footballers participate in a training 
session. Filmed in Barnet. First shown to tie in with the 
start of BBC's coverage of the 2018 FIFA World Cup, but 
usually used for sporting programmes. 


A group of people with sausage dogs are walking in the 
seaside park outside the bridge in the background, 
whilst sausage dogs are barking and yapping to help 
them to fetch some food. Filmed in Newcastle upon 
Tyne. Often used to introduce a wide array of 
programmes, along with BBC News. 


A group of cheerleaders (9 women and 1 man) dance to 
hip hop/electropop music. Filmed in Manchester. Used 
for a menagerie of programmes, as well as 


Taekwondo Club, 
Trafford 


Swing Dancers, 
County Durham 


Volunteer 
Lifeguards, 
Exmouth (2 
versions) 


Stee/ Pan Band, 
Plymouth 


14 July 
2018 - 
present 


14 July 
2018 - 
present 


6 August 
2018 - 
present 


8 August 
2018 - 
present 


Special idents| edit] 


Title 


Let it Shine& 


One Love 


Air dates 


7 January - 
25 February 
2017 


4 June 2017 


entertainment programming. 


A group of 9 children performs taekwondo martial arts 
movements during the training session with 2 supporters 
(mum and dad) watch and learn. Filmed in Trafford. 
Frequently used for sporting programmes, primetime 
shows and entertainment programmes, along with BBC 
News. 


A group of 12 swing dancers dancing in a variety of 
styles. Filmed in Crook, County Durham. Primarily used 
for a wide range of programmes, also introduced to 
coincide the seventeenth series of Strictly Come 


Dancing. 


Nine lifeguards in different surf rescue coats. In one 
ident there are using surfboards to go back into the sea 
for surfing, while in the other carry an Inflatable Rescue 
Boat for the rescue sea mission. Filmed in Exmouth. 
Often used to introduce a whole number of programmes, 
along with overnight simulcasts of the BBC News 
Channel (version 1 only) 


A group of 12 people in red T-shirts performing Calypso 
music with steel pan drums. Filmed in Plymouth. Usually 
used for a selection of all round programmes. 


Description 


Used to promote Let it Shine, the ident 
features: Graham Norton, Mel Giedroyc, Dannii 
Minogue, Martin Kemp and Gary Barlow. 


This logo is placed at the middle of the screen instead of 
the bottom, like the 2006 idents. 


Used to introduce the One Love Manchester benefit 


Manchester 
14 June 
Generic 2017 - 
present 
7 16-17 june 
Pitch Battle 5017 
9 
Strictly Come Be ed 
Danding December 
2017 
Wedding 


Guests, London | 7-15 
(Comic Relief March 2019 
2019) 


Donna and the 


Dynamos, 15 March 
Greece (Comic | 2019 
Relief 2019) 


BBC Threetime | 4 March 
(BBC Three on | 2019 - 
BBC One) present 


Laurence Lyle, | 16 July 
A Golf Course 2019 


concert, the ident features the BBC One logo in the 
middle of the screen on a splash of black background 
over the top of the usual red one, with a single bee 
flying over it. The 'O' in the logo is shaped like a heart. 


Used to introduce the BBC News at Six on the day of 
the Grenfell Tower fire. Similar to the One Love 
Manchester ident, the BBC One logo silently appears on 
a dark red background. Used first in BBC One Northern 
Ireland and later on BBC One to introduce DEC 
Indonesian Tsunami Appeal on 4 October 2018. 


Used to promote Pitch Battle. The ident featured various 
choirs from the show singing the theme tunes of The 
One Show, EastEnders, The Graham Norton 

Show, Doctor Who and Casualty before they aired over 
the weekend. An ident featuring all of the choirs was 
used to introduce Pitch Battle itself. 


Used to introduce Strictly Come Dancing. This ident 
features couples waltzing around in a circle, a nod to 
the previous incarnation of BBC One idents from 2006, 
whilst people are heard humming the first few bars of 
the Strictly theme tune. Like the Let /t Shine variant, the 
BBC One logo is in middle of the screen instead of the 
bottom, similar to the 2006 idents. 


This ident features the cast of Four Weddings and a 
Reunion. Used to promote programs leading to the 
Comic Relief. There were 3 versions of the ident being 
used. 


This ident features the cast of Mamma Mia! Here We Go 
Yet Again. Used to promote programs leading to the 
Comic Relief. 


The ident marks the airing of the pre-2016 length of 

the News at 10 and at the same time the official return 
of BBC Three on TV, after it closed down in 2016. Used 
to introduce BBC Three programs on certain weekdays. 


Only used in BBC One Northern Ireland to promote The 
Open 2019 in Royal Portrush. 


Hoopers of 


3515 
AUE : November Aired before programming related to Children in Need. 
(Children in 2019 
Need 2019) 
23 
Night Kayakers, | November 
Trollesund 2019 - 
present 


Christmas idents| edit] 


Title 


The 
Supporting 
Act 


Wonderlan 
d 


Air dates 


2-31 
December 
2017 


1-31 
December 
2018 


Description 


First launched at 20:10 on 2 December 2017 before Michael 
Mcintyre's Big Show. The idents revolve around a young 
schoolgirl attempting to capture her father's attention by 
practicing a dance routine for an upcoming school talent show 
for Christmas. The song "Symphony" by Clean 

Bandit and Zara Larsson is used within the package. Like the 
previous year, the 'BBC One' and 'Oneness' logos feature 
added Christmas decorations and sparkly effects on these 
idents. 


Five different idents are used as part of the package, in the 
kitchen doing the washing up, in the living room setting up 
Christmas lights and running around in a supermarket. The 
other two variants do not feature the characters or music, and 
are primarily used to introduce the news, one features a view 
from the kitchen window and the other is a night time snowy 
landscape view of the city. These two variants also lack the 
‘Oneness' theme. 


Regular use of the idents and presentation ended at 23:20 on 
31 December 2017. The regular idents and presentation were 
restored immediately afterwards, however a single use of the 
package occurred on 1 January 2018 at 1:15pm - introducing 
a rerun of A Christmas Carol Goes Wrong, which later in the 
show uses parts of the package during a mock introduction. 


First launched at 20:10 on 1 December 2018 after Strictly 
Come Dancing. Filmed in Cromer, Norfolk including 
the Cromer Pier. 


A short fantasy, it depicts the distant personal relationship 
between a busy mother's lifestyle working with IT crossed- 
over to her son's video-game-driven lifestyle, causing the 


iS Syl 
#XmasLife | December 
2019 
Stings/edit] 
3 Air 
Title dates 
Let's Sing 4-25 
and Dance 
i March 
for Comic 2017 
Relief® 
All Round to 2 
Mrs March 
Brown's® eye 
present 
Eurovision 1-13 
Song Contest | May 
2017" 2017 
FA Cup Final ora 
May 


2017 


2017 


screens of both to display distorted fragments of each other's 
content and everyone else's real-time frame to freeze, 
allowing mother and son to enjoy unique quality time 
together.4 The musical theme is Emmy the Great's Lost in 
You. Two versions were made in this Pier ident, one in day- 
time and one in night-time. 


Regular use of the idents and presentation was last used at 
23:35 on 31 December 2018. The regular idents and 
presentation were restored immediately afterwards. 


Description 


This special sting is used to promote Let's Sing and Dance for 


Comic Relief, the promo features: Mel Giedroyc and Sue 
Perkins wearing Red Noses on their noses. 


The logo is placed at the middle of the screen instead of the 
bottom. 


Another special sting is used to promote A// Round to Mrs. 
Brown's The promo features Agnes Brown (Brendan O'Carroll) 
from Mrs. Brown's Boys. 


The logo is placed at the middle of the screen instead of the 
bottom. 


This special sting is used to promote the 2017 grand final 

of Eurovision Song Contest, in a cloudy-starry purple 
background, a heart symbol zooms in as the text name in the 
middle of the screen EUROVISion forms in, after the text 
disappears except for the heart to form the "BBC One" text, 
then the "BBC One" at the end. Graham Norton announces 
"We Love Eurovision". 


This special sting is used to promote the BBC’s live coverage 
of the FA Cup final. 


Big Day 


This special sting is used to promote BBC One’s programmes 
on 19 May 2018, including the Royal Wedding and the FA Cup 
Final 2018. 


19 May 
2018 


| Semi Finals 7-10 


here we July 


come 


This special sting is used to celebrate England's entry for the 


2018 World Cup semi finals. 


See also[edit] 


e GESBBC portal 


e History of BBC television idents 
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BBC One Northern Ireland 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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BBC One Northern Ireland 


aae ONE 


Northern Ireland 


Launched 21 July 1955 
Network BBC One 
Owned by BBC Northern Ireland 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


Country Northern Ireland 


Formerly called BBC TV Service NI (21 July 1955 - 19 
April 1964) 
BBC Northern Ireland (20 April 1964 - 


14 November 1969) 


Sister BBC Two Northern Ireland 
channel(s) 

Availability 
Freeview Channel 1 


Channel 101 (HD) 
Satellite 


Freesat Channel 101 (SD/HD) 

Channel 110 (SD) 
Channel 957 (SD, rest of UK) 
Channel 978 (HD, rest of UK) 


Sky (UK) Channel 101 (SD/HD) 


Channel 801 (SD) 
Channel 953 (SD/HD, rest of UK) 
Channel 979 (SD, rest of UK) 


Sky (Ireland) Channel 141 (SD/HD) 
Channel 832 (SD) 


Cable 
Virgin Channel 101 (HD) 
Media (UK) Channel 863 (SD, rest of UK) 
Virgin Channel 108 


Media (Ireland) Channel 139 (HD) 
IPTV 


Eir Vision Channel 201 
Channel 208 (HD) 


Streaming media 


FilmOn Watch live 


BBC One Northern Ireland is a television channel operated by BBC Northern Ireland. 
It is the Northern Irish variation of the UK-wide BBC One. The service is broadcast 

in Northern Ireland from Broadcasting House in Belfast. In the rest of the UK, BBC One 
Northern Ireland is available as a regional variant on most TV service providers. In 
Ireland, BBC One Northern Ireland is available as a standard channel. 


On 24 October 2012, an HD variation of BBC One Northern Ireland was launched, to 
coincide with the completion of the digital switchover process in Northern Ireland.™ On 
18 November 2013, BBC One Northern Ireland HD was swapped with the SD channel on 
Sky's EPG for HD subscribers. 


EIGISBBC portal 


The BBC One Northern Ireland branding is utilised from 6 am until the handover to 

the BBC News Channel with live continuity handled by a team of regional announcers 
who double up as playout directors. The channel's main competitor is UTV while also 
competing with RTE One and Virgin Media One from the Republic of Ireland. Although 
BBC One NI and UTV are competitors, on the final night of UK digital switchover, BBC 


One NI and UTV joined forces for a special simulcast, "The Magic Box", with Eamonn 
Holmes, celebrating 60 years of TV history. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "Launching BBC One Scotland HD and BBC One Wales HD". BBC. 11 January 2013. 
2. ^ Pryde, Alix (9 December 2013). "CBBC HD, CBeebies HD, BBC Three HD, BBC Four HD 
& BBC News HD launch Tuesday 10 December 2013". BBC. Retrieved 10 December 2013. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC One Northern Ireland listings at BBC Online 
e BBC Northern Ireland at BBC Online 
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BBC One Scotland 


ae ONE 


Scotland 
Launched 14 March 1952; 67 years ago 
Network BBC One 
Owned by BBC Scotland 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Country Scotland 
Formerly BBC TV Service Scotland (1952 - 1964) 
called BBC 1 Scotland (1964 - 1981; 1985 - 


1991) 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Freeview 


Sky 


Freesat 


Virgin Media 


BBC Scotland (1981 - 1985) 
BBC Scotland On 1 (1991 - 1997) 


BBC Alba 
BBC Scotland 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 1 (SD) 
Channel 101 (HD) 


Satellite 


Scotland: 
Channel 101 (HD) 
Channel 801 (SD) 
Rest of UK: 
Channel 951 (HD) 
Channel 977 (SD) 


Scotland: 
Channel 101 (HD) 
Channel 110 (SD) 
Rest of UK: 
Channel 960 (SD) 
Channel 973 (HD) 


Cable 


Channel 101 (HD) 
Channel 862 (SD, rest of UK) 


Streaming media 


FilmOn Watch live 


BBC One Scotland is a British free-to-air television channel operated by BBC Scotland. 
It is the Scottish variation of the UK-wide BBC One. 


For all of the time the channel is referred to on screen as BBC One Scotland, sometimes 
using overlays to replace the normal channel identifier. The station also has its own 
team of continuity announcers, provided by BBC Scotland, to accommodate for the 
variations seen in Scotland from the rest of the BBC One network, whilst also providing 
the channel with an added Scottish identity. The announcers, based in Glasgow, also 
double up as transmission directors. 


BBC One Scotland updated its visual presentation style as part of the network BBC One 
revamp on 7 October 2006. The presentation style fits in with the national BBC One 
‘Circle’ idents, but with the "Scotland" caption added to the network logo. 


A HD (high-definition) simulcast of BBC One Scotland launched on 14 January 2013 on 
Freeview, Freesat, Sky and Virgin Media.2 On 10 December 2013, BBC One Scotland 
HD was swapped with the SD channel on Sky's EPG for HD subscribers." 


Programming[edit] 


See also: List of television programmes produced by BBC Scotland 


BBC One Scotland is responsible for covering certain special events such as the 
annual Hogmanay Live programme which sees in the New Year, and major Scottish 
sporting events such as football internationals, the Scottish Cup, Scotland's Six 
Nations rugby union campaigns, and the performance of Scottish competitors at 
the Commonwealth Games and Olympic Games. 


Whilst generally following the schedules of the UK-wide BBC One, BBC One Scotland 
offers programming specific to Scotland, such as soap opera River City and football 
programme Sportscene. As a result of this, regular BBC One shows, such as Holby City, 
are scheduled at different regular times in Scotland, compared with the rest of the UK. 


News, Sport and Weather specifically for Scotland are examples of the channel's distinct 
output.®! 


Recent examples of BBC One Scotland programmes include: 


e BBC Scotland Investigates 
e The Beechgrove Garden 

e Gary: Tank Commander 

e Reporting Scotland 

e River City 

e Sportscene 

e The Scheme 

© 24/7 

e Still Game 

e Scot Squad 


Referencesj[edit] 


EIGISBBC portal 


1. ^ BBC Scotland Television 

2. ^ "BBC One Scotland to go HD on the 14th". a5l6édigital. 8 January 2013. 

3. ^ "Launching BBC One Scotland HD and BBC One Wales HD". BBC. 11 January 2013. 

4. ^ Pryde, Alix (9 December 2013). "CBBC HD, CBeebies HD, BBC Three HD, BBC Four HD 
& BBC News HD launch Tuesday 10 December 2013". BBC. Retrieved 10 December 2013. 

5. ^ BBC statements of programme policy 


External links[edit] 


e BBC One Scotland listings at BBC Online 
e BBC Scotland at BBC Online 


List of television programmes produced by 
BBC Scotland 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Jump to navigationJump to search 

Main article: BBC Scotland 

This list is incomplete; you can help by expanding it. 


This is a list of television programmes that have been produced by or for BBC 
Scotland in the United Kingdom. 


A list of BBC programmes nationally can be found at List of television programmes 
broadcast by the BBC and the BBC's children's television programmes can be found 
at List of BBC children's television programmes. 


Comedy/edit] 


e Badults (2013-) e = Limmy's Show (20: 
e Baxter On... (1964) e Mrs. Brown's Boys 
e Burnistoun (2009-2012) e Naked Video (1986 
e Chewin' the Fat (1999-2002, Hogmanay specials until 2005) e Overnite Express (: 
e City Lights (1984-92) e Personal Affairs (2( 
e Dear Green Place (2007-2008) e Pulp video (1995-1 
e Elaine (1999-2001) e Rab C. Nesbitt (19i 
e Gary: Tank Commander (2009-2012) e Scot Squad (2013- 
e Happy Hollidays (2009) e Scotch and Wry (1! 
e The Karen Dunbar Show (2003-2006) e The Stanley Baxter 


e A Kick Up the Eighties (1981-84) e Still Game (2002-2 


Laugh? I Nearly Paid My Licence Fee (1984) 
Legit (2006-2007) 

Lex Again (1970) 

Life of Riley (2009-2011) 


Current affairs[ edit] 


Agenda (1981-1984) 

Axiom (1993) 

BBC Scotland Investigates, formerly Frontline Scotland (1993-present) 
Cause for Concern (1980s) 

Checkpoint (1970s-1980s) 

Current Account (BBC TV series) (1968-1983) 

Eorpa (1993-present) 

Holyrood Live (1999-2009) 

Left Right and Centre (1985 -1992) 


Children's[edit] 


50/50 (1997-2005) 

Balamory (2002-2005) 

Breakout (1991) 

By the Way (1992) 

Carrie and David's Popshop (2008) 
Children's BBC Scotland (1991-2000) 
Class Tracks (1992) 

Copycats (2009-2012) 

CTVI (1986) 

e Dòtaman (1985-2000) 

e Down on the Farm (2015-present) 
e Fully Booked (1995-1999) 

e Get 100 (2007-2009) 

e Go For X/Go TV (1992-1993) 

e Hedz (2007-2010) 


Dramas{[edit] 


The Borderers (1968-1970) 
Bothwell (1979) 

The Bodyguara(2018-) 

Case Histories (2011-present) 
The Crow Road (1996) 
Donvan Quick (2000) 

Doom Castle (1980) 

Down among the boys (1993) 
Dr. Finlay's Casebook (1962-1971) 
The Dunroamin' Rising (1988) 
The Flight of the Heron (1976) 
The Haggard Falcon (1974)2 


Time for Baxter (1° 
VideoGaiden (2005 
The World of Chic | 


Newsnight Scotlan 
Open to Question ( 
Politics Scotland (2 
Public Account (19 
Reporting Scotlanc 
Scotland 2016 (20: 


Scottish Lobby (19 
Words with Wark (° 


Hububb (1997-200 
Huntingtower (197 
The Ice Cream Var 
The Kids Are Alrigh 
LazyTown Extra (21 
The McMeanies (1° 
Me Too! (2006-20( 
Megamag (1993-1 
Over the Moon wit. 
Raven (2002-2010 
Shoebox Zoo (200: 
Squeak! (2002) 

The Singing Kettle 
Up for it! (1997-98 
The Untied Shoela. 


The Miser (1979) 
Monarch of the Gle 
The New Road (19° 
The Nightmare Ma. 
The Omega Factor 
River City (2002-p! 
Rob Roy (1976) 
Scarlet and the Ble 
Scotch on the Roci 
Sea of Souls (2004 
Shetland (2013-pr 
The Ship 1990 


Hamish Macbeth (1995-1997) 
Hen Night Tensions (1993) 
Hope Springs (2009) 

Just Another Saturday (1975) 
Just a Boys' Game (1979) 
Just Your Luck (1972) 
Kidnapped (1975) 

Lip Service (2010-2012) 
Looking After Jo Jo (1998) 

The Lost Tribe (1980)! 

The Mad Death (1983) 

The Master of Ballantrae (1962) 
The McFlannels (1958) 


Documentaries|[edit] 


BBC Scotland 75 Years (1998) 

Breathing Space (1974-1976) 

The Cheviot, the Stag and the Black, Black Oil (1974) 
Culloden (1964) 

Fight for Clydeside (1971) 

Flying Scotsmen aviation in Scotland (1976) 


Shoot for the sun 1 
Sunset Song (1971 
Sutherland's Law ( 
Takin' Over the As) 
Three Ring Circus ( 
Tinsel Town (2000- 
Tutti Frutti (1987) 

The View from Dar 
Wallander (2008-2 
Pictures and Yellov 
Waterloo Road (20 
The Workings of a 

Your Cheatin' hear 


The Food Programme (TV series 1975-1977, produced in Scotland, subsequently 


went to Radio 4) 

Lilybank - the fourth world (1976) 

Power of Scotland - Chris Baur reports(1978) 
The Queen's Realm - The Lion's Share (1977) 
Race to the North (1978) 

The Scheme (2010-2011) 

Secret Society (1987)4 

The Special Unit (1975) 

To The Land Where Glaciers Grow (1976) 
The Visit: The Boy David (1988) 

Watching Ourselves: 60 Years of TV in Scotland (2012/2013) 
Who Are the SNP?(1978) 

Yes, But What Do You Do all Winter? (1975) 


Features[edit] 


The Adventure Show (2005-present) 

Advice Shop (1987-1992), made in conjunction with other BBC offices 
Artworks Scotland (2004-present) 

Bartok Centenary (1981) 

The Beechgrove Garden (1978-present) 

The Bigger picture 

Castle in the Country (2005-present) 

The Culture Show (2006-present) 

The Dark Side of Fame with Piers Morgan (2008), not a main production 


Hogmanay Live (16 
Landward (1976-p 
The Mart (2016) 

The Mountain (201 
My Kind of Music (1 
Restoration (2003- 
Rugby Special fron 
Scotland on Film (2 
Sounds of Scotlanc 


EX-S (1992-2002) 

Film 2015 (1972-present), not a main production 
First Person Singular (1970-1975) 

The Garden Party (1988) 

Grandstand from Scotland (1961-2006) 

A History of Scotland (2008-2009) 


Entertainment/edit] 


Caledonia MacBrains (2001-2002) 

Catchword (1985-1995) 

Comedy Connections (2003-2008) 

Friday night with Dougie Donnelly (1983-1984) 
Movie Connections (2007-2009) 

No Stilettos (1993)5% 

Offside (1998-2007) 

A Question of Genius (2009-2010) 

Super Scot (1983-1992) 

The Weakest Link (2000-2012) 
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BBC One Wales 


ae ONE 


Wales 


Spectrum (1970s) 

Sportscene (1975- 
Sportsreel from Sc 
Sports Special fron 
T in the Park (1999 
This Time Tomorro 
TRNSMT (2017-pre 


Launched 9 February 1964 


Network BBC One 


Owned by BBC Cymru Wales 


Picture 576i (16:9 SDTV) 

format 1080i (16:9 HDTV) 

Country Wales 

Formerly BBC Cymru Wales (9 February 1964 - 5 
called September 1981) 


BBC Wales (6 September 1981 - 17 
February 1985) 

BBC1 Wales (18 February 1985 - 15 
February 1991) 

BBC Wales On 1 (16 February 1991 - 3 


October 1997) 


Sister BBC Two Wales 
channel(s) 
Availability 
Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 1 


Channel 101 (HD) 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 101 (SD/HD) 


Channel 110 (SD) 
Channel 964 (SD, rest of UK) 


Channel 976 (HD, rest of UK) 


Sky Channel 101 (SD/HD) 
Channel 801 (SD) 

Channel 952 (SD/HD, rest of UK) 

Channel 978 (SD, rest of UK) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 101 (HD) 
Channel 864 (SD, rest of UK) 


Streaming media 


FilmOn Watch live (Wales) 


BBC One Wales is a television channel operated by BBC Cymru Wales. It is the Welsh 
variation of the UK-wide BBC One and is broadcast in Wales from Broadcasting 

House in Cardiff. BBC One Wales broadcasts around three hours of non-news 
programmes for Wales each week alongside six hours a week of national news for Wales 
from Wales Today. 


EIGISBBC portal 


BBC One Wales branding is utilised between 6 am and around 1 am each day with live 
continuity handled by a team of regional announcers who double up as directors for 
playout and various Wales Today news bulletins. Continuity from the main BBC One 
network service is carried overnight until the handover to the BBC News Channel. 


A high-definition simulcast of BBC One Wales launched on 29 January 2013 on Freeview, 
Freesat, Sky and Virgin Media.™ Unlike BBC One HD (which is capable of broadcasting 
audio content in DTS 5.1), BBC One Wales HD and BBC One Northern Ireland HD are 
currently stereo only, and have been since they launched. On 10 December 2013, BBC 
One Wales HD was swapped with the SD channel on Sky's EPG for HD subscribers.! 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "Launching BBC One Scotland HD and BBC One Wales HD". BBC. 11 January 2013. 
2. ^ Pryde, Alix (9 December 2013). "CBBC HD, CBeebies HD, BBC Three HD, BBC Four HD 
& BBC News HD launch Tuesday 10 December 2013". BBC. Retrieved 10 December 2013. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC One Wales listings at BBC Online 


e BBC Wales at BBC Online 
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"BBC2" redirects here. For the defunct Philippine television network, see Banahaw 
Broadcasting Corporation. 
For the BBC radio station, see BBC Radio 2. 


BBC Two 


BIBIC 


TWO 


Launched 21 April 1964; 55 years ago 
Owned by BBC 
Picture format 1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 5.9% (June 2019, BARB) 

Country United Kingdom 

Broadcast area Nationwide Ireland and 
Worldwide 

Headquarters Broadcasting House, London 


Formerly called BBC2 (21 April 1964 - 4 October 


Sister channel(s) 


Website 


Freeview 


Digitenne 


(Netherlands) 


Freesat 


Sky (UK) 


1997) 


BBC One 

BBC Four 

BBC News 

BBC Parliament 
CBBC 
CBeebies 


BBC Two 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 2 
Channel 102 (HD) 


Channel 20 (HD) 


Satellite 


Channel 102 

(SD: NI; HD: Eng/Scot/Wal) 
Channel 106 

(HD: NI) 

Channel 110 

(SD: Eng/Scot/Wal) 

Channels 968, 969, 971, 979 


(regional variations) 


Channel 102 

(SD: NI; HD: Eng/Scot/Wal) 
Channel 115 

(HD: NI) 

Channel 802 


Sky (Ireland) 


Astra 2E (28.2°E) 


BFBS 


Virgin Media (UK) 


Virgin 


Media (Ireland) 


Ziggo (Netherlands) 


Caiway (Netherlands) 


Naxoo (Switzerland) 


UPC 


Switzerland (Switzerl 


and) 


WightFibre 


Telenet (Belgium) 


(SD: Eng/Scot/Wal) 
Channels 969, 971, 972, 


980 (regional variations) 


Channel 142 
Channel 347 (HD) 
Channel 969 (Eng/Scot) 


10773 H 22000 5/6 
10788 V 22000 5/6 
10803 H 22000 5/6 
10818 V 22000 5/6 
10847 V 23000 2/3 (HD) 


Channel 2 
Channel 12 (delayed) 


Cable 


Channel 102 (HD) 
Channel 852, 865 (network 


variation) 


Channel 109 
Channel 140 (HD) 


Channel 62 (HD) 
Channel 953 (SD) 


Channel 35 (HD) 


Channel 214 


Channel 202 (HD) 


Channel 2 


Channel 121 


DELTA (Netherlands) Channel 476 (HD) 


Kabel Channel 141 (HD) 


Noord (Netherlands) 


IPTV 


KPN (Netherlands) Channel 27 (HD) 


Belgacom Channel 68 (Brussels) 
TV(Belgium) Channel 24 (Flanders) 
Channel 214 (Wallonia) 


Tele2 (Netherlands) Channel 30 (HD) 


Eir Vision Channel 202 
Channel 209 (HD) 


T-Mobile (Netherland Channel 112 (HD) 


s) 

Streaming media 
BBC iPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


Virgin TV Anywhere Watch live (Ireland only) 


Ziggo ZiggoGO.tv (Europe only) 
GO (Netherlands) 


BBC Two is the second flagship television channel of the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC) in the United Kingdom, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands. It 
covers a wide range of subject matter, but tends to broadcast more "highbrow" 
programmes than the more mainstream and popular BBC One. Like the BBC's other 
domestic TV and radio channels, it is funded by the television licence, and is therefore 
free of commercial advertising. It is a comparatively well-funded public-service network, 
regularly attaining a much higher audience share than most public-service networks 
worldwide. 


Originally styled BBC2, it was the third British television station to be launched (starting 
on 21 April 1964), and from 1 July 1967, Europe's first television channel to broadcast 
regularly in colour. It was envisaged as a home for less mainstream and more ambitious 
programming, and while this tendency has continued to date, most special-interest 
programmes of a kind previously broadcast on BBC Two, for example the BBC Proms, 
now tend to appear on BBC Four instead. 


History[edit] 
Launch([edit] 


British television at the time of BBC2's launch consisted of two channels: the BB 
Television Service and the ITV network made up of smaller regional companies. Both 
channels had existed in a state of competition since ITV's launch in 1955, and both had 
aimed for a populist approach in response. The 1962 Pilkington Report on the future of 
broadcasting noticed this, and that ITV lacked any culturally relevant programming. It 


therefore decided that Britain's third television station should be awarded to the BBC.#! 


Prior to its launch, the new BBC2 was promoted on the BBC Television Service: the soon 
to be renamed BBC1. The animated adverts featured the campaign mascots 
"Hullabaloo", a mother kangaroo, and "Custard", her joey. Prior to, and several years 
after, the channel's formal launch, the channel broadcast "Irade Test Transmissions", 
short films made externally by companies such as Shell and BP, which served to enable 
engineers to test reception, but became cult viewing. 


The channel was scheduled to begin at 19:20 on 20 April 1964, showing an evening of 
light entertainment, starting with the comedy show The Alberts, a performance 

from Soviet comedian Arkady Raikin, and a production of Cole Porter's Kiss Me, Kate, 
culminating with a fireworks display. However, at around 18:45 a huge power failure, 
originating from a fire at Battersea Power Station, caused Television Centre, and indeed 
much of west London, to lose all power. BBC1 was able to continue broadcasting via its 
facilities at Alexandra Palace, but all attempts to show the scheduled programmes on 
the new channel failed. Associated-Rediffusion, the London weekday ITV franchise- 
holder, offered to transmit on the BBC's behalf, but their gesture was rejected. At 22:00 
programming was officially postponed until the following morning. As the BBC's news 
centre at Alexandra Palace was unaffected, they did in fact broadcast brief bulletins on 
BBC2 that evening, beginning with an announcement by the newsreader Gerald 
Priestland at around 19:25.2 There was believed to be no recording made of this 
bulletin, but a videotape was discovered in early 2003.8 


By 11:00 on 21 April, power had been restored to the studios and programming began, 
thus making Play School the first programme to be shown officially on the channel. The 
launch schedule, postponed from the night before, was then successfully shown that 
evening, albeit with minor changes. In reference to the power cut, the transmission 
opened with a shot of a lit candle which was then sarcastically blown out by 

presenter Denis Tuohy. 


Logo of BBC Two from 19 November 2001 to 18 February 2007 


To establish the new channel's identity and draw viewers to it, the BBC decided that a 
widely promoted, lavish series would be essential in its earliest days. The production 
chosen was The Forsyte Saga (1967), a no-expense-spared adaptation of the novels 
by John Galsworthy, featuring well-established actors Kenneth More and Eric Porter. 
Critically for the future of the fledgling channel, the BBC's gamble was hugely 
successful, with an average of six million viewers tuning in per episode: a feat made 


more prominent by the fact that only 9 million were able to receive the channel at the 
time, [itation needed] 


Technological advancements (/edit] 


Unlike BBC1 and ITV, BBC2 was broadcast only on the 625 line UHF system, so was not 
available to viewers still using sets on the 405-line VHF system. This created a market 
for dual standard receivers which could switch between the two systems. Set 
manufacturers ramped up production of UHF sets in anticipation of a large market 
demand for the new BBC2, but the market did not materialise. The early technical 
problems, which included being unable to transmit US-recorded videotapes due to a 
lack of system conversion from the US NTSC system, were resolved by a committee 
headed by James Redmond. 


On 1 July 1967, during the Wimbledon Championships, BBC2 became the first channel in 
Europe to begin regular broadcasts in colour, using the PAL system.“ The thirteen part 
series Civilisation (1969) was created as a celebration of two millennia of western art 
and culture to showpiece the new colour technology. BBC1 and ITV later joined BBC2 
on 625-line UHF band, but continued to simulcast on 405-line VHF until 1985. BBC1 and 
ITV simultaneously introduced PAL colour on UHF on 15 November 1969, although they 
both had broadcast some programmes in colour "unofficially" since September 1969. 


In 1979, the station adopted the first computer-generated channel identification (ident) 
in Britain, with its use of the double striped, orange '2' logo. The ident, created in house 
by BBC engineers, lasted until March 1986 and heralded the start of computer- 
generated logos. 


As the switch to digital-only terrestrial transmission progressed, BBC Two was (in each 
region in turn) the first analogue TV channel to be replaced with the BBC multiplex, at 
first four, then two weeks ahead of the other four channels. This was required for those 
relay transmitters that had no current Freeview service giving viewers time to purchase 
the equipment, unless they had already selected a satellite or cable service. The last 
region for BBC Two to end on analogue terrestrial television was Northern Ireland on 10 
October 2012. 


At the 2012 Edinburgh International Television Festival, BBC Two was named 
"Terrestrial Channel of the Year". 


A high-definition simulcast of BBC Two began broadcasting on 26 March 2013, replacing 
the standalone BBC HD channel. As of 29 November 2018, there are 3 variations of 
BBC Two HD (Wales, Northern Ireland, and England). 


Operation|[edit] 


The channel controllers have been: 


e 1964-1965: Michael Peacock 

e 1965-1969: David Attenborough 
e 1969-1974: Robin Scott 

e 1974-1978: Aubrey Singer 

e 1978-1982: Brian Wenham 

e 1982-1987: Graeme MacDonald 
e 1987-1992: Alan Yentob 

e 1992-1996: Michael Jackson 

e 1996-1999: Mark Thompson 

e 1999-2004: Jane Root 

e 2004-2008: Roly Keating 

e 2008-2014: Janice Hadlow 

e 2014-2016: Kim Shillinglaw®! 

e 2017-present: Patrick Holland 


Adam Barker served as Acting Controller of the channel, after Janice Hadlow left the 
channel in March 2014 and until Kim Shillinglaw began as new permanent occupant of 
the post. 


Since 2013, the Controller of BBC Two has been given the expanded title Controller of 
BBC Two and BBC Four, with ultimate oversight of the BBC Four service added to their 
duties (a BBC Four "Channel Editor", reporting up to this Controller, has day-to-day 
operational control of Four). 


The channel forms part of the BBC Television executive group, and is answerable to the 
head of that department, and to the BBC Trust. 


On 20 January 2016, Kim Shillinglaw announced that she has decided to leave the BBC 
as the Controller of BBC Two & BBC Four and, as a result of the reorganisation, the 
posts of Controller of BBC Two and Four have been closed.22 


Patrick Holland became Channel Controller of BBC Two in March 2017, following his 
earlier appointment as Channel Editor in July 2016. 1 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of television programmes broadcast by the BBC 


BBC Two's remit is to be a mixed-genre channel appealing to a broad adult audience 
with programmes of depth and substance. It should carry the greatest amount and 
range of knowledge building programming of any BBC television channel, 
complemented by distinctive comedy, drama and arts programming. 


— BBC Two remit 


BBC Two's remit historically was one screening programmes targeting the arts, culture, 
some comedy and drama, and appealing to audiences not already served by BBC One 
or ITV. Over its first thirty or so years the channel developed a reputation for screening 
highly praised and prestigious drama series, among these Boys from the 

Blackstuff (1982) or 1996's, critically acclaimed Our Friends in the North. The channel's 
"highbrow" profile is also in part attributable to a long history of demanding 
documentaries of all types, beginning with Civilisation and The Ascent of Man in the 
1960s. Like the early Channel 4, BBC Two also established for itself a reputation as a 
champion of independent and international cinema, under the Screen 2 brand. 


The channel has sometimes been judged, increasingly in more recent years, to have 
moved away from this original role and closer to the mainstream. Since the launch of 
the digital-only BBC Four, the BBC has been accused in particular of shifting its more 
highbrow output to the new channel, which, until the end of the UK's digital TV 
switchover in October 2012,22 a minority (7.5% in the final quarter of 2010)"" of viewers 
did not receive. BBC Four's remit is very similar to that of the earlier remit of BBC2, and 
contains many documentaries and arts programmes. It has been perceived by some 
that this strategy is to allow BBC Two to show more popular programmes and to secure 
higher ratings." Since 2004 there have been some signs of an attempt to return closer 
to parts of BBC Two's earlier output with the arts strand The Culture Show. Its most 
popular programme at the moment is Top Gear. 


Much of BBC Two's output has previously or subsequently been shown on other 
channels. Some of these programmes are repeats of popular or flagship programmes 
from BBC Four in a late night strand, originally called BBC Four on Two but now 
unbranded, for the benefit of audiences without access to BBC Four. Other programmes 
are moved to the channel as a result of their success on BBC Three or Four, so that 
subsequent series are well received. An example of this is the BBC Three 

series Torchwood that was transferred to the channel following the success of the first 
series. BBC Two is also used as a testing ground for programmes prior to their moving 
to the flagship BBC One: such examples include Have I Got News for You and popular 
comedies Absolutely Fabulous and Miranda, which moved to BBC One after success on 
Two. Also in August 2014 The Great British Bake Off moved to BBC One due to its 
success the previous year on BBC Two. In 2017, Bake Off moved from BBC One 

to Channel 4. 


Another founding part of BBC Two was to provide educational and community 
programming on the BBC, as part of its public service remit. The educational section of 
this commitment saw BBC2 broadcast a large amount of programming for the Open 
University, who co-produced programming with the corporation, and saw the channel 
broadcast BBC Schools programmes from 1983 until the programmes were transferred 
to the BBC Learning Zone in 2010. 


As a result of the channel's commitment to community broadcasting, the channel 
produced the symbolic Open Space series, a strand developed in the early 1970s in 
which members of the public would be allotted half an hour of television time, and given 
a level of editorial and technical training in order to produce for themselves a film on an 
issue most important to them. BBC2's Community Programme Unit kept this aspect of 
the channel's tradition alive into the 1990s in the form of Video Diaries and later Video 
Nation. The Community Programmes Unit was disbanded in 2004. 


Since January 2013, BBC Two stopped showing children's programmes and replaced the 
weekday morning schedule with repeats of the previous BBC One daytime schedule. 


They also started showing Sign Zone in the early hours, which BBC One used to show 
before 2013. 


From October 2013, BBC Two has shown classic programmes like Bergerac, Cagney and 
Lacey, The Rockford Files, ‘Allo ‘Allo!, and Are You Being Served? on weekday 
afternoons, with the retro logos from 1970s and 1980s, between the current 
programmes. 


In October 2014, Russell Howard's Good News and Backchat moved to BBC Two from 
BBC Three. 


In 2014, BBC Two commissioned Britain's first transgender sitcom, Boy Meets Girl, 
which follows the developing relationship between Leo, a 26-year-old man and Judy, a 
40-year-old transgender woman.2# 


From 7 April 2015, the morning Sign Zone was shown before Victoria 
Derbyshire between 8:00am-9:00 am including See Hear on Wednesday morning. 


BBC Two is also known for broadcasting some news and current affairs programmes. 
Every morning at 9am (Monday to Friday) it broadcasts BBC News at Nine, with the 
latest news stories with breaking news as it happens. It returns at 11am as BBC 
Newsroom Live. At 10am Victoria Derbyshire hosts her current affairs programme of the 
same name. At 12:15pm political debate happens with Politics Live. And at 10:30pm, 
late-night current affairs with Newsnight. 


From 2017 until 2019, it broadcast the UK selection show for the Eurovision Song 
Contest, Eurovision: You Decide. The channel stopped broadcasting the show after the 
2019 edition due to the fact that the BBC opted for an internal selection in collaboration 
with BMG Rights Management. 


Presentation|edit] 
Main article: History of BBC television idents 


The "Paint" ident from the 1991-2001 set. Several idents from this set were reinstated in July 
2014 with the teal box logo. 


As well as programmes, BBC Two has also proved memorable for its numerous idents— 
various short sequences shown between programme junctions that serve as the channel 
identity. Nearly all of the identity packages used since the channel's launch in 1964 
have featured a prominent numeral 2 in the design. Notable designs include the 
electronic double-striped 2, the white TWO ident (the only ident not to use a numeral 2), 
and most notably the 1991 2s. 


The 1991 idents featured a sans-serif numeral 2 at the centre of an initially art-related 
scene; however the idents moved away from this style as the station's style changed. 
Although highly praised, this expansive set of idents was ended in November 2001. 

The BBC corporate logo was updated within the idents in October 1997, though the 
idents moved away from the original viridian colour scheme in these latter years. 

The subsequent presentation style was introduced on 19 November 2001 and kept the 
same figure 2, but in a yellow background and given a personality. At the time, BBC Two 
became the first BBC channel to feature a box logo. 


In 2007, BBC Two debuted the new theme, a "Window on the World", with 

the 2 numeral providing that view. Introduced on 18 February 2007, the new look also 
had the channel adopt a teal-coloured box logo, featuring the BBC logo above the 
word TWO, in the font Avenir. 


In 2014, in honour of the channel's 50th anniversary, some of the 1990s idents were re- 
introduced and from 2015, BBC Two Northern Ireland opted to use nearly forty idents 
from the 1991-2001 set. 


On 27 September 2018, the 1991-2001 idents were retired once again and BBC Two 
introduced a new set of idents, based on scenes incorporating a curve motif resembling 
the number 2. The new branding is designed to reflect BBC Two's "constant evolution, 
constant eclecticism, [and] constant sense of quality". The new idents are produced by 
various artists and studios, including Aardman Animations, The Mill and others. The new 
identity was co-developed by BBC Creative and Superunion, 2222221 


Regional variations[edit] 


BBC Two also has regional variations in Wales and Northern Ireland. These versions of 
BBC Two share the same idents, but with the nation name in the BBC Two box. BBC Two 
Scotland showed a lot of specifically Scottish programming on the channel, as well as its 
sister channel BBC One Scotland, and the schedules were often mixed around to match. 
BBC Two Northern Ireland and BBC Two Wales both have the option to opt out of the 
main network schedule, but generally stick to it, only opting out a couple of times each 
week. Until December 2008, BBC Wales broadcast a special, digital-only channel, BBC 
2W, which contained more opt-outs than analogue-only BBC Two Wales. BBC Two 
Scotland existed until February 2019 when it was replaced with the national BBC Two 
feed in preparation for the launch of the BBC Scotland channel. 


In England, many of the BBC English regions were combined to form "Super-regions", 
such as the entire North or Midlands. These had the option to opt out of the network 
programming on the analogue feed, and replace it with local programming. However 
this was usually only done in exceptional circumstances, as all regular regional 
programming has been transferred to BBC One, and the English regions are not 
available on digital on BBC Two. There is no specific "BBC Two England"; this role is 
fulfilled by the network version of BBC Two. 


Availability outside the UK[edit] 


BBC Two is widely available in the Republic of Ireland on satellite and cable, as well as 
being received directly in areas bordering Northern Ireland, or in coastal areas 

from Wales. It is also available on cable and IPTV in the Netherlands, 

Belgium, Switzerland and Liechtenstein. On 27 March 2013, it began being carried 

by British Forces Broadcasting Service (BFBS) to members of HM Forces and their 
families around the world, replacing the BFBS2 TV channel, which already carried a 


selection of BBC Two programmes. It shares a channel with CBBC, which broadcasts 
from early morning until the early evening.24 


Accessibility| edit] 


The BBC announced in May 2008 that it had achieved its aim for all programming to 
have subtitles for viewers with hearing difficulties.2422: These are available on the BBC 
Red Button, and until 23 October 2012, via the Ceefax teletext service. 


The BBC also offers audio description on some popular programmes# for visually 
impaired-viewers as well as sign language interpretation on some of its programmes 
for deaf and hard-of-hearing viewers. The percentage of the BBC's total television 
output with audio description available is 10%, having been increased from 8% in 2008. 
25 


BBC Two HD[edit] 


Originally, programmes from BBC Two were shown in high definition on the 

dedicated BBC HD channel, alongside programmes from BBC Three and BBC Four, as 
well as some select series from CBBC and CBeebies. However, in plans outlined by the 
director general Mark Thompson on 6 October 2011, BBC HD would close to be replaced 
by BBC Two HD, a high-definition simulcast of BBC Two that would work much the same 
way as BBC One HD.” This move allowed the corporation to save £2.1 million, used to 
count towards its budget deficit following the freezing of the licence fee and the 
additional financial responsibility of addition services.22 


On 19 February 2013, it was announced that BBC Two HD would replace BBC HD from 
6.05 am on 26 March 2013.22! Channel numbers for the BBC's HD channels also changed 
on Sky, to allow BBC One HD and BBC Two HD to sit side-by-side on channels 141, and 
142 respectively on the EPG. 2291 


On 16 July 2013, the BBC indicated that it wants to launch Northern Irish, Scottish and 
Welsh variations of BBC Two HD; however, this would require the approval of the BBC 
Trust, with a proposal due to be presented within six months.2% 


On 10 December 2013, BBC Two HD was swapped with the SD channel in England on 
Sky's EPG for HD subscribers.24 


In October 2018, the BBC announced that regional variants of BBC Two HD 

in Wales and Northern Ireland would launch at the end of November that year on 
terrestrial, satellite (Wales only) and iPlayer. BBC Two HD in these regions were 
swapped with the SD channel on Sky's EPG for HD subscribers. Due to the impending 
launch of the new BBC Scotland channel in February 2019, replacing the opt-outs on 
BBC Two Scotland, no Scottish HD variant was required. 


See also[edit] 


EIGBBC portal 


GE rete vision portal 


e History of BBC television idents 
e List of television stations in the United Kingdom 
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BBC Two Northern Ireland 


BIBIC 


TWO 


Northern Ireland 


Launched 11 June 1966 
30 March 2001 (Digital version) 


Closed 28 October 2006 (Digital version) 
Network BBC Two 
Owned by BBC Northern Ireland 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 


1080i (HDTV) 
Country Northern Ireland 
Language English (Ulster English) 


Irish 


Ulster Scots 


Replaced BBC Choice Northern Ireland (Digital 
version) 
Sister BBC One Northern Ireland 
channel(s) 
Availability 
Freeview Channel 2 


Channel 102 (HD) 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 102 
Channel 969 (Rest of UK) 


Sky (UK) Channel 102 
Channel 953 (Rest of UK) 


Sky (Ireland) Channel 142 
Cable 

Virgin Channel 102 (HD) 

Media (UK) 

Virgin Channel 109 


Media (Ireland) 


IPTV 


Eir Vision Channel 202 


BBC Two Northern Ireland (Irish: BBC Thuaisceart Eireann a Do) is a television 
station operated by BBC Northern Ireland. It is broadcast via digital terrestrial 


transmitters and from the SES Astra 2E satellite (transponder 48) at the 28.2° East 
orbital position. 


The channel was branded onscreen as 'BBC Two NI' from October 2006 until February 
2007, though not referred to as such by continuity announcers. Unique idents for 
Northern Ireland featuring the robotic figure 2 were used during this time, showing 
the Giant's Causeway and the feature eating an Ulster Fry. 


Until 28 October 2006, there were two separate services - 'BBC Two Northern Ireland", 

an analogue-only service, referred to as "BBC Two", both in idents and continuity, and a 
digital-only opt-out, 'BBC Two NI’, (the successor to BBC Choice Northern Ireland) which 

carried extra regional programming and continuity between 6pm and midnight. This has 
all now ended and the two Northern Ireland services have been merged. 


Programming[edit] 


EIGSBBC portal 


Unlike BBC Two in the rest of the UK, the channel broadcasts regular news and 
regional weather updates between programmes. Programmes on the service have 
included the following: 


e The Children's 

e First Stop 

e Hearts and Minds 

e The John Daly Show 

e BBC Sport NI at the Milk Cup 


e Sky High 
e Chasing the Dollar 
e Spotlight 


e The Apprentice 
Children's programmes (edit] 


e Sesame Tree 

e Pingu (Originated from the BBC) 

e What's New, Scooby-Doo? (US import from Cartoon Network) 
e Shaun the Sheep (From sister network CBBC) 

e Bernard (South Korea import from EBS) 

e Brum (Originated from the BBC) 

e Teletubbies (Originated from the BBC) 

e Arthur (US import from PBS) 

e The Simpsons (US import from FOX) 

e Charlie and Lola (From sister network CBeebies) 
e Barnaby Bear (Also known as Colargol) 


Availability[edit] 


BBC Two Northern Ireland can be seen on all television platforms on channel 2, or 102 
in Northern Ireland, depending on the system and in other areas of the UK via satellite 


and on some other digital television platforms and in most areas of the Republic of 
Ireland on satellite, cable and some other digital television receivers. Programming 
shown on BBC Two Northern Ireland can be watched again across the UK after 
transmission on the BBC iPlayer service. 


External links[edit] 00 


e BBC Two Northern Ireland listings at BBC Online 
e BBC Northern Ireland at BBC Online 
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This article needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
on citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 


challenged and removed. 
Find sources: "BBC Two 


Wales" - news = newspapers " books " scholar : JSTOR (September 
2012) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


BBC Two Wales 


Launched 12 September 1965 30 March 2001 (Digit 


al version) 


Closed 2 January 2009 (Digital version) 


Network BBC Two 


Owned by BBC Cymru Wales 


Picture 


format 


Country 


Formerly 


called 


Replaced 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Website 


Freeview 


Freesat 


Sky 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


Wales 


BBC2 Wales (12 September 1965 - 16 


February 1991) 


BBC Wales on 2 (16 February 1991 - 4 


October 1997) 


BBC Choice Wales (Digital version) 


BBC One Wales 
BBC 2W (2001-2009) 


www.bbc.co.uk/wales/ 
Availability 
Terrestrial 


Channel 2 (SD) 
Channel 102 (HD) 


Satellite 


Channel 102 (HD/SD, Wales) 
Channel 106 (SD, Wales) 
Channel 971 (HD, all of UK) 
Channel 979 (SD, all of UK) 


Channel 102 (HD/SD, Wales) 


( 

Channel 802 (SD, Wales) 
( 
( 


Channel 971 (HD/SD, rest of UK) 


Channel 980 (SD, rest of UK) 


Cable 


Virgin Channel 102 (HD) 
Media 


BBC Two Wales is the national variation of BBC Two for BBC Cymru Wales. It is 
broadcast to Wales from Broadcasting House in Cardiff. The channel can opt out from 
the main BBC Two schedule to show Welsh made programming, however this is used 
less frequently than in the past. 


From 5 November 2001 until 2 January 2009, BBC Two Wales was the name of the 
analogue service broadcasting to Wales, and was the brand used on the digital service 
outside the broadcasting hours used by BBC 2W. BBC 2W was the sister channel to BBC 
Two Wales, until the Digital Switchover saw the end of analogue broadcasts in Wales. 
The specific BBC 2W service was closed down and the BBC Two Wales brand used. 


Programming[edit] 


Programming is much the same as BBC Two, with the exception of some Welsh-oriented 
programming. Frequently, schedules are changed as a result of an additional 
programme being inserted and other programmes seen on the BBC Two network being 
delayed until a slot becomes available. 


Presentation is parallel to that of BBC Two itself, with BBC Two Wales sharing the same 
idents and channel design. The primary addition is the word 'Wales' under the BBC Two 
logo inside the box. 


Availability[edit] 


BBC Two Wales can be seen both in Wales on all television platforms, usually on 
Channels 2, or 102 depending on the system, and in other regions of the UK via most 
satellite providers and on some other digital television providers. Programmes shown 
exclusively on BBC Two Wales can also be seen again, for 28 days after broadcast on 
the BBC iPlayer service. 4 


BBC Two Wales HD(edit] 


BBC Two Wales was made available in high definition on 29 November 2018 on 
Freeview (in Wales only), Sky and Freesat, with addition to Virgin Media cable to follow 
on 4 December. On Freesat HD boxes, BBC Two Wales HD directly replaced the SD 
version on 102 in Wales and 971 elsewhere; the SD version was relocated to 106 in 
Wales (the slot previously used for the network BBC Two HD) and 979 elsewhere; 
viewers in Wales can now access the network version of BBC Two HD on 949. On 
Freeview HD in Wales, BBC Two Wales HD directly replaced the network version on 102. 
On Sky, the 'HD swap’ facility places BBC Two Wales HD on 102 on HD boxes in Wales, 
with the SD and network versions further down the guide. Standard-definition receivers 
saw little change, with BBC Two Wales in SD remaining at 2/102 as before. 


References[edit] 


B6ABBC portal 
1. ^ BBC iPlayer programmes only broadcast in Wales 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Two Wales listings at BBC Online 
e BBC Wales at BBC Online 
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The ident endboard 


The Launch ident was a television station identification used by BBC Two between 
their launch night in 1964 and the introduction of colour in 1967. 


Launch[edit] 


BBC Two is the second BBC channel and the third channel to air in the UK. Following the 
success of BBC-TV, the third channel was awarded to the BBC. 


On 20 April 1964, BBC2 planned to launch an evening of programmes beginning at 

7:20 pm. However, 35 minutes before the new channel went on air, a power failure 
spread through most of London, affecting BBC Television Centre, where BBC2's 
programme control was based. BBC1 and BBC News were unaffected as they were still 
based at Alexandra Palace. The first signs of the new identity were slides containing 

the BBC2 box logo with the caption ‘Will start shortly’. The first night's transmission 
consisted of this slide interspersed with new bulletins, presented by Gerald Priestland, 
from the news room at Alexandra Palace, which featured the new logo in the 
background. At 10 pm, the launch night was abandoned and the programme line-up 
was aired the following evening. The first programme aired was Play School at 11 am.“ 


Prior to the launch, the channel was represented by two kangaroo mascots, called 
Hullabaloo and Custard. Hullabaloo, a mother, represented BBC1, while Custard, her 
joey, represented the new BBC2. Hullabaloo was so called because BBC1 was 
entertaining and about song and dance, and Custard was named after the 


food Custard because as one person at the BBC stated, "everything goes with custard". 
3)[41[5 


Components of Look[edit] 


The ident used with the look was a black white and grey affair. It was an animation that 
started with grey and black lines flying in from left and right before the white numeral 
'2' in a black box flies from the top with the BBC logo in the same shade as the bottom 
line, flies up from the bottom. This animation is accompanied by a trumpeted fanfare, 
composed by Freddie Phillips, and which was based on the morse code translation of 'B- 
B-C-2'.18 


Accompanying this look, static captions of the logo fully formed were used, alongside 
slides with the day written to the right of the BBC logo. Other slides were used featuring 
the '2' and BBC logo to the left of the screen with grey and white stripes on the right, 
which occasionally also featured the days of the week on them. A device used to switch 
between them was a large numeral 2, which would rotate to reveal one of these slides. 
™ These were filmed from the BBC2 NODD room and broadcast live. 


The clock face used for this era featured a black background clock with the '2' and BBC 
logo on the left hand side with a black clock face on the right. Every minute was marked 
in white, with large Roman numerals every five minute mark. This clock design lasted 
for a small while, when it was altered to a grey background." 


In addition to all of this, BBC2 used in-vision continuity for at least the first few months 
of its existence, broadcasting the announcer in studio Pres B, Television Centre. The 
studio featured a desk with BBC2 branding with the day appearing on the wall behind, 
as well as highlights of the upcoming programmes. This practice was abandoned by 
BBCs 1 and 2 at about the same time, and the studio vacated. 


Promotional and programme slide styles were not uniform at this time and conformed to 
no specific design. At the time of BBC Two's launch, a number of Testcards were 
designed to conform to the new 625 line platform. The main one used from BBC2's 
launch, but dropped with the advent of colour (but continued in regions that still had 
monochrome until 1976), was Test Card E. 


Reuse of the ident[edit] 

The ident was reused during Afternoon Classics in 2013, on BBC Two. It was also reused 
in Northern Ireland. This used a recreation of the logo now with the BBC box brighter 
and with the legend ‘Northern Ireland’ below the BBC logo. Also when the stripes from 


on the black background, The stripes animate differently. The normal BBC Two used the 
normal version.™22! 


See also[edit] 


HIEISBBC portal 


e BBC Two 'Cube' ident 


e BBC One pre-1969 idents 
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COLOUR 


Succeeded by 
Cube 2 


The first version of the Cube 2 


The Cube 2 was an ident used by BBC Two between 2 December 1967 and 28 
December 1974. It featured a stylised '2' that rotated on screen. 


Launch[edit] 


In 1967, BBC2 was the first UK television station to launch a full colour service on 

the UHF frequency band, and to mark the occasion a new symbol was launched. 
However, there is some confusion as to when the symbol was actually launched. Some 
colour programming was shown in the early part of the year, before the official date of 1 
July 1967, but even the official launch date was only in the main regions. It was later 
that year on 2 December for the full country to receive colour transmissions, and 
because of these different dates, it is difficult to see when this ident was introduced. 


COLOUR 


Components of the look[edit] 


Logo used in the ident. 


The ident was originally a cube with a '2' on each face, each a different colour. The 
ident would start by three light spots of red, green and blue, the three primary colours 
for television. These light spots then merge to form a white spot. Around this spot, a 
blue numeral '2' would form up by drawing it. The 'COLOUR' legend would then appear 
below the 2, and the 2 would begin rotating to reveal other colour 2's, in the order blue, 
red, green and white. This ident would continue to rotate against the black background. 
The ident was formed by an animated startup and a film of a mechanical model, with 
the whole thing being played off a recording .™212! 


The ident was modified c.1970 when both channels presentation were brought into line. 
The cubed '2' was changed so all the colours were cyan blue, with the '2' now spinning 
above a line with an italic 'COLOUR' legend. A variety of versions were used around 


this period: the first being a blue 2 over a black background with white line and caption. 
g Another version included the same as before, but with a dark blue background 
instead of a black one.@451 The final version included a slightly lighter background 
colour and a cyan line and caption. The black background version was first to be 
used,@ which then made way for the dark blue background, with the cyan version last 
used, however this order is disputed.“ These idents were mechanical, and filmed live as 
required from the BBC2 NODD room and lasted as long as necessary, although the ident 
would usually stop spinning after a while. The colour was added electronically through 
the NODD process used on the BBC1 ident at the time.” 


Two clocks accompanied the look: the first lasted as long as the original ident and the 
second accompanied the mechanical idents. The first was a modified version of the last 
time-piece and featured to the right of the screen, a large clock face with markers at 
every minute mark and with Roman numerals for every five minutes.“ To the left, 
the BBC2 logo, with the legend 'COLOUR' underneath and below that, usually 
programme information.“ The second clock featured a clockface in the centre of the 
screen with the number markers being replaced by a set of double lines that got 
progressively thicker the further round the clock face.2 The line, with the legend 
'‘BBC2 COLOUR’, now featuring the updated rounded BBC logo, was cyan in colour and 
located below the clock face.2“! The clock design was identical to that used by BBC1, 
except for colour. 


Promotions at this point were not uniform and changed depending on requirements and 
time of year. The holding slides used for this period featured a white, '2' logo and spot 
located at the bottom left of the image, with a Colour legend below the 2 and 
programme information to the right of the 2.441 


Special idents[edit] 


e Christmas 1967-1970 - Christmas idents were not used during this period, but 
Christmas slides were produced, including the cube 2 on the left of the screen 
(above the logo and the word 'Colour') with a Christmas tree or a snowflake on the 
right. 

e Christmas 1971 - The cube 2 with coloured swirls emanating from the centre, with 
the font reading 'Christmas' underneath. 

e Christmas 1972 - The cube 2 with tinsel around the edges of the screen, with the 
font reading 'Christmas in Colour' underneath. 

e Christmas 1973 - Possibly the same version as the following year; no footage 
exists, only photos. 

e Christmas 1974 - The cube 2 with all sides orange rotating and decorated with 
stars and a bauble where the dot usually sits; the font underneath read either 
‘Christmas Eve’, 'Christmas Day' or 'Boxing Day', depending on the day. 


Due to lack of video recordings from this era, and due to the common broadcasting 
practice of wiping old tapes for reuse, very few examples survive of this era. Examples, 
therefore, of special idents are almost non-existent. 


See also[edit] 


EIGSBBC portal 


e BBC Two Launch ident 


e BBC Two 'Striped' ident 
e History of BBC television idents 
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The Striped 2 was an ident used by BBC2 between 28 December 1974 and June 1979. 
u The ident featured a numeral 2 made out of horizontal lines. 


Launch[edit] 


In 1974, the new look was to replace the previous look which had been going in one 
form or another for seven years. The tenth anniversary of BBC2 was also that year, and 
so a new ident would have been greatly appreciated to celebrate the station. The new 
look would also coincide with the updated mirror globe look used by BBC1 and a new 
look to both channels as a whole. 


Components of Look[edit] 


Original model 


Side view 


The ident itself featured a numeral 2 made out of discs of alternating colour of white 
and light blue. these discs used to revolve: the light blue all moving to off to the left of 
the screen, white to the right before both sets reform the 2, by coming in from the 
opposite side they left by. This ident was usually on a background of navy blue, but 
black was also occasionally used. The ident was commonly believed to be caused by 
two rotating cylinders, however they were in fact formed by 23 stacked discs, each with 
a different line drawn on the outside. Each disc rotated in a different direction to the 
disc immediately above and below it, and had colour added through the NODD system 
that was used to make the BBC1 mirror globes. 


A clock accompanied the look and featured a light blue face and hands with a 

white corporate BBC2 logo. The face included a 'polo mint’ centre circle from which the 
hands radiated out of, and counters that got progressively thicker the further round the 
clockface. This was either on a navy blue, or black background, depending on the ident 
that preceded or succeeded it. 


Promotional style was varied and usually did not feature the 2, however this was not 
always the case. In c.1977, a double striped '2' started to appear on some captions, and 
it was this symbol that would form the basis of the next look. Unanimated, programme 
captions were used for programmes and featured the fully white striped '2' in the lower 
left corner with programme name beside it, all overlaid the picture. 


Special Idents/edit] 


Some special variations of the ident were used for specific programmes 


e Aversion of the ident where the background was yellow, and the white lines were 
black, was used before a Shirley Bassey programme. 

e A variation was used to introduce Open Space, which featured the 2 revolving out, 
but a map of the UK reforming in its place. 


Some information about Christmas idents during this period exists. 


e Christmas 1975 - The new double-striped '2' formed out of tinsel. 

e Christmas 1976 - A sequined layout version of the 2. 

e Christmas 1977 - A red 2, with lines following the body of the 2, rotates above a 
‘Christmas’ caption. 

e Christmas 1978 - Six medieval trumpeters, with the trumpet flags showing the new 
double-striped '2' logo. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ A recording exists of this ident in use on 9 June 1979, and of its replacement ident in 
use by 23 June. No recordings in between these dates have appeared as yet. 


External links[edit] 
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e TVARK 1974 Continuity 

e TV Room 1974 Idents 

e MHP 1974 Idents 
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Cube 2 28 December 1974 -June Computer 
T 1979 Generated 2 


Launch[edit] 


The ident package was launched in June 1979. The ident was aired through a solid-state 
computer device, not unlike the one used later for BBC1's Computer Originated World, 
built by BBC engineers, and designed by Oliver Elmes. The concept of the double striped 
'2' had been around for a long time: following the two television channels dropping 
corporate branding, a similar look was adopted by both channels featuring double 
striped numbers and BBC letters. The doubled striped '2' had been in use on 
programme promotions since 1977 and on holding slides since 1978. 


Components of the look[edit] 


The ident itself featured a cream, double striped numeral 2, with two orange lines either 
side going off screen. The whole ident had the illusion of three dimensions, with orange 
shadows, all on a black background. The ident would either remain static, scroll in from 
the left hand side or scroll out to the right. The form up ident was accompanied by an 


electronic fanfare, which was dropped in 1983. A subtitled programme would be 
accompanied by the additional caption below the numeral stating 'Ceefax 270' and later 
following a change of page 'Ceefax 888'. 


The clock which accompanied this new look was located in the BBC Two Noddy room 
and comprised an orange clock face with counters of ever increasing thickness and with 
a 'polo' mint centre upon a black background. A plain orange and white 2D striped '2' 
logo was placed below the clock. The use of this old clock was due to the fact that the 
technology did not exist for an electronic timepiece, and would not until 1980, when an 
electronic timepiece was finally obtained for BBC2. This new electronic clock had no 
second hand judder and had a changed design, featuring two dashes at the quarter 
hours and single dashes elsewhere. The polo mint centre was abandoned in favour of a 
simple centre dot, and the 3D striped '2' logo adorned the bottom of the screen, 
although it was unanimated. 


Promotional style wasn't uniform, but generally featured the striped '2' in the promotion 
in one form or another, whether at the beginning or appearing on the end slide. 
Programme slides featured a large white 2 with programme title overlaid the bottom of 
the image. This branding preceded the inception of the new ident by several months, 
with slides featuring the striped '2' from as early as late 1978. The BBC2 special 
Christmas ident of 1978, featuring rotating buglers, also incorporated this version of the 
striped '2'. 

A variation of the look was used during the Daytime on 2 strand showing schools 
programmes, which featured the ident with an orange gradient background. Regional 
variations of BBC2 featured the region name below the 2. 


The variation in 2010 is this look recreated using 3D software. 


Special Idents[edit] 


Some special versions were produced for public celebrations such as Christmas: 


e Christmas 1979 - A revolving perspex snowflake rotates over a white version of 
the logo at the bottom of the screen. 

e Christmas 1980 - Similar to the previous year, a more colourful perspex snowflake 
rotating above a Christmas BBC2 caption 

e Christmas 1981 - Three red translucent candles spinning around with the caption 
Christmas 2 

e Christmas 1982 - Three green perspex Christmas trees with a hand-drawn, angular 
BBC2 caption. 

e Christmas 1983 - Another similar theme to the previous year. Three metallic 
Christmas trees spinning against the Christmas 2 caption. 

e Christmas 1984 - A pink bauble with the '2' on it remains stationary while a 
stylised ribbon spelling 'Christmas' rotating around it. 

e Christmas 1985 - A blue tinted Christmas scene rotates around the '2'. 


Special uses[edit] 


The ident was re-used in early 2005 for the opening continuity announcement in the 
second series of the period comedy Look Around You. 


It was recreated in May 2010, with a new soundtrack, as part of BBC Two's "80's 
Season", to celebrate events and features from the decade. 


It was then brought back twice in October 2012, with no soundtrack. The first occasion 
was only shown in Northern Ireland on 10 October at 12:20am, to mark the start of their 
digital switchover, hence bringing BBC Two NI's time on analogue television to a close. 
The second was shown nationally on 22 October at 4:35am to lead into the final edition 
of Pages From Ceefax. And on 7 October 2013, this (and its Christmas '79, '84 & '85 
ident in NI), along with others was brought back for BBC Two's "Afternoon Classics" 
block. 
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The TWO ident in a stencil style font 


The BBC Two 'Two' ident was the station identification used on BBC2 between 30 
March 1986 and 16 February 1991.” It was the last non corporate look for the channel, 
and the only look until 2018 that did not feature a numeral '2' in the design. 


Launch[edit] 


Following their previous and groundbreaking striped 2 look, BBC Two wanted to go ina 
different programming direction. The ident they had commissioned had been around 
since 1979 and after seven years’ service, it was time for a replacement. The channel 
wanted to aim programming that was more high brow and sophisticated.2 As a result, 
they wanted the new logo to reflect this. The BBC commissioned Alan Jeapes,™2I2] who 
was responsible for the title sequence for BBC1's hit soap EastEnders the year before, to 
create the new look. 


Components of the look[edit] 


The ident for the look featured a white background with embossed, 3D lettering spelling 
out 'TWO' in a stencil style font.“2 The 'TWO' are coloured red, green and blue to 
represent the phosphors of television, and was a device the channel had used before 
(they also represented the national colours of Wales, Northern Ireland and Scotland 
respectively). The upright part of the 'T' was coloured red, the left hand diagonal of the 
'W' green and the middle diagonal blue. The 'O' remained white, as did the remainder of 
the lettering. Similar to the last look, the lettering would either fade in from the 
background, fade out into the background, or remain on screen the whole time. %2 

81 There were no particular rules for which ident should be shown when, but the fade in 
and fade out versions were often used for the start and end of day respectively. For 
Subtitled programming, a small grey hard of hearing logo was located between the 'T' 
and 'W' of the 'TWO', with the caption '888' situated below the logo. mex 


A clock accompanied the look, as was common for the channel in these days. The clock 
had a white background, with embossed dashes at each position round the clock face. 
The 'TWO' logo was placed below the clock, with the clock hands different colours: a red 
second hand, a green minute hand and a blue hour hand. The clock was electronically 
generated using the previous clock generator system and was often used before some 
news bulletins and before closedown. On this occasion, the clock would always fade to 
white, before fading to black. “24! 


The promotional style used with the look varied throughout the time. Promotions 
themselves featured no unifying look and changed with seasons. The only key factor 
was that the 'TWO' logo would appear in some form at the end, but this was not always 
guaranteed. At this time, programme slides were still being used frequently in 
continuity on both channels. At the beginning of this period, the technology was not yet 
in place for electronic captions, meaning that the original caption design needed to 
work on optical slides: it therefore needed to be a simple design. The original design 
involved a black strip across the bottom of the screen which included the 'TWO' on the 
left and the programme title on the right.“ Following the acquisition of Quantel 
Paintbox however, the slides were now electronically generated allowing the 'TWO' to 
appear not only 3D but on a white background. The new design featured the bottom 
half of the screen in white with 3D logo and name, with the white background fading 
upwards into the picture, in a similar design to the previous version. This was later 
modified to a single white gradiented strip, the width of the 'TWO' logo on the left hand 
side with the programme name overlaid the picture, which now occupies the whole of 


the screen.“ For cross promotional captions, BBC1 used a white caption, with the 
picture inside a box in the centre of the caption, with 'TWO' logo and name located 
above the box. This style was not used on the main channel. This was created using 
old CG. But in 2010, The ident was recreated using 3D software. 


This look also marked the first time that the regions could opt out of the main BBC2 
schedule, following the move of some programming to the channel from BBC1. To 
differentiate, regional versions of the 'TWO' ident were made, with the region name in 
grey over a static caption of the TWO logo. “18! 


Cancellation|[edit] 


In 1990, the newly recruited BBC2 controller, Alan Yentob, noticed that the logo for the 
channel, the 'TWO', was affecting the reputation of BBC2. Surveys commissioned 
realised that most viewers thought the new look "dull" and "worthy". He then decided 
to commission a worthy successor capable of displaying the personality of the channel, 
revealing his thoughts in the How Do They Do That? episode - about the idents. 

‘1 The successors were introduced on 16 February 1991. However, in 2010, for the 80's 
season. the 'TWO' logo made an appearance. And on 7 October 2013, this, along with 
others was brought back for BBC Two's "Afternoon Classics" block. 


Special idents[edit] 


BBC2 used a number of special idents through its years, mainly for use at Christmas. 
Special idents were commissioned for this. 


e Christmas 1986 - Snow constantly covers and uncovers the 'TWO' in waves going 
left to right.™ 

e Christmas 1987 - A transparent ball hangs in front of the camera as two people 
throw snowballs at each other with backgrounds of trees. The ball then pans up to 
reveal an all-white 'TWO' logo, with a red dash above and a large green triangle 
stretching the entire length of the TWO above that. 

e Christmas 1988 - A white-powdered person with green hair in the style of a 
Christmas tree cuts to a picture of a green and red 'TWO' with the sections 
separated and frozen in ice.4! 

e Christmas 1989 - Three figures seemingly made of wrapping paper move the 
sections of the 'TWO' into position, which themselves seen to be made out of 
wrapping paper in the logo colours. The end board is accompanied by a synthesised 
nursery tune and rotating sheep in the background. 

e Christmas 1990 - An upside-down triangle, square and circle burst open to reveal 
the letters TWO made out of items such as crackers, wheels and other assorted 
materials, accompanied by a soundtrack of two notes, the final note being dragged 
out for the length of the announcement. These idents were designed to follow on 
seamlessly from a similarly styled promotional trail.“ 


A few other special idents were made: 


e A'TWO' ident recoloured blue and red, with occasional powdered colours of blue and 
red, was used to mark a series of programmes on the French Revolution.“ 

e Aversion with the letter spelling 'THE' was used before the first episode of The Late 
Show. 4201 

e A spoof version of the logo, spelling "THREE' was used on BBC1 prior to their 
showing of Roland Rat - The series. 
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Paint, the first of this series to be broadcast and the last to be broadcast during their first run 
from 1991 until 2001. This was also the last to be broadcast in Northern Ireland in 2018. 


The BBC Two '1991-2001' idents were broadcast from 16 February 1991 until 19 
November 2001, and again from 9 July 2014 until 27 September 2018, on BBC Two in 
the United Kingdom. The idents, which consisted of a sans-serif '2', accompanied by the 
colour viridian,’ were created by branding agency Lambie-Nairn (and later, Red Bee 
Media), who also created the Channel 4 logo. 


The ident package was retained following the corporate rebrand of the BBC in 1997 with 
a new logo and new idents commissioned. They were taken out of service in November 
2001, and were later revived on 21 June 2014 for 90's Night and in July 2014, to 
commemorate the 50th birthday of BBC Two. They replaced the 'Window on the World’ 
idents and were broadcast until the early hours of 27 September 2018. 


Conception[edit] 


The newly recruited BBC2 controller, Alan Yentob, noticed that the then-logo for the 
channel, which featured the word 'TWO' in red, green and blue within a white 
background and the 'O' being white, was affecting the reputation of BBC2. Surveys 
commissioned realised that most viewers thought the branding was "dull" and "worthy". 
He then decided to commission a worthy successor capable of displaying the 


personality of the channel, revealing his thoughts in the How Do They Do That? episode 
- about the idents. =e 


| realised there was a problem almost as soon as | took over the channel [BBC2]. It was 
obvious that the logo [TWO] made absolutely no impact. In fact, it was something 
anyone could have told you. It was singularly unmemorable, and told you nothing about 
the personality of the channel. So we decided to commission a corporate design 
company to do some research. 


— Alan Yentob 
The idents were designed by branding expert Martin Lambie-Nairn, and first aired on 


the same day as the BBCI virtual globe ident, also designed by Lambie-Nairn as part of 
a corporate rebrand of both channels. 


We took this '2', actually, and you think to yourself "Well, there's nothing special about 
this". But there is something special about this, actually. It's a very distinctive '2'. It has 
very sharp bits on it and it's rather nice and fat. The reason we wanted that particular 
'2' is because we wanted to do things with it. So, you need lots of '2', lots of body on the 
'2' in order to achieve that. 


— Martin Lambie-Nairn 


Idents[edit] 


The idents featured a sans-serif '2' in a variety of different forms and environments 
usually accompanied by an element of the colour viridian and accompanied by a 

static corporate logo DOG below the '2'. Another DOG often used with the look was a 
small '888' legend in the top right of the screen. This meant that subtitles were 
available to accompany the programme on Ceefax page 888. Following the 1997 
rebrand, the BBC logo was changed, with the word TWO added after the logo at the 
bottom of the screen. The '888' legend was also phased out in 1999, to be replaced with 
‘Subtitles' following the uptake in digital television and the increased use of the 

new BBC Text service. A section of the TV programme How Do They Do That? that was 
broadcast on 15 February 1995 described how the graphics and sound of some of the 
idents were created. 


The clock idents had been changed through years and were mainly used for closedowns 
and news. The first clock ident was used in February until late 1991, the second was 
used in late 1991 until October 1997. The clock was edited in October 1997 with the 
new logo. This was the last BBC TWO logo to use the clock ident. 


The new idents commissioned after 1997 placed less emphasis on the use of the colour 
viridian and the bell/harp music. Later on, as the Internet began to grow, the URL of 
BBC's website (www.bbc.co.uk) was included in idents on-screen from January 2000. 

51 Two of the idents from this set, Predator and the Christmas 2000 ident, were put back 
in use in 2006 but were withdrawn in February 2007 due to a rebrand. Some idents 
were returned for 90's Night (except Scotland) from 21 June 2014. From July 2014, due 
to the 50th birthday of the channel, multiple idents from the series were put back in 
use. They replaced the main Window on the World package, initially in tandem with the 
50th Birthday idents. On 27 September 2018, BBC Two received a rebrand, with the 
sans-serif '2' symbol being retired after 27 years; a new set of idents featuring a curve 
motif resembling a '2' were introduced. 4 The last ident from this set, Optics, was aired 
one minute before the new set of idents were introduced. 


Main([edit] 


1991-1997/ edit] 


Title 


Paint 


Water 


Blade 


Neon 


Copper Cut- 
Out 


Glass 


Silk 


Paper Cut- 
Out 


Black & 
White 


Description 


Paint featured a white polystyrene '2' on a black and white background, 
splashed by a blob of viridian paint which hurtles in horizontally from the 
right side of the screen. 


This ident featured an aqua-coloured '2' on a background of the same 
colour, half submerged in a pool of water at a 45-degree angle. 


One of the four idents to last the entire run, Blade featured a sharp, 
metal '2' falling into a viridian-coloured block and impaling it on its edge, 
standing and wobbling. 


Also known as Sign, it had a '2' on a black background with seven 
viridian neon lights attached to it, flashing in random sequences. 


As the title suggests, it featured a copper cut-out of a '2' off of which 
sparks flew, as the figure glowed at its edges. 


Featured a glass-cut '2', which reflected light - with some noticeable 
viridian colour - in various directions. Soundtrack consists of a resonant 
bell-like chime, between lighter bells paired with breathy sounds, giving 
a relaxing feel. 


This ident included a swathe of viridian silk literally drifting over the top 
of a '2' shape, as if they were ocean waves. 


Paper Cut-Out featured a completely grey, paper-like foreground, with a 
'2'-shaped cut-out in the middle. 


This ident was the black-and-white equivalent of the original Copper Cut 


Copper Cut- 
Out 


Shadow 


Water 
Reflection 


Garden 


Powder 


Optics 


Car 


Dog 


Balloon 


Out with viridian sparks flying off the '2'. 


A simple ident, showing the cast shadow of a slowly rotating '2' ona 
viridian wall. 


A subtle variation on Water, the light was altered in such a way that it 
cast a reflection of the water line onto the top half of the '2'. 


Garden depicted a circular patch of grass in the middle, from which 
sprouted several white flowers that formed the shape of the '2'. 


Also known as Chalk. This featured a birds-eye view of the '2' falling onto 
a bed of white powder, revealing a layer of viridian powder beneath it, 
left streaked around the '2' as the stray particles clear away. 


Optics included many optical fibres of mainly viridian and green colour, 
swaying from side to side, initially with great momentum but slowly and 
eventually settling into the shape of the '2' symbol. 


Also known as "Toy Car". One of a new series of idents introduced in 
1993, it featured a viridian '2' with an aerial moving about on wheels in a 
yellow studio, in the same manner as a remote-controlled car. Two 
variations were made: one with the car coming from the left hand side 
(the more common version) and one coming from the right hand side. 


Also known as "Fluffy Dog". This ident included a fluffy mint green '2' 
whirring, yapping and doing back flips in the manner of 

a toy mechanical dog on the same mint green table against the shaded- 
red background. 


Another of the more simple idents, Balloon featured a silver, helium- 
filled balloon in the shape of a '2' bobbing around gently in a fixed spot. 
This ident was withdrawn in October 1997 due to confusion with a similar 
balloon ident used by BBC One. 


Crystal Ball 


Firecracker 


Diary 


Steam 


Also known simply as "Ball". A crystal ball passes over an ethereal- 
looking surface, revealing a silhouette in the shape of a '2', This ident 
ended in 1995. 


Also known as "Firework", this ident featured a viridian '2' on a rusty- 
looking brown desk, with live firecrackers attached to it with the last one 
failed to explode. 


This ident featured a white '2' on a black background, with paper layers 
peeling off and drifting away. 


This featured a viridian-coloured, metallic '2' of extremely hot 
temperature, as a ring of syringes dispensed water droplets which fell 
onto and around the figure. 


1997-2001/edit] 


Title 


Aerial 


Duck 


Paint Pot 


Zapper 


Gorilla 


Description 


Aerial featured a dark green '2' with aerials attached to it in a red studio, 
appearing in random places between flashes of static, before finally 
appearing in the centre of the screen. 


This ident depicted a soapy setting, from which a yellow '2' which looks like 


the background from the personality idents. 


In a parody of the original Paint ident, a silver paint pot is bombarded by 
lots of little viridian '2's, once again falling sideways. 


This featured a fly zapper in the shape of a '2' upon a wall. 


There were two variations on this ident. A gorilla stands up a yellow '2' in 
one ident, named Gorilla Shadow and knocks it over in the other, 
named Gorilla Tantrum. 


Swan 


Dalek 


Excalibur 


Catalyst 


Wave Day 


Predator 


Kebab 


Woodpeck 
er 


Wave 
Night 


Introduced at the start of 1998, it featured three grey ‘2's, 

resembling cygnets, swimming past a clearly bemused swan, which shakes 
its head shortly after. A sting exists where the swan 2s swim away from the 
swan. 


Originally a special ident for Doctor Who Night, its popularity meant it went 
on to join the roster of regular idents. It featured black and white Daleks in 
the shape of '2's moving between a grey corridor. 


One of six new idents to be introduced in early 2000, Excalibur featured 
a cerulean-blue '2' rising from a pool of water sideways, a la Paint. 


Catalyst features a turquoise polystyrene '2' on a black and dark teal 
background, in this ident, a bunch of liquid droplets fly in from the top right 
corner of the screen and cause flames to flare up around the '2' on contact. 


Originally called Wave, this featured a dark cyan '2' within a shaded-white 
background and a sheet of blue liquid that splashes around it throughout. 


Predator begins centered on a '2'-shaped butterfly sitting within 

a jungle environment. The camera then zooms out, and the '2' is gobbled 
up by a larger green '2' in the form of a Venus flytrap. This ident was the 
first of two (alongside Swan) to be brought back in July 2014 for the 
channel's 50th anniversary, thus making this the only ident to be revived 
twice in 2 different sets. 


Kebab has a '2' made of meat roasting on a kebab spit, spinning around in 
flames. 


This ident depicted five metal poles, of varying distance, against an orange 
background. 


Introduced in the last half of 2000, it was a new take on the original Wave 
(Day) ident. It now featured a darker background and liquid pool, with a 
bright cyan '2'. 


Special [edit] 


Since 1974, BBC Two has aired special idents for use at national celebrations such 

as Christmas. The Christmas idents were changed annually throughout this period 
(except for 2001 where the channel would have rebranded prior to Christmas of 2001), 
and were seen as a Christmas tradition for BBC's 1 and 2 to produce a new Christmas 
package on an annual basis (This tradition was broken in 2003 when BBC One reused 
the previous year's ident, and in recent times when the same ident was used alongside 
BBC Two for 4 Christmases consecutively). In contrast, Halloween and St. Valentine's 
Day idents were only produced between 1991 and 1997. As well as the Holiday idents, 
many other special idents were produced, mainly to introduce themed nights of 
programming on the channel, or specific programmes. 


1991-1997/ edit] 


Title Air Dates Description 
: The animation starts with a Japanese "2". A smoke effect 
Made in : nn gi 
billows out, and the Japanese "2" dissolves through to the 
Japan LLI LLI 
usual "2". 
Pop Art Apparently, pop art animation, at the end, the "2" zooms in. 


A tea-cosy appears in the centre of the screen which is 
English removed to reveal the "2" as a teapot. Hilda Ogden-style 
duck decals are visible on the wall. 


A Perfect A series of one-off idents introducing a selection of archive 
Christmas programmes. 

; A reference to Georges Méliès' A Trip to the Moon featuring a 
Christmas December 


wrapped-up 2 set against a cloudy night sky with stars and 
1991 1991 : ! 
the moon interacting and looking. 


Remurandt The "2" is part of the eye in a self-portrait of Rembrandt. 
Week 
One World The globe is a flat disk which starts the sequence side-on, 


rotating 90 degrees along its vertical axis, until it faces the 


Wet and 
Windy 


Billboard 


Edinburgh 
Nights 


War and 
Peace 


Halloween 
Night 


Christmas 
1992 


A Night of 
Love 


Birth Night 


Crime and 
Punishment 


One Day in 
the Sixties 


May 1992 


December 
1992 


February 
1993 


camera. 


This ident was used for weather programmes during 
Saturday evenings of May 1992. A bright cyan '2' slams itself 
against a window dripping with rain. 


In time-lapse, a man on a ladder pastes the advertising 
billboard with sheets of paper, finally revealing the complete 
picture - a large "2". 


This ident was used for programmes during the 1992 
Edinburgh Festival. 


A "2" made of barbed wire forms around a single poppy. 


The Halloween Night special consists of three idents. 


A red 2 appears as fairy lights on a Christmas tree. 


The "2" symbol rose out of the water, with its reflection 
making the shape of a heart. 


The "2" is in form of a baby inside the body. All this is on the 
doctor's ultrasound machine. 


The "2" is in form of a light with the shadows of the jail cells 
in it. 


The ident had 1960s style music to accompany it, as the 
various small squares alternated randomly between 60s 


After 
Margaret 


Animated 2 


Christmas 
1993 


30th 


Anniversary 


Goal TV 


Moon 


Shakespeare 


Berlin Wall 


Christmas 


16 April 
1994 


17 June 
1994 


28 June-9 
July 1994 


December 


imagery and the familiar "2". 


A "2" is fixed to the door of Number 10 Downing Street after 
it slams the door. 


This special ident was introduced in 1993 before animated 
and cartoon programmes, a black "2" with a piano falls from 
the sky accompanied by piano music and crashes to the floor 
before displaying the 2 in its place and the Animated letter 
being formed above on the top left hand side. 


A metallic coloured 2 is hoisted up atop a Christmas tree 
by hobbit-like creatures. 


This appropriately named ident was used on 16 April 1994 to 
celebrate BBC2's 30th Birthday. A "2" falls and lands ona 
cake, in the style of Powder. 


This ident is used only for coincide the greatest football 
world cup fevers in Goa/ TV for bank holiday Monday before 
the World Cup 94 kicks off on 17 June, the following month. 


Another appropriately named ident was used between 28 
June and 9 July 1994 to celebrate Neil Armstrong's landing 
on the moon for 25th Anniversary. 


This special ident is used for a month of seasonal Bard on 
the Box programmes. A potato-shaped "2" suddenly appears 
from the black cauldron after 5 seconds of magical myth. 


Another special ident was used to coincide with the season 
on the Tales from Berlin and the collapse of the Berlin Wall. 


A large yellow 2 in a dome against a tundra landscape. 


1994 


Centenary 


Learning 
Zone 


Christmas 
1995 


Christmas 
1996 


Tug of War 


The Comedy 
Zone 


Mars 
Weekend 


1994 


1995 


Christmas 
1995 


Christmas 
1996 


1997-2001[edit] 


Title 


Air Dates 


A film canister "2" is dropped down from a great height onto 
a bed of unraveled film reels, in a similar manner to the 
Powder ident. This had the same soundtrack as the Powder 
ident. This ident was used to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of cinema and film. 


This ident features the technologic numbers and flowers in 
blue and white etc. 


Wallace and Gromit accompany a 2 covered in fairy lights 
while sat at Christmas dinner. As with Neon, the music plays 
in time with the fairy lights flashing. 


A wizard walks on clouds in the sky, before spinning and 
turning into a 2 made of stars. 


This special ident is used on St. David's Day only on BBC Two 
Wales, a "2" made of rope of tug is pulled to and fro by using 
the ropes. 


A disco ident based version of the Seeing Stars sting. 


This ident starts in close-up on the "2" Martian surface, then 
zooms out to reveal the full scene, with the flying saucer 
blipping in and out of view, inspired the Discovery ident from 
the Curve 2 set. This is the also the last special ident to 
feature the 1988 BBC logo. 


Description 


24 
December 
1997 


Christmas 
1997 


Red Dwarf 
Night 


Evolution 
Weekend 


December 
1998 


Christmas 
1998 


Millennium 


Monty 
Python 
Night 


Christmas 
1999 


It's Scary 
Out There 


Simpsons 
Night 


A white 2 in a snowglobe, accompanied by an angelic- 
sounding choir soundtrack. 


To celebrate 10 years of the sci-fi comedy series Red Dwarf, a 
series of five idents, each used on "Red Dwarf Night" from 14 
February 1998. 


The single ident was animated by starting with the still image 
of a "2" in clear water. 


A green fairy moves back to reveal the 2 atop a Christmas 
tree with surreal white and green colours. 


A camera zooming down on an hourglass reveals that many 
little 2's are falling instead of sand, counting down to the new 
millennium. 


BBC Two celebrates the 30th anniversary of Monty 
Python and Monty Python's Flying Circus. 


A similar theme to last year, and the first ident to feature 
the bbc.co.uk URL. 


This ident features an empty graveyard. Then, the camera 
zooms further into the graveyard before a giant, corpse 
shaped '2' pops out of nowhere, and the camera zooms back 
rapidly. 


Two idents that were produced for Simpsons night. The first 
one was a parody of the show's opening titles, showing a 
yellow coloured '2' cracking the camera recording it. The 
second shows a power cut in the Simpsons household. The 
Simpsons family are all '2's. 


| Love 
1970's 


X-Files 
Night 


Christmas | December 


2000 2000 


| Love 
1980's 


Comedy 
Night 


Star Trek 
Night 


2014-2018) edit] 


Title 


Commonwealth 
Games 2014 


The Wrong 
Mans Series 2 


A blood-orange '2' appears in a lava lamp before disappearing 
moments later. 


3 idents were created for use throughout X-Files night, two 
joined the regular roster of idents (Camcorder and Super 8) 
however the third was only used on the night. 


Two small white 2's skate on top of, and fall off, a huge ice- 
covered 2 against a blue background. This ident was reused 
for the 2006 Winter Olympics and sporting programmes. 


In the first ident, the '2' would be seen dancing to a song 
of Don't You Want Me by The Human League from the late 
1981 ident. 


A series of three idents with a caricature of Anne 
Robinson behind a blue, techno-like background with 2s 
behind her. 


Also known as Te/eporter. This ident was originally a sting, the 
yellow '2' can be seen teleporting. This was the last ever ident 
used for one of BBC 2's themed nights. 


Description 


TBA 


Special ident for the second series of The Wrong Mans. 


Meet The Super 
Rich Season 


We Know Food 


Cue Rest 


Tennis Ball 


Sundays Don't 
Stop 


India Season 


Silk Surprise 


Christmas 2015 


China Season 


Silk Explosion 


This special ident was used between 5 and 15 January 2015 to 
promote the Super-rich season, a helicopter lands slowly then 
a helicopter door opens to reveal a golden 2 who sits 
comfortably in the chair. 


Introduced to be usually used for programs about cooking. 


Introduced for the 2015 World Snooker Championships, this 
ident featured a 2-shaped cue rest was tickled by a snooker 
cue as it laughs. 


This ident, featuring a tennis ball in the shape of the iconic '2', 
was introduced to coincide with tennis coverage. 


This ident, used on Sunday nights, is an edited version of the 
regular Dog ident, featuring the fluffy '2' dancing to "You 
Make It Hard" by JM 118. 


This ident was introduced to coincide with a season of cross- 
channel programming known as the 'India Season’. 


This one-off ident was used to introduce the first episode of /n 
Case You Missed It. 


Various previous Christmas 2 idents were shown, each to a 
different Christmas carol with the word "Two" repeatedly 
sung. 


This ident was introduced to coincide with season of Chinese- 
based programming known as the 'China Season’. 


This one-off ident was used to introduce Newsnight on 11th 
May 2016. 


Euro 2016 


Dragons' Den 


Darts 


Black and 
British Season 


Artsnight 


Christmas 2016 


CBBC on 
Saturday 


Christmas 2017 


Stings/[edit] 


To coincide the BBC's coverage of Euro 2016 tournament. 


The ident features the cast of Dragons' Den watching a 2 
pitch objects based on previous idents (a neon sign 2, several 
woodpecker 2 stands, several toy car 2s, several 2s with 
helicopter rotors, a fluffy dog 2, several balloon 2s, etc.). 


This special ident was introduced to coincide the coverage of 
the PDC's Champions League of Darts for the BBC in 2016. 


Same as previous year, except with pop/rock-style versions of 
various Christmas carols. 


A special version of Paint used for BBC Two's airings 

of CBBC programming on Saturday mornings, 

including Saturday Mash-Up! (which it was first shown ahead 
of), with the once-viridian paint digitally altered in the colours 
of the current CBBC logo. 


The idents from 2011 were re-used, but with the pop/rock 
carols from 2016. 


During the run of the idents, there were also quick, usually humorous 

short animations shown before the trailers known as ‘Stings’. !t#eo2edea Examples included 
a 2-shaped pancake landing in a frying pan, a '2' performing stunts on a bicycle, or a set 
of spinning plates in the form of the '2'. These were sometimes themed to suit a 
particular event, such as sport coverage; for instance, a set of snooker balls racked in 
the '2' shape. Animations were also created to match the theme of a year's Christmas 


symbol. During the 1995 Christmas period, for example, a set of short animations 
featuring Wallace and Gromit were used, along with a similarly themed ident. 


These 'sting' animations were usually only a few seconds long and, particularly from 22 
March 1993 onwards, the '2' would become a character as well as merely a symbol, an 
idea that was carried on for the BBC Two yellow idents from 2001. !statezzeedea1 


Below is a complete list in short summary of BBC Two Stings: 


Toaster 


Cactus 


Chameleon 


Ostrich 


Bungy 


Cliffhanger 


Crane 


Alien 


Edge 


Two slices of bread come out and drop onto a plate as a '2' logo 
appears on the left side of the screen. First aired 1991 and withdrawn 
soon after. 


A cactus in a desert blooms as the '2' logo appears on the left side of 
the screen. First aired 1991 and withdrawn soon after. 


A grey chameleon stands on the rocks to change the colour from plain 
grey to colourful green as the '2' logo appears on the left side of the 
screen. First aired 1991 and withdrawn soon after. 


An ostrich sticks its head out of the ground as the '2' logo appeared on 
the left side of the screen. First aired 1991 and withdrawn soon after. 


A gelatin (jelly) '2' jumps over the floor in a room. The room and the 2 
are both black and yellow. First aired 1993. 


A '2' is hanging on the top of the dark-wooden mantelpiece, possibly 
about to fall off. First aired 1993. 


A '2' made of metal is picked up by a hook. First aired 1993. 


An egg cracks, revealing a black '2' which seems like a reptile. First 
aired 1993. 


A grey '2' chips a wooden floor, leaving a carved trail behind it. There 
was a variation where it was viewed from a top-down angle. First aired 
1993. 


Op Art 


Loudspeaker 


Hangover 


Cheese 


Wacky 


Carrot 


Football 


Ski Jump 


Stay-Puft 


Teleporter 


A '2' coloured in white and black stripes blends on a same coloured 
background. There were total of eight random variations in this sting. 
First aired 1993. 


A '2' gets blown away by a loudspeaker on the right-hand side. There 
was a variation whereas a 2 gets shaked and vibrated violently by a 
loudspeaker on the left-hand slide. 


A glass of water (or some other type of transparent liquid), with two 
'2'-shaped Alka-Seltzer tablets being dropped into the water and 
dissolving. First aired 1992. 


A mouse eats all the cheese to reveal a '2' shaped hole as it scutters 
off. First aired 1992. 


A saw cuts a circle around the '2', which causes the 2 to fall, 
accompanied by a falling whistle effect. First aired 1993 and usually 
used as a closing ident from early 1994 . 


A donkey in the field is eating a '2'-shaped carrot by pulling off its tail. 
First aired 1992. 


A '2' slides down the banisters and kicks a circular grip representing a 
"ball" into the fireplace which represents the "goal". First aired 1993. 


A snow version of Football where the '2' slides down the banisters and 
does the ski jump. First aired 1993. 


A giant white '2' is rampaging in New York City which represents Stay 
Puft Marshmallow Man from Ghostbusters. First aired 1994. 


A '2' transports via a Star Trek-like device. First aired 1993. 


Hair Curlers 


Chewing Gum 


Dead Body 


Pancake 


Snowshoes 


Parking Meter 


Snooker Balls 


Trap Door 


Traffic Lights 


A hair-drying machine opens to reveal a '2'-shaped hair curlers in the 
woman's hair. There were three stings and three menu end boards. 
First aired 1992. 


A chewing gum-shaped '2' on the pedestrian road is squashed by a 
man's left foot. First aired 1992. 


A man is showing a dead body of a '2' where has examined by police 
investigators. There were four stings and two menu end boards. First 
aired 1992. 


A frying pan is holding by a cookery man by using to land a '2'- 
shaped pancake on a frying pan, spot on target. First aired 1992. 


A man is using snowshoes to walk like a mountain climber. Both '2'- 
shaped snowshoes are made off footwear to tread the snow during 
winter. First aired 1992. 


A red arrow-shaped '2' suddenly appears above a parking meter after 
two seconds of disappearing the black arrow. There were seven stings 
and three menu end boards. First aired 1992. 


A '2' is made from snooker balls with two variations. First one, a white 
ball hits the 2, then splits apart as the crowd cheers, then a second 
variation, a group of snooker balls forms back into a 2, as the crowd 
gasps in shock. First aired 1992. 


A red '2' with a waiting woman presses a button, activates the trap 
door, send a 2 falling down and pops out of nowhere to see the 
animated hall room with windows, floors and entry door is hiding 
behind the 2. First aired 1992. 


A traffic light stops by red, ready by yellow and now go by green as a 
yellow '2' appears below inside the green light. There were five stings 
and one menu end board. First aired 1992. 


Chimney 
Sweep 


Clown 


Pantomime 
Season 


Spaghetti 


Cows 


Polaroid 


Test Card F 


Dalmatian Dog 


Plummet 


One of two Christmas stings in 1992. The houses are covered in snow 
made of chimneys as the chimney sweep wipes a dirty soot off ina 
puff of smoke to be appeared by a '2'-shaped broomstick. There were 
versions for this sting. Aired in December 1992. 


A clown flies towards the screen, then smiles nicely and winks as the 
'2' on the left eye around the face-paint. First aired 1992. 


Last of two Christmas stings in 1992. A funny old horse costume 
immediately rips them off in both half during the pantomime season 
as the red '2' (complete with white wings) draws the curtains down. 
Aired in December 1992. 


A bowl of 2-shaped spaghetti pieces in a tomato sauce. There were 
five stings and four menu end boards. First aired 1992. 


A couple of cows are mooing in the field, cows are made of black and 
white 2 above the skin. There were four stings and two menu end 
boards. First aired 1992. 


A polaroid camera, printing off a photograph with a 2 on. The colour of 
the 2, and the angle of the camera, were changed from time to time. 
First aired 1992. 


The test card girl, or Carole Hersee replaces Bubbles the Clown with a 
viridian toy shaped in a 2. There were three opening stings and two 
closings. First aired 1992. 


A woman is walking in the park with a Dalmatian dog, both women's 
black tight socks made of white 2-shaped spots and a Dalmatian dog 
with white coat made of black 2-shaped spots albeit with barking Hip 
Hop music sounds. First aired 1992. 


A 2 jumps from the high diving board into a pool of water inside the 
circus tent. First aired 1994. 


Camping 


Ballet 


Animated Film 


Demolition 


Sneeze 


Slinky 


Magnet 


Pump 


Sub 


Ducks 


Also known as 'Rope'. A white 2 cuts the tent supports off from a guy 
rope outside the capri tent area as it zooms close to the 2 after it cuts 
off. First aired 1994. 


A gold 2 dances by spinning a la ballet in a ballet classroom, then 
stops. First aired 1993. 


An ivory 2 in the garden with 14:9 picture comes closer and closer to 
the screen (as the Jaws theme played), then stops. First aired 1993. 


A wrecking ball hits a giant 2 made of rock but cracks on impact. First 
aired 1993. 


A white 2 in the dark attic was dropped by a feather, then sneezes to 
send the 2 flying out of the attic. First aired 1993. 


A Slinky-shaped 2 rolls down some stairs after it presumably 
"sneezes". First aired 1993. 


A 2 magnet gets everything and the camera attached next to it. There 
was a variation with no music at all. First aired 1993. 


An inflatable 2 pumps on a patio inside the greenhouse, accompanied 
by a deep trombone piece. There was a variation where the 2 is 
pumped too big, and the music ends differently. First aired 1993. 


One of three animated shorts featuring a duck 2, who also starred in 
its own ident, the 2 pops up from underneath the bubbles, and like a 
submarine periscope, looks around in different directions, before 
sinking below surface again. First aired 1997. 


A second in this family of shorts. A 2 is crowded by hundreds of rubber 
ducks. First aired 1997. 


Jaws 


Swan Change 
Mind 


Pounce 


Spider's Web 


Harley's Bike 


Corridor 


Eerie 


Newton's 
Cradle 


Modern Art 
Gallery 


A third in this family of shorts. This one features the duck 2 swimming 
through the bubble bath squeaking the theme from Jaws. First aired 
1997. 


This sting is actually the shorter version of the ident. Two little grey 
2s, resembling cygnets, swim passes the clearly bemused swan, then 
third little grey 2 gets timid, then goes right at the wrong way after 
swims away from the swan. First aired 1998. 


A black and white 2 looks like a cat and tries to pounce on a dot. First 
aired 1994. 


A spider makes its web, and the web turns into a 2, at the end it snaps 
(due to the web turning into a 2). First aired 1995. 


A bicycle 2 does a trick, and then rides home. There were two versions 
of the different sky colour for this sting. First aired 1993 and usually 
used as a closing ident in mid-1995. 


An electro-light 2 patrols around the low lit corridors as they go in and 
out of doors, (as the 2 glows rapidly due to flashing dim-litly as it goes 
in and out). First aired 1994. 


A 2 in a dark room, with a door being closed, leaving the 2 in 
darkness. There were three versions in this ident, one with the 
zooming back camera as the door closes and the two swoop down into 
the screen next to the 2 when it closes the door (depends on the 
zooming screen), there were two variations in this ident: Cold for 
suspenseful music and Warm for omnibus music, and that's a total of 
five. First aired 1993. 


A 2 ball is seen in a Newton's Cradle type of toy against a black 
background. There was a menu end board. First aired 1994. 


A multi-coloured 2 in the artroom splits into 4 
different perspectives blocks; Blue sky, Cobalt plastic, Teal stone & 


Dancing 


Cuckoo Clock 


Milk 


Shoal 


Woodpecker 


Bowling Alley 


Lurve 


Periscope 


Red bricks, by reverting and forth a la Channel 4's 3D idents from a 
right slanted camera zooming on an angle. There were two versions in 
this one. First aired 1993. 


A 2 does a dance on TV by another 2 in a hot red room. First aired 
1993. 


A naughty yellow cuckoo 2 leaps out of a clock, and tries to hits the 
camera as they zoom back before goes back to a clock again. There 
were three cuckoo sounds that used in random with this one. First 
aired 1993. 


A milk bottle-shaped 2 becomes fat in a fridge-freezer after drinking 
too much juice and falls down due to its weight. First aired 1995. 


Lots of fishes form a 2 before swimming off. First aired 1994. 


Like Swan Change Mind, this sting is actually the shorter version of the 
ident. This sting depicts one metal pole, of varying distance, against 
an orange background instead of five, three viridian 2s flickers one at 
a time by drilling like mechanical woodpeckers. First aired 2000. 


A bowling game, showing a 2 as the only pin not knocked down. A ball 
is rolled to try to knock the 2 over, but the 2 jumps into the air, 
making the ball fall down. There were two stings and three menu end 
boards. First aired 1994. 


A 2 jumps to a TV and kisses the screen, then let go to stand and 
watch. First aired 1993. 


A giant 2 gets smaller one at top which that one gets a 2 which gets a 
2 with a robotic camera. There were two sounds that used in random 
with this one. First aired 1993. 


Trailblazer 


Seeing Stars 


Vacuum Pack 


Velcro 


Whirlwind 


Behind the 
Telly 


Spinning Plates 


(Springwatch) 
Butterfly 


(Springwatch) 
Caterpillar 


(Autumnwatch) 
Flock of 
Pigeons 


A silver 2 walks down a road then speeds off with a trail of blaze. First 
aired 1994. 


A white 2 in a colourful padded cube jumps around and crashes into 
the screen and gets dizzy. First aired 1995. 


Also known as 'Tin Foil’. A layers of tin foil looks like vacuum pack 
overlap and a fourth and final one create a 2 shape which causes the 
machine producing the tin foil to malfunction. First aired 1995. 


Also known as ‘Sticky Pad’. An orange 2 made out of Velcro in a 
viridian room tries to get out. First aired 1993. 


A 2 spins around the glass objects, stops then hits a glass object to 
making it spin again. First aired 1996. 


A 2 is kissing on the TV, then jumps out of a pile of videos, as another 
2 plays hide and seek, then a 2 running and pants around the TV and 
jumps up to give it a squeak and down again. First aired 1993. 


A group of plates spinning in a 2 shape while a man tries to balance 
them. First aired 1996. 


A butterfly emerges from its cocoon, then flutters around the tree as 
the butterfly sprouts it's 2-shaped wings, then lands carefully on the 
perch of the tree. First aired 2015. 


A green caterpillar-shaped 2 on the log stands beside a flower that 
sneezes, then it feels runny from its nose (due to its natural allergic to 
hay fever). First aired 2015. 


Lots of flying pigeons outside the cliffs of Scotland that forms a 2 
before flies off. First aired 2015. 


In this special sting, a yellow sports car, often called Ford Mustang on 
the road as Chris Harris uses the wheels to rev up, start the engine 
(Top Gear) and drives off as the billows of grey smoke forms a 2 who is now made 
Grey Smoke of grey smoke, inhales deeply then zooms off with a blaze of speed, 
#TopGear in a white letters also already appears on the bottom left 
corner of the screen. First aired 2016. 


Sitcom Season | First aired 2016. 


The Fall First aired 2016. 
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The Christmas ident from 2002 


The BBC Two Personality idents were a set of idents used on BBC Two from 19 
November 2001 until 18 February 2007. The idents were produced by the Lambie- 
Nairn branding agency, who had created the previous look. The idents feature an ivory 
sans serif white '2' in a yellow environment and performing a variety of tasks, anda 
purple boxed BBC Two logo. 


Conception[edit] 


Since 1997, BBC Two was beginning to change its programming style. The channel was 
becoming less factual and more light hearted. This problem had already been posed to 
the last ident package, and they had responded by adding some newer lighter hearted 
idents, such as 'Duck', 'Swan' and ‘Zapper’. However, by 2001, the channel was 
becoming even more entertainment based, and the old idents were no longer 
appropriate. A thorough re-brand was needed, and one that would equal the popularity 
gained by their predecessors and be light-hearted in face of this new programming. This 
task was set to Martin Lambie-Nairn, who set out by continuing a theme began in the 
previous set: that of making the '2' a person. 


At the same time, the BBC Two programme controller changed and the BBC Two 
channel was directed differently; it wanted to broaden its audience, it wanted to be 
much lighter and so the identity we had produced for it before became completely 
wrong. It was based in the art world, if you like, and so we made the 2 into a character. 


— Martin Lambie-Nairn™ 


Another new part of the presentation was the logo for the channel, as the simple "BBC 
TWO" logo that had been used previously would not be accompanying the channel 


following the rebrand. The solution was putting the logo in a box, with the BBC stacked 
on top of the TWO. 


After this was running for about four or five years, we then had some new programme 
controllers come in, and they were not at all sympathetic of having the system 'BBC' 
and then their brand after, same as their colleagues next door. They wanted a logo 

like propertelevision channels and proper companies ... we were then called back in, 
and they said we want a logo. They quite simply said you do it or we get someone else 
to do it. So | said | would do it, in case someone does something horrid, and so | just put 
them in a box. 


— Martin Lambie-Nairn™ 


Idents[edit] 


The idents were produced entirely on computer and featured a constant ivory '2' ona 
yellow background. This aspect never varied in the majority of their usage. Also 
accompanying the new look was a new style of logo for the BBC, that of a box. This new 
style was a variation of a logo but still retaining an overall look. The box was purple in 
colour and was always located in the bottom right corner of idents and presentation. 


A notable occlusion of the look was that of the clock. When the channel rebranded, no 

clock design was made for the look. Idents continued the use of the 'Subtitles' DOG in 

the top right corner from the last look, but also included the BBC Two website URL as a 
DOG in the top left corner which was removed in 2004. 


Title Air dates Description 


Fish features an ivory 2 first rising off the floor before fish 
entering on screen from the right. The 2 then blows bubbles 


aa to scare the fish away, before the fish return to investigate 
November ' ; TR ; 
Fish 2001-18 this strange intruder. This ident was the first to be shown at 
ry 07:00. The ident was later revised after two months to swap 
2007 y the 2 over, who had previously been back to front during the 
idents. The music was generic with sound effects of bubbles 
when the fish swam away. 
Bounce was the most generic used of the set. It featured a 2 
19 ; ; 
bouncing around the screen and in and out of the top. It 
November : 
bounced at different angles to a soundtrack with a low note 
Bounce 2001 - 18 ' ore : 
on each bounce. Stills of this ident were used for slides, such 
February : i mete ; 
as breakdown slides and slides containing information for the 
2007 : 
BBC Action Line. 
Logo 19 The 2 stands vigil at the top of the screen surveying the 


November landscape before noticing that the BBC Two logo isn't there, 


Domino 


Bounce 
Sombre 


Screen 
Clean 


Drip 


Invisible 
Walls 


2001 - 18 
February 
2007 


19 
November 
2001 - 18 
February 
2007 


28 January 
2002 - 18 
February 
2007 


7 February 
2002 - 18 
February 
2007 


15 March 
2002 - 18 
February 
2007 


9 May 2002 
-18 
February 
2007 


instead being occupied by a white square. The helpful 2 then 
moves over, and uses its mechanical arms to lift and flip over 
the BBC Two logo, before retreating to the top of the screen. 
On the launch of BBC Three or Four, it rotates to the BBC 
Three (or Four) logo. 


A huge line of 2s are lined up like dominoes waiting for the 2 
on the end to fall, setting off the chain. An instructor 2 blows 
his whistle: the end 2 wobbles, but falls the wrong way, 
leaving his fellow 2s stranded and the instructor infuriated. 


This ident, introduced in late January 2002, used the same 
graphics as Bounce but had a modified soundtrack made of 
base string instruments with bass drums used when a '2' 
bounced. This ident was introduced to introduce serious 
programming, such as Newsnight, following complaints by 
announcers concerning the lack of an appropriate ident. 


A dirty black spot has appeared in the middle of the screen. 
The 2 notices it, and goes to clean it, by breathing on it and 
then rubbing it off with his hand, before returning to his 
position. 


The 2 gets dripped on by water droplets, and wherever he 
moves around the screen, the droplets always fall on him. 
The soundtrack that accompanied the music was a short, 
snappy techno variation of the jingle, with no soundtrack 
while the 2 is being dripped on. A loud dripping noise is heard 
each time the 2 is hit. 


A 2 glides around the screen, going from left to right and 
disappearing behind invisible walls, only to reappear at a 
different point on the screen. The soundtrack is a minimal 
version of the jingle with surreal overtones when a 2 passes 
an invisible barrier. This ident was another used to introduce 
serious programming and gave more variety to said 
programmes. 


Formation 


Remote 
Control 


Drum 


Paintbrus 
h 


Sticky 
Label 


The Big 


27 June 
2002 - 18 
February 
2007 


28 June 
2002 - 18 
February 
2007 


3 August 

2002 - 18 
February 

2007 


28 October 
2002 - 18 
February 
2007 


11 March 
2003 - 18 
February 
2007 


29 March 


A 2 slides onto a structure similar in concept to a see-saw. 
Another 2 then jumps on the other end propelling the 2 atop 
of a stack of eight 2s all balancing on a ball. The soundtrack is 
a comical, circus themed version of the jingle. It was used 
mainly for comedy programmes and introduction 

into CBBC and CBeebies children's strands. 


A 2 comes along to find a remote control device on the floor. 
Upon picking it up and shaking it, he moves it, to find he 
controls himself. He reverses quickly, does a spin before 
crashing into the screen, causing the screen and BBC Two 
logo to get knocked, and the remote control aerial to get 
bent. The soundtrack was a techno rendition of the jingle. The 
knocked effect to the BBC Two logo was removed in 2004, 
when the URL was removed. 


A 2 bounces up and down, as if on the skin of a drum, in time 
to the music: a reggae rendition of the jingle. During this, the 
2 falls onto its side and upside down. This ident was created 
to introduce a season of programmes entitled "Jamaica 40". 


The 2 notices a brush sticking out from the BBC Two logo. The 
ever curious 2 picks up the brush, and paints a stylised '2' on 
the screen in the same purple as the logo. He then adds a dot 
in the 2 and a dot on the other side before drawing a line 
underneath the bottom, similar to a mouth, and another 
above a dot to create a face. He stands back to admire his 
work. 


A 2 notices that the logo is located in the centre of the screen 
at a slanted angle, as opposed to its normal bottom right 
position. The 2 then peels off the logo and sticks it back in its 
corner. However the logo is stuck to his fingers and he can't 
peel it off. He tries flicking it off only to have it get stuck on 
his shoulder where he can't see or get to it. The ident was 
accompanied by a twanging soundtrack and version of the 
jingle. 


Half a dozen 2s are sat reading books gently and in time with 


Read 


Fire 


The Big 
Read 
Crowd 


Morris 
Dancers 


Frosty 


Venus Fly 


2003 - 18 
February 
2007 


30 June 
2003 - 18 
February 
2007 


20 October 
2003 - 18 
February 
2007 


1 May 2005 
-18 
February 
2007 


10 February 
2006 - 18 
February 
2007 


22 May 


each other. However, one of the 2s, who is eager to learn the 
plot, flicks through in a hurry to the end and then laughs 
softly. The other 2s then follow, and too laugh at the 
outcome. The ident is accompanied by a gentle flute version 
of the jingle and was used to introduce BBC Two's The Big 
Read. 


A 2 moves into centre screen before sprouting a flame 
thrower. The background goes a dark yellow as it starts 
spraying fire everywhere as it reverses, going round in circles 
and jumping spraying fire in bursts. It stops and retracts the 
flamethrower, but only when it sets the BBC Two logo on fire. 
The background and 2 return to normal as the logo continues 
to burn. 


A variation on The Big Read: instead of six 2s, there is now a 
whole screen full all reading. However, the centre 2 can't help 
but flicking quickly to the back, sparking off the rest of them. 
Used primarily for The Big Read. Although this ident remained 
in circulation after their introduction, it was rarely seen. 


A 2 playing an accordion pans out to reveal six other 2s, 
complete with handkerchiefs, partaking in Morris Dancing. 
They continue to weave amongst one another and wave their 
handkerchiefs until the ident end. The soundtrack features 
the jingle before a morris style tune with electric guitar at the 
end kicks in. This was the final ident to be added to the 
regular roster before the entire set was revamped in 2007 
(not counting the Frosty and Venus Fly Trap idents as they 
were both originally part of the 1991-2001 set). 


Used to introduce coverage of the Winter Olympics 2006, this 
ident featured a huge ice '2' with small white 2s skating on 
top of and falling off of said 2, against a blue background. 
This ident is not new, but in fact the BBC Two Christmas ident 
from 2000, albeit with the new logo. Following the games, the 
ident was retained and regularly used, for sporting events. 


Venus Fly Trap begins centred on a '2'-shaped butterfly sitting 


within a jungle environment. The camera then zooms out, and 
the '2' is gobbled up by a larger '2' in the form of a Venus 
flytrap. The audio starts off quiet and gentle, but then builds 

2006 - 18 to a crescendo as the butterfly '2' gets swallowed, before 

Trap February returning to quietude. This ident was part of the 1991-2001 

2007 ident set, named Predator, but was revived, albeit with the 
new logo. It was added to introduce the RHS Chelsea Flower 
Show, but was retained for programmes like Gardeners’ 
World. 


21(3114 


Special/edit] 


BBC Two, for the first time, decided to reuse some of their previous Christmas idents in 
the years during this era, instead of a new, annual ident. The Christmas idents are as 
follows: 


e Christmas 2001 - The 2 holds out his hands, produces a fairy which then zooms up 
and forms a Christmas tree from her trail. This ident was reused during December 
2015 as part of that year's Christmas presentation, but with the soundtrack replaced 
with a choir repeatedly chanting the "two" to the melody of Ding Dong Merrily on 
High. This ident was reused during December 2016. 

e Christmas 2002 - A 2 moves left in the screen, and as the camera pans round, we 
see a snow-covered floor. The 2 then makes a snow 2, complete with sticks for 
arms. This ident was used in conjunction with the Christmas 2001 version. This ident 
was also used outside of Christmas during spells of snowy weather. This ident was 
reinstated during December 2015 as part of that year's Christmas presentation, but 
with the soundtrack replaced with a choir repeatedly singing "two" to the tune 
of Deck the Halls. This ident was reused during December 2016. 

e Christmas 2003 - The 2 is trapped in an ice cube that slides around all over the 
place. This ident was used in conjunction with the Christmas 2001 version and the 
Christmas 2002 version. This ident was also used outside of Christmas during spells 
of hot weather. 

e Christmas 2004 - The idents from Christmas 2001, 2002, and 2003 were reused. 

e Christmas 2005 - The 2 is formed out of stars with light trails zooming around the 
screen against a dark yellow/black background. Variations included one of the stars 
hitting the screen and the trails tying themselves up in knots. No previous idents 
were used. This was the final Christmas ident produced during this period. 

e Christmas 2006 - The 2005 Christmas ident was reused.” 


Near the end of the period, special idents were used to introduce special programmes. 


e As part of BBC Two's Pedigree Comedy strand, three new idents featuring the 
fluffy 2 from 1993 interacting with other dogs were used. The fluffy dog also 
appeared in promotions. 

e A special ident to introduce The Armstrongs featured a leather style 2 being looked 
after by the title characters. 


e Aseries on homes produced 2s in two very distinct living rooms - one was a stately 
home with huge amounts of decoration with a decorated porcelain 2 on a pedestal, 
another a dark blue and green nature inspired room, with the 2 as an outline on the 
wall.2! 

e Another special ident to introduce Kath & Kim featured a yellow fluffy 2 on the 
brown desk whilst Kath and Kim discusses this thing before the show starts.” 

e For BBC Two's 40th anniversary in 2004, a number of idents were altered so that the 
logo rotated to display '40 Years’. The Invisible Walls ident was also altered, so that 
as the 2 passed between the walls, previous BBC Two idents were projected onto 
the 2 (the Cube, the TWO, etc.).2 

e The 2004 40th Anniversary ident was then remade for use on BBC Two Northern 
Ireland in 2014 as part of its "Afternoon Classics" block. 

e In 2003, BBC Two was made channel of the year. In response, a number of the 
idents were altered so after a few seconds, the BBC Two logo would rotate to display 
‘Channel of the Year’. 

e Four Northern Ireland-only idents were created. In one, which debuted in February 
2002, the 2 snaps its fingers and creates the Giant's Causeway. The ident was 
edited before its first transmission due to how the tall height of the columns, the 
overuse of the "shaky-cam" effect, and the smoke were too evocative of 
the September 11 terrorist attacks. The original version was broadcast in October 
2014, when BBC Northern Ireland celebrated 90 years of coverage with special 
idents. In another, the 2 forms a camera from its 'beak' and takes a photograph of 
the large fish sculpture located on the banks of the Lagan at Donegall Quay, Belfast. 
1 A similar variant of this ident was produced, showing the 2 taking a picture of 
the Slemish landscape, but never aired. The last ident features the 2 at a table with 
an Ulster Fry but rather than eating the dish it eats a shaker. 


Another special ident was created in 2002, following the launch of BBC Four. This 
special variation of Logo involved the 2 rotating the box to display 'BBC Two’ as normal, 
before rotating it again to display the BBC Four black box logo. This was used before the 
"BBC Four on BBC Two" strand. Two other variants were also produced of the ident. One 
included the BBC Three logo for their programming displayed on the channel, but this 
was rarely used because BBC One repeated a lot of BBC Three's programming (the only 
known time this was used, was to introduce a simulcast of the first two hours of the 
launch) and the other had the BBC Three/Four logo replaced with the BBC 2W logo, 
which was shown in Wales only. 


Criticisms|edit] 


The package has been praised for its creativity, but ultimately largely seen as inferior to 
its predecessors, mainly for a number of issues. The first of this was the fact that there 
is significantly less choice. At the time of the launch of the last look had 11 launch 
idents, as compared to four launch idents with the personality 2s. This was especially 
noticed by the announcers, and the network director apparently complained to anyone 
who would listen about the lack of choice.“ In addition to this, the similarities in style 
between each ident resulted in them becoming monotonous over time. 


A common criticism of the look was the lack of an appropriate ident to introduce serious 
programming or news items. The /nvisible Walls and Bounce Sombre idents went some 
way towards rectifying this, however the bright yellow colour scheme diminished the 
effect of any serious outlook it was trying to convey. 22 


Another common criticism of BBC Two itself is that, following the launch of BBC Four, 
BBC Two had been transferring arts and serious programming to the new channel which 
many viewers were unable to receive. This was rectified in the BBC Four on BBC Two 
strand, and to mark this distinction, a special ident was made.2! This problem was 
eventually solved completely with the advent of digital switchover. 


See also[edit] 


HIESBBC portal 


e BBC Two '1991-2001' idents 

e BBC Two 'Window on the World' idents 
e BBC One 'Balloon' idents 

e BBC One 'Rhythm & Movement! idents 


e History of BBC television idents 
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BBC Two 'Window on the World' idents 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


The Seascape ident of the Window on the World ident package 


The Window on the World idents were a set of idents used by BBC Two from 18 
February 2007 until late 2014. They were created by Abbott Mead Vickers BBDO and 
produced by Red Bee Media. The idents featured a number 2 cut out of, or made out of 
parts of the everyday environment. 


Conception/[edit] 


By 2007 BBC Two needed a thorough rebrand as the previous idents were starting to 
lose their purpose. A new set of idents was therefore commissioned by advertising 
agency Abbott Mead Vickers BBDO, and was produced by Red Bee Media, who made the 
then current idents for BBC One. The new design needed to work, both on television, 
but also online, as a website and as live streaming feed. The two companies 
collaborated in all aspects of the process and both contributed people to the process. 
Paul Brazier, Creative director at AMV and Andy Bryant, Director of Creative at Red Bee 
Media both were involved in the project, as were Rob Oliver (Art Director, AMV), Chris 
Bardsley (Writer, AMV), John Golley (Producer, RBM), Joanna Bailey, Michael Geoghegan, 
Marky, lan Cross and Stuart Hilton (directors FAQ at Picasso Pictures). On screen 
presentation was by Paul Mitchell (Chief Designer, RBM) and produced by Lisa Rathband 


(RBM) with music by Vince Pope from Beetroot and animation was by Picasso Pictures.! 
[213] 


Our famous 2 is one of the most recognisable and durable brand images in British 
media, and this latest evolution takes it into fresh and exciting territory. These new 
idents embody all of BBC Two's distinctive humour, creativity, playfulness and surprise - 
and they're also beautifully-executed pieces of film-making in their own right. 


— Roly Keating, Controller of BBC Two"! 


The 2007 design had to compare well with its predecessors, and still had to 
represent BBC Two's programming character and to be an effective promotion of the 
channel. 


AMV has delivered a really clear, simple creative idea with endless possibilities. It 
expertly captures both the channel's brand values and its personality in a wide range of 
scenarios that reveal gripping, exciting and exhilarating situations. We were keen to 
keep the clever, witty and mischievous personality of the 2 but move it into a whole 
new space. The new channel identity reflects the way that the brand has evolved over 
the last five years. It has been skilfully brought to life by Red Bee, which has produced 
the idents and the complementary on-screen presentation system. 


— James Pestell, Head of Marketing, BBC Two”! 


The new idents featured a numeral '2' that was slightly different from that used by the 
channel since 2001, despite assurances by James Pestell that the distinctive '2' would 
stay. The difference is seen as negligible by some, and absolute sacrilege by others.4 


Components of look[edit] 


The idents all featured a numeral 2, with a view or scape behind it, as viewers looked 
through the 2. The new look also featured a new design of BBC Two logo. The previously 
purple box has now been turned a deep shade of aqua, very similar to the viridian used 
by the 1991 idents. The text has also been changed, with the 'TWO' font being changed 
to Avenir, from Gill Sans previously. This box was placed to the left of the 2 numeral, 
opposite to where it was in the previous look, and faded in at the end of the ident. 

41 Once again, no clock accompanied the look, and appears to have been abandoned by 
the BBC. Promotions began with clips of the programme, before the clips were 
encompassed inside a 2, as it moved back to the endslide, featuring programme name 
and BBC Two box logo on the left with a full size 2 on the right through which the clips 
can still be seen. This theme also existed with the breakdown slide, with clips being 
used from the Seascape ident. Programme stills also still existed, despite being 
restricted to the schools programming on early mornings, and featured an enlarged 
middle section of '2' with the top and bottom not visible, off screen, with the 
programme picture in this large 2 shape. 


Refresh[edit] 


The Window on the World idents have had three branding refreshes: October 2008, June 
2009 and March 2013. 


October 2008 (edit) 


The October 2008 refresh was not openly marketed and was unnoticed, except for 
those eagle eyed few. The refresh would have seen a number of the idents dropped, 
and the BBC Two logo dropped in favour of the BBC logo in the bottom right corner of 
the 2. The look was launched on 1 October 2008, and was only seen twice: Sunroof at 
6 am that day, and Seascape later that evening prior to night time programming at 
12.50 on 2 October 2008. This new refresh was stopped for internal reasons, and the 
BBC has never explained this. 


June 2009 (edit) 


The June refresh was by far more successful than the last. This refresh resulted in a 
number of the idents being dropped and a new style for continuity adopted. The new 
promotion style involved the endboard design being changed to a large 2, tilted at an 
angle and filling the left half of the screen with programme information and BBC Two 
logo on the right of the screen. The most striking thing about these endboards was the 
bright colour palette used. The end boards could be any colour of the spectrum, 
however are generally bright fluorescent colours with some programming featuring dark 
grey endboards. Now and next boards also featured the new style, but using mainly, the 
same blue as the box logo, and featuring videos from the idents in the slanted 2. This 
colour was also the main colour used by nations and regions. The breakdown slide was 
also modified (albeit with apparent haste) to the new style and programme slides were 
also transferred with both featuring the deep blue of the logo as the only variant.” 


The idents themselves were also changed, with some dropped (namely ones where the 
'2' did not stay intact and full on screen), and the remaining idents altered so that the 
BBC Two logo was transferred to the right of the 2, and was present at the beginning of 
the ident, but faded out before the end.4 


March 2013 {edit} 


A second refresh took place to coincide with the launch of BBC Two HD, replacing the 
BBC HD channel. All idents were updated with new soundtracks, with some even having 
two or three different versions. Three of the idents (Mirror, Seascape and Tent) feature 
songs from alt-J. Many also lost the sound effects which went along with them. The 
"Window on the World" idents were phased out during late 2014 following the return of 
the 1990s idents in July that year. 


Idents[edit] 
Regular[edit] 


Title Air dates Description 


A paper with a 2 cut out is held over a cup, while chocolate 
pieces are sprinkled on top. The paper is then removed, so 


18 we can see, albeit through the stencil, that there is now a 
February chocolate 2 atop a cappuccino. 
Cappuccino 2007 - 17 


June 2009 | There were two variants to this ident. The formup is the 
same, but in one the 2 is disturbed by the drinker dropping in 
two sugar cubes, and the other by the drinker scooping the 
froth off of the top. 


Chase 18 A man is being chased through some woods by a number of 
February men with dogs. He looks around and hides in a various places 
2007-17 | involving 2's. There are five variations of this ident. The first, 
June 2009 | we see the man falling just site of a rock with a 2 in it. He 

then gets up and runs off to the right of the 2 and out of 
sight. Viewers then see the man chasing him run by, and as 
the camera moves, we see the man hiding behind the tree. 
Another involves a wood with a 2 hole in it. The man chased 
flees up underneath this 2, jumping on top and hiding out of 
site from below. A third involves the man diving down a 2 
shaped hole in rock shelf and hiding as we see has captors 
continue by jumping over the hole. He then emerges to run 
back again. The fourth involves the man hiding behind a rock 
with a small 2 cut in the top, allowing us to see his captors 
getting ever closer. The last is shot in daytime and features 
our man running towards the 2 cut in the rock, running 
through it and turning away as his pursuers follow. 


Mirror 


Seascape 


Sunroof 


Tent 


18 
February 
2007 - late 
2014 

18 
February 
2007 - late 
2014 

18 
February 
2007 - late 
2014 

18 
February 
2007 - late 
2014 


The soundtrack in all is the same beat on drums, similar to 
bongo drums. 


A drop slides down a mirror in the shape of a 2, and as the 
camera pans out we can see that the mirror is attached to 
the side of a car as it moves at speed down highways 
unknown. Originally there were two versions of this, both 
featuring different road scenes and different soundtracks. 
The original version features a slow piano piece and is used 
to link into serious programming. The other is a more light 
hearted, up beat version. The soundtrack since the 2013 
refresh is "Fitzpleasure" by alt-J. It was retired on 13 
November 2014 following the return of the 1990s idents. 


During the June 2009 refresh, this ident is the only one, 
where the logo fades in at the end. 


A shot of the sea than pans back, through a large 2 shaped 
hole in the sea defences, with the sea breaking all around the 
hole. After the 2013 refresh, there were two variants 

of Seascape, both featuring different soundtracks. The 
soundtrack of one variant was "Intro" by alt-J.& Used to 
introduce news programs. This ident, along with the other 
idents in the package, was phased out during late 2014. 


A shot of the leaves on a tree through a seemingly ordinary 
sunroof. The camera rotates round as the roof opens to 
reveal the sun roof is in fact a lot larger, and is the shape of a 
2. An alternative version was produced to promote Wonders 
of the Solar System, in which the view through the sunroof is 
of a starry night sky. This variant was sometimes used for 
programmes with a space or specifically nighttime theme. 
This ident, along with the other idents in the package, was 
phased out during late 2014. 


A zip on yellow fabric is followed as it unzips a large 2 shaped 
door to a tent, revealing a scene outside. There are three 
versions of this ident, all having different scenery. The first is 
of a polar landscape, and our owner is wearing large thick 
furs and coats. Another features a beach in the sunset with 
some friends sitting around a campfire. The final one looks 
out onto a festival, with tents as far as the eye can see. The 
soundtrack is different with each version: the beach version 
had a guitar version, the festival version featuring an electric 
guitar version with a high tempo and friendly feel, with the 
polar version of a slow tempo version, similar to the festival. 


Zoetrope 


Tagging - 
Football 


Tagging - 
Policeman 


Tagging - 
Gallery 


Tagging - 
Skate 


1)[31[61[71[81[91[10 


18 
February 
2007 - late 
2014 


18 March 
2007 - 26 
March 
2013 


18 
February 
2007 = 17 
June 2009 


18 
February 
2007 = 17 
June 2009 


18 
February 
2007 - 17 
June 2009 


Special[edit] 


As well as this set of idents, some special ones were made for Christmas and for other 
programmes. The Christmas idents are below: 


A fourth version showed a starry night sky through the 
opening and was used for space or night-themed 
programming. The soundtrack on the Explorer variant, after 
the 2013 refresh, was "Something Good" by alt-J. 

51 The Festival variant was withdrawn during the March 2013 
refresh. This ident, along with the other idents in the 
package, was phased out during late 2014. 


A futuristic city scape of flying cars and high glass buildings 
pans out to reveal, it is a Zoetrope, with 2's on the outside 
edge that you look through. A short clip was used as the 
opening sting on BBC iPlayer from launch until late 2014, 
where it was phased out along with the other idents in the 
package. 


The tagging idents are some of the most controversial in the 
station's history. A somewhat juddery look through a stencil 
as a man runs up on a football ground, sprays a 2 on a 
football in pink spray paint before panning up to see the 
angry players chasing the person off the screen. 


Similar to the football tagging ident, a man with stencil runs 
up behind a policeman dealing with some disturbance and 
sprays a black 2 stencil on his back, before running back 
across the road. 


Similar to those above, a man with a stencil, first checks to 
see that the Gallery attendant isn't watching, before spraying 
a fluorescent green 2 on the wall in an Art Gallery. The 
attendant notices and the man is chased out the building. 


Once again similar to the last few, now in a skate park, 
dodging a number of youths on skateboards. A 2 is added to 
an already heavily graffitied wall. 


e Christmas 2007 - A magic sprite and a paper origami theme here. A blue sprite 
runs around white and light brown papers depicting trees, animals and other festive 


creatures. There were two variations, both on the same theme, these aired for the 
last time for Christmas 2010.4 

e Christmas 2008 - The ident from the previous year was used.” 

e Christmas 2009 - The ident from the previous year was used, albeit with the logo 
on the right. 

e Christmas 2010 - The ident from the previous year was used.” 

e Christmas 2011 - A new ident debuted, in four variations: Snowman, Inventor 
Lady, Moon/Sun and Turkey For example, in Moon/Sun a model moon appears 
with a sun emerging from it. In all versions, the camera moves down, revealing a 
village which, as the camera pans out reveals the village being a giant (if slightly 
deformed) 2. The logo appears at the end in a white box. There were four variations 
based on this theme which were used initially until Christmas 2014 before returning 
for Christmas 2017.4 

e Christmas 2012 - The idents from the previous year were used. 

e Christmas 2013 - The idents from 2011 were used, like the previous year. 

e Christmas 2014 - The idents from the previous year was used despite the main 
package having been phased out earlier that year. 

e Christmas 2015 - The ident from the previous year was used, albeit with the 
soundtrack replaced by carolers singing the word "two" over and over again to the 
tune of "Carol of the Bells". Only one variant, Turkey, was used. The 2000, 2001 and 
2002 idents were also used, again with the soundtrack replaced by carolers singing 
"two" to "Jingle Bells", "Ding Dong Merrily on High" and "Deck the Halls" 
respectively. 

e Christmas 2016 - The idents from the previous year were used, albeit with new 
soundtracks of soundalikes singing various carols, this time with words intact. 

e Christmas 2017 - The idents from Christmas 2011 were used, albeit with the 
soundtrack heard the previous year. 


Some specific programme idents are shown below, some of which didn't have the logo 
in them: 


e Heroes -A 2 with backlighting similar to the eclipse in the show. 

e The Restaurant - A white porcelain 2 on a sideboard which has food thrown at it. 

e Thursdays Are Funny - A comedy strand involving a 2 made up of white and 
orange lines on a black background. There are a number of variants on the same 
theme. 

e Electric Proms 2007 - A number of neon style lines at the bottom of the screen 
that bend to form a 2. 

e Electric Proms 2008 - A 2 made out of bended neon style lines. 

e Torchwood -The ident begins with Zoetrope or Tent Arctic, but while it pans out, 
the screen loses signal, which is replaced with the Torchwood logo and scenes from 
the series. 

e White Season - A black screen with white writing, scratches and other marks, pans 
out to form a 2. 

e Back to Nature - A 2 cut out of a log of wood is seen in a number of different 
scenes including a river, clearing and waterfall. 

e Titanic - A man can be seen working on the Titanic, as the camera zooms out 
through a 2-shaped hole. This ident was only used in Northern Ireland and was used 
mostly for rugby matches. This ident was retired on 13 November 2014 due to the 
resurrection of the 1990s idents. The ident reused music from Copper Cutout ident 
from the 1990s, with the end of the ident being a nod to the aforementioned ident. 


e Winter Olympics 2014 - Similar to the Tents idents, this one opens up to a wintry 
background through the 2-shaped opening. First aired on 6 February 2014 just 
before the live coverage of the Opening ceremony and last aired just before the 
closing ceremony. 

e 50 Years - A set of idents to commemorate the 50th birthday of BBC Two. In Cake, 
the 2 scrapes bits off a birthday cake off, and in Memories, to 'Spring’ 
from Vivaldi's The Four Seasons, the 2, via a sneeze, blows a selection of photos 


from various shows throughout the channel's history off the wall. Other idents show 


the 2 singing (actually a rubber duck's squeak) It Takes Two and | Will Survive. 
Various 2s from previous idents (the English 2 teapot, the Predator 2, the 
porcelain homes 2 and the Armstrongs 2, as well as a leafy 2 possibly referencing 
the Garden ident) also appear."4 The channel logo presents itself as a 3D cube, one 


side having "50 YEARS" written on it. Various idents from the 1991-2001 set are also 


shown, updated to include the special cube logo. 


Criticisms|edit] 


There have been a few criticisms of the look. The tagging idents have been some of the 


most controversial in the channel's history. The juddery camera work and shoddy 
appearance made it appear as though it was shot on a camcorder and done by an 
amateur. These idents were all dropped, except Football that remained in use until the 
2013 refresh. 


Another controversial issue is that of the 2009 redesigned endboards. Their basic design 


itself is not criticised, but the main cause of concern is the highly colourful appearance. 
The colours are highly fluorescent with few programmes using darker colours. The light 
colours are widely used, regardless of programme, which means promotions 

for Newsnight may be in bright yellow. This lack of concern for colour has caused 
outrage at the inappropriate nature of some of the colours. 


See also[edit] 
EIISBBC portal 
e BBC Two 'Personality' idents 


e BBC One 'Circle' idents 
e History of BBC television idents 
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BBC Two 'Curve' idents 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


The first ident Fee/ Good features the curve "2" made of blobs, and is the first ident to use the 
boxless logo since 2001. 


The BBC Two 'Curve' idents have been broadcast since 27 September 2018 on BBC 
Two in the United Kingdom. The identity was co-developed by BBC Creative and 
branding agency Superunion, and consists of various animations based around a curve 
motif resembling a '2' in the centre.™ The initial set of idents consists of sixteen 
sequences, created by various animators from around the world, including Aardman 
Animations and The Mill. Some aspects of the idents feel like modern, spiritual 
successors to their 90s counterparts.” 


Idents[edit] 
Regular[edit] 


Title Air date Description 


Feel Good 


Captivating 


Escapist 


Authoritativ 
e 


Reflective 


Mind- 
Bending 


Wonder 


27 
September 
2018 - 
present 


27 
September 
2018 - 
present 


27 
September 
2018 - 
present 


27 
September 
2018 - 
present 


27 
September 
2018 - 
present 


27 
September 
2018 - 
present 


27 
September 


A bunch of multicoloured blobs float around the screen, and 
then stick together forming the 2 curve and resembling 
sounds of balloons. This was the first ident of the new look 
to be used at 6:00am on 27 September 2018. This ident is 
mainly used to introduce a wide variety of programmes. 


Various paper ribbons move about on screen to form the 2 
curve. Often used to introduce a wide variety of 
programmes. 


Rippling purple and orange looking like canyon walls make 
2 curve, possibly inspired by Silk from the 1991 set. Often 
used to introduce a wide variety of programmes. 


Authoritative is the most generic used of the set. Piles of 
paper wave around forming the 2 curve, possibly inspired 
by Paper Cut-Out from the 1991 set. Stills of this ident were 
used for slides, such as breakdown slides and slides 
containing information for the BBC Action Line. Used to 
introduce serious programming and the BBC News. 


Sheets of paper turn over between the curve 2, inspired 

by Diary from the 1991 set. This is the second generic ident 
of the set. Primarily used for serious programming and the 
BBC News. 


White and grey lines overlapping and forming the 2 curve, 
possibly inspired by Optics from the 1991 set. This is the 
third generic ident of the set. Used for serious 
programming and the BBC News. 


Green and blue seabed/sea surface split in half by the 2 
curve, inspired by Water (or Water Reflection) from the 


Celebratory 


Revelatory 


Offbeat 


Thought- 
Provoking 


Visceral 


2018 - 
present 


27 
September 
2018 - 
present 


27. 
September 
2018 - 
present 


27 
September 
2018 - 
present 


28 
September 
2018 - 
present 


28 
September 
2018 - 
present 


1991 set. Often used to introduce natural history 
programmes. 


A multicoloured firework theme makes up the sides of the 2 
curve, inspired by Firecracker from the 1991 set. Often 
used for entertainment, sport and music programming. 


A ribbon made of metal (resembling a slinky) moves about 
on screen to form the 2 curve, possibly inspired by the 
1993 Slinky sting from the 1991 set. Often used to 
introduce a wide array of programmes, along with BBC- 
News. 


An orange fluffy creature moves about the screen and 
stops forming the 2 curve, inspired by Dog from the 1991 
set. Primarily used to introduce a wide array of 
programmes. 


Black and white patterns dance around in the 2 curve, 
inspired by the 1993 Op Art sting from the 1991 set. The 
initial version of Thought-Provoking appears to have been 
withdrawn along with Viscera/in early October 2018. 
However, a revised version with the black background 
lightened and the white areas dimmed to an off-white/pale 
grey, was introduced on BBC Two Northern Ireland in late 
November (later on the network from 13 January 2019®). It 
is arare ident, though it mainly appears before factual and 
quiz programmes. 


Brown, black and gold pins and scales open and close 
forming the 2 curve. Used to introduce drama and factual 
programming. The initial version of Viscera/ appears to 
have been withdrawn along with Thought-Provoking in 
early October 2018. However, a revised version with 
reduced colour saturation was introduced at 2:40am on 4 
November. 


Dark 


Gritty 


Bold 


Charged 


Sharp 


Silly 


30 
September 
2018 - 
present 


6 October 
2018 - 
present 


10 October 
2018 - 
present 


13 October 
2018 - 
present 


21 October 
2018 - 
present 
(promos) 
27 October 
2018 - 
present 
(ident) 


3 November 
2018 - 
present 


Set entirely in shades of grey, the 2 curve animates like 
coral reef. Rarely used, though it is mostly shown before 
films and serious programming. 


Rising and falling blocks in the shape of the 2 curve. 
Occasionally used for drama and factual programming. 


A broken up black and gold stone effect (resembling a 
causeway) makes up the 2 curve, possibly inspired by the 
2002 Giant's Causeway ident (which aired on BBC Two 
Northern Ireland) from the "Personality" set, appearing a 
little later than some of the others on 10 October. Often 
shown before drama and factual programmes. 


Clouds billowing around, and the 2 curve is formed by light 
shining through a crack in the clouds. Used for a variety of 
programmes, including drama and sports programmes. 


Several coloured threads ripping it apart separately in the 
shape of the 2 curve. Mostly used to introduce a variety of 
programmes, including quiz, entertainment and comedy. 


Blobs of slime (with googly eyes) shaped like the 2 curve 
move around the screen, possibly inspired by the 2002 
"Bugs" era of CBBC. Used for CBBC programmes shown on 
the channel on Saturdays, as well as comedy, 
entertainment, and light factual programmes. 


Gripping 


Absorbing 


Sparky 


Discovery 


Intense 


Maverick 


Illuminating 


8 November 
2018 - 
present 


28 
November 
2018 - 
present 


22 April 
2019 - 
present 


28 May 
2019 - 
present 


15 June 
2019 - 
present 


16 June 
2019 - 
present 


20 June 
2019 - 
present 


Dark blue-coloured fabric is seen wringing itself into the 
shape of the 2 curve and back. Occasionally used for films 
and drama, factual, and serious programming. 


Multicoloured liquid patterns slowly move across the 
screen, forming the 2 curve, possibly inspired by Paint from 
the 1991 set. Used to introduce a variety of programmes, 
including food-based and light factual programmes. 


A swarm of multicoloured plastic mini balls moving around 
the screen into the shape of the 2 curve in middle of white 
and back. Often used to introduce entertainment, comedy 
and quiz-based programmes. 


A planet sized earth map in the middle of the 2 curve in 
blue spins around, and stops to reveal the pale red areas of 
the earth in the middle of the same curve in red, possibly 
inspired by the 1997 Mars Weekend ident from the 1991 
set. Used to introduce documentary, drama, factual, 
natural history and space-based programmes. 


The camera zooming through colour rings, before they form 
up the 2 curve and resembling the sound of the crowd with 
a football being kicked about (or a tennis ball being 
squashed by the racket), inspired by the 1988, 1996 and 
1997 BBC Sport idents. Used to introduce light 
entertainment and sports programmes. 


A small white ball moves around the screen, with various 
objects and shapes popping up and disappearing to form 
the 2 curve. First shown as promos on 26 May, airing as an 
ident on both the network, Northern Ireland and Wales from 
16 June. Used to introduce entertainment programming. 


A light scans around the 2 curve in a multicoloured 
background, with the shapes are changing while it scans, 
possibly inspired by the 1994 Corridor sting from the 1991 
set. This is possibly the fourth generic ident of the set. 


Punchy 


Thought- 


Provoking 2 


Used to introduce sports, entertainment and light factual 
programmes. 


Blue and red glass stripes moving all around before they 


eae crashed together and forming the 2 curve, inspired by 
the 1974 Striped 2 ident and Neon from the 1991 set. Used 
present ; 
to introduce a variety of programmes. 
23 ! 
Wooden blocks, furnitures, metallics, walls and stones 
November , 
2019 - moving around to form the 2 curve. Often used to introduce 
documentary and factual programming. 
present 


Special[edit] 
Christmas Idents[edit] 


Title 


Magica 


Gloriou 
S 


Air date 


1-31 
December 
2018 
1-31 
December 
2019 


1-31 
December 
2018 
1-31 
December 
2019 


Description 


A snow-covered fir tree with branches forming the 2 curve shakes 
off some of the snow, possibly inspired by the 1992 Christmas 
ident from the 1991 set. 


Also known as Glamourous. A brightly-coloured aurora shines in a 
dark, starry sky, weaving into the 2 curve shape at points. 


7-31 
December 
2018 
1-31 
December 
2019 


Cosy 


1-31 
Festive | December 
2019 


See also[edit] 


EIGSBBC portal 


Also known as Comforting. A domestic cat flicks a bauble around 

on a Carpeted floor - only its tail is seen, occasionally settling into 
the shape of the 2 curve, and purring sounds can be heard. First 

shown on BBC Two Wales, airing on the network afterwards from 
8 December. 


Various tinsel garlands are flying around the screen into the 
shape of the 2 curve in middle of purple tinsel and back. 


e History of BBC television idents 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "BBC Two to get first full rebrand since early 90s". The Guardian. 25 September 2018. 
Retrieved 27 September 2018. 


2. ^ "BBC Two rebrands for first time in 20 years". Design Week. 25 September 2018. 
Retrieved 26 September 2018. 


3. ^ First airing of the modified Thought-Provoking ident 


External links[edit] 


EIGSBBC portal 


Preceded by 
1991-2001 
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BBC Four 


BBC television idents Succeeded by 
27 September 2018 - present Present 
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For the BBC radio stations, see BBC Radio 4 and BBC Radio 4 Extra. 


BBC Four 


Launched 2 March 2002; 17 years ago 
Owned by BBC 
Picture format 1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 1.21% (June 2018, BARB) 
Country United Kingdom 
Replaced BBC Knowledge 
Sister channel(s) BBC One 

BBC Two 

BBC News 


BBC Parliament 

CBBC 

CBeebies 
Website BBC Four 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Freeview Channel 9 (Eng/Wal/NI) 
Channel 68 (Scot) 
Channel 106 (HD) 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 107 (SD/HD) 
Channel 173 (SD) 


Sky Channel 116 (SD/HD) 
Channel 815 (SD) 


Sky (Ireland) Channel 143 (SD/HD) 
Channel 833 (SD) 


Astra 2E (28.2°E) 10773 H 22000 5/6 

Astra 2G (28.2°E) 11023 H 23000 3/4 (HD) 
Cable 

Virgin Media Channel 107 (HD) 


Virgin Media (Ireland) Channel 117 


WightFibre Channel 18 


Kabeltex (Netherlands Channel 164 


) 


UPC Channel 204 (HD) 
Switzerland (Switzerla 


nd) 


IPTV 


BT TV Channel 106 (HD) 


SwisscomTV Channel arbitrary 


(Switzerland) 


KPN (Netherlands) Channel arbitrary 


Eir Vision Channel 207 
Channel 211 (HD) 


Streaming media 


BBC iPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
TvPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
Horizon Go Watch live (Ireland only) 


Watch live (Switzerland only) 


BBC Four is a British free-to-air television channel operated by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation. It was launched on 2 March 2002,™ with a schedule running from 7:00 pm 
to 4:00 am #!. The channel shows "a wide variety of programmes including comedy, 
documentaries, music, international film, original programmes, drama and current 
affairs ... an alternative to programmes on the mainstream TV channels". It is required 
by its licence to air at least 100 hours of new arts and music programmes, 110 hours of 
new factual programmes and to premiere 20 foreign films each year.“ 


History[edit] 


BBC Four launched on 2 March 2002 at 7:00 pm GMT, having been delayed from the 
original planned 2001 launch. BBC Four began originally as a late schedule to BBC Two, 
before it received its own channel, along with BBC Three. Curiously, BBC Four had to 
launch before BBC Three as a result of the government delaying approval plans. The 
channel replaced BBC Knowledge, an educational and cultural channel which had 
undergone many changes throughout its lifetime; in its final format it carried a schedule 
of documentaries and art programming, essentially a test of the new BBC Four 
schedule. BBC Four would rebrand this channel, and bring it into line with the well 
recognised BBC One and Two brands at the same time. Planning for the new channel, 
along with the new BBC Three, had been in progress since October 2000; however, the 
incumbent government delayed approving the new BBC digital plans. The BBC Four 
plans were approved earlier, and as a result launched before BBC Three. 


BBC Four was different from the old BBC Knowledge: the channel would be more heavily 
promoted with more new and original programming and the channel would not be 
broadcast 24 hours a day. This was because on the Freeview digital terrestrial platform, 
BBC Four is broadcast in a statistically multiplexed stream in Multiplex B that 
timeshares with the CBeebies channel (which is on air from 06:00 until 19:00). As a 
result, BBC Four broadcasts from 19:00 to around 03:35 each night, with an hour's 
down-time and promotions for CBeebies before the start of that channel's schedule. 


On 12 May 2011, BBC Four was added to the Sky EPG in the Republic of Ireland on 
channel 230. It later moved to EPG 211 to free up space for new channels. It later 
moved to channel 143 on 1 May 2018 to sit beside BBC One Northern Ireland and BBC 
Two Northern Ireland there, and the 200s being used for +1 channels. 


On 19 February 2019, Virgin Media stopped providing BBC Four in standard definition. 


In Autumn 2019, BBC Four moved from channel 75 in Scotland, up the EPG in that 
region to channel 68.2 


Organisation|[edit] 


The channel direction is determined by the channel's remit, set by royal charter and the 
corporation's governing body (the BBC Board), and by the channel controller. In October 
2013, following the departure of Richard Klein from the controllership, the management 
of the channel changed, with the role of Controller of BBC Four scrapped: from this point 
the Controller of BBC Two would have ultimate oversight of BBC Four as part of their 
role, absorbing some of the former duties of the Controller of BBC Four, but a new 
‘Channel Editor’ post, reporting up to this controller, would be created to take day-to- 
day charge of Four. The controllers of BBC Four from 2002-2016 have been: 


e 2002-2004: Roly Keating 

e 2004-2008: Janice Hadlow" 

e 2008-2013: Richard Klein" 

e 2013-2014: Janice Hadlow (as Controller of BBC Two and BBC Four) "on an interim 
basis"“2! - Hadlow had been Controller of BBC Two since departing BBC Four in 2008 

e Early 2014: Adam Barker (interim Controller of BBC Two and BBC Four following 
Janice Hadlow's departure to a new post)#22 

e 2014-2016: Kim Shillinglaw (as Controller of BBC Two and BBC Four)" 


Channel Editors of BBC Four have been: 


e 2013-present: Cassian Harrison 
BBC Four has an annual budget of £54.3 million.” 


On 20 January 2016, Kim Shillinglaw announced that she had decided to leave the BBC 
as the Controller of BBC Two & BBC Four. As a result of the reorganisation, the post of 
BBC Two and Four control had closed after her departure later that year.2 


BBC Four HD/[edit] 


On 16 July 2013, the BBC announced that a high-definition (HD) simulcast of BBC Four 
would be launched by early 2014.24 The channel launched on 10 December 2013, and 
rolled out nationwide up to June 2014 (as did BBC News HD and CBeebies HD).22 The 
channel broadcasts on the BBC's new HD multiplex on Freeview and shares its stream 
with CBeebies HD as they both air at different times. Prior to launch, the majority of BBC 


Four's HD output was broadcast on the BBC HD channel before its closure on 26 March 
2013. In 2017 BBC Four HD along with CBBC HD and Cbeebies HD launched in Ireland. 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of programmes broadcast by the BBC 


BBC Four's primary role is to reflect a range of UK and international arts, music and 
culture. It should provide an ambitious range of innovative, high quality programming 
that is intellectually and culturally enriching, taking an expert and in-depth approach to 
a wide range of subjects. 


— BBC Four Remit 


OC Pee ERNE AF ening jay BE tee EO Mawes To 


BBC Four share of viewing 2002-2013 BARB figures 


The first evening's BBC Four programmes were simulcast on BBC Two. BBC Four is 
notable for first showing Larry David's Seinfeld follow-up, Curb Your Enthusiasm, 

u1 Armando lannucci's cutting political satire, The Thick of It, The Chaser's War on 
Everything, Flight of the Conchords, Mad Men and Danish thriller The Killing. 


The channel broadcasts a mixture of art and science documentaries, 

vintage drama (including many rare black-and-white programmes), and non-English 
language productions such as films from the Artificial Eye catalogue, the French 
thriller Spiral and the Swedish detective series Wallander.2 BBC Four further supports 
foreign language films with its annual World Cinema Award which has been running 
since 2004. 


On weekdays at 19:00, the channel shows a 30-minute global news programme 
called Beyond 100 Days Monday-Thursday and an edition of World News Today on 
Fridays, simulcast with and produced by BBC World News. Beyond 100 Days takes a 
break during August and for two weeks in December and is replaced with an edition 
of World News Today. This replaced The World and BBC Four News which aired in the 
slot from the launch of the channel. 


It screens a number of documentaries such as The Century of the Se/f and The Trials of 
Henry Kissinger. The channel is also home to many political travel shows such 
as Holidays in the Axis of Evil which features investigative journalism. 


Drama has given the channel some of its most popular programmes, with The Alan 
Clark Diaries (2003) and Kenneth Williams: Fantabulosa! (2006) being among the 
highest rated, with over 800,000 viewers. The highly acclaimed Hattie, broadcast in 
2011, holds the record for BBC4's best ever consolidated ratings of 2m / 8%. Before 


that The Curse of Steptoe brought the channel its highest audience figures, estimated 
as 1.41 million viewers, a 7% share of multichannel audiences between 21:00 and 
22:05, based on overnight returns.22! The official audience figures for the broadcast, 
including time-shifting, were later published as 1,625,000.22 Another notable production 
was a live re-make of the 1953 science-fiction serial The Quatermass Experiment, 
adapted from the original scripts into a single, two-hour version (though on the night it, 
in fact, underran considerably, lasting less than 1 hour 40 minutes), broadcast on the 
evening of Saturday 2 April 2005. Discounting BBC Four's previous live relays of 
theatrical Shakespeare productions, this was the first live made-for-television drama to 
be broadcast by the BBC for twenty years. 


Another notable programme broadcast on BBC Four is Charlie Brooker's 
Screenwipe which contains reviews of current shows, as well as stories and commentary 
on how television is produced. The show is presented by broadcaster Charlie Brooker. 


The channel is also curator and leader of the BBC Archive project whose aim is that the 
BBC's television archive is re-broadcast as much as appropriate so that the Archive can 
be enjoyed again and not isolated. 


Some output from BBC Four (documentaries rather than foreign films) was for a time 
repeated on BBC Two in a 'BBC Four on Two' branded area, although this was often in a 
late night broadcast slot after Newsnight and has since been discontinued. 


According to BARB the comedy panel game Q/ has the highest ratings of any show on 
BBC Four. 


At the Edinburgh International Television Festival, BBC Four won the Non-Terrestrial 
Channel of the Year award in 2004, 2006 and 2012. 


In 2012 Dirk Gently became the first continuing drama series produced for the channel. 
[26] 


BBC Four is occasionally used to show live sports coverage. The channel aired additional 
games from the UEFA Euro 2016 football tournament, and temporarily extended its 
broadcast hours to show live action from the 2016 Summer Olympics. 


Programmes[edit] 


Original programmes(edit] 


e The Art of Cornwall 

e The Ballad of Mott the Hoople 

e BBC Four News 

e BBC Four Sessions 

e Birds Britania 

e Britain by Bike 

e Britain's Best Drives 

e Can Eating Insects Save the World 
e Charlie Brooker's Screenwipe 

e Children's TV Trials 

e Churches: How To Read Them 
e The Curse of Steptoe 

e Detectorists 

e Dinosaurs, Myths and Monsters 


e Dirk Gently 

e Elegance and Decadence: The Age of the Regency 

e The First World War 

e Frankenstein: Birth of a Monster 

e Free Will and Testament: The Robert Wyatt Story 

e Goodbye BBC Television Centre 

e The Great War 

e Hattie 

e H., G. Wells: War with the World 

e Hinterland/Y Gwyll (Joint BBC / S4C production, English language version) 

e Hive Minds 

e How to Build a Dinosaur 

e If Walls Could Talk 

e Jerusalem: The Making of a Holy City 

e Music for Misfits: The Story of Indie 

e Only Connect 

e Racing at the BBC 

e = Sandhurst 

e The Secret Life of Ice 

e Shock and Awe: The Life of Electricity 

e Singer-Songwriters at the BBC 

e Sings the... 

e The Life of Rock with Brian Pern 

e The Story of Musicals 

e The Story of the National Grid 

e Survivors: Nature's Indestructible Creatures 

e Talking Children 

e Timeshift 

e Twenty Twelve 

e To Kill a Mockingbird at 50 

e Walter's War 

e World News Today (simulcast on BBC Four and BBC World News, previously World 
News Today with Zeinab Badawi) 

e Beyond 100 Days (simulcast on BBC Four, BBC News and BBC World News; 
Previously 100 Days (January - April 2017), 100 Days + (May - July 2017) 


Imports/edit] 


e Arne Dahl 
e The Bridge 
e Borgen 

e Hostages 


e Inspector De Luca 

e Inspector Montalbano 
e The Killing 

e Minuscule 

e The Money 

e Salamander 


Spiral 
Trapped 
Wallander 


Domestic repeats[edit] 


Africa 

All Creatures Great and Small 
Batman 

The Bear Family and Me 

Blue Peter (Classics only) 

The Blue Planet 

Butterflies 

Casualty 1906 

Casualty 1907 


Climbing Great Buildings 
Cranford 

Doctor Who (the Classic Series) 
Ever Decreasing Circles 
Fawlty Towers 

The Frozen Planet 

The Good Life 

Great British Railway Journeys 
l, Claudius 

Juliet Bravo 

Last of the Summer Wine 

Life 

The Life and Loves of a She-Devil 
The Life of Mammals 

The Likely Lads 

Monty Python's Flying Circus 
The Onedin Line 
Outnumbered 

Planet Earth 

Porridge 

Pride and Prejudice 

The Sky at Night 

Sorry! 

Supernatural 

Sykes 

Tales of Beatrix Potter 

Top of the Pops 

Waking the Dead 

Walking with Beasts 

Walking with Dinosaurs 
Whatever Happened to the Likely Lads? 
Yes Minister 

Yes, Prime Minister 


e The Young Ones 
Music concerts(edit] 


e BBC Radio 1's Big Weekend (from 2016) 

e Coldplay Live 

e David Gilmour Live in Gdansk (part of David Gilmour Night) 
e Eurovision Song Contest semi-finals (from 2016) 

e Madness Live (part of Goodbye Television Centre) 

e Queen 1975 Live 


Classics (shown in 2007 and 2015) (edit) 


The Avengers 

Blue Peter 

The Clangers 

Grange Hill 

The Magic Roundabout 
Newsround 


Play School 
Most watched programmes(edait] 


The following is a list of the ten most watched broadcasts on BBC Four since launch, 
based on Live +7 data supplied by BARB.2® Number of viewers does not include 
repeats. 


Ran Number of 
Programme 3 Date 
k Viewers 


1 The Jeremy Thorpe 


Scandal 2,378,000 3 June 2018 


2 | Hattie 2,005,000 19 January 2009 


21 November 


3 The Bridge 1,810,000 2015 
’ 8 November 
4 Detectorists 1,687,000 2017 


5 Roots 1,659,000 8 February 2017 


6 The Curse of Steptoe 1,625,000 19 March 2008 


7 The Bridge 1,620,000 1 February 2014 


22 November 


8 Detectorists 1,593,000 2017 
Ko 
g Geadbye Television 1,588,000 22 March 2013 
Centre 
10 | The Bridge 1,547,000 1 February 2014 


Presentation|[edit] 
Main articles: BBC Four idents and History of BBC television idents 


The channel's initial series of idents were generated dynamically reflecting the 
frequencies of the continuity announcers’ voice or of backing music and were designed 
by Lambie-Nairn. As a result, no two idents were ever the same. The first continuity 
announcer was Zeb Soanes. 


When the channel first started airing, it used the slogan "Everybody Needs A Place To 
Think", but the BBC stopped using this several months after the launch. However the 
BBC Four logo and above slogan can be found, engraved on benches along the South 
Bank in London, between the London Eye and Waterloo Bridge. 


On 10 September 2005, the channel began showing new idents comprising a central 
BBC Four logo surrounded by four quadrants which show different stages of the same 
footage thus making for a sort of optical illusion; for example, a swimming pool where a 
person on an inflatable ring appears in the bottom-left corner, though ripples don't 
enter the remaining quarters. Although the image appears as one at the start of the 
ident, by the end it is clearly four separate images. 


In March 2019, BBC Four added several new idents inspired by "oddly satisfying videos" 
in tandem with the quadrants theme, originally premiering for a programme season 
honouring the 30th anniversary of the World Wide Web. 


See also[edit] 


EIGSBBC portal 


L) e Book: BBC Channels 


(UK) 


List of documentary channels 


e BBC Four World Cinema Award 


List of television stations in the United Kingdom 
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BBC Four idents 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


BBC Four, and its predecessor BBC Knowledge, are both channels operated by 
the BBC as cultural and knowledge based channels. Their visual identities therefore 
have been a result of this aim. 


BBC Knowledgeledit] 
Ladders of Learning (1999-2000) (edit) 


AR 


iol 
A 
TE el KNOWLEDGE 


A ladders of learning ident 


BBC Knowledge was launched on 1 June 1999 with the intent of creating a multimedia 
learning channel. The idea was that computers, interactive TV via the Red Button and 
television could come together to make a new, factual, learning channel for kids and 
adults alike.“ The launch identity consisted of cartoon characters climbing ‘ladders of 
learning’ between clouds against an orange background.“2 All the idents featured the 
station logo, which followed the BBC style design of the time by having the station 
name follow the BBC logo in upper case. This white logo would appear at the end of 
ident. ma 


The idents all featured characters, drawn by Michael Sheehy,” shown with items such 
as a magnifying glass, telescope or rolls of paper. Several variations of the ident were 
made featuring different characters prominent on the ladders of learning.“ The ident 
was also used as the background to programme menus with characters seen climbing 
the ladders of learning in the background with programme information overlaid and 
centred to accommodate widescreen.” These characters could also been seen as stills 
on launch promotional material and on the BBC Knowledge website.“ 


The channel launched with a Digital on-screen graphic (DOG), in line with the BBC 
practice at the time. However, different from the other channels which used the station 
logo, BBC Knowledge used the URL of their website 'www.bbc.co.uk/knowledge’.4221 The 
use of this promoted the website tie in with the channel. The channel also used credit 


promotions where additional content or information is promoted over a programmes 
end credits, by reducing the credits to a smaller size and filling the information in the 
remaining space.“ Another style of presentation utilised was that of viewer videos, 

shown either as part of the shrinking credits, or between programmes.22! 


The presentation for the channel as a whole was in 16:9 widescreen from launch, 
however all information was kept in a 4:3 safe area, so no information was lost to 
viewers watching on a ‘full screen’ television. Information included the logo, promotions 
and the DOG.™2! 


Circles (2000-2002) (edit) 


In December 2000, following the approval of the new BBC Four, BBC Knowledge's 
programming was realigned to better reflect the new channel. A single ident was 
utilised instead featuring a circle made out of different materials which would move 
forward and off the screen at the viewer.” These could be made with a variety of 
objects.“ The musical accompaniment followed the choral and instrumental style. This 
sequence lasted until the station went off air. Promotional style remained the same with 
the BBC Knowledge logo seen at the bottom. The DOG also changed to the BBC 
Knowledge logo. 


Stranded idents(edit] 


The channel had always utilised a stranded layout to make genres of programmes easy 
to find on the new channel. However, special idents began to appear for each strand 
from c.2000.22! These featured an object, before a fact about it related to the strand 
appears and ends on an image with the strand name shown clearly on screen, with a 
letter encircled at the centre of the screen. It is unclear whether these idents were 
replacements of the normal idents, or complementary to them, however it appears they 
complemented them, with these idents being used in the stranded sections, with the 
animated idents used for general interest programming. 


Following the relaunch in 2000 and 2001, all different idents were dropped in favour of a 
single ident, featuring numerous circles made out of different structures reflecting the 
new strands. 


BBC Fourjedit] 
Improvised (2002-2005) [edit] 


aos 
FOUR 


One of the improvised idents, used between 2002 and 2005 


The BBC's "cultural" channel BBC Four was launched on 2 March 2002 as a successor 
to BBC Knowledge. As a result, the channel was to show a broad variety of 
programming. To show this, Lambie Nairn devised the idea of an improvised ident 


that reacted to the frequencies of continuity announcers’ voices or the background 
music of the ident. As a result, no idents were ever the same, however variations were 
produced featuring different visualisations, such as semi circles, vibrating lines or shafts 
extending from the bottom surface. 


The channel logo featured the new style of logo with the channel name 'Four' located in 
upper case inside a black box with the BBC logo above it. This logo was present in the 
bottom right corner of idents and promotions for the entire duration. 


The launch slogan of the channel 'Everybody needs a place to think' was present on all 
launch promotions. Promotional style featured the BBC Four logo present throughout 
the promotion with the details appearing in white in the top right corner of the screen, 
aligned right.© If the background image was too light, a translucent black box was 
placed over the top third of the screen. The channel also used a DOG, however this was 
not the new logo, but a one line style used by the previous channel with the BBC logo 
and 'FOUR' to the right of it in the same size. 


Four sections (2005-present) [edit] 


Swimming Pool ident introduced in 2005 (retired in 2016) 


BBC Four's identity changed on 10 September 2005. These new idents, designed by Red 
Bee Media, featured an image made up of four parts but undistinguishable until 
something interacts within the scene.&% Idents included: 


e Seagulls: Seagulls which fly between the pictures, often getting closer or further 
away than previous. (retired in 2016) 21 

e Library: A girl climbs a ladder against a bookcase. As the ladder is moved, the 
ladder section in a different segment moves differently. Equally the girl may climb 
off the bottom of the screen to reappear at the top. In addition, whenever she 
replaced a book, another fell out in a different segment. (retired in 2016) #2 

e Lake: A mountain scene against a lake where a drop of water causes ripples in more 
than one segment, before a drop rises from the sky/lake in another segment. Used 
since September 20058 

e Swimming Pool: A child in a swimming pool swimming with a ring. The views are 
from different angles, for example looking down from the air and underwater looking 
up at the surface. (retired in 2016)#ve1 

e Flowers: Bees collecting nectar that appear elsewhere when flying across borders. 
Used since September 2005184 

e Office: Staff are seen having an argument in an office; as an employee leaves one 
quarter of the screen, they appear in another section. (retired in 2016) 


These are the some of the idents that were launched since 2016 which it was used to 
introduce special programming: 


e Cherry Blossom: Initially used during "Japan Season" and "Inner Peace", both in 
2017. Now already in use as a regular ident. 

e Home: Shows a rooftop of a house which it is divided into four when it was zoomed 
out. Initially used for the "Homes Season" in May 2016, but later used as a regular 
ident.22 

e Space: Shows the BBC Four logo steady & the background spinning in the outer 
space. Used since April 201724 

e Beacon: Used since May 201622! 

e Trees: Used since May 201642 

e Television: This shows a retro television set in the countryside playing 
the Trees ident. Used since April 2017.44 

e Born Digital: Used to introduce programs related to the 30th anniversary of the 
World Wide Web from March 2019. There are 5 idents that are currently on air. 

e Saturday Night Drama: Currently used to introduce dramas on Saturday nights 
from 6 April 2019. 


The black box logo was retained from the previous look but moved to the centre of the 
screen to divide the four segments.“ Promotional style also changed. The BBC Four 
logo would remain in the bottom corner of the screen throughout the promotion, but 
would be overlaid by the programme information in an opaque coloured box in the 
lower right segment of the screen, with the BBC Four logo in the centre.@25 This was 
altered in 2008 to a BBC Four box appears in the middle of the screen from which the 
video is wiped out anticlockwise round the logo from the right revealing the programme 
information to the right of the logo." In July 2013, they updated trailer graphics". This 
includes centralizing the channel logo unifying trailer styles from BBC One and BBC 
Two. In February 20184, the channel updated its trailer graphics and holding animation 
shown during the channel's downtime hours. BBC Four is the first channel to use the 
new corporate font of the BBC, which is the BBC Reith2#. 


The DOG for the channel remained the same in the 4:3 screen size safe zone;= this was 
only changed in 2011 when it was switched to widescreen 16:9. 


As of 2019, these idents have had the longest lifespan of any on a BBC channel. 


See also[edit] 
EIGSBBC portal 


e History of BBC television idents 
e BBC Four 


e BBC Knowledge 
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Website https://www.bbc.co.uk/worldcinemaawards 


The BBC Four World Cinema Award is an annual prize given out to celebrate the best 
in world cinema. A shortlist of up to six films is made by the UK's leading critics, film- 
school heads and festival directors from the foreign language films released in that year 
in the UK. The winner is selected by a panel of judges whose decision making process is 
screened as part of the award ceremony, screened live on BBC Four. 


Now entering its seventh year, the BBC Four World Cinema Award ceremony has been 
hosted by Jonathan Ross from the BFI Southbank in London since the beginning. The 
winner of the 2008 award was announced on 30 January 2008, and the event was 
broadcast on BBC Four on 2 February 2008." 


In 2009, a new Achievement award for an international film-maker of great distinction 
was added to the ceremony in addition to the existing best film award.,?! which was 
awarded was given to Werner Herzog. The 2009 award ceremony took place on 27 
January 2009, again at the BFI Southbank.” The seventh annual ceremony took place in 
October 2010. 


As the BBC needed to make budgetary cut backs, 2011 was the last BBC Four Awards 
was held. 


Award winners[edit] 
BBC Four World Cinema Award (edit) 


ar Winning film Director Country 
Nader and Simin: A Asghar 


Separation (Jodái-e Nader az Simin) | Farhadi ran 


201 
Nominees: The Skin I Live In (La piel que habito), Pedro Almodóvar, Spain; Uncle 


Boonmee Who Can Recall His Past Lives (Lung Bunmi Raluek Chat), Apichatpong 
Weerasethakul, Thailand; Of Gods and Men (Des hommes et des dieux), Xavier 
Beauvois, France; Le Quattro Volte (Le Quattro Volte), Michelangelo 
Frammartino, Italy 


201 | The White Ribbon (Das weiße Michael Austria 


200 


200 


200 


200 


Band, Eine deutsche 


Kindergeschichte) Haneke 


Nominees: / Am Love (lo sono l'amore), Luca Guadagnino, Italy; Let the Right 
One In (Lat den rätte komma in), John Ajvide Lindqvist, Sweden; A Prophet (Un 
prophète), Ari Folman, Israel; Waltz with Bashir (Vals Im Bashir), Juan Antonio 
Bayona, Spain/Mexico“! 


4 Months, 3 Weeks and 2 Days (4 | Cristian 
luni, 3 săptămâni si 2 zile) Mungiu 


Romania 


Nominees: Gomorrah (Gomorra), Matteo Garrone, Italy; Persepolis, Vincent 
Paronnaud and Marjane Satrapi, France; The Diving Bell and the Butterfly, Julian 
Schnabel, France/USA; The Orphanage (El Orfanato), Juan Antonio Bayona, 
Spain/Mexico™ 


Pan's Labyrinth (El Laberinto del Guillermo del 
Fauno) Toro 


Mexico/Spain/USA 


Nominees: The Lives of Others (Das Leben Der Anderen), Florian Henckel von 
Donnersmarck, Germany; The Science of Sleep (La Science Des Réves), Michel 
Gondry, France/Italy/USA; Climates (Iklimler), Nuri Bilge Ceylan, 
Turkey/France; Syndromes and a Century (Sang Sattawat), Apichatpong 
Weerasethakul, Thailand/France/Austria 


The Death of Mr 
Lazarescu (Moartea Domnului Cristi Puiu Romania 
Lazarescu) 


Nominees: The Beat That My Heart Skipped (De Battre Mon Coeur S'est Arrêté), 
Jacques Audiard, France; The Child (L'Enfant), Jean-Pierre & Luc Dardenne, 
Belgium/France; Hidden (Caché), Michael Haneke, 
France/Germany/Austria/Italy; Lady Vengeance (Chinjeo/han Geumjassi), Chan- 
Wook Park, South Korea; Volver, Pedro Almodóvar, Spain 


Downfall (Der Untergang) Oliver Germany/Italy/Austria 


Hirschbiegel 


6 Nominees: 2046, Wong Kar-Wai, China/France/Germany/Hong Kong; House of 
Flying Daggers, Zhang Yimou, China/Hong Kong; Look at Me, Agnés Jaoui, 
France/Italy; The Sea Inside, Alejandro Amenábar, Spain; Tropical Malady, 
Apichatpong Weerasethakul, Thailand 


Andrey 


The Return (Vozvrashcheniye) Russia 
Zvyagintsev 
200 
5 Nominees: Bad Education, Pedro Almdédovar, Spain; Hero, Zhang Yimou, 
China/Hong Kong; The Motorcycle Diaries, Walter Salles, 
USA/UK/Argentina/Chile/Peru; Uzak, Nuri Bilge Ceylan, Turkey; Zatoichi, Takeshi 
Kitano, Japan 
Belleville Rendez-vous sia France/Belgium/Canada 
Chomet 
200 ; ; , ; ' 
4 Nominees: City of God (Cidade de Deus), Fernando Meirelles and co-director 


Katia Lund, Brazil/France/USA; Être et Avoir, Nicolas Philibert, France; Good Bye 
Lenin!, Wolfgang Becker, Germany; The Man Without a Past (Mies vailla 
menneisyyttä), Aki Kaurismaki, Finland/Germany/France; Spirited Away (Sen to 
Chihiro no Kamikakushi), Hayao Miyazaki, USA/Japan 


BBC Four World Cinema Achievement Award (edit] 


e 2009 - Werner Herzog"! 
e 2010 - Bernardo Bertolucci 


e 2011 - Isabelle Huppert 
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"BBC News 24" redirects here. For the BBC department of the same name, see BBC 
News. For other uses, see BBC News (disambiguation). 


BBC News 


BIBIC 


NEWS 


Launched 9 November 1997; 22 years ago (as 
BBC News 24) 
21 April 2008; 11 years ago (as BBC 


News) 


Network BBC News (operational division); 


BBC Television 


Owned by BBC 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 


Slogan 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Headquarters 


Formerly called 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Website 


Freeview 


1.52% (September 2019, BARB) 


Britain's most watched news channel 
Whenever you need to know 

Live the story 

"The world's newsroom" 


Breaking news, developing stories 


United Kingdom 


English 


United Kingdom 


Ireland 


BBC Television Centre (1997-2013) 


Broadcasting House (2013-present) 


BBC News 24 (1997-2008) 


BBC One 

BBC Two 

BBC Four 

BBC Parliament 
CBBC 

CBeebies 


bbc.co.uk/news 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 107 (HD) 
Channel 231 (SD) 


Freesat 


Sky 


Astra 


2E (28.2°E) 


Astra 
2G (28.2°E) 


Virgin Media 


Virgin 
Media (Ireland) 


Naxoo (Switzerla 


nd) 


WightFibre 


SwisscomTV 


(Switzerland) 


meo 


(Portugal) 


Satellite 


Channel 200 (SD/HD) 
Channel 212 (SD) 


Channel 503 (SD/HD) 
Channel 877 (SD) 


10818 V 22000 5/6 


11023 H 23000 3/4 (HD) 


Cable 


Channel 601 (HD) 


Channel 201 


Channel 216 


Channel 25 


IPTV 


Channel arbitrary 


Channel 204 


Streaming media 


BBC iPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


BBC News Watch live (UK only) 

Online 

TvPlayer Watch live (UK only) 

FilmOn Watch live (Worldwide access is 
available) 


BBC News (also known as the BBC News Channel) is a British free-to-air television 
news channel. It was launched as BBC News 24 on 9 November 1997 at 5:30 pm as 
part of the BBC's foray into digital domestic television channels, becoming the first 
competitor to Sky News, which had been running since 1989." For a time, looped news, 
sport and weather bulletins were available to view via BBC Red Button. 


On 22 February 2006, the channel was named News Channel of the Year at the Royal 
Television Society Television Journalism Awards for the first time in its history.” The 
judges remarked that this was the year that the channel had "really come into its 
own., "B! 


From May 2007, viewers in the UK could watch the channel via the BBC News website. 
In April 2008, the channel was renamed BBC News as part of a £550,000 rebranding of 
the BBC's news output, complete with a new studio and presentation. Its sister service, 
BBC World was also renamed BBC World News while the national news bulletins 
became BBC News at One, BBC News at Six and BBC News at Ten. Across the day the 
channel averages about twice the audience of Sky News. 


The channel is based at and broadcasts from Broadcasting House in the West End of 
London. In 2017, it was named the RTS News Channel of the Year 


History[edit] 


BBC News 24 was originally available to digital terrestrial, satellite and cable television 
subscribers. To this day, it and BBC Parliament remain the only BBC "digital" channels 
which are made available to analogue cable subscribers. This coverage was improved in 
1998 with the advent of digital television in the United Kingdom 

allowing satellite and digital terrestrial television viewers to also view the service. 
Initially it was difficult to obtain a digital satellite or terrestrial receiver without a 
subscription to Sky or ONdigital respectively, but now the channel forms an important 
part of the Freeview and Freesat channel packages. 


The BBC had run the international news channel BBC World for two and a half years 
prior to the launch of BBC News 24 on 9 November 1997. Sky News had had a free hand 
with domestic news for over eight years (since 5 February 1989) and being owned 

by News Corporation their papers were used to criticise the BBC for extending its news 
output.“ 


Sky News objected to the breaking of its monopoly, complaining about the costs 
associated with running a channel that only a minority could view from the licence fee. 
Sky News claimed that a number of British cable operators had been incentivised to 
carry News 24 (which, as a licence-fee funded channel was made available to such 
operators for free) in preference to the commercial Sky News. However, in September 
1999 the European Commission ruled against a complaint made by Sky News that the 
publicly funded channel was unfair and illegal under EU law. The Commission ruled that 
the licence fee should be considered state aid but that such aid was justified due to the 
public service remit of the BBC and that it did not exceed actual costs. 


The channel's journalistic output has been overseen by Controller of the channel, Kevin 
Bakhurst, since 16 December 2005. This was a return to having a dedicated Controller 
for the channel in the same way as the rest of the BBC's domestic television channels. 
At launch, Tim Orchard was Controller of News 24 from 1997 until 2000. Editorial 
decisions were then overseen by Rachel Atwell in her capacity as Deputy Head of 
television news. Her deputy Mark Popescu became responsible for editorial content in 
2004, a role he continued in until the appointment of Bakhurst as Controller in 2005. 


A further announcement by Head of television news Peter Horrocks came at the same 
time as Bakhurst's appointment in which he outlined his plan to provide more funding 
and resources for the channel and shift the corporation's emphasis regarding news 
away from the traditional BBC One bulletins and across to the rolling news channel. The 
introduction of simulcasts of the main bulletins on the channel was to allow the news 
bulletins to pool resources rather than work against each other at key times in the face 
of competition particularly from Sky News. 


The BBC Governors’ annual report for 2005/2006 reported that average audience 
figures for fifteen-minute periods had reached 8.6% in multichannel homes, up from 
7.8% in 2004/2005. The 2004 report claimed that the channel outperformed Sky News 
in both weekly and monthly reach in multichannel homes for the January 2004 period, 
and for the first time in two years moved ahead of Sky News in being perceived as the 
channel best for news." 


2008 rebranding(edit] 


On 21 April 2008, BBC News 24 was renamed BBC News on the channel itself - but is 
referred to as the BBC News Channel on other BBC services." This is part of the 
creative futures plan, launched in 2006, to bring all BBC News output under the single 
brand name.2u 


The BBC News Channel moved from the Studio N8 set, which became home to BBC 
World News, to what was the home of the national news in Studio N6, allowing the 
channel to share its set with the BBC News at One and the BBC News at Ten - with other 
bulletins moving to Studio TC7."2 


Move to Broadcasting House(edit] 


The channel relocated, along with the remaining BBC News services at Television 
Centre, to the newly refurbished Broadcasting House on 18 March 2013 at 13:00 GMT. 
Presentation and on-screen graphics were refreshed, with new full HD studios and a live 
newsroom backdrop. Moving cameras in the newsroom form part of the top of the hour 
title sequence and are used at the start of weather bulletins.“ 


BBC News HD[edit] 


BBC News HD logo. 


On 16 July 2013, the BBC announced that a high-definition (HD) simulcast of BBC News 
would be launched by early 2014.125 The channel broadcasts on the BBC's new HD 
multiplex on Freeview. HD output from BBC News has been simulcast on BBC One HD 
and BBC Two HD since the move to Broadcasting House in March 2013. The channel 
launched on 10 December 2013 (at an early date) and rolled-out nationwide up to June 
2014 (as did BBC Four HD and CBeebies HD)."# 


Programming[edit] 


This section needs additional citations 
for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 
on citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 


challenged and removed. 
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News(edit] 


Sophie Raworth presenting the first BBC News at One at Broadcasting House, 18 March 2013, 
13:00 pm. 


Each hour consists of headlines on each quarter-hour, extended at the top of the hour to 
form the main part of the daily schedule though these are interspaced with other 
programmes, generally at weekends. This will be often be displaced by rolling news 
coverage including reports and live interviews. This channel also provides half-hourly 
weather summaries by forecasters from the BBC Weather centre and the sports news 
from the BBC Sport centre at MediaCityUK. At 21:25 a global weather forecast is 
broadcast and 21:55 Weather for the Week Ahead is broadcast. 


Breaking news/ edit] 


The BBC maintains guidelines for procedures to be taken for breaking news." With 
domestic news, the correspondent first recorded a "generic minute" summary (for use 
by all stations and channels) and then priority was to report on BBC Radio 5 Live, then 
on the BBC News channel and any other programmes that are on air. Since 5 Live's 
move to Manchester, this has been reversed. For foreign news, first a "generic minute" 
is recorded, then reports are to World Service radio, then the reporter talks to any other 
programmes that are on air. 


A key claim made by Lord Lambert in his report had been that the channel was slower 
to react to breaking news compared with its main rival Sky News.“ To counteract this, a 
new feature introduced with the 2003 relaunch was a ‘breaking news sting’: a globe 
shown briefly onscreen to direct a viewer's attention to the breaking news. 


The graphics relaunch in January 2007 has since seen the globe sting replaced by a red 
strapline to highlight the breaking story immediately. 


To complement this, a permanent live news ticker had earlier been introduced in 2006: 
this had previously been in use only sporadically. News statements are shown as 
continuously scrolling upper-case text located at the bottom of the screen; some past 
ambiguities noted have included spelling the plural of MPs as "MPS", together with other 
occasional spelling and grammatical errors. The design of this ticker was slightly altered 
with the 2007 graphics redesign and from June turned red to indicate breaking news, 

as Newswatch reported viewers’ confusion. The ticker is removed during trails and 
weather forecasts. 


Overnight and BBC World News simulcasts[edit] 


The BBC began simulcasting the channel overnight on terrestrial channel BBC One with 
the launch of the channel, ending the tradition of a closedown but at the same time 
effectively making the service available to many more viewers. In the early 2000s, BBC 
Two also started simulcasting the channel, although the weekend morning 

show Weekend 24 had been simulcast on the channel in the early days. During major 
breaking news events, the BBC News Channel has been broadcast on BBC One; 
examples of special broadcasts include the 11 September 2001 attacks, 7 July 2005 
London bombings, the capture of Saddam Hussein, and the death of Osama bin Laden. 
[191[20] 

Coverage of major events has also been simulcast on BBC World News. Currently, 
overnight viewers receive 25-minute editions of BBC News every hour, and on weekdays 
00:00-02:00 receive Newsday, live from Singapore and from London which also includes 
Asia Business Report and Sport Today between 00:30 and 01:00 and also between 
01:30 and 02:00 From 02:00-05:00 (00:00-06:00 on weekends) receive BBC World 
News. The Briefing airs between 05:00-06:00 on weekdays. 


BBC One and BBC Two daytime simulcasts| edit] 


BBC Breakfast has been simulcast since launch (in 2000) on BBC One and BBC News, 
replacing the individual breakfast shows that had run on both channels. Since May 
2006, the simulcast runs from 06:00 until 08:30. Breakfast on BBC One then continues 
from MediaCityUK until 09:15 with entertainment and features, whilst BBC News goes 
to BBC Business Live until 09:00 and reverts to its traditional format from 09:00. 


The BBC News at Ten began simulcasting on the channel on 30 January 2006 as part of 
the Ten O'Clock Newshour, followed by extended sport and business news updates. The 
bulletin was joined in being simulcast on 10 April 2006 when the BBC News at 

One (with British Sign Language in-vision signing) and BBC News at Six bulletins were 


added to the schedule following a similar format to the News at Ten in terms of content 
on the channel once each simulcast ends. 


During the summer, the hour-long programme News 24 Sunday was broadcast both on 
BBC One and the BBC News Channel at 09:00, to replace The Andrew Marr Show, which 
is off air. It was presented by a news presenter, and came from the main News channel 
studio. The programme was made up mostly of interviews focusing on current affairs, 
and included a full paper review, a weather summary, and a news update at 09:00, 
09:30 and 10:00. Sunday Morning Live and alternative programming now fill this slot. 


[when?] 


From 2013, a new programme was created for BBC Two for 11 am - 12 pm weekdays, 
consisting of 30 minutes domestic and 30 minutes of BBC World News. On Wednesdays, 
when parliament is sitting the latter is replaced by the Daily Politics for coverage 

of Prime Ministers Questions. In March 2016 the channel started showing Newsnight at 
23:15. 


Exclusive programmes|edit] 


e The Briefing - Sally Bundock with news, business, and sports from BBC News.2u# 

o Business Briefing - Sally Bundock with the latest business, economic and 
financial news, market updates and interviews with the key news-makers in the 
business world. 

e Beyond 100 Days - The latest news from both sides of the Atlantic, presented 
by Katty Kay from Washington and Christian Fraser from London (Monday to 
Thursday) 22! 

e BBC World News - The latest international news as they break from the BBC. 

e BBC News- The latest national and international news as they break from the BBC. 

e Newsday - Live international news from London and Singapore every weekday. 
Presented by Babita Sharma, Kasia Madera, Rico Hizon and Sharanjit Leyl. 

e Asia Business Report - Live from Singapore, the essential business news as it breaks 
and a look ahead to the news that will shape the business day. This is presented by 
whoever has covered the Newsday shift. 

e Sportsday/Sport Today - All the latest sports news and results from around the 
globe. 

e World Business Report - The latest business news with informed analysis from the 
world's financial centres. 

e Business Live - Sally Bundock and Ben Thompson or Tanya Beckett with the latest 
business news as it breaks and a look ahead to the news that will shape the 
business day. With the latest news from end of trading in Asia, latest from Europe, 
Middle East and Americas. 

e The Papers - Clive Myrie, Maxine Mawhinney, Nicholas Owen and Martine 
Croxall present lively and informed conversation about the next day's or today's 
headlines. Broadcast at 05:45, 09:30 (weekends), 22:30 & 23:30. 

e Victoria Derbyshire - With original stories, exclusive interviews, audience debate 
and breaking news, Victoria Derbyshire and Joanna Gosling present the BBC's new 
daily news and current affairs programme. 

e BBC News at Nine - Live from Broadcasting House in London, an in-depth look at the 
morning news and briefing on the day's events. Including The Briefing. 

e BBC News at Five - Live from Broadcasting House in London, an in-depth look back 
at the day's national and international news, sport and weather with Huw 
Edwards and Jane Hill. 


Outside Source - (Monday-Thursday) Ros Atkins hosts live reports from the BBC 
Newsroom in London linking up with the BBC's global network of correspondents. 
(Occasionally simulcast at 18:00 weekdays during major stories) 

World News Today - A daily news programme for audiences who want more depth to 
their daily coverage. With a focus on the UK, Europe, Middle East and Africa, Karin 
Giannone, Kasia Madera, Alpa Patel and Philippa Thomas bring context and 
understanding to the most complex of events. (broadcast also on BBC Four). 
(Occasionally simulcast at 19:00 weekdays during major stories) 

BBC Newsroom Live - Stay up to date on the day's top stories, with the latest 
breaking news as it happens. 

Prime Minister's Questions - Live coverage of PMQ's from the House of Commons 
without comment or interruption. 

Afternoon Live - Simon McCoy and the team with all the day's top stories, weather, 
business and sport and breaking news as it happens. Including news from the BBC's 
nations and regions, as well as the BBC's global network of correspondents. Rachel 
Horn/Ben Bland business? 


Pre-recorded programmes include: 


Newsnight - In-depth investigation and analysis of the stories behind the day's 
headlines with Evan Davis, Kirsty Wark and Emily Maitis. 

BBC World News America - Comprehensive news and analysis with Katty Kay. 
Broadcast from the BBC's Washington D.C. Studio (Sometimes shown live when 
broadcasting significant events) 

Click - A guide to gadgets, websites, games and computer industry news. 
Dateline London - Foreign correspondents based in London give their views on the 
week's international news. 

HARDtalk - Stephen Sackur talks to newsmakers and personalities from across the 
globe. 

Our World - Features the BBC's news programmes on current issues around the 
world. The documentaries are intended to showcase BBC journalism at its best. 
Reporters - A weekly showcase of reports from the BBC's global network of 
correspondents. 

Politics Europe - An in-depth look at the politics of Europe presented by Andrew Neil 
and Jo Coburn (only shown in Europe; also shown on BBC Parliament in the UK). 
The World Debate - The panels and contributing audiences discuss topical themes 
put to representatives from global politics, finance, business, the arts, media and 
other areas. 

Panorama - Current affairs programme, featuring interviews and investigative 
reports on a wide variety of subjects. 

The Editors - a monthly programme looking at what's happening in each editor's 
area. 

The Travel Show 

Inside Out England - A selection of stories from the regional programmes across 
England, presented by Elaine Dunkley. 

Witness - A monthly round up of BBC World's stories of global events told by the 
people who were there. 

Victoria Derbyshire Interviews - Uncut versions of the original stories, exclusive 
interviews with Victoria Derbyshire and Joanna Gosling. 


Previous BBC News programming includes Head 2 Head, Your News, E24, The Record 
Europe, STORYFix and News 24 Tonight, a weekday evening programme which ran from 
2005 to 2008, providing a round up of the day's news. 


2015 schedule changes| edit] 


As part of budget cuts, major changes to the channel were announced in late 2014/early 
2015. This included axing some bulletins and replacing them with Victoria 

Derbyshire and BBC Business Live with Sally Bundock and Ben Thompson in the 
morning. Outside Source with Ros Atkins - an "interactive" show already broadcast on 
BBC World News - aired Mondays-Thursday at (During major stories 18:00) and 21:00 
and a new edition of World News Today Friday-Sunday at 21:00 (During major stories 
19:00/20:00 Monday-Friday) adding to the 19:00 edition on BBC Four. HARDtalk was 
moved to 20:30 in May. The 00:00 edition was replaced on Sundays-Thursday 

with Newsday and on Friday-Saturday a standard edition of BBC World News. 


BBC World News shared programming( edit] 


Between 00:00-06:00 (weekdays) UK time, the channel simulcasts with its sister 
channel, BBC World News, for the first 25 minutes of each hour with world news shown 
all through the simulcasts. 


On 1 October 2007, BBC World News started broadcasting BBC World News 
America and World News Today at 00:00 and 03:00 GMT respectively. World News 
Today was simulcast on the BBC News channel at 03:00 GMT. BBC World News 
America used to be aired as a reduced length, time-delayed version at 00:30 GMT, 
with ABC World News Tonight with David Muir also being shown at 01:30 every 
Tuesday-Friday. 


From 13 June 2011, the weekday editions of BBC News at 01:00, 02:00, 03:00 and 04:00 
were replaced with Newsday. The programme acts as a morning news bulletin for 

the Asia-Pacific region and is broadcast as a double-headed news bulletin with Rico 
Hizon in Singapore and Babita Sharma in London. Asia Business Report and Sport 
Today are aired at the back of the first three hours of Newsday. But Newsday changed 
to 23:00-02:00 on BBC News a year later meaning Mike Embley presents Tuesday- 
Friday BBC World News 23:00-02:00 with Kasia Madera on Saturdays and Daniela 
Ritorto 00:00-06:00 Sunday, 02:00-05:00 Friday/Monday. 


BBC World News and World Business Report air at 05:00. This was previously known 
as The World Today, However, since November 2017 this has been rebranded as The 
Briefing and Business Briefing on both channels and in lieu of commercials seen on the 
international broadcasts, the presenters give a brief update on UK news for domestic 
audiences, litation needed) 


In June 2015, BBC News began simulcasting Outside Source with Ros Atkins on 
Mondays-Thursday at (During major stories 18:00) / at 21:00 and a new edition of World 
News Today Friday-Sunday at (during major stories Monday-Friday 19:00) 21:00. Since 
January 2017, they began simulcasting Beyond 100 Days (previously '100 Days and 100 
Days +) Monday to Thursday at 19:00, presented from London and Washington. During 
August, Beyond 100 Days is replaced by another edition of World News Today. 


Traditionally, during simulcasts in December, care has been taken to conceal the 
newsroom Christmas tree for international audiences. From 2015, the 21:00 bulletin has 
always been an edition of World News Today, replacing Outside Source with Ros Atkins. 


Sports([edit] 


Since 5 March 2012, sports bulletins come from the BBC Sport 
Centre in MediaCityUK in Salford Quays, where the sports network BBC Radio 5 Live is 
also based. 


Headlines are usually provided at 15 minutes past the hour with a full bulletin after the 
bottom-of-the-hour headlines. There are also extended sports bulletins per day, 
entitled Sportsday or Sport Today (when simulcasting with BBC World News) broadcast 
at 00:45, 01:45, 02:45, 03:45, 13:30, 18:30, 19:30 (weekends only), 22:30 (weekdays 
only). Each bulletin is read by a single sports presenter, with the exception of 
Saturday Sportsday, which is double headed. 


The channel's sports bulletins (internally known as Sport 24) have always had a 
separate, dedicated production gallery, which is also responsible for the graphics. 


Bulletins during BBC Breakfast are presented by Sally Nugent or Mike Bushell, with the 
latter also appearing on other sports bulletins on the channel. As of March 2012 the 
main sports presenters on the channel are Olly Foster, Katie Gornall, Katherine 
Downes, Damian Johnson, Andrew Lindsay and Jenny Culshaw. 


Until March 2012 bulletins came from the News Channel studio at the quarter to the 
hour. Presenters for bulletins on the channel have included: Reshmin 
Choudhury, Amanda Davies, Sean Fletcher, Olly Foster, Matt Gooderick, Lizzie 


Greenwood-Hughes, Celina Hinchcliffe, Rachael Hodges, Damian Johnson, Adnan 
Nawaz and Olympic gold medallist turned journalist Matthew Pinsent. 


BusinessS([edit] 


Before BBC News moved to Broadcasting House, an hourly business update was 
included during the weekday schedule from the BBC Business Unit. There were two 
shifts, from 08:30-14:00 and 14:00-23:00, presented by Penny Haslam, Maryam 
Moshiri, Ben Thompson, Adam Parsons, Susannah Streeter, Joe Lynam, Sara Coburn or 
Sally Eden. News Channel updates were usually broadcast at 40 minutes past the hour 
between 08:00 and 23:00. The 21:40 round-up was often earlier and the 22:40 bulletin 
is an extended round-up of the day's business news. Until May 2009, the business 
updates on the BBC News Channel were broadcast from one of the London Stock 
Exchange's studios in central London. From then until March 2013 the bulletins were 
provided from the channel's studio at BBC Television Centre. The business updates were 
axed in March 2013 as part of the BBC's Delivering Quality First plan. But after 
complaints returned in November 2013.24 


Stock market updates now only appear during the quarter-to-the-hour headlines. Rachel 
Horne is the main presenter from 13:30-18:00 with Vishala Sri-Pathma, Alice Baxter, 
Jamie Robertson, Aaron Heslehurst and Sally Bundock. There is normally an extended 
bulletin at 16:45 when the main business stories of the day are discussed on Afternoon 
Live. Bundock and Thompson present Business Live on weekdays at 08:30. Declan Curry 
presented Your Money, a weekly round-up on a Saturday morning. 


Rico Hizon or Sharanjit Leyl regularly present the main business stories during the early 
hours of the morning from Singapore during the BBC's Asia Business Report, which is 
simulcast from BBC World News. Alice Baxter and Sally Bundock present World Business 
Report. 


News presenters/[edit] 
Further information: List of BBC newsreaders and reporters 


e Sally Bundock The Briefing, Business Briefing, World Business Report, Business 
Live, BBC World News, The Papers 

e David Eades The Briefing, Business Briefing, World Business Report, Business 
Live, BBC World News, The Papers 

e Ben Thompson World Business Report, Business Live, BBC News 

e Aaron Heslehurst World Business Report, Business Live, The Papers 

e Simon McCoy BBC News at One, BBC News, Afternoon Live 

e Sophie Long BBC News 

e Ben Brown BBC News, BBC Weekend News, World News Today 

e Jane Hill BBC News, BBC News at One, BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten, The Film 
Review 

e Huw Edwards BBC News at Five, BBC News at Ten, BBC News Special, Election Night 

e Ros Atkins Outside Source 

e Katty Kay World News America & Newsday (the latter is when broadcasting from US 
during significant events), Beyond 100 Days 

e Christian Fraser BBC World News, World News Today, BBC News, Beyond 100 
Days, The Papers 

e Joanna Gosling Newsroom Live, Victoria Derbyshire with Joanna Gosling, BBC News 

e Annita McVeigh Newsroom Live, Victoria Derbyshire (Newsreader), BBC News, BBC 
World News 

e Julian Worricker BBC News, Victoria Derbyshire with Julian Worricker 

e Emily Maitlis BBC News at One, BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten, BBC 
News, Newsnight, Election Night 

e Clive Myrie BBC News at One, BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten, BBC News, The 
Papers & World News Today, Beyond 100 Days 

e Babita Sharma Newsday, BBC World News & World News Today 

e Kasia Madera Newsday, BBC World News, BBC News & World News Today 

e Rico Hizon Newsday & Asia Business Report 

e Sharanjit Leyl Newsday, BBC World News, World News Today & Asia Business Report 

e Mike Embley BBC World News 

e Maxine Mawhinney BBC News, BBC Weekend News, BBC World News, Victoria 
Derbyshire 

e Naga Munchetty BBC World News, Breakfast, Victoria Derbyshire, The Papers 

e Nicholas Owen BBC News, BBC Weekend News, The Papers 

e Martine Croxall BBC News, The Papers, World News Today 

e Victoria Derbyshire Victoria Derbyshire 

e Fiona Bruce BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten, BBC News 

e George Alagiah BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten 

e Sophie Raworth BBC News at One, BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten, BBC News 

e Kate Silverton BBC News at One, BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten, BBC News, BBC 
Weekend News, BBC World News 

e Reeta Chakrabarti BBC News at One, BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten, BBC 
News, BBC Weekend News, Newsroom Live, Victoria Derbyshire (Newsreader) 

e Mishal Husain BBC News at Six, BBC News at Ten, BBC News, BBC Weekend 
News, BBC World News, Election Night 


e Nuala McGovern Outside Source, World News Today 

e Alice Baxter BBC World News, World Business Report, Business Live World News 
Today, BBC Business, The Papers, Afternoon Live 

e Alpa Patel BBC World News, World News Today, Newsday 


Reliefiedit] 


e Chris Rogers BBC News, The Papers, Newsday, BBC World News, World News 
Today, Our World, Inside Out England 

e Philippa Thomas World News Today, Outside Source, Reporters 

e Tim Wilcox BBC News, BBC World News & World News Today 

e Shaun Ley BBC News, BBC Weekend News, The Papers 

e Gavin Grey BBC News, BBC World News, The Papers, Newsday, World News Today 

e Carole Walker BBC News, BBC Weekend News 

e Ben Bland BBC World News, BBC News, World News Today, Newsday, The 
Papers, BBC Business 

e Karin Giannone World News Today, Newsday, BBC World News 

e Maryam Moshiri BBC Business Live, World News Today, BBC News, BBC World 
News & World News Today 

e Tanya Beckett Business Live, World News Today 

e James Menendez BBC World News, The Papers, World News Today 

e Geeta Guru-Murthy BBC World News, World News Today 

e Lebo Diseko BBC World News, World News Today, Newsday 

e Reged Ahmad BBC World News, World News Today 

e Lukwesa Burak BBC News, BBC News at Five, BBC World News, Inside Out, World 
News Today 

e Samantha Simmonds World News Today 

e Carrie Gracie BBC News, Afternoon Live, BBC World News, World News 
Today, HARDtalk?5! 


Sally Bundock, Alice Baxter and Ben Thompson present Business Live and World 
Business Report. Ros Atkins presents 'Outside Source’. Philippa Thomas, Alpa Patel, 
Karin Giannone or Kasia Madera present World News Today on Weekdays on BBC 
Four and weekends on the channel. Rico Hizon and Sharanjit Leyl (Reporting from 
Singapore), Babita Sharma and Madera are the main overnight presenters on the 
channel, appearing on Newsday and generic BBC News bulletins. These programmes 
are simulcast with BBC World News and either BBC One or BBC Two. Madera, Ben 
Bland and Mike Embley regularly present 02:00-05:00 weekdays and 01:00-06:00 
weekends. Bundock or David Eades present The Briefing and Business Briefing on 
weekday mornings on the channel and BBC One. 


The simulcasting of the main national news bulletins has led to the presenters of those 
bulletins appearing on the channel and offer relief on the news channel including Huw 
Edwards, Victoria Derbyshire, Fiona Bruce, George Alagiah, Sophie Raworth, Kate 
Silverton and Mishal Husain. The main Breakfast presenters have also appeared on the 
channel since it was first launched as a simulcast programme in 2000, with the current 
presenters being Dan Walker, Louise Minchin, Charlie Stayt and Naga Munchetty. 


Thomas presents the BBC World News programme Reporters on the channel, 

while Gavin Esler presents Dateline London. Stephen Sackur appears on HARDtalk, 
which is aired weeknights and at weekends, while Zeinab Badawi, Carrie Gracie 

and Sarah Montague provide cover for him. Spencer Kelly presents the technology news 


programme Click. Newsnight host Evan Davis presents The Bottom Line. Lee 
McKenzie presents /nside F1 on Grand Prix weekend's. Tanya Beckett presents Talking 
Business and Witness. Ade Adepitan, Rajan Datar, Christa Larwood, Henry Golding and 
Carmen Robert present The Travel Show 


During a major news event one or more of the main news presenters may be sent to 
present live for the channel from the scene of the story, where they will conduct 
interviews with the people involved, question correspondents, introduce related reports 
and also give general information on the story, much as a reporter sent to cover a story 
would. The presenters often have expertise in the story they are sent to cover, for 
example channel presenters and former reporters Ben Brown and Clive Myrie were 
dispatched to Cairo and Tripoli during the Middle East uprisings. 


Presentation|[edit] 
Graphics(edit] 


BBC News theme 


= 


~— 


The BBC News title 
music by David Lowe 


Problems playing this file? 
See media help. 


The channel was criticised at launch for its style of presentation, with accusations of it 
being less authoritative than the BBC One news bulletins, with presenters appearing on- 
screen without jackets. Jenny Abramsky had originally planned to have a television 
version of the informal news radio channel BBC Radio 5 Live, or a TV version of Radio 4 
News FM both of which she had run. The bright design of the set was also blamed for 
this - one insider reportedly described it as a "car crash in a shower"! - and was subject 
to the network relaunch on 25 October 1999. The channel swapped studios with sister 
channel BBC World, moving to studio N8 within the newsroom, where it remained until 
2008. New music and title sequences accompanied this set change, following the look of 
newly relaunched BBC One bulletins. 


Graphics and titles were developed by the Lambie-Nairn design agency and were 
gradually rolled out across the whole of BBC News, including a similar design for 
regional news starting with Newsroom South East and the three 'BBC Nations' 

- Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. The similarity of main BBC News output was 
intended to increase the credibility of the channel as well as aiding cross-channel 
promotion.22 


A graphics relaunch in January 2007 saw the channel updated, with redesigned headline 
straplines, a redesigned ‘digital on-screen graphic’ and repositioned clock. The clock 
was originally placed to the left hand side of the channel name though following 
complaints that this could only be viewed in widescreen, it was moved to the right in 


February 2007.24 Bulletins on BBC World News and BBC One also introduced similar 
graphics and title sequences on the same day. 


In 2008, the graphics were again relaunched, using the style introduced in 2007 anda 
new colour scheme. The typeface of the on-screen text was changed from Helvetica to 
Gill Sans. 


In 2013 the graphics were changed again, to coincide with the move to New 
Broadcasting House. The typeface was changed back to Helvetica. 


These were updated again in July 2019 when the BBC redesigned its on-air look with the 
growth of Television viewing on Smartphones and Tablets. These included again 
redesigned, larger headline straplines sharply contrasting with the background (drawing 
criticism for obscuring content) using the BBC Reith typeface with larger text. Despite 
this, the 2008 titles and music continue to be used for the updated Local titles. 2 


The Lambert Reportiedit] 


The Lambert Report into the channel's performance in 2002 called upon News 24 to 
develop a better brand of its own, to allow viewers to differentiate between itself and 
similar channels such as Sky News. As a direct result of this, a brand new style across 
all presentation for the channel launched on 8 December 2003 at 09:00. Philip 

Hayton and Anna Jones were the first two presenters on the set, the relaunch of which 
had been put back a week due to previous power disruptions at Television Centre where 
the channel was based. The new designs also featured a dynamic set of titles for the 
channel; the globe would begin spinning from where the main story was taking place, 
while the headline scrolled around in a ribbon; this was occasionally replaced by the 
BBC News logo. The titles concluded with a red globe surrounded by a red stylised 
clamshell and BBC News ribbons forming above the BBC News logo. 


Bulletins on BBC One moved into a new set in January 2003 although retained the 
previous ivory Lambie-Nairn titles until February 2004. News 24 updated the title 
colours slightly to match those of BBC One bulletins in time for the 50th anniversary of 
BBC television news on 5 July 2004.22 


Countdown sequence{edit] 


The countdown since 2005 has shown the elements of journalism and production involved in 
bringing news stories to air (2013 version shown). 


An important part of the channel's presentation since launch has been the top of the 
hour countdown sequence, since there is no presentation system with continuity 
announcers so the countdown provides a link to the beginning of the next hour. A 
similar musical device is used on BBC Radio 5 Live, and mirrors the pips on BBC Radio 4. 


Previous styles have included a series of fictional flags set to music between 1997 and 
1999 before the major relaunch, incorporating the new contemporary music composed 


by David Lowe, and graphics developed by Lambie-Nairn. Various images, originally 
ivory numbers fully animated against a deep red background, were designed to fit the 
pace of the channel, and the music soon gained notoriety, and was often satirised and 
parodied in popular culture, perhaps most famously by comic Bill Bailey who likened the 
theme music to an "apocalyptic rave". Images of life around the UK were added in 
replacement later with the same music, together with footage of the newsroom and 
exterior of Television Centre. The 2003 relaunch saw a small change to this style with 
less of a metropolitan feel to the footage. 


A new sequence was introduced on 28 March 2005, designed and created by Red Bee 
Media and directed by Mark Chaudoir. The full version ran for 60 seconds, though only 
around 30 seconds were usually shown on air. The music was revised completely but 
the biggest change came in the footage used - reflecting the methods and nature of 
newsgathering, while a strong emphasis was placed on the BBC logo itself. Satellite 
dishes are shown transmitting and receiving red "data streams". In production of the 
countdown sequence, Clive Norman filmed images around the United Kingdom, Richard 
Jopson in the United States, while BBC News cameramen filmed images from Iraq, 
Beijing (Tiananmen Square), Bund of Shanghai, Africa, as well as areas affected by 

the 2004 Asian tsunami and others. 


The sequence has since seen several remixes to the music and a change in visuals to 
focus more on the well-known journalists, with less footage of camera crews and 
production teams. Changes have also seen the channel logo included during the 
sequences and at the end, as well as the fonts used for the time. The conclusion of the 
countdown was altered in 2008 to feature the new presentation style, rather than a 
data stream moving in towards the camera. Also in 2008, the graphic for the countdown 
changed, resembling BBC One Rhythm and Movement Idents, due to the logo being ina 
red square in inferior-left corner. 


To coincide with the move of BBC News to Broadcasting House, on 18 March 2013 the 
countdown was updated again along with several other presentation elements. Three of 
the most striking features of the new countdown include music performed by the BBC 
Concert Orchestra, a redesign of the "data streams" and the ending of the sequence no 
longer fading to the BBC News globe and logo, but instead stopping with a time-lapse 
shot outside the corporation's headquarters. The countdown was also extended to 87 
seconds, which was fully shown before the first hour from Broadcasting House. 


A full three-minute version of the countdown music was made available on BBC News 
Online and David Lowe's own website after a remix on 16 May 2006.24 


An international version of the countdown was launched on BBC World News on 5 
September 2005 featuring more international content and similar music. Various 
changes have been made to the music and visuals since then, with presentation 
following the style of BBC News. The visuals in the sequence were updated on 10 May 
2010. In June 2011, further imagery was added relating to recent events, including the 
conflict in Libya and views of outside 10 Downing Street. In January 2013, as part of the 
relocation of BBC News to Broadcasting House in Central London, BBC World News 
received a new countdown in the same style as the BBC News Channel's updated 
countdown, with some minor differences. 


See also[edit] 


EIGSBBC portal 


L) e Book: BBC Channels 
(UK) 


List of television stations in the United Kingdom 


e Sky News 
e ITV News Channel 


e ABC News Channel 
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External links[edit] 


e BBC News at BBC Online 
o BBC News channel stream at BBC Online via BBC News Online (available to UK 
viewers only - TV Licence required) 
o BBC News channel stream at BBC Online via BBC iPlayer (available to UK viewers 
only - TV Licence required) 


List of BBC newsreaders and reporters 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


See also: List of former BBC newsreaders and journalists 


BBC News employs many presenters and correspondents who appear across television, 
radio and contribute to BBC Online. BBC News provides television journalism to BBC 
One bulletins and the rolling news channels BBC World News and the BBC News 
Channel in the United Kingdom. In addition BBC News runs rolling news network BBC 
Radio 5 Live and the international BBC World Service. They also contribute to strands 
across BBC Radio 4 and bulletins on all radio networks. The BBC has over 200 
correspondents based both in the United Kingdom and abroad. 


Television news presenters[edit] 


It has been suggested that this section be split out into another 
+= article titled List of BBC TV Newsreaders. (Discuss) (September 
2017) 


BBC One and BBC TwoO(ledit] 


Many of the presenters below also work on other BBC News output, and some also work 
in other parts of the BBC. Other BBC News presenters also provide relief presentation on 
programmes broadcast on these channels. Not included in this list are presenters of the 
BBC News Channel programme BBC Newsroom Live which is simulcast on BBC Two. Also 
not included are presenters of BBC World News programmes that are simulcast 
overnight on BBC One and the 19:00 edition on BBC Four. 


Presenter Programme(s) 


BBC News at Six®*! 


; J BBC News at Six, BBC News at 
Fiona Bruce : A f 
, ree Ten, Question Time 
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Huw Edwards 
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Programme(s) 


BBC News at Ten, Election Night, State 


Occasions 


BBC Breakfast, BBC Weekend 
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Nine, BBC Newsroom Live, BBC 
Weekend News 


BBC News at Nine, BBC Newsroom 
Live, BBC Weekend News 
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Live, BBC Weekend News 
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Six, BBC News at Ten, BBC Weekend 


News 


Notes 


Chief presenter 


Relief Presenter 


Relief Presenter 


Presenter Image Programme(s) Notes 


Tere BBC Weekend News 
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Jon Kay 
Newsnight 


Emily Maitlis 
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Minchin 


Main Presenter & 


BBC Breakfast Relief Presenter 
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Munchett 


Clive Myrie 


AE BBC Weekend News 
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; E 7 


Kate 
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Norman. Victoria Derbyshire Relief Presenter 
Smith 

Charlie Stayt i BBC Breakfast 

Chloe Tilley ae Victoria Derbyshire?! Relief Presenter 


Dan Walker ang BBC Breakfast 


Presenter Image Programme(s) Notes 


Kirsty Wark Newsnight 


1 | 
BBC News Channel(edit] 


Many of the presenters below also work on other BBC News output, and some also work 
in other parts of the BBC. Other BBC News presenters also provide relief presentation on 
programmes broadcast on this channel. Not included in this list are the presenters of 
the programmes BBC Breakfast, Victoria Derbyshire as well as the BBC One bulletins 
that are simulcast on the channel. Also not included are presenters of the BBC World 
News programmes that are simulcast from 19:00 to 20:00, 21:00 to 22:00 and 00:00 to 
06:00 daily, unless they're mainly seen on the News Channel. 
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Programme(s) 


BBC News, Afternoon Live 
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News, World News Today 
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Live, BBC Weekend News 


BBC News, BBC Weekend News, BBC 
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BBC News, The Papers 


BBC World News, BBC News, The 
Papers 


BBC News, BBC Weekend News, BBC 
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Papers, BBC World News, World News 
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BBC News, BBC News at Five, The 
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BBC News 


Business and 
Relief Presenter 


Relief Presenter 


Relief 
Presenter! 


BBC World News(edit] 


Many of the presenters below also work on other BBC News output, and some also work 
in other parts of the BBC. Other BBC News presenters also provide relief presentation on 
programmes broadcast on this channel. Presenters who have normal shows and also 
Relief present have their relief shows in bold. 


Presenter 


Reged Ahmad 


Matthew 
Amroliwala 


Ros Atkins 


Tanya Beckett 


Ben Bland 


Sally Bundock 


David Eades 


Mike Embley 


Christian Fraser 


Programme Notes 


BBC World News Relief Presenter 


Global, Global Business 


Outside Source 


BBC World News, World News Today | Relief Presenter 


BBC World News, The Briefing, World 
News Today 


Relief Presenter 


The Briefing 


BBC World News, Global Relief Presenter 


BBC World News 


Beyond 100 Days 


Victoria Fritz 


Karin Giannone 


The Briefing Relief Presenter 


BBC World News, World News Today 


Presenter Programme 
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Lucy Grey BBC World News Relief Presenter 


Geeta Guru- 
Murthy 


Celia Hatton BBC World News Relief Presenter 


a Newsday Based in Singapore 
Asia Business Report 


Katty Ka Beyond 100 Days Based in Washington 


Newsday 
Sharanjit Leyl Based in Singapore 
Asia Business Report 


aca Madera Newsday, World News Today, BBC 
ee ae ae World News 
Nuala McGovern | BBC World News zs 
Iinea Meriena BBC World News Relief Presenter 


E BBC World News America, Beyond Based in Washington, Relief 
Jane O'Brien 
100 Days Presenter 


BBC World News, World News Today 


BBC World News, Impact Relief Presenter 


Presenter Programme Notes 


Simon Pusey BBC World News 
Chris Rogers BBC World News, World News Today | Relief Presenter 


Stephen Sackur | GMT 


Babita Sharma Newsday 


samantha. BBC World News, World News Today | Relief Presenter 
Simmonds 


Martin Stanford BBC World News, World News Today 


Impact, BBC World News, World 


Relief Pr nter 
News Today = 


Philippa Thomas 


Based in Washington Relief 


Laura Trevelyan | BBC World News America 
Presenter 


Lewis Vaughan- BBC World News, World News Today, Relanpracanter 


Jones Newsday 
Tim Willcox BBC World News, Impact, Global Relief Presenter 
Nada Tawfik BBC World News America Based in Washington 


Radio news presenters[edit] 


It has been suggested that this section be split out into another 
€+™ article titled List of BBC Radio Newsreaders. (Discuss) (September 
2017) 


BBC Radio 2[edit] 


Presenter Programme(s) 


Jeremy Vine |Jeremy Vine 


Harvey 
Cooken BBC News 


Tina Dahele Zoe Ball breakfast 
eaa show 


BBC Radio 4[edit] 


John 
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Martha 
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Carolyn Quinn 


Paddy 
O'Connell 


Mark Mardell The World This Weekend 


BBC Radio 5 Live{edit] 


Mickey Clark Wake Up to Money 
Rob Young 


Broadcasting House 


Nicky Campbell | 5 Live Breakfast 


Lucy Grey 


Presenter Programme(s) 


Chris Saturday Breakfast, Sunday Breakfast, In 
Warburton Short 


Eleanor Saturday Breakfast, The Friday Sports 
Oldroyd Panel 


Sunday Breakfast 
Jane Garvey and Peter Allen 
Afternoon Edition 

Kermode and Mayo's Film Review 


Tony Livesey 
5 Live Drive 


Phil Williams The Late News Hour 


Stephen Nolan | Stephen Nolan, Question Time Extra 


tm 
Rhod Sharp 
Up All Night 
Dotun Adebayo 
The Danny Baker Show 


Garry 
Richardson 


Joma Pienaar's Politics 


Adrian 
Goldberg 


Sportsweek 


5 Live Investigates 


Emma Barnett | 5 Live Daily 


BBC World Service[edit] 


Newsday 
Shelagh Fogarty Alternate 


Julian Worricker Weekend 


Andrew Peach Megs, Tne 
Newsroom, Weekend 
Nuala McGovern 
Outside Source 


Karin Giannone 


Owen Bennett- Alternate (on 
Jones rotation) 


ames 
Coomarasam 


James Menendez 


Newshour 
Lyse Doucet 


Razia Iqbal 


Julian Marshall 


Tim Franks 


Valerie Sanderson | The Newsroom 


Presenter Programme(s) Notes 


Rob Young 

Roger Hearing Business Matters 
Susannah Streeter 

Pooneh Ghoddoosi | BBC Partner Hub 


Reporters|edit] 


e» It has been suggested that this section be split out into another 
article titled List of BBC Reporters. (Discuss) (September 2017) 


Foreign correspondents(edit] 


The list below reflects correspondents' normal postings. During major international 
events, such as the Libyan crisis of 2011 and the Gaza conflict of 2014, foreign 
correspondents may be redeployed from their normal bases to cover such stories 
temporarily on a rota (when they are usually branded "World Affairs Correspondents" or 
when in Europe "Europe Correspondents"), before returning to their normal base. This 
can also happen to cover holidays mainly during July / August and over Christmas 
periods. 


World Affairs[ edit] Europe|[edit] 
Editor: Editor: 
e John Simpson e Katya Adler - Brussels 


Chief International Correspondent and Correspondents: 
Contributing Editor: 
e Kevin Connolly - Europe 
e Lyse Doucet ¢ Correspondent - Brussels 
e Andrew Plant 
- Brussels / Bristol (Normally based) 
> Paul Wesd e Hugh Schofield - Paris 


* Emily Buchanañ e Lucy Williamson - Paris 


Correspondents: 


Humphrey Hawksley 
Richard Galpin 


Mark Doyle - /nternational Development e 


Correspondent 

Naomi Grimley - Global Affairs 

Darrin Conway - Cameraman / 
Producer- Washington 

Stephanie Hegarty - Global Population 
Correspondent! 


US and Canada[edit] 
Editor: 


Jon Sopel - North America 
Editor - Washington 


Chief Political Correspondent: 


Gary O'Donoghue - Washington 


Correspondents: 


Katty Kay - Washington (BBC World 
News America Presenter) 


Laura Trevelyan - New York City (BBC 
World News America Presenter) 


Kim Ghattas - Washington 


Jenny Hill - Berlin 

Damien McGuinness - Berlin 
James Reynolds - Rome 
David Willey - Rome 

Nick Thorpe - Budapest 
Rob Cameron - Prague 
Anna Holligan - The Hague 
Steve Rosenberg - Moscow 
Sarah Rainsford - Moscow 
Jonah Fisher - Kiev 

Adam Fleming - Brussels 


Middle East edit] 
Editors: 


Jeremy Bowen 
Sebastian Usher - BBC World Service 


Correspondents: 


Barbara Plett-Usher - Washington (State, 


Department) 

Nick Bryant - New York City 
Chris Buckler- Washington” 
Sophie Long"*!- Los Angeles 
David Willis - Los Angeles / Washington 
Tom Brook - New York 

City (Entertainment) 

Michelle Fleury - New York City 
business correspondent 
Samira Hussain - Business 
Jane O'Brien - Washington? 
Aleem Maqbool221 

Peter Bowes - Los Angeles"?! 


Latin America| edit] 


Correspondent: 


Wyre Davies - Rio de Janeiro 
Will Grant - Havana 
Katy Watson - Sao Paulo 


Jim Muir - Beirut 

Martin Patience - Beirut 
Rami Ruhayem - Beirut 
Lina Sinjab - Beirut 

Orla Guerin - Cairo 

Mark Lowen - Istanbul 
Tom Bateman - Jerusalem 
Quentin Sommerville 


Africa| edit] 
Editor: 


Fergal Keane 


Correspondent: 


` a e 
Daniel Gallas - Business Correspondent ; 


Anne Soy - Senior Correspondent 
Arwa Barkallah - West Africa 
Correspondent - Dakar” 

Bassam Bounenni - North Africa 
Correspondent - Tunis" 

Karen Allen - Johannesburg!" 
Andrew Harding - Johannesburg 
Emmanuel Igunza - Ethiopia!” 
Alastair Leithead - Nairobi 

Rana Jawad - North Africa 
Correspondent - Tunis 

Lerato Mbele ¢ - Cape Town (Business) 
Mayeni Jones - Lagos - Nigerians 
Tomi Oladipo - Africa Security 


Correspondent#24 


Asia| edit] 
Asia Pacific Editor: 


Celia Hatton 


Editors: 


Rebecca Henschke - /ndonesia 
Editor - Jakarta?” 


Correspondents: 


Nick Beake - Myanmar 
Correspondent - Yangon, Myanmar?!) 
Laura Bicker - Seoul!22} 

Soutik Biswas - /ndia Correspondente 
Robin Brant - Shanghai2 

Sameer Hashmi - Mumbai (Business) 
Jonathan Head - South East Asia 
Correspondent - Bangkok 

Rico Hizon # - Singapore (Asia Business 
Report, Newsday) 

Jonathan Head - South East Asia 
Correspondent - Bangkok 

Howard Johnson - Philippines?” 
Secunder 

Kermani - Afghanistan & Pakistan? 
Juliana Liu - Hong Kong 

David Loyn - Kabul 

Sanjoy Majumder - Delhi bureau 
Stephen McDonell - Beijing 

Justin Rowlatt - South Asia 
Correspondent ?- Delhi 

John Sudworth - Beijing?” 

Rajini Vaidyanathan - South Asia 
Correspondent - Delhi’?! 

Rupert Wingfield-Hayes - Tokyo 
Mariko Oi - Singapore / Toyko 


Australia| edit] 


Hywel Griffith - Sydney 
Phil Mercer - Sydney 


UK and Ireland correspondents(edit] 


World Affairs Correspondent(edit] North of England[edit] 
e Clive Myrie e Judith Moritz 


Danny Savage 


lreland[ edit] 

e Chris Page 

e Emma Vardy22 
Scotland[edit] 
Editor: Sarah Smith 
Correspondents: 


e Glenn Campbell 
e Lorna Gordon 


Wales|edit] 


e Sian Lloyd 
e Tomos Morgan 


e Ed Thomas 
e Dan Johnson - Victoria Derbyshire 


Midlands|[edit] 


e Sima Kotecha 
Eastern England[edit] 


e Mark Worthington 
South of England[edit] 


e Duncan Kennedy 
West of England[edit] 


e Jon Kay 


Specialist correspondents/[edit] 


Political[edit] 
Editor: 


e Laura Kuenssberg 
Deputy Editor: 


e John Pienaar 


Assistant Editor: 


e Norman Smith 


Chief Political Correspondent: 


e Vicki Young 


e Gary O'Donoghue - Washington 


Correspondents: 


e Ross Hawkins 

e lain Watson 

e Chris Mason®0e1 

e Ben Wright 

e Eleanor Garnier 

e Alex Forsythe% 

e Mark Lobel 

e Susana Mendonça! 

e Leila Nathoo®4! 

e Jonathan Blake® 

e Rob Watson BBC World News 
e Nick Eardley Scotland 


Health| edit] 
Editor: 


e Hugh Pym 
Correspondents: 


e Tulip Mazumdar - Global Health 
e Fergus Walsh - Medical 

e Nick Triggle 

e Sophie Hutchinson 

e Dominic Hughes 

e Jane Dreaper 

e Adam Brimelow 


Social Affairs[edit] 
LGBT Correspondent: 


e Ben Hunte" 
Correspondent: 


e Michael Buchanan 
e Alison Holta 


Free Disability Correspondent: 


e Nikki Fox - MediaCityUK 
Community Affairs Correspondent: 


e Adina Campbella 


National Editors: 


e Mark Devenport - Political 
Editor, Northern Ireland 
e Nick Servini - Political Editor, Wales 
e Brian Taylor - Political Editor, Scotland 


Parliamentary| edit] 


e Mark D'Arcy 
e Esther Webber 


Education| edit] 
Editor: 


e Branwen Jeffreys 
Correspondent: 


e Sean Coughlan - Education and 
Familya 
e Elaine Dunkley#2! 


Home Affairs| edit] 
Editor: 


e Mark Easton 
Correspondents: 


e Daniel Sandford 
e Danny Shaw 

e Tom Symonds 

e June Kelly 

e Dominic Casciani 


Security[edit] 


e Frank Gardner 
e Gordon Corera 


Defence[edit] 


e Jonathan Beale 


e Jonathan Marcuse 
Diplomatic and Royalļ[ edit] 
Editor: 


e James Robbins 


Correspondents: 


Legal Affairs[edit] 


e Clive Coleman 
Religious Affairs| edit] 


e Martin Bashir 
Transport([ edit] 


e Tom Burridge“! 
Technology[edit] 
Editor: 


e Rory Cellan-Jones 


Correspondent: 


e Dave Lee - North America Technology 
Reporter 
e Richard Westcott - Science and Tech"! 


Science[edit] 
Editor: 


e David Shukman 


Correspondents: 


e Pallab Ghosh 

e Roger Harrabin - Environment Analyst 

e Matt McGrath - Environments% 

e Claire Marshall - Environment and Rural 
Affairs® 

e Rebecca Morelle - Global Science 

e Victoria Gill - Global Science! 

e Richard Westcott - Science and Tech! 


Arts| edit] 
Editor: 


e Will Gompertz 
e Amol Rajan - Media! 


Correspondents: 


e Rebecca Jones 

e Nick Higham  - Meet the Author 
presenter 

e Lizo Mzimba - Entertainment 

e David Sillito - Media and Arts 


e James Landale - Diplomatic 

e Caroline Hawley - Diplomatic?#! 
e Paul Adams - Diplomatic 

e Jonathan Marcus - Diplomatic®#! 
e Jonny Dymond - Royal 

e Nicholas Witchell - Royal 

e Daniela Relph - Royal 

e Sarah Campbell - Royat» 


Business and Economics[edit] 
Editors: 


e Simon Jack - Business 


e Faisal Islam - Economics“! 
Correspondents: 


e joe Lynam - Business 

e Andrew Verity - Economics 

e Andrew Walker - Economics! 
e Emma Simpson - Business 

e Jonty Bloom - Business 


e Simon Gompertz - Personal and Finance 


e Theo Leggett - International Business! 


News correspondents| edit] 
News Editor and Chief Correspondent: 


e Gavin Hewitt 
Special Correspondents: 


e Robert Hall 
e Lucy Manning 


Reporters: 


e Mark Savage - Music 
Sport([ edit] 
Editor: 


e Dan Roan - MediaCityUK 
Chief F1 Correspondent 


e Andrew Benston 
Correspondents: 


e Unknown Replacement (David Ornstein) 
[55] 


e Natalie Pirks 

e Andy Swiss 

e Katie Gornall®# 

e Joe Wilson®4 

e Laura Lambert’ 


Contributing Editors| edit] 


e Reeta Chakrabarti 
Film Maker / Producers| edit] 
‘Editor of BBC Pop Up' 


e Benjamin Zand 


‘Cameraman / Producer' 


e Darrin Conway - Washington 


Correspondents: 


e Christian Fraser @ - Senior 
Correspondent 

e Ben Geoghegan 

e Sangita Myska 

e Philippa Thomas @ - World Affairs 

e Andrew Plant @ - Bristol 

e Keith Doyle 

e Richard Lister 

e Dan Johnson - North of England 

e Jon Donnison 

e Lisa Hampelésa 

e Helena Leesa 


Joe Miller 


Programme correspondents(/edit] 


Daily Politics 


Today 


e Giles Dilnot Matthew Price - Chief Correspondent 
Newsnight Sanchia Berg 


Nicholas Watt - Political Editor 

Chris Cook - Policy Editor 

Helen Thomas - Business Editor 

Mark Urban - Diplomatic and Defence 
Editor 


Sima Kotecha 

Tom Bateman 

Zoe Conway 

Tom Feilden 

Nicola Stanbridge 

Rob Young (broadcaster) 


e David Grossman - Culture and The World at One / PM 


Technology Editor 

e Gabriel Gatehouse - Foreign e Hugh Sykes 
Correspondent 

e Richard Watson - Security 
Correspondent 


Victoria Derbyshire 


e Aaron Heslehurst - Business 
e Ben Thompson - Business 

e Hugh Woozencroft - Sport 

e Jessica Creighton - Sport 


e Jim Reed 
e James Longman 
e Catrin Nye 


e Dan Johnson - North of England 
e Benjamin Zand - Film maker / Producer 
e Nicola Beckford 


Segment presenters[edit] 


BBC News employs a number of business and sports presenters to anchor sections of 
news programmes. 


Sportiedit] 


Presenter Regular shifts 


Vassos Alexander The Chris Evans Breakfast Show 


Rob Bonnet Today 


Presenter Regular shifts 


Mike Bushell BBC Breakfast, BBC News Channel!! 


Reshmin Chowdhury | BBC World News, BBC News Channel 


Russell Fuller BBC World Service, 5 Live 


Karthi Today, 5 Live, BBC News Channel, BBC Weekend News, Saturday 
Gnanasegaram Sportsday, BBC Breakfast 


Lizzie Greenwood- 
Hughes 


BBC News Channel, BBC Weekend News, Saturday Sportsday 


Damian Johnson BBC News Channel 
Jonathan Legard Today, 5 Live, BBC News Channel 
Garry Richardson 


Tulsen Tollett BBC World News 


Olly Foster 
Will Perry 


Hugh Woozencroft 
Jessica Creighton 


Nick Marshall- 
McCormack 
Katherine Downes 


BusinessS([edit] 


: ae Relief 
Alice Baxter BBC World News & Business Briefing 
presenter 


y Bundock | BBC World News and World Business Report Reier 
presenter 

y Clark Wake Up to Money, 5 Live Breakfast 

BBC World News 

pesan cuy BBC News Channel, Radio 5 Live 


Victoria Fritz BBC Breakfast, BBC World News, BBC News Channel 


Aaron Talking Business with Aaron Heslehurst, BBC World 
Heslehurst News, BBC News Channel, Victoria Derbyshire 


Asia Business Report, World Business Report 
Rachel Horne | BBC News Channel 


Dominic 
Laurie 


BBC Breakfast, Money Box 


Sharanjit Leyl | Asia Business Report, World Business Report 


BBC Breakfast, Radio 5 Live 


Lerato Mbele | Africa Business Report 


deon BBC Breakfast 


McGovern presenter 


Maryam 
Moshiri 


BBC News Channel, BBC World News 


Vishala Sri 
Pathma 


Sean 


; Wake Up to Money, BBC Breakfast 
Farrington 


a BBC World News, BBC Business, BBC News Channel Relief 
Robertson See en 


Susannah 


BBC News Channel, BBC World News 
Streeter 


Ben BBC Breakfast, BBC World News, BBC Business, BBC News | Relief 
Thompson Channel, Victoria Derbyshire presenter 


Weather forecasters[edit] 


BBC Weather is delivered by a team of Met Office broadcast meteorologists to deliver 
forecasts across its range of television and radio services. Most forecasters work across 
all mediums and shifts. 


e Philip Avery 
e Darren Bett 
e Stav Danaos 
e Chris Fawkes 
e Alina Jenkins 


e Sarah Keith-Lucas 
e Simon King 

e Carol Kirkwood 

e Louise Lear 

e Lucy Martin 


e Nick Miller 
e Susan Powell 
e Ben Rich 


e Tomasz Schafernaker 
e Matt Taylor 
e Helen Willetts 


Programme presenters|edit] 


Presenter Programme(s) 


Nima Abu- 
Wardeh 


Talking Movies, Talking Television 
Jane Hill The Film Review 


Middle East Business Report 


Sophie Ikenye | Focus on Africa 
Lukwesa Burak | Focus on Africa 
Lerato Mbele In Business Africa 


Nancy 
Kacungira 


In Business Africa 


Mark Kermode | The Film Review 


ae = 
Ade Adepitan The Travel Show m 


Benjamin Zand | The Travel Show, Our World 


The Bottom Line 
Lerato Mbele Africa Business Report 
Spencer Kelly Click 
Naga Sunday Morning Live 
Munchetty 
: Andrew Neil Interviews..., Daily Politics, Politics 
Andrew Neil 2 ; Sam 
ar a rears Europe, Newsnight, This Week 


Daily Politics, Politics Europe 
Sarah Smith Sunday Politics 
Zeinab Badawi 


HARDtalk 


Stephen 
Sackur 


Rob Bonnet HARDtalk Extra Time 


- — 
The Doha Debates 

The Andrew Marr Show 

Jom sina pson BBC News: The Editors 

Talking Business 


David 
Coulthard 


Stacey Dooley | Stacey Dooley Investigates (Shown on BBC Three) 
Tanya Beckett | Witness, Talking Business 


Meet the Author 


Inside F1, F1: Behind the Wheel 


Rebecca Jones 


Chloe Tilley World Have Your Say*! 


See also[edit] 


e HESBBC portal 


e List of former BBC newsreaders and journalists 


e Category:British journalists 
o Category:British television journalists 
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List of former BBC newsreaders and 
journalists 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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The BBC has employed many journalists and newsreaders to present its news 
programmes as well as to provide news reports and interviews. The following list names 
individuals who are no longer employed by the BBC in its news division BBC News. 


Afedit] — 


Christa Ackroyd - main presenter on Look North from 2001 until 2013. She had 
previously been a presenter on Yorkshire Television's Calendar during the 1990s. 
Kate Adie - chief news correspondent for BBC News during which time she became 
well known for reporting from war zones around the world - her first major 
assignment was reporting on the Iranian Embassy siege in London in 1980. She 
currently presents 'From Our Own Correspondent' on BBC Radio 4. 

Robin Aitken - BBC journalist since 1978. Left in 2005, ending his career on BBC 
Radio 4's The Today Programme. Aitken published Can We Trust the 

BBC? (Continuum Press) in February 2007, which asserted the BBC was guilty of an 
"unconscious, institutionalised Leftism" 

Kay Alexander - main presenter on Midlands Today. She retired in 2012 after 
nearly 40 years of continuous service. 

Kenneth Allsop - reporter for Tonight in the 1960s. He died in 1973. 

Marjorie Anderson - leading BBC radio broadcaster on the World War II BBC 
Forces Programme, and from 1945 on the BBC Light Programme. She died in 1999. 
Alice Arnold - newsreader, mainly on BBC Radio 4 from 2004 to 2012. She is 
married to sports presenter Clare Balding. 

Michael Aspel - one of the early BBC Television newsreaders, together with Robert 
Dougall, Richard Baker and Kenneth Kendall. He has since hosted This is Your 

Life and Antiques Roadshow and he hosted the children's 

programmes Crackerjack and Ask Aspel during the 1970s, as well as quizzes such 
as Give Us a Clue and Child's Play during the 1980s. 

Mark Austin - former BBC journalist and Sports Correspondent for BBC News, from 
1982 to 1986. He joined ITN in 1986 as Sports Correspondent. Now a US 
correspondent for Sky News. 


B[edit] 


Terry Baddoo - reporter and presenter on Newsround during the late-1980s. He 
later worked as a sports presenter and reporter on BBC Breakfast and BBC World. 
Brian Baines - main presenter and announcer on BBC Look North during the 1970s 
and 1980s, eventually retiring from the programme in 1988. He died in 2006. 
Richard Baker - first to read the BBC Television News in 1954 (in voiceover). He 
continued to work as a newsreader until his retirement in 1982. He also presented 
the BBC's coverage of the Proms, as well as Start The Week and ‘Baker's Dozen’ on 
Radio 4, in addition to narrating the children's series Teddy Edward and Mary, 
Mungo and Midge for the BBC. He died in 2018. 

Joan Bakewell - worked on BBC Radio 4 and Newsnight on BBC Two. She also 
presented Late Night Line Up during the 1960s and Heart of the Matter during the 
1980s. 

Matt Barbet - presenter on BBC London and previously Radio 1's Newsbeat until he 
moved to Five News in October 2007. 


Michael Barratt - main anchor on Nationwide from 1969 until 1977, having 
previously worked as a reporter on Midlands Today. He also presented a number of 
other television and radio programmes, including Songs of Praise and Gardeners' 
Question Time. He is married to fellow-former Nationwide presenter Dilys Morgan. 
Brian Barron - long-serving BBC foreign correspondent, reporting from many war- 
zones and trouble-spots around the world during the 1980s and 1990s. He died in 
2009. 

Paul Barry - reporter and presenter on The Money 

Programme, Newsnight and Panorama from 1978 until 1986. He then moved to 
Australia, where he has since continued his journalistic career. 

Raymond Baxter - long-serving presenter and commentator on many 

significant BBC outside broadcasts, usually alongside Richard Dimbleby, most 
notably the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth Il in 1953 and the funerals of King George 
VI and Winston Churchill in 1952 and 1965 respectively. He was best known as the 
main presenter on Tomorrow's World from 1965 until 1977. He died in 2006. 

Sue Beardsmore - long-serving presenter of the regional news programme for the 
Midlands: Midlands Today, from 1983 until 2003. 

Bruce Belfrage - announcer and newsreader on BBC Radio during the Second 
World War. He became famous for having read the nine o'clock news on 15 October 
1940 when Broadcasting House was hit by a German bomb: Belfrage carried on as if 
nothing had happened. He died in 1974. 

Martin Bell - prolific world affairs correspondent covering many conflicts in 30 
years as a reporter until leaving the BBC in 1997 to become a politician 

Chris Bickerton - Legendary presenter of the BBC World Service programme Focus 
on Africa for 30 years in the 1970s and 80s. He died in 2002. 

Rachael Bland - originally worked as a presenter on BBC Radio Wiltshire, before 
moving to BBC Radio 5 Live and to the BBC News Channel, where she worked as a 
relief and weekend presenter. In 2011, she became a main presenter on BBC North 
West Tonight, while continuing to work on Radio 5 Live. She died in August 2018, 
following a well-publicised battle with breast cancer. 

Jasmine Bligh - one of the first three BBC Television Service presenters in the 
1930s. She died in 1991. 

Claire Bolderson - presented Newshour on BBC World Service and The World 
Tonight on BBC Radio 4. Left on 20 March 2012 

Jennie Bond - main co-presenter of the Six O'Clock News and royal correspondent 
for BBC News for 13 years until 2003. 

Anna Botting - originally worked for Granada Television, before becoming a 
reporter for BBC North in 1991, and then a main presenter on Look North. She left in 
1995 to become a presenter on Sky News, where she continues to work to this day. 
She is the daughter of Louise Botting. 

Louise Botting CBE - presenter of BBC Radio 4 Money Box from 1977 to 1992. She 
is the mother of Anna Botting. 

Frank Bough - long-serving presenter on Nationwide and the first main anchor 

on Breakfast Time. He was also the main anchor on Grandstand during the 1970s 
and early-1980s and he later hosted the BBC's Holiday programme. 

Chris Brasher - athlete, and reporter for Tonight in the 1960s. He died in 2003. 
Julian Bray - was a freelance news and currant affairs, lifestyle broadcaster from 
1970 to 1984, on various programmes including BBC Late Light Extra on the =BBC 
Light Programme, BBC World Service and BBC Radio London. Julian still broadcasts 
live for the BBC as an accredited Aviation and Aviation Security expert from his 
home ISDN broadcast studio in Peterborough, Cambridgeshire. 


Fern Britton - originally worked for Westward Television, before joining the BBC in 
the early 1980s as a newsreader on News After Noon and Breakfast Time. She later 
went on to host Ready Steady Cook, This Morning and That's What | Call Television 
Michael Buerk - originally a reporter, most notably on the Ethiopian famine in 
1984, and later a newsreader; presenter of the Ten O'Clock bulletin from 2000 to 
2003. 

Roland Buerk - former BBC Tokyo Correspondent, and son of Michael Buerk. 

Paul Burden - business reporter on 'Look North Manchester’, which later became 
‘Look North West' and then North West Tonight, during the 1970s. He became a BBC 
national newsreader and financial journalist in 1983, remaining in these roles until 
1999. He also presented the Today programme and PM on BBC Radio 4. 

Sir Alastair Burnet - presenter and reporter on Panorama and General Election 
coverage during the early 1970s: he also presented coverage of Princess 

Anne and Captain Mark Phillips’ wedding in 1973. He rejoined ITN in 1976 as a main 
anchor on News at Ten, remaining there until his retirement in 1991. He died in 
2012. 

Gordon Burns - was the main anchor on North West Tonight from 1997 until his 
retirement in 2011. He had previously worked for Ulster Television in his native 
Belfast and he also worked on Granada Reports and World in Action (during his 
career, he interviewed no fewer than eight British Prime Ministers), but he is best 
known as the long-serving host of the prestigious ITV quiz The Krypton Factor from 
1977 to 1995. Other quizzes he has hosted include ‘Password’, 'A Word in Your Ear' 
and ‘Relatively Speaking’. 


Cledit] 


Sue Cameron - presenter of Newsnight during the 1990s. She has also 

presented Channel Four News. 

Sue Carpenter - relief co-presenter on 'News After Noon' and on Breakfast 

Time during the 1980s and was also a main presenter on Points West. She later 
joined ITN. 

Tom Carver - held various posts as foreign correspondent, before becoming 
Washington D.C. correspondent for eight years. Now works for Control Risks Group 
Jonathan Charles - presented BBC World News, BBC News, and World News Today. 
He has also presented for BBC World News from the World Economic Forum in 
Davos, Switzerland, as well as HARDta/lk, and BBC World Service programmes. 
Charles was a world affairs correspondent for the BBC, reporting from many conflict 
zones, including Iraq, Afghanistan, and Chechnya, as well as natural disasters, and 
the Beslan school siege. During his career as a journalist, Charles was based in 
several countries including Belgium, France, Germany and the USA. Now works as 
Director of Communications at the EBRD 

Michael Charlton - reporter and interviewer on Panorama 1962 - 1976. He also 
appeared on Newsnight and other BBC programmes. 

Christopher Chataway - athlete, and reporter on Panorama from 1956: he was 
also an ITN newscaster during its early days. He died in 2014. 

Adrian Chiles - presenter on Working Lunch from 1994 to 2007 and an occasional 
relief presenter on BBC Breakfast. He is probably best known as the former main co- 
host of The One Show, which he left to present ITV's Daybreak. 

Nick Clarke - presenter of The World at One on BBC Radio 4 from 1994 until he 
died of cancer in 2006. He also worked front of camera on The Money 

Programme, Newsnight (both BBC2) and The World This Weekend (Radio 4). 


Gordon Clough - former BBC journalist and presenter of BBC Radio 4's The World 
This Weekend, PM, The World at One and Round Britain Quiz, the latter of which he 
was also the question-setter. Formerly worked for the BBC Russian Service, and 
spoke fluent Russian. He died in 1996. 

Pattie Coldwell - presenter and reporter on Nationwide: she also presented Open 
Air, Loose Women and Radio 4's You and Yours. She died in 2002. 

John Cole - the BBC's political editor between 1981 and 1992. Died 2013. 

Michael Cole (public relations) - joined the BBC in 1969 as a presenter and 
reporter on Look East. He then moved on to the national news, working in various 
reporting roles, and later as the BBC's Royal Correspondent during the 1980s. He 
left the BBC in 1988 in order to become the director of public affairs at Harrods. 
Stephen Cole - presenter on BBC World and of technology programme Click 
Online. Now with Al Jazeera English. 

Roger Cook (journalist) - joined BBC Radio 4's The World At One in 1968 asa 
presenter and reporter and later worked on PM, Newsnight and Nationwide. He is 
best known for his long-running investigative ITV series The Cook Report, which ran 
from 1987 until 1998. 

Sue Cook - regular presenter on various current affairs programmes, 

including Nationwide and Breakfast Time, during the 1980s and 1990s. She has also 
presented a number of other programmes, including Children in Need, Pebble Mill at 
One and Crimewatch. 

Alistair Cooke - broadcaster, presented Letter from America until October 2004, he 
died later in the same month. 

Elizabeth Cowell - one of the first three presenters, from when the BBC Television 
Service started in 1936, and returned after the war in 1946. She died in 1998. 

Tom Coyne - was the main anchor on Midlands Today during the 1970s. He also 
worked for Tyne Tees Television in his native Newcastle upon Tyne and as a reporter 
on Nationwide. He died in 2015. 

John Craven - long-serving eponymous presenter of the pioneering children's news 
programme John Craven's Newsround from 1972 to 1989 - the programme was 
later renamed Newsround. He was also a regular co-presenter on Multicoloured 
Swap Shop and Saturday Superstore during this period. He left in 1989 to become 
the main anchor on Countryfile, which he still presents to this day. Prior 

to Newsround, he had worked for the BBC on Look North in Newcastle upon Tyne 
and Points West in Bristol. 

Vivien Creegor - main presenter on Points West during the 1980s. She also 
presented a number of other news bulletins on BBC Television and also on Radio 4. 
She left in 1988 to join the then-fledgling Sky News. 

Rob Curling - main co-presenter and sports presenter on London Plus, which later 
became Newsroom South East, during the late 1980s and throughout the 1990s. He 
also hosted the popular BBC daytime quiz show Turnabout from 1990 until 1996. He 
is now a sports presenter on Sky News. 

Declan Curry - joined the BBC in 1994, working on BBC News, the BBC News 
Channel and on Breakfast, in which he regularly reported on happenings within 

the London Stock Exchange and other business news. He later became a presenter 
on Working Lunch from 2008 until 2014. 


Dledit] 


James Dagwell - presenter and reporter for the BBC News Channel and BBC World 
News from 2007 to 2011. 


Nasteh Dahir - foreign correspondent for the BBC in Somalia, murdered in 2008. 
Jill Dando - originally a presenter on Spotlight before becoming a presenter of 
various national BBC News programmes, as well as others 

including Holiday and Crimewatch until her murder in 1999. 

Sammy Darko - has worked across most media platforms from TV, Radio and 
Online for BBC World™ and BBC Domestic audience. 

Jason Dasey - Australian sports presenter on BBC World News between 1994 and 
1997, including Newsday with Philip Hayton. Would later join CNN International. 
David Davies - main anchor on Midlands Today from 1989 until 1994. He had 
previously worked for BBC Wales, Nationwide, Newsnight and Songs of Praise. He 
later worked in various senior roles within the Football Association from 1994 until 
2006. 

William Davis - economics broadcaster and commentator. One of the original 
presenters of The Money Programme and BBC Radio 4's The World at One. He died 
in 2019. 

Sir Robin Day - political broadcaster and commentator, presenter of Question 
Time (1979-89). He died in 2000. 

Frank Delaney - BBC correspondent in Dublin during the early 1970s, mainly 
reporting on the Troubles. He later hosted various literary programmes on both 
television and radio and was himself a much-published author. He died in 2017. 
Jack de Manio - announcer on the BBC's Home Service during the 1950s. He then 
became the main anchor on Today from 1958 until 1971. He died in 1988. 

Anne Diamond - originally worked as a reporter for BBC West during the 1970s, 
before becoming a presenter and reporter on ATV Today, which later 

became Central News. She then returned to the BBC as a co-presenter on News 
After Noon and a reporter on Nationwide, but later joined TVam as its main co- 
anchor, alongside Nick Owen. The pair went on to host their own BBC chat show, 
‘Good Morning With Anne and Nick’, from 1992 until 1996. 

Richard Dimbleby - BBC's first war correspondent, and then its leading TV news 
commentator in the 1950s and 1960s, as the presenter of Panorama. He was the 
main commentator, usually alongside Raymond Baxter, on many significant outside 
broadcasts, most notably The Queen's Coronation in 1953 and Sir Winston 
Churchill's funeral in 1965: he died later that latter year. He was the father of David 
Dimbleby and Jonathan Dimbleby. 

Peter Donaldson - long-serving newsreader and announcer on BBC Radio 4. He 
died in 2015. 

Mike Donkin - joined the BBC in 1975, originally working on Radio 4's Today, then 
on BBC Television News as their World Affairs Correspondent throughout subsequent 
decades. He died in 2007, following a short illness. 

Robert Dougall - one of the first BBC Television newsreaders along with Richard 
Baker and Kenneth Kendall. Later a presenter of programmes for people in 
retirement. He died in 1999. 

Alan Douglas - main presenter and correspondent on Reporting Scotland from 
1978 to 1996. He left to join Scottish Television. 

Komla Dumor - presenter on BBC World News and BBC News Channel until he 
suddenly died on 18 January 2014. He was the first presenter of Focus on 

Africa which he presented until the day before his death. 

John Dunn (radio presenter) - announcer on BBC domestic radio during the 
1960s, and later on Radio 1. He also worked as an announcer and newsreader on 
Radio 4 during the mid-1970s, but was best-known for his long-running drive time 
Radio programme, which began in 1976. He died in 2004. 


E[edit] 


e Chris Eakin - he was presenter of Look North from 1990 to 1997, presented on 
the BBC News Channel from 1997 to 2015, including many reports from Northern 
Ireland in the early part of this period and occasional appearances on BBC Weekend 
News from 2013 to 2015. 

e John Edmunds - TV newsreader from September 1968 until September 1973, and 
then again in October 1974 and between September 1979 and June 1981. He also 
presented the BBC's regional London TV magazine, Town And Around in 1968/1969 

e Gwenan Edwards- presented on the BBC News Channel from 2000 to 2007. Before 
that she co-anchored BBC Newsroom South East from 1993 to 2000. She presented 
for BBC World News from 1994 to 1996. She also presented BBC UK Today until it 
was discontinued. 

e Sara Edwards - main presenter on Wales Today during the 1990s and early-2000s, 
leaving the programme in 2007. She had previously worked for Capital Radio, Radio 
4 and HTV West. 

e Polly Elwes - reporter on the BBC news programme Tonight from 1959 to 1962. 
She died in 1987. She was married to the television executive and sports 
presenter Peter Dimmock. 

e Gavin Esler - joined the BBC in 1977 and worked as a regional reporter in Northern 
Ireland, presenter on Newsroom South East in the mid-1980s, and the BBC's 
Washington correspondent in 1989. He was one of the launch presenters on the BBC 
News Channel, then known as BBC News 24, in 1997, co-presenting the very first 
show with Sarah Montague. He was also a main presenter on Newsnight 2003-2014, 
a presenter on BBC News at Five, The Film Review and Dateline London, 2008-2017. 

e Julie Etchingham - presenter on Newsround during the mid-1990s. She later 
joined Sky News and Five News, but has been a main presenter on ITV News since 
2008. 


Fledit] 


e Bernard Falk - regular reporter and presenter on 24 Hours during the 1960s 
and Nationwide during the 1970s. He also presented Start The Week on Radio 4 and 
the BBC's early-1980s challenge quiz Now Get Out of That. He died in 1990. 

e Lynn Faulds Wood - presenter on Breakfast Time from 1984 to 1986, but she is 
best known as the main co-presenter (with her husband, John Stapleton), 
of Watchdog, from 1985 until 1993. 

e Adrian Finighan - presenter on BBC News 24 and BBC World until early 2006 when 
he left for CNN International. Subsequently, he left for Al Jazeera English in 2010. 

e Roger Finn - presenter and reporter on Newsround during the late-1980s and 
early-1990s. He later joined BBC South Today, which he still occasionally presents to 
this day. 

e Stephanie Flanders - joined the BBC in 2002 as a presenter and reporter 
on Newsnight and Panorama, and also as an occasional relief newsreader on other 
main news bulletins. She became the Corporation's Economics Editor in 2008, 
remaining in this role until 2013. She is the daughter of the singer and 
performer Michael Flanders, of Flanders and Swann fame. 

e Tom Fleming - long-serving BBC radio and television commentator on major state 
occasions, such as royal weddings and funerals and the annual Remembrance 
Sunday ceremony. He was also an actor and director. He died in 2010. 


Sean Fletcher - presenter of Sport News from 2005 to 2011. Left to join Sky Sports 
News 

Anna Ford - presenter of the BBC Six O'Clock News from 1989 until 1999 and 

the One O'Clock News from 1999 until 2006. She had also worked across other BBC 
News programmes, having been the first female newsreader at ITN. She left the BBC 
in 2006. 

Frederick Forsyth - joined the BBC in 1965 as Assistant Diplomatic Correspondent, 
initially covering French affairs, then the Nigerian Civil War in 1967. He is best- 
known as a prolific thriller novelist: his works include The Day of The Jackal and The 
Odessa File. 

Max Foster - business reporter and presenter on BBC Breakfast until he left 

for CNN International in 2005 

Jonathan Freedland - news reporter on BBC radio and television, particularly 

on The World At One and Today, during the early 1990s. 

Matt Frei - former BBC Southern Europe Correspondent, Asia Correspondent and 
Washington DC Correspondent, and the main presenter of BBC World News America. 
Is now the Washington Correspondent and occasional co-presenter of Channel 4 
News 

Bob Friend - joined the BBC in 1969 and regularly reported from various locations 
around the world over the next two decades, including Northern Ireland, Vietnam, 
Tokyo and New York. He later became a main presenter on Sky News. He died in 
2008. 

Sir David Frost - presented Breakfast with Frost from 1993 to 2005. Later joined Al 
Jazeera English. Died in 2013 


G[edit] 


Frank Gillard - worked as a BBC war correspondent from 1941 until 1945. He later 
became the director of the BBC's western region, and then the Director of Radio, a 
role he held from 1964 until 1969. He died in 1998. 

Andrew Gilligan - journalist implicated in the Hutton Report of 2003 following his 
report on BBC Radio 4's The Today Programme regarding the content of a British 
government briefing paper. Resigned following publication of the report's findings in 
the same year. Now with Press TV 

Margaret Gilmore - former BBC Security Correspondent 

Charles Gibson (From ABC News) - presented "ABC World News with Charles 
Gibson" from 2007 to 2009 

Felicity Goodey - long-serving presenter and reporter for BBC North West. She left 
journalism in 1998 to become a founder director of the Northwest Regional 
Development Agency. 

Harry Gration - one of the main anchors for the BBC Yorkshire regional magazine 
programme Look North. He has also previously been a main presenter on South 
Today. 

Debbie Greenwood - presenter on BBC Breakfast Time during the 1980s. She is 
married to fellow-television presenter Paul Coia. 

Freddie Grisewood - BBC radio announcer from 1929 up to the 1960s. He died in 
1972. 

Krishnan Guru-Murthy - main presenter and reporter on Newsround from 1991 to 
1994. He left to become a producer and reporter on Newsnight and a presenter 

on BBC News 24. He then joined Channel 4 News, which he still presents to this day. 


H[edit] 


e Peter Haigh - English in-vision announcer for BBC Television in the early 1950s, 
before moving to Come Dancing. He died in 2001. 

e Stuart Hall - presented regional news programmes for the BBC in North West 
England in the 1960s and 1970s, while becoming known nationally for 
presenting /t's a Knockout. Jailed on sex abuse charges in 2014. 

e Vincent Hanna - reporter and famously incisive interviewer, originally 
on Panorama during the 1970s, then on Newsnight from 1980 until 1987, in which 
he covered political news and in particular the General Election coverage, before 
being succeeded in the latter role by Peter Snow. He left to set up his own 
broadcasting company and to work for Channel 4. He died in 1997. 

e Patrick Hannan (presenter) - main presenter on Wales Today during the 1970s. 
He also worked as the BBC's political correspondent in Wales for 13 years, and he 
presented the BBC Radio 4 political and discussion programmes ‘Out Of Order' and 
‘Tea Junction’. He died in 2009. 

e Brian Hanrahan - long-serving BBC correspondent, reporting regularly both from 
home and abroad during the 1980s and 1990s, his final role being the BBC's 
diplomatic editor: he also occasionally presented The World At One on BBC Radio 4. 
He died in 2010. 

e William Hardcastle - founder presenter of The World at One in 1965: he also 
presented PM. He died in 1975. 

e Derek Hart - presenter and interviewer on the BBC news programme Tonight in the 
1960s. He died in 1986. 

e Andrew Harvey - presenter of main news programmes including the BBC Six 
O'Clock News as main and co-presenter (1984-1996) as well as regional news 
programmes later including BBC Points West and South Today. Left to join ITN. 

e Philip Hayton - originally with the BBC's Look North programme in Leeds, later a 
reporter for the BBC's national news programmes, main and co-presenter of the BBC 
Six O'Clock News (1987-1993), also presented the One O'Clock News, as well as the 
mid-1990s daytime quiz The Great British Quiz. Presented on BBC World and BBC 
News 24, resigning from the corporation in 2005 citing "incompatibility" with his new 
co-presenter Kate Silverton. He had been with the BBC for 37 years. 

e Paul Heiney - reporter for Radio 1's Newsbeat from 1974 until 1976, then a 
reporter for Radio 4's Today from 1976 to 1978. He is best known as a presenter 
on That's Life from 1978 until 1982, and also for In At The Deep End, which he 
presented alongside fellow-That's Life presenter Chris Serle. Heiney is married to 
fellow-journalist Libby Purves. 

e Rachael Heyhoe-Flint - former presenter on PM. She was best known as a former 
cricketer and she worked as a sports journalist following her retirement from the 
sport, becoming Baroness Heyhoe-Flint in 2011. She died in 2017. 

e Stuart Hibberd - radio newsreader from 1924 and chief announcer up to 1951 - he 
was particularly famous for being one of the main newsreaders during the Second 
World War. He died in 1983. 

e Celina Hinchcliffe - presenter of Sport News from 2002 to 2012. Left due to 
relocation of Sport to Salford. 

e Gerald Hine-Haycock - known by his then-broadcasting name, Gerald Haycock, 
was a main presenter and reporter on BBC Points West during the 1980s and 1990s, 
having previously worked for ITN and HTV News at HTV West. 


e Peter Hobday - long-serving main presenter on Radio 4's Today. He also 
presented Newsnight and The Money Programme. 

e McDonald Hobley - one of the first BBC Television continuity announcers, 
appearing from 1946 to 1956. He died in 1987. 

e Triona Holden - worked as a journalist from age 17 in the Sheffield 
Star newspaper, eventually becoming their crime reporter. Her first big story 
was Peter Sutcliffe, The Yorkshire Ripper. Joined the BBC in 1982, starting on radio 
before moving to TV. A news presenter and reporter, she covered the miners’ 
strike of 1984-85, later writing Queen Coal: Women of the Miners, published in 
2005, derived from her experiences.“ She was the youngest female national news 
reporter and the youngest person to present the Today Programme on Radio 4; 
presented the Six O'Clock News on BBC 1; PM on Radio 4; Newsbeat on Radio 1 and 
World TV News. In 1987 she was the only reporter to broadcast live from the 
disaster scene after getting onto the wreckage of the Herald of Free Enterprise when 
it became semi-submerged off Zeebrugge.= She travelled extensively to war zones, 
famines, conflicts, and other disasters.“ before retiring on medical grounds aged 39 
after suffering from Systemic Lupus Erythematosus.” She later reinvented herself as 
an artist. 

e David Holmes - the BBC's political editor from 1975 until 1980. He joined the BBC 
in 1956 and originally worked as a home news reporter, before becoming their 
Assistant Political Correspondent during the 1960s and the Deputy Political Editor in 
1970. He died in 2014. He was married to fellow-journalist Linda Alexander, who had 
been a presenter on Newsnight during the early 1980s. 

e Bob Humphrys - regular reporter for BBC Wales programmes such as Wales 
Today and 'Week in Week Out', often alongside his brother, John Humphrys. During 
the 1990s, he specialised in sports commentary and reporting, particularly rugby. 
He died in 2008. 

e John Humphrys - veteran BBC presenter, reporter and famously incisive political 
interviewer. He began his career in the late 1950s as a trainee newspaper reporter 
in his native Cardiff, then he joined TWW, and was the first reporter on the scene of 
the infamous Aberfan Disaster in 1966. He then joined the BBC, initially in the 
northwest region, then as a foreign correspondent, working mainly in the USA and 
South Africa, throughout the 1970s, covering major events such as Richard Nixon's 
resignation in 1974 and Rhodesia's change in name to Zimbabwe. He became the 
BBC's Diplomatic Correspondent in 1980, then, from 1981 until 1987, the main 
presenter on the Nine O'clock News: he also frequently presented the One O'clock 
News, the Six O'clock News and Panorama. He joined Radio 4's Today in 1987 as the 
main co-presenter alongside the late Brian Redhead, and soon established himself 
as avery tenacious political interviewer. He continued in this role until his 
retirement in September 2019. In addition, he regularly presented 'Week In, Week 
Out' and the discussion programme ‘Family Matters' during the 1990s. He continues 
to present the BBC's prestigious quiz Mastermind, which he began hosting on its 
revival in 2003. He is the brother of the late Bob Humphrys. 


I[edit] 


e David Icke - former professional footballer, who became a regular reporter 
on Midlands Today during the late-1970s. He then worked as a regular sports 
presenter on many national news programmes during the 1980s, 
including Newsnight and Breakfast Time. He later became a principal speaker for 


the Green Party. 


Jledit] 


e David Jacobs - announcer with the British Forces Broadcasting Service during the 
war, a BBC staff announcer in the early 1950s, and later the presenter of /uke Box 
Jury. He died in 2013. 

e Peter Jay - the BBC's Economics Editor during the 1990s. He had previously been 
the main anchor on LWT's Weekend World in the 1970s and was the founding 
chairman of TV-am in 1983. 

e David Jessel - joined the BBC in 1967 as a trainee reporter for BBC Birmingham. He 
then worked as a reporter for The World At One from 1968 until 1972, before 
moving on to work on 24 Hours and its successor programmes throughout the 1970s 
and 1980s. He also presented Heart of the Matter alongside Joan Bakewell during 
the 1980s. 

e Geoffrey Johnson-Smith - presenter and interviewer on the BBC news 
programme Tonight in the 1960s. He died in 2010. 

e Anna Jones - presented the 9 - 1 pm shift with Phillip Hayton on BBC News 24 from 
2003. She had been with the channel since its 1997 launch, originally as a business 
presenter. She left in 2005, after 12 years, to become a presenter on Sky News. 

e Darren Jordon - originally sports correspondent on BBC News 24, he moved within 
the department to present BBC Breakfast and was later deputy presenter of the BBC 
One O'Clock News and weekend bulletins. He left in October 2006 to become a 
presenter on the Al Jazeera English service, based in Doha. 

e Gillian Joseph - read the headlines on BBC Breakfast as well as occasionally 
presenting the main programme. She also worked for BBC London. She left for Sky 
News in 2005. 


K[edit] 


e Vincent Kane - long-serving presenter and reporter for BBC Wales - he 
presented Wales Today from 1986 to 1993. 

e Natasha Kaplinsky - presenter on BBC Breakfast from 2002, when she joined 
from Sky News, until 2005, and then of the BBC Six O'Clock News from 2005 until 
2007. While with the BBC she also appeared the One and the Ten O'Clock bulletins, 
as well as presenting on Children in Need. She left to become the face of Five 
News in October 2007. 

e Robert Kee - long-serving presenter and reporter on Panorama. He was also one of 
the first presenters on TV-AM. He died in 2013. 

e Kenneth Kendall - first to read the news in front of a camera on BBC Television in 
1955. He retired from the BBC in 1981 and subsequently presented Treasure 
Hunt on Channel 4. He died in 2012. 

e Ludovic Kennedy - television journalist and documentary maker. He presented the 
BBC's flagship current affairs programme Panorama. He died in 2009. 

e Sarah Kennedy - presenter on Sixty Minutes (TV series) from 1983 until 1984. She 
has presented many other programmes, including the quizzes Game for a 
Laugh and Busman's Holiday, but is probably best known for hosting her own show 
on Radio 2. 

e Richard Kershaw - presenter and reporter on various current affairs programmes, 
including Panorama, Nationwide and 24 Hours during the 1970s and 1980s. He died 
in 2014. 


e Tasmin Lucia Khan - presenter of 60 Seconds on BBC Three and £24 on News 
Channel 2007-2010. Left to join Daybreak on ITV 

e Keith Kyle - was a reporter for the BBC's Tonight programme from 1960, 
specialising in coverage of Africa and was based in Nairobi. He died in 2007. 


Liedit] 


e Bob Langley - joined the BBC as a presenter and reporter on Nationwide in 1970, 
having previously worked for Tyne Tees Television in his native Newcastle upon 
Tyne. In 1972, he became one of the first presenters on Pebble Mill at One, which he 
continued to host into the 1980s. 

e Sue Lawley - presented Nationwide during the 1970s, then the Nine O'Clock 
News (1983-84) and the Six O'Clock News at its launch in 1984 alongside Nicholas 
Witchell. She went on to present Desert Island Discs, but has now left the BBC. 

e Jan Leeming - BBC newsreader in the 1980s, covering most of the main bulletins. 
She had previously been a presenter on Pebble Mill at One, Westward 
Television and HTV News. 

e Martyn Lewis - the first presenter of the One O'Clock News in 1986, having 
previously worked for ITN. He also presented the Six O'Clock (1994-1999) and Nine 
O'Clock News until 1994, and he hosted the BBC2 quiz 'Today's The Day' during the 
1990s. He left BBC News in 1999. 

e Alvar Lidell - BBC radio announcer and newsreader, during the Second World War 
and into the 1950s. He died in 1981. 

e Richard Lindley - regular presenter and reporter on Panorama during the 1970s 
and 1980s. He later became a presenter on ITV's This Week and he had originally 
worked as an ITN reporter during the 1960s. He died in 2019. 

e Judi Lines - main presenter on Look East during the 1970s and 1980s. 

e Lynette Lithgow - joined BBC News as a newsreader in 1988, working mainly on 
daytime and evening bulletins, and on BBC2's Newsview: she joined the BBC's world 
television service on its launch in 1991. She had previously worked as a presenter 
on Midlands Today and as a continuity announcer for Granada Television during the 
1980s. She was murdered in her native Trinidad in 2001. 

e Chris Lowe - joined the BBC as a graduate journalism trainee in 1972. At one time 
a presenter of PM (Radio 4), he was also a main co-presenter on BBC Breakfast 
News, the Six O'Clock News and News After Noon: he then worked on BBC News 
channel from 2000 until his retirement on 4 January 2009. 

e Sue Lloyd-Roberts - worked as a special correspondent for the BBC, travelling to, 
and reporting on, major news stories across the world, including important issues 
not covered widely elsewhere. Died of leukaemia on 13 October 2015. 

e Desmond Lynam - main presenter of Today on BBC Radio 4 from 1974 to 1976 
and presenter of the 'Sportswide' section of Nationwide from 1977 to 1983. He is 
best known as the long-standing main anchor on Grandstand from 1979 to 1999 and 
on various other sports programmes until he moved to ITV Sport in 1999. He has 
also presented the BBC's Holiday programme, How Do They Do 
That? Countdown and Sports Mastermind. 


Ml[edit] 


e Donald MacCormick - main presenter on Newsnight during the 1980s: he also 
presented the Money Programme. Later moved to London Weekend Television. He 
died in 2009. 

e Cathy MacDonald - main presenter on Reporting Scotland during the late 1980s. 

e Sue MacGregor - long-serving main presenter on Radio 4's Today programme from 
1984 until 2002. She had previously worked as a reporter on The World at One and 
she was also a presenter on Woman's Hour during the 1970s and 1980s. 

e Liz MacKean - former Newsnight correspondent who presented the earliest reports 
about the widespread abuse perpetrated by former TV star Jimmy Savile 

e Donny MacLeod - presenter on Nationwide from 1970 until 1972, before becoming 
one of the first presenters on Pebble Mill at One, which he hosted until his death in 
1984. He also presented The World's Strongest Man in 1982 and 1983. 

e Sally Magnusson - main presenter on Breakfast Time and Breakfast News during 
the 1980s and 1990s. She has also presented Sixty Minutes, Songs of 
Praise and Reporting Scotland. She is the daughter of the late Magnus 
Magnusson. 

e Eddie Mair - originally worked on BBC Scotland as a presenter on Reporting 
Scotland, and on Radio Scotland, presenting 'Good Morning Scotland’ and 'Eddie 
Mair Live', in the late 1980s. He later became a main presenter on Radio 4's PM, and 
also on Newsnight and BBC3's The 7 O'Clock News. He left to join LBC in August 
2018. 

e Mary Malcolm - one of the first two regular female announcers on BBC Television 
after World War II, and into the 1950s. She died in 2010. 

e Tom Mangold - regular reporter on Twenty-Four Hours and Panorama during the 
1970s. He was also a reporter on Watchdog during later decades. 

e Laurie Margolis - long-serving BBC News reporter and news editor. He is best- 
known for having broken the news of the Argentinian invasion of the Falkland 
Islands on Radio 4's PM in 1982. 

e Mary Marquis - main presenter on Reporting Scotland from its inception until 1988 

e Bryan Martin - BBC Radio 4 announcer who announced the death of Elvis Presley 
in 1977, news of the Iranian Embassy Siege in 1980, and became the network's 
senior newsreader. 

e lan Masters - long-serving main anchor on Look East during the 1970s and 1980s. 

e Lucy Mathen - the first dedicated reporter on Newsround, from 1976 to 1980, and 
the BBC's first-ever female British Asian to front a major national television 
programme. She later trained as an ophthalmologist and has worked in this role in 
India since 1996: she launched the non-profit organisation Second Sight in 2000. 

e Glyn Mathias - former Political Editor of both BBC Cymru Wales and ITN 

e Maxine Mawhinney - joined the BBC in her native Belfast, working on both 
television and radio, then worked for Ulster Television and ITN, later joining Sky_ 
News on its launch in 1988. She returned to the BBC as a newsreader for BBC 
World in 1996 and was the duty newsreader at the time of the death of Diana 
Princess of Wales in 1997. She then joined BBC News Channel and later 
presented BBC Breakfast and BBC News at One. She left the BBC in April 2017. 

e Laurie Mayer - regular co-presenter on various news programmes in the 1980s, 
including News After Noon and the Six O'Clock News, as well as BBC Breakfast News. 
He has also presented South East Today. 


Mike McCarthy - main presenter and reporter on Look North until he joined Sky 
News in 2000. 

Paul McDowell - presenter and reporter on John Craven's Newsround from 1979 
until 1985. He succeeded Lucy Mathen as the programme's dedicated reporter in 
1980. 

Cathy McGowan - Entertainment Correspondent for Newsroom South East during 
the late 1980s. She was best-known as a main presenter on the ITV pop 

magazine Ready Steady Go! from 1963 to 1966. 

Lee McKenzie - Presented inside F1 and was the F1 news correspondent until BBC 
pulled out of covering the sport on TV in 2015. Now with Channel 4 / BBC Sport. 
Robert McKenzie - Interviewer and presenter, especially of General Election 
results. He died in 1981. 

Cliff Michelmore - 1950s TV producer who went on to present Tonight, Twenty- 
Four Hours and other news and current affairs programmes in the 1960s. Later 
presented the Holiday programme on BBC 1. He died in March 2016. 

Guy Michelmore - main anchor on Newsroom South East during the 1990s. He is 
the son of Cliff Michelmore. 

Rosie Millard - BBC's arts correspondent between 1995 and 2004. She left 
following a clampdown on freelance writing. 

Stephen Milligan - presenter on BBC Radio 4's The World Tonight from 1980 until 
1983. He left to join The Sunday Times, but returned to the BBC in 1988, serving as 
their Europe Correspondent. He also served as the Conservative MP for Eastleigh 
from 1992 until his sudden death in 1994. 

John Milne - long-serving main presenter on Reporting Scotland from 1972 until 
2007. He died in 2014. 

Rajesh Mirchandani - former news presenter on BBC News Channel and relief 
presenter of BBC World News America on BBC World News channel. Also former 
Washington, DC Correspondent for BBC News. 

Ed Mitchell - presenter and reporter on BBC Breakfast during the 1990s. He has 
also worked for ITN. 

Leslie Mitchell - first voice heard on BBC Television at its inception on 2 November 
1936. After the war he moved to ITV. He died in 1985. 

Monty Modlyn - reporter and outside broadcaster for Radio 

4's Today programme alongside Jack de Manio during the 1950s and 60s. He died in 
1994. 

Chris Morgan - worked as a presenter and reporter for BBC Wales during the 
1980s, most notably as a presenter on Wales Today. He left in 1990 to work 

for Thames News and TV-am. He died in 2008. 

Christopher Morris - was a newsreader on all national BBC television bulletins. He 
was main presenter on the day Lord Mountbatten was murdered by the IRA in 1979, 
recording the biggest-ever audience, 26 million, for a news bulletin as ITN were on 
strike. He joined the BBC in 1967 as news correspondent in Spain, reported from 
many countries and many wars as special correspondent until 1989 when he joined 
Sky News as senior presenter and foreign correspondent for 11 years. He rejoined 
BBC as News 24 presenter until becoming managing director of his own TV 
production company, OmniVision, at Pinewood Studios in 2000. 

Juliet Morris - originally worked for BBC South West before becoming a main 
presenter on Newsround from 1990 to 1995. She left to join BBC Breakfast and has 
also been a presenter on Countryfile. 

Kylie Morris - BBC's South East Asia correspondent until she moved to Channel 4 
News in 2006. She now presents More4 News. 


e John Mundy - presenter and reporter on BBC North West from 1974 until 1990. 

e Dermot Murnaghan - main BBC Breakfast presenter from 2002 until 2007, 
appearing alongside Natasha Kaplinsky and Sian Williams. He joined from ITV and 
also appeared on the BBC Six O'Clock News and the BBC Ten O'Clock News between 
2004 and 2007 before leaving for Sky News. 

e Denis Murray (journalist) - joined the BBC in 1982; he worked as their Dublin 
Correspondent until 1984, when he became Northern Ireland Political 
Correspondent, working in Belfast. He was appointed the BBC's Ireland 
Correspondent in 1988 and continued in this role until his retirement in 2008. 

e Jenni Murray - presenter on BBC Radio Bristol and South Today during the 1970s - 
she became a presenter on Newsnight in 1983, before moving on to 
the Today programme. She is best known as a main anchor on Woman's Hour, which 
she has presented since 1987. 


Niedit] 


e Mike Neville - long-serving main anchor on Look North in Newcastle upon Tyne, 
from 1964 to 1996. He was originally a reporter for Tyne Tees and he returned to 
them in 1996, remaining there until his retirement in 2005. He was also a regular 
reporter on Nationwide. He died in 2017. 


O[edit] 


e Robin Oakley - BBC's political editor between 1992 and 2000. He is now the 
political editor for CNN International. 

e Olivia O'Leary - the first senior female presenter on Newsnight, a role she held 
from 1985-1986. She had previously worked as a print journalist and radio and 
television presenter in her native Ireland. 

e Rageh Omaar -joined the BBC in 1992 as a foreign correspondent. He then worked 
as Africa Correspondent, and later covered the Iraq invasion. He left in 2006 to 
join Al Jazeera English. 

e Susan Osman - main anchor on Points West from 1991 until 2005, later becoming 
a presenter on China Radio International. She had initially worked for HTV 
West and Channel 4. 

e Nick Owen - current main anchor on BBC Midlands Today. A co-presenter 
(with Anne Diamond) of TVam in the 1980s, the pair later had their own BBC 
daytime chat show Good Morning With Anne and Nick (1992-96). 

e Dianne Oxberry - weather presenter and relief newsreader on North West 
Tonight from 1994 until her sudden death in 2019. She had previously worked 
on BBC Radio 1 and been a main presenter on the children's series The 8.15 from 
Manchester. 


Pledit] 


e lan Pannell - Former Damascus correspondent known for covering the Syrian Civil 
War, later International Correspondent based in Washington. Now with ABC News. 

e Bruce Parker - long-serving main anchor on South Today, which he joined in 1967, 
later becoming the programme's political editor. He also worked as a reporter on 
national BBC News programmes and Nationwide during the 1970s, and he was the 
first-ever host of The Antiques Roadshow. 


David Parry-Jones - was a long-serving main presenter on Wales Today anda 
regular sports commentator for BBC Wales, mainly specialising in rugby. He died in 
2017. 

Jeremy Paxman - regular presenter on Newsnight between 1989 and 2014. He 
continues to present programmes for the BBC including University Challenge. It was 
announced on 24 September 2014 that he will anchor the UK general election 
coverage on Channel 4.2% He began his career in the 1970s as a reporter on BBC 
Northern Ireland and Panorama. He became a co-presenter on the Six O'Clock 
News in 1984 before becoming a main anchor on BBC Breakfast News, and he 
moved onto Newsnight soon after that. 

Brian Perkins - long-serving newsreader on Radio 4 from 1965 to 1969 and again 
from 1978 until his retirement in 2003. 

Robert Peston - the BBC's Business Editor for all main TV and radio news 
programmes from 2005 until 2014. He also worked as the Corporation's Economics 
Editor from 2013 until 2015, after which he left to become ITV's Political Editor. 
Sylvia Peters - continuity announcer for BBC Television from 1947 to 1958. She 
died in 2016. 

Julian Pettifer - reporter for Tonight in the 1960s. He was later the host of the 
quiz Busman's Holiday during the late-1980s, he narrated the BBC nature 
programme 'The Living Isles' in 1986 and he presented the ITV series 'Nature Watch' 
in the 1990s. 

Barnaby Phillips - BBC's Southern Africa Correspondent from 2001 to 2006, and 
had worked for the BBC for 15 years, reporting from locations in several continents. 
He now works as Europe Correspondent for the Al Jazeera English television 
network, initially based in its Athens bureau (2006-2010), and now based in London. 
Wilfred Pickles - occasional newsreader on the BBC Home Service during World 
War Il. He was also an actor and had presented his own BBC show Ask Pickles during 
the 1950s, as well as being the host of the radio series Have A Go from 1946 until 
1967. He died in 1978. 

John Pitman - long-serving BBC journalist: he originally worked on 'Braden's Week’ 
during the late-1960s, but later became best known as a regular reporter on Man 
Alive. He died in 2018. 

Martin Popplewell - regular presenter on BBC News 24 between 2002 and 2003. 
He now works for Sky News 

Gerald Priestland - foreign correspondent and, later, a religious commentator for 
the BBC. He died in 1991. 

Libby Purves - presenter on Radio 4's Today during the late 1970s; she also 
presented Radio 4's Midweek for 30 years. She is married to fellow-journalist Paul 
Heiney. 


Rfedit] 


Steve Race - main presenter on PM from 1970 until 1972. He was best known as a 
composer and presenter of music programmes, mainly on radio, and in particular as 
the long-serving host and pianist on the Radio 4 quiz My Music. He died in 2009. 
Esther Rantzen - presenter and reporter on 'Braden's Week' and Man Alive during 
the 1960s and 70s, and she later had a consumer spot on BBC Breakfast Time in the 
1980s, but she is best known both as the main presenter on That's Life! from 1973 
until 1994, and for having set up Childline in 1986. She was married to fellow- 
journalist Desmond Wilcox and is the mother of the actress Rebecca Wilcox. 


e Adam Raphael - presenter on Newsnight from 1987 until 1988. He is best known as 
a newspaper journalist, working on various newspapers both before and after this 
period. 

e Brian Redhead - co-presenter of Today on BBC Radio 4 from 1975 until 1993, 
shortly before his death (in January 1994). 

e Lee Ridley - worked with BBC News Online before becoming the first standup 
comedian in Britain to use a communication aid in his routines, performing them 
under the stage name of Lost Voice Guy. He rose to prominence in June 2018 upon 
winning the 12th series of Britain's Got Talent and a comedy on BBC Radio 4 

e Caroline Righton - presenter on London Plus from 1985 to 1987. She left to 
become a presenter on TV AM, but later returned to the BBC to present daytime 
and Breakfast Time news bulletins. 

e Angela Rippon - the first female newsreader of the BBC Nine O'Clock News when 
she was appointed in 1975. Later joined TV AM and presented many other shows, 
including Masterteam, What's My Line? and Crufts. She now co-presents the 
BBC's Rip Off Britain alongside Gloria Hunniford and Julia Somerville. 

e Daniela Ritorto - presented overnight bulletins on BBC World News, BBC News 
Channel and BBC One. As well as Impact, GMT, Outside Source and World News 
Today. Now with SBS News. 

e Fyfe Robertson - reporter for Tonight in the 1960s. He died in 1987. 

e Robert Robinson - main presenter on the Today on BBC Radio 4 alongside John 
Timpson during the early 1970s, and a regular presenter of Stop The Week. He is 
probably best known for having presented 3 quizzes for BBC Television and Radio 
for more than 15 years each, namely Ask The Family, Call My Bluff and Brain of 
Britain. He died in 2011. 

e Abdul Samad Rohani - head of the BBC World Service's Pashto service in Helmand 
Province, Afghanistan; murdered in 2008. 

e Helen Rollason - presented Newsround during the late 1980s. She left in 1990 to 
become the first-ever female presenter on Grandstand and she regularly read the 
sports bulletins on BBC news programmes during the rest of the 1990s. She died in 
1999 following a long and well-publicised battle with cancer. 

e Nick Ross - long-serving presenter and reporter on various BBC radio and television 
programmes, including Today, The World at One, Man Alive and Sixty Minutes (TV 
series). He was also one of the first presenters of BBC Breakfast Time in 1983, but 
he is probably best known for having presented Crimewatch for 23 years, from 1984 
until 2007. 

e Jacky Rowland - BBC foreign correspondent in the Balkans and Middle East in the 
late 1990s. From 2003 she has been working for Al Jazeera English TV. 

e Joshua Rozenberg - presenter and reporter for the BBC from 1975 until 2000, 
specialising in legal affairs. 


S[edit] 


e Kate Sanderson (now Kate Gerbeau) - read the headlines on BBC Breakfast until 
she moved to Five News in 2005. 

e Vaughan Savidge - former freelance newsreader for BBC Radio 3, continuity 
announcer for Radio 4 and World Service. He left the corporation in spring 2018 and 
is believed to be residing in France. 

e Diane Sawyer (from ABC News) - presented ABC World News with Diane 
Sawyer from 2009 to 2014, until she stood down in August 2014. 


Selina Scott - one of the first main presenters on Breakfast Time on its launch in 
1983. She had previously been a newsreader on ITN's News at Ten and later went on 
to co-present The Clothes Show. 

Hugh Scully - originally a presenter on Spotlight for BBC South West during the 
late 1960s, before becoming a main presenter on Nationwide during the 1970s and 
early 1980s: he was also the first presenter of its spin-off consumer affairs 
programme Watchdog. He was probably best known as the longest-serving host 

of The Antiques Roadshow throughout the 1980s and 1990s. He died in 2015. 

Tim Sebastian - joined BBC News in 1979 as their Warsaw Correspondent, later 
becoming Europe Correspondent, Moscow Correspondent, and eventually 
Washington Correspondent from 1985 to 1989. He also presented 

the BBC's HARDtalk from 1997 until 2005. 

John Sergeant - joined the BBC in 1970 and worked as a reporter in various roles, 
most notably as the BBC's Chief Political Correspondent from 1992 to 2000: he also 
presented Today and The World at One on Radio Four. He left the BBC to 

become ITN's Political Editor, but has since returned to the BBC as a reporter and 
stand-in-presenter on The One Show. He is the father of the journalist Mike 
Sergeant. 

Adam Shaw - main presenter on Working Lunch from 1994 until 2008, when he 
was replaced by Declan Curry. He also presented business news bulletins on Today. 
Valerie Singleton - presenter on the late evening TV programme Tonight from 
1975. She was also a regular anchor on Nationwide, PM and The Money Programme, 
and had previously spent ten years as a presenter on Blue Peter. 

Peter Sissons - presenter of the BBC's Six O'Clock News from 1989 until 1993, and 
of the Nine O'Clock News and the Ten O'Clock News between 1993 and 2003: he 
also presented Question Time from 1989 until 1994. He had previously worked 

for ITN: he joined in 1964, working initially as a foreign correspondent, until he was 
shot and seriously injured while covering the Biafran War in Nigeria in 1968. He then 
worked as ITN's Industrial Correspondent during the 1970s, and he became one of 
the main newscasters on News At One in 1976. He was the first main anchor 

on Channel 4 News from 1982 until 1989, when he was succeeded by Jon Snow. 
Sissons died in 2019. 

Martin Sixsmith - long-serving foreign correspondent, most notably as the BBC's 
Moscow Correspondent during the 1980s and 1990s. He left the BBC in 1997. 

Mike Smartt - presented Breakfast News as it was then, the One, the Six, the Nine 
and summaries in the 1980s and 1990s, as well as being a correspondent at home 
and abroad, covering many of the major stories at the time. He was asked to lead 
the team putting BBC News Online in 1997, and served as Editor-in-Chief of BBC 
News Interactive until 2004 when he left the Corporation. Smartt now lectures and 
writes on journalism and new media. 

Rodney Smith - presented The Financial World Tonight and other programmes on 
Radio Four from 1978 to 1985. After spells with ABC News and later, CNN 
International, he returned to the BBC where he presented programmes and 
contributed to political and economic output at the BBC World Service. 

John Snagge - radio newsreader and commentator from the 1920s to the 1960s. 
He died in 1996. 

Raymond Snoddy - original presenter of NewsWatch from its inception in 2004 
until 2012, being succeeded by Samira Ahmed. Snoddy, also a thrice published 
author, now works freelance for the print news media. 

Peter Snow - first-ever presenter of Newsnight, which he continued to present until 
1997, and he was an election analyst and co-presenter in the live General 


Election results programmes at the BBC from 1983 to 2005, becoming especially 
famous for his use of the Swingometer. He also co-hosted Tomorrow's World during 
the late 1990s. He is the father of the historian Dan Snow, and the cousin of fellow- 
journalist Jon Snow. 

e Julia Somerville - former BBC journalist, Labour Affairs Correspondent and 
newsreader, who frequently presented the BBC Nine O'Clock News during the 1980s. 
She later moved to ITN, and subsequently returned to the BBC to co-host Rip Off 
Britain. 

e Howard Stableford - stand-in presenter and reporter on Newsround in 1984. He 
also presented children's programmes, such as Beat The Teacher and 'Puzzle Trail’, 
but he is best known as a long-serving presenter on Tomorrow's World, which he 
joined in 1985. He now lives and works in the USA. 

e Judith Stamper - main presenter on Look North from 1980 until 1995. 

e John Stapleton - reporter on Panorama and Newsnight during the early 1980s. He 
later became famous as the main co-presenter (with his wife, Lynn Faulds Wood), 
of Watchdog from 1985 until 1993. During this time, Stapleton also worked as a 
presenter on Breakfast Time. 

e Michael Stewart - reporter for BBC radio news 1980-1984, and stand-in presenter 
for Today Programme 1982-1984 alongside John Timpson and Brian Redhead and 
also the PM programme with Valerie Singleton. He moved to BBC television news in 
1984, initially reporting for the revamped BBC Breakfast Time. He was a general 
news reporter until 1990, most notably covering the fall of Romanian 
President Nicolae Ceausescu in December 1989. 

e Francine Stock - main presenter on Newsnight and The Money Programme during 
the 1990s. 

e Moira Stuart - presented many of the main bulletins, including News After Noon, 
the Six O'Clock News and the Nine O'Clock News, during a long career. She was 
dropped from her weekend slot by the BBC in 2007, leading to accusations of 
ageism. Joined BBC Radio 2 in 2010, on which she had been a newsreader before 
her move into television. (2utcationneedel’ She had also been one of the original presenters 
on The Adventure Game in the early 1980s, shortly before her move into journalism. 


T[edit] 


e Bolesław Taborski - BBC Polish Section Arts editor and presenter for 34 years from 
1959. He was a prolific poet, writer and literary translator and theatre theorist. A 
personal friend of John Paul Il, he translated his dramas into English. He died in 
2010. 

e Asha Tanna - news correspondent. She left to become a weekend presenter 
for Five News in 2007. 

e Beverley Thompson - originally worked as a presenter and reporter on Wales 
Today, before becoming a main presenter on Points West. She then worked on Look 
North and South Today, eventually becoming a main presenter on South East 
Today from 2001 until 2009. 

e Debbie Thrower - relief newsreader on the One O'Clock and Nine O'Clock 
News and weekend bulletins during the late 1980s. She has also 
presented Breakfast Time, Songs of Praise, South Today and ITV's Meridian Tonight. 

e John Tidmarsh - presenter on the BBC World Service programme Outlook from 
1968 until 1998. He was also a BBC foreign correspondent, working from many 
countries, including France, Algeria, India, Pakistan and Lebanon. In addition, he 


frequently worked as a radio and television newsreader, and he occasionally stood 
in for Jack de Manio on the Today programme. He died in 2019. 

e John Timpson - presenter on Newsroom, the main BBC2 news programme, from its 
1964 launch until 1970, when he joined BBC Radio 4's Today programme. He died in 
2005. 

e Alan Towers - main anchor on BBC Midlands Today during the 1980s, having 
originally joined the programme in 1972 as a presenter and reporter: he eventually 
retired from the BBC in 1997. He had previously worked as a newsreader 
on Granada Television and ITN, and later as a reporter on Nationwide, in which he 
covered the 'skateboarding duck' story. He died from cancer in 2008, aged 73. 

e Polly Toynbee - the BBC's Social Affairs Editor from 1988 to 1995. 

e Christopher Trace - presenter on Look East during the 1970s: he also worked 
on Nationwide during this period. He was previously an actor, but was best-known as 
the first-ever male presenter on Blue Peter from 1958 until 1967. He died in 1992. 

e Sheila Tracy - one of the first presenters on Spotlight (originally called 'South West 
at Six') in the early 1960s. She later became the first-ever female newsreader 
on Radio 4 in 1974. She died in 2014. 

e Deepak Tripathi - South Asia correspondent reporting from Afghanistan, India and 
elsewhere. 

e Mark Tully - India correspondent until 1994. 

e Denis Tuohy - presenter on the late evening TV programme Tonight from 1975, 
and a reporter on Panorama. He had also presented Late Night Line Up during the 
1960s, and he was the first person to be seen on BBC2 on its launch in 1964. 

e Bill Turnbull - main presenter on BBC Breakfast from 2001 until 2016. He had also 
presented the Six O'Clock News, Ten O'Clock News and News 24, as well as Songs of 
Praise. He is now a presenter on Classic FM. 

e Reg Turnill - the BBC's Air and Space Correspondent from 1958 until 1975, 
covering all manned spaceflights as well as the introduction of passenger jets, 
including Concorde. After retiring from this role, he continued as Newsround's Space 
Editor until the mid-1980s. He died in 2013. 

e John Tusa - main presenter of BBC 2's Newsnight programme from 1980 to 1986. 
He also presented the One O'Clock News during the 1990s. 


Viedit] 


e Chris Vacher - main anchor on the BBC's Points West from 1983 until his 
retirement in 2011. He previously held the record as the longest-serving presenter 
on any British local news programme: however, this record has since been beaten 
by the main anchor on Look East, Stewart White, who has presented the latter 
programme from 1984 to the present day. 

e Wynford Vaughan-Thomas - war correspondent at Anzio, and later a 
commentator at the Coronation and similar events. He died in 1987. 

e Jeremy Vine - presenter of Jeremy Vine on Radio 2 and Panorama, known for 
exclusive reporting from war-torn areas throughout Africa in 1990's. Also worked 
on Today, The Politics Show and Newsnight. Joined Channel 5's weekday morning 
current affairs show, formerly called The Wright Stuff. He is the brother of the 
comedian and actor Tim Vine. 

e Suzanne Virdee - main presenter on Midlands Today from 2001 to 2012 and an 
occasional relief presenter on BBC Breakfast. She had previously worked for Central 
News. 


Wledit] 


e David Walter - former BBC radio and television journalist, programme producer 
and Paris Correspondent for BBC News - he had also worked for ITN. He died in 
2012. 

e Bob Wellings - main presenter and reporter on Nationwide from 1971 to 1979. He 
had previously been a presenter on Look East and About Anglia, and he had also 
been one of Esther Rantzen's original co-presenters on That's Life! He later became 
a presenter on the BBC's daytime phone-in programme Open Air during the late- 
1980s. 

e Paul Welsh - originally worked as a reporter and presenter on Newsround during 
the early 1990s, then later became a reporter on BBC Breakfast and a presenter 
on Newshour and The World Today. He later worked in various roles for BBC News, 
including World Affairs Correspondent, West Africa Correspondent and Defence and 
Security Correspondent, reporting on wars and disasters around the world. He left 
BBC News in 2006 in order to start his own production company. 

e Charles Wheeler - veteran foreign correspondent and a presenter 
on Newsnight and Panorama. He joined the BBC in 1947 and became the 
Corporation's longest-serving foreign correspondent, continuing in the role until his 
death in 2008 

e Huw Wheldon - BBC broadcaster and executive in the 1950s and 1960s. He 
produced and presented programmes, notably the arts magazine Monitor. He died in 
1986 

e Alan Whicker - Army war reporter in Italy. After joining the BBC in 1957, he 
became an international reporter for Tonight. From 1958 on, he presented Whicker's 
World. He died in 2013 

e Richard Whitmore - co-presenter of the BBC Nine O'Clock News with Peter 
Woods between 1973 and 1981, he was also the main presenter on News After Noon 
(1981-1986) and remained with BBC News until 1998 

e Brian Widlake - worked for the BBC in the 1970s and 1980s. Best known for co- 
presenting the Money Programme with Valerie Singleton. He died in January 2017. 

e Desmond Wilcox - main presenter and co-editor of Man Alive during the 1960s: he 
was also a presenter on Sixty Minutes (TV series) in the 1980s. He died in 2000. He 
was married to Esther Rantzen and the father of television presenter Rebecca 
Wilcox. 

e Sian Williams - main presenter on BBC Breakfast from 2001 until 2012. She also 
presented many other main news programmes, including the One O'Clock News and 
Six O'Clock News. She now presents 5 News at 5. 

e Nan Winton - BBC announcer and reporter on Panorama and 'Town and Around’ 
during the late-1950s, before becoming the BBC's first female newsreader in 1960. 
She was dropped from the role less than a year later, but continued to work on both 
television and radio as a reporter and interviewer throughout the 1960s. She died in 
2019. 

e Corbett Woodall - main BBC newsreader during the 1960s. After leaving the role 
in 1967, he presented Look East, worked regularly on the Today Programme and 
occasionally chaired editions of Any Questions? and Any Answers?. He was also an 
actor and appeared, invariably as a newsreader or announcer, in many television 
shows, particularly sitcoms, and films. He died in 1982. 

e Peter Woods - co-presenter of the BBC Nine O'Clock News with Richard 
Whitmore between 1973 and 1981. He also presented the 


main BBC2 programme Newsroom from 1964 until 1973. He died from cancer in 
1995. He was the father of Justin Webb. 

e Glyn Worsnip - presenter and reporter on Nationwide during the 1970s, but he was 
probably best known as one of Esther Rantzen's co-presenters during the early 
years of That's Life!. He died in 1996. 


Yledit] 


e Alistair Yates - main presenter on BBC News 24 and BBC World Service during the 
1990s and he later became a presenter on the BBC News Channel. He had 
previously worked as a newsreader on Midlands Today during the late 1970s, he 
presented several ITV regional programs during the 1980s and he became the first- 
ever male newsreader on Sky News in 1989. He died in July 2018. 

e Hanna Yusuf - was a reporter and producer with BBC News. She died in 
September 2019. 

e Martin Young - presenter and reporter on Look North during the early 1970s. He 
then joined Nationwide in 1973, remaining with the programme until 1979, and he 
also worked on Newsnight and Panorama during this period. 


See also[edit] 
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Bae) 


The presentation and the identities of the BBC News Channel, the international 
counterpart BBC World News and the BBC Parliament coverage channel use specific 
identities that demonstrate their remit and purpose. 


BBC News Channelledit] 
1997 "Flags and Drums"(edit] 


EGG NEWS 24 


The original BBC News 24 ident incorporated fictional flags 


BBC News 24 was launched at 5.30pm on 9 November 1997 as a 24-hour domestic 
news channel. It acted as a sister channel to BBC World which had launched two years 
earlier. As a result of this partnership between the two channels, they shared some 
overnight programming and the same identity consisting of flags designed by Lambie- 
Nairn. The rippling flags were mostly fictitious, but included the Flag of St. George, 
the Flag of St. Andrew, the Catalan flag and the Pakistani flag, accompanied by an 
orchestral soundtrack comprised most noticeably of percussion instruments, mewrs 


The channel logo consisted of the BBC logo followed by uppercase 'News 24' text to the 
right.4241 The white logo was located at the bottom of the screen and as a Digital on- 
screen graphic (DOG) in the top left of the screen.#! A digital clock was also used with 
the look and was located in a translucent grey stripe to the bottom left of the screen. 
1 Other graphics including Astons, information graphics located at the bottom of the 
screen, were written on a two toned translucent purple and yellow background that 
merged into the picture.““ If a broadcast was live, an additional orange stripe with 
'LIVE' inside was added on top of the clock to denote this fact. 


BBC News 24 theme 


aN 


AJ 


The BBC News title 
"drums" at launch 
1997 


Problems playing this file? 
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Promotions for the channel followed the style used by the rest of the BBC 

Television network, consisting of the channel logo located at the bottom of the screen 
throughout the promotion, with information being added on top of the logo at the end. 
m The channel font was Gill Sans, also used by the BBC as a whole. 


Due to the rolling news nature of the channel, in the final few minutes to the top of the 
hour, a filler sequence was used which featured one of the flags waving while the music 
built up, with flag and music linking seamlessly into the ident at the top of the hour. This 
filler would often be overlaid with a programme schedule for upcoming programmes or 
promoting the BBC News Website. 


The new look BBC News 24 was deliberately meant to look more open and friendly to 
new audiences and to look less authoritative. As a result, the newsreaders didn't wear 
jackets and were filmed in the BBC Newsroom at the time, which was the studio for BBC 
News 24.8 The walls of this newsroom were decorated with panels featuring the bold 
colours and shapes such as stars, semicircles and numerous lines seen in the idents. 

1 Separating the newsroom from the desk was a simple metal barrier.“! Behind and left 
of the desk was a special weather station featuring a computer and weather graphic 
monitor. 


Following the move to the new BBC News Centre, located in BBC Television Centre, of 
all television and radio bulletins, the backdrop to BBC News 24 was changed to include 
a camera view of the new newsroom with a coloured panel featuring the BBC News logo 
over a flag. 2 


On the channel some overnight bulletins were simulcast on BBC World, and as a result 
the logo on the ident was changed to the generic BBC News logo, increased in size and 
placed in the centre of the screen.“ Another logo variation also existed which became 
prominent on bulletins around 1998, featuring a two-line logo where the 'News 24' 
appeared below and of equal length to the BBC logo itself. 


1999 cream look(edit] 


All BBC News content shared a uniform style in 1999 


By 1999 a problem had become apparent with BBC News, something noticed 

by Lambie-Nairn. Despite an attempt in 1993 to unite all the news bulletins under a 
single brand, the news brand overall had fragmented with different looks for BBC News 
bulletins, Breakfast News, regional news, BBC News 24 and BBC World. As a result, 
Lambie-Nairn introduced a new brand that would encompass all of the BBC News 
output, with the exception of Breakfast News which would relaunch in 2000 as BBC 
Breakfast with the new style. Regional news would get a slight variation of the look but 
with several elements retained. 


This style involved a new cream and red colour scheme and a numeral to represent the 
time of day of the bulletin. In the case of News 24, a large '24' was used instead." 

u1 The ident designed featured a cream background with red pulsating rings and 
scenes; throughout the idents, place names would appear as anagrams and 
systematically flick through letters to form the place name, while a map of the UK could 
be seen at the beginning of the sequence and various styles of clock faces could be 
seen in the red ellipse with the hands passing a '24' mark on the clock face.2%4 The 
sequence ended with a large white '24' seen from the front left against a red ellipse on 
a cream background with the one-line BBC News logo overlaid the numeral in the centre 
of the screen.2%24 The music for the ident and for the whole of BBC News was composed 
by David Lowe and incorporated elements such as the BBC Pips, used on BBC Radio to 
mark the hour. This score was vastly different from the orchestral scores used by other 
news producers ITN and Sky News. The music was considered bold and different. 2ccozate 


whom?] 


The graphics used by the channel were changed; the DOG remained the same, the 
background colour of the clock was changed to purple, and the box no longer extended 
off to the left of the screen.2%221 When a live broadcast occurred, a graphic was added on 
top of the clock, however the colour was changed to red.2%2] Equally, the channel 
astons were changed so the main body text, stating details about the story, shared the 
same translucent purple colour as the clock while the headline strip was a solid cream 
colour with bold red text.2%21 This strip changed colour in the event of a breaking 

news story, when it became red with white text,“2 or when the channel reported the 
death of a notable public figure, such as Princess Margaret, when the heading became 
black with white text.221 


Promotional style remained the same as from launch with the BBC News 24 logo being 
used and the generic BBC style used.“ However, more adventurous styles were being 
tested with the one-line logo often being dropped in favour of the large 24 numeral. 

m Gill Sans was retained as the font on the channel. 


For the re-launch, the idea of a filler was extended further to a full countdown. This 
consisted of world continents rotating on the left hand side of the screen which 
overlapped two large numerals filling the right side of the screen counting down until 
the top of the hour. The soundtrack used an extended version of David Lowe's 
soundtrack for the main titles. The beeps in the soundtrack, similar to the BBC Pips, 
corresponded to the seconds changing and became louder and more noticeable from 10 
seconds. This countdown came with and without the BBC News 24 one-line logo at the 
bottom and also had programming details overlaid on some junctions.2%241 


On the occasions that BBC News 24 simulcast with BBC World, a generic BBC News 
graphic featuring a world at the centre was used - this graphic was also used for the 
generic bulletins on BBC Television.22 


There was also a change in the BBC News 24 set. Upon re-launch in 1999, the 
newsroom feel was retained but smartened up with beige and red walls.%31 To either 
side of the long desk were two flat screen televisions for linking into sport, weather and 


to partake in interviews; a large curved half wall went around the rear of the desk 
separating it from the newsroom.#22431 The newsroom featured numerous televisions 
embedded into the far back wall and attached to a circular display behind the desk 
suspended from the ceiling.22%2 Weather was now presented from the main weather 
studio used by the terrestrial bulletins and Sport was now presented from its own studio 
featuring a small desk against a background of ten small televisions embedded into the 
wall 221 


In April 2002 some small changes were made to the studio and graphics. The astons 
were changed to a shaded area beneath a red line containing all the information; for 
breaking news this remained on screen throughout.“4 The studio was also changed: the 
suspended circular television display was removed in favour of a bank of televisions at 
the very back of the studio, and television screens were arranged around the two pillars 
behind the desk. 


One final change of the look occurred in January 2003 when the countdown sequence 
was replaced by four sequences showing peoples busy lives, combining a mix of 
ordinary footage and time-lapse photography. These scenes were counted down by the 
David Lowe theme and an italicised second counter in the bottom right corner.2%241 


2003 clamshell [edit] 


24 


BAA News 


Between 2003 and 2007 the top of the hour sequence included the first news headline 


In 2003, BBC News 24 dropped the cream look from 1999 and adopted a new look, 
designed in house, and featuring a black and red globe.“ The look had been a result of 
a government report carried out by Richard Lambert which had investigated whether 
BBC News 24 had been fulfilling its remit.222282129 |t praised the improvements made 
by the channel in April 2002 but stated the BBC needed to become more "distinct" and 
needed a "clearer sense of direction". 22u22 This new presentation package aimed to 
respond to these suggestions. 21221231 


Nicknamed the 'clamshell' in reference to the finishing position of the red segments, the 
ident began with the rapid expansion of a red sphere with a disc intersecting it to reveal 
a globe before the disc segments reform together as the background to the globe in the 
familiar clamshell design. Overlaid the globe, and formed at the conclusion by the 
formation of five lines, is a large numeral '24'. Below the ident at the bottom of the 
screen is a white BBC News logo. The composed by David Lowe was altered by him for 
the new look. A key part of the look was the inclusion of the top headline into a ribbon 
which orbited the globe for a time before retracting back; other ribbons of this nature 
were present in the background, but featured the BBC News logo. The 24 numeral was 
originally a creamy yellow in colour before becoming silver in colour in 2004 when the 
identity was subsequently adopted across the television news output. The '24' numeral 
was dropped when the titles are used in BBC News bulletins on BBC One. #2411251 


The graphics of the re-launch were different from those of the last look in many ways. 
The BBC News 24 channel identification was moved from the upper left corner of the 
screen to become part of the Aston; the News 24 has been brought down below the BBC 
logo and is contained along with the clock in a red box with the red and black globe 
visible in the background.@922I2428) The remainder of the aston featured a red heading 
with black information box with white text with no specific colour used for breaking 
news. meses For live broadcasts, a red box containing 'LIVE' was added to the top left 
corner of the screen, usually with the location written to the right in a black box. 

261 Originally no ticker, a device used to scroll news and information across the bottom of 
the screen, was used consistently on the channel,29 however one was adopted c.2004.24 
11 This ticker ran from below the clock across to the right of the screen; the topic of the 
ticker was shown in a black box below the clock with the news rolling by in black ona 
white background separated by the BBC logo.2#22 


Promotions for the channel changed with the new look, with the channel adopting a box 
logo of a dark red colour with an upper case 'News 24' below the BBC logo in white 
inside. The box is located throughout the promotion to the lower right corner of the 
screen. The channel also began to change their font, making greater use of 

the Arial font alongside the Gill Sans logo.2824 


The previous countdown style was retained, with images of everyday life 

alongside time-lapse photography being used. The numerals were moved to the bottom 
left corner and straightened up. The bottom of the screen was now shaded black, 
containing the numerals and a small programme menu placed to the right of the 
numeral. The menu and shading would often fade out at five and ten seconds to the 
hour respectively. #261 


The far right section of the BBC News set in use between 2003 and 2008. 


For bulletins simulcast with BBC World, no numeral was seen over the clamshell, and for 
some programmes such as The World Today the programme title replaced the numeral, 
leaving only the BBC News logo at the bottom of the screen.! 


For the re-launch, the studio was completely redesigned. The newsroom in the 
background was laid out and separated from the studio by glass panels that were 
slightly frosted. The studio was split into three sections to allow a more flexible 
presentation style;4# the middle section contained the main desk and flanked by two 
screens behind the desk to the left and right; the left hand segment featured a small 
round standing studio for delivering headlines and news roundups while the right hand 
segment featured a round standing set with a screen behind, usually used for sports, 
business and in depth review. The whole set was designed by Simon Jago. 2#2z2u1281291 


In 2005, the countdown was changed following a test on BBC World. The new sequence 
showed the elements involved in bringing news to the air, including footage of BBC 


journalists, cameramen and production staff around the UK and the world. The new 
sequences were the brainchild of Mark Chaudoir of BBC Broadcast and were specially 
shot on DV to give the shots a gritty look. Overlaid on the footage are red bars 
representing the news being broadcast between satellite transmitters worldwide. A red 
translucent bar extended from the left hand side of the screen containing the 
countdown clock featuring the seconds and marking every frame (PAL timecode) .288° 


2007 Clamshell [edit] 


In 2007, the play-out systems for BBC World and BBC News 24 were upgraded and 
replaced. As a result, the channels presentation was upgraded to keep the look fresh on 
22 January 2007.8422 This new look was subsequently rolled out to the other BBC News 
bulletins the same year.22! 


The new idents had the same theme as the previous look, but the whole look had been 
upgraded with new 3D glossy graphics. The new ident began with a close up of the 
rotating red and black globe over Europe, South Asia and Australia while the strands of 
news seen in the countdown circle the world. The ident then pulls out to a full view of 
the globe as a single ‘BBC News' ribbon moves backwards across the globe and the red 
segments form the clamshell shape. The numeral appears last, appearing from the 
background outwards. The numeral is now pure white and has a small reflection 
immediately below the numeral. The BBC News one-line logo is still present at the 
bottom of the ident. The numeral would be removed prior to programming simulcast on 
BBC World. 221241 


BBC News theme 


The BBC News title 
music by David 
Lowe in 2007 


Problems playing this file? 
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The channel graphics changed quite considerably for this new look. The channel name 
was returned to the one-line variation seen previously and placed at the bottom left of 
the screen just inside the 4:3 safe zone of the 16:9 widescreen picture; the white logo 
was contained inside a dark red box that extended to the far left of the screen. 221241 To 
the right of the logo was a white bar containing a, now fully adopted, news ticker, 321831 
&41 News stories appeared in black and were separated by the BBC logo as previous. The 
clock was originally located to the left of the BBC News 24 logo, however in February 
2007, due to complaints from viewers that the clock was cut off a 4:3 screen,@2 it was 
moved and contained within a black box at the very left of the white news ticker, 24221 
e4 Above the logo and ticker was the information about the story and the people 
involved.24 The headline itself was contained within an opaque dark red stripe crossing 
the entire picture, while the further information was added below in a translucent black 


section.3341 The design of the live broadcast tag remained the same with the exception 
of a darker colour red used. eaea 


Promotions for the channel remained relatively the same as previously with two main 
differences: the BBC News 24 box logo was moved to the left hand corner of the screen 
and any information given at the end of the promotion was added at the bottom above 
and below a red line that extended from the logo across the screen.“ 


The countdown was retained in its entirety upon its launch in January 2007,23 but was 
tweaked slightly in 2008 when the BBC News 24 logo was overlaid on the sequence and 
the time was moved to the bottom right corner of the screen and overlaid directly onto 
the image.® It was about this time that the sequences were updated with new images 
of the BBC journalists and production staff. 


The studio set was retained from the last look with no major modifications made. The 
furniture was a slightly deeper shade of red to match the new graphics, but apart from 
this the three section set was retained. 8132! 


2008 White look(edit] 


Following the name change in 2008 the graphics were also re-launched 


In April 2008, the entire BBC News department was reorganised at a cost of £550,000." 
871 As part of this, a new look was commissioned by Mark Byford, designed by Lambie- 
Nairn and the BBC News designers, featured a new remix of the theme by David 

Lowe and was subsequently applied to the whole BBC News output.242! The result of 
this was that BBC News 24 was renamed as BBC News and referred to on air as the BBC 
News Channel.£2422 This was as a result of a survey which revealed that the majority of 
the population referred to the channel as News 24 and saw the channel as inferior to 
the main news bulletins.24 


The new titles feature an abstract globe made out of the continents and given shape by 
pulsating rings of a red colour; the ident itself features the globe coming together from 
many different angles and ending with the globe fully formed on the right of the screen. 
sws The new BBC News box logo was also added to the bottom left corner of the 
screen and featured the word 'News' below the BBC logo. 2291401 The box look fits with 
the other brands of the BBC and allows cross promotion of the channel. In addition to 
the main ident a second short animation, called a sting, was used. Stings had been used 
previously by the channel, however mainly as a break between headlines. In the current 
look, the red globe is used only at the beginning of bulletins themselves whereas the 
sting is to identify the channel or to introduce news related programming into the 
schedule, such as Clickee» This sting involves each of the continents appearing in the 
centre of the screen as each pulsating ring passes over it, ending up with a full grey and 
white globe overlaid with the BBC News logo in the centre of the screen, 223211401 


The re-launch also saw a modification in the channels DOG and Aston design. The one- 
line BBC News logo was now used as the channel DOG and remained at the bottom left 
of the screen, however inside the 4:3 safe zone, inside a deep red box matching the 
same colour as the box logo design. To the immediate right, the channel clock was 
encased in a black box with white text and running from there to the far right of the 
screen is the news ticker, now grey in colour with white text. The ticker subject would 
rotate up from the far left side of the ticker and dissolved out once the news began to 
scroll across, separated by large dots. Above all this would be a double thickness white 
box containing any information, headlines or people identification, in which case the 
person’s name or headline would appear in bold in the top of the box. If a live broadcast 
occurred, then this would be denoted by a red 'LIVE’ identification in the top left corner 
of the screen with the location of the broadcast listed in a black box to the right. In the 
case of breaking news, the Aston would change colour accordingly. If breaking news 
appears on the ticker, then the ticker box would become red, as would the main aston 
itself which would switch to a red box with white text. Also in these occasions, another 
smaller box would be added on top of the main aston and aligned left to indicate the 
story was breaking; this smaller box was white with bold red text. 2zsuoen 


Promotions for the channel used a similar style to that used previously, with the BBC 
News box logo appearing in the bottom left corner of the screen throughout, with end 
boards frequently over the white globe background. However, promotions for the 
channel itself have become less frequent as the adoption of the same logo and idents 
for all news bulletins causes confusion when promoting the service as to which bulletin 
or service the promotion is referring to. At the same time, BBC News as a whole 
organisation, systematically adopted Gill Sans as the typeface for all graphics and logos, 
following the use of other typefaces in previous years,.24 


The 2013 countdown sequence 


The countdown style was retained for the new look. The countdown still featured 
journalists and production crew filming the reports, with the red News beams still seen 
being broadcast from transmitters and satellite dishes. The timer has remained in the 
bottom right corner and still records frame (PAL timecode), but changed to use the Gill 
Sans font in line with the rest of the channel, and also adopted the BBC News box logo 
in the bottom left corner of the screen instead of the DOG used in the previous look. The 
countdown concluded by linking directly into the sting animation 87101421 


One of the most dramatic changes was as a result of the set change. Following the 
feedback stating that BBC News 24 was less authoritative than the main news bulletins, 
the newsroom was abandoned. The channel moved into Studio N6 in Television Centre; 
the set there had been in use for approximately a year, and featured a single desk ona 
raised platform in the middle of the rectangular studio, with video walls running round 
the centre of all the walls.242!@41 As a result, an image or graphic could appear anywhere 
on the many screens behind the presenters, allowing a great deal of flexibility in the 


arrangement of the channel and the presentation of news stories and of business and 
sports news.24 


2013 White look(edit] 


Following BBC News' move to Broadcasting House on 18 March 2013, the on-screen 
presentation of BBC News was refreshed. The main titles remained the same however 
the channel logo was made smaller and stayed on screen for a few seconds after the 
titles. The channel's astons were altered and the font was changed from Gill Sans to 
Helvetica Neue. Also, a new countdown sequence was used, this time featured more red 
beams and report filming, and the countdown and opening title music is slightly 
modified. 


Channel production was changed to HD, although this was only visible during BBC TWO 
HD simulcasts prior to the 10 December 2013 launch of BBC News HD. 


2019 Reith redesign[edit] 


been 


2019 Reith redesign 


On 15 July 2019, the BBC rolled out its new on-air look replacing the layout seen since 
2013, unifying the presentation used online and on other BBC on-air properties across 
news bulletins, the BBC News Channel, BBC Breakfast and local news bulletins. The new 
layout makes use of the BBC Reith typeface extensively, much like that used on other 
BBC channels, for example BBC Two. Text is generally larger, notably with headlines, 
with containing boxes strongly contrasting with the background, taking up more space 
on the screen, something that has drawn criticism for often obscuring the content 
behind. The BBC cites these changes as improving readability, making content easier to 
read on smartphones and tablets, for example on the BBC's official YouTube channels 
where content is often ripped straight from TV. As part of this redesign, the BBC 
replaced the long-used headline 'ticker', replacing it with headlines that scroll from the 
bottom individually, one at a time. Despite these changes, only the local bulletin titles 
have been updated, otherwise using the 2008 titles and music.“ 


BBC Parliament/edit] 
1998 Water look(edit] 


BBC Parliament took over from the cable-only Parliamentary Channel on 23 September 
1998, transmitting sessions of the House of Commons, House of Lords, Scottish 
Parliament, Welsh National Assembly, and the Northern Ireland Assembly among other 
programmes of political interest.4242 Upon launch, the channel was available on cable, 
satellite and on digital terrestrial television, however the latter platform had insufficient 
bandwidth to allow the channel to transmit pictures, and it was restricted to sound-only 
transmissions with a fixed caption identifying the channel. 


The channel's launch identity featured the channel logo in the centre of the screen over 
a background similar in style to water and accompanied by an orchestral musical score. 
The channel logo consisted of the BBC logo with the channel name ‘Parliament’ written 


to the right in white upper case text, as common with all other BBC channels at the 
time, 


The BBC Parliament logo would also appear as a Digital on-screen graphic (DOG), 
located in the top left hand corner of the screen and present for all programmes. 

“a Accompanying coverage were Astons, graphics at the bottom of the screen, that 
provided information on the speakers in the coverage. These astons consisted of a black 
bar, upon which information such as the speakers name and party affiliation would be 
shown at opposite ends of the bar, and a box beneath for additional information related 
to the speech or to state the constituency depending on which house was being 
broadcast.“ This large box would be colour-coded according to house - green for the 
House of Commons,* red for the House of Lords and additional colours for other 
committees and coverage. On the occasion that the broadcast scenes were not live and 
instead recorded, a 'R' would appear encased in a circle in the top right corner of the 
screen, 4 


Prior to channel programmes, short idents known as 'stings' were used to introduce the 
programme. These featured the BBC Parliament logo at the bottom of the screen with 
the programme title in the centre against the water background of the ident.“ This 
same background was used over programme menus and other generic channel 
information, however in these cases the channel broke with common BBC style by 
aligning the text right and by not including the channel logo at the bottom of the 
screen, although the logo was present through the channel DOG.“£ The channel did 
adhere to common practice with promotions however, with the BBC Parliament logo 
present throughout the promotion at the bottom of the screen and with programme 
details appearing centred above the logo at the end of the promotion." The typeface 
used by the channel was Gill Sans, in line with the rest of the corporation. “244 


2002 spiral(edit] 


The BBC Parliament ident, used between 2002 and 2009 


In 2002, BBC Parliament underwent several changes. On the DTT platform, the 
channel's bandwidth was increased enough to allow a quarter-screen picture to be 
broadcast, with the remaining screen space taken up by commentary of the channel. 
The channel's output was also upgraded to 16:9 widescreen, one of the last BBC 
channels to do so. As a result of these changes, a stronger presentational package was 
adopted. Created in house by BBC News, the new ident would represent the "inner 
workings of Parliament", through the depiction of the mechanisms of Big Ben and the 
design inspirations of the Palace of Westminster. 


The new ident featured a rotating coil of metal, with teeth cut into the outside edges of 
the spiralled coil.“ Pulsating rings would also be emitted from the coil as it spun, 
reflecting the BBC News style at the time, and the camera angle would often change 
position throughout the ident.” The ident ended with the one-line BBC Parliament logo 
appearing in the centre of the screen.“ The ident itself was a filmed model, built and 
shot at Pirate by Martin Godward and lit by Tony May with post production by SVC. 

471 The soundtrack was by David Lowe and was similar to the BBC News theme of the 
time and reflected the similarity between the channel and the BBC News service. 


The channel DOG survived in the same one-line form and in the same location in the top 
left of the screen.“ The channel graphics were advanced upon the re-launch from the 
original designs. The astons featured a red box crossing the screen with a translucent 
shaded area below, with both intersected by a vertical box on the left-hand side of the 
screen and running between both regions.“= The red box at the top would contain the 
motion being passed or the event itself, such as Prime Ministers Question Time, while 
the area below would feature information about the act or the session or the names of 
the people speaking; in these cases their name would feature in bold with their party 
and seat below.“ The cross section box would feature the date of the debate on the top 
line in an orange box with a pictorial reference below, usually the logo, to represent the 
house, assembly or parliament being broadcast.“ In the case of an outside address, 
such as to a press conference or another country's parliament, then a pictorial camera 
was used instead. 


BL BIC 


PARLIAMENT 


The BBC Parliament box logo 


Channel promotions originally featured the generic BBC style featuring the BBC 
Parliament one-line logo present during the whole promotion, with further information 
appearing centred at the end.“ However, after some time the promotional style 
changed to a box style, where the 'Parliament' name was shown below a BBC logo and 
contained inside a box of a deep red colour to match BBC News 24 at the time. This box 
would remain present throughout the promotion in the bottom left corner of the screen. 
Programme menus were frequently used and originally consisted with the same styling 
as previous, with the menu moved towards the centre of the screen.“= However, this 
was later changed so that the programme names were located in a shaded box and that 
the date was made smaller and located in a red bar running across the upper screen. 
Often, pictures representing the titles of the programmes were used as inserts against 
the spiral background as 'Next' graphics. The channel font was originally Gill Sans, as 
used previously, however some elements of the channel began to use different fonts, 
such as Arial - mainly for aston graphics and menus; the logo and promotion font 
remained Gill Sans. 


2009 CogsS(edit] 


BIBIC] 
PARLIAMENT 


The BBC Parliament ident, used from 20 April 2009 to 10 October 2016. 


In April 2009, BBC Parliament was rebranded and brought up to date and more into line 
with BBC News output. The new design was by Lambie-Nairn and the music was by 
David Lowe. 


The new ident featured the idea of cogs, with numerous cogs inside each other turning 
and twisting as viewed on screen from different angles; the centre cog is solid and 
features an 'X' cut out of the centre.“ The whole sequence represented the inner 
workings of Parliament itself, with the centre cog used to mark an individual vote at the 
centre of government. The cogs were shown on a white background, with red elements 
integrated into the sequence with the cogs being lit red at the end of the sequence. 

“s1 The cogs would form together to the right of the screen at the end of the sequence, 
mirroring the location of the globe in the 2008 BBC News sequences.” The channel 
name would appear in the final seconds of the ident with the name 'Parliament' written 
below a BBC logo in grey and bold; the logo was aligned left, rather than centred, and 
was placed in the middle left of the screen.“ Also present throughout the idents were 
geographical place names linked together by thin grey lines; this reflects back to the 
BBC News look who use place names in their opening titles but also to BBC Parliament's 
field of operation as all place names are locations of government the channel 

covers: Westminster, Holyrood, Cardiff Bay, Stormont, Strasbourg and Brussels.“ 


The channel aston and DOG changed significantly with the latest re-launch, with a new 
style similar to the BBC News Channel in use. The BBC Parliament DOG retained its one- 
line format, however the ‘Parliament’ name was made bold, and was moved to the 
bottom of the screen; located to the left of the screen in a red box, it formed an integral 
part of the aston graphics.“2 To the right of this box another black box of the same 
height contained the date of the debate. A grey box then extended to the right of the 
screen in which the debating location was placed, such as House of Commons, in upper 
case. Above this lower bar, a translucent white box would contain information about the 
debate and the members speaking, with the members name in bold and their party 
affiliation and seat listed below. On top of this, a red translucent box, aligned to the left 
of the white box, would name the debate or event in progress. In the event of a live 
broadcast, a red box will be displayed in the top left corner of the screen containing 
'Live'. In some instances, a grey box containing 'Recorded' is displayed in cases of old 
debated being broadcast. 


Channel menus would take place over the cog graphic, with the cog rotating in the 
centre of the screen, while the menu is displayed on the right side of the screen against 
a shaded white area with the BBC Parliament DOG in the red box present at the bottom. 
“s This centralised cog graphic would also link into live coverage of a debate, with the 
name appearing in the centre of the cog and the BBC Parliament logo present at the 
centre bottom of the screen without the red box surround." The look also 


reasserted Gill Sans as the only typeface used on the channel, in line with the internal 
BBC corporate style and that of BBC News.“ This package last appeared on 10 October 
2016 prior to the launch of the current look. 


2016 "Cogs and colours" [edit] 


On 10 October 2016, the BBC News red and gears look gave way to a new on-screen 
imaging package with colourful idents and softer, orchestral music led by an oboe 
soloist with plucked strings, percussion and elements of a chorus. Here, the cogs from 
the previous look are re-imagined as free-wheeling, less-clock-like, spinning on an 
invisible axis in a layered formation, overlaid on blocks of translucent colours, flipping 
over with a mix of 3-D cog wheels and line-drawn cogs. The main ident between shows 
is now silent, with the cogs flipping over and spinning not unlike the former ITV 
Rediffusion logo. The effect is less mechanical and less bombastic than the previous 
ident, more pastel-shaded and includes images of the parliaments of the UK home 
nations and the EU parliament. The transition to the new look was marked by a 
presenter sitting in the editing suite throwing a fader, to reveal the new look which was 
played out in full. The BBC Parliament identity is different from the previous one, with 
upper and lower case lettering and a softer, grey look similar to the main BBC News. 

481 The transition to the new package did not coincide with the beginning of the British 
conference season, which meant that coverage of the SDP Conference of October 2016 
had the visuals of the 2009 look overlaid with the new 2016 music. 


The on-screen graphics for live and recorded sittings remained unchanged, similar to 
the BBC News channel look. 


BBC World News/[edit] 
1995 FlagS(edit] 


BBC World's flags look in 1995. 


The channel originally launched as BBC World on 16 January 1995 at 19:00 GMT. The 
new channel was formed following the split of BBC World Service Television into the 
international news and current affairs channel BBC World and the entertainment 
channel BBC Prime.“ 


The channel's launch identity was designed by Lambie-Nairn and consisted of various 
elements of flags and of fictitious flags themselves.“ The ident consisted of various 
elements of flag designs, such as coloured stars, crosses, parallel lines and rectangular 
coloured flag segments moving off the screen in all directions to reveal the BBC World 
logo against a blue flag background.“ The BBC World logo at the time featured the BBC 
logo over the channel name ‘World’ written in the typeface Twentieth Century, the 


typeface used by the entire channel at the time.“ To give the impression of the logo 
floating atop the flag, a shadow of the logo was added below.“ The music featured 

an orchestral score heavy on Brass instruments. The introduction of the news 
programmes themselves also consisted of similar elements, with the flag segments 
seen moving across the globe before forming behind the channel name in a translucent 
rectangle with the BBC logo on top. This was deliberately intended to give the titles and 
the ident a similar look and to link between them.“ 


The channel logo featured as the channel Digital on-screen graphic (DOG) also, which 
was located in the top left corner of the screen and identified the channel.“ The 
channel didn't use any astons, or graphics present at the bottom of the screen to 
provide information, that were permanently placed there. Graphics consisted solely of a 
bar running across the bottom of the page which was multi-coloured to match the flag 


designs, but muted by a translucent finish to appear more appropriate for the bulletins. 
[49] 


The channel promotional style was consistent with the remainder of BBC 

Television output, consisting of a sidebar that appeared at the end of the ident 
containing an image from the BBC World flags ident. The programme name would 
appear at the bottom of the screen, aligned left, while the programme times were 
placed in the sidebar to reflect different world areas. Various other channel continuity 
elements also used the flags, such as 'Coming up' and 'Next' graphics, as well as break 
bumpers and break fillers. In addition, some promotion stings were also used which 
revolved around people in a colour filtered environment before the promotion ran, neisa 


The studio set at the time featured an extended computer generated set used by the 
BBC domestic news at the time. This featured a desk which was extended by computer 
graphics in wide shots of the studio, and featured an artificial studio environment.“ 


1997 flags(edit] 


To coincide with the launch of BBC News 24 and the BBC's corporate rebrand as a 
whole, BBC World refreshed its identity. Designed by Lambie-Nairn, the new look kept 
the flags theme but updated it and brought it into line with BBC News 24. The ident 
transitioned between different fictitious flag designs against an orchestral soundtrack, 
composed and produced by Joe Glasman of HUM music production, as part of a suite of 
music for BBC World, which was different from BBC News 24 and slightly more subdued 
than the previous look.& 


BBC World's logo now followed the corporation logo guidelines, which consisted of 

the new BBC logo followed by the channel name 'World' in upper case to the right of the 
logo.©4 This same logo was also used as the channel DOG, located in the top left corner 
of the screen throughout all programming.=! The channel uses few on screen graphics 
and astons for news coverage; this is partly a result of the differing time zones across 
the broadcast area so the use of a clock is inaccurate and impractical. When introducing 
people, or for a summary of the headlines, a single box was used which features one of 
the flag designs in the far right of the box and a background of a combined blue design. 


The channel promotions for upcoming programmes followed the same guidelines as the 
rest of the television network and consisted of the BBC World logo located at the bottom 
of the screen throughout the promotion, with information being added on top of the 
logo at the end.& The channel font was changed to Gill Sans, also used by the BBC as a 
whole. Also used between breaks in programmes, when adverts were not inserted by 
some operators, were break fillers consisting a white flag background and a stripe 
across the top in a bright colour containing the information topic.&4 


Some bulletins on the channel were also simulcast on BBC News 24, often during the 
overnight GMT slot, and in these cases the bulletin used a generic 'BBC News' one-line 
logo placed in the centre of the screen. In these cases, the idents played with the BBC 
News 24 music version and were presented from the BBC News 24 studio. 24 


2000 Cream and Red look(edit] 


The channel ident from 2000. 


In April 3, 2000, BBC World was given a look that was based upon those being used by 
the rest of the BBC domestic news bulletins. Lambie-Nairn designed the new look which 
differentiated between the ident used on the channel and the titles for the bulletins.“ 


The ident used prior to programmes on the channel featured a rotating ellipse shape 
against a rotating globe background upon which the BBC World logo appears on top in 
white. In contrast, the news bulletins used the same cream and red colour scheme 
used by the rest of the BBC News network, with the exception of Breakfast News. These 
titles features pulsating rings moving over a small cream-and-red spinning globe in the 
centre of the screen from various angles while place names of various cities appear 
around.@41821 The globe finished inside two intersecting red ellipses, before the BBC News 
one-line logo appears in the centre of the screen and the BBC World one-line logo 
appears at the bottom of the screen.” The music was composed by David Lowe and 
was used on the rest of the BBC News network. 


The channel used a DOG in the form of the channel logo in the top left of the screen. 

&21 Beneath this, a red box with 'Live' inside would be added in the event of a live 
broadcast on the station. The aston graphics would only appear with certain 
information and featured a translucent purple colour box, extending from the right to 
the centre left of the screen, while the headline strip was a solid cream colour with bold 
red text. 2! 


Promotions for the channel still used the BBC World one-line logo at the centre bottom 
of the screen throughout.®=2! The break filler used the same background as the ident as 
well as a similar music remix to the ident itself. Each item was separated by a line of 
scrolling letters moving right across the screen, leaving behind the name of the 
upcoming strand such as Business, Coming up, Sport, before the scrolling letters move 
across the screen again removing the small word. The strand name would be placed 
in the top right corner of the screen with the information centred in the screen. Gill 
Sans was retained as the font on the channel.=! 


In addition to the filler, a countdown was used by the channel for the first time. The 
countdown included a rotating globe in the left side of the screen, while a large italic 
numeral counted down the seconds until the hour. The soundtrack accompanied the 
seconds and was a remixed variation of the news theme. As the countdown reached five 


seconds, a beep accompanied each second in a similar fashion to the BBC Pips; this was 
used as an inspiration to the news theme. 


On the occasions that BBC World simulcast with BBC News 24, a generic BBC News 
graphic, used for the generic bulletins on BBC Television, was used instead of the 
normal news graphic. 


To accompany the new look, BBC World swapped sets with BBC News 24, so that BBC 
World now used thusemall newsroom that had been used previously by News 24. The 
set featured the front desk with two flat screen televisions to either side of the desk, 
mounted on pillars. Immediately behind the presenters and only separated by a railing 
was the live newsroom set, complete with televisions embedded in the back wall and 
given a red makeover. = 


2003 orange clamshell[edit] 


Introduced on 8 December 2003, a new in house designed look was launched on BBC 
World. This new look brought back a similarity between the idents of the channel and 
the news graphics. The news ident was exactly the same as on BBC News 24 and 
consisted of a globe surrounded by orange segments and the movement of a stream 
containing the main headline around the globe, before the globe gets smaller and 
moves into the familiar ‘clamshell’ design.©! At the end, the BBC World one-line logo is 
added at the bottom of the screen, while a larger BBC News one-line logo is overlaid 
onto the globe in the centre of the screen. The ident consists of the globe up close 
surrounded on all sides by the orange segments and "BBC News" ribbons; the globe 
then shrinks back into the animated clamshell design before a large BBC World logo is 
added at the bottom of the screen along with the station tag line ‘Putting News First’. 53 


The channel DOG for the look was relocated during news bulletins to a two-line logo, set 
within a red box with a spinning globe in the background. At the bottom of this box, 
the BBC World news URL was added. Astons consisted of a black box extending from 
the bottom of the channel logo box to the right of the screen with a red ending to the 
box.£2 In the event of breaking news, a thick red box would be added above this other 
aston, containing the headline story. Later on, a ticker was added below the box in 
white with the news theme box in black and with the headlines separated by the BBC 
logo. 221 


The break filler was again changed with the look; an area to the left of the screen was 
devoted to news headlines or promotions for upcoming programmes while to the right 
small boxes contained promotions for online information and the latest stock 

market figures. The bottom of the screen showcased the next two programmes and 
their air times, while the background featured panning shots over orange global 
continents. As seen on the domestic channel, BBC World began to change their font, 
making greater use of the Arial font with the Gill Sans logo. 


A new countdown was also introduced with the look, featuring an orange globe rotating 
while the orange logo segments rise and fall around the globe, with the countdown 
seconds viewed on the globe itself as shaded numerals. After five seconds, the 
numerals disappear from the globe as the globe shrinks back into the BBC World ident, 
providing a seamless link. The music used is another variation of David Lowe's theme, 
however with more exotic themes inserted into the music and a greater emphasis on 
the second markers also. The set for the look was retained unchanged until 2006.53 


In 2005, the countdown was changed to a new sequence that showed the elements 
involved in bringing news to the air.=! These mainly involves footage, specially shot 
on DV for a gritty texture,“ of BBC journalists, cameramen and production staff around 


the UK and the world collecting news, while red beams are seen around the sky as that 
news is being broadcast.=! The new sequences were envisioned by Mark Chaudoir of 
BBC Broadcast. A red translucent box extended from the right hand side of the screen 
containing the countdown clock featuring the seconds and marking frame 

(PAL timecode). 


In 2006, the graphics were updated to a glossier news ident package, and the colours 
were updated so the orange was replaced with red. In addition, the ending of the news 
ident was amended so that a large BBC World one-line logo was placed in the middle of 
the screen, while a small BBC News logo was placed at the bottom of the screen. The 
astons remained the same for the look however. The biggest changes were to the set, 
which now featured a large oval desk with one screen behind and to the left and 
separated from the newsroom by a frosted glass railing.&2 


2007 clamshell [edit] 


In 2007, a new play out system for BBC World and BBC News 24 was installed and as a 
result the graphics were again altered. 3D glossy graphics were now used to depict the 
whole globe package. 2241 


The news ident consisted of the clamshell look as before, but began with close up globe 
shots over Europe, South Asia and Australia as news light beams traverse round the 
globe, before pulling out to see the globe spinning rapidly into place within the 
clamshell graphic and the BBC World one-line logo appearing at the bottom of the 
screen, 4551 Meanwhile, the generic channel ident consisted of a close-up of the globe, 
before panning left until the globe is located on the right side of the screen. A large BBC 
World one-line logo and tagline follow on the left side of the screen.&2 


The astons were changed as part of the new look, with the BBC World logo returned to 
one-line form and placed in a red box at the very bottom of the screen within 

the 4:3 safe zone, with the box extending to the left of the screen. The remainder of the 
bottom of the screen is taken up by a white news ticker, separated by BBC logos. Above 
this, shaded black areas are used for information with glossy dark red boxes added on 
top in the case of some programmes and breaking news.4152! 


Channel promotions now featured a BBC World box logo in dark red that was slightly 
elongated to either side so that the box was wider than on other BBC channels. This 
box, alongside the station tagline below, could be seen in the bottom right corner of the 
screen throughout.&! The promotion ended with no particular style and instead used the 
programme title sequence in place of the programme name. The break filler originally 
retained the style as used previously with updated channel logos,"=| however it was 
changed around 2008 to a new style.& This new layout featured two boxes adjacent to 
each other extending of each side of the screen. Where they meet in the centre left of 
the screen, the corners of the boxes curve with a slight gap between the two. The left 
hand box contains the topic of the information, e.g. News or Markets, placed sideways 
towards the right, while the right contains the information itself. Promotions included in 
the break filler took up the whole of the screen and shrank back as a smaller screen into 
a widened left hand box. The BBC World one-line logo in these occasions was located in 
the left hand corner of the screen. The background to each item varied and featured an 
image faded into a red toned background in the top and right sides.& 


The countdown remained the same following the new look with no logo present on 
screen and only appeared when the final red bar engulfed the screen at the end of the 
countdown.4 The studio set also remained the same, albeit with slight colour 
modifications to make the reds deeper.& 


2008 white look(edit] 


As part of the April 2008 changes that rebranded BBC News 24 as the BBC News 
channel, BBC World was renamed BBC World News. This gave the channel a closer link 
with the main news bulletins of the same name and firmly focused the channel on that 
aspect of broadcasting. The new look matched the domestic BBC News output while 
also mirroring the looks soon to be applied to the BBC Persian and BBC Arabic television 
stations. 


BBC World News box logo. 


The titles featured exactly the same on screen look as BBC News channel and featured 
an abstract globe of red pulsating rings against a white background with interconnected 
place names. The change of name also resulted in a new box logo for BBC World News; 
this featured the 'World News' name on a separate line for each word below the BBC 
logo in a red box, matching the colour of the BBC News department logo as a whole, 
and of the same size as the other BBC box logos used domestically. The new logo was 
placed in the bottom corner on the ident. For junctions into non news programming, an 
ident featuring the globe and box logo appearing in the centre of the screen as each 
pulsating ring pass over it, was used. The David Lowe music was retained, sharing a 
similarity with the domestic channel while appealing to more multicultural audiences. 


The channel DOG and aston was also changed in line with the BBC News channel, 
consisting of a one-line BBC World News logo inside a red box in the bottom left of the 
screen, within the 4:3 safe zone, with a grey news ticker from right of the logo through 
to the right of the screen. On top of both, a large white box would appear with headlines 
and additional information, including the name of the reporter or interview subject. In 
the case of breaking news, this large box would become red, and a smaller white box 
with bold red text would be added to the top left of this box declaring the news as such. 
The ticker would also become red if it was scrolling through breaking news stories. In 
the case of a live broadcast, the red 'Live' box would be added to the top left of the 
screen, occasionally accompanied by the local time in an adjacent black box. 


In addition to the generic news bulletins, other programmes with specific audiences 
were launched such as GMT, The Hub and World News Today which broadcast news live 
but to a different audience. The programmes all had distinct opening titles featuring the 
BBC World News box logo in the bottom left of the screen, mirroring the main titles for 
the bulletins. While these live programmes were on air, a box containing the 
programme name in bold white and a background based from the programmes' opening 
titles, was placed above the BBC World News logo in the aston design. Also, the usual 
astons for headlines and information were suspended with breaking news appearing in 
the ticker only.!2! 


Promotions for the channel usually consisted of the BBC World News logo located in the 
bottom right of the screen throughout. Break fillers retained the existing design with a 
few modifications; the unique background image was moved from the very background 


to inside the boxes with the information and was replaced in the screen background by 
a white and light grey version of the pulsating rings globe. The BBC World News box 
logo is also present in the bottom right of the screen throughout.£! Along with the rest 
of the BBC News organisation, the channel adopted the font Gill Sans for all on and off 
screen use," 


The channel still used the countdown as before, but the red box containing the 
numerals was removed and the numerals were changed to type Gill Sans. In contrast 
with the BBC News channel, BBC World News doesn't feature the channel logo until the 
end of the promotion, when the channel ident and sting is linked into instead. 


Following the repositioning of the domestic BBC News channel, the channel moved from 
its newsroom set to N6 at BBC Television Centre, freeing the way for BBC World News to 
move into the old newsroom in N8. The change occurred shortly after the rebrand, 
allowing time for N8 to be altered. The new set was rectangular and featured a desk 
with a frosted glass screen behind, imprinted with the BBC News abstract globe design 
and separating the newsroom, and had a large screen taking up the entire left side of 
the studio. This studio was primarily used, however another set was used, featuring a 
circular set with a small desk and a frosted glass screen behind. This screen displayed 
coverage of other channels in the newsroom, but due to the frosted glass was 
indistinguishable.= 


2013 White look(edit] 


This section needs 


<> 


expansion. You can help 
by adding to it. (March 2013) 


Following BBC News' move to Broadcasting House, the on-screen presentation of BBC 
World News was refreshed in January 2013. After a soft launch via BBC Two HD 
overnight simulcasts, BBC News HD was fully launched on 10 December 2013.2! The 
main titles remained similar after production moved to HD whilst the channel's astons 
were altered and the typeface was changed from Gill Sans to Helvetica. The BBC World 
News box logo is shown throughout the countdown, similar to BBC News. In 2014, the 
countdown has been redesigned again, with the BBC World News box logo showing its 
slogan, "Live the Story," at the bottom left of the screen. 


See also[edit] 


HIGSBBC portal 


e BBC News (TV channel) 
e BBC Parliament 
e BBC World News 


e History of BBC television idents 
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BBC Parliament is a British free-to-air television channel which broadcasts live and 
recorded coverage of the House of Commons, House of Lords and Select Committees of 
the Parliament of the United Kingdom, the Scottish Parliament, the London Assembly, 
the Northern Ireland Assembly and the Welsh Assembly. The channel also broadcasts 
reports from the European Parliament and the annual conferences of the main political 
parties and the Trades Union Congress. On average, 1.2% of the UK's total population 
watch the channel for more than three minutes at least once per week; these viewers 
watch for an average of just over two hours each over the course of the week." 


In July 2018, the BBC announced that the output on the channel was to be cut back, 
discontinuing all programming produced for the channel other than parliamentary 
coverage, and closing the channel entirely during summer months when Parliament and 
the devolved Assemblies are not sitting. The move has been criticised by 


many® including the former House of Commons Speaker John Bercow." In October 
2018, the BBC announced that it had shelved these plans.” 


History[edit] 


Before being taken over by the BBC, the channel was known as the Parliamentary 
Channel, operated by United Artists Cable and funded by a consortium of British cable 
operators.™ The Parliamentary Channel launched as a cable-exclusive channel on 13 
January 1992. The channel was purchased by the BBC in 1998, retitled BBC Parliament 
and relaunched on 23 September 1998. It now broadcasts on cable, satellite, 

and Freeview. 


The channel ran as an audio service via DAB from launch until 14 November 2000. 


Due to capacity limitations on the digital terrestrial television platform, now known 

as Freeview, from launch until 30 October 2002, the channel ran as "audio only". Then 
on Freeview from October 2002 until 13 November 2006 the channel was only able to 
broadcast a quarter-screen picture. After receiving "thousands of angry and 

perplexed emails and letters",= not to mention questions asked by MPs in the House 
itself, the BBC eventually found the bandwidth to make the channel full-screen. 


Until 2008, BBC Parliament was unique amongst the BBC channels in being broadcast 
using non-BBC facilities, with ITV's Millbank Studios in Westminster supplying the 
engineering and playout facilities. Production, editorial and journalism were, however, 
maintained by the BBC. 


The previous idents, also based on a Big Ben clock motif ran from 2009-2016.™ This 
replaced the channel's previous identity which was first introduced in 2002.44 


BBC Parliament was taken off the air during the 2012 Summer Olympics on Freeview in 
post-digital switchover areas to enable BBC Three to broadcast 24 hours a day. The BBC 
had done the same during the 2008 Summer Olympics as it used the space to provide 
an additional BBC Red Button option for Freeview users. 


BBC Parliament is the only BBC channel which does not broadcast in HD (apart from 
the BBC Red Button). This has been the case since 10 December 2013 when BBC 
Three, BBC Four, BBC News, CBBC, and Cbeebies began High Definition simulcasts.“4 


On 5 September 2016 BBC Two began broadcasting BBC Parliament during BBC Two's 
overnight downtime.” However this was short-lived and has subsequently been 
discontinued. 


On 14 October 2016, the channel received a new look and new idents, its first revamp 
since 2009. The channel's current identity went live on Monday 10 October 2016 with 
refreshed music and idents based on clock workings, with colours and images derived 
from the flags and assemblies of the British home countries and the European 
Parliament.22! 


Programming[edit] 
Regular programming (edit] 
Whenever the House of Commons is sitting, BBC Parliament carries the chamber live 


without interruption, with any simultaneous House of Lords sitting being shown in full 
later the same day and the following morning, often in sections that fit around the 


sittings of the Commons. The House of Lords is broadcast live only on days when there 
is no House of Commons sitting scheduled. BBC Parliament also provides full, recorded 
coverage of the House of Commons' second chamber Westminster Hall during 
weekends, when they will also broadcast selected evidence sessions from 

different select committees of the House of Commons. 


Whenever both Westminster chambers are in recess, but a devolved assembly is 
constituted, the channel will provide live coverage of its work, while during Westminster 
sessions, coverage of the devolved assemblies usually takes the form of highlights at 
the weekend of the previous week's main debates and business. 


Thus, when taken together with both live and recorded coverage from the other bodies 
it covers, BBC Parliament's schedule is dominated by direct broadcasts of the legislative 
and political institutions, whether they be plenary, quasi-plenary (such as Westminster 
Hall), or in committees that affect British public life. 


BBC Parliament also shows a variety of other recorded programmes, both made 
especially for the channel, and from across the BBC's national and international 
channels, including: 


e BOOKtalk - face-to-face discussion with authors about recently released political 
books, presented by Mark D'Arcy. Asummer special is also produced featuring 
several ‘beach books’. 

e Briefings -a strand of programmes, usually broadcast weekend evenings, 
containing recorded coverage of major press briefings and conferences given by 
politicians in the previous week. 

e Politics Live - a daily political programme broadcast live weekdays on BBC Two at 
12:15 PM during parliamentary sessions and presented by Andrew Neil and Jo 
Coburn. Politics Live discusses the latest political guests and talk about the day 
events across the United Kingdom, and is repeated on BBC Parliament every night at 
midnight. The Sunday Politics from BBC One (including the London region opt-out 
section) is also repeated at midnight on the day of broadcast. 

e Dragon's Eye (produced by BBC Wales) - presented by Adrian Masters or Rhun ap 
lorwerth, providing a weekly roundup of Welsh political developments (since 
replaced by the Welsh section of Sunday Politics). 

e Eòrpa (produced by BBC Gàidhlig) - current affairs series which covers political and 
social developments covering Europe, transmitted in Gaelic with English subtitles. 

e Hearts and Minds (produced by BBC Northern Ireland) - weekly programme 
covering the latest issues in the politics of Northern Ireland (since replaced by the 
Northern Irish section of Sunday Politics). 

e Lords Questions - recorded coverage of the most recent session of Questions in 
the House of Lords. 

e Mayor's Question Time - recorded coverage of the monthly question period in 
the London Assembly to the Mayor of London. 

e Politics Europe - monthly programme usually broadcast on a Friday which covers 
the latest political news across Europe, analysing both the situation in Brussels as 
well as within individual European nations. Filmed in exactly the same format as 
the Daily Politics, presented by Andrew Neil or Jo Coburn. Also broadcast on BBC 
World News. 

e Prime Minister's Questions - recorded coverage of the most recent session of 
Prime Minister's Questions in the House of Commons. Live coverage is also provided 
on the channel without comment or interruption as part of the channel's live 
coverage of the House of Commons' sittings. 


e Question Time (repeated from BBC One) - a topical debate programme based 
on Any Questions? which typically features politicians from at least the three major 
political parties as well as other public figures who answer questions put to them by 
the audience. Repeated every Sunday at 6 pm. 

e Scottish First Minister's Questions - recorded coverage of the most recent 
session of Questions to the First Minister of Scotland in the Scottish Parliament. 
Scottish First Minister's Questions is always broadcast on Thursday evenings at 
11:30 pm, and is repeated throughout the week. 

e Sunday Politics Scotland (produced by BBC Scotland) - the Scottish section of The 
Sunday Politics, presented by Gordon Brewer and transmitted on BBC One Scotland. 

e Ten Minute Rule Bill - Recorded coverage of a backbench MP seeking the leave of 
the House of Commons to introduce a piece of legislation on a specific topic under 
the rules of Standing Order 23. 

e The Day in Parliament - nightly programme, broadcast at 11 pm, or following the 
adjournment of the House of Commons if it sits after that time, that rounds up the 
day's headlines from across all of the UK's legislative chambers. The Record is 
usually presented by Keith McDougall, Alicia McCarthy, David Cornock, Mandy Baker 
or Kristina Cooper. 

e The Week in Parliament - a weekly 30-minute-long analysis and discussion of 
major events in the UK's legislative chambers. Special editions of the record are 
produced during Westminster recesses reviewing the preceding session, and at the 
end of the calendar year reviewing the previous 12 months. The weekly edition is 
presented by either Keith McDougall, David Cornock, Mandy Baker, Kristina Cooper 
and Alicia McCarthy, and the special editions are often presented jointly by 
McDougall and McCarthy. 

e This Week - repeated from BBC One and presented by Andrew Neil. An often-witty 
look at developments on the UK and international political scene, with a variety of 
guest contributions and discussions. Repeated at 10:15 pm every Friday. 

e The World Debate - part of a selection of programmes originally transmitted 
on BBC World News, that are broadcast exclusively on BBC Parliament to UK 
audiences, such as the 2009 London Intelligence Squared debates. 

e Washington Journal (from C-SPAN) - providing a lookback at the week in American 
politics, and providing the opportunity for UK viewers to contribute to a phone-in 
debate. 

e Welsh First Minister's Questions - recorded coverage of the most recent session 
of Questions to the First Minister of Wales in the National Assembly for Wales. Welsh 
First Minister's Questions is always broadcast on Tuesday evenings at 11:30 pm, and 
is then repeated throughout the week. 


BBC Parliament also broadcasts the annual party conferences of the UK's major political 
parties in full, highlights of the smaller party conferences, highlights of the General 
Synod of the Church of England, live coverage of the annual chamber sitting of the UK_ 
Youth Parliament in the House of Commons, oral evidence sessions from the British 
Youth Council's Youth Select Committee, and the annual House of Lords Chamber Event. 


Election night[ edit] 


In the event of one of the devolved nations producing their own results programme on 
election night, normally the first Thursday in May, BBC Parliament will usually broadcast 
this telecast to the whole of the United Kingdom. On election night for 

the 2005, 2010, 2015 and 2017 general elections, BBC Parliament aired BBC Scotland's 
result night coverage. A few days afterwards, it would also broadcast a replay of 
election night coverage from BBC Wales and BBC Northern Ireland. It also took BBC 


Scotland's coverage of both the 2011 devolved assembly elections and Scottish 
Independence Referendum. In March 2011 BBC Parliament simulcast BBC Wales's 
results coverage of the nation's devolution referendum. 


Original Programmes| edit] 


BBC Parliament often broadcasts its own original programmes. These can either be 
scheduled or used to fill any gaps in the billed programmes, especially when live 
coverage of a legislative chamber ends before the next programme is due to start. The 
programmes cover a variety of political and parliamentary subjects, including: 


e AtoZ of Westminster - A series of short programmes presented by BBC 
Parliament researchers that seek to explain some of the more common aspects of 
parliamentary protocol. 

e Britain's Best Buildings - Only the episode that features the Palace of 
Westminster is broadcast, usually edited down into short segments that focus on 
one specific feature of the palace. 

e Election File - Short summaries of previous general election results, including short 
bursts of the BBC's original television coverage. These files are now rarely shown. 

e In House - A new strand of programmes that replaced A-Z of Westminster in 2011. 
The programmes are similar in function to their predecessor series, seeking to 
explain some of the strange procedures that occur in Parliament. 

e Laying Down the Law - A standalone programme that explains the parliamentary 
stages a bill must go through to become an Act of Parliament. 

e MP Too! -A series of short programmes that look back at some eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries Members of Parliament who were more famous for their work 
outside of the House of Commons or House of Lords. 

e Village Idioms - Short examinations of modern-day idioms that were coined in 
Westminster, including 'reading the Riot Act’ and ‘flogging a dead horse’. 

e Laws and Ladies - A topical chat show, featuring a panel of peers discussing the 
political issues of the day. Those appearing are Baroness Boothroyd, Baroness 
Knight of Collingtree and Baroness Dean of Thornton-le-Fylde. 


Archive and special programming(edit] 
General election and referendum repeats/edit] 


Since 2002, the channel has frequently shown recordings of BBC general 

election coverage, from the 1955 election, the first British election programme to 

be telerecorded, to the 2010 election and also recordings of the 1975 EEC 
Referendum and the 2016 EU Referendum. Some have been broadcast on the 
anniversary of their original transmissions. The channel's editor has described this as 
adding "something of value" and says it helps the channel "reach a wider audience for 
our normal parliamentary schedule".241 


Election Coverage title Dates shown 


1955! 1955 General 26 May 2005 - 50th anniversary 
Election 26 May 2015 - 60th anniversary 


February 1974 


October 1974 


1975 United Kingdom 
European Communities 


membership referendum? 


1959 General 
Election 


1964 General 
Election 


1966 General 
Election 


BBC Election 70 


Election 74 


BBC Election 74 


The 
Referendum 
Result 


30 August 2015 


9 October 2009 - 50th anniversary 
9 October 2019 - 60th anniversary 


4 January 2004 
3 October 2008 
12 November 2014 


31 March 2006 - One hour 
‘highlights’ programme, 40th 
anniversary 

8 April 2006 - Full Coverage 

28 March 2016 - 50th anniversary 


26 September 2003 

18 July 2005 - Unadvertised; shown 
the day after the death of Ted Heath 
9 October 2010 


3 October 2003 

19 February 2010 

15 May 2010 

1 September 2012 - Shown in tribute 
to the late Alastair Burnet 

21 February 2014 - 40th anniversary 


10 October 2004 - 30th anniversary 
10 October 2014 - 40th anniversary 


5 June 2005 - 30th anniversary 

6 June 2015 - 40th anniversary 

5 June 2016 - 41st anniversary & run 
up to 2016 EU Referendum as part 
of 75 Not Out 


Decision 79 


Election 83 


Election 87 


Election 92 


Election 97 


Vote 2001 The 
Verdict 


Election Night 


Election 2010 


Election 2015 


7 September 2002 
3 May 2004 - 25th anniversary 
4 May 2009 - 30th anniversary 


13 April 2013 - Shown to mark the 


death of Margaret Thatcher 
6 May 2019 - 40th anniversary 


6 October 2006 
30 May 2008 - 25th anniversary 
1 April 2013 - 30th anniversary 


5 September 2005 
5 October 2007 
9 June 2012 - 25th anniversary 


9 April 2007 - 15th anniversary 
9 April 2012 - 20th anniversary 
8 April 2017 - 25th anniversary 


8 September 2002 

13 May 2005 

7 May 2007 - 10th anniversary 
4 September 2017 - 20th 
anniversary 7 


30 May 2011 - 10th anniversary 


7 May 2005 - Two days after its 
original transmission 


8 May 2010 - Two days after its 
original transmission 


9 May 2015 - Two days after its 


original transmission 


2016 United Kingdom 
European Union membership 


25 June 2016 - Two days after its 
original transmission 


EU Referendum 


referendum le 23 June 2018 - 2nd anniversary 

2017 Election 2017 10 June 2017 - Two days after its 
original transmission 

2019 Election 2019 14 December 2019 - Two days after 


its original transmission 


1 - Only three hours of the programme is known to exist. 

2 - This was given a special introduction by David Dimbleby, the son of Richard 
Dimbleby who presented the 1959 broadcast. Only the overnight footage was shown 
because the daytime coverage was not kept. 

3 - Only two hours of coverage is known to exist with the surviving coverage originally 
broadcast in mid-afternoon. 

*- In addition, the overnight coverage of the 1979 election was broadcast on BBC 
Four on 12 June 2008. 

5- The 1983 election was originally scheduled to be shown on 10 October 2003, but was 
not broadcast. 

€ - The 1997 coverage is broadcast "clean"- without the original on-screen graphics, 
although they have been included on all other election reruns. 

7 - The 1997 coverage was originally scheduled to be shown on 1 May 2017 to coincide 
with its 20th anniversary but due to the surprise calling of the 2017 general election 
scheduled for 8 June it was postponed and eventually shown on 4 September 2017. 


Special programming| edit] 


BBC Parliament often broadcasts programmes that have a historical or broader social 
significance, often encompassing major events both in the United Kingdom and in the 
world. They have also included a selection of programmes exploring issues of import 
and topicality in-depth, akin to BBC Four. They are generally shown on the anniversaries 
of major events. Programmes in this area have been diverse in character, such as the 
channel's first archive rerun, which was to celebrate the Golden Jubilee in June 2002 
when BBC Parliament reran the coronation coverage. 


2005-2006[ edit] 


In 2005, the channel marked the 40th anniversary of the death of Winston Churchill by 
broadcasting archive coverage of his funeral. 


In the same year, BBC Parliament also marked the 30th anniversary of the first 
referendum over Europe by reshowing interviews with the two main party leaders, and 
broadcasting the two hours of the Referendum results coverage which the BBC retains 
in its archives.25 


The 50th anniversary of the Suez Crisis was commemorated in November 2006, with 
writer and broadcaster Anthony Howard introducing a special series of programmes on 
the channel. This included television broadcasts by the then-Prime Minister Anthony 
Eden and the then-Labour Leader of the Opposition Hugh Gaitskell, alongside a new 
documentary called Suez in Parliament: a Fine Hullabaloo. 


2007-2008/ edit] 


On 1 April 2007,"2 veteran BBC correspondent Brian Hanrahan introduced Falklands 
Night to mark the 25th anniversary of the outbreak of the Falklands War. Programming 
included the BBC's original television news bulletins and reports from the period, 
alongside editions of Newsnight and excerpts of debates from Question Time. 

a7 Falklands Night was shown twice during the spring of 2007 to mark the beginning and 
the end of the conflict. 


On 1 July 2007, the channel broadcast Hong Kong Night, presented by Chris Patten, the 
last Governor of Hong Kong, which reran coverage of the handover ceremony, to 
coincide with the tenth anniversary of the end of British rule, and the transfer of 
sovereignty over Hong Kong to China.2# 


The 10th anniversary of the death of Diana, Princess of Wales was marked on 1 
September 2007 with a broadcast of the BBC coverage of her funeral. The rerun was 
shown at the precise broadcast times of the BBC's original coverage, running from 
8:25 am until 4:00 pm. David Dimbleby, who anchored the BBC's coverage, said a few 
words at the beginning and end of the rerun.24 


Cliff Michelmore came out of retirement on 18 November 2007 to present The Pound in 
Your Pocket, a special strand of programming to mark forty years since 

the devaluation of the Pound by the British government on 18 November 1967. Editions 
of The Money Programme and 24 Hours were shown along with highlights from the 1968 
Budget programme and ministerial broadcasts.” The strand's title was taken from the 
famously misquoted television broadcast made by the then-Prime Minister Harold 
Wilson about the devaluation on 19 November 1967. Wilson said: "It does not mean that 
the pound here in Britain, in your pocket, in your purse or bank has been devalued." 


On 26 May 2008, Joan Bakewell introduced an archive evening called Permissive 
Night which examined the liberalising social reform legislation passed by Parliament in 
the late 1960s.24 Topics covered included changes to divorce law, the death penalty, 
the Abortion Act 1967, the Race Relations Act 1968, the partial 

decriminalisation of homosexual acts (using editions of the documentary series Man 
Alive) and the relaxation of censorship. The evening concluded with a special new 
edition of Late Night Line-Up, the review programme that Joan Bakewell presented in 
the late 1960s. 


2009[ edit] 


The fall of James Callaghan's Labour government was marked on its 30th anniversary - 
28 March 2009. Donald MacCormick, making what would prove to be his final television 
appearance before his death, presented The Night The Government Fell, which included 
nearly three-and-a-half hours of audio highlights of the Commons debate that resulted 
in Callaghan's government losing a vote of no confidence by 311 votes to 310.A 
documentary charting the evening's events was shown, as was McCormick's own live 
programme from Westminster on the night of the vote. 


On 28 June 2009, BBC Parliament reran BBC TV's coverage of the 1969 
Investiture of Prince Charles as Prince of Wales to mark the 40th anniversary of this 


event. The channel also re-broadcast an interview which Prince Charles gave a few days 
before his Investiture.22! 


The anniversary of the BBC's own Question Time series was marked on 25 September 
2009 by re-broadcasting the first edition of the topical discussion programme from 30 
years earlier. Robin Day presented alongside the inaugural panel of Michael 

Foot MP, Teddy Taylor, Edna O'Brien and Archbishop Derek Worlock. 


The writer and broadcaster Anthony Howard presented an archive evening on 10 
October 2009 entitled Never Had It So Good, that looked back on 1959. This included 
television election broadcasts by the Prime Minister Harold Macmillan, Leader of the 
Opposition Hugh Gaitskell and Labour's Tony Benn; an edition of Tonight; and other BBC 
current affairs programmes. The evening's title is taken from a phrase contained in a 
speech made by Harold Macmillan in 1957 when he optimistically said, "Let us be frank 
about it - most of our people have never had it so good".<ref<BBC Genome Project - 
BBC Parliament listing 10 October 2009</ref> 


2011 [edit] 


At the 2011 Irish general election, BBC Parliament simulcasted Irish state 

broadcaster RTE's general election results programme on 26 February 2011. The 
election saw the incumbent Irish government fall to heavy defeat at the hands of the 
other parties. The channel also broadcast recorded coverage of the presentation of the 
Irish government's 2012 budget in the Dail Eireann in December 2011. 


2013 [edit] 


On Thursday 14 February, BBC Parliament broadcast an evening of selected archive 
programmes under the title Harold Wilson Night.22124I251261 Presented by Peter Snow, the 
five-hour block of programming marked the 50th anniversary of the election of Harold 
Wilson as leader of the Labour Party on 14 February 1963, the longest serving and most 
electorally successful Labour Prime Minister of the 20th century. The sequence of 
programmes, which included Harold Wilson's famous "Pound in your Pocket" broadcast 
and the first airing of the once controversial Yesterday's Men documentary since its 
initial broadcast in June 1971,24 was repeated two days later. 


On Monday 18 March, BBC Parliament showed four hours of the House of Commons 
debate about whether to commit British troops to the invasion of Iraq. Titled /raq - Ten 
Years On, it was shown to mark the 10th anniversary of the debate. 


On Monday 8 April, BBC Parliament broadcast an evening of archive programming to 
mark the death of Margaret Thatcher, the first female to serve as Prime minister. The 
schedule included three interviews conducted by Sir Robin Day, Mrs Thatcher's 
speeches to the 1980 and 1984 Conservative Party Conferences, her last speech in the 
House of Commons in November 1990 and her maiden speech in the House of Lords in 
1992. 


On the 60th anniversary of the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II (2 June), the channel 
showed BBC Television's original coverage of the event. The footage was shown "as 
live" and included the State Procession which followed the Coronation service. 


On Sunday 9 June, BBC Parliament broadcast Beeching Night to mark the 50th 
anniversary of The Beeching Report on the future of Britain's railways, which 
recommended closing 3,000 miles of track and 2,000 stations to help stem massive 
losses. The evening was presented by Nicholas Owen. The strand featured railway- 
themed editions of various BBC current affairs programmes, including two editions 
of Panorama, as well as news reports and two interviews with Dr Beeching. Also 


included was a new programme looking at the relationship between the railways and 
politicians. 


On Saturday 19 October, BBC Parliament marked the 50th anniversary of the 
appointment of Alec Douglas-Home as Prime Minister following the resignation of Harold 
Macmillan. Titled Home at the Top the sequence included the edition of Panorama 
broadcast on the night of the hand-over and an address to the nation by the new Prime 
Minister. 


2015[edit] 


To mark the 50th anniversary of the funeral of Winston Churchill, BBC Parliament 
replayed the black-and-white funeral coverage, commentated by Richard Dimbleby, and 
at the same time as the original broadcast. The broadcast was introduced by Nicholas 
Soames, Churchill's grandson, who was in attendance that day. 


On Sunday 26 July, BBC Parliament showed an evening of programmes to mark the 50th 
anniversary of Ted Heath becoming the leader of the Conservative Party. 


On Saturday 28 November, BBC Parliament broadcast Tebbit on Thatcher, an evening of 
programmes to mark the 25th anniversary of Margaret Thatcher's resignation as Prime 
Minister and leader the Conservative Party. The programmes were introduced 

by Norman Tebbit and the items shown included her 1980 speech to the Conservative 
Party Conference, news reports about vital events in her time as Prime Minister and two 
editions of Panorama. 


2016[edit] 


On 3 April, BBC Parliament broadcast Callaghan Nightto mark the 40th anniversary 

of James Callaghan replacing Harold Wilson as Prime Minister and leader of the Labour 
Party. Three editions of Panorama and two editions of Tonight were shown, which 
covered significant moments of Mr Callaghan's time as Prime Minister, including the 
UK's financial bailout by the IMF, the 1977 Lib-Lab pact and the result of the 1979 vote 
of no confidence against the government of James Callaghan which signalled the end of 


the Labour Government. 


On 5 June to mark both the 41st anniversary of the 1975 EEC Referendum in the run-up 
to the 2016 EU Referendum the channel broadcast a night of current and archive 
programmes under the banner of "75: Not Out." The opening programme (of the same 
name) was presented by Angela Rippon and featured the "1975 Oxford Union Debate" 
in two parts, a 1975 Panorama EEC debate which was presented by a young David 
Dimbleby, BBC news clips, the original 1975 EEC Referendum party political broadcasts 
and the surviving results programme. 


2017[edit] 


On 12 May, to mark the 80th anniversary of the coronation of King George VI, BBC 
Parliament showed Pathe's original coverage of the coronation and Pathe's colour film of 
the coronation processions to and from Westminster Abbey. In addition, the channel 
showed a brief programme looking at BBC Television's coverage of the day. 


2019[edit] 


On 3 June 2019, BBC Parliament showed the BBC's coverage of the results of the 2016 
United States presidential election which saw Donald Trump elected as President of the 
United States.22 The coverage was timed to coincide with his state visit to Britain. This 
is the first time that BBC Parliament has shown a rerun of the BBC's coverage of an 
American election. 


On 1 July 2019, BBC Parliament reran BBC TV's coverage of the 1969 
Investiture of Prince Charles as Prince of Wales to mark the 50th anniversary of the 
event. 221 


Former programming (edit) 


BBC Parliament has previously broadcast the following political and current affairs 
programmes from across the BBC: 


e Dateline London - a roundtable panel of foreign correspondents in London 
discussing the week's news. Dateline is now only shown on the BBC News 
Channel and on BBC World News. 

e Straight Talk - a weekly political talk show in which presenter Andrew 
Neil discusses the motivations, ideas and politics of leading figures in UK public life 
using the 1960s classic Face to Face format. Straight Talk is no longer produced. 

e The Record Europe - a weekly review of the work of the European Parliament, and 
the other European Union institutions, with debate and analysis of current European 
political issues. Presented by Shirin Wheeler. Ended mid-2012 and replaced 
by Politics Europe, presented by Andrew Neil. 


See also[edit] 


[m ° Book: BBC Channels 
— | (UK) 


EEISBBC portal 
e Legislative broadcaster 
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This article is about the BBC's Gaelic-language television channel. For general Gaelic- 
language services from BBC Scotland, see BBC Gaidhlig. 
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Launched 19 September 2008; 11 years ago 


Owned by BBC and MG ALBA 


Picture 


format 


Slogan 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast 


area 


Headquarter 


S 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Website 


Freeview 


Freesat 


Sky 


Astra 2E 


16:9 576i SDTV 


A new channel for Scotland / Sianal Ur 


Gàidhlig 


United Kingdom 


Scottish Gaelic 


United Kingdom 


Pacific Quay (Glasgow) and Stornoway 


BBC One Scotland 


BBC Scotland 


Official website # 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 7 (Scotland only) 


Satellite 


Channel 109 


Channel 141 (Scotland) 


Channel 169 (Rest of UK) 


10803 H 22000 5/6™ 


Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 161 
Streaming media 
BBC iPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


TvPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


BBC ALBA is a Scottish Gaelic-language free-to-air television channel jointly owned by 
the BBC and MG ALBA. The channel was launched on 19 September 2008 and is on-air 
for up to seven hours a day. The name Alba is the Scottish Gaelic name for Scotland. 
The station is unique in that it is the first channel to be delivered under a BBC licence by 
a partnership and is also the first multi-genre channel to come entirely from Scotland 
with almost all of its programmes made in Scotland. 2811 


BBC ALBA has an average viewership of 637,000 adults over the age of 16 in Scotland 
each week." 


History[edit] 
See also: Gaelic broadcasting in Scotland 


In 2007, the BBC Trust opened a consultation for a Gaelic digital service in partnership 
with the Gaelic Media Service. Following the BBC Trust consultation in November 2007, 
the Audience Council Scotland recommended their support for the creation of the 
service on 7 December 2007, stating that the Trust should pursue carriage of the 
service on digital terrestrial television and that existing "gaelic zone" programming 

on BBC Scotland should remain after the launch. £= On 28 January 2008, the BBC Trust 
gave the go-ahead for a Gaelic channel. 


The channel began broadcasting on satellite at 9:00 pm on 19 September 2008 with a 
launch video featuring a new rendition of the Runrig song, ALBA. The first part of a 

live cèilidh from Skye, presented by Mary Ann Kennedy, was followed by a specially 
produced comedy drama entitled E//bheas (Elvis), starring Greg Hemphill as Elvis 
Presley, at 9:30 pm. The channel's first independent commission, Peter Manuel - 
Deireadh an Uilc? (Peter Manuel - The End of Evil?), a drama documentary produced 

by STV Productions, was shown at 10:30 pm before the opening night closed with the 
second half of the live celidh from Skye. The launch night was simulcast on BBC Two 
Scotland between 9:00 pm and 10:30 pm and there was a launch event held at 

the National Museum of Scotland, which was recorded by the channel's news service An 
La. 

A study carried out for the channel indicated that 650,000 people watched BBC ALBA 
per week in the first two months of broadcasting, in spite of only being available to 
around a third of Scots.“ After being subject to a review by the BBC Trust and a 
recommendation from the Audience Council Scotland in 2009, a plan was announced to 


broadcast the channel on Freeview, in Scotland only, from the digital switchover (2010) 
under the proviso that reach of the service extended beyond the core Gaelic audience 
to 250,000. This was approved on 27 December 2010 by the BBC Trust and the service 
launched on Freeview on 8 June 2011.22 The channel also launched on Virgin Media 
(Scotland only) on 18 May 2011,%1 and was made available nationwide on the Virgin 
Media and Sky platforms, the former on 6 November 2012. 


Operation|[edit] 


Pacific Quay in Glasgow, from where BBC ALBA is transmitted. 


BBC ALBA is broadcast for up to seven hours a day in the United Kingdom on satellite 
platforms Sky and Freesat, cable provider Virgin Media and on digital terrestrial 
provider Freeview in Scotland only. Programmes are also available to watch on the 
Internet live through services including the BBC iPlayer and some programmes are 
available for seven days after broadcast on this service and on catch up services of 
some other services. 


The channel is financed from the BBC Scotland budget and by MG ALBA, which itself is 
financed by the Scottish Government and UK Government. The BBC spent £8 million on 
the channel, of which £5 million was used for programming, in 2011/12"! MG ALBA 
applies the majority of its budget (£12.4 million in 2008/09) to the Gaelic Digital 
Service. 


BBC ALBA continuity presentation and channel management is based in Stornoway, 
while the news services are based in Inverness.” BBC Scotland's headquarters 
at Pacific Quay in Glasgow is used to transmit the programmes." 


Content[edit] 


BBC ALBA combines television, radio and on-line programme content. BBC ALBA 
broadcasts more Scottish sport than any other channel, with over three hours a week of 
football, rugby and shinty. In addition, the station also broadcasts a live news 
programme every day, with the weekend news provision beginning in 2018. 


Programming([edit] 


Output on the channel consists of news, current affairs, sport, drama, documentary, 
entertainment, education, religion and children's programming, broadcast on most days 
between 5 pm and 12 am. 


Children's programmes are shown for two hours every weekday, between 17:00 and 
19:00. Starting in 2018, a rebranding initiative has the first hour is presented as 
CBeebies ALBA and the second hour as CBBC ALBA. 


A nightly news programme, An La, airs nightly throughout the week, usually in its 
regular slot of 8:00 pm. Saturday night features weekly coverage of a selected Scottish 
Premiership match and matches are regularly shown from the Scottish Women's 
Premier League and the friendlies and competitive matches involving the Scottish 
Women's National Team. 


Subtitling/edit] 


Most of the adult programming on BBC ALBA contains on-screen English subtitles. For 
logistical reasons, live broadcasts (including the news) are not subtitled, although 
certain events (e.g. the annual Hogmanay broadcast Bliadhna Mhath Ur) have scripted 
elements that are subtitled, while interviews and ad-libbed lines are not. 


Children's programmes are not subtitled. Controversially, no English dialogue on the 
channel is subtitled into Gaelic. 


Sport(edit] 
BBC ALBA concentrates on four sports: football, rugby, shinty.2@ and curling.“ 


During the 2009-10 season, the station broadcast one full Scottish Premier 

League game every Saturday night.221 The game selected was always one not covered 
by either live Sky Sports or on an on-demand basis by BT Vision and was shown three 
hours after the end of the match." The matches only included Gaelic commentary 
along with English subtitles. 


The channel reached an agreement with the Scottish Football League to broadcast 
live football games during the 2008-09 season. This began with the final of 

the Challenge Cup, which was also sponsored by MG ALBA.” BBC ALBA then started 
broadcasting First Division games, beginning with the match between Airdrie 

United and Clyde on 22 February 2009.24 


BBC ALBA also struck a deal with the Scottish rugby authorities to show one live 
rugby, Scottish Premiership Division One match every weekend.2 


For the 2015-16 season, BBC ALBA will show 20 live matches (excluding Rangers) from 
either 2015-16 Scottish Championship (including the play-off final), League 1 or League 
2 as well as four matches from the Scottish Challenge Cup. The station also altered their 
coverage of Scottish Premiership highlights, showing one hour highlights of two non- 
televised matches on a Saturday and Sunday night at 22:00. Other football coverage 
includes all Scotland U21s and Women's matches. As well as the final of the 2015-16 
Scottish Junior Cup. 


In 2010 BBC ALBA bought the rights for Celtic League rugby jointly with public service 
broadcasters from the Republic of Ireland, Northern Ireland and Wales. 22! 


Independent production companies(edit! 


A number of independent companies have been commissioned to produce content for 
the channel, or have productions currently“ airing. These include: 


e Theatre Hebrides (Lostbost) 

e Madmac Productions (Broadford or Bust) 

e Caledonia Stern and Wylde (Tir is Teanga) 

e MnE Media, formerly known as Meadhan nan Eilean (Seasaidh Lexy, Cuide ri Cathy) 
e Tern TV (Slighe gu Biadh) 


e Eyeline Media (Air an Rathad, Làrach anns an Fhàsach) 
e MacTV (Ealtainn) 
e Studio Alba (A' Gharaids) 


Criticism[edit] 
English content and lack of Gaelic subtitles[edit] 


The Gaelic community, including writers Aonghas MacNeacail '#e¢venticatio! Angus Peter 
Campbell ,#etveritcation’ Lisa Storey and musician Allan MacDonald, #¢vectcation| have criticised 
the non-availability of Gaelic subtitles, and the emphasis on English language interviews 
and reportage in the channel's content for adults.22! Writers and authors were reported 
by the BBC Gaelic news service as setting up a campaign, GAIDHLIG.TV, to increase 
Gaelic content on ALBA. The decision to introduce ‘red button facilities’ to allow viewers 
to switch to English language sports commentary, first announced in August 2014 for 
rugby and the Guinness Pro12 series, was heavily criticised by the Gaelic community. 
241 The criticism resulted in MG ALBA announcing publicly in the West Highland Free 
Press that the 'red button option’ for English language commentary would not expand to 
other sports or areas of the channel.2# 


Sports programming/edit] 


Between its launch in September 2008 and the beginning of 2010, the BBC ALBA 
channel lost a third of its viewers, but its number of viewers remains five times larger 
than the size of the Gaelic speech community in Scotland (just over 58,0008). The 
historian Michael Fry has argued that many of its viewers only watch it for the football 
coverage, because "you don't need Gaelic to watch football", and that in this way the 
channel is "cheating". ined The model is, however, both common and intentional as it 
is on comparable channels such as the Irish language channel TG4, 

the Basque broadcaster EITB or the Welsh channel S4C. In Europe, these channels’ main 
mission is not commercial, but the promotion of the original languages. 


Freeview(edit] 


Some criticism had been levied over the channel's addition to Freeview, primarily due to 
the BBC's original plan (with acceptance from the BBC Executive) to remove all 13 BBC 
Radio channels from Freeview for Scottish viewers over the period that BBC ALBA will be 
shown on Freeview (between 5 pm and midnight); however the criticism has not been 
directed at the BBC's decision to extend BBC ALBA to Freeview in principle.@24 On 19 
May 2011, it was reported that the BBC has backed down on the plans, after the BBC 
had "managed to reengineer facilities" to allow BBC Radio 1Xtra, 5 Live and 6 Music to 
continue to broadcast on a 24-hour basis.”2 The three stations were chosen because 
they have the highest evening audience ratings on digital television of the seven BBC 
radio stations unavailable on FM radio.22 On 2 December 2013, it was confirmed that 
more radio stations were made available 24 hours in Scotland, but with some trade-offs. 
ea BBC Radio 4, 4 Extra, 5 Live Sports Extra, BBC Radio Scotland and BBC Asian 
Network were restored, but as noted in the blog with some technical trade-offs, such as 
mono audio rather than stereo during the evenings on the radio stations mentioned and 
the audio bit rate of the TV channels in Scotland on Freeview reduced to 192kbit/s from 
256kbit/s. 


See also[edit] 
EIEISBBC portal 


e List of television stations in the United Kingdom 

e BBC Radio nan Gàidheal - A Scottish Gaelic radio service 

e MG ALBA 

e Bòrd na Gàidhlig 

e Audience Council Scotland 

e List of Celtic-language media 

e Celtic Media Festival 

e TeleG - Gaelic-language channel, previously available on Freeview, that was closed 
at digital switchover. 

e S4C - Welsh-language TV station 

e TG4 -Irish-language TV station 

e Maori Television 

e NRK Sami Radio 

e France 3 Bretagne 
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CBBC (short for Children's BBC or initialed for Children's British Broadcasting 
Corporation) is a British children's television brand owned by the BBC and primarily 
aimed for children aged between 6 and 12. BBC programming aimed at under six-year- 
old children is broadcast on the CBeebies channel. CBBC broadcasts from 7 am to 9 pm 
on CBBC Channel. 


The CBBC brand was used for the broadcast of children's programmes on BBC One on 
weekday afternoons and on BBC Two mornings until these strands were phased out in 
2012 and 2013 respectively, as part of the BBC's "Delivering Quality First" cost-cutting 
initiative.. CBBC programmes were also broadcast in high definition alongside other 
BBC content on BBC HD, generally at afternoons on weekends, unless the channel was 
covering other events. This ended when BBC HD closed on 26 March 2013, but CBBC HD 
launched on 10 December 2013. CBBC programming returned to BBC Two on Saturday 
mornings in September 2017 when Saturday Mash-Up! launched, however this strand 
continues to use the regular BBC continuity announcers and not the CBBC presenters. 
BBC-produced children's programming, in native languages of Scotland and Wales, also 
airs on BBC Alba and S4C respectively. 


History[edit] 


The BBC has produced and broadcast television programmes for children since the 
1930s. The first children-specific strand on BBC television was For the Children, first 
broadcast on what was then the single 'BBC Television Service' on Saturday 24 April 
1937; it was only ten minutes long. It lasted for two years before being taken off air 
when the service closed due to the Second World War in September 1939. 


Following the war, For the Children recommenced on Sunday 7 July 1946, with a twenty- 
minute slot every Sunday afternoon and the addition of programmes for pre-school 
children under the banner For The Very Young, and over the years they became an 
established feature of the early afternoons on the BBC's main channel BBC One. 


In 1952, the "For the Children" / "For the Very Young" branding was dropped; older 
children's programmes (such as Blue Peter, which debuted in 1958) would now be 
introduced by regular announcers whilst younger children's programming was broadcast 
under the Watch with Mother banner. The 1964 launch of BBC Two allowed additional 
room for children's programming with an edition of Play School technically being the 
first official programme. On 1 October 1980, Watch with Mother was replaced by See- 
Saw, which was moved to BBC2 in June 1987, before ending in 1990. 


Meanwhile, weekday afternoon children's programmes on BBC One were introduced by 
the usually off-screen continuity announcer, though often specially-designed menus and 
captions would be used. 


On 9 September 1985, this long-standing block of children's programming was 
rebranded as Children's BBC, and for the first time the children's block had dedicated 
idents and an in-vision presenter. Previously the BBC had broadcast children's 
programming using BBC1's team of regular duty announcers. The launch presenter for 
this block, and thus the first Children's BBC presenter of the current format, was Phillip 
Schofield. 


During the 1990s, Children's BBC began to be referred to informally on-air as 'CBBC' 
(this occurred at around the same time that ITV's rival service Children's ITV began to 
be referred to as CITV in a similar manner). The official billing name of Children's BBC 
remained in place, however, until the BBC's network-wide branding refresh of October 
1997, when the official on-air branding changed to CBBC. (CITV officially adopted their 
short name in their own branding refresh the following year). 


Further changes to the schedule were rolled out during the 1990s and 2000s, including 
the introduction in the late 1980s of Sunday morning programmes on BBC Two, initially 
only during the Open University's winter break and then subsequently year-round; the 
introduction of a regular weekday morning ‘breakfast show' format, also on BBC Two; 
the relocation of the daytime pre-school slot to BBC Two, later returning to BBC One at 
the start of the afternoon block. 


In the 1990s, BBC Scotland introduced Children's BBC Scotland with a mixture of 
repeats and local programming such as Megamag and Up for /t! which was broadcast in 
the school holidays on BBC One Scotland and then subsequently on BBC Two Scotland. 
During this time, BBC Scotland opt out of the national presenters to broadcast their 
local version of the weekday morning breakfast show presented by Grant Stott and Gail 
Porter. 


From 1996 to 1999, CBBC programmes were shown on the channel Nickelodeon, as part 
of the CBBC on Nick programming block. 


The launch of digital channel BBC Choice in 1998 saw the channel broadcasting 
children's programming in a Saturday afternoon slot which was subsequently replaced 
by the daily 6 am to 7 pm service CBBC on Choice, which aired archive pre-school 
programming and was itself the precursor of the current CBBC 

Channel and CBeebies services. 


In 2002, the launch of the CBBC Channel and the CBeebies Channel saw a wide variety 
of programmes, both new and archive, being shown again on the new channels from 
6 am or 7 am until 7 pm. 


In 2005, the Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport, Tessa Jowell, was 
questioned in the House of Commons as to whether a public service broadcaster should 
really be broadcasting "lavatorial" humour. Ms Jowell responded that it was the 
government's job to develop a charter for the BBC; and then the BBC's job to determine 
standards of taste, decency and appropriateness. 


In 2009, a report published by the BBC Trust found that scheduling changes which took 
place in February 2008, where programming ended at 17:15, had led to a decrease in 
viewers.“ This was especially noticeable for Blue Peter and Newsround, two of CBBC's 
flagship programmes; Blue Peteris now recording its lowest viewing numbers since it 
started in 1958, and Newsround now receives fewer than 100,000 viewers compared to 
225,000 in 2007.28 The changes were made following the BBC's loss of the rights to 
soap opera Neighbours, which had for many years been broadcast between the end of 
CBBC and the start of the 6 pm news; when the decision was made to move daytime 


editions of The Weakest Link from BBC Two to One to fill the gap, CBBC had to move to 
an earlier slot as Weakest Link was longer than Neighbours was. 


As part of the Delivering Quality First proposals submitted by the BBC in October 2011 
and approved by the BBC Trust in May 2012, all children's programming on BBC One 
and Two would be moved permanently to the CBBC and CBeebies channels following 
the digital switchover. It was found that the majority of child viewers watched the 
programmes on these channels already and that only 7% of these children watched 
CBBC programmes on BBC One and Two only. Children's programming on BBC One 
ended on 21 December 2012 with the CBeebies’ morning strand on BBC Two ending on 
4 January 2013.8 


In November 2015, as a further aspect of the Delivering Quality First plan that resulted 
in the replacement of BBC Three with a branded digital presence, the BBC Trust 
approved a proposal for CBBC to extend its broadcast day by two hours, using 
bandwidth previously reserved for BBC Three. The two new hours are aimed towards an 
older youth audience.222 


On 14 March 2016, CBBC unveiled a new logo and on-air presentation, featuring an 
abstract, multicoloured wordmark enclosed in a box. CBBC controller Cheryl Taylor 
stated that the new brand was designed to be "fun and unpredictable" and would 
"appeal to both ends of our broad age spectrum". The logo was also meant to be 
suitable for use across digital platforms.“4 On 11 April 2016, CBBC officially extended its 
broadcast day to be from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.22 


On 4 July 2017, the BBC announced as part of its inaugural Annual Plan for 2017-18, 
that it would invest an additional £34 million into children's content for digital platforms 
over the next three years, in an effort to counter changes in viewing habits.22241 


Management[edit] 


CBBC is operated by the BBC Children's division, part of BBC North.” The division 
relocated to BBC Bridge House, MediaCityUK in Salford Quays in May 2011, after being 
based in the East Tower of Television Centre in London since 1964. Management of the 
division, and broadcast and production of presentation links for CBBC and CBeebies is 
now based there. In September 2011 the flagship magazine show B/ue Peter began live 
broadcasts from its new home,“# with daily news programme Newsround joining it in 
November 2011. 


The BBC Children's division also operates CBeebies.4“# Overall strategic responsibility for 
all of the BBC's services for children rests with the Director of Children's, Joe Godwin 
(since late 2009),25 with commissioning decisions for the two channels being made by a 
Controller of each channel; Cheryl Taylor (since 2012) is Controller of CBBC,“4 and Kay 
Benbow (since 2010) is Controller of CBeebies." 


Scheduling[edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please help improve 
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Find 
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The original scheduling from the introduction of BBC1's daytime schedule in October 
1986 consisted of a routine whereby BBC1 would broadcast a 30-minute block at 
10:25am usually including the 'main' pre-school show (Play School, then from 

1988 Playbus/Playdays) and children's birthday cards, with BBC2 showing a 15-minute 
programme or programmes at 13:20, before BBC1 ran the main afternoon block aimed 
at older children. Weekend programmes consisted chiefly of Saturday morning 
programmes on BBC1, such as Going Live! and from 1987, BBC2 broadcast children's 
programming when the Open University was not being shown. This block, which ran 
between October and January, was initially called Now on Two and was later rebranded 
to But First This on 2. Children's BBC would also broadcast on weekday mornings during 
school holidays on either BBC1 or 2, and for a few years from 1987 was also 

branded But First This. In 1995, children's programmes started to be shown on BBC Two 
at weekday breakfast. The block was called The Children's BBC Breakfast Show. 


By September 2001, for the final phase as 'Children's BBC' ahead of the CBBC/CBeebies 
relaunch, the arrangement was that the CBBC Breakfast Show would air older children's 
shows from 07:00 to 08:10, followed by a block of younger kids' programmes from 
08:10 to 10:50, often linked by one of the Breakfast Show presenters; a single 
preschooler show would air around 1:00pm, also on BBC Two, then the afternoon block 
on BBC One would begin at 3:25pm with 25 minutes of shows for the under-sevens, 
presented mostly in voiceover, followed from 3:50pm by the older kids' shows, linked in- 
vision, !tationneeded Following the move of The Weakest Link from BBC Two to BBC One, 
CBBC on BBC One was shifted to run 3:15-5:15 rather than 3:25-5:35 as before. 


From February 2002, the morning block consisted of 60 minutes of CBeebies-branded 
content from 06:00, followed by ninety minutes of CBBC from 07:00, then further 
CBeebies content from 08:30; in the afternoon on BBC One there was a block of 
CBeebies content from 3:15pm followed by CBBC content for the remainder of the 
afternoon slot. Following the removal of BBC Schools’ content from daytime BBC Two 
(into the BBC Learning Zone), the time allocated to CBeebies on BBC Two was 
extended. 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of BBC children's television programmes 


CBBC produces a wide range of programme types, including drama, pre-school 
(CBeebies), news, entertainment, and factual programming. CBBC therefore is often 
seen as offering a similar mix of formats to the wider BBC, albeit tailored to suit a young 
audience. Byker Grove was one of the very few shows that was not aimed at young 
children, rather a more teenage/young adult audience as it dealt with some 
controversial themes. 


The longest-running CBBC programme is the magazine show B/ue Peter. Other current 
programmes include 4 O'Clock Club, Almost Never, The Dumping Ground, Got What It 
Takes?, Horrible Histories, Junior Bake Off, The Next Step, Odd Squad, Shaun the 
Sheep, Danger Mouse, So Awkward and more. 


Presentation|[edit] 
See also: List of CBBC presenters and History of BBC television idents § CBBC 


Studio set[edit] 


From its launch in 1985 until 1994, Children's BBC was presented from the regular 
continuity announcer's booth in the BBC1 network control area, which had a fixed 
camera so that the presenter could appear in vision; as it remained an operational 
continuity booth, the presenter would partly direct their own links by way of vision and 
sound mixers built into the studio desk. 


The booth became known as 'the Broom Cupboard' due to its small size (the term was 
first used to refer to a smaller temporary booth, but was later retroactively applied to 
the main booth). The plain booth wall behind the presenter would be livened up with 
elements of set dressing, VT monitors and pictures sent in by viewers. Occasionally, 
when Children's BBC was going out on BBC2 rather than BBC1 due to events coverage, 
the presenter would be located in the BBC2 continuity booth, which was not set dressed 
for Children's BBC, for transmission purposes. 


There were two presentation studios - larger than the Broom Cupboards but smaller 
than full programme studios - known as Pres A and Pres B. It was not initially thought 
economically viable to use these for daily Children's BBC links, hence the use of the 
Broom Cupboard. However, by 1987 these studios were being used for the mid-morning 
‘birthday card' slots and weekend and holiday morning strands such as But First This. 
The main afternoon strand remained in the Broom Cupboard. 


In 1994, Pres A was refurbished and became the regular home for all Children's BBC 
presentation including the weekday afternoon block; the presenters no longer had to 
operate the broadcast equipment, although a broom cupboard-style area in the corner 
of Pres A containing its own mixer was used for the birthday slot and weekend mornings 
to save on crew, and the larger set allowed for more dynamic presentation, with more 
presenters, characters, features, games and guests. A new 3D version of the then logo 
of Children's BBC was commissioned to mark the move. 


In 1997, Children's BBC moved again when 'Pres A' was decommissioned and CBBC 
moved to the purpose-built Studio TC9, adjacent to the B/ue Peter garden at BBC 
Television Centre. The first broadcasts from Studio 9 were in June 1997; this was 
followed in October by the launch of the new-look CBBC branding. TC9 continued to be 
the regular home of CBBC broadcasts on BBC One and Two until 2005 and was also 
used to record CBBC on Choice links between 2000 and 2002. 


In 2002, TC2 became the home of CBBC Channel links, plus the 
channel's XChange and UK Top 40 programmes, whilst CBeebies operated from the 
smaller TCO. 


In Autumn 2004, the studio arrangements for CBBC were changed again. The CBBC 
Channel moved from TC2 to TC9, with BBC One / Two links and the UK Top 40 show 
moving to TC10 located on the sixth floor of TV Centre. BBC One and Two links then 
moved back into TC9 alongside CBBC Channel in March 2006 as the number of studios 
available to CBBC was reduced. 


In December 2006, there was a further reduction in CBBC facilities. A chroma key set 
was assembled in TC12, becoming the home of all CBBC links on BBC One, BBC Two and 
CBBC Channel until September 2007. There was also a reduction in the team of on air 
presenters. The last live CBBC links from TC9 were broadcast on Friday 1 December 
2006; the studio was then mothballed but has since been brought back into use for 
individual programmes including TMi and SMart. 


On 3 September 2007, the CSO studio was dropped in a relaunch which saw a small 
studio set built in TC12.2%29 As part of the relaunch, new logos, presenters and idents 
were introduced. The design of the new 'office' set has been compared to the original 
‘broom cupboard’, though unlike the 'proom cupboard' the 'office' is not a functioning 
continuity suite. CBBC presentation originated from Studio HQ5 

at Dock10, MediaCityUK in Salford Quays for the first time on Monday 5 September 
2011 as part of the relocation of the BBC's Children's department (incorporating both 
CBBC and CBeebies). 


In 2015, the CBBC Office set received a new futuristic look and this time receiving much 
darker colours and tones, they scrapped the light and dark greens colours and now it 
replaces them with purple and dark grey colours. Also a new 'up next' screen is placed 
behind the presenter so viewers know what programme is coming up next. A new post 
chute has also been installed in the new set where viewers send post to get read out 
live on air, and a new desk much larger from the previous one with multi-coloured 
blocks on the face of the desk. 


In 2016, the CBBC Office became the CBBC HQ along with the rebrand incorporating a 
mostly orange and blue colour scheme. The HQ also has picture frames were bare at 
the first day of the new look where Hacker was seen wearing a bow tie. 


Presenters(edit] 


The current main presenters are Karim Zeroual, Lauren Layfield and Rhys 
Stephenson alongside regular puppet Hacker T. Dog. 


CBBC Puppets([edit] 
These have appeared either in CBBC continuity or programmes. 


Name Year Notable TV programmes 
1963- : i 
Basil Brush 2010 The Basil Brush Show & Basil's Swap Shop 
S j TE 

Cordon het aeher 1985 The Broom Cupboard, Going Live! & It Started With 
eee i 1993 Swap Shop 
Edd the Duck Toana The Broom Cupboard 

1994 

1993- re 

ŁIve & KICKING 

Ratz 1994 Live & Kickin 


Mr. Sage & Mr. Onion | 1993- Live & Kicking 


Notable TV programmes 


The Leprechauns 2001 


Otis the Aardvark me CBBC Studio & Saturday Aardvark 
1999- 7 
Emlyn the Gremlyn 2002 CBBC Studio 
: 2001- ; 
Tiny and Mr Duk 2004 The Saturday Show & Tiny and Mr Duk's Huge Show 
; 2002- T 
The Neighbour's Cat 2006 Dick & Dom in da Bungalow 


Nev the Bear Smile, Bear Behaving Badly & Hacker Time 
2007- CBBC Office, Ed and Oucho's Excellent 
Oucho T. Cactus 2010 Inventions & Transmission Impossible with Ed and 
Qucho 
Hacker T. Dog 2009- CBBC Office/HQ, Hacker Time & Scoop, & Saturday 
present Mash-Up! 


Rattus Rattus ead t Horrible Histories & Horrible Histories: Gory Games 
2010- : ; 
Dodge T. Dog 2016 CBBC Office/HQ & Hacker Time 


Name Year Notable TV programmes 


Blink Bot 32! 2016 CBBC HQ 


Logos and idents[edit] 
Main article: CBBC idents 


See also: History of BBC television idents § CBBC 


Other services[edit] 
CBBC Extra[edit] 


CBBC Extra, launched in 2005 was a free interactive television service from CBBC 
provided by BBC Red Button which was available on all digital platforms in the United 
Kingdom. It was accessible from the CBBC Channel by pressing red and then selecting 
CBBC Extra. It could also be accessed from any other BBC channel by pressing red and 
going to page number 570. The service differed across digital platforms, for example 
digital satellite (i.e.: Sky) viewers could access a video loop, however its availability on 
digital terrestrial (Freeview) was dependent upon BBC Red Button not showing other 
interactive services, such as major sports events coverage. This was dropped from the 
Red Button service in April 2016. 


CBBC/CBeebies UK VHS releases(edit] 


Numerous CBBC/CBeebies programmes have been released on VHS. 


In 1981, the BBC released two children's compilations with the Smallfilms television 
shows that Oliver Postgate and Peter Firmin did for the BBC since their TV broadcasts in 
the 1970s. 


Cat. No. 
VHS Title (pre- 
cert) 


Release 


date Episodes 


Ivor the Engine- a Home Fit for Birds, Bagpuss and 
the Ballet Shoe, Ivor the Engine meets Nell the Old 


AREA BBCV 5 October | Sheepdog, The Clangers and a Tablecloth, Ivor the 
POTES 9000 1981 Engine- A Strange Bubble Contraption, Ivor the 
Engine and the Foxes of Mrs Porty, The Clangers 
and the Seed 
Beebtots BBCV 2 Ivor the Engine: Snowdrifts (part 1), Noggin the 


9004 Novembe | Nog and the Pie, Ivor the Engine: Snowdrifts (part 


2), Bagpuss and the Small Soft Hamish, The 


p 1391 Clangers and A Lonely Bag 


In 1985, Marks & Spencer released a compilation video (as part of the St Michael Video 
Library Range) called Cartoon Favourites as A BBC Video Presentation with five 
characters and six episodes that were Pigeon Street (Pigeon Post), Ivor the Engine (Time 
Off), The Family Ness (Angus and Elspeth Meet the Loch Ness Monster) Bagpuss (The 
Mouse Mill), Bertha (The Mouse in the Works) and The Family-Ness (You'll Never Find a 
Nessie in the Zoo). 


From 2 November 1992 to 6 October 1997, numerous CBBC preschool programmes of 
the 1980s & 1990s which is now on behalf of CBeebies have been released on 
compilation videos by the BBC. 


VHS title ig Episodes 

4 Fun 2 Funnybones: Dinosaurs, Fireman Sam: Dily's 
Favourites (BBCV November Forgetful Day, Pingu Plays Fish Tennis, 
4883) 1992 Noddy and the Pouring Rain 

Noddy and the Broken Bicycle, Pingu and Pinga at 

Home, Funnybones: The Pet Shop, 
BBC Television Postman Pat's Finding Day, Spider: Just a 
: al ; 

Children's November Spider, Joshua Jones- Haywire, 
Favourites (BBCV 1993 Tales of the Tooth Fairies: the Stolen Present, 
5118) Fireman Sam: Bentley the Robot 

Pingu Goes Fishing, Charlie Chalk - Arnold's Night 

Out. 

BBC Children's 19 Little Polar Bear- Ice Floe, Pingu- Ice Hockey, Noddy 
Collection (BBCV Septembe and the Pouring Rain, Barney's TV Act, Postman 
5475) r 1994 Pat's Thirsty Day, Fireman Sam: Halloween 
BBC Children’s A a ce meaet 
Christmas November i j é 


Little Polar Bear: Snowstorm, Fireman Sam: Snow 


Cracker (BBCV 5399) 1994 3 
Business. 


The Greatest BBC 4 Fireman Sam: Spot Of Bother, Pingu's New Kite, 


Spider In The Bath, William The Conkeror, The 
Clangers: Fishing, Nursery Rhyme Time, Noddy And 
Children's Video Septembe | The Special Key, Funnybones: Bumps In The Night, 
Ever! (BBCV 5653) r 1995 Hairy Jeremy: Ice To See You, The Little Polar Bear: 
The Egg, The Animals Of Farthing Wood: The 
Adventures Of Fox 


PRE Cates Noddy and Father Christmas, Pingu: Skiing, 
Christmas 6 : ; A : 

Barney's Christmas Surprise, Pingu: Sledging, The 
Cracker (1995 Re- November ; ; 

Little Polar Bear: Snowstorm, Fireman Sam: Snow 
Release) (BBCV 1995 Bucine: 
5399) l 

Fireman Sam: Deep Trouble For Sam, William's Wish 
Wellingtons: Sweet William, Pingu At The Funfair, 

Children's 


3 June Monty Gets The Blame, Adventures Of The Garden 
1996 Fairies: A Garden In Summer, Noddy Cheers Up Big 
Ears, Oakie Doke And The Wishing Well, Spider!: 
Classroom Distractions 


Sensational Summer 
Fun (BBCV 5858) 


Postman Pat's Birthday, Fireman Sam: Halloween, 
6 October | Pingu's Birthday, Oakie Doke and the Party, Monty's 
1997 Magic Trick, Noddy Cheers Up Big Ears, Dinobabies: 
Ebegeezer Scrimp. 


BBC Children In Need 
- Party for 
Pudsey (BBCV 6351) 


CBBC website[edit] 
See also: BBC Online 


The CBBC website provides a wide range of activities for children aged 6-12, such as 
games, videos, puzzles, print and makes, including now defunct pre-moderated 
message boards, now replaced with comment threads below videos, games and 
articles. It also contains a TV guide and an area where kids can apply to be on a show. It 
provides content for all brands including Tracy Beaker, Sam & Mark's Big Friday Wind- 
Up, Horrible Histories, Stacey Dooley's Show Me What You're Made Of, Shaun the 
Sheep, Blue Peter, Newsround, Danger Mouse, The Dumping 

Ground, Wolfblood, Eve, Dick & Dom, Hetty Feather, Hank Zipzer, The Sarah Jane 
Adventures and DIXI. It also gives kids the chance to view the CBBC iPlayer to replay or 
catch up their favourite CBBC programmes for up to 29 days. 


Logos/edit] 


This logo was used from 1997 to 2002; until the launch of the new TV channels. 


This logo was used from 2002 to 2005 (The Logo became 3D between 2005 and 2007) 


This logo was used from 2007 to 2016. 


* (BIBIC) 


This logo is the current and 4th TV channel logo, (5th overall) adopted in March 2016. 
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External links[edit] 


HIEISBBC portal 


e CBBC Official website 
e CBBC Official YouTube Channel 


e The Broom Cupboard.co.uk, a history of CBBC continuity from 1985 to 1992, with 
over 150 pictures 
e BBC considers end of children's shows on BBC 1 (Guardian) 


List of CBBC presenters 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


EIEISBBC portal 
This is a list of CBBC Office/HQ presenters past and present. 


Presenters[edit] 


This list is incomplete; you can help by expanding it. 


Presente 
r 


Phillip 
Schofield 


Debbie Flint 


Andy Crane 


Gordon the 
Gopher 
(Paul Smith) 


Siobhan 
Maher 


Tracey 
Brabin 


Simon 
Potter 


Anthea 
Turner 


Simon 
Parkin 


Colin 
Heywood 


Years 


1985-87 


1986 


1986-90 


1986-87 


1987 & 1988 


1987 


1987-88 


1987 


1987-92 


1988 


Role 


Holiday cover™ 


Presented the "But First This" school holiday slot 1987 & 
1988. 


First of many puppet side-kicks. Moved to Saturday 
Morning show Going Live! in 1987, and also had his own 
spin-off CBBC series in 1991. 


Presented the "But First This" school holiday slot. 


Presented the "But First This" school holiday slot. 


Presented the "But First This" school holiday slot & Now 
on Two. 


Presented the "But First This" school holiday slot. 


Presented the "But First This" school holiday slot 1989- 
91 & Now on Two 1988-89. 


Presented the "But First This" school holiday slot & 
Weekday Afternoons 5/88-6/88. 


Presente 
r 


Sue 
Devaney 


Edd the 
Duck 


Wilson the 
Butler 


Andi Peters 


Stephanie 
Lowe 


Lisa Jones 


Philippa 
Forrester 


Claudia 
Simon 


Esther 
McVey 


Toby Anstis 


Zoë Ball 


Years 


1988 


1988-1993 


1988-1992 


1989-1993 


1989 


1989-90 


1990-94 


1990 


1991-92 


1992-95 


1993-95 


Role 


Presented the "But First This" school holiday slot. 


A further puppet co-presenter, frequently seen with 
Andi Peters. 


Another co-presenter who was never heard to speak, 
and usually whose arm was the only part usually seen. 


Presented the "But First This" school holiday slot. 


Presented morning links over the Christmas period. 


Presented the "But First This" school holiday slot. 


Presented the "But First This" school holiday slot. 


Presented the first series of Fully Booked. 


vee 
Years 

r 

Josie D'Arby | 1994-97 


Otis the 

Aardvark 1994-99 
(Dave 

Chapman) 

Simeon 

Courtie Meee) 


Presented the CBBC Breakfast Show in Scotland and the 

arani Sro METS 2 first three series of Fully Booked 

Cail Porter 1995-97 Presented the CBBC Breakfast Show in Scotland and the 
fourth series of Fully Booked 

Kirsten 

O'Brien 12203 

Richard 

M 1996-2000 

Dominic 

Anji Kreft 1997-98 


vee 
Years 


Steve 
Wilson BEI 


Michael 

Adrian 

Angellica 2000-06 
Bell 


Liam Dolan 2001-02 
Michael 

Absalom eer 
FEI 2002-2008 
Humphrey 

Simon Grant | 2002-06 


Andrew 
Hayden- 2002-06 
Smith 


a oe 
Years 
r 

Sophie 

Gemma 

Fearne 
= Ps 
Kate . 


Returned on 10 May 2014 as a guest presenter 
for Shout Out Saturday (as revealed on 9 May 2014 by 
Chris Johnson). 


Matt 
Dan Charles | 2004-2005 CBBC extra 


2004-07, April Returned as a guest presenter in Easter 2010 
Rani Price PSR presenting Weekday Afternoons from (5 April 2010 - 16 
2010 , 
April 2010) 


Barney 2002-05, 2007, 
Harwood 2014, 2015 


Presente 
r 


Ed Petrie 


Oucho T. 
Cactus 
(Warrick 
Brownlow- 
Pike) 


Ben Hanson 


Ciaran Joyce 


Holly Walsh 


Daniel 
Clarkson 


Jefferson 
Tucker 


Sam Nixon 


Years 


2007-10 


2007-10 


February 2008 
- December 
2008 


February 2008 
- December 
2008 


February 2008 
- December 
2008 


2008-09 


2008 


April 2009 - 
May 2009, 
February 2013 


Role 


Extended leave in 2008-09 and 2010-11 for recording 
of shows (Ed & Oucho's Excellent 

Inventions, Transmission Impossible with Ed & Oucho, 
All Over The Place, Marrying Mum & Dad). 


Extended leave in 2008. Two T.V. Shows: Ed and 
Oucho's Excellent Inventions and Transmission 
Impossible with Ed and Oucho. 


Co-presented with Dunceton the Brain. Joined as a relief 
presenter in February 2008. 


Weekends (December 2008 - 3 May 2009) Weekday 
Afternoons (4 May 2009 - 2 July 2009) Weekday 
Mornings (6 July 2009 - November 2009) 


Weekends, Holiday Mornings 


Temporary Presenter/Actor on "Hackers Crackers" 


Presente 
r 


Mark 
Rhodes 


lain Stirling 


Hacker T. 
Dog 
(Phil 
Fletcher) 


Chris 
Johnson 


London 
Hughes 


Chloe Bale 


Years 


(half term), 
April 2013 
(Easter) 


Christmas 2018 


April 2009 - 
May 2009, 


February 2013 


(half term), 
April 2013 
(Easter) 


Christmas 2018 


2009-13 


2009-present 


2010-2016 


Summer 2010- 
Autumn 2011 


Summer 2010 


Role 


Temporary Presenter/Actor on "Hackers Crackers" 


Weekends (23 May 2009 - 2 July 2009) Weekday 
Afternoons (3 July 2009 - 1 December 2009) Weekday 
Holiday Mornings (21 December 2009 - 1 January 2010) 
Weekday Afternoons (4 January 2010 - 1 February 
2013) 


Weekends (23 May 2009 - 2 July 2009) Weekday 
Afternoons (3 July 2009 - 1 December 2009) Weekday 
Holiday Mornings (21 December 2009 - 1 January- 
present) Weekday Afternoons (2010-present) 


Weekends & Holiday Mornings (2010-2012), Weekday 
Afternoons (2013-2014), Shout Out Saturdays (Live 
Saturdays, 2014 - April 2016)) 


Summer Holidays 2010, Weekend/Afternoon/Relief 
presenter 


Summer Holidays 2010 


Presente 
r 


Dodge T. 
Dog 
(Warrick 
Brownlow- 
Pike) 


Ben Hanlin 


Ceallach 
Spellman 


Shannon 
Flynn 


Katie 
Thistleton 


Karim 
Zeroual 


Lauren 
Layfield 


Ben Shires 


Years 


2010-2017 


2012-13 


2012-2017 


2012-2016 


2013-2019 


2014-present 


2015-present 


2016-present 


Role 


Weekdays (April 2010 - June 2010) Weekends (June 
2010 - July 2010) Holiday Weekdays (July 2010 - 
September 2010) Weekdays, Weekends & Weekday 
Holidays, Various Appearances (September 2010 - 
March 2011) Extended Leave (March 2011 - July 2011) 
Holiday Mornings (August 2011) Afternoon (late August 
2011) Weekend morning, Holiday, Weekday afternoon 
& Various Appearances (September 2011 - 2017.) Now 
on CBeebies. 


Summer Mornings/Afternoons 


Weekday Afternoons 


Cover and guest presenter, various weekdays and 
weekends. Shout Out Saturday presenter from February 
2015 till April 2016 


Weekday Afternoons, Weekday and Weekend Evenings 
and CBBC Book Club on Sundays 


In 2019 he competed in the seventeenth series of the 
BBC's Strictly Come Dancing, paired with professional 
dancer Amy Dowden. The pair received the first perfect 
40 of the series for their Jive in Week 11. 


Summer Holidays 


Presente 
r 


Years Role 


Rhys 


Stephenson 2016-present 


Blink Bot 3 
(Warrick 
Brownlow- 
Pike) 


2016 Weekday Afternoons/Mornings 


Jonny 


Neon 2019-present Summer Holidays 


Joe Tasker 2019-present 
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CBBC idents 
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Throughout the years, Children's BBC, and later CBBC and CBeebies, have used a 
number of different identities. The branding of the stranded service is distinctive both in 
the past and at present. 


Pre Children's BBC[edit] 


Prior to the launch of Children's BBC on 9 September 1985, BBC1 had used some 
branding for its children's strand. The origins of CBBC can be found in the "Children's 
Hour" of the original BBC Television Service, and ever since programmes have been 
included regularly in the schedule. Prior to 1985, Children's programmes received no 
special idents and continuity was done out of vision by the duty announcer. However, 


between programmes, some special branding was put in use to reflect better the 
audience they were serving. 


In the 1970s, the programme caption was changed to a blue and yellow variation 
featuring the faces of a boy and girl, with references to other programmes: Zebedee 
from The Magic Roundabout, Scooby-Doo, and title cards and logos from Play 

School and Blue Peter. The slide was in fact coloured by the NODD system used to 
produce the globe at the time. The slide was later changed in 1981 to a group of 
children staring at the caption in excitement, following the change of globe. 

u Promotions now featured slides of balloons, with the programme name in the centre, 
and occasionally accompanied by the official static captions. 


Just prior to the launch of Children's BBC, the last few months were marked by the use 
of a BBC Micro B 3D Collage to generate computer animations for the children's strand. 
Such animations were used to introduce programme, such as a spider spinning down 
onto a detonator triggering the words Hello from BBCI, and to link into promotions for 
further programmes, such as a group of sky divers falling from a plane to spell out a 
‘Later’ caption. However, despite the graphics, programmes were still directly 
introduced by the BBC1 Globe, albeit occasionally accompanied by a choice of two 
different 14-note synthesized tunes.“ These animations were brought about as a 
temporary measure while Children's BBC was becoming operational. 


Children's BBC[edit] 
Original Logo(edit] 


The first ident for Children's BBC once again made use of the BBC Micro B computer. 
The design featured the word 'Children's' on top of a large sprawled 'BBC' made up of 
the three colours red, green and blue. In ident, each letter of the BBC animated in to the 
four note electronic soundtrack, with the Children's scrolling across afterwards. It 
originally had a blue background, but this was changed to black after a few months. The 
letters were also all turned yellow in autumn 1986, and were set against a white 
background whenever programmes were broadcast on BBC2.™21 


Continuity was provided by a host of Children's BBC presenters who would appear in- 
vision from the Continuity Booth of the specific channel. The presenter would talk, 
interact with other characters, and view children’s pictures and letters, many of which 
would end up on the dressed back wall of the booth. For times when Children's BBC 
aired on BBC2, the presenter would appear in-vision; however the booth was not 
dressed with Children's BBC branding and was instead plain. The presenter would make 
a light heart of this however; Phillip Schofield occasionally dressed in a dinner jacket for 
these occasions, joking that he did this because BBC2 was more high-brow. 

21 Promotions were of no particular style, with the. promotion usually voiced by the duty 
presenter and featuring only the programme name and title at the bottom of the 
screen, 221 


In 1987, the BBC Micro ident was replaced by one created using stop motion animation. 
In this ident, each of the letters of the word 'Children's' was allocated an image 
beginning with that letter. These images - a car, a horse, an ice cream, a lighthouse, a 
duck, a rocket, an elephant, a number nine and a ship - would all be drawn on screen by 
yellow wispy lines, which after drawing all the animals would animate out to draw the 
'BBC' caption. This ident was played out from tape, as opposed to the live BBC Micro 
ident. These pictures also appeared on other Children's BBC items, such as stationery: 
letters sent from the Children's BBC office to children would have these images 


superimposed upon the background of the document. The ident was commissioned to 
mark the departure of Philip Schofield from the, now nicknamed, 'Broom Cupboard'.22! 


During this time, the presenters began to devise new ways of filling the time slots, with 
competitions and features taking precedence. Alongside these new additions, changes 
were being made to BBC Presentation, and the Broom cupboard itself. In 1989, the 
continuity booth was equipped with NICAM digital stereo, and as a result in-vision 
Children's BBC presentation was moved temporarily to a smaller studio, nicknamed the 
‘Boiler Room’. Upon the return to the Broom cupboard, a new set, new schedule and 
new symbol awaited them. =a 


On 4 September 1989, the new ident was generated live on air by an Acorn 

Archimedes computer. The new ident featured a glossy, gold version of the familiar 
stylised BBC text, with Pale green text for the 'Children's' caption and a dark green 
background superimposed with small stylised CBBC's in the same font as the main 'BBC' 
section of the logo. The ident formed up through the use of zig-zag lines and concentric 
circles, which continued to move around and between the letters. “2! 


Corporate LogOj/edit] 


On 16 February 1991, BBC1 and 2 both relaunched with corporate branding packages 
based on a Virtual Globe and the antics of a numeral 2. Both packages had a similar 
promotional design and both featured a large numeral above a BBC logo at the bottom 
of the screen. As part of this relaunch, Children's BBC also received its own symbol 
based on this design. It was implemented at the beginning of the academic year on 9 
September 1991. The new symbol took the emphasis away from the 'BBC' and placed it 
firmly with the 'Children's' part of the name. This new logo featured a large neon style 
letter replacing every other letter in the 'Children's' name, with the exception of 'D' 
which had a neon strip curve around the letter. This appeared against a dark 
background of an assortment of colours and accompanied by an upbeat soundtrack 
accompanied in some versions by a voice saying phrases such as "Tell that aardvark it's 
a wrap" and "Essential viewing coming up". The original electronic beat music was seen 
as too slow and dull originally, and so was replaced soon after, meusi 


Accompanied with the new look, the Broom cupboard received a makeover with new 
neon signage matching the new logo as well as the presenters name in a similar style to 
the logo.“ In addition to this, Children's BBC also received a corporate styling for 
promotions, slides and menus. Promotions were kept the same as the channel they 
were broadcast on, however the menu and slide design was unique. The slide design, in 
line with BBC1 and 2, featured a sidebar down the left hand side of the screen, with the 
channel logo located in the top left hand corner of the screen, above a BBC corporate 
logo. The Children's BBC slides however, also had the Children's BBC logo inserted 
sideways into the sidebar, and images from the ident featured as the background to 
programme menus. These slides and menus were used prior to a start-up into Children's 
BBC, and for promotional use outside of Children's BBC itself, for example after the 
morning strand was completed. mem 


BBC Scotland had their version of the 1991 - 1994 ident which was the same as the 
network version but with the Scotland branding incorporated into the ident. These were 
used in the school holidays from the launch of Children's BBC Scotland in June 1992 - 
July 1994. 


This logo remained with Children's BBC until 1997, however the ident itself changed 
within half that time. In 1994, Children's BBC moved out of the old Broom Cupboard and 
into the new Broom Cupboard that's actually the small, but roomy by comparison, 


studio of Pres A. To mark the move, CBBC, as it was becoming increasingly known 
informally by the presenters, commissioned a new ident. Launched on 5 September 
1994, the logo remained, however was rendered in 3D and set at a slight angle and 
formed in chunks. This was accompanied by a 3D BBC logo located in the bottom right 
corner of the screen, and set against a brightly coloured background of yellows, blues, 
pinks, blacks and greens. This was later replaced by a version on a yellow background, 
with a 2D grey BBC logo. 


Throughout this era, a variety of logos were produced by BBC Manchester's Graphic 
design department for use, that featured computer-generated animations or cartoons 
and would include the Children's BBC logo in it somewhere, either as a whole or in part, 
and often accompanied by the BBC logo.! These later logos and idents include: 


e Alien - A farmers field is shown, with an alien spaceship hovering above and a 
scarecrow standing in the fields. The scarecrow turns around to reveal an alien in its 
place, and the shot pans out to the field with 'Children's' inscribed in it, and the BBC 
logo on the spaceship. 

e Bee - A bumble bee encounters a venus fly trap, which it then swallows, before 
turning into the black and yellow BBC logo and the 'Children's' letters falling from 
above. 

e Boy - Letters from the 'Children's' jump out from his face in various orders, and 
when the boy opens his mouth, the 'Children's' can be seen on his uvula, dangling 
from the roof of his mouth, with the BBC logo on his tongue. 

e Christmas Rooftop - on a winter's night (with the flashing grey 'Children's' logo in 
the dark). Father Christmas twists a few times in a chimney (with the 'Children's' 
logo on the sack next to the chimney.) and brings up high into the sky, the reindeer 
stands in the chimney a few seconds and then Father Christmas crashes back into 
the chimney and the BBC logo appears on the grey paving slabs on the roof after 
the snow slides off the roof and the reindeer has a couple of giggles on the rooftop. 

e Christmas Tumble- Father Christmas strolls along in the snow and then brings out 
of sight when letters of the 'Children's' logo (and a couple of presents) fly in all 
directions, then Father Christmas gasps when he sees the 'Children's' logo 
electrocuting on the reindeer's antlers while the reindeer hold the BBC logo between 
his teeth. 

e Cow - Four cows are seen standing on small balls of grass, the last of which blows a 
bubble, containing the ‘Children's’ logo, with the BBC logo contained in three 
flowers. 

e Egyptian - In Egypt, a mummy walks past where the lizard sits on the coffin, a lid 
opens and bandage comes undone one by one the letters of the ‘Children's’ inside 
and a lizard dances an Egyptian dance. 

e Frankenstein - asad monster looks out of the window, Thunder rumbles and 
lightning crackles as the machine contains the 'Children's' logo, The monster cheers 
himself up by pulling every lever of the machine whilst electrocuting himself. 

e Jazz - The Children's BBC logo is seen split vertically, and stretched directions, 
against a plain blue background and a jazzy version of the soundtrack. 

e Mechanical Dogs - Metal, mechanical dogs bark at letters of the 'Children's' raised 
on metal stilts above them, which come together to form the logo. The BBC logo is 
on one of the dogs. 

e Noddy - On the same brightly coloured background of yellows, blues, reds, pinks, 
blacks and greens from the main Children's BBC ident of 1994-1997, Noddy (from 
the Noddy's Toyland Adventures TV series) walks into view with the BBC logo ona 
piece of card in his hands under the "Children's" logo. He stops and smiles at the 


camera for a quick second, then finally walks a quick pace to stop in the middle of 
the screen to wave at the camera. before finally taking a bow. 

Oakie Doke - A ident featuring the titular character of the children's TV series Oakie 
Doke. 

Otis the Aardvark Paint - A cartoon version of Children's BBC puppet Otis the 
Aardvark paints a picture and the logo is in the middle of the painting. 

Otis the Aardvark Toffee - A cartoon version of Children's BBC puppet Otis the 
Aardvark eats toffees out of a tin and gets his nose caught in the tin. The CBBC logo 
is on the bottom of the tin. 

Pig - A live piglet roams around an area with numerous 'Children's' imposed on the 
floor, and just as many BBC logos imposed on the back wall. Various shots of the pig 
end with the Children's BBC logo on the pig's rear. 

Pingu - A 2D version of Pingu finishes building a snow park with a snowman in the 
middle (and the striped Children's letters on the top of the banderole with some 
snow at the top). The snowman gasps, then sneezes. Pingu comes out of the D and 
looks up at the sky giggling. A 3-D grey-and-black 1988-1997 BBC logo falls from 
above. 

Princess & Frog - A princess kisses a frog, turning her into a variety of objects 
including a cow and a pair of pants, before becoming a frog. Another kiss turns both 
into the Children's BBC logo before the changes continue. 

Sculptor - A man in a toga sculpts a block of stone with the BBC logo carved into it. 
However he hits too hard, resulting in the stone crumbling away to reveal the 
‘Children's’. Then, the man then himself crumbles into a delighted child. 

Singing Duck and Fish - Two friends, duck and fish sing a short jingle about 
Children's BBC, while the other holds up the words. The Children's BBC logo appears 
on the back wall. 

Space - A spaceship flies round planets, before crashing into a moon, leaving the 
Children's BBC logo to circle to wreckage. 

Surfboard - A man surfs on a board, before falling off, sending a large wave into 
shore, which washes up the Children's BBC logo. 

Teen's Bedroom - A teenager struggles out of a messy bedroom into the hall. 
While he is gone, the numerous letters of the logo, the 1988-1997 BBC logo, and the 
logo of the channel it is on all appear in different locations around the room. The 
same thing is repeated when he staggers back in, but with the BBC1 1991-1997 "1" 
and the BBC2 1991-2001,2014-2018 "2". 

Underwater - A diver appears inside a fishbowl, only to reveal the bowl is 
underwater, inhabited by an Elvis fish. 

William's Wish Wellingtons - A ident featuring William from the children's TV 
series William's Wish Wellingtons. 


In addition to these, some were used for certain programmes, such as Saturday 
Aardvark, which used bubbles with letters of the 'Children's' on them, and the Breakfast 
show. Originally this utilised a personalised TV screen with a CBBC ident displaying in 
the viewer but was later replaced by a cereal box that poured out Children's BBC logos, 
BBC logos and logos from some of the programmes. BBC Scotland also had their 
versions of the Children's BBC idents which were the same as the network versions but 
with the Scotland branding incorporated into the ident. These were used on weekday 
mornings in the school holidays from October 1994 - July 1997. The 1991 - 1994 ident, 
along with its accompanying Broom Cupboard theming, was re-used on September 9, 
2015 as part of the anniversary special Hacker's Birthday Bash: 30 Years of Children's 
BBC. 


CBBCledit] 
Yellow animations(edit] 


On 4 October 1997, the new BBC logo was launched by the corporation, and all of the 
BBC's channels and services received a makeover. CBBC was no different, with a new 
logo and idents package to match a newly refurbished set for TC9. The new logo was 
seen everywhere on every channel in near identical design, so that the BBC's output 
was centralised, and as a result CBBC's logo featured a 'C' added in front of the BBC 
blocks logo, with the name of the service added after, be it CBBC One, CBBC Two, CBBC 
Scotland, CBBC on Nickelodeon and CBBC Choice. Whereas before, CBBC tried to 
portray the end of one service, and the beginning of another, this look made it feel like 
CBBC was taking over that service. 


The new idents all featured a yellow and black colour scheme and featured a two- 
dimensional animation based around a Surreal concept, an interesting design, or an 
adventure scene. Promotions for the service featured the same promotional style as the 
other services, with the CBBC logo at the bottom and the programme and channel 
details centred at the bottom for widescreen, which came later in c. 2000. Also getting a 
makeover was the set in TC9. Again following the yellow and black theme, notable parts 
include large CBBC logos extending upright the columns, a large video wall made up of 
12 televisions, and a desktop computer used to promote the CBBC website.! 


e Blobs -Black blobs, similar to those found in a lava lamp, are seen rising up the 
screen. 

e Cat and Bird - A bird pecks around in seeds and crumbs before finding a worm 
stuck down a hole. Pulling the worm free, the bird finds out it is a cat's tail, who 
promptly chases after the bird. 

e Cat and Mouse - The cat chases a mouse into its hole and lies in wait. The mouse 
emerges disguised under a leaf. The cat, impatient, sticks his head in the hole, 
allowing the mouse to get away. 

e Dragon - A dragon scrambles up on to a rock, prepares to take flight, only to fall 
down to the bottom. 

e Fish - A shoal of five fish swim across the screen, turn so they are only seen as thin 
lines emitting bubbles, before turning back across the screen. A longer version of 
this ident was produced. 

e Frog -A frog, sat on a lily pad, spots a fly above him, sticks his tongue out to catch 
the fly, only to be pulled off into the air. 

e Magician - A magician performs the act of pulling his own shirt off, as he attempts 
to pull something from his top hat (which unfortunately doesn't appear to bea 
rabbit at all), much to his embarrassment. 


The man and dog ident (from 1997 to 2001) 


e Man and Dog - A man walks his fluffy dog on a lead. The dog, however, gets caught 
on arock and unravels into a single line, much to the owner's bemusement. 

e Mole - A mole digging a tunnel comes to the surface to clear his glasses, before 
continuing on. 

e Mouse - A mouse (out of breath) arrives on screen and comes up with the idea to 
take his ears off for wheels, his tail for handlebars and his nose for a seat, becoming 
a bicycle, then cycles quickly off the screen, the rest of his body looking like a bike 
racer. A still from this ident was used when they had technical difficulties at the 
time. 

e Octopus - An octopus swims into view, spots the viewer, and hides in his own ink, 
allowing him to get away. 

e Skunk - A skunk grabs a can of deodorant and sprays it on him. He is soon 
disgusted by the smell and throws the can into a bin where many of cans are. 

e Snail- A snail moves on, checks nobody is looking, and quickly scratches his back 
by lifting his shell off. 

e Space Girl - A girl flying a spaceship in the Japanese Manga style. 

e Spiral - Various swirls, spirals and circles all moving towards the screen. 

e Tiger - A tiger stalks and hides in a jungle environment, and surprises the camera. 


In addition to these idents, there was also idents for the programmes Saturday 
Aardvark and the CBBC Breakfast Show. BBC Scotland also had their versions of the 
CBBC idents which were the same as the network versions but with the Scotland 
branding incorporated into the ident. They were only used in the summer holidays from 
July 1998 until July 2000. Special idents were commissioned for Christmas, from 1997- 
1999 they consisted of a periscope type animation, with festive images appearing, and 
from 2000-2001 they were various idents with a small penguin and a snowman in lots of 
different scenarios, and in summer, when the 'CBBC HOT' name was used. An animation 
was also introduced for the end copyright, originally a coin spinning and falling over, 
this became numerous signs moving towards the viewer in c.1999. On Monday 3 
September 2001, CBBC switched to widescreen and as a result, the branding was 
altered. Some idents were withdrawn entirely, while the rest were sped up or mixed in 
with others to form montages that were used instead. The music was also changed, with 
two versions now used: for CBBC's older viewers and for CBBC's younger viewers, in 
what would soon be called CBeebies. Additionally, the idents for preschool programming 
had clips from Tweenies mixed in. 


Special idents were made for CBBC on Choice before using the regular ones from 1998- 
2000. They were based on the first set of BBC Choice idents consisting of 3 items with 
similar names, like boxer shorts, boxing gloves and a boxer dog. 


The CBBC BugsSledit] 


On 11 February 2002, CBBC changed dramatically in both look and remit. The day 
marked the launch of the CBBC Channel, resulting in a new platform for the well-known 
brand. Also launched at the same time was the CBeebies channel and strand, resulting 
in CBBC's remit changing from 6-12 years of age, to 8-12 years. To mark both, a new 
identity was created for both to mark the occasion. 


Designed by Lambie-Nairn, the bug idents featured green moving bugs that contained 
the BBC logo as well as purple, textured 'C'. The bugs could split into others, and would 
often be depicted either fighting amongst themselves, or as being split or separated 
multiple times. In-vision was still used, with TC9 being used for links on BBC One and 
Two, and the CBBC channel using TC2, however the set was changed to vivid 
backgrounds with blob shapes on, often with the idents playing in the background. 


Promotions also changed so branding only occurred at the end, at which a wavy blue 
banner at the bottom would flow it with programme details on, usually with a blob 
looking in from the side of the screen. The new channel also had a DOG featuring the 
BBC logo, with a Blob containing the 'C' only in front. The DOG was not used on 
terrestrial links, although a clock was occasionally added for morning links, either on its 
own or located inside a static blob. 


The bugs themselves were closely related to those designed for CBeebies, and for 
the Canadian television station, owned by BBC Worldwide, BBC Kids. 


The traditional bugs look lasted until 30 September 2005, when the blob concept was 
redesigned. A single blob was now used: it featured a larger and plainer 'C' letter and 
was turned into a three-dimensional object, which would zoom around a screen often 
accompanied by a ball from which many arrows could point and some crystal lines were 
flying about. The idents had also the CBBC stars in the purple background with various 
floating objects (such as the cash registers for Kerching!, the heart balloons for Tracy 
Beaker or the flying birds for Raven) inside the blob, including Dani Harmer, James 
Mackenzie, Nev the Bear, Basil Brush, Devon Anderson, Tendayi Jembere, Jamie 
Sweeney, Richard McCourt and Dominic Wood. This style was changed so that the end 
screen changed to a single shot of the bug with the programme name below, and the 
DOG was also updated. In-vision continued to be used, however, it was used less and 
less: CBBC moved out of TC9 in December 2006 to TC12, where the presenter would 
just stand in front of a bluescreen while only a fixed camera is used.22 


Stylised CBBC{edit] 


CBBC relaunched again on Monday 3 September 2007, with a new logo revolving 
around the letters of CBBC, each in a different style. A new set of idents followed these 
up, revolving around scenes including each of the 4 stylised letters before coming 
together at the end. These scenes could involve cartoon figures (including the animated 
CBBC shows like Shaun the Sheep and Tracy Beaker), or stars of current CBBC 
programmes (such as Barney Harwood, Basil Brush, James Mackenzie, Daniel 

Anthony, Dani Harmer, Ed Petrie, Oucho T. Cactus, Mark Speight, Kirsten 

O'Brien, Richard Hammond, Sam Nixon, Mark Rhodes, Caroline Flack, Gethin 

Jones, Andy Akinwolere, Zöe Salmon and the cast of M./, High). Numerous different 
styles were made involving the different scenes, and were added regularly to reflect 
programmes. Children could also make their own versions, the so-called Mash Up, on 
the CBBC website, and indeed some of these were added to the main set. At the end of 
this sequence, a two-dimensional cartoon style endboard was added that contained the 
CBBC logo animating into place, against a white background with the green zig-zag lines 
of the look animating around the edge of the screen. This was altered on 10 September 
2010, when the CBBC logo was given a 3D glossy look, and as a result the end boards 
were changed to a fully formed CBBC logo moving around on the green bars on the 
screen. In 2013, they added new variations of the idents which mixed up a few idents, 
or at least changed ONE thing about it. 


Accompanying these idents at the end of the CBBC strand or Channel, were two cartoon 
characters. These, in the form of a dancing fox and a hairy monster, would point out 
additional CBBC services. This would normally consist of pointing out the CBBC 

website and, if currently broadcasting, the CBBC channel. Promotions consisted of the 
video with the CBBC logo, programme title and times appearing at the end on the green 
zig-zag lines that accompanied the channel. This was altered in 2010, so the video 
would shrink into a box contained within the white and green lines where the CBBC logo 
now originated at the end of the idents. The programme title would now be overlaid the 


white background, rather than be incorporated into the design. The DOG for the CBBC 
channel was also changed to the new logo, however it retained its green colour scheme, 
and would often animate, with the letters popping out and in at regular intervals. 


The new look was created by the Children's BBC marketing team, with Red Bee 
Media designing the new logo and idents, and Fallon, who created the new TV trails that 
were used prior to launch, “24221 


2014 Ident Update(edit] 


On 13 September 2014, CBBC replaced the "stylized" idents with new idents, after 
seven years whilst keeping the same logo. The new idents, which carried references to 
their programming like the previous set, consisted of animated scenes which change 
when zooming into a certain object. 


Just Imagine(edit] 


On 14 March 2016, CBBC rebranded with a new logo that was similar to BBC Three's, 
dropping the logo that had been used for the last eight years. New idents were 
introduced, a range of live action and animated which consists of everyday situations in 
the modern era. 


e Bed -A boy with a headlamp reads a book on his duvet cover. Mainly used at 
closedown. 

e Drone - A group of students walk to school with one bag being held by the drone. 
The logo is then formed by animated drones flying different segments of the logo in. 

e Lights - A group of children move around glow sticks to form the logo. 

e Powder - A teenage boy jumps on a trampoline with powder of the different 
coloured logo segments flying around. A piece of stencil card is then held up to form 
the logo. 

e Slinky - A group of children in a gym place coloured slinkies on the treadmills to 
make an infinite loop. The camera pans to show the formed logo. 

e Window -A boy and a girl throw coloured plastic toy animals such as frogs and 
spiders on a window to form the logo. 

e Igloo - Children create an igloo shaped like the logo. First used in December 2016 
as the Christmas ident; later edited to be part of the set. 


CBeebies|[edit] 


CBeebies was launched with the CBBC Channel on 11 February 2002, with an original 
age range of pre-school children only. Following changes within the BBC 
Children's department, this changed to ages up to 6, with CBBC targeting ages 6 to 12. 


The idents for the channel, designed by Lambie-Nairn, are the same as at launch and 
consist of yellow blobs, the opposite to the green blobs launched with the CBBC Channel 
with a much younger feel, as befits the target audience. The yellow blobs would bounce 
around gently to each other in a brightly coloured and patterned environment, with the 
CBeebies logo located in the centre top of the screen. The soundtrack was also gentle, 
with children's voices calling out the channel name, and the whole look was deliberately 
meant to be parallel, yet completely different from their sister channel, CBBC. In 
addition to these idents, some idents were created featuring the presenters bouncing 
the CBeebies logo around, and some which featured the blobs taking part in time 
related idents, such as sleeping on the moon in the bedtime hour or drinking milk at 


lunchtime. Some idents are specific to strands of programmes, such as Discover and 
Do. 


CBeebies, like CBBC before it, make use of in-vision continuity links, however these are 
not presented by the CBeebies directors, but are recorded rather than broadcast live. 
The presenters make use of a large, colourful space with smooth lines and everyday 
objects, which is again appropriate to the age range.2! 


Promotions originally featured a similar style as CBBC, with a patterned and coloured 
bar running across the bottom of the end of the promotion, featuring the title and 
CBeebies logo.” This was changed in 2007 to three pattered hills overlapping each at 
the bottom of the screen.22! From 2009, the CBeebies logo and programme name would 
be contained within the center hill, with the left hill taken up by a yellow blob containing 
a clock with the time of the programme on, and the right occasionally containing details 
such as whether the programme was new.” The channel also uses a DOG (and has 
done since its launch), in the form of the yellow CBeebies logo, which rotates during the 
weekday segments at regular intervals to reveal a symbol for the segment; for example, 
the symbol for Discover and Do features a bug looking up at a rainbow. In the past, the 
channel has used different rotating DOGs, including a dancing bug to promote Boogie 
Beebies. 


Christmas Themes 


e 2002-2004- Christmas Blobs 

e 2005- It's Magical 

e 2006-2009- Share the Magic 

e 2010-2013- Christmas Star 

e 2014-2017- Christmas Snowflake 

e 2017-present- Pop-Up Winter Land 


See also[edit] 


EIEN BBC portal 


e History of BBC television idents 
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CBeebies 


BIBIC 


Launched 11 February 2002; 17 years ago 
Owned by BBC 
Picture format 1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 1.219% (June 2019, BARB) 


Slogan Everyone's welcome 


Country 
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Broadcast area 


Headquarters 
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Sister channel(s) 


Website 
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Freesat 


United Kingdom 
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International 


dock10, MediaCityUK™ 


CBBC on Choice (demerged with 
CBBC - originally children's strand 
on BBC Choice) 
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BBC Four 

BBC News 
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CBBC 


http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies 


Availability 


Terrestrial 
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Channel 205 (HD) 
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Saorsat (Ireland) 
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Orange TV (Poland) 
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Channel 94 
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Channel 652 


Channel 49 (Test) 
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Sky (New Zealand) Channel 103 
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Virgin Media Channel 702 (HD) 
Virgin Media Channel 702 
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Comcast (USA) Channel 72 


Indovision (Indonesi Channel 41 


a) 


Telenet (Belgium) Channel 604 


Vectra (Poland) Channel 405 


Foxtel (Australia) Channel 705 


StarHub Channel 303 
TV (Singapore) 


Cable TV Hong Channel 517 


Kong (Hong Kong) 


Macau Cable Channel 61 
TV (Macao) 
WightFibre Channel 18 


Telenet (Belgium) Channel 604 


UPC Channel 204 (HD) 
Switzerland (Switze 
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IPTV 


now TV (Hong Kong) Channel 447 


Unifi TV (Malaysia) 


BT TV (UK) 


myTV Super (Hong 


Kong) 


Flip TV (Australia) 


Olleh TV (Korean) 


TalkTalk (United 


Channel 553 (HD) 


Channel 406 (HD) 


Channel 103 (HD) 


Channel 180 


Channel 152 


Channel 403 (SD) 


Kingdom) 

CHT MOD Channel 108 
(Taiwan) 

Eir Vision Channel 108 
(Ireland) 


PEO TV (Sri Lanka) Channel 62 
Streaming media 
BBC iPlayer 


Watch live 


On Demand (Virgin Watch On Demand 
Media) 
TvPlayer Watch live 


Virgin TV Watch live (Ireland) 


Virgin TV Ireland Watch live (Switzerland) 


BBC IPlayer Global Watch online (Singapore and 
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Unifi Play TV Watch online (Malaysia) 


CBeebies is a British free-to-air television channel owned and operated by the BBC. It is 
aimed at young children, and was launched on 11 February 2002. It manages an 
international network supported by subscription services. 


History[edit] 
Launch([edit] 


The CBeebies channel launched on 11 February 2002, with the first show to air 

being Teletubbies. The domestic CBeebies channel broadcasts from 6:00 a.m. to 
7:00 pm each day®- a result of the channel sharing bandwidth with the channel BBC 
Four on the Freeview platform. The station was joined in March 2007" by an 

audio CBeebies Radio, which broadcast for three hours each day on the radio 

station BBC Radio 7, however since the station was rebranded as BBC Radio 4 Extra in 
April 2011, this obligation has ceased. CBeebies Radio, however, has continued as a 
feature on the channel's website since 2013, and as a station on BBC 

Sounds broadcasting from 6am to 10pm. A magazine called CBeebies Weekly (now 
called CBeebies Magazine) was first published in 2006. 


Since 27 March 2013, CBeebies has been carried by the British Forces Broadcasting 
Service, sharing a channel with BFBS Extra. The UK channel is also available in 


the Republic of Ireland. 


International and Non-English versions/edit] 


BBC Studios owns and operates the international CBeebies feeds, with most of them 
operating on a 24-hour schedule. 


The first international launch for the CBeebies channel was in India in May 2007, 
although the channel was withdrawn at the end of November 2012 due to "commercial 
considerations".®, The Polish CBeebies channel was launched in December 2007, while 
feeds in Latin America, Asia, South Africa and Australia were launched in 2008. In March 
2011, the on demand version of the network was launched in the US and is available 

on Xfinity. 

On 13 May 2011, CBeebies was launched as a programme block on the channel BBC 
Kids in Canada, available on weekdays between 9:00 am and 3:00 pm. It is serving a 
similar schedule to the main channel. The block ceased alongside its main channel on 
31 December 2018, with some programmes moving to Knowledge Network. 


In April 2015, BBC Worldwide signed with South Korean broadcaster KBS and Japanese 
broadcaster Kids Station to launch CBeebies blocks on both channels.“ 


In April 2016, a channel for the MENA region was launched. 


On 10 March 2017, CBeebies Asia was launched in Taiwan, replacing BBC 
Entertainment. CBeebies Asia has already launched in Hong Kong, South Korea, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Mongolia, Indonesia, Singapore and Malaysia. #2220 Qn 13 
April 2017, the localised CBeebies feed for Latin America ceased transmissions along 
with BBC Earth and BBC Entertainment. !tstiorneedea 


On April 5, 2018, a Turkish feed was launched on Digiturk in Turkey. 


In September 2018 as part of a branding strategy, the unbranded 2 hour children's 
block on BBC Alba was split into CBeebies Alba and CBBC Alba, with the former airing 
during the first hour and the latter airing during the second hour. This block features its 
own presentation, presenters and shows all dubbed into Scottish Gaelic. 


On 1 December 2019, a New Zealand feed of the channel was launched on channel 103 
on Sky. 


Management[edit] 


In the UK, CBeebies is operated by the BBC Children's division and part of BBC North. 
The division is also responsible for CBBC and overall strategic responsibility for all of the 
BBC's domestic services for children rests with the Director of Children's, Alice Webb 
(since 2015). The direction of the domestic CBeebies channel itself rested with Kay_ 
Benbow, the last Controller of the channel commissioning all CBeebies content across 
BBC television, online, interactive TV, and radio.“ She took over from the first 

controller Michael Carrington in 2010.22 In 2017 it was announced that the CBeebies 
controller post will close in December 2017 and all content for the CBeebies brand 
would be commissioned by a new, pan BBC Children's role entitled Head of Content.24 


Internationally, CBeebies is owned by BBC Studios, who operate the brand. 


Presentation|[edit] 


The links between programmes on CBeebies are primarily achieved through the use 

of in-vision continuity, using presenters to interact with the children. In the UK, links are 
pre-recorded rather than broadcast live, as is the case on sister channel CBBC. They 
were originally pre recorded from studio TCO at BBC Television Centre in London, 
however, moved out in 2008 to Teddington Studios, and returned briefly in 2010. From 
September 2011, the links have been based at the BBC's Northern base 

at dock10, MediaCityUK, following the move of the BBC Children's department there. 
International variants feature broadcast links produced either in the corresponding 
country or from a central base. 


Logo and idents(edit] 
Main article: CBBC idents 


See also: History of BBC television idents 


Presenters(edit] 


As well as hosting some of the shows, a number of presenters fill the gaps between the 
CBeebies shows, speaking directly to the child, leading activities based on a topic from 
the CBeebies website, showing viewers’ birthday cards, and introducing the shows. 


Many of the presenters have histories as characters on other services or on children's 
programmes. 


In the UK, presenters seen on the channel and the stranded service are: 


Andy Day (2007-present) 

Katy Ashworth (2011-present) 

Cat Sandion (2013-present) 

Rebecca Keatley (2014-present) 

Ben Cajee (2015-present) 

Dodge T. Dog (2015-present) 

Ryan Russell (2017-present) 

Evie Pickerill (2018-present) 

Aimee Campbell (2019-present) 
Joanna Adeyinka-Buford (2019-present) 


Former presenters: 


Sue Monroe (2002-2006) 

Nicole Davis (2003-2006) 

Justin Fletcher (2006-2007) 
Sarah-Jane Honeywell (2006-2007) 
Eva Alexander (2006-2007) 

Chris Jarvis (2002-2009) 

Pui Fan Lee (2002-2009) 

Sidney Sloane (2002-2013) 

Alex Winters (2009-2015) 

Cerrie Burnell (2009-2017) 


The longest serving member is Andy Day who has introduced the programmes, along 
with most of the other presenters, for just over a decade (12 years). 


The international variants feature different personalities per broadcast region. 


The Australian feed is the only non-UK CBeebies service to feature more than one 
presenter, as this feed features 3 presenters. Tara Colegrave has presented since 
the channel's launch in 200822 and when the continuity links moved from the UK to 
Australia, she was joined by Robbie Harding and Duncan Fellows in 2011. 

The Asian feed shown in countries like Thailand, Hong 

Kong and Singapore has Nisha Anil is the main presenter. {2241251 

The now-defunct Latin American feed variant had Roser Cabanas as the presenter.2# 
The Polish channel has had Aneta Bozena Piotrowska as main presenter since its 
launch in 2008. On some occasions between November 2014 to 2016 Aneta 
appeared on the UK channel.2#24 

The South African feed utilises former UK presenter Sid Sloane.“2! Cat Sandion also 
presented on this feed before becoming a presenter on the UK version.22 

The CBeebies Alba block on BBC Alba uses Bard Cornark and Carrie Macneil as the 
presenters. 


Stranded Segments(edit] 


This section may contain an excessive amount of intricate 
detail that may interest only a particular audience. Please 

N help by spinning off or relocating any relevant information, and 
removing excessive detail that may be against Wikipedia's 
inclusion policy. (August 2014) (Learn how and when to remove this 
template message) 


In the UK, the CBeebies channel uses stranded segments throughout the day. 
On 10 March 200322 a segment called the Bedtime Hour was aired. 


From 3 April22 to 19 December 2004, each weekend afternoon was divided into five 
segments, which were presented by one of the then-current presenters, namely Chris 
Jarvis, Nicole Davis, Pui Fan Lee, Sidney Sloane and Sue Monroe. Each was given a core 
theme (for instance Sid's segment included "building and making" programmes such 

as Bob the Builder, Sue's included arts and crafts theme programmes and so on). The 
five segments aired from 1:00 pm until 6:00 pm; the segmentation was later dispensed 
in December 2004. For many months after, though, the presenters still wore their 
respective colours. They also cropped up in props used in links, such as coloured plates. 


The five coloured room sections ran from 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm and included the 
following: 


e Pui's Exploring Hour (Red Room), with programmes such as Come 
Outside, Teletubbies Everywhere, Tots TV, Boo!, Bits and Bobs, and Fab Lab?” 

e Sid's Fix-It Hour (Green Room), with programmes such as Bob the 
Builder, Fireman Sam, Little Robots, and Postman Pat?! 

e Chris's Singalong Hour (Blue Room), with programmes such 
as Tweenies, Zinga/long, and Balamory?! 

e Sue's Make and Do Hour (Pink Room), with programmes such 
as SMarteenies, Tikkabilla, Pingu, and Big Cook, Little Cook?! 

e Nicole's Furry Friends Hour (Orange Room), with programmes such as Clifford 
the Big Red Dog, The Koala Brothers, Angelmouse, Barnaby Bear, Binka, and The 
Magic Key??! 


A new strand entitled the Carrot Club was introduced in 2003, which had a female 
voiceover presenting where we are shown to toddlers running around and playing with 
toys. A new strand entitled Pick and Play was shown for the first time in June 2004,28 in 
which viewers contacted CBeebies via the website and other means to suggest 
programmes they would like to see. Also, in September 2005,24 a new strand called 
Bear and Butterfly launched, showing on weekend mornings. Presented by a cartoon 
bear (voiced by Chris Jarvis) and butterfly (voiced by Sue Monroe), and with an 
occasional appearance from a caterpillar, the characters interacted in an animated 
environment. They also showed pictures that had been sent in on their Message Tree. 


New strands were introduced on 3 April 2006; Get Set Go from 7:00 am to 9:00 am, 
Explorers from 9:00 am to 10:00 am and 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm, Busy Beebies from 
10:00 am to 11:45 am and 2:00 pm to 3:45 pm, Story Corner from 11:45 am to 

12:00 pm and 3:45 pm to 4:00 pm and Little Lunchers from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm. The 
Bedtime Hour was retained. 


On 19 March 2007,2% these segments were dropped (apart from Get Set Go and 
Bedtime Hour) and modified to denote the time of day and the levels of activity, 
including: 


Get Set Go - Early morning schedule between 6:00am and 9:00am; retained from 
2006 and given longer hours. Includes programmes such as Something 

Special, Baby Jake, Twirlywoos, Raa Raa the Noisy Lion, Postman Pat, Bing, Hey 
Duggee, Tinpo, Biggleton, Justin's House, Octonauts and Go Jetters. 

Discover and Do - Late morning and early afternoon, weekdays between 9:00 am 
and 3:00 pm. The strand is aimed at young children who would not be attending 
school or pre-school. It often contains programmes that give a learning opportunity 
to viewers, such as Show Me Show Me, Let's Play, Andy's Baby 

Animals, Teletubbies, My First, Alphablocks, Numberblocks & Yakka Dee. The hour 
between 12:00 pm and 1:00 pm is branded as Lunch Time and features shows such 
as My World Kitchen, Molly and Mack & Patchwork Pals. 

Big Fun Time - Late afternoon weekdays between 3:00 pm and 5:45 pm. This 
strand is notable for aiming at the higher end of its remit, airing programming for 
children who have recently returned from school. Programmes 

include Swashbuckle, Do You Know?, Andy's Safari Adventures, Apple Tree 

House, Catie's Amazing Machines, Bitz & Bob, Waffle the Wonder Dog & Gigglebiz. 
Bedtime - The final hour and 15 minutes of CBeebies broadcasting between 

5:45 pm and 7:00 pm. The original stranded section of the channel (and the only to 
still air to this day), Bedtime helps to prepare children for bed and features calm- 
natured programming. Programmes include Clangers, Moon & Me, Charlie and 
Lola, Tee and Mo and In the Night Garden... Story-telling is often told during the 
programmes. The final programme is always the Bedtime Stories slot (see below) 
and is followed by a final song, "The Time Has Come to Say Goodnight", before the 
channel closes for the day and BBC Four starts up. CBeebies Bedtime was renamed 
from Bedtime Hour as of 4 February 2019. 


When these segments were initially introduced, each segment featured its own 
presenting team and set, with Chris Jarvis and Pui Fan Lee (Alex Winters and Cerrie 
Burnell after they left in January 2009) presenting Discover and Do in the CBeebies 
"living room"; Lunch Time in the "kitchen"; Bedtime Hour in the "bedroom"; Sidney 
Sloane (plus Andy Day when he joined the channel later in 2007) presenting Get, Set, 


Go! in the "living room" and Big Fun Time in the "garage". However, since moving 
production to Manchester this is no longer the case, with the exception of Bedtime 
Hour which is presented from the area nearest the house's bed. 


The Bedtime Hour on-screen ident from March 2003 to March 2016. 


Storytimes(edit] 


While the lunchtime story is usually read by one of the regular presenters, the final 
show of each day, the Bedtime Story (known as Stòiridh in Gaelic) is read by a guest 


storyteller, including well Known actors, comedians, and past presenters of BBC 
children's television. Some notable storytellers in this slot have included James 
McAvoy, Simon Pegg, David Hasselhoff, Lulu, Damian Lewis, Rosamund Pike, Toby 
Stephens, David Tennant, Ben Faulks, Michael Rosen, Floella Benjamin, Shayne 
Ward, Chris Evans, Big Bird, Tom Hardy, Dolly Parton and Sir Elton John. 


In an unusual move, James Bolam appeared on "Bedtime Story" in costume and in 
character as Grandpa from Grandpa in My Pocket, not as himself. 


Lesser-known storytellers James Blishen and Elliot King have appeared in and taken 
inspiration from CBeebies’ storytime slot, with a programme for James in pre-planning 
called ‘Storytime with James’. !s##tierneedea 


CBeebies HD[edit] 


On 16 July 2013, the BBC announced that a high-definition (HD) simulcast of CBeebies 
would be launched by early 2014.22 The channel launched on 10 December 2013, 
though was rolled-out nationwide up to June 2014 (as did BBC News HD and BBC Four 
HD).22 The channel broadcasts on the BBC's new HD multiplex on Freeview and shares 
its stream with BBC Four HD as they air at different times. Prior to launch, the majority 
of CBeebies' HD output was broadcast on BBC HD before its closure on 26 March 2013. 


Other ventures/edit] 


CBeebies website([edit] 
See also: BBC Online 


The CBeebies website coincided with the launch of the UK channel in February 2002 and 
showcases a child friendly site with activities themed to all CBeebies programmes, past 
and present, with games, songs and print-outs featuring for nearly all shows. The UK 
version also features links to CBeebies iPlayer, a child friendly version of the BBC 
iPlayer featuring CBeebies programmes only, to CBeebies radio player and a dedicated 
micro site containing advice for raising children and toddlers called CBeebies Grown- 
ups, which was relaunched in 2011.21831341 


The international channels and associated websites are run by BBC Studios. As a result, 
not all of them are the same and some channels have less extensive websites than 
other services. CBeebies channels in Asia, Australia, Poland, South Africa and the USA 
all have their own international variant. 


VHS and DVD releases(edit] 


BBC Video (and later 2Entertain) have released several VHS/DVD compilations featuring 
shows airing on CBeebies at the time. As of 2014, Abbey Home Media releases the 
compilations. 


VHS or DVD Release 


title ete Programmes and Episodes 


CBeebies: The 28 Fimbles: Tambourine, Tweenies: Invitations, Bill and Ben: 
Best of Pre- October Around and Around, Andy Pandy: A Noisy Supper, 


School 


oe 2002 Teletubbies Everywhere: Ice Skating (Finland) 
Television 
Tikkabilla in a 45-minute special, Bill and Ben: Go Fly a 
Kite/A Piece of Sky, Tweenies: Champions, Yoho Ahoy: 
Playtime: O Pancake with Poop/Paint with Booty, Little Robots: A Bit of 
Introducing 2004 Give and Take/By Myself, Andy Pandy: Rub-A-Dub/Potato 
Tikkabilla Prints 
NOTE: This VHS/DVD also has the Andy Pandy song Honey 
in it, which comes after Rub-A-Dub. 
Big Cook Little Cook: Postman, Bobinogs: Happy Bobi- 
Birthday, The Roly Mo Show: Little Bo's Birthday, Higgledy 
CBeebies: The 16 April House: Birthday, Charlie and Lola: This is Actually My Party, 
Ultimate Party 2007 Tweenies: Birthday, Balamory: The Lost Letter, The Koala 
Collection Brothers: Penny's Birthday Surprise, Fimbles: Party Hat, 
Lunar Jim: A Surprise for Jim, LazyTown: Miss Roberta, Me 
Too: Disco Taxi 
Balamory: Beach Bonanza, Fimbles: Seashell, Boogie 
CBeebies: The Beebies: Dancing on the Sand, The Koala Brothers: Lolly's 
Mitre 16 July New Flavour, Tweenies: summer, Me Too: The Juicer, Little 
UTET 2007 Robots: Under the stars, Higgledy House: Holiday, The Roly 
Collection Mo Show: Too Hot, Big Cook Little Cook: Holiday Maker, 
Charlie and Lola: The Most Wonderfullest Picnic in the 
Whole Wide World 
LazyTown: Surprise Santa, Boogie Beebies: | Wish it Would 
CBeebies: The 12 Snow, Balamory: Panto, Fimbles: Tune, Lunar Jim: Too 
Ultimate Novempee Many Fluffies, Charlie and Lola: Snow is my Favourite and 
Christmas 2007 My Best, Big Cook Little Cook: Father Christmas, The Roly 
Collection Mo Show: Too Cold, Tikkabilla in a Christmas Special, 


Tweenies: White Christmas 


Boogie Beebies: Sporty Boogie, Charlie and Lola: | Am 
Really, Really, Really Concentrating, Me Too: Sports Day, 
CBeebies: Get 21 July The Large Family: The Big Race, Tweenies: Fast and Slow, 
Set Go! 2008 LazyTown: Sports Day, Little Robots: Good Sport Sporty, 
Higgledy House: Fitness, The Koala Brothers: George's Big 
Race, Balamory: Fun Run 


CBeebies: 20 Charlie and Lola: | Am Not Sleepy and | Will Not Go to Bed, 


: October 
Bedtime 2008 
CBeebies: Big a 
Fun Time February 

2009 
CBeebies: 25 May 


Discover + Do 2009 


CBeebies: 26 April 
Greatest Hits! 2010 


Album releases(/edit] 


Fimbles: Moon, Me Too: | Want to Say Goodnight, 
Teletubbies: Putting Angus to Bed, Jackanory Junior: The 
King of Capri, The Roly Mo Show: Sweet Dreams, Little 
Robots: Sweet Dreams Scary, Balamory: Bedtime, 
Tweenies: Sleepover, Charlie and Lola: Can You Maybe 
Turn the Light On 


Harry and Toto: Stop and Go, Brum: Brum and the Airport 
Adventure, Little Robots: Metal Makes Us Special, 
LazyTown: Little Sportacus, Lunar Jim: Rover's Big Dig, 
Higgledy House: Babysitting, Charlie and Lola: | Want to Be 
Much More Bigger Like You, The Large Family: Elephants 
Never Forget, Tweenies: When I'm Older, The Koala 
Brothers: Mitzi's Busy Day, Boogie Beebies: Roll Up, Roll 
Up, Tommy Zoom: Confidence, Me Too: Smiles and Frowns 


Get Squiggling: Bloodhound, Tikkabilla: Dressing Up and 
Houses, Teletubbies: Bubble Pictures, Balamory: Treasure 
Hunt, Charlie and Lola: | Wish | Could Draw Exactly More 
Like You, Boogie Beebies: Building, Tweenies: Growing 
Bulbs, Big Cook Little Cook: Explorer, Fimbles: Cardboard 
Box 


Teletubbies: Follow My Leader, Balamory: Disco, Charlie 

and Lola: | Can Dance Like a Dancer, The Roly Mo Show: 

Making Music, 3rd and Bird: A Chorus for Us, LazyTown: 

Rockin Robbie, Tweenies: Favourite Songs, Harry and Toto: 

Quiet and Loud, Boogie Beebies: Baby Boogie, Little 
Robots: The Sound of Music, Fimbly Songtime: Fimble 

Dance, Tommy Zoom: Boyz Noise, Big Cook Little Cook: 

Pop Star, The Koala Brothers: Josie's New Tune, 
Dirtgirlworld: Creepy Crawly 


Songs: This is CBeebies, Get Set Go song, Discover and Do 

song, Lunchtime song, Birthday song, Big Fun Time song, 

Sunset song, Goodnight song, Spring song, Summer song, 
Autumn song, Winter song, Weekend song 


Five CBeebies-branded CDs have been released, 'CBeebies: The Official Aloum' in 2002, 


‘My CBeebies Album’ in 2006, 


'My CBeebies Album (Christmas Edition)’ in 2007, 


‘CBeebies: Song Time' in 2010, and 'CBeebies: The Album’ in 2012. 


CBeebies Land([edit] 


CBeebies Land opened in May 2014. Designed as a retheme of the previous Storybook 
Land and Old McDonald's Farmyard areas of the Alton Towers Resort theme park, it 


contains a range of themed rides, attractions and live entertainment based around 
various popular CBeebies programmes. It offers various indoor and outdoor activities 
aimed at making an immersive and interactive world for children and young families. 


The site based within Alton Towers Resort in Staffordshire includes some of the more 
popular characters from the original channel for guests to meet. Described as a ‘fun 
environment for pre-schoolers to play and learn' by critics.25 


At the start of the year, the theme park sporadically released information on the 
characters involved in the development via their Facebook and Twitter accounts. 


e On 4 January, Mr Tumble was the first character confirmed - featuring in the 
Something Special Sensory Garden% and 5 January saw Mr. Bloom confirmed as 
featuring in the development in the form of Mr Bloom's Allotments.22 

e On 6 January, the park revealed an /n the Night Garden... redesign of their existing 
Riverbank Eyespy. On the re-themed attraction, In the Night Garden Magical Boat 
Ride, guests will be able to drift around the 'enchanted dreamworld'; an area that 
will use colours, sights and sounds to bring picture books to life. Iggle Piggle, Makka 
Pakka and Upsy Daisy will all be on the Night Garden Island to help children 
appreciate the values of diversity, and enjoy the wonder in the world around them. 


Stephen Gould, commercial director at DHX Media who licence /n the Night 

Garden... commented, "We are extremely excited to be working in partnership with BBC 
Worldwide, Merlin Entertainments and Alton Towers Resort on this new venture. In The 
Night Garden is the ideal draw brand to provide a fun, nurturing, inspiring and 
immersive environment for CBeebies Land and its visitors."22 


The fourth reveal on 7 January was that of Nina and the Neurons”! Based around the 
popular show which sees Nina, with the help of her animated sense Neurons, explain 
how and why the world around us works as it does. Nina's Science Lab will bring 
together the Neurons to show how they control your five senses. In a hands-on scientific 
attraction, children will learn how their bodies work and what they do.“ 


The latest addition to CBeebies Land for the 2019 season are two drop towers located 
next to the Mr Bloom's Allotment attraction. On 1 March 2019, it was confirmed that the 
drop towers would be named Peter Rabbit Hippity Hop.“4 They are a relocation of the 
Hip & Hop drop towers at the Sea Life Adventure Park, Oberhausen, Germany. 


Awards[edit] 


The UK channel and the programmes it has broadcast have received a number of 
awards throughout the years. In 2002, the Cbeebies Interactive TV Services was 
nominated in the Best Interactive Service category and CBeebies Online was nominated 
in the same category in 2005 at the BAFTA Children's Awards. The channel was 
awarded Best Children's Channel and Highly Commended at the Broadcast Digital 
Channel Awards 2006, however only achieved a nomination in 20072) and 2008. 

441 The channel was also named Children's Channel of the Year at the BAFTA 
Children's awards in 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2007,"2 2009, 2010,42 2011,“4 2013, 2014 
and 2016”! and was nominated for Channel of the Year in 2008" 


The CBeebies UK website was nominated Best Interactive Site at the 2007 BAFTA 
Children's awards,“ and the brand as a whole also won the Best Design and 
Innovation award by the Royal Television Society, whose awarding panel said "Its 
website is an integral part of the brand, with its TV production and online teams working 
together to create innovative game play and immersive web experiences. "su 


See also[edit] 


EIESBBC portal 


o a ee 


(UK) 
e CBBC 
e BBC Children's idents 
e BBC 


e BBC Studios 
e List of programmes broadcast by CBeebies 
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9 has media related 


to CBeebies. 


e CBeebies at BBC Online 
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e CBeebies to quit BBC TV Centre (The Guardian) 
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List of programmes broadcast by 
CBeebies 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 
This is a list of CBeebies shows which are either still airing or expired. The CBeebies 


website contains most of these shows, which are airing and coming soon on the 
CBeebies channel. 


Current programming|edit] 


e Alphablocks 

e Andy's Baby Animals 

e Andy's Dinosaur Adventures 

e Andy's Prehistoric Adventures 
e Andy's Safari Adventures 

e Andy's Secret Hideout 

e Andy's Wild Adventures 


e Apple Tree House 


e Baby Jake 
e Biggleton 
e Bing 


e Catie's Amazing Machines 

e CBeebies Bedtime Stories 

e Charlie and Lola 

e Clangers 

e Down on the Farm 

e Feeling Better 

e Ferne and Rory's Vet Tales 
e Footy Pups 

e The Furchester Hotel 

e Get Well Soon 


e Gigglebiz 
e Gigglequiz 


e Go Jetters 

e Gundrun: The Viking Princess 
e Hey Duggee 

e /Can Cook 

e /Can Cook on the Go 
e /Can Cook with You 
e Inthe Night Garden... 
e Jamillah and Aladdin 
e Junk Rescue 

e Justin's House 

e Katie Morag 

e Kazoops! 

e Let's Celebrate 

e Let's Play 


Little Roy 

Maddie's Do You Know? 

Magic Door 

Magic Hands 

Melody 

Messy Goes to Okido 

Mister Maker 

Mister Maker Around the World 
Mister Maker Comes to Town 
Mister Maker's Arty Party 


Molly and Mack 
Moon and Me 

My First 

My Pet and Me 

My Petsaurus 

My World Kitchen 
Numberblocks 

The Octonauts 

Old Jack's Boat 
Olobob Top 
Patchwork Pals 
Peter Rabbit 
Poppies 

Postman Pat 

Raa Raa the Noisy Lion 
Sarah and Duck 
School of Roars 
Show Me Show Me 
Something Special 
Stargazing 
Swashbuckle 
Teacup Travels 
Tee and Mo 
Teletubbies 

The Baby Club 
Time for School 
Timmy Time 

Tinga Tinga Tales 
Topsy and Tim 
Treasure Champs 
Tree Fu Tom 
Twirlywoos 

Waffle the Wonder Dog 
Where in the World? 
Woolly and Tig 
Yolanda's Band Jam 


Upcoming programming[edit] 


Andy's Aquatic Adventures 
Biff and Chip?! 
DreamWorks Dragons: Rescue Riders 


Former programmes[edit] 


3rd & Bird (2008-2015) 

64 Zoo Lane (2002-2019) 

Abadas (2011-2016) 

Andy Pandy (2002-2011) 
Angelmouse (2002-2014) 

Balamory (2002-2016) 

Becky and Barnaby Bear (2002-2011) 
Be Safe with the Tweenies (2002-2009) 
Big & Small (2008-2014) 

Big Barn Farm (2008-2018) 

Big City Park (2010-2014) 

Big Cook, Little Cook (2004-2012) 
Bill and Ben (2002-2010) 

Binka (2002-2013) 

Bits and Bobs (2002-2017) 

Bitsa (2002-2011) 

Bob the Builder (1998-2012) 
Bobinogs (2004-2011) 

Bodger and Badger (2002-2009) 

Boj (2015-2018) 

Boo! (2003-2012) 

Boogie Beebies (2004-2014) 

Brum (2004-2014) 

Buzz and Tell (2008-2017) 

Carrie and David's Popshop (2008-2014) 
Chuggington (2008-2019) 

Clifford the Big Red Dog (2002-2013) 
Clifford's Puppy Days (2003-2013) 
Cloudbabies (2012-2017) 

Come Outside (1993-2012) 
Dinopaws (2014-2018) 

Dipdap (2011-2019) 

Dirtgirlworld (2010-2013) 

Doodle Do (2006-2011) 

Dr Otter (2002-2014) 

Driver Dan's Story Train (2010-2015) 
Eco Freddy (2007-2009) 

El Nombre (2001-2003) 

Ethelbert the Tiger (2000-2010) 


Everything's Rosie (2010-2018) 
Fab Lab (2002-2006) 

Fimbles (2002-2012) 

Fingermouse (1985-2011) 

Finley the Fire Engine (2007-2012) 
Fireman Sam (1987-2007) 

Fluffy Gardens (2007-2014) 

Garth and Bev (2010-2012) 

Get Squiggling (2008-2017) 
Gordon the Garden Gnome (2005-2010) 
Grandpa in my Pocket (2009-2017) 
Green Balloon Club (2008-2014) 
Guess with Jess (2009-2013) 

Harry & Toto (2008-2011) 
Higgledy House (2002-2009) 
Iconicles (2011-2015) 

lackanory Gold (2002-2004) 
lackanory Junior (2007-2012) 

Jakers! The Adventures of Piggley Winks (2007-2011) 
ollywobbles! (2010-2013) 

Kate and Mim Mim (2015-2018) 
LazyTown (2006-2012) 

LazyTown Extra (2008-2012) 

Little Bear (2002-2005) 

Little Big Cat (2008-2014) 

Little Charley Bear(2011-2015) 
Little Human Planet (2011-2013) 
Little Prairie Dogs (2010-2016) 
Little Red Tractor (2004-2011) 
Little Robots (2003-2015) 

The Lingo Show (2012-2017) 

Louie (2008-2013) 

Lunar Jim (2006-2010) 

Mama Mirabelle's Home Movies (2008-2014) 
Me Too! (2006-2016) 

Mighty Mites (2010-2011) 

Mike the Knight (2011-2017) 
Monster Cafe (1994) 

Mr Bloom's Nursery (2011-2018) 
Muffin the Mule (2005-2010) 

Nina and the Neurons (2007-2017) 
Noddy's Toyland Adventures (1992-2014) 
Numberjacks (2006-2015) 

The Numtums (2012-2018) 

Nuzzle and Scratch (2008-2015) 
Qakie Doke (2002-2003) 

Oh Yes It Is (2003, 2004) 

Open A Door (2002-2007) 


Pablo (2017-2019) 

Pablo the Little Red Fox (1999-2012) 
Penelope K, by the way (2010-2013) 
Pingu (2002-2015) 

Playdays (2002-2004) 

Poetry Pie (2009-2012) 

Polka Dot Shorts (2002-2011) 

Q Pootle 5 (2013-2017) 

Rastamouse (2011-2018) 

Razzledazzle (2005-2013) 
Rubbadubbers (2002-2011) 

Ruff-Ruff, Tweet and Dave (2016-2018) 
Same Smile (2010-2016) 

Sergeant Stripes (2003-2012) 

Sesame Tree (2008-2013) 

Small Potatoes (2011-2019) 
SMarteenies (2002-2011) 

Space Pirates (2007-2014) 

Spot Bots (2016-2018) 

Spot the Dog (2002-2010) 

Spot's Musical Adventures (2002-2010) 
Starhill Ponies (1998-2012) 

Step Inside (2002-2010) 

Storytime (2002) 

Tellytales (2009-2011) 

The Adventures of Abney & Teal (2011-2019) 
The Amazing Adventures of Morph(2002-2013) 
The Family Ness (2002-2011) 

The Koala Brothers (2003-2012) 

The Large Family (2007-2014) 

The Magic Key (2002-2012) 

The Pingu Show (2007-2012) 

The Poddington Peas (1989-2013) 

The Shiny Show (2002-2009) 

The Song Catcher (2005-2007) 

The Story Makers (2002-2009) 
Tikkabilla (2002-2015) 

Tiny Tumble (2013-2018) 

ToddWorld (2004-2011) 

Tommy Zoom (2007-2015) 

Tots TV (2004-2008) 

Tweenies (2002-2016) 

Uki (2010-2011) 

Underground Ernie (2006-2011) 
Waybuloo (2009-2012) 

What's The Big Idea? (2013-2019) (Now on the BBC Channel) 
Wibbly Pig (2009-2015) 

Wide-Eye (2003-2013) 


Wiggly Park (2002-2011) 

William's Wish Wellingtons (2002-2013) 
Yoho Ahoy (2002-2010) 

Zigby (2009-2014) 

e Zingalong (2002-2011) 

e ZingZillas (2010-2017) 


External links[edit] 


e CBeebies Shows BBC Page 


References[edit] 
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BBC Scotland (TV channel) 
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BBC Scotland 


BIBIC 


Scotland 


Launched 24 February 2019; 9 months ago 
Owned by BBC 
Picture format 1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 0.11% (June 2019, BARB) 


Country United Kingdom 


Replaced BBC Two Scotland 


Sister channel(s) | BBC One Scotland 
BBC Alba 


Website www.bbc.co.uk/bbcscotland 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Freeview (Scotland Channel 9 (SD) 


only) Channel 108 (HD) 
Satellite 
Freesat Channel 106 (HD: Scot) 
Channel 108 (SD: Scot, HD: Rest 
of UK) 


Channel 174 (SD: Rest of UK) 


Sky (UK only) Channel 115 (HD: Scot) 
Channel 457 (HD: Rest of UK) 
Channel 876 (SD) 


Cable 


Virgin Media (UK) Channel 108 (HD: Scot) 
Channel 162 (HD: Rest of UK) 


BBC Scotland is a British English-language free-to-air television channel that is under 
the BBC Scotland division of the BBC. It airs a nightly lineup of entirely Scottish 
programming. During daytime broadcast hours, the channel broadcasts a simulcast 

of BBC Two, but may opt out for news and sports events outside of its formal broadcast 
hours. 


The channel launched 24 February 2019, replacing the BBC Two Scotland opt-out of 
BBC Two, but operating as an autonomous channel (displacing BBC Four on Freeview in 
Scotland). 


History[edit] 


As of 2017, BBC Scotland had operated regional variations of BBC One and BBC Two for 
the Scottish region, as well as the Gaelic channel BBC Alba. On 22 February 2017, BBC 
director general Lord Hall announced that the corporation planned to replace BBC Two 
Scotland with a new, part-time BBC Scotland television channel, focused exclusively on 
Scottish programming. A feature of the channel would be an hour-long 9:00 p.m. 
weeknight newscast produced from Scotland, covering national and international 
headlines from a Scottish perspective. The proposed newscast was compared to the 
frequent proposals for a Scotland opt-out of the BBC News at Six. Hall also announced 
that the BBC would increase its overall spending on factual and drama productions in 
Scotland by £20 million annually. 


Ofcom granted provisional approval to the new service in April 2018, but showed 
concerns for its proposal to only dedicate half of its lineup to new programmes (seeing it 
as removing potential opportunities for independent producers), and directed the BBC 
to ensure that the channel does not have an undue impact on competing news outlets 
(including newspapers and other broadcasters, with the former expressing concern that 
the BBC would poach employees from newspapers to build its expanded Scotland news 
operation).2! Ofcom granted final approval to the service in June 2018: the BBC 
subsequently announced a planned launch for February 2019. The channel will be 
allocated £32 million in annual funding.“ 


In preparation for the launch of the new channel, BBC Two Scotland was discontinued 
and replaced by the networked version beginning 18 February. BBC Scotland launched 
24 February at 7:00 p.m.; it signed on with an introductory video, featuring a 
performance of "Miracle" by the Scottish synthpop group Chvrches, accompanied by 
the BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra. Its first programme was a variety special (A 
Night at the Theatre) hosted by comedian lain Stirling. Opening night programming also 
included the broadcast television premiere of the documentary Nae Pasaran, the one- 
off Burnistoun special Burnistoun Tunes In, and the ninth and final series premiere 

of Still Game. Viewership peaked at 700,000. 


Programming[edit] 


BBC Scotland's main broadcast hours are 7:00 p.m. to midnight. At least 95% of 
programming must be of Scottish origin, and the BBC stated that roughly half of its 
programming would be new. Between noon and 7:00 p.m., the channel simulcasts the 
BBC Two schedule with BBC Scotland continuity, thereby accommodating the daytime 
sport and political programming opt-outs which had been displaced following the 
closure of BBC Two Scotland. 


The channel airs a 9:00 p.m. newscast, The Nine, presented by Rebecca 
Curran and Martin Geissler, which features coverage of national and international 
headlines from a Scottish perspective. =% 


On Wednesday nights there is a 15-minute programme aired called The Edit which 
covers the week's entertainment news. It is presented by Amy Irons and David Farrell.24 


BBC Scotland has traditionally shown Sport on Friday evenings with Scottish 
Championship and the early rounds of the Scottish Cup matches featuring 

on Sportscene presented by Leanne Crichton and Steven Thompson from 7.00pm. With 
football talk show A View From The Terrace, adapted from the cult Terrace Scottish 
Football Podcast aired later on Friday evenings. AVFTT is produced by Edinburgh-based 
Studio Something and is presented by Craig Telfer, with analysis from Shaughan 
McGuigan, and The Scotsman Journalists Craig Fowler and Joel Sked!., 


Announcers|/edit] 


There are three main continuity announcers on the BBC Scotland channel. George 
Taylor, Dominic Main and Jennie Cook. 


e George Taylor from Glasgow worked in marketing for The Sunday Times and The 
Times Scotland. 

e Dominic Main from Drongan was a student at the University of the West of 
Scotland and has studied broadcast production for many years. 

e Jennie Cook from Kingussie is a former Capital Radio breakfast presenter. 


All continuity on the channel is performed live and is broadcast from Pacific Quay. 


Identification| edit] 


BBC Scotland's idents feature the channel's logo in the centre of the screen, usually 
accompanied with a background that fits the colour of the logo when it eventually is lit 
up. In the first set of idents, the BBC Scotland logo is featured among cobblestones ona 
rainy street, a bird which flies around the logo as well as a subway station 

(specifically Buchanan Street subway station in Glasgow).2 


See also[edit] 


e BBC 2W 
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UKTV 


Type Subsidiary (former Joint Venture) 
Industry Mass media 
Founded 1 November 1992; 27 years ago 


Founder BBC Studios 


Headquarters 10 Hammersmith Grove, London 


United Kingdom 


Areniserved United Kingdom 


Ireland 
Key people Marcus Arthur (CEO) 
Brands Full Channel List 
Services Television 

Online 
Owner BBC Studios 
Parent BBC UK 
Divisions UKTV Play 


Subsidiaries UKTV Play 


Website uktv.co.uk 


UKTV is a British multi-channel broadcaster, wholly owned by BBC 

Studios (formerly BBC Worldwide). It was formed on 1 November 1992 through a joint 
venture between the BBC and Thames Television. It is one of the United Kingdom's 
largest television companies. 


UKTV's channels are available via a digital satellite or cable subscription in the UK and 
Ireland. The Dave, Drama and Yesterday channels are also available in the UK 
on Freeview and Freesat, two free-to-air television services in the UK. 


Most programmes on the channels are repeat broadcasts of productions from the BBC 
archives, although the entertainment channels also feature some programmes 
produced by other companies and UKTV have commissioned a small number of 
programmes. The channels are played out by Red Bee Media. 


The UKTV channels have broadcast in widescreen since 31 January 2008, although some 
programmes originally made in 4:3 format are screened in the compromise 14:9 semi- 
letterbox format. 


History[edit] 
Further information: Timeline of UKTV 


Origins (1992-1997) [edit] 


UKTV started as a single channel, UK Gold. The original partners behind the channel 
were the BBC's commercial arm BBC Enterprises and the ITV contractor Thames 
Television, although before the launch the American cable operator Cox_ 

Enterprises stepped in and took a majority share, 65 percent, in exchange for 
underwriting the costs of launching the channel. 


UK Gold launched on 1 November 1992, showing reruns of 'classic' archive 
programming from the archives of the BBC and Thames Television. In a sense, UK Gold 
succeeded British Satellite Broadcasting's Galaxy channel that had originally held these 
rights from the BBC. 


Later on, United Artists Holding Europe stepped in as part owner, and that ownership 
eventually became a part of Flextech, which was controlled by the US cable 

company Tele-Communications Inc. (TCI). In 1993, Flextech gained its first stake in the 
station after acquiring TCl's TV interests in Europe.” In 1996, it started discussions 
about increasing its stake to gain full control; at that point Flextech held 27% with Cox 
(38%), BBC (20%) and Pearson (15%). By the Autumn, Flextech held 80% of UK Gold. 
41 Flextech's main reason for increasing its stake in UK Gold was in partitioner of new 
talks with the BBC. 


The launch of the UKTV network (1997) [edit] 


During 1996, Flextech and the BBC held talks about a partnership to launch a new 
range of channels under the name UKTV. BSkyB tried to compete against Flextech for 
the right to develop the BBC channels, but the BBC were against inviting BSkyB to 
participate in the pay-TV venture. It is understood that BSkyB would have sought a 
significant share in the planned channels, in exchange for agreeing to offer them to its 
3.8 million direct-to-home satellite subscribers. It was believed at the time that if Sky 
intentions were spurned, BSkyB could have elected to develop competing channels in 
advance of the Flextech-BBC launch, particularly arts and documentaries, as a spoiling 
tactic. 


The deal between Flextech and BBC was completed and signed in March 1997. Initially 
it was assumed that the new channels would be BBC-branded: BBC Showcase, for 
entertainment; BBC Horizon, for documentaries; BBC Style, for lifestyle; BBC Learning, 
for schools, and BBC Arena, for the arts, plus three other channels including BBC Catch- 
Up, for repeats of popular programmes within days of their original transmission, a 
dedicated BBC Sport channel, and a TV version of Radio 1.“ Flextech wanted these 
channels to carry advertisements, but the BBC argued that BBC-branded services in the 
UK should not carry advertising, as the BBC's domestic TV channels are non-commercial 
publicly funded in the UK by a mandatory licence fee. The BBC thought that this would 
undermine the rationale of the licence fee in the UK. 


A compromise was reached; BBC Showcase and BBC Learning, renamed BBC 

Choice and BBC Knowledge respectively before launch, would go ahead as BBC 
channels without commercials, while the deal with Flextech was passed to BBC 
Worldwide with a control split 50/50, thus allowing the remaining channels to carry 
advertisements. The 'UK' prefix was chosen for these new channels to capitalise on the 
success of UK Gold, as the brand by then had become a household name. The 'UKTV' 


network launched on 1 November 1997 with three new channels; arts channel 'UK_ 
Arena’, lifestyle channel 'UK Style’ and documentary channel 'UK Horizons’. UK Gold 
retained its name but received a new look in line with the rest of the network. Although 
the new network didn't use the BBC name and logo, its graphics and branding was in 
other aspects similar to the ones used by the BBC channels. The new graphics for the 
BBC and UKTV were both designed by the same company, Lambie-Nairn. Shortly before 
launch, it was decided the channel UK Living also owned by Flextech was to be renamed 
Living, instead of becoming part of the new UKTV network due to the similarity in 
programming between the channel and UK Style. On the same date, UK Gold celebrated 
its 5th anniversary. 


Digital expansion (1998-2007) [edit] 
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This chart shows how the channels have developed over the years. 


With the launch of digital television in the UK brought about by Sky 
Digital and ONdigital in 1998, two new channels were launched to broadcast on the new 


platforms: 'UK Gold Classics', a sister channel to UK Gold showing older shows 
previously shown on UK Gold, and 'UK Play', a new comedy and music channel. 


UK Gold Classics was short lived however, and relaunched as UK Gold 2 in April 1999. 
The new channel time-shifted the morning schedule of UK Gold from 7 pm for those who 
could not watch it at the original time. Popular at first, it dwindled in ratings after a few 
yea rs . [citation needed] 


To boost its popularity, UK Play was renamed Play UK and given a new look and new 
style of logo in November 2000, which the rest of the UKTV channels would adopt the 
following July. In November 2001, UK Style's food programming was moved to a new 
channel named 'UK Food’. 


The rebranding of Play UK failed to make the channel more popular, and on 30 
September 2002 it was shut down. October saw the launch of the new free to view 
digital terrestrial platform Freeview replacing ITV Digital, and with it the new history 
channel 'UK History', which was included in Freeview's license to operate the platform. 
UK History took many of the history-related programming from UK Horizons. In January 
2003, UKTV launched a lifestyle channel for Freeview called UK Bright Ideas. However 
UK Bright Ideas was not created for the same reasons as UK Food and UK History to 
allow other UKTV channels to have more time to schedule other programming, but 
instead showed a mix of programming from UK Style and UK Food (and later UKTV 
Gardens) for Freeview viewers, in order to promote the lifestyle UKTV channels available 
on pay platforms. 


UK Gold 2 was relaunched with a completely new schedule and style as UKG? on 12 
November 2003, taking on some output similar to what used to be on Play UK before its 
closure, initially broadcasting from 8 pm each night before later expanding to daytime. 


On 8 March 2004, the network carried out a major rebranding scheme where all of the 
UKTV channels changed their prefixes from UK to UKTV. UK Horizons was split into two 
channels - UKTV Documentary and UKTV People. 


In 2005, the last new channel under the UKTV branding was launched, 'UKTV Style 
Gardens’, later renamed in 2007 to 'UKTV Gardens’. Like UK Food, it allowed UK Style to 
focus more on its more home-oriented programming. 


Network rebrand(edit] 


UKTV logo from 2009 to 2013, not seen on screen like the previous and successor logos. 


In 2007, UKTV G2 was renamed 'Dave' and began broadcasting on Freeview, replacing 
UKTV Bright Ideas, seen as an experiment in branding for the network. The name is said 
to be originated from the fact that "everyone knows a bloke called Dave", and that the 
name seems appropriate for a male-orientated channel. 


On 11 June 2008, UKTV announced that it was beginning the process of rebranding its 
channels from generic, UKTV-prefixed names to individual and separate brands, after 
the successful launch of Dave. 222 


The first stage of this rebranding began on 7 October 2008, when UKTV Gold was 
renamed G.O.L.D. (now Gold) and dropped its mixed entertainment schedule for pure 
comedy programming. UKTV Drama became the crime drama channel Alibi, and a new 


general entertainment channel called Watch (now W) was launched. It was with this 
rebrand that non-crime drama (such as Doctor Who and Jonathan Creek) was 
transferred to Watch. G.O.L.D. was on one level a continuation of the Gold name used 
since the channel's creation, but the letters also made up the channels new slogan: 'Go 
On Laugh Daily’. 


2009 saw the rebranding of all of the remaining channels beginning in January with 
UKTV Documentary's rebrand to Eden, the name reflecting the nature programmes 
premiering on the channel. This was followed in February with UKTV People 

becoming Blighty, the new channel containing programming of the lives of the British 
population and the quirks of British society, and therefore explaining the slang name for 
Britain as the channel name. In March, UKTV History was rebranded as Yesterday, 
reflecting the channel's history-themed programming. 


This was closely followed in April by the re-brand of UKTV Style to Home, the new 
channel retaining the previous DIY shows and home makeovers and also including the 
programming from UKTV Gardens; however, this programming would follow a few 
weeks later in May, when UKTV Gardens was closed. Its channel slot was taken 

by Really, a new female and reality channel, similar to Virgin Media's then 

named Living. 


The final channel to be rebranded was UKTV Food, on 22 June 2009 as Good Food, to tie 
in with the BBC magazine of the same name. In June 2009 a final minor tweak to these 
new brands occurred when, for promotional purposes, trailers began to use the same 
style and all channels began to use a circle-shaped variation of their logo to show that 
they were part of one network, making cross-channel promotion easier than previously. 


On 14 June 2011, UKTV announced it would be launching Really on Freeview channel 20 
on 2 August 2011.24 This resulted in the timeshift channel Dave ja vu broadcasting 
reduced hours of 02:00-04:00 on Freeview only to keep the EPG number available for 
future use. Really was the third of UKTV's ten brands to launch on Freeview. 


Scripps Networks Interactive acquisition/edit] 


Virgin Media were in talks, with a number of interested parties, to sell its 50% stake in 
UKTV. Bidders included Scripps Networks Interactive (a spin-off of the E. W. Scripps 
Company's cable television networks and online assets), Discovery 

Communications, ITV plc, and Channel 4. Channel 4 was the least interested party, and 
Discovery had made offers that had been rejected. BSkyB was also said to be 
interested. BSkyB have worked with BBC Worldwide before, as BBC Worldwide hold 
distribution rights to many of Sky's original commissions. BBC Worldwide held first 
refusal rights and could exercise control over who bought the stake. 


On 15 August 2011, Virgin Media agreed to sell its 50% stake UKTV to Scripps Networks 
Interactive in a deal worth £339m. Scripps paid £239m in cash, and about £100m to 
acquire the outstanding preferred stock and debt owed by UKTV to Virgin Media." 

431 Completion of the transaction was contingent on regulatory approvals 

in Ireland and Jersey, which was received on 3 October 2011." Related to the 
transaction, Scripps Networks Interactive and BBC Worldwide are negotiating an 
agreement whereby, after completion, BBC Worldwide would have the option, via a 
combination of cash and a package of digital rights for UKTV, to increase its 
shareholding from 50 percent to a maximum of 60 percent. Scripps Networks 
Interactive's existing voting rights and Board representation would be unaffected by this 
proposed arrangement, which would be subject to BBC Executive and BBC Trust 
approvals. 


BT Vision deal[edit] 


On 22 March 2012, it was announced that BT Vision would offer UKTV original content 
on-demand from later in the day.2= As part of the deal, UKTV started streaming linear 
channels to BT Vision set-top boxes in late 2012. The first three 

were Watch, Gold and Alibi and it intended to add further channels such as Good Food, 
Eden and Home.“# Dave, Really and Yesterday were not expected to be included as 
they are already on Freeview, which is available through BT's hybrid IPTV/Freeview set- 
top boxes. 


Corporate rebrand, 2013 (cdit] 


UKTV announced on 18 March 2013 that it will reintroduce its company brand in 
celebration of its 21st year.27 The UKTV logo re-design went live across the identities of 
their channel network and programmes on Tuesday, 26 March 2013 for its 21st 
birthday. 


Dispute with Virgin Media[edit] 


For almost three weeks in summer 2018, the UKTV channels were absent from Virgin 
Media. On 20 July 2018, it was announced that Virgin Media would stop broadcasting all 
of the UKTV channels from 22 July, amid a dispute over fees2# and the lack of on- 
demand content from the BBC.» The companies were not able to agree terms”! and the 
channels ceased to be available at just after midnight on 22 July 2018.2 The channels 
returned to Virgin Media on 11 August 2018.22 


Sale of entertainment chan(edit] 


On 1 April 2019, Discovery Inc. (formerly Discovery Communications, which had 
acquired Scripps Networks Interactive in 2018) announced that BBC Studios would 
acquire its stakes in the seven entertainment-based UKTV channels for £173 million, 
and the BBC's stakes in the remaining channels Good Food, Home, and Really. The sale 
came as part of a larger agreement between the two companies for international 
streaming rights to the BBC's natural history programming.” The sale closed 11 June 
2019.24 


Commercials on UKTV channels[edit] 


In 2003, UKTV announced plans of an experiment which examined the effect of different 
break patterns on advertising. UKTV teamed up with a number of advertisers to 
measure the effect of reductions in advertising spots, programme trailers and the 
number of breaks overall.(251251 


In February 2004, UKTV reduced the length of its ad breaks in a bid to retain viewers 
and attract advertisers after results of its research show that shorter breaks produce 
higher advertising recall levels. From 8 March, Its junctions were limited to a maximum 
of five minutes, with three-and-a-half minutes of commercial plus one-and-a-half 
minutes of promotional material, instead of a standard seven-and-a-half minutes. ! 


needed] 


UKTV's move was similar to a solution suggested by PHD executive strategy director 
Louise Jones at 2003 Marketing Week TV United Conference, with a view to cleaning up 
breaks. Her proposal was for broadcasters to reduce spots by 20 percent and to charge 
a corresponding price increase for them; the theory being clients would not have to 
boost their media spending, thus improving UKTV hopes a reduction in the length of 


break junctions would help it to keep viewers and provide advertisers with improved 


cut-through.24 
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UKTV's channels are available via satellite and cable in Ireland and the United Kingdom. 
In the UK, on digital terrestrial television, Yesterday, Dave and Drama are available on 
the Freeview platform, and selected parts of Gold, Home and Good Food were available 
through the now defunct Top Up TV service. The logo on the UKTV branded channels 
has also now been replaced by a new design, shown on the right. 


W (formerly Watch) is currently the flagship channel operated by the network. It is a 
general entertainment channel that launched on 7 October 2008. From launch until 
2010, the channel's mascot was Blinky the eyeball, who was seen on the idents, logo, 
and website. A 2012 rebrand saw smoke, hairballs, crystals and liquid flying out of the 
logo. 


Gold is the comedy channel operated by the network. UK Gold launched on 1 November 
1992 as a joint venture between Thames Television and the BBC to show reruns of their 
classics archive programming. The output of the channel is mainly British comedy 
programmes and sometimes feature-length films. These are a combination of internally 
produced shows and repeats of shows from the BBC and ITV archives. In recent years, 
original programmes have aired on the channel and the US version of Dancing with the 
Stars has had its first UK airing on the channel. It was rebranded to G.O.L.D. in October 
2008 as a comedy channel, with the name becoming simply Gold in 2010. 


Eden and Eden +1 (formerly UKTV Documentary and +1) was launched on 8 March 
2004, and focuses on documentaries such as Planet Earth. It is on Sky and YouView, but 
not Freeview or Freesat. Its slogan is One amazing world, one amazing channel, and the 
logo is swirled in a circle. A rebrand occurred on 26 January 2009. 


Dave was launched on 15 October 2007, and the first without the UKTV or any UK 
branding. Until September 2007 it was known as UKTV G2.22 UKTV said the name of the 


channel was chosen because "everyone knows a bloke called Dave".22 The rebrand 
included the channel being available free-to-air on Freeview, replacing UKTV Bright 
Ideas which only averaged a 0.1% audience share. The move to Freeview saw Dave 
launch in the bandwidth previously used by Yesterday (previously known as UKTV 
History) which now uses the time limited (07:00-18:00) bandwidth once occupied 

by UKTV Bright Ideas. Dave is available daily from 7 am to 3 am on all platforms. It calls 
itself "the home of witty banter" and now uses Ralph Ineson and Phill Jupitus as 
announcers. 


Alibi is another channel operated by UKTV. Its main focus is on showing crime dramas, 
mainly from the BBC and ITV archives. Originally launched as UK Arena on 1 November 
1997, as an arts channel, it was renamed UK Drama in 2000 and so shifted its focus on 
dramas due to low ratings. On 2 May 2006, a new timeshift service called UKTV Drama 
+1 was launched, to replace UKTV People's timeshift channel. It was renamed Alibi in 
October 2008 and is now fully focused on crime dramas. The channel is available on 
Sky, Virgin Media and YouView. 


Yesterday is a history channel. Previously known as UKTV History until 2 March 2009, it 
launched on 30 October 2002, to coincide with the launch of Freeview. Yesterday's main 
focus is on programmes with historical topics and biographies, nature and wildlife, and 
some historical fiction, often from the BBC archives. Hours on Freeview had previously 
been cut when Dave launched, with transmissions finishing at 18:00, but were restored 
on 1 June 2010. 


Drama launched on 8 July 2013 and is positioned as a home for British dramas from the 
last 40 years.24 The channel became the fourth UKTV channel to launch on Freeview, 
after Yesterday, Dave and Really. 


October 2013 saw catch-up services for Watch, Gold Dave and Alibi appear on Sky Go, 
821 all UKTV channels launching on Eircom's eVision TV service and Gold launching on 
Now TV. The following month all channels appeared on Virgin TV Anywhere.22! 


UKTV Play(edit] 
Main article: UKTV Play 


In June 2014 UKTV launched its first digital-only brand, a catch-up service, UKTV Play. 
Launching on iOS in August,! on PC, YouView and Virgin Media in November, 

851 ọn Android devices in February 201522 and on Freesat in September 2018.24 The 
interactive service features content from the channels Dave, Yesterday, Really and 
Drama. 
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UKTV has also had many former channels which have been replaced by others. UKTV 
G2 was replaced on all platforms except Freeview by Dave, which still carries all the 
same programming on 15 October 2007.22 Originally named UK Gold Classics, it was 
launched when UK Gold began to move towards newer programmes instead of older 
ones. From 2 April 1999, it was renamed to UK Gold 2, and screened morning 
programmes from UK Gold time-shifted to the evening of the same day. It was again 
relaunched with a completely new programme line-up and renamed UKG2 on 12 
November 2003. Along with the rest of the UKTV network, the "UK" prefix was changed 
to "UKTV" on 8 March 2004 and therefore the channel name changed to UKTV G2. The 
output of the channel was mainly comedy from the BBC with some shows produced in 
house. A fair amount is similar to the comedy output of Play UK before that channel's 
closure. UKTV Gardens closed down in May 2009, in favour of Really. 


Another channel, UK Arena, closed on 31 March 2000 due to insufficient ratings, 
relaunched - originally with the same graphics - as UK Drama. As said before initial 
ratings were disappointing and it was decided to relaunch the channel as UK Drama, 
with a focus on showing dramas rather than general arts programme. Along with the 
rest of the network, the "UK" prefix was changed to "UKTV" on 8 March 2004. The 
channel's main focus was on arts programming. 


Play UK, another UKTV channel closed in 2002 due to low ratings after the closure of ITV 
Digital which a substantial amount of its viewers came from. The channel was launched 
on 10 October 1998 and was aimed at playing, for most of the time, music in the 
morning and afternoon while broadcasting comedy in the evening. It broadcast all day 
on the digital platforms but on the Sky Analogue platform (on the Astra 

19.2°E satellites), it also broadcast between 1 am and 7 am when UK Horizons wasn't 
broadcasting. It closed for a number of reasons spanning from the closure of ITV Digital 
to how it could not compete with MTV. Play UK's comedy programming was moved to 
UKTV Gold. UK Gold 2, formerly UK Gold Classics, closed in 2003 became UKG2 and 
later UKTV G2 and then Dave. 


UK Horizons closed in 2004 to create UKTV People and UKTV Documentary. The channel 
was mainly based on showing BBC documentaries and other factual programmes. Most 
programmes were abridged for commercial timing purposes. It took its name from 

the BBC series Horizon, which formed a staple of its output in the early years. It was 
launched on 1 November 1997 along with UK Arena and UK Style. It also produced 
extended versions of top BBC brands such as Top Gear and Tomorrow's World. The 


launch editor was Bryher Scudamore and the deputy editor Eddie Tulasiewicz. UKTV 
People +1 closed in 2006 to create UKTV Drama +1. 


UKTV Bright Ideas closed in 2007 on all platforms for the relaunch of UKTV G2 as Dave 
going onto Freeview. Previously known as UK Bright Ideas and originally UK HomeStyle 
the channel broadcast a variety of programmes, often originally aired on UKTV 

Style, UKTV Food and UKTV Gardens, and are thus mainly cookery, DIY and gardening. 
However, in January 2005, it began showing programmes branded by UKTV Sport, 
presumably to increase potential audience figures by extending the programme 

to Freeview viewers. Bright Ideas was launched on 15 January 2003 initially for 

the Freeview digital terrestrial television platform, but later expanded. In September 
2007 UKTV announced that UKTV Bright Ideas would be replaced on Freeview by UKTV 
G2, renamed Dave, as of 15 October 2007 due to low viewing figures of around 0.1% of 
the audience share.22 It ceased broadcasting on all platforms on 14 October 2007 at 

6 pm. 


Also note that there was a channel called UK Living that was originally affiliated with the 
UK Gold but did not become part of the UKTV network, instead transferring to Flextech 
to be operated as a wholly owned company, and it changed its name to LivingTV before 
the UKTV network launched. Also, an analogue teletext service known as GoldText was 
available on UK Gold, but has since closed down. 


Blighty closed on all platforms on 5 July 2013, three days ahead of the launch of Drama. 
The channel originally launched as UKTV People on 8 March 2004, replacing UK_ 
Horizons, which closed the day before. The output of Blighty was some factual 
programming of a lighter nature, such as Top Gear and docusoaps like Airport, and from 
February 2009, "British" shows like "My Brilliant Britain". However, the majority of the 
channel's programming was abridged by the BBC for commercial timing purposes, a 
policy that some critics consider hypocritical. The channel was available on Sky and 
Virgin Media. However, it was not available on Freeview, despite the majority of the 
programmes being made by the BBC. 


Good Food closed on all platforms on 12 September 2019 after merging its 
programming with Food Network following the channel's takeover by Discovery Inc, 
which was originally a 50/50 joint venture between the company and BBC Studios. Good 
Food broadcast a range of food and cookery programmes, similar to that of the content 
of BBC Worldwide's BBC Food service. Initially most of the channel's output was aired on 
Home. The Good Food website originally devised and launched by lan Fenn and Ally 
Branley provides a number of services including information on programmes shown on 
the channel, recipes, message boards, and a wine club. Recipes come from the various 
shows on Good Food and some include videos taken from the demonstrations. In 
September 2006 Good Food's website overtook the BBC Food site in popularity for the 
first time, achieving a 10% market share, against the 9.63% the BBC Food site dropped 
to, having held the top spot since it began. It was named "Good Food Channel" on the 
UKTV website due to the fact that there is a magazine named Good Food. Since been 
taken over by Discovery. On 12 September 2019, Good Food closed and all its 
programmes were moved to sister channel Food Network. 


Home was launched as UK Style on 1 November 1997 with the main output focused on 
home improvement, DIY and gardening programmes that are a combination of 
internally produced shows and repeats of shows mainly from the BBC archive. Before 
the launch of Good Food (then known as UKTV Food), it also showed many cookery 
programmes, these were later moved to Good Food. On 1 March 2016, it 

joined Freeview. Since been taken over by Discovery. In June 2019, Discovery 
announced that Home would be replaced by a local version of HGTV.22 


Really launched on 19 May 2009. The channel focuses entirely on reality and lifestyle 
shows, which were previously broadcast on UKTV Style (now Home). In February 2005, 
UKTV Style Gardens was launched moving all gardening content from UKTV Style to the 
new channel. In early 2007 it adopted the name UKTV Gardens. It was later replaced by 
Really. It is available on Freeview, Sky, Freesat and Virgin Media. The Idents are a pop 
art comic design, with 4 idents, Changing Room, Cafe, Surgeon and Park Bench. The 
channel does not have a timeshift. Since been taken over by Discovery. 


Operating names[edit] 


This section needs to be updated. Please update this article to 
Co reflect recent events or newly available information. (December 
2018) 


In the production logo screen at the end of UKTV's original commissions, for the 
channels Watch, Gold and Dave the name UK Gold Services Ltd. is used instead of 
UKTV, as all 3 channels spawned from the original UK Gold channel. For the remaining 


New Ventures Ltd. is used instead of UKTV. 


HD channels[edit] 


UKTV launched its first HD channel; Good Food HD on 31 August 2010. The channel was 
originally available exclusively on Sky channel 283. 


A second HD channel; Eden HD launched on 4 October on Sky channel 559.4% Both 
channels are high-definition simulcasts of their standard definition counterparts. 


UKTV announced on 29 July 2011 that they would be launching three new HD 
channels, Dave HD and Watch HD (now known as W HD) launched in October 2011, 
and Alibi HD launched in July 2012.“ 


As part of Virgin Media's deal to sell its share of UKTV, all five of UKTV's HD channels 
were also added to Virgin's cable television service by 2012.22. Eden HD and Good Food 
HD were added on 7 October 2011, followed by Dave HD on 10 October and Watch HD 
on 12 October.“ 


On 2 October 2017, UKTV launched Gold HD, replacing Eden HD on Sky. 


Awards and nominations[edit] 


Nominee(s 


) Result 


Year Association Category 


2017 | Diversity in Media Awards | Broadcaster of the Year | UKTV Nominated 


See also[edit] 


e UKTV Car of the Year 2007 
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This is a timeline of UKTV, a television company that broadcasts seven television 
channels in the UK. 


1990s[edit] 


e 1991 
o 16 October - Thames Television loses its ITV franchise. 


e 1992 
o 1 November - UK Gold launches. The channel shows archive programming from 
the BBC and Thames Television archives. 


1993 

o Tele-Communications Inc. takes a stake in UK Gold. 

o 1 September - Sky Multichannels launches, resulting in UK Gold becoming a pay 
channel. 

o Flextech purchases TCl’s stake in UK Gold. 


1994 
o January - TCI acquires a 60.4% stake in Flextech. This gives the company a 
25% stake in UK Gold. 


1995 
o No events. 


1996 

o Flextech and the BBC hold talks about a partnership to launch a new range of 
channels. Rival company BSkyB also holds talks with the Corporation but the 
BBC is against BSkyB involvement. 


1997 

o March - The BBC and Flextech agree a deal to launch a series of BBC-branded 
channels - BBC Showcase, for entertainment; BBC Horizon, for documentaries; 
BBC Style, for lifestyle; BBC Learning, for schools, and BBC Arena, for the arts - 
plus three other channels: BBC Catch-Up, for repeats of popular programmes 
within days of their original transmission, a dedicated BBC Sport channel and a 
TV version of Radio 1.2 

o 1November - UK Horizons, UK Style and UK Arena launch. However they are 
only available full-time on cable as on the Astra satellite they share a single 
transponder and each channel broadcasting at certain times of the day. The 
channels use the ‘UK’ prefix because Flextech wanted these channels to carry 
adverts but the BBC did not. BBC Showcase/Catch-Up and BBC Learning are 
removed from the venture, and launch the following year as BBC 
Choice and BBC Knowledge respectively. 


1998 

o 1 October - Sky Digital launches, allowing all four channels to broadcast full- 
time, and UKTV sets up an additional spin-off channel for the platform - UK Gold 
Classics. UK Gold had recently moved towards showing newer programmes so 
the new channel was used to broadcast the older programming which been 
displaced from the main channel. The channel is a part-time service, 
broadcasting from Friday to Sunday between 6.00 pm to 2.00 am. 

o 10 October - UK Play launches as a music and comedy channel. This channel is 
the proposed TV version of Radio 1 but in the end there it has no tie-up with 
Radio 1. 

o 15 November - Digital terrestrial service OnDigital launches and UK Play, UK 
Gold, UK Horizons and UK Style are carried on the platform although Horizons 
and Style share a single channel slot. UKTV is later given an additional slot, 
allowing Horizons and Style to broadcast full-time. 


1999 


o April - UK Gold Classics is renamed UK Gold 2. It operates as a time shift service 
of UK Gold by broadcasting the channel's daytime output during the evening. 


2000s[edit] 


e 2000 
o 30 March - UK Arena closes and is replaced by UK Drama. 
o November - UK Play is renamed Play UK. 


e 2001 
o 5 November - UK Food launches. Consequently, UK Style focusses on 
programming to do with the home. 


e 2002 
o 1 May - ITV Digital stops broadcasting, resulting in UKTV's channels disappearing 
from terrestrial television. 
o 30 September - Play UK closes due to low ratings following the closure of ITV 
Digital. 
o 30 October - Freeview launches and UKTV launches UK History for the new 
terrestrial platform. 


e 2003 
o 15 January - UK Bright Ideas launches as a lifestyle channel for Freeview. The 
channel shows content from UK Style and UK Food (and later UKTV Gardens) and 
is used as a Showcase for the channels on pay-tv platforms. 
o 12 November - UK Gold 2 is renamed UK G2. It broadcasts its own schedule and 
is no longer a time shift of UK Gold. 


e 2004 

o 8 March - 
= The UKTV prefix is added to all channels, e.g. UK Gold becomes UKTV Gold. 
= UKTV People launches. 
= UKTV Documentary replaces UK Horizons. 

o March - A new digital terrestrial pay service, Top Up TV, launches and three of 
UKTV's channels - UK Gold, UK Style and UK Food - form part of the service of 
ten channels, each broadcasting on a part-time basis. 

o November - UKTV launches its first +1 channel - for UKG2. 


e 2005 
o 23 February - UKTV Style Gardens launches as a gardening spin-off from UKTV 
Style. 
e 2006 


o No events. 


e 2007 
o UKTV Style Gardens is renamed UKTV Gardens. 
o 15 October - Dave launches as "the home of witty banter". It replaces UKTV G2. 
m The channel also launches on Freeview, replacing UKTV Bright Ideas. It also 


launches with a +1 channel. The channel is available from day one on Freeview, 
replacing UKTV Bright Ideas which closes down to make way for Dave. 


e 2008 
o 11 June - UKTV announces that, following the successful launch of Dave, it will 
rebrand all of its channels from generic, UKTV-prefixed names to individual and 
separate brands.2 
o 7 October - 
= Watch launches as UKTV’s flagship entertainment channel. It replaces UKTV 
Bright Ideas." 
=" Alibi launches as a crime drama channel, replacing UKTV Drama. 
= UKTV Gold becomes a comedy-only channel but retains the GOLD branding 
which officially stands for Go On Laugh Daily. 


e 2009 

o 26 January - Eden launches as a natural history channel, replacing UKTV 
Documentary. 

o 17 February - Blighty replaces UKTV People.24 

2 March - UKTV History is renamed Yesterday. 

o 30 April - UKTV Style is renamed Home and the channel once again incorporates 
gardening programming.“ 

o 19 May - Really launches as a female-orientated lifestyle channel. It replaces 


UKTV Gardens."2, UKTV Gardens is closed to make way for the new channel and 
its content moves to Home. 


o 22 June - UK Food is renamed Good Food.“ 


2010s[edit] 


(e) 


e 2010 
o 31 August - UKTV launches its first high definition channel - Good Food HD." 
o 4 October - UKTV launches its second HD channel - for Eden. 


e 2011 
o 2 August - Really launches on Freeview." 
o 15 August - Virgin Media agrees to sell its 50% stake in UKTV to Scripps 
Networks Interactive in a deal worth £339m.22 
o October - High definition versions of Dave and Watch launch. 


e 2012 
o 3 July - Alibi HD launches. 


e 2013 


o 8 July - Drama launches, replacing Blighty. The channel also launches on free-to- 
air platform Freeview. However it does not launch on Virgin Media until 14 
August. 


e 2014 
o 4 August - UKTV launches its video on demand service UKTV Play.24 


e 2015 
o No events. 


e 2016 
o 6 January - UKTV announces that Dave will show its first live sporting event - 
a boxing match between David Haye and Mark de Mori at the O2 Arena on 16 
January 2016.42 Later in the year Dave broadcasts the 2016 BDO World 
Trophy darts tournament and cricket's Caribbean Premier League. 
o 15 January - UKTV signs a deal with the BBC to provide a same-day repeat 


of EastEnders. The deal will also see the return of the weekend omnibus edition. 
[19] 


o 15 February - Watch is renamed W. 
o 1 March - Home becomes UKTV’s fifth channel to launch on Freeview.22 


e 2017 
o 2 October - Gold HD launches. 


e 2018 
o 22 July - The UKTV channels stop broadcasting on Virgin Media following a 
breakdown of discussions in which Virgin Media had demanded a huge drop in 
the amount of money it pays UKTV for its channels due to the lack of UKTV’s 
ability to offer on-demand BBC programming. The dispute receives 
considerable media attention.22 
o 11 August - The UKTV channels return to Virgin Media.22 


e 2019 
o 1 April - Discovery Inc. announces that it will acquire BBC Studios’ stakes 
in Good Food, Home and Really, while BBC Studios will acquire Discovery's 
stakes in the seven remaining UKTV networks for £173 million.2%. 
o 1ljune- 
= Discovery Inc. takes full control of Good Food, Home and Really. 
=" BBC Studios takes full control of UKTV and of its remaining seven channels. 22 
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For the former television channel, see Play UK. 


UKTV Play 


Play 


Original UKTV 


author(s) 


Developer(s) UKTV 


Initial release 4 August 2014; 5 years ago 


Operating Windows, OS X 

system 

Platform iOS, Android, YouView, Virgin 
Media, Now TV 


Available in English 


Website uktvplay.uktv.co.uk 


UKTV Play is a video on demand service owned by UKTV, launched in August 2014. 
The service offers catch-up programming from UKTV's free-to-air channels 
including Dave, Drama and Yesterday.” 


UKTV Play was first announced in June 2014 as UKTV's first digital-only brand.” The 
service first launched on iOS in August, on PC, YouView and Virgin Media in 

November! and on Android in February 2015. In addition, it launched on Freeview 

Play in August 2016", on Roku and Now TV in February 2018, Freesat and Samsung TV 
2015/16/17/18 models in September 2018” 
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2007" - news = newspapers « books = scholar " JSTOR (November 
2007) (Learn how and when to remove this template message) 


UKTV Car of the Year 2007 is a television program broadcast on Dave on 18 
November 2007. It was presented by Andy Goldstein, who was assisted by experts Jason 
Plato and Louise Brady. Also there were motoring journalists Nick Biggs, Mike 
Rutherford & Alastair Weaver. 


The vote was compiled on the channel's interactive service and its website. The 
journalists compiled a shortlist of 50 cars, which the voters narrowed down to 15. The 5 
categories were: Luxury, Sports, Supermini, 4x4 & Family. 


Results[edit] 


There were 3 cars in each of the 5 categories and the winner of each is in bold. 


e Luxury: Bentley Continental GT, Audi S8, Maserati Quattroporte 

e Sports: Aston Martin V8 Vantage, Audi R8, Mercedes-Benz SLR McLaren 
e Supermini: Mini Cooper, Suzuki Swift Sport, Vauxhall Corsa 

e 4x4: Audi Q7, Land Rover Defender, Land Rover Freelander 

e Family: Ford S-MAX, Mercedes-Benz C-Class, Ford Mondeo 

e Overall Winner: Audi R8 (by around 100 votes from the Ford Mondeo) 


Alibi (TV channel) 
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"“UKTV Drama" redirects here. For the current channel, see Drama (UK TV channel). 


Alibi 


Launched 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Slogan 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Formerly called 


Sister channel(s) 


1 November 1997 


UKTV 
(BBC Studios) 


1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 
the SDTV feed) 


0.27% 
0.04% (+1) (June 2019, BARB) 


"The home of crime drama" 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


English 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


UK Arena (1997-2000) 


UK Drama (2000-2004) 


UKTV Drama (2004-2008) 


Dave 


Drama 


Eden 
Gold 


W 
Yesterday 


Timeshift service Alibi +1 


Website alibi.uktv.co.uk 
Availability 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 132 (SD/HD) 


Channel 232 (+1) 
Channel 826 (SD) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 126 


Channel 191 (+1) 
Channel 226 (HD) 


Virgin Media Channel 151 
Ireland 

IPTV 
TalkTalk TV Channel 312 
BT TV Channel 312 


Channel 382 (HD) 


Plusnet TV Channel 312 
Channel 382 (HD) 


Eir Vision Channel 132 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 
Virgin TV Go Watch live (UK only) 
TalkTalk TV Watch live (UK only) 
BT TV Watch live (UK only) 
TvPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


Alibi (stylised as allbi) is a British pay television channel that was launched on 1 
November 1997 as UK Arena, then being renamed to UK Drama in 2000, then to UKTV 
Drama in 2004, and finally rebranded to its current name on 7 October 2008. 


History[edit] 


The channel originally launched as part of the new four channel UKTV network on 1 
November 1997. The channel, originally named UK Arena, focused on arts 
programming and was named after the BBC's flagship arts programme Arena (The BBC, 
through BBC Worldwide, owning half of UKTV and therefore half the channel). However, 
following disappointing original ratings, the channel's focus was broadened to include all 
drama series, and was renamed UK Drama as a result on 31 March 2000. The service 
lasted, with greater viewing figures until 8 March 2004 when, along with the rest of the 
UKTV network, rebranded as UKTV Drama to better show the central UKTV brand. 


Following the successful relaunch and rebranding of the channel UKTV G2 as Dave on 
15 October 2007, the remainder of the UKTV network underwent the same treatment 
since UKTV's announcement of 11 June 2008. UKTV Drama was rebranded as Alibi on 7 
October 2008, and the channel's programming output was redirected from all dramas, 
to specifically crime dramas.“ All non-crime dramas were either transferred to the 
rebranded Gold channel, or to the newly created flagship channel Watch. 


Subsidiary channels[edit] 
Alibi +1 [edit] 


The time shift service Alibi +1 was originally launched on 2 May 2006 as UKTV Drama 
+1, using the frequency previously occupied by UKTV People +1. It features the 
channels schedule broadcast an hour later, with no special idents or continuity used. 


Alibi HD[edit] 


On 29 July 2011, UKTV announced that it had secured a deal with BSkyB to launch three 
more high-definition channels on Sky.® As part of Virgin Media's deal to sell its share of 


UKTV, all five of UKTV's HD channels would also be added to Virgin's cable television 
service by 2012.“ Alibi HD launched on 3 July 2012 on Sky and Virgin Media, 

while Dave HD and Watch HD launched in October 2011. All three channels are 

HD simulcasts of the standard-definition channels. 


On-air identity[edit] 


Alibi logo used 2008 to 2015 


When the channel launched on 1 November 1997, the idents featured a star shape, 
usually inside a circle, with the UK Arena logo below. The logo, like that of all the UKTV 
channels until 2001, featured a single straight line logo with the UK prefix in a white box 
and the channel name typed in Gill Sans above a line extending out from the box. When 
the channel rebranded to UK Drama on 31 March 2000, the idents remained the same, 
with a change of the colours and the logo the only noticeable differences. 


A new design introduced on 7 May 2001 resulted in the UK Drama logo standing alone 
at the bottom of the screen in a bold text, stylised to appear as: "" Drama". On the end 
of the logo, a small design was included. One was assigned to each channel, with the 
exception of UK Gold and UK Gold 2, to identify what the channel broadcast. In the case 
of UK Drama, it was a bold, eight pointed star within a circle. The idents themselves 
were replaced by three men beating drums with water on the surface with each 
drummer bathed in a particular colour light: red, blue and green. A subsequent name 
change to UKTV Drama saw the logo with an uppercase 'DRAMA' below a UKTV logo 
which was aligned to the left of the screen, a predominantly purple colour scheme, and 
idents used from 2005 to 2008 that featured a giant glass appearing 'D'. 


Following the rebrand to Alibi on 7 October 2008, the channel's idents were all 
accompanied by the alibi logo, seen with interchangeable colours of white, black and 
red, and featured words associated with crime and murder arranged into different 
shapes; the outline of a dead body, a gunshot shattering a pane of glass, the dials of a 
safe, and the beam from a torch illuminating the words. 


On 1 July 2015, Alibi had its first rebrand for seven years, with a slight change to the 
overall look and feel. The channel's red identity was made slightly darker while the logo 
stayed circular with white font, no dot over the first "i" and a black dot over the second. 
New idents feature crime scenes with the camera following red string that joins the 
clues together before resolving into the new logo. 


Programming[edit] 


The output of the channel is combination of drama series and serials comprising first- 
run exclusive and second run shows from the United States and Canada, together with 
second run showings of shows from the BBC and ITV. 


Current(edit] 


e Castle (US import from ABC) 

e The Closer (US import from TNT) 

e Criminal Minds: Suspect Behaviour (US import from CBS) 

e Crossing Lines 

e CSI: NY (US import from CBS) 

e Death in Paradise 

e Diagnosis: Murder (US import from CBS) 

e The Doctor Blake Mysteries (Australian import from ABC (Australia)) 
e Inspector George Gently 


e Jack Taylor 
e Lie to Me (US import from Fox Broadcasting Company) 
e Luther 


e Miss Fisher's Murder Mysteries (Australian import from ABC (Australia)) 
e Miss Marple 

e Murdoch Mysteries (Canadian import/UKTV co-production with Citytv/CBC) 
e My Life Is Murder (Australian import from Network Ten) 

e New Tricks 

e Quantico (US import from ABC) 

e Ripper Street 

e Rizzoli & Isles (US Import from TNT) 

e Rosewood (US import from Fox) 

e Silent Witness 

e Taggart (STV) 


PreviousS[edit] 


e 1-800-Missing (US import from W Network) 

e 55 Degrees North 

e Bergerac 

e The Bill (ITV) (dropped by Alibi, continues on W and Drama) 

e Body of Proof (US import from ABC) 

e Campion 

e Covert Affairs (US import from USA Network) 

e Dalziel and Pascoe 

e Dangerfield 

e Detective Conan (Japanese import from IMS Entertainment; presented in Japanese 
with English subtitles) 

e Doctor Who (broadcast during 2008 as a special season presenting all of Tom 
Baker's episodes) 

e Due South (Canadian import from CTV, US import from CBS) 

e Father Brown 

e Father Dowling Mysteries (US import from NBC/ABC) 

e The Glades (US import from A&E) 

e Hamish Macbeth 

e Hart to Hart (US import from ABC) 

e Hetty Wainthropp Investigates 


e Hunter 

e The Inspector Alleyn Mysteries 

e The Inspector Lynley Mysteries 

e Jonathan Creek 

e judge John Deed 

e King & Maxwell (US import from TNT) 

e The Last Detective (ITV) 

e Maisie Raine 

e Missing 

e The Mrs. Bradley Mysteries 

e Murder in Mind 

e Murder, She Wrote (US import from CBS, transferred to ITV in 2012) 
e Perception (US import from TNT) 

e The Protector (US import from Lifetime) 

e Rebus (ITV) 

e Reckless (US import from CBS) 

e Republic of Doyle (Canadian import from CBC) 
e Return of the Saint (ITV) 

e Ripper Street 

e Rush (Australian import from Network Ten) 

e = The Saint (ITV) 

e Sherlock 

e Shoestring 

e Spooks (BBC) (dropped by Alibi, moved to Sony Entertainment Television in 2012) 
e Sue Thomas: F.B. Eye (US import from PAX) 

e Waking the Dead 

e Wallander 

e White Collar (US import from USA Network) 

e WPC 56 


Upcoming([edit] 


e Traces (6-part original series scheduled for December 2019) 


See also[edit] 


e UKTV 
e Television in the United Kingdom 
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Dave 
Launched 2 October 1998 
Owned by UKTV (BBC Studios) 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 
the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 0.92% 
0.14% (Dave ja vu) 


(June 2019, BARB) 


Slogan The home of Witty Banter 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Formerly called 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Timeshift 


service 


Website 


Freeview 


Freesat 


Sky 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


English 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


UK Gold Classics (1998-1999) 
UK Gold 2 (1999-2003) 

UKG? (2003-2004) 

UKTV G2 (2004-2007) 


Alibi 
Drama 
Eden 
Gold 
W 


Yesterday 


Dave ja vu 


dave.uktv.co.uk 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 19 
Channel 79 (ja vu) 


Satellite 


Channel 157 


Channel 111 (SD/HD) 
Channel 211 (ja vu) 


Astra 2E 
(28.2°E) 


Virgin Media 


Virgin Media 


Ireland 


BT TV 


Eir Vision 


Vodafone TV 


Swisscom TV 


TVPlayer 


Sky Go 


Channel 811 (SD) 


12129 V 27500 2/3 


Cable 
Channel 127 (SD) 
Channel 131 (ja vu) 


Channel 227 (HD) 


Channel 122 


IPTV 


Channel 387 (HD) 


Channel 111 


Channel 121 


Channel arbitrary 


Streaming media 


Watch live (UK only) 
Watch live (Dave ja vu) (UK only) 


Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Dave is a British free-to-air television channel owned by UKTV, which is available in the 
United Kingdom and Ireland. The channel took the name Dave in October 2007, but it 
had been on air under various identities and formats since October 1998. 


History[edit] 
UK Gold Classics and UK Gold 2[edit] 


UK Gold Classics, UKTV's first digital-only channel, was launched on 2 October 1998 and 
was only broadcast from Friday to Sunday on Sky Digital from 6.00 pm to 2.00 am. 
Around this time UK Gold began to move towards newer programmes instead of older 
ones; the 'classics' line-up included a number of early shows, including some black-and- 
white programmes, which had been acquired in the early years of the UK Gold service. 
They also showed some recent shows from the main channel, but the main purpose of 
the channel was older shows from the early years of UK Gold. On weekdays, the channel 
was off air, showing a still caption of all the UKTV channels and start-up times. 


The 'Classics' format lasted just six months; the channel ended on 28 March 1999, and 
from 2 April 1999 the channel was renamed to UK Gold 2, and screened morning 
programmes from UK Gold time-shifted to the evening of the same day instead of 
classic shows. 


UKG? and UKTV G2[edit] 


The UK Gold subsidiary channel was again relaunched with a completely new 
programme line-up and renamed UKG? on 12 November 2003. The channel was 
promoted as being an edgier alternative to UK Gold; like that channel, the output was 
mainly comedy from the BBC with some shows produced inhouse. A fair amount is 
similar to the comedy output of UK Play/Play UK before that channel's closure; however, 
unlike Play, the channel did not include music videos. 


Along with the rest of the UKTV network, the "UK" prefix was changed to "UKTV" on 8 
March 2004 and therefore the channel name changed to UKTV G2. 


Initially, the channel broadcast in the evenings only, but during the 'G2' era the decision 
was made to expand hours into the daytime; to expand the programming line-up, 
comedy was joined by popular-factual and magazine shows which were already running 
on UKTV People (then Blighty, now Drama) such as Top Gearand Airport. 


G2 programming|/[edit] 


On 7 October 2005, it was announced that they would show sports programming. This 
new line-up was called UKTV Sport and included a new show by the same name. UKTV 
Sport also had its own logo and DOG. There was talk that this could lead to a channel 
but it never happened. 


In February 2006, they picked up the rights to show highlights of the RBS Six 

Nations rugby union championship, with a highlights show broadcast on the evening of 
the games previously shown live on the BBC. On 16 March 2006, they announced a deal 
to air extensive coverage of the 2006 FIFA World Cup as a sub licensing of the BBC's 
rights to the tournament.” UKTV G2 simulcast the BBC's live matches, including the 
opening match between Germany and Costa Rica, England's game with Paraguay and 
the final. The channel also showed highlights of every match in the tournament. 


In April 2006, the channel acquired the rights to the quarter-finals 
of Euroleague Basketball and in August, UKTV G2 also picked up rights to the 2006 
FIBA World Championship", forming the programme 'UKTV Slam’. 


Dave and Freeview launch(edit] 


In September 2007, UKTV announced that they would relaunch and rename UKTV G2 as 
Dave on 15 October. UKTV said the name of the channel was chosen because 
"everyone knows a bloke called Dave". The concept and branding was the work of Red_ 
Bee Media.“ The rebrand included the channel being available free-to-air on digital 
terrestrial platform, Freeview, replacing UKTV Bright Ideas which only averaged 0.1% of 
the audience share. The move to Freeview saw Dave launch in the bandwidth 
previously used by UKTV History which was moved to the time limited (7.00 am to 

6.00 pm) bandwidth once occupied by UKTV Bright Ideas. Dave is available daily, from 
7.00 am to 4.00 am, on all platforms. It uses the tagline "the home of witty comedy 
banter" and uses Ralph Ineson as an announcer, along with David Flynn, Phill 

Jupitus, lain Lee and BBC Radio 1 DJ Greg James. 


To ensure that all Freeview viewers receive the channel on number 19, UKTV briefly 
placed a re-tuning notice on the programme's information. This later changed to the 
current location on Channel 12. 


From 31 January 2008, the channel began broadcasting in widescreen, along with the 
other UKTV channels. 


In April 2009, they aired three new instalments of Red Dwarf, entitled Back to Earth. 
This marked the channel's first foray into scripted original programming. During the 
airing of the Red Dwarf mini-series, the Dave DOG in the top left corner of the screen 
had the word 'Lister' added after it in the same font, after the show's lead character; 
during the show it is even suggested that the station is named after him. Back to 
Earth brought record breaking viewing figures, not just in the context of the channel's 
past, but for digital television in general.2 


In June 2009, the logo was updated to incorporate the 'circle' logo branding of all the 
new UKTV channels (for example Home, GOLD and Really). At the same time, the voice 
of Dave became Nigel Grover, aka Scott Saunders, who had previously worked at a 
number of local radio stations. On 29 April 2014, the 'circle' logo was removed and the 
original 2007 logo was restored. 


Dave moved to channel 19 on Freeview, a space previously occupied by Yesterday, due 
to its owner BBC Studios (which currently assumes full control of UKTV), breaking up its 
joint venture with Discovery, Inc., with Discovery acquiring Good 

Food, Home and Really from the network. 


Subsidiary channels[edit] 
Dave Ja Vu [edit] 


Dave javu 


The current logo of the timeshift channel 


A one-hour timeshifted service of the channel - then known as UKTV G2 - began to 
operate on 1 November 2004, under the name UKTV G2 +1. As UKTV G2 at the time 
was an primetime service, the timeshift also operated in the evenings only, using the 
satellite and cable capacity which, during daytime, was used by the now-defunct UKTV 
Bright Ideas. The sharing arrangement meant that when UKTV G2's hours extended into 
daytime, the timeshift remained evenings-only. 


At the time of the Dave relaunch, UKTV Bright Ideas closed, freeing up the space to 
allow UKTV G2 +1 to expand its hours to follow those of the parent channel fully; due to 
the main channel's relaunch as Dave, UKTV G2 +1 became Dave +1. 


The timeshift was initially available on the Virgin Media and Sky platforms; from 22 
January 2009, following UKTV's acquisition of a further Freeview broadcast slot, Dave 
+1 was made available on the digital terrestrial platform. 


On 24 February 2009, Dave +1 was renamed Dave ja vu (a play on the phrase déja vu) 
on all platforms; this was carried out to "strengthen the brand's positioning as the home 
of witty banter" according to UKTV bosses. 


On 14 June 2011, UKTV announced that Really would launch on Freeview on 2 August 
2011,22 to facilitate this Dave ja vu's broadcast hours on the platform were reduced 
from 8.00 am-4.00 am to 2.00 am-4.00 am. On 22 November 2012, UKTV confirmed 
that it had secured a deal for another 24-hour DTT slot and would use it for Dave ja vu 
until it firmed up permanent plans for the slot.“2! Dave ja vu began to broadcast its full 
schedule on the platform again from 3 January 2013. Drama permanently took the slot 
from 8 July 2013,24 however Dave ja vu continued to broadcast between 2.00 am- 
5.00 am.22! 


On 20 November 2014, Dave ja vu returned to 24-hour broadcasting.“ 
Dave HD(edit] 


On 29 July 2011, UKTV announced that it had secured a deal with BSkyB to launch three 
more high-definition channels on Sky." As part of Virgin Media's deal to sell its share of 
UKTV, all five of UKTV's HD channels would also be added to Virgin's cable television 
service by 2012.48! Dave HD launched on 10 October 2011 on Sky and Virgin Media, 

u two days before Watch HD, while Alibi HD launched in July 2012. All three channels 
are HD simulcasts of the standard-definition channel. Dave HD along with Good Food 
HD and Eden HD launched on BT TV on 3 October 2016. 


Reception|[edit] 


Within just one month of its launch, Dave had become the tenth largest television 
channel in the UK. The broadcaster puts daily averages at around 3 million viewers, 
although, much of the growth may be attributed to its presence on Freeview; 
nonetheless, it is performing significantly better in pay TV homes than UKTV G2 ever 
did. Over the month since its launch, Dave averaged a 1.32% share in multichannel 
homes and a 3.2% share in the 16-34 male demographic.2 


Dave's positive reception is proven by an attraction of 4 million viewers throughout 18 
November 2007 for its coverage of "Car of the Year", pushing it to second place in 
multichannel behind ITV2.2% 


The first episode of Red Dwarf: Back to Earth attracted 2,060,000 viewers on the first 
viewing,2 though over 4 million viewed the episode at some point over its debut 
weekend.” The highest rating original commission before this had been Red Bull X- 
Fighters (about 185,000). 


Programming[edit] 


Currently made for Dave (UKTV Originals) [edit] 


Name of show 


24 Hours to Go Broke 


Alan Davies: As Yet Untitled 


Beat the Internet with John 
Robins 


Cop Car Workshop 


Crackanory 


Dave's Advent Calendar 


Hoff the Record 


Hypothetical 


The Hurting 


lon Richardson: Ultimate 


Worrier 


The Joy of Techs 


Judge Romesh 


Original run 


2014 


2014-2017 


2018-present 


2018-present 


2013-2017 


2018 


2015-2016 


2019-present 


2017-present 


2018-present 


2017-present 


2018-present 


Name of show Original run 


Porters 2017-present 
Red Bull Soapbox Race 2000-present 


BBC Two 1988- 
99 

Dave 2009- 
present 


Ronnie's Redneck Road Trip 2017-present 
Ross Noble: Freewheeling 2013-2015 


Red Dwarf 


Storage Hunters UK 
Taskmaster 


Unspun with Matt Forde 


2016-2018 


Current reruns and imports[edit] 


Original channel(s) Original run 


Channel 4 
82 Out of 10 Cats More4 2005-present 
E4 


American Pickers History (United States) 2010-present 
Beverly Hills Pawn Reelz (United States) 2013 
Cops UK: Bodycam Squad Really 2016-2017 


David Beckham: For the Love of BBC One 2015 
the Game 


Deadly 60 2009-2012 
BBC One 
BBC Two 
Deadly 60 on a Mission 2011-2013 
Extreme Fishing with Robson Channels 3008-2011 
Green are a 
Spike (United States) 2011-2012 


BBC One 
Have | Got News for You BBC Two 1990-present 
H ) 


Ice Road Truckers istory (United States 2007-2017 
Impossible Engineering Yesterday 2015-present 


Original channel(s) Original run 


The Indestructibles BBC Three 
Into The Fire Really 2018-present 
Jay Leno's Garage CNBC (United States) 2015-present 


BBC Three 
BBC One 2014-present 


The Last Man on Earth Fox (United States) 
Lizard Lick Towing truTV (United States) 


BBC Four 
OnNTY connect 2 
Only Connect BBC Two 2008-present 


ae and Recreation (Season NBC (United States) See 


BBC Four 
BBC Two 2003-present 
BBC One 
: National Geographic 
Rocket City Rednecks channe United states) 2011-2013 
BBC Two 1994-2007, 2012- 
Reon 101 BBC One 2018 
Russell Howard's Good News BBC Three 2009-2015 
BBC Two 


Stephen Fry's 100 Greatest enannele 2011 
Gadgets AE 


I e BRESKU A Cian (United States) 2014-2017 
Challenge 

Storage Hunters (US) TruTV (United States) 2011-2013 
Top Gear BBC Two 2002-present 


Traffic Cops BBC One 2003-2015, 2016- 
BBC Three 


Name of show Original channel(s) Original run 


Channel 5 present 
Trawlermen BBC One 2006-2010 
You Gotta Eat Here! Food Network (Canada) 2012-2016 
World's Most Dangerous Roads | BBC Two 2011-2013 
Would | Lie To You? BBC One 2007-present 
Insert Name Here BBC Two 2016-present 


Sport(/edit] 


On 6 January 2016, UKTV announced that Dave would show its first-ever live sporting 
event with a boxing match between David Haye and Mark de Mori at the O2 Arena on 
16 January 2016 produced by Salter Brothers Entertainment.22 


In late May 2016, Dave broadcast full live coverage of the 2016 BDO World Trophy darts 
tournament. 


In July 2016, Dave covered cricket's Caribbean Premier League. It broadcast five 
matches live, including the final and showed the other games in full on a delayed basis. 


In 2017, Dave started broadcasting live MMA with promotion BAMMA. 
Films(edit] 


In early 2016, Dave aired western films during the daytime, including One More Train to 
Rob, Chief Crazy Horse, Buffalo Bill and the Indians, or Sitting Bull's History Lesson, The 
Great Northfield Minnesota Raid and The Hired Hand. Dave mostly show films on Friday 
and Saturday nights, with Friday being a repeat of the film that was shown ona 
Saturday. 


In 2019, Dave showed a season of Quentin Tarantino movies including Pulp 
Fiction, Reservoir Dogs, Kill Bill: Volume 1, Kill Bill: Volume 2 and Jackie Brown. 


PreviousS(edit] 


Name of show 


10 Things You Don't Know About 


30 Years of Comic Strip 


Abandoned Engineering 


Absolutely Fabulous 


Absolute Power 


The Accidental Angler 


Ace of Cakes 


Al Murray's Barrel of Fun: Live 


Al Murray's Compete for the Meat 


Al Murray: A Glass Of White Wine For The 
Lady 


Al Murray: Giving It Both Barrels 


Original channel(s) Original run 


2012-2014 
BBC Two 
a 1992-2012 


2003-2005 
BBC Two 
2006 


Food Network (Canada) | 2006-2011 
1996-2008 


200 
2010 


H2 (United States) 


Gold 
Yesterday 


BBC Two 


BBC One 


Name of show Original channel(s) Original run 


Al Murray: My Gaff, My Rules 


Al Murray The Pub Landlord: Beautiful British 
Tour Live At The O2 


Al Murray The Pub Landlord: Live At The 
Palladium 


Alan Davies: Life is Pain 


Alan Davies' Teenage Revolution Channel 4 
Alexander Armstrong's Big Ask pee 2011-2013 


Amazing Adventures of a Nobody Sky Real Lives 2006 
Anyone for Pennis? BBC Two 1995-1997 


: BBC Two 
The Apprentice BBC One 2005-present 


The Armstrong & Miller Show BBC One 2007-2010 
Arnie’s Greatest Ever Stunts pea; 2016 


Asian Provocateur BBC Three 2015-2016 
Bad Teacher CBS (United States) 2014 


Bravo 

Syfy 

Extreme Sports 

Channel 

5* 

Channel 5 
BARNS AMG Netware One 2 a 

States) 

Spike (UK) 

Channel 5 

Dave 

ITV4 


Bang Goes the Theory 
= 
Batteries Not Included 


Name of show 


Billy Connolly's World Tour of Scotland 


Billy Connolly's World Tour of Australia 


Billy Connolly's World Tour of England, 
Ireland and Wales 


Billy Connolly's World Tour of New Zealand 


A Bit of Fry & Laurie 


Blackadder 


Blackadder Exclusive: The Whole Rotten 


Saga 
Blackadder's Most Cunning Moments 


Black Books 


Blue Peter 


Bottom 


Bottom Live 


Bottom Live: The Big Number Two Tour 


Original channel(s) 


1994 

1995 
BBC One 

2002 

2004 


BBC One 
BBC Two Two 1989-1995 
BBC One 1983-1989 


Original run 


z 


Channel 4 2000-2004 


1958-present 


1991-1995 


=i É 


BBC One 
BBC Two 
CBBC 


BBC Two 


Bottom Live 3: Hooligan's Island 

Bottom Live 2001: An Arse Oddity 

Bottom Live 2003: Weapons Grade Y-Fronts 
Tour 


Boxing: David Haye V Mark De Mori 2016 
Breaking In Fox (United States) 2011-2012 


Brojects: In the House 


Bruce Parry's Amazon 

me 

wee 
a 


Car of the Year UKTV G2/Dave 2004-2008 


The Catherine Tate Show E Tu 2004-2009 
BBC One 
Chandon Pictures Movie Extra (Australia) | 2007-2009 


Charlie Brooker's Gameswipe 2009 
Charlie Brooker's Newswipe BBC Four 2009-2010 
Charlie Brooker's Screenwipe 2006-2008 


Clarkson's Car Years BBC Two 2000 

Clive Anderson All Talk 1996-1999 
BBC One 

Comedy Connections 2003-2008 


Channel 4 
The Comic Strip Presents... BBC Two 1982-2016 
Gold 


Cooking in the Danger Zone BBC Two 2008 


; BBC Two 
Crash Addicts OLN (United States) 2006-2007 


1978-1991 


Danny Bhoy Live 

2013 
Danny MacAskill's Imaginate 
Dara O Briain: School of Hard Sums 2012-2014 
Dara O Briain's Go 8 Bit 2016-2018 
Dave's One Night Stand 2010-2012 
Dave Gorman: Goodish Hits 2016 


Name of show Original channel(s) Original run 


Dave Gorman: Modern Life is Goodish 2013-2017 
Davestation 2013 
David Haye vs. Arnold Gjergjaj: The 

2016 
Countdown 


The Day Today 1994 
BBC Two 
2002-2007 
Deadliest Pests Down Under pee 2016 


Dead Ringers 


Disaster House DIY Network (United 2009-present 
States) 

Doctor Who BBC One 1963-1989 

Doubletake 2001-2005 
BBC Two 

Dragons' Den (UK TV series) 2005-present 


CBC Television (United 
States) 


Dragons' Den (Canadian TV series) 2006-present 


Dragons' Den (Irish TV series) RTE One 2009-present 


Dynamo: Magician Impossible 2011-2014 
EastEnders BBC One 1985-present 


Eat Your Heart Out with Nick Helm 2017 
Eddie Izzard: Force Majeure 2015 


BBC Two 
The Fast Show 1994-2000 
BBC Two 
Fawlty Towers 1975-1979 
Fawlty Towers: Re-Opened 
Fawlty Towers: Basil's Best Bits a 2005 


Name of show 


Fifth Gear 


Filthy Rich & Catflap 


The Flying Doctors 


Football's 47 Best Worst Songs 


Frank Skinner - Stand-Up! Live from 
Birmingham's National Indoor Arena 


Frank Skinner's Opinionated 


Friday Night with Jonathan Ross 


Full Circle with Michael Palin 


Full Metal Challenge 


The Gadget Show 


Game of Arms 


Original channel(s) 


Channel 5 

Discovery (United 

States) 2002-2016 
History (United States) 

ITV4 


BBC Two 1987 
Nine 
Network (Australia) 1986-1993 


2018 
2008 


Original run 


BBC Two 2010-2011 


2001-2010 
BBC One 
1997 


Channel 4 2004-2007 
Channel 5 2004-present 
AMC (United States) 2014 


BBC Three 

Gavin & Stacey BBC Two 2007-2010 
BBC One 

Gears and Tears 2010 


Greg Davies Live - Firing Cheeseballs at a 
Dog 


The Graham Norton Show ee 2007-present 
Grange Hill ira 1978-2008 


GT Racer Treasure HD (United 2008-2009 
eae States) 
Harbour Lights BBC One 1999-2000 


Harry Enfield's Television Programme BBC Two 1990-1998 
Harry Enfield and Chums BBC One 


Original channel(s) Original run 
om 
Helicopter Heroes 


Haye V De Mori: The Countdown 


The Horne Section Television Programme pave a 
Idris Elba: King of Speed pew moe 


l'm Alan Partridge BBC Two 1997-2002 
Impossible Railways Pas i 2018-present 


Name of show Original channel(s) Original run 


The Impressions Show with Culshaw and 
Stephenson 


Improvisation My Dear Mark Watson (Pilot) 


India with Sanjeev Bhaskar BEC Two 2007-2010 
BBC One 

Is It Bill Bailey? BBC Two 1998 

It's Only TV...but I Like It BBC One 1999-2002 


James May's 20th Century BBC Two 
James May's Big Ideas 
James May's Cars of the People 
James May on the Moon 
James May's Toy Stories 
James May's Top Toys 
Jeremy Clarkson: Meets the Neighbours 


Name of show Original channel(s) Original run 


Jeremy Clarkson's Extreme Machines 


Jeremy Clarkson's Motorworld 


Jo Brand's Great Wall of Comedy 


2013 
2016-present 
The Keith Barret Show 2004-2005 


John Bishop: In Conversation With... 


Knowing Me Knowing You with Alan 
Partridge 


Kröd Mandoon and the Flaming Sword of 
Fire 200a 


BBC Two 
The Kumars at No. 42 BBC One 


Sky 1 


The Lakes BBC One 1997-1999 
Last Man Standing BBC Three 2007-2008 
Later... with Jools Holland BBC Two 1992-present 


1994-1995 


2001-2006, 
2014 


Name of show Original channel(s) Original run 


BBC Four 
Lead Balloon BBC Two Two 2006-2011 


The League of Gentlemen BBC Two eee 
2017 
A Life of Grime BBC One 1999-2004 


: ST BBC Three 
Little Britain BBC One One 2003-2007 


: BBC One 
Live at the Apollo BBC Two 2004-present 


Live Boxing: David Haye v Arnold Gjergjaj 2016 
Live Boxing: Hayemaker Ringstar Fight 
Night 

2017 
Live Boxing: Hayemaker Ringstar Fight 
Night 2 
Live Darts: BDO World Trophy 2016 
Lizard Lick Touring 207 


Louis Theroux's Weird Weekends BBC Two 1998-2000 


BBC One 1986-1994 
Man Stroke Woman BBC Three 2005-2007 


Mone Fad Travel Channel (United 2008-2011 
a States) 
Mechannibals 2005 


i ITV 
Men behaving Badiy Ay = 
Men Behaving Badl BBC One 1992-1998 
The Mighty Boosh BBC Three 2004-2007 


Milton Jones - Lion Whisperer Tour - Part 

201 
One: Earth 
Mitch and Matt's Big Fish Good Food 2008 
Moby Dick Encore (United States) | 2011 


BBC Two 
The Mrs Merton Show BBC One 1995-1998 
My Family BBC One 2000-2011 
Navelgazing Presents... pee PAOLA 


Seven 
Network (Australia) 

Neighbours Network 1985-present 
Ten (Australia) 
Eleven (Australia) 

Never Mind the Buzzcocks BBC Two 1996-2015 

f : BBC Three 
Nignty NIQAL = 
Nighty Night BBC Two Two 2004-2005 


f BBC Two 
The Office BBC One GAA 2001-2003 
On Thin Ice BBC Two 2009 


Name of show Original channel(s) Original run 


Operation Good Guys 
Oz and James's Big Wine Adventure 


Psychoville BBC Two 2009-2011 


The Pub Landlord v Nigel Farage: The Battle 2015 

For South Thanet 

Pulling BBC Three 2007-2009 

A Question of Sport BBC One 1970-present 


Race Car Driver ay ndicaton nied 2005-2007 
States) 


Radical Highs BBC Two 1998-2000 
Ray Mears' Bushcraft 2004-2005 


ee i! 
Ray Mears' Extreme Survival 
Ray Mears Goes Walkabout 
Ray Mears' Northern Wilderness 
Ray Mears' Wild Food 
Ray Mears' World of Survival 
= 


Red Bull Cliff Diving World Series 


2012-present 


2008-present 


Rich Hall's Fishing Show BBC Four 2003 


Right to the Edge: Sydney to Tokyo by Any BBC Two 2009 
Means 
Road Cops Channel 5 2010 


Red Bull Rampage 


Red Bull X-Fighters 


Original channel(s) Original run 
Rob Brydon's Annually Retentive 
Rob Brydon's Identity Crisis 
The Rob Brydon Show 


BBC Two 


1998-2004, 
Robot Wars BBC Choice 2016-2018 
Channel 5 


Ross Noble: Off Road pee 2017 
Ruddy Hell! It's Harry & Paul BBC One 
Harry & Paul BBC Two aooga 


Russell Howard - Dingledodies 2009 
Russell Howard Live: Right Here Right Now 

201 
Russell Kane: Smokescreens & Castles Live 


School's Out BBC One 2006-2007 
Scrapheap Challenge Channel 4 1998-2010 


Seaside Rescue BBC One 2004-2009 
Shark Tank ABC (United States) 2009-present 


Shooting Stars ee 


The Smell of Reeves and Mortimer 
Special Forces: Ultimate Hell Week 


Name of show Original channel(s) Original run 


Star Stories Channel 4 2006-2008 
Stars in Fast Cars BBC Three 2005-2006 
Stephen Fry in America BBC One 2008 


Steve Backshall's Extreme Mountain 

2016 
Challenge 
Steve Coogan: The Inside Story ae 2009 
Stewart Lee's Comedy Vehicle 2009-2016 


Strongman Champions League 


nee ever 2005-2007 


USA Network (United 2011-2019 
States) 
That Mitchell and Webb Look 2006-2010 


; BBC Four 
The Thick of It BBC Two Two 2005-2012 


They Think It's All Over BBC One 1995-2006 
This Life BBC Two 1996-1997 


Three Men in a Boat m: 2006-2011 


Total Wipeout USA ABC (United States) 


Tim Vine: The Joke-amotive Live 


Turn Back Time BBC One 2006 


BBC Two 
Two Pints of Lager and a Packet of Crisps BBC Choice 2001-2011 
BBC Three 


BBC Three 2014-2017 


TOTP2 BBC Two 1994-present 


Name of show Original channel(s) Original run 


BBC One 
Undercover Dave 2015 
Whose Line Is It Anyway? Channel 4 1988-1999 
ITV 
Wild Britain with Ray Mears U 2010-2013 
Eden 
World's Most Stupid Criminals ive 2003 
Yianni: Supercar Customiser Dave 2018 
The Young Ones BBC Two 1982-1984 
Zimbani (pilot) Dave 2010 


Dave Weekly podcast[edit] 


In August 2011, Dave launched a regular comedy podcast called The Dave 

Weekly hosted on joindave.co.uk and accessible via iTunes.22! Presented by Ben Shires, 
the podcast comprises interviews with comedians such as Russell Kane, Jo Brand, Adam 
Buxton, Paul Foot and Alex Horne along with occasional features. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Conlan, Tara (7 October 2005). "UKTV to launch sport channel | Media | 
MediaGuardian". London: Guardian. Retrieved 15 October 2009. 

2. ^ "Broadcasting - News - UKTV lands huge World Cup rights deal - Digital Spy". Archived 

from the original on 11 December 2006. Retrieved 4 November 2007. 

* "UKTV slam dunks Euroleague rights". C21 Media. Retrieved 19 June 2016. 

^ "UKTV slam-dunks new basketball deal". C21 Media. Retrieved 19 June 2016. 


=o 


9: 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 


22. 


23. 


^ "It's Dave - not Bright Ideas and evening History - ukfree.tv - independent digital TV 
and switchover advice". Retrieved 4 November 2007. 


^ Leigh Holmwood (20 September 2007). "UKTV to launch channel called 'Dave' | Media | 
MediaGuardian". London: Guardian. Retrieved 18 August 2010. 

^ "The Story of Dave (video)". Red Bee Media. Retrieved 11 October 2019. 

* "Terrestrial - News - UKTV considers G2 Freeview launch - Digital Spy". Retrieved 4 
November 2007. 

* "UKTV goes widescreen". UKTV. Archived from the original on 27 January 2008. 
Retrieved 24 January 2008. 

^ Jump up to:? £: “Back To Earth Natterings". 

* "UKTV launches Dave ja vu - Brand Republic". Retrieved 6 June 2009. 

^ "UKTV secures free to air slot for Really, its cutting edge lifestyle channel". UKTV. 14 
June 2011. Archived from the original on 18 June 2011. 

^ "UKTV secures additional DTT slot". UKTV. 22 November 2012. Archived from the 
original on 1 February 2013. 

^ "UKTV launches new Drama channel on Freeview". a516digital. 2 May 2013. 
Retrieved 2 May 2013. 

^ "Dave Ja Vu reverts back to part time on Freeview". a516digital. 7 July 2013. 
Retrieved 10 July 2013. 

^ "Dave Ja Vu back to 24 hours on Freeview". a5l6édigital. 20 November 2014. 
Retrieved 20 November 2014. 

^ "UKTV enters VoD market with landmark HD content deal with Sky". UKTV. 29 July 
2011. Archived from the original on 7 November 2011. 

^ "Virgin Media sells £239m stake in UKTV". Financial Times. 15 August 2011. Archived 
from the original on 3 January 2012. 

^ "Virgin TV just got even bigger". Virgin Media. Archived from the original on 11 October 
2011. Retrieved 4 October 2011. 

^ Jump up to:? £ Welsh, James (21 November 2007). "UKTV celebrates Dave's growth". 
Digital Spy. Retrieved 12 January 2008. 

^ "Television - News - New 'Red Dwarf' pulls in over 2 million". Digital Spy. Retrieved 11 
April 2009. 

^ Whaling, James. "When is the David Haye vs Mark De Mori fight? TV channel 
information here". Daily Mirror. Retrieved 7 January 2016. 

^ "The Dave Weekly Podcast on iTunes". 


External links[edit] 


e Official website 


Drama (UK TV channel) 
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This article is about the British television channel. For the channel formerly known as 
UKTV Drama, see Alibi (TV channel). For the Pan Arab channel, see Drama (MENA TV 
channel). For other uses, see Drama. 


Drama 


DRAMA 


Launched 8 July 2013 


Owned by UKTV 


(BBC Studios) 
Picture format 16:9 576i SDTV 


Audience share 1.22% (June 2019, BARB) 


Slogan There's only one channel called 
Drama 

Country United Kingdom and Ireland 

Language English 


Broadcast area United Kingdom and Ireland 


Replaced Blighty 


Sister channel(s) Alibi 
Dave 
Eden 
Gold 
W 
Yesterday 


Timeshift service Drama +1 


Website 


Freeview 


Freesat 


Sky (UK) 


Sky (Ireland) 


Astra 2E 
(28.2°E) 


Virgin Media 


Virgin Media 


Ireland 


Eir Vision 


TvPlayer 


drama.uktv.co.uk 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 20 


Satellite 


Channel 158 


Channel 143 
Channel 243 (+1) 


Channel 158 
Channel 258 (+1) 


12129 V 27500 2/3 
12129 V 27500 2/3 (+1) 


Cable 


Channel 130 
Channel 226 (+1) 


Channel 164 


IPTV 


Channel 166 


Streaming media 


Watch live (UK only) 


Drama is a British free-to-air television channel broadcasting drama (and, to a lesser 
extent, comedy) programming in the United Kingdom and Ireland as part of 

the UKTV network of channels. The channel launched on 8 July 2013," replacing Blighty. 
1 On Freeview, the channel was placed on channel 20, previously occupied by Gold. 

BI On Sky, the channel initially launched on channel 291, in the overspill area of the 
Entertainment section and moved to channel 166 on 24 July after purchasing the slot 
used by PBS America.“ The channel launched on Virgin Media on 14 August on channel 
190. In September 2014, UKTV blamed the channel for their 7% profits fall. In 
September 2018, Drama and Really were added to Virgin Media Ireland. 


A timeshift channel, Drama +1 was launched on Sky and Virgin Media on 16 September 
2019. Drama +1 replaced Travel Channel +1 on Sky's EPG. 


Programming[edit] 


The channel is positioned as a home for British dramas from the last 40 years. The 
channel features such shows as Auf Wiedersehen, Pet, The Cinder Path, Cranford, Lark 
Rise to Candleford, Pride & Prejudice, Sharpe and Tipping the Velvet. 


Current([edit] 


e 2point4 Children 

e An Adventure in Space and Time 
e “Allo ‘Allo! 

e The Ark 

e Around the World in 80 Days 

e As Time Goes By 

e Are You Being Served? 

e Ashes to Ashes 

e A Bear Named Winnie 


e Bergerac 
e The Bill 


e Birds ofa Feather (the BBC series) 
e Bleak House 

e Boon 

e Bramwell 


e The Brokenwood Mysteries 


e Cadfael 
e Call the Midwife 
e Campion 


Catherine Cookson: 
Catherine Cookson: 
Catherine Cookson: 
Catherine Cookson: 
Catherine Cookson: 
Catherine Cookson: 
Catherine Cookson: 
Catherine Cookson: 


The Cinder Path 
Colour Blind 

The Dwelling Place 
The Fifteen Streets 
The Gambling Man 
The Girl 

The Glass Virgin 
The Man Who Cried 


Catherine Cookson: The Rag Nymph 
Catherine Cookson: The Round Tower 
Catherine Cookson: The Secret 
Catherine Cookson: The Tide of Life 
Catherine Cookson’s Tilly Trotter 
Catherine Cookson: The Wingless Bird 
Crocodile Shoes 

Classic EastEnders®! 

Crocodile Shoes Il 

Crusoe 

Dalziel and Pascoe 

Dangerfield 

Death in Paradise 

The Doctor Blake Mysteries 


Doctor Finlay 
Down to Earth 


The Duchess of Duke Street 
Elizabeth | 

Fallen Angel 

Father Brown 

A Fine Romance 

Fingersmith 

Fresh Fields 

French Fields 

Garrow's Law 

Hamish Macbeth 

Hetty Wainthropp Investigates 
Hi-De-Hi! 

Holby City 

Hope and Glory 

The Hounds of the Baskervilles 
The House of Eliott 

In Deep 

The Indian Doctor 

The Inspector Lynley Mysteries 
Jack the Ripper 

Jonathan Creek 

Judge John Deed 

Kavanagh QC 

Keeping Up Appearances 

King Solomon's Mines 

Lady Chatterley 

The Last Detective 


Last of the Summer Wine 
Life on Mars 

London's Burning 
Lovejoy 

Maisie Raine 


Messiah 

Miss Fisher's Murder Mysteries 
Miss Marple 

Moby Dick 

The Mrs Bradley Mysteries 
Murdoch Mysteries 

New Tricks 

My Family 

The Onedin Line 
Outnumbered 

The Paradise 

PD James: The Murder Room 
Pie in the Sky 

The Pinkertons 

Pinocchio 

Rebus 

Riders 

Ripper Street 

Rock & Chips 

Rosemary & Thyme 
Sharpe 

Shetland 

Silent Witness 

Some Mothers Do ‘Ave 'Em 
Soldier Soldier 

Spooks 

Taggart 

To the Manor Born 
Touching Evil 

Trial & Retribution 

The Two Ronnies 

Waking the Dead 

Where the Heart Is 
Wycliffe 

Young Catherine 

You Rang M'Lord? 


PreviousS(/edit] 


The 39 Steps 
The 60's: The Beatles Decade 


Above and Beyond 
Act of Will 

Ahead of the Class 

Ain't Misbehavin' 

All Creatures Great and Small 


Archangel 
Auf Wiedersehen, Pet 


Ballykissangel 

Bert and Dickie 

The Best of Men 

Between the Lines 

A Bit of a Do 

Birdsong 

Born and Bred 

Bread 

Bring Me Morecambe & Wise 
Britains Best - Scotland 

Brush Strokes 

Burton & Taylor 

Butterflies 

Casanova 

Catherine Cookson: The Black Candle 
Catherine Cookson's Colour Blind 
Catherine Cookson: A Dinner of Herbs 
Catherine Cookson: The Moth 

The Cazalets 

Cider with Rosie 

Citizen Smith 

Cold Comfort Farm 

The Courageous Heart of Irena Sendler 
Cranford 

The Crimson Petal and the White 
Daniel Deronda 

David Copperfield 

Deadline Gallipoli 

Death Comes to Pemberley 
EastEnders Christmas Fallouts 
EastEnders: Unveiled - A Wedding Special 
Emma 

Empire 

Eric and Ernie 

Escape from Sobibor 

Ever Decreasing Circles 

The Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin 
Family Tree 

Fanny Hill 

Find My Past 

A Fine Romance 

The Forsyte Saga 

A Garden for All Seasons 

The Good Life 

Goodnight Sweetheart 

Gracie! 

Great British Ghosts 

Great Expectations 


The Great Train Robbery 
The Green Green Grass 
Hard Times 

Hattie 

Hey Hey We're The Monkees 
Hitlers Bodyguards 

Hold the Dream 

House of Cards 

The Inspector Alleyn Mysteries 
Inspector George Gently 
Jam & Jerusalem 

lane Eyre 

Just Good Friends 


King Solomon's Mines 
Land Girls 


Lark Rise to Candleford 

Last Tango in Halifax 

Learners 

The Life and Adventures of Nicholas Nickleby 
The Liver Birds 

The Long Firm 

Mansfield Park 

The Mayor of Casteridge 

The Most Wonderful Time of the Year 
Monarch of the Glen 

Murder in Mind 

Murphy's Law 

The Mystery of a Hansom Cab 
The Mystery of Edwin Drood 

No Place Like Home 

North & South 

Northanger Abbey 

One Foot in the Grave 

Oliver Twist 

Open All Hours 

Our Mutual Friend 

Parade's End 

PD James: Death in Holy Orders 
Persuasion 

Porridge 

Pride and Prejudice 


Upstairs, Downstairs 
Ration Book Britain 


The Road to Coronation Street 
The Ruby in the Smoke 
Rumpole of the Bailey 

The Scarlet Pimpernel 

The Scold's Bridle 


e The Sculptress 

e The Secret of Crickley Hall 

e Sense and Sensibility 

e The Shadow in the North 

e Sherlock Holmes and the Secret Weapon 
e Sherlock Holmes: Terror By Night 


e Sherlock Holmes - The Case of the Silk Stocking 


e Silk 
e Shirley 
e Sherlock 


e The Sinking of the Laconia 

e Sisters of War 

e South Riding 

e State of Play 

e Steptoe and Son (only series 1-6) 
e Tenko 

e The Tenant of Wildfell Hall 

e Terry and June 


e Tess of the D'Urbervilles 
e Three Up, Two Down 

e Tipping the Velvet 

e To Be the Best 

e The Turn of the Screw 

e United 

e Upstairs, Downstairs 

e Vanity Fair 

e The Vicar of Dibley 

e Waiting for God 

e The Whale 

e What Remains 

e Whatever Happened to the Likely Lads 
e = Wish Me Luck 

e A Woman of Substance 
e A Year to Remember 


e Young James Herriot 
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Eden (TV channel) 
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Eden 


Launched 8 March 2004 


Owned by UKTV 
(BBC Studios) 


Picture 1080i HDTV 


format (downscaled to 16:9 576i for the SDTV feed) 


Audience 0.03% 


share 0.02% (+1) (April 2017, BARB) 
Slogan ‘Never stop wondering’ 
Country United Kingdom and Ireland 


Language English 


Broadcast 


area 


Formerly 


called 


Replaced 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Timeshift 


service 


Website 


Sky 


Virgin 
Media 


WightFibre 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


UKTV Documentary (2004-2009) 


UK Horizons 


Alibi 

Dave 
Drama 
Gold 

W 
Yesterday 


Eden +1 


eden.uktv.co.uk 


Availability 
Satellite 
Channel 166 


Channel 266 (+1) 


Cable 


Channel 245 


Channel 246 (+1) 


Channel 247 (HD) 


Channel 74 


IPTV 


TalkTalk TV Channel 315 


BT TV Channel 315 
Channel 389 (HD) 


eir Vision Channel 532 
Streaming media 


TvPlayer Watch live (UK only) (TVPlayer Plus 


subscription required) 


Sky Go Watch live 
(UK and Ireland only) 


Eden is a British pay television channel broadcasting factual content in the United 
Kingdom and Ireland as part of the UKTV network of channels. The channel originally 
launched on 8 March 2004 and relaunched in its current format on 27 January 2009. The 
channel is available on Sky, TalkTalk Plus TV, BT TV, and Virgin Media. 


History[edit] 


The channel launched on 8 March 2004 as UKTV Documentary, showing 

factual documentaries, mainly taken from the BBC archives, on a variety of subjects if 
not covered by another channel in the UKTV network, such as Jacob Bronowski's The 
Ascent of Man. Much of this programming had come from the former UKTV channel UK 
Horizons, which had closed down the day before and which the channel, along 

with UKTV People, replaced. UKTV Documentary occupied the same broadcasting slot as 
UK Horizons. 


On 9 October 2008, UKTV announced plans to rebrand UKTV Documentary and UKTV 
People in early 2009.4 The news came just two days after UKTV's entertainment 
channels were rebranded to Watch, Gold and Alibi. They announced that UKTV 
Documentary would be rebranded as Eden and this rebrand took place on 26 January 
2009. As part of the rebrand, the channels programming output changed from all 
documentaries to primarily documentaries focusing on the natural environment. All 
other documentaries were transferred to UKTV History or UKTV People, depending on 
their subject matter. 


Subsidiary channels[edit] 
Eden +1{edit] 


From launch, the channel has had a timeshift service, called Eden +1 and UKTV 
Documentary +1 before it. The service ran on Sky and Virgin Media and broadcast the 
channels schedule one hour later than usual. The timeshift was removed from Virgin 
Media in October 2008 to allow bandwidth for new channel Watch, however the time 
shift service was restored on 7 October 2011. 


Eden HD([edit] 


Eden HD launched on 4 October 2010 on Sky channel 559, running a high- 

definition simulcast of the main channel.2 As part of Virgin Media's deal to sell its share 
of UKTV, all five of UKTV's HD channels were added to Virgin's cable television service 
by 2012.2! Eden HD was added to Virgin Media on 7 October 2011.“ On 3 October 2016, 
Eden HD was added to BT. On 2 October 2017, Eden HD was removed from the Sky 
lineup and replaced with Gold HD. 


On-air identity[edit] 


The UKTV Documentary identity focused around scenes from the landscape of Britain. 
The ident would first feature a close up shot, for example of a person or a stone, before 
pulling back to reveal the bigger picture: such as a busy rail station or a stone circle. 
This was then overlaid with the UKTV Documentary logo, consisting of the UKTV logo on 
top, and an upper case 'DOCUMENTARY' tag below, aligned to the left of the screen. 
Alongside the idents, the channel had a Digital on-screen graphic (DOG) of the same 
design and also featured a generic UKTV design for all promotions for the channel. The 
channels house colour was a blue, similar in shade to Azure, and would feature in 
numerous changing shades on the end boards of promotions. 


The current Eden identity features explorers in an unknown environment, such as the 
deep jungle or the Antarctic, before coming across a landscape, which the logo then 
forms onto. 


Programming[edit] 


Former logo 


The programming used on the channel is mostly from the BBC archives, and are 
therefore edited to fit the time slot: an original broadcast for an hour-long programme 
on the BBC might be as much as 58 minutes long, while the same programme here 
might be 42 minutes long without the commercials. Eden is renowned for showing blue- 
chip natural history but has more recently moved into more scientific programmes while 
keeping the blue-chip, cinematic identity. Eden has also produced its own exclusive 
programming, with the most recent series David Attenborough's Natural Curiosities, 
produced by Humble Bee Films, broadcasting from January 2013. 


P ran 
10 Things You Didn't Know About... BBC Four 2007-2008 
Africa BBC One 2013 


An African Journey with Jonathan BBC Two 2010 
Dimbleby 
Animal Armageddon Animal Planet (United States) 2009 


; National Geographic 
Ae Channel (United States) auo 


Arctic with Bruce Parry 
Are We Changing Planet Earth? 
Attenborough and the Giant Egg 
Attenborough's Paradise Birds 


Australia: The Time Travellers Guide | ABC1 (Australia) 2012 
The Ballad of Big Al BBC One 2000 


a 


Biggest and Baddest with Niall Maime Aena: 2012-2014 
McCann 


Blood and Guts: A History of Surgery 
The Brain: A Secret History 
Charles Darwin and the Tree of Life 


The Code BBC Two 2011 
David Attenborough's Natural Ss) 2013- 


Deadly 60 CBBC 2009-2012 


panora seamana |Kate geaen., 
Do We Really Need the Moon? 


Curiosities 


Earth: The Power of the Planet 
Eden Shorts: From Lens to Screen sen ats 
Favourite Attenborough Moments 


Original 
run 


Forecasting the End The Weather Channel 
The Great Rift: Africa's Wild Heart 


Name of show Original channel(s) 


Hainan Adventure with Nigel Marven Kien 2012 
Himalaya with Michael Palin BBC One 2004 


Humpbacks: From Fire to Ice ABC1 (Australia) 
The Incredible Human Journey BBC Two 


Original 
run 


Inside Nature's Giants Channel 4 2009- 
present 
Inside the Human Body BBC One 2011 


James May's Things You Need To BBC Two 2011- 
Know oa aia present 


Killer Whale Islands with Nigel Channels 2007 
Marven ara we 
Killer Whales: Beneath the Surface BBC Two 2013 


Name of show Original channel(s) 


Life in the Undergrowth 


Original channel(s) Sees 
Lost Land of the Tiger 


Monster Bug Wars Science (United States) 


Natural World BBC Two Bea 
ee present 


Nature's Great Events BBC One 2009 


See ee 
present 
Nigel Marven's Rhino Adventure Channel 5 2006 


Orbit: Earth's Extraordinary Journey 


The Polar Bear Family & Me BBC Two 2013 
The Private Life of Plants BBC One 1995 


ata “a 
Ray Mears' Bushcraft BBC Two 2004-2005 
Ray Mears Goes Walkabout BBC Two 2008 
Ray Mears' Northern Wilderness BBC Two 2009 


s z National Geographic 
Reconstructing T-Rex a O a a 2010 
Richard Hammond's Invisible Worlds | BBC One 2010 


Sea Monsters BBC One 2003 
The Secrets of Everything BBC Three 2012 
South Pacific BBC Two 2009 


The S tory of Science: Power, Proof BBC Two 2010 
and Passion ae are 
Super Giant Animals BBC One 2013 


Swarm: Nature's Incredible Invasions | BBC One 2009 
Ten Deadliest Snakes: China Animal Planet 2013 


Ten Deadliest Snakes with Nigel Animal Planet 3014-2015 
Marven Eden 
Termites - The Inner Sanctum ORF (Austria) 2011 


; BBC One 
Through Hell and High Water BBC Two 2006 
The Trials of Life BBC One 1990 


Tribal Wives BBC Two 2008-2010 
Tropic of Cancer BBC Two 2010 


Unco vering Our Earliest Ancestor: 
The Link ae 
Voyage of the Continents 


Original 
run 


Walking with Monsters BBC One 2005 


Whale Adventure with Nigel Marven ae 2013 
Eden 

Wild Arabia BBC Two 2013 

Wild Brazil BBC Two 2014 


Wild Britain with Ray Mears HV 2010- 
Eden present 


Name of show Original channel(s) 


Wild Colombia with Nigel Marven Kien a 
Wonders of the Solar System 


Wonders of the Universe BBC Two 20171 
Yellowstone BBC Two 2009 


Original 


Name of show Original channel(s) see 
Yunnan Adventure with Nigel Marven | Eden 2012 


See also[edit] 


e UKTV 
e Television in the United Kingdom 
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Gold 


Launched 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Slogan 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Formerly called 


Sister channel(s) 


1 November 1992 


UKTV 


(BBC Studios) 


1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


0.41% 
0.04% (+1) (April 2019, BARB) 


24 Carat Comedy 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


English 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


UK Gold (1992-2004) 
UKTV Gold (2004-2008) 
G.O.L.D. (2008-2012) 


Alibi 

Dave 
Drama 
Eden 

W 
Yesterday 


Timeshift service Gold +1 


Website gold.uktv.co.uk 
Availability 
Satellite 
Sky (UK) Channel 110 (SD/HD) 


Channel 210 (+1) 
Channel 810 (SD) 


Sky (Ireland) Channel 110 
Channel 210 (+1) 
Channel 340 (HD) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 124 (HD) 
Channel 194 (+1) 


Virgin Channel 120 
Media (Ireland) Channel 153 (+1) 


IPTV 


TalkTalk TV Channel 310 
Channel 314 (+1) 


BT TV Channel 310 
Channel 391 (HD) 


Plusnet TV Channel 310 


Eir Vision Channel 110 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live 
(UK and Ireland only) 


Now TV Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 
TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 
TalkTalk TV Watch live (UK only) 


Gold is a British pay television channel from the UKTV network, that was launched on 1 
November 1992 as UK Gold before it was rebranded UKTV Gold in 2004. In 2008, it 
was split into current flagship channel Gold and miscellaneous channel, W, with classic 
comedy based programming now airing on Gold, non-crime drama and entertainment 
programming airing on W, and quiz shows and more high-brow comedy airing on Dave. 
It shows repeats of classic programming from the BBC and other broadcasters. In 
December 2015, the channel was temporarily renamed as Christmas Gold. It returned 
in 2016, 2017 and 2018. 


History[edit] 


Gold logo from 2012 to 2014 


The channel launched on 1 November 1992 as a joint venture between the BBC, 
through commercial arm BBC Enterprises, American company Cox Enterprises and 
outgoing ITV London weekday franchisee Thames Television. The channel, named "UK 
Gold", was to show repeats of the 'classic' archive programming from the two 
broadcasters. The rights to the BBC programmes previously were held by 

the BSB entertainment channel Galaxy, prior to the merger with Sky Television plc to 
form BSkyB in November 1990. The channel was initially broadcast on an 

analogue transponder from an SES satellite at 19.2°E which was less well suited for UK 


reception. As a result, the channel used to be notorious for being marred with 
interference, known as 'sparklies', in large parts of the UK. Another initial drawback was 
the cutting of programming down to fit commercial time slots, and the intensive use of 
commercial breaks. Reception improved however with the channel added to BSkyB's 
basic subscription package in 1993, and the launch of the channel on cable services. 


In 1993, Flextech gain its first stake in the station after acquiring Tele-Communications' 
(TCI) TV interest in Europe. In 1996, it started discussions about increasing its stake, to 
gain full control. At that point, Flextech held 27% with Cox (38%), BBC (20%) and 
Pearson (15%).2 By the Autumn, Flextech held 80% of UK Gold.#“ Flextech's main 
reason for increasing its stake in UK Gold was in participation of new talks with the BBC. 
[5] 


UKTV [edit] 


The channel's success led to the launch of the UKTV network on 1 November 1997, 
owned by BBC Worldwide and Flextech, and consisting of three other channels: UK 
Arena, UK Horizons and UK Style, focusing on the arts, factual and lifestyle programmes 
respectively. The UKTV network would expand to include numerous more channels as 
the years progressed. 


The UK Gold brand was expanded in October 1998 with the launch of the digital only 
channel UK Gold Classics, broadcasting some of the older comedy serials that were 
being lost from the UK Gold schedule, as the channel moved towards more modern 
programming. UK Gold Classics was not to last however, and was rebranded as UK Gold 
2 on 2 April 1999, which acted as a time shift of the original channel, showing the 
daytime programmes from UK Gold in the evening on UK Gold 2. In 2003 however, UK 
Gold 2 was rebranded and repositioned as UK G?, with some programming transferring 
to the new channel. 


ETH Cd wha af imning Renewminen 40 bn BT et oa 


UKTV Gold share of viewing BARB figures 1992-2007 


On 8 March 2004, the channel was rebranded as "UKTV Gold" in line with the other 
channels in the UKTV network. At approximately the same time, Granada-run archive 
channel Granada Plus closed to make way for ITV3. In late 2004, to show films produced 
in Hollywood in a marathon, UKTV Gold temporarily changed its name to "USTV Gold". 
The channels had always been the main rivals to Gold due to the direct mix of archive 
BBC and ITV programming. ITV3 currently has a higher viewer share, often put down to 
the fact that the terrestrial platform Freeview shows ITV3 but not Gold. 


Gold began transmitting in widescreen on 31 January 2008, although some programmes 
made in 16:9 format are screened in the compromise 14:9 semi-letterbox ratio for a 
short while, before the 16:9 format became standard later in the year. The channel has 
been criticised by some, particularly in recent years, for featuring many recent 


programmes as opposed to 'classics' as was the original concept, with some shows 
appearing on the channel mere months or weeks after their first television broadcast. 


2008 rebrand (edit! 


In 2008, UKTV began a process of rebranding and expanding its channels, removing 
"UKTV" from their name, following the rebranding of UKTV G2 as Dave in October 2007. 
On 7 October 2008, UKTV Gold became "G.O.L.D.", exclusively showing comedy, both 
old and new. This is reflected by its new slogan, which now represents Gold as 

a backronym—"Go On Laugh Daily". Unlike the complete name change for Dave, the 
Gold name was retained as having a resonance with viewers. The same day also saw 
the rebranding of UKTV Drama as Alibi, and the launch of a new channel, Watch. In 
Spring 2010, the channel dropped the acronym and is now known simply as "Gold". 


In October 2011, Virgin Media, owner of half of Gold and the rest of the UKTV network, 
sold their share to Scripps Networks Interactive, with the remaining half still retained by 
the BBC's commercial arm, BBC Worldwide. 


2012 programming investment(edit] 


In February 2012, it was announced that UKTV was to invest millions into producing its 
own original shows. According to the trade magazine, Broadcast, Gold "has secured a 
budget running into "double-digit millions" to create a raft of new comedy shows over 
the next two years." the article went on to say "the channel is looking to develop a mix 
of panel shows, sketch shows, sitcoms and comedy dramas." This move means Gold will 
follow its sister, Dave, which has resurrected Red Dwarf and produced numerous 
different panel and entertainment shows, and BSkyB, who have invested £600m into 
original comedy for Sky 1 and Sky Atlantic. The first set of new shows for Gold are 
expected to be broadcast in the latter half of 2012.4 


UKTV executive Jane Rogers stated to Broadcast that the commissions would be high- 
quality, as "they'd need to sit confidently alongside classics such as Only Fools And 
Horses and The Vicar of Dibley." She also added that "Gold is well entrenched in the 
UK's psyche as the home of national treasure comedies, so we cannot afford to look 
cheap next to those programmes. It's important that anything we order continues that 
love and feel, but we don't want to look back; we want a contemporary stamp on the 
channel." Commissioning editor Sarah Fraser commented that "there's never been a 
better time to invest in homegrown comedy. Comedians are selling out arena tours, 
being cast in the West End and on the big screen here and in the US."4 


The first programme announced as part of the investment was a reboot of 

classic BBC sitcom, Yes, Prime Minister, to be based on the popular 2010 stage show 
and is to be written by original writers Sir Antony Jay and Jonathan Lynn. The reboot was 
the second classic BBC sitcom to be resurrected by a UKTV network, following the two 
Dave-commissioned series of Red Dwarf. News about other new commissions for the 
channel were expected during the summer.4 


Freeview(edit] 


The channel was removed from Freeview in 2013, along with Home as part of the 
closure of Top Up TV and was replaced with Drama in July 2013. However, Home 
relaunched on the platform in March 2016. Gold and Home were not available to watch 
on Freeview boxes and televisions due to them being encrypted as subscription 
channels on Top Up TV. 


Subsidiary channels[edit] 
Gold +1[edit] 


Alongside the main channel, a time shift channel is also operated: Gold +1. The 
channel, previously named UK Gold +1 and UKTV Gold +1 when corresponding to the 
name on the main channel, shows all programming from the channel one hour later. 
The channel UK Gold 2 also used to be a time shift, showing the daytime schedule from 
UK Gold in the evening prime time slot. This service ended in 2003. 


Gold HD{edit] 


A HD version of Gold was launched on 2 October 2017 exclusively to Sky, 

replacing Eden HD on the platform. Gold HD was added to Virgin Media on 25 
September 2018, replacing Gold in standard definition. It was added to BT TV on 11 
March 2019, along with Vice HD. 


On-air identity[edit] 


Goldie the UK Gold dog, used from 1992 to 1993 


For the first few years, idents on UK Gold featured an animated golden retriever mascot 
named "Goldie" posing with the UK Gold logo. Goldie was never name-checked as such 
on air, possibly owing to the death of the Blue Peter dog Goldie some weeks before 
launch, although the late-night music video slot Dog House was originally listed 

as Goldie's Video Bites in initial pre-launch listings. The Goldie idents were kept until 
1993, when they were replaced with a form-up of the first logo against a blue 
background. A re-branding in 1994 saw UK Gold adopt idents based on the forging of 
gold bars, with the station's logo appearing to have been stamped into gold. Variations 
on this theme were used until 1997, when the channel received a revamp as part of the 
formation of the UKTV network.™ 


KEEPING UP 
APPEARANCES 


ma GOLD 


A holding slide for the television programme Keeping Up Appearances which demonstrates the 
1997-1999 corporate style 


The new network's corporate identity saw all its channels logos simplified to a boxed 
"UK" followed by the name (e.g. "Gold") in the Gill Sans font, which had also been 
adopted by the BBC. The new network-wide ident theme would involve the splitting of 
the screen for different purposes. UK Gold's new idents depicted objects such as apples 
or leaves falling through the top half of the screen, with only the gold coloured ones 
reaching the bottom half of the screen. These idents were briefly adopted for UK Gold 2 
when it launched in 1998.4 


In 1999, the theme changed again, this time with idents featuring fireworks making 
shapes in the air. The fireworks theme was carried on in a new set of idents, alongside 
another network-wide re-branding of the logo in 2002, adopting a bolder font and 
merging UK into a single composite character. A range of live-action idents showing 
everyday activities from unusual perspectives appeared in 2002. The 2003 to 2007 
idents showed channel hopping viewers with their TV set "off stage" being brought to a 
halt by the appearance of a golden light accompanied by the channel's ident jingle. This 
new identity also featured a series of shifting yellow, orange and red blocks which 
suggested a gold bar at the centre of the screen.” 


On 4 April 2007, UKTV Gold unveiled a new on-air identity centred around a branded 
golden space hopper, playing to contemporary trends toward 1970s nostalgia, and 
emphasising the station's re-run content. 12 new live action idents featured the 
branded space hopper, either with people on them bouncing around normally serious 
scenes, or let loose to bounce around the natural environment, aired from 5 April 2007 
to 7 October 2008.2" 


On 7 October 2008, following the rebranding, Gold's current presentation debuted, 
featuring cartoon objects making a giant chain, in Heath Robinson fashion, which 
triggers an event to herald the next programme. The Gold logo features in the centre, 
with the channel slogan usually appearing alongside in the sequence. Programmes are 
announced by sole channel continuity announcer David Flynn, who has had the position 
since June 2009. 


In July 2014, Gold rebranded after over 6 years in its original identity. The logo is a 
ribbon with the letters "GOLD". The new idents have funny and wacky stuff happening 
(such as dancing legs). At the end of the idents, the ribbon comes out saying "GOLD", 
while the activity behind it is still going. 


Programming[edit] 


The output of the channel is mainly British comedy programmes including repeats 

of BBC shows and sometimes feature-length films. The following is a list of all the 
programmes that have been shown over the years, plus ones that are currently being 
shown: 


Current([edit] 


e 2point4 Children 

e 15 Storeys High 

e Absolutely Fabulous 

e Are You Being Served? 


The Armando lannucci Shows 
As Time Goes by 

Bellamy's People 

Big School 

Big Train 

A Bit of Fry & Laurie 
Blackadder 

Black Books 

Blandings 

The Bleak Old Shop of Stuff 
Boomers 

Bottom 

Bridget & Eamon 


The Brittas Empire 
Bull (Gold commission) 


Chef! 

Citizen Khan 

Come Fly with Me 

Comic Roots 

Dad's Army 

dinnerladies 

Early Doors 

Ever Decreasing Circles 

The Fast Show 

Fawlty Towers 

Filthy, Rich and Catflap 
French and Saunders 

Game On 

Garth Marenghi's Darkplace 
Gavin & Stacey 

Getting On 

Gimme Gimme Gimme 

The Good Life 

Goodness Gracious Me 
Goodnight Sweetheart (Also shown on Forces TV) 
Green Wing 

The Green Green Grass 
Harry Enfield and Chums 
Harry Hill's TV Burp 

Henry IX (Gold commission) 
Hi-de-Hi! 

House of Fools 

Human Remains 

I'm Alan Partridge 

Inside No. 9 

The Interviews (Gold commission) 
Jam 

Keeping Up Appearances 


Knowing Me Knowing You with Alan Partridge 
Last of the Summer Wine 

The League of Gentlemen 

Legends of Stand-up And Bernard Righton (Gold commission) 
The Life of Rock with Brian Pern 

Life's Too Short 

Limmy's Show 

Little Britain 

Live at the Apollo 

Lucky Feller 

Marley's Ghosts (Gold commission) 
Men Behaving Badly (series 3 onwards) 
Michael Mcintyre's Comedy Roadshow 
The Mighty Boosh 

Miranda 

Morgana Robinson's The Agency 

Mrs. Brown's Boys 

Murder on the Blackpool Express (Gold commission) 
My Hero 

Nathan Barley 

Nighty Night 

Not Going Out 

Nurse 

The Office 

One Foot in the Grave 

Only Fools and Horses 

Open All Hours 

Peep Show 

The Piglet Files 

Porridge 

Psychoville 

The Rebel (Gold commission) 

Rock & Chips 

The Royle Family 

A Sharp Intake of Breath 

Shooting Stars 

Smack the Pony 

The Smell of Reeves and Mortimer 
Snuff Box 

Sorry! 

Spaced 

Stag 

Steptoe and Son 

Stewart Lee's Comedy Vehicle 

Still Open All Hours 

The Story of Only Fools and Horses(Gold commission) 
The Thick of It 

The Thin Blue Line 


e To the Manor Born 

e The Tommy Cooper Hour 

e The Trip 

e Two Doors Down 

e Two Pints of Lager and a Packet of Crisps 

e The Two Ronnies Spectacle (Gold commission) 
e Upstart Crow 

e The Vicar of Dibley 

e Vic Reeves Big Night Out 

e Wallace & Gromit 

e Wae Have Been Watching (Gold commission) 
e You, Me & Them (Gold commission) 

e You Rang, M'Lord? 

e The Young Ones 


PreviousS(edit] 


Programming of classic general entertainment and movies now unused or superseded 
on 7 October 2008. Some programmes that were shown on UKTV G2 moved to other 
channels sometime later when it was renamed Dave in October 2007. However, most of 
the classic comedy series includes re-runs of some BBC shows which are used only on 
this channel. Some of its classic general entertainment shows moved to other UKTV 
channels such as W and Drama. 


e 5 Minute Mayhem (Gold commission) 

e 30 Years of The Comic Strip Presents(Gold commission) 
e 100 Years of Horror 

e The A-Team 

e According to Jim 

e The Adventures of the Galaxy Rangers 

e The Adventures of Jeffrey 

e After Henry 

e After The Show 

e After You've Gone 

e The Afternoon Play 

e Agatha Christie's Poirot 

e Aim Low: The Best of Dylan Moran 

e Airport 

e Alas Smith and Jones 

e Alan Davies: As Yet Untitled (now on Dave) 
e Alexei Sayle's Stuff 

e Alistair McGowan's Big Impression 

e All Creatures Great and Small (now on Drama) 
e All Gas and Gaiters 

e ‘Allo ‘Allo! (now on Drama) 

e „And Mother Makes Three 

e „And Mother Makes Five 

e Anne of Avonlea 


e Angels 


Animal Capers 

Animal Park 

Ask the Family 

Auf Wiedersehen, Pet (now on Drama) 
Ballet Shoes 

Ballykissangel (now on Drama) 
Bangkok Hilton 

Baywatch 


Beggar My Neighbour 
Ben Elton: The Man from Auntie 


The Ben Elton Show 

Bergerac (now on Drama) 

The Best of Tommy Cooper (now on Yesterday) 
The Best of Top of the Pops (1980's) 

Between the Lines (now on Drama) 

Beverly Hills Teens 

Bewitched 

Big Break 

Big Deal 

Billionaire Boy 

The Bill (now on W and Drama) 

Bill Hicks Live: Relentless 

Bill Hicks: It's Just a Ride 

Bill Hicks: Qne Night Stand 

Bill Hicks: Revelations 

Bill Hicks: Sane Man 

Birds of a Feather (now on Drama) 

A Bit of a Do (now on Drama) 

Blackadder Exclusive: The Whole Rotten Saga (Gold commission) 
Blackadder's Most Cunning Moments(Gold commission) 
Blake's 7 

Blankety Blank (now on Challenge) 

Bless This House (now on Forces TV) 

Blott on the Landscape 

Blue Peter (Early Classics) 

The Blue Planet (now on Eden and Yesterday) 

The Bob Monkhouse Show 

Bob Monkhouse: The Million Joke Man(Gold commission) 
Bob Monkhouse: On The Spot (Gold commission) 
Bob's Full House 

Boon (now on Drama) 

Bottom Live 

Bottom Live: The Big Number Two Tour 

Bottom Live 3: Hooligan's Island 

Bottom Live 2001: An Arse Oddity 

Bottom Live 2003: Weapons Grade Y-Fronts Tour 
The Boy in the Dress 

Boys from the Blackstuff 


Bravestarr 

Bread (now on Drama) 

Bring Me Morecambe & Wise (Gold commission) (now on Drama) 
Britain's Greatest Comedian (Gold commission) 
The Brothers 

Brush Strokes (now on Drama) 
Bugs 

Bullseye (now on Challenge) 
Butterflies (now on Drama) 

Button Moon 

Callan 

Campion 

Canned Carrott 

Capital City 

Captain Pugwash 

Captain Scarlet and the Mysterons 
Carrie's War (1974 version) 
Carrott Confidential 

Carrott's Lib 

Carry on Laughing 

Casualty (now on Drama) 

The Catherine Tate Show (now on W) 
Catherine Tate's Nan 

Celebrity Masterchef (now on W) 
Chambers 

Chancer 

The Changes 

Charlie's Angels 

Chelmsford 123 (now on All 4) 
Cheers (now on Channel 4) 
Chocky 

The Chronicles of Narnia 

Citizen Smith (now on Drama) 
Clarence 

Clocking Off 

Coast (now on Yesterday) 

Colditz 

Colin's Sandwich 

Comedy Connections 

The Comedy Genius of John Sullivan 
The Comic Strip Presents 
Commercial Breakdown 

Common as Muck 

Coogan's Run 

Cool It 

Count Duckula 

Coupling 

Cowboys 


Cracker 

Crapston Villas 

Creature Comforts (now on Drama) 

Crime Traveller 

Crossroads 

Dad's Army: The Lost Episodes (Gold commission) 
Dallas 

Dalziel and Pascoe (now on Alibi and Drama) 
Dancing with the Stars 

Danger Mouse (Original series) 

Danger UXB 

Dangerfield (now on Drama) 

The Darling Buds of May 

Dave's One Night Stand 

David Copperfield 

David Jason: My Life On Screen (Gold commission) 
David Jason: Planes, Trains and Automobiles (Gold commission) 
The Day of the Triffids 

Dear John (now on Drama) 

Defenders of the Earth 

Degrassi Junior High 

The Detectives 

The Dick Emery Show 

Dinnerladies Diaries (Gold commission) 
The District Nurse 

DIY SOS (now on Home) 

Dr. Terrible's House of Horrible 

Doctor Who (Classic Series) 

Doctors (Early Classics) 

Doomwatch 

Don't Wait Up 

Do Not Disturb (Gold commission) 

Down to Earth 

Driving School 

The Duchess of Duke Street (now on Drama) 
Due South 

Dungeons and Dragons 

Duty Free 

Dynasty 

Dylan Moran Live - What It Is 

Dylan Moran - Yeah Yeah Yeah Live 
EastEnders (Early Classics) (now on Drama) 
Eddie Izzard: Force Majeure - Live 

Edge of Darkness 

Eldorado 

Elizabeth R 

The Equalizer 

Euromillions: Boom! Bang a Bang! 


Executive Stress 

Every Second Counts 

Extras 

Extreme Makeover: Home Edition 

Fairly Secret Army 

The Fall and Rise of Reginald Perrin(now on Drama) 
Family Affairs 

Family Fortunes (now on Challenge) 

Fantasy Island 

Father, Dear Father 

Fawlty Towers: Re-Opened (Gold commission) 
Fawlty Towers: Basil's Best Bits (Gold commission) 
The Firm (1989 film) 

First Born 

First of the Summer Wine 

The Flame Trees of Thika 

Flash Gordon 

The Flying Doctors 

The Fourth Arm 

Frank Stubbs Promotes 

Frankie Howerd: The Lost Tapes 

French Fields (now on Drama) 

Fresh Fields (now on Drama) 

Friday Night with Jonathan Ross 

Fry And Laurie Reunited (Gold commission) 
Full House 

Funny You Ask (Gold commission) 

Galaxy Rangers 

Gangsters 

The Generation Game: Then Again(Gold commission) 
George and Mildred (now on ITV3) 

Get Some In! 

Give Us a Clue 

Going for Gold 

Going Straight 

Gold Goes Pop (Gold commission) 

The Good Old Days 

The Goodies 

Grace and Favour 

Grange Hill (Early Classics) 

The Greatest Christmas Comedy Moments (Gold commission) 
Hamish Macbeth 

Hannay 

Happy Days (now on True Entertainment) 
Happy Ever After 

Happy Families 

Harbour Lights 

Harry & Paul 


Hattie (now on Drama) 

Have | Got News for You (Early Classics) 

Hazell 

Heartbeat (now on ITV3) 

Hearts and Bones 

Hebburn 

The Hello Girls 

Heroes of Comedy 

Hetty Wainthropp Investigates (now on Drama) 
The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy 

Holby City (Early Classics) (now on Drama) 
Holocaust 

Holy Flying Circus 

Home and Away (Early Classics) 

Home to Roost 

Hope and Glory (now on Drama) 

A Horseman Riding By 

Hotel 

The House of Eliott (now on Drama) 

Howards' Way 

How The Young Ones Changed Comedy (Gold commission) 
l, Claudius 

| Dream of Jeannie 

The Imaginatively Titled Punt & Dennis Show 
The Incredible Adventures of Professor Branestawm 
In Concert 

In Justice 

In Loving Memory (now on ITV3) 

In Sickness and in Health 

In The Best Possible Taste 

Inspector Morse (now on ITV3) 

It Ain't Half Hot Mum 

It Wouldn't be Christmas Without... Top 10 (Gold commission) 
It's a Knockout 

It's Ulrika! 

Ivanhoe 

Jack Dee's Happy Hour 

Jack the Ripper (now on Drama) 

lamie & the Magic Torch 

The Jasper Carrott Trial 

Jeeves and Wooster 

Jem 

Jim'll Fix It Strikes Again (Gold commission) 
Jo Brand's Great Wall of Comedy (Gold commission) 
Joe 90 

John Bishop's Christmas Show 

Jonathan Creek (now on Alibi and Drama) 

Josh (now on Dave) 


Juliet Bravo (now on Drama) 

Just a Minute 

just Good Friends (now on Drama) 
Keep It in the Family 

Ken Dodd's World of Laughter 
The Kenny Everett Television Show 
A Kick Up the Eighties 

Kinsey 

Kiss Me Kate 

The Kit Curran Radio Show 

Knots Landing 

Kojak (now on ITV4) 

KYTV 

Lassie 

Laurel and Hardy 

Lazarus & Dingwall 

Legacy of Murder 


The Lenny Henry Show 
Let Them Eat Cake 


A Life of Grime 

Life Without George 

Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous 
The Likely Lads 

Like It or Lump It 

Like, Totally... Dylan Moran Live 
Linda Green 

Little Britain USA 

Live at Jongleurs 

The Liver Birds (now on Drama) 
Lizzie and Sarah 

Lois & Clark: The New Adventures of Superman 
London's Burning (now on Drama) 
The Lotus Eaters 

Lovejoy (now on Drama) 

Love Thy Neighbour 

Lytton's Diary 

Made in Britain 

Magnum, P.I. (now on ITV4) 

Maid Marian and Her Merry Men 
Maisie Raine (now on Alibi and Drama) 
Man About the House (now on ITV3) 
A Many Splintered Thing 

Marion and Geoff (series 1) 

The Mary Whitehouse Experience 
MasterChef 

Mastermind (Early Classics) 

Match of the Day (Early Classics) 
May to December 


Meantime 

The Men's Room 

Merseybeat 

Miami Vice 

Middlemarch 

Minder (now on ITV4) 

Miss Marple (now on Alibi and Drama) 
Monarch of the Glen (now on Drama) 

Monty Python's Flying Circus 

Monty Python: Before The Flying Circus 
Monty Python's Best Bits (Gold commission) 
Monty Python Live at Aspen 

Monty Python Live at the Hollywood Bowl 
Monty Python Live (Mostly) (Gold commission) 
The Monty Python Story 

Monty Python's The Meaning of Live(Gold commission) 
Moon and Son 

The Morecambe & Wise Show 

Morecambe and Wise: The Greatest Moment (Gold commission) 
Morecambe and Wise in America (Gold commission) 
The Morph Files 

Mother Love 

Murder Most Horrid 

Murder, She Wrote (now on ITV3) 

My Family (now on W and Drama) 

My Family and Other Animals 

My Favourite Sketch (Gold commission) 
Naked Video 

Neighbours (Early Classics) 

Never Mind the Quality, Feel the Width 

Never the Twain (now on Forces TV) 

The New Adventures of Old Christine 

The New Avengers 

The New Statesman (now on London Live) 
New Tricks (now on Alibi and Drama) 
Newman and Baddiel in Pieces 

Nice Work 

No Place Like Home (now on Drama) 

Not the Nine O'Clock News 

NYPD Blue 

Odd Man Out 

Odd One Out 

Oh, Brother! 

Oh, Doctor Beeching! 

The Old Guys 

The Omid Djalili Show 

One by One 

The One Ronnie 


The Onedin Line (now on Drama) 

Only Fools and Horses Greatest Moments (Gold commission) 
Only When I Laugh (now on ITV4) 

On the Buses (now on ITV3) 

Operation Good Guys 

Oppenheimer 

Outnumbered (now on W and Drama) 
OWL/TV 

The Pallisers 

The Paradise Club 

Parkinson 

Parrot Sketch Not Included - 20 Years of Monty Python 
Pat and Margaret 

Paul Daniels' Quick Trick (Gold commission) 
The Paul & Pauline Calf Video Diaries 
Peak Practice 

Perry Mason 

Penmarric 

Pib and Pog 

Pie in the Sky (now on Drama) 

The Pink Panther Show 

Planet Earth (now on Eden and Yesterday) 
Playing the Field 

Poldark 

Police Squad! 

Pop Profile (Gold commission) 

Popeye 

Porridge: Inside Out (Gold commission) 
Porterhouse Blue 

Pramface 

Pride and Prejudice (now on Drama) 
Prime Suspect 

Prison Break 

Prisoner 

Private Schulz 

The Professionals (now on ITV4) 
Professor Branestawm Returns 

Pulling 

QI (now on Dave) 

Quantum Leap (now on Forces TV) 

A Question of Sport 

Rab C. Nesbitt 

Rainbow 

Record Breakers 

Red Dwarf (now on Dave) 

Rentaghost 

Rev. 

Rex the Runt 


Rhoda 

Richard E. Grant on Ealing Comedies(Gold commission) 
Ripping Yarns (now on Yesterday) 

Rising Damp (now on ITV3) 

Rob Brydon: Live 

Robbie the Reindeer 

Robin Hood 

Robin's Nest 

Rock Goes to College 

Rock Profile 

The Rockford Files 

Roger & Val Have Just Got In 

Room 101 (series 1-3) 

The Rory Bremner Show 

Rosie 

Rowan Atkinson Live 

Rowland Rivron Bites The Bullet (Gold commission) 
Royle Exclusive: Behind The Sofa(Gold commission) 
The Royle Family Portraits (Gold commission) 
Ruby Wax Meets... 

Rude Dog and the Dweebs 

Rumpole of the Bailey (now on Drama) 

The Russ Abbot Show 

Rutland Weekend Television 

Saluting Dad's Army (Gold commission) 

Sapphire & Steel 

Saxondale 

The Scold's Bridle 

Scotch and Wry 

Screen One 


The Sculptress 
Seaside Rescue 


The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole 

The Secret Garden 

Selwyn 

A Sense of Guilt 

Seven of One 

Shadows of the Heart 

Sharon and Elsie 

Sharpe (now on Drama) 

Shelley (now on Forces TV) 

Shoestring 

Shut That Door! 

Silent Witness (now on Alibi and Drama) 
Sitcom Does... (Gold commission) 

The Sitcom Showdown (Gold commission) 
The Six Wives of Henry VIII 


Sleepers 


Slinger's Day (now on Forces TV) 

Smashie's Christmastastic Playlist(Gold commission) 
So What Now? 

Soldier Soldier (now on Drama) 

Solo 

Some Mothers Do ‘Ave 'Em (now on Drama) 
Sons and Daughters 

South of the Border 

Spender 

Spitting Image 

Sports Anorak of the Year 

Stark 

Stars in Their Eyes (now on Challenge) 
Starstruck Classics (Gold commission) 
Stay Lucky 

Stella Street 

Steve Coogan: The Inside Story 

Steve Coogan Live 'N' Lewd 

Steve Coogan - The Man Who Thinks He's it! 
Steve Coogan as Alan Partridge and Other Less Successful Characters - Live! 
Stingray 

The Story of Dibley 

The Sullivans 

Survivors 

The Sweeney (now on ITV4) 

Sykes 

Taggart (now on Alibi and Drama) 

Take a Letter, Mr. Jones 

Tales of the Unexpected (now on Sky Arts) 
Tears Before Bedtime 

Tenko (now on Drama) 

Telford's Change 

Telly Addict (Gold commission) 

Tellystack (Gold commission) 

Terry and June (now on Drama) 

That Mitchell and Webb Look 

That's Showbusiness 

Then Churchill Said to Me (Gold commission) 
This Life 

The Thoughts of Chairman Alf 
Thunderbirds 

Three of a Kind 

Three Up, Two Down 

Till Death Us Do Part 

Time Trumpet 

The Tony Ferrino Phenomenon 

To Serve Them All My Days 

Traffic Cops (now on W) 


e Triangle 

e A Tribute To Bruce Forsythe 

e The Tripods 

e Tripper's Day (now on Forces TV) 

e TV: Now and Then (Gold commission) 

e The Two Ronnies (now on Yesterday) 

e The Two Ronnies Sketchbook 

e The Upchat Line 

e Van der Valk 

e Vanity Fair 

e A Very Peculiar Practice 

e The Vicar of Dibley's 40 Greatest Moments (Gold commission) 
e Victoria Wood as Seen on TV 

e Victoria Wood's Mid Life Christmas 

e Victoria Wood with All The Trimmings 

e Visionaries: Knights of the Magical Light 

e Waiting for God (now on Drama) 

e Waking the Dead (now on Drama) 

e Walking with Dinosaurs 

e Walliams & Friend 

e Waterloo Road 

e The Weakest Link (now on Challenge) 

e We Love the Royle Family 

e We're Doomed! The Dad's Army Story 

e Whatever Happened to the Likely Lads? (now on Yesterday) 
e When the Boat Comes In (now on Drama) 

e When Were We Funniest? (Gold commission) 

e Where the Heart Is (now on ITV3) 

e Who Do You Think You Are? 

e Whoops Baghdad 

e Wogan: Now and Then (Gold commission) 

e A Word with Alf (Gold commission) 

e The Worst Week of My Life 

e The Wrong Mans 

e Yes Minister (now on Yesterday) 

e Yes, Prime Minister: Re-Elected (Gold commission) 
e You Bet! 

e The Young Ones 20 Greatest Moments(Gold commission) 
e You're Only Young Twice (now on ITV3) 


Other ventures/edit] 


An analogue teletext service known as GoldText used to be available on the channel, 
but has since closed down. 


See also[edit] 


e UKTV 


e Television in the United Kingdom 
e BBC Worldwide 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "Flextech Set To Acquire TCI Programming". Telecompaper. 21 December 1993. 
Retrieved 5 May 2013. 

2. ^ "Flextech Reveals BBC, UK Gold Talks". Sat-net.com. 14 August 1996. Retrieved 5 
May 2013. 

3. ^ Horsman, Mathew (30 October 1996). "Flextech ties up pay-TV deal". The Independent. 
Retrieved 5 May 2013. 

4. ^ "Flextech Set To Agree Channels Deal With BBC". Telecompaper. 16 August 1996. 
Retrieved 5 May 2013. 

5. ^ "Flextech and BBC Discuss TV Venture". The New York Times. 15 August 1996. 
Retrieved 5 May 2013. 

6. ^ "UKTV to rebrand all channels". Broadcast. 12 June 2008. Retrieved 13 June 2008. 

7. ^ Jump up to:? 2< "UKTV GOLD to invest millions in new comedies". British Comedy Guide. 
16 February 2012. Retrieved 5 May 2013. 

8. ^ "GOLD orders new Yes, Prime Minister series". British Comedy Guide. 29 March 2012. 
Retrieved 5 May 2013. 

9. ^ Jump up to: 2*4 Walker, Hayden. "UK Gold". TVARK: The Online Television Museum. 
Retrieved 23 October 2011. 

10. ^ Oatts, Joanne (4 April 2007). "UKTV Gold bounces back with £10m new look". Digital 
Spy. Retrieved 5 May 2013. 


External links[edit] 
e Official website 


W (British TV channel) 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


(Redirected from W (UK TV channel)) 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


Ww 


Launched 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Formerly called 


Sister channel(s) 


Timeshift service 


Website 


7 October 2008 
(as Watch) 


UKTV 


(BBC Studios) 


1080i HD 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


0.36% 
0.03% (+1) (June 2019, BARB) 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


English 


United Kingdom 


Ireland 


Watch (2008-16) 


Alibi 


Yesterday 


W +1 


w.uktv.co.uk 


Availability 


Satellite 


Sky Channel 109 (HD) 
Channel 209 (+1) 
Channel 809 (SD) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 125 (SD) 


Channel 190 (+1) 
Channel 211 (HD) 


Virgin Media Channel 160 
Ireland 

IPTV 
TalkTalk TV Channel 311 
BT TV Channel 311 (SD) 


Channel 383 (HD) 


Plusnet TV Channel 311 (SD) 
Channel 383 (HD) 


Eir Vision Channel 109 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 
Virgin TV Watch live (UK only) 
TalkTalk TV Watch live (UK only) 
BT TV Watch live (UK only) 


W (formerly Watch) is a British pay television channel that was launched on 7 October 
2008.4 On 15 February 2016, the channel was rebranded as W.2 


History[edit] 


The channel launched on 7 October 2008 as the new flagship channel for the UKTV 
network of channels. The channel would feature general entertainment programmes, 
primarily from the programme archive of the BBC, who own a 50% share of the network 
through the corporation's commercial arm BBC Worldwide. The channel featured 
flagship programmes from the BBC, such as Torchwood, general entertainment 
programmes from the corporation and international variations to popular current British 
programming, such as Dancing with the Stars (US version of popular BBC 

programme Strictly Come Dancing) and the various American editions of Wipeout, 
which is titled as Tota/ Wipeout USA to avert confusion with the same-named British 
programme. The channel also featured programmes displaced following the 
repositioning of other UKTV channels, such as the move of all non-crime drama to the 
channel following Alibi's launch, and programming already shown on other UKTV 
channels in greater numbers, such as Traffic Cops. The Watch Channel Controller is 
currently Paul Moreton. 


Subsidiary channels[edit] 
W +1{edit] 


The channel also operates a timeshift service, called W +1, where the programme 
schedule is repeated by the channel one hour later. The channel receives no special 
branding, with the occasional exception of a special Digital on-screen graphic (DOG). It 
launched the same day as the main Watch channel on 7 October 2008 and was reported 
by AGB Nielsen Media Research on 2 September 2008. 


W HD(edit] 


On 29 July 2011, UKTV announced that it had secured a deal with Sky to launch three 
more high-definition channels on their platform. As part of Virgin Media's deal to sell its 
share of UKTV, all five of UKTV's HD channels would also be added to Virgin's cable 
television service by 2012. Watch HD launched on 12 October 2011 on Sky and Virgin 
Media, two days after Dave HD, while Alibi HD launched in July 2012. All three channels 
are HD simulcasts of the standard-definition channels mss 


On-air identity[edit] 
2008-2016 (edit) 


When Watch launched in October 2008, along with G.O.L.D. and Alibi, the original on 
screen identity featured a large eyeball nicknamed 'Blinky'. The music used in the 
background of the television advertisements is 'You Will Leave a Mark' by Oxford band A 
Silent Film. The channels original idents featured a liveaction video of the eyeball being 
pushed around by a large and varied group of people around various settings until the 
eyeball ends up in the centre of the screen and the Watch name appears at the bottom 
of the screen. The set of four idents were produced by Red Bee Media for the channel. 
However, in April 2009, the four existing idents were edited by Aardman Animations to 
make the inflatable eyeball blink. In addition, four new CGI idents were introduced as 
well as the edited idents and in May 2010, a new ident for Scream if You Know the 
Answer! 


During May 2010, UKTV were reportedly planning to overhaul the brand identity of 
Watch, after only eighteen months in operation. The broadcaster held a branding 
agency pitch and made an appointment within a month, with the review was being 
handled by creativebrief. The work included the creation of a fresh logo, strap-line and 
tone of voice for the channel, however, a spokeswoman for UKTV denied suggestions 
that the broadcaster would change the name of the channel and said that the overhaul 
was about "tweaking the brand and aligning it better with our overall strategy". 


The new Watch logo and channel presentation launched on 23 September 2010, 
focusing on the idea that "TV is better shared!". The new identity, created by agency 
Harriman Steel, includes a new strapline, "Watch... together", along with new idents, 
end frames and a new logo. The idents feature a scene against a black background with 
various elements of the scene being provided, by people in black outfits. The scenes 
progress with the appearance of the film being seen in reverse until the ident pans to a 
screen displaying three phrases related to the scene ending with the word "together." 
before the Watch logo is placed over the last phrase forming the channel tagline. Other 
promotional material makes use of the channel tagline or the appearance that the 
channel promotions are held in place by the black dressed men, as seen by the various 
covered hands shown at the edge of promotion end boards. 


On 23 January 2012, it was announced that Watch would receive a rebrand for a second 
time, created by DixonBaxi, and was to be launched on 7 February 2012, but new 
idents were made on 9 March 2012. 


2016-present(edit] 


On 15 January 2016, it was announced that Watch would be rebranded as W on 15 
February 2016.24 


Logo history[edit] 


watch 


7 October 2008 - 22 September 2010 


23 September 2010 - 12 February 2012 


13 February 2012 - 14 February 2016 


15 February 2016 - present 


Programming[edit] 
Current(edit] 


The channel broadcasts a variety of programmes from the archives of the BBC and from 
international broadcasters. The following programmes are currently airing on the 
channel: 


e 999 Rescue Squad 

e American Housewife 

e Beverly Hills Pawn 

e The Bill 

e Border Patrol 

e Boston's Finest 

e Booze Patrol Australia 

e The Catherine Tate Show 

e Celebrity Advice Bureau 

e Celebrity Haunted Mansion 

e Celebrity Haunted Mansion: High Spirits 
e Celebrity MasterChef 

e Choccywoccydoodah 

e Code Black 

e Criminal Minds: Beyond Borders 

e Crisis 

e David Beckham: Into The Unknown 
e Derren Brown 

e DIY SOS 

e Doctor Who 

e Dynamo: Magician Impossible 

e Emma Willis: Delivering Babies 

e Extreme Makeover: Home Edition 


Gavin & Stacey 

Grimm 

Heston's Fantastical Food 
Honey I Bought The House 

In the Club 

I've Got Something To Tell You 
John Bishop: In Conversation With... 
Jonathan Creek 

Luther 

MasterChef USA 

Million Dollar Intern 

The Musketeers 

My Family 

Nev's Indian Call Centre 

Nick Knowles’ Original Features 
Oddities 

One Born Every Minute 
Qutnumbered 

Russell Howard's Good News 
Sea City 

Sherlock 

Stacey Dooley Investigates 

The Secrets in My Family 

The Strain 

Supernanny 

Tipping Point 

Traffic Cops 

The Wave 

WIA 

Who Do You Think You Are? (UK TV series) 
Who Do You Think You Are? (U.S. TV series) 


PreviousS(edit] 


Absolutely Fabulous 
Alcatraz 


Atlantis 

Bailiffs 

Battlechefs 

Beauty & the Beast 
Being Human 

Believe 

Ben Earl: Trick Artist 
Best In Town 

Betty White's Off Their Rockers 
Bin There, Dump That 
Blues and Twos 

The Blue Planet 


Border Patrol (U.S. TV series) 

Cars, Cops And Criminals 

Celebrity Haunted Hotel Live 

Celebrity Haunted Hotel: Do Not Disturb 
Choccywoccydoodah: Starstruck 
Coastguard Florida 

Confessions from the Underground 
Covert Affairs 

Dangerman: The Incredible Mr. Goodwin 
Daredevil 

David Attenborough's Natural Curiosities 
Dynamo: Magician Impossible 

Dynamo Live at The O2 

EastEnders 

Emergency Bikers 
Escape to the Country 
Fake or Fortune? 

Flights & Fights - Inside The Low Cost Airlines 
Get Me to the Church 

The Hairy Bikers' Cookbook 

Haunted Collector 

Haunted Highway 

Helicopter Heroes 

Hollywood Treasure 

The Honourable Woman 

Human Planet 

Humble Pie 

Iceland Foods: Life in the Freezer Cabinet 
Jackpots And Jinxes: Lottery Stories 
Katherine Mills: Mind Games 

Kolkata with Sue Perkins 

MasterChef Australia 

MasterChef USA Junior 

The Men Who Jump Off Buildings 

My Breasts And | 

My Flat - Pack Home 

Nigel Marven's Cruise Ship Adventure 
Paranormal Witness 

Perception 

Planet Dinosaur 

Planet Earth 

Police Beat 

Pointless 

Pride and Prejudice 

Primeval: New World 

Recruits: Paramedics 

Rescue: Code One 

The Restoration Man 


e Resurrection 

e Rick Stein's Far Eastern Odyssey 

e Road Patrol Australia 

e The Route Masters: Running London's Roads 
e The Roux Scholarship 2013 

e Sara Cox on Friendship 

e Secrets and Lies 

e Seven Envelopes 


e Silk 
e Singing in the Rainforest 
e Sky Cops 


e Sophie on Fame 

e Stacey Dooley in Australia 

e Stansted: The Inside Story 

e Stranded 

e Street Came UK 

e Supersize My Job 

e Undercover Boss 

e World's Most Talented 

e The World's Strictest Parents 


The channel also produced and broadcast the programmes: Baywatch, Richard & Judy's 
New Position, The Borrowers, Tarrant Lets the Kids Loose, Hart of Dixie, Primeval, The 


Weakest Link, Walking with..., Love Soup, Dancing with the Stars, Outtake TV, and Two 
Pints of Lager and a Packet of Crisps for a time, however, these are no longer broadcast. 


Most watched programmes(ceait] 


The following is a list of the 11 most watched shows on W, based on Live +7 data 
supplied by BARB up to 7 February 2016.42 The number of viewers does not include 
repeats or W +1. 


ie Show Episode ie Date 


1 D namo Magician 2.01 1,927,0 5 July 2012 
Impossible 00 
2 2.02 Bala’ 12 July 2012 
00 
3 2.03 1,793,0 | 19 July 2012 


00 


ear} 28 July 2011 
T 14 July 2011 
ee 21 July 2011 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


E 
: 1,299,0 | 13 March 
ive ee ais 


1,229,0 | 17 April 
E Alcatraz 1.06 - Paxton Petty 2012 
1.08 - The Ames 1,193,0 
Brothers ie ee 
Dynamo: Magician 1,193,0 
Impossible i O ce 
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e UKTV 
e Television in the United Kingdom 
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External links[edit] 


e Official website at TVA 


History[edit] 


The channel originally launched on 30 October 2002 as UK History, a channel for the 
network's historic documentaries. These were previously found on the channel UK 
Horizons; however, the launch of UK History allowed the channel to broadcast more 
programmes in their schedule. The majority of programming on the channel is sourced 
from the BBC programme archive, through the part ownership of the channel by BBC 
Worldwide. The launch of the channel also coincided with the launch of the new digital 
terrestrial provider Freeview, following the collapse of the former provider ITV Digital. 
The service remained unchanged until 8 March 2004, when the channel changed its 
name in line with the rest of the UKTV network to UKTV History. 


The channel was available full-time on all platforms until 15 October 2007 when the 
hours were reduced on the Freeview platform, resulting in the channel stopping 
broadcasting at 6 pm each day. This was a result of the launch of Dave, which took over 
UKTV History broadcast capacity. UKTV History took over the slot used by the 
unsuccessful UKTV Bright Ideas that was sharing a slot with Virgin1 and Babestation. 
w The channel's inability to broadcast in prime time on Freeview resulted in a ratings 
drop. In November 2007, the channel had a 0.3 percent share of all television viewing, 
compared to 0.5 percent a year earlier. This restriction remained until 1 June 2010, 
when broadcast time was extended until 1 am each day, following the closure of 

the Virginl +1 channel on Freeview. As a result, the channel can now broadcast fully 
from 6 am to 1 am daily. 


As part of a network wide programme of relaunching all the UKTV channels under 
unique names and brands, the channel was renamed as Yesterday on 2 March 2009. 
{1 The new channel also took on extra programming including fictional historic series 
and programmes previously broadcast on UKTV Documentary concerning the natural 
history of the British Isles. 


Since 24 July 2012, Yesterday offers more entertainment-led content along with a 

design refresh, which includes a new logo and idents, in order to attract a wider and 
younger audience, along with a new slogan, "Entertainment Inspired By History". For 
example, the channel has broadcast more repeats of situation comedies, such as Last of 
the Summer Wine or Butterflies. 


In late 2014, Yesterday began slowly decreasing the amount of comedy and drama 
shown on the channel and branching out into more factual content, with notable 
additions including natural history, science and engineering alongside the classic slate 
of history programming. 


On 8 December 2015 Yesterday became available on Freesat together with two of its 
UKTV sister channels Drama and former sister channel, Really. 


Yesterday moved to channel 25 on Freeview, a space previously occupied by its former 
sister channel Home, which Discovery, Inc. acquired along with Good Food and Really as 
part of a deal with its current owner BBC Studios. 


Timeshift[edit] 

The channel also operates a time shift channel called Yesterday +1, and UKTV 
History +1 before it, that is available on Sky and Virgin Media and was, until 16th 
January 2019 when it left, available on Freeview. The channel broadcasts 


the Yesterday schedule one hour later than the main channel, but contains no special 
programming or branding, with the occasional exception of a different DOG.4 


Logo history[edit] 


° WUHistory | 
UK History logo used from 30 October 2002 to 7 March 2004 


` udv 
HISTORY 


UKTV History logo used from 8 March 2004 to 1 March 2009 


Yesterday logo used from 2 March 2009 to 23 July 2012 


Yesterday logo used from 24 July 2012 to Present 


Programming[edit] 


The majority of the channel's programmes are sourced from the BBC programme 
archives; however, some are bought in from other terrestrial stations and some 
productions are commissioned by UKTV themselves. Programmes previously shown on 
terrestrial channels like BBC One, Two and Four are usually edited for timing, to 
accommodate the current three commercial breaks within each hour-long programme. 
The most obvious example of this is for programmes originally broadcast on the BBC, as 
material lasting 58 minutes will be edited down to 42 minutes when shown on 
Yesterday. Some of Yesterday's notable programmes include: 


e ‘Allo ‘Allo! 


e Antiques Roadshow 

e Auf Wiedersehen, Pet 

e Bargain Hunt 

e Battleplan 

e Cash in the Attic 

e Celebrity Antiques Road Trip 

e Charles Darwin and the Tree of Life 
e Chemistry: A Volatile History 

e Coast 

e The Dark Ages: An Age of Light 
e David Attenborough's Life Collection 
e Fawlty Towers: Re-Opened 

e Findmypast 

e Genius of Britain 

e Goodnight Sweetheart 

e Great British Railway Journeys 

e Keeping Up Appearances 

e Life in Cold Blood 

e Museum Secrets 

e Ocean Giants 

e One Foot in the Grave 

e Pointless 

e The Queen's Sister 

e The Re-Inventors 

e Secret History 

e The Secret Life Of... 

e Secrets of War 

e Shock and Awe: The Story of Electricity 
e The Sixties: The Beatles Decade 
e Stonewall Uprising 

e The Two Ronnies 

e Time Team 

e To the Manor Born 

e Treasure Detectives 


Whatever Happened to the Likely Lads? 
Who Do You Think You Are? 

Wild Canada 

Wonders of the Solar System 

e Wonders of the Universe 

e The World at War 

e Yes, Prime Minister 


PreviousS(/edit] 


10 Things You Don't Know About 


Above and Beyond 
Africa 


All Creatures Great and Small 
Ancient Rome: The Rise and Fall of an Empire 


Andrew Marr's History of the World 
Animal House 


Atlantis: End of a World, Birth of a Legend 
Attenborough and the Giant Egg 
Auschwitz: The Nazis and 'The Final Solution' 
Australia with Simon Reeve 
Ballykissangel 

Bergerac 

The Best of Men 

Birdsong 

Blackadder 

The Blue Planet 

Bottom (TV Series) 

Boom Bang-a-Bang: 50 Years of Eurovision 
Brave New World with Stephen Hawking 
Brazil with Michael Palin 

The Challenger 

Countryfile 

The Country House Revealed 

The Courageous Heart of Irena Sendler 
David Attenborough's Natural Curiosities 
The Diamond Queen 

Dickinson's Real Deal 

Digging for Britain 

Dinnerladies 

Earth: The Power of the Planet 
Edwardian Farm 

Egypt 

Empire 

Flog It! 

Frozen Planet 

Galápagos 

Ganges 


Great Barrier Reef 

Great British Ghosts 

The Great British Story: A People's History 
The Green Green Grass 

Hattie 

Have | Got News for You 

Hidden Kingdoms 

History Cold Case 

Hitler: The Rise of Evil 

Human Planet 

Ice Age Giants 

Inside Nature's Giants 

Island at War 

Jeeves and Wooster 

Kenneth Williams: Fantabulosa! 
King George and Queen Mary: The Royals who Rescued the Monarchy 
Krakatoa: The Last Days 

Land Girls 

The Last Day of World War One 
Last of the Summer Wine 

Life 

Life in the Undergrowth 

The Life of Birds 

The Life of Mammals 

Life on Earth 

Life on Fire 

The Lost Gods of Easter Island 
Lost Land of the Jaguar 

Lost Land of the Tiger 

Lost Land of the Volcano 

Lovejoy 

Madagascar 

Meet the Romans with Mary Beard 
Michael Wood's Story of England 
Miss Marple 

Mountain Gorilla 

Mummies Alive 

Museum of Life 

Mysteries at the Museum 

Nature's Great Events 

The Nazis: A Warning from History 
New Tricks 

Nuremberg 

Oceans 

The Old Grey Whistle Test: 70s Gold 
Only Fools and Horses 

Open All Hours 

Oz and Hugh Drink to Christmas 


e Oz and James Drink to Britain 
e Parade's End 

e Planet Earth 

e The Planets 

e Porridge 

e The Private Life of Plants 
e The Queen's Palaces 

e Rise ofthe Continents 

e The Royle Family 

e Sharpe 

e The Sixties 

e Steptoe and Son 

e Tenko 

e The Thin Blue Line 

e Timewatch 


e Timothy Spall: ...at Sea 


e Top of the Pops 
e TOWN with Nicholas Crane 


e Treasures of Ancient Rome 
e Victorian Farm 


e Vikings 
e Waiting For God 
e The War 


e Wartime Farm 

e = Wild Africa 

e Wild Arabia 

e Wild Caribbean 

e Wild China 

e Wild Colombia with Nigel Marven 
e Wonders of Life 

e Yellowstone 


See also[edit] 


e UKTV 
e Television in the United Kingdom 
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External links[edit] 


e Official website 
e UK History at TVARK 
e Yesterday at TVARK 
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This article does not cite any sources. Please help improve 
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material may be challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "Play 

UK" - news = newspapers = books = scholar " JSTOR (August 2010) (Learn 
how and when to remove this template message) 


Play UK 


PLAY 


Launched 


Closed 


Owned by 


Formerly called 


Replaced by 


Sister channel(s) 


10 October 1998 


30 September 
2002 


UKTV 
(BBC 


Worldwide/Flextech) 


UK Play (1998- 
2000) 


UK History 


UK Drama 
UK Food 


Availability 


UK Gold 
UK Gold 2 
UK Horizons 


UK Style 


(at time of closure) 


Terrestrial 


ITV Digital 


Satellite 


Astra 1E analogue 


(Between 1 am and 7 am, until 


31 March 2001) 


Sky Digital 


Cable 


NTL 


Telewest 


Channel 37 


Astra 1E, 10.832V 


Channel 217 


Channel 100 


Channel 151 


Play UK was a television channel broadcasting in the United Kingdom as part of 

the UKTV network of channels. The channel had originally been planned as a television 
version of BBC Radio 1 but launched without the Radio 1 tie-up as UK Play on 10 
October 1998, changing its name to Play UK in November 2000. The channel was aimed 
at playing (for most of the time) music in the morning and afternoon, while broadcasting 
comedy during primetime and evenings. 


Play UK broadcast all day on the digital platforms, but on the Sky Analogue platform on 
the Astra 19.2°E satellite system it broadcast between 1 am and 7 am when UK 


Horizons was not broadcasting. 


Music Programming[edit] 


The majority of the music programmes broadcast (quizzes, interviews and compilations) 
on Play UK were produced by themselves. Play UK also used to air reruns of TOTP2, 
which were originally broadcast on BBC Two. 


e The Joy of Decks 

e Mental! - The Music Quiz 

e The Phone Zone (music request programme using The O Zone branding) 
e The Sound of Play 

e The Sound of Disco 

e The UK Top 20 


Comedy programming|[edit] 


Most of the comedy programming on Play UK had already been broadcast on the BBC's 
channels. Play UK also produced original comedy programming and, later on, broadcast 
American comedy and animation. 


Originally produced/American programming (edit] 


e The Alphabet Show 
e Cherry Pop 


e The Chris Moyles Show 

e Duckman 

e 6Ejither/Or 

e futurTV 

e Honky Sausages 

e Joe's Pop Shop 

e The Larry Sanders Show 

e Mark and Lard's Pop Upstairs Downstairs 
e The Mitchell and Webb Situation 
e Pop Will Shoot Itself 

e RE:Brand 

e Rock Profile 

e Swivel on the Tip 

e §=Terrorville 

e TOTP@Play 

e Unnovations 

e Vic Reeves Examines 


BBC shows on rerunsS(edit] 


e 500 Bus Stops 

e Attention Scum! 

e Bang Bang, It's Reeves and Mortimer 
e Big Train 

e Coogan's Run 

e The Day Today 


e Dr. Terrible's House of Horrible 

e The Fast Show 

e Goodness Gracious Me 

e Harry Enfield's Television Programme 

e Hippies 

e I'm Alan Partridge 

e Knowing Me, Knowing You with Alan Partridge’ 
e The League of Gentlemen 

e Marion and Geoff' 


e The Office 
e Operation Good Guys 
e ‘orrible 


e The Royle Family 

e Shooting Stars 

e Sir Bernard's Stately Homes 

e The Smell of Reeves and Mortimer 

e Stella Street 

e Stressed Eric 

e Two Pints Of Lager And A Packet Of Crisps 
e World of Pub 


Closure[edit] 


Play UK closed on 30 September 2002 at 12am due to low ratings because of the 
closure of ITV Digital on 1 May 2002; also it could not compete with MTV. Play UK's 
comedy programming was then moved to UK Gold (now Gold). It was later replaced with 
UK History (now known as Yesterday) exactly one month later. 


External links[edit] 


e The TV Room looks at presentation/branding on the UKTV channels 
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UK Horizons 


UK HORIZONS 


UK Horizons logo from 1997-2001 


Launched 1 November 1997 


Closed 8 March 2004 


Owned by UKTV 


(BBC Worldwide/Virgin Media Television) 


Replaced by UKTV Documentary, 
UKTV People 


Website www.ukhorizons.co.uk 


(no longer active) 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Terrestrial 


ONdigital Channel 43 


Satellite 


Sky Digital Channel 564 
Channel 565 (+1) 


Cable 
NTL Channel 137 
Telewest Channel 225 


Channel 226 (+1) 


UK Horizons was a television channel broadcast in the United Kingdom, as part of 
the UKTV network of channels, showing mainly BBC documentaries. Most programmes 
were abridged for commercial timing purposes. It took its name from 

the BBC series Horizon, which formed a staple of its output in the early years." 


It was launched on 1 November 1997 along with UK Arena and UK Style. It also 
produced extended versions of top BBC brands such as Top Gear and Tomorrow's 
World. The launch editor was Bryher Scudamore and the deputy editor Eddie 
Tulasiewicz.?! 


On 8 March 2004, the channel was replaced by two new channels, UKTV 
Documentary (now called Eden) and UKTV People (later called Blighty, and then 
replaced by Drama). 


Programming[edit] 


e 999 

e 999 Lifesavers 

e Accident and Emergency 

e Airport 

e Animal Hospital 

e Animals in Uniform 

e Animal Park 

e Are You Being Cheated 

e Back to the Floor 

e Blues and Twos 

e The Blue Planet (now on Eden) 
e The Builders 

e Car Years 

e Chopper Coppers 

e The Cops 

e Crash 

e Crime Squad 

e The Cruise 

e Dangerous Driving 

e Drive Hard 

e Disaster 

e Elite Fighting Force 

e Firefighters 

e Forensic Files 

e Gladiators of World War Two 
e Grime Files 

e Local Heroes 

e Radical Highs 

e Rescue Heroes 

e Robot Wars (now on Challenge) 
e Robot Wars Extreme (now on Challenge) 
e Top Bikes 

e Top Gear (now on Dave) 

e Top Gear GTi 

e Top Gear Waterworld 


Referencesledit] 
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3. ^ "UK Horizons to close". Digital Spy. 2004-02-03. 
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Blighty 


Launched 8 March 2004 
Closed 5 July 2013 
Owned by UKTV 


(BBC Worldwide/Scripps Networks 


Interactive) 


Picture format 16:9, 576i (SDTV) 


Audience ~0.0% (November 2012, BARB) 
share 

Slogan One nation under a channel 
Country United Kingdom 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Ireland 


Formerly UKTV People (2004-2009) 
called 
Replaced UK Horizons 


Replaced by Drama 


Sister Alibi 
channel(s) Dave 
Eden 
Gold 
Good Food 
Home 
Really 
Watch 
Yesterday 


Website uktv.co.uk/blighty 


Availability at time of closure 


Satellite 


Sky Channel 534 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 206 


Smallworld Channel 534 
Cable 


IPTV 


TalkTalk TV Channel 118 


Blighty was a British pay television channel broadcasting as part of the UKTV network 
of channels. The channel was originally launched on 8 March 2004. 


History[edit] 


The channel launched on 8 March 2004 as UKTV People, showing repeats of factual 
programming of a lighter nature, based on the people of the world with programmes 
such as Top Gear and the docusoap Airport. Much of this programming had come from 
the former channel UK Horizons, which had closed down the day before. The channel 
itself, along with UKTV Documentary, replaced this channel formally. 


On 9 October 2008, UKTV announced plans to rebrand UKTV People and UKTV 
Documentary in early 2009.4 The news came just two days after UKTV's entertainment 
channels were rebranded to Watch, Gold and Alibi. They announced that UKTV People 
would be rebranded as Blighty and this rebrand took place on 17 February 2009.2 As 
part of the rebrand, some programmes were transferred to channels such as sister 
channel Dave, while the channel acquired some other programmes looking at British 
life. 


The channel closed at midday on 5 July 2013, replaced by Drama on 8 July. 


Timeshift[edit] 


From launch until 18 April 2006, the channel ran a time shift service called UKTV 
People +1 with exactly the same broadcast on a one-hour delay. When the service 
closed, its bandwidth was taken by the newly launched UKTV Drama +1. 


Identity[edit] 


When the channel launched as UKTV People, the idents all featured people depicted 
from different angles set against a screen split in four, before fading into the stacked 
UKTV People logo. This same background also featured on promotions for the channel, 
both on the channel and across the network. Later in early 2007, the idents features a 
live-action footage where the people are working or having activities (E.G Building Site, 
shopping centre) before a red part moving into stacked UKTV People ident over a three 
striped red background. 


When the rebrand to Blighty occurred, a new logo was designed consisting of a brightly 
coloured Union Flag. This is seen on a large scale flying behind the scenes depicted in 
front. These scenes included many people and centred on a number of typically British 
themes: rain, with large wellies, business men with umbrellas and 

people camping; sun with beach scenes, and other summer activities; tea, with all 
methods of making tea celebrated alongside cakes and biscuits and multicultural, 
featuring foreign dances and Indian food and spices. 


Programming[edit] 


Much of the channels programming focused on repeated programming, mainly but not 
exclusively from the BBC, who held a 50 percent stake in the channel through 


commercial arm BBC Worldwide. Additionally, BBC programmes were edited to fit the 
time slot as an original broadcast for an hour-long programme on the BBC might be as 
much as 58 minutes long, whereas the same programme on Blighty might be 42 
minutes long without the commercials. 


e A Life of Grime 

e Air Medics 

e Amazing Adventures of a Nobody 

e Billy Connolly's World Tour of England, Ireland and Wales 
e Blackpool Medics 

e Blues and Twos 

e Britain From Above 

e Britain in Motion 

e British Style Genius 

e The Britpop Story 

e The Builders 

e Coast 

e Dog Borstal 

e Heir Hunters 

e Jeremy Clarkson Meets the Neighbours 
e Monarchy: The Royal Family at Work 

e My Brilliant Britain 

e Rescue Heroes 

e Rory and Paddy's Great British Adventure 
e Save Our Boozer 

e Seaside Rescue 

e Sky Cops 


e Traffic Cops 
e Who Do You Think You Are? 


See also[edit] 


e UKTV 
e Television in the United Kingdom 


References[edit] 
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Archived from the original on 2009-04-30. 
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External links[edit] 


e Official website 


e UKTV at The TV Room 


e Blighty at TVARK 


UKTYV Bright Ideas 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 


Jump to navigationJump to search 


UKTV Bright Ideas 


uctv 
BRIGHT IDEAS 


UKTV Bright Ideas logo used from 2004 to 2007. 


Launched 


Closed 


Owned by 


Formerly called 


Replaced by 


Sister channel(s) 


15 January 2003 


14 October 2007 


UKTV 
(BBC Worldwide/Virgin Media) 


UK Bright Ideas (2003-2004) 


Dave (Freeview) 


UKTV Style 2 (Sky) 


UKTV Documentary 
UKTV Drama 

UKTV Food 

UKTV G2 

UKTV Gardens 
UKTV Gold 

UKTV History 

UKTV People 

UKTV Style 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 19 
Satellite 
Sky Digital Channel 269 
Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 263 
Tiscali TV Channel 41 


UKTV Bright Ideas was a digital television channel broadcast in the United Kingdom, 
which was part of the UKTV family of channels. The channel broadcast a variety of 
programmes, often originally aired on UKTV Style, UKTV Food and UKTV Gardens, and 
are thus mainly cookery, DIY and gardening. However, in January 2005, it began 
showing programmes branded by UKTV Sport, presumably to increase potential 
audience figures by extending the programme to Freeview viewers. 


History[edit] 


The channel was launched on 15 January 2003 as UK Bright Ideas, initially for 

the Freeview digital terrestrial television platform, but later expanded to other 
platforms. Along with the rest of the UKTV network, the "UK" prefix was changed to 
"UKTV" on 8 March 2004 and it became UKTV Bright Ideas. It timeshared with Ftn, which 
has since been closed down and replaced with Virgin1 on 1 October 2007. 


The channel was available on digital terrestrial television (Freeview), Sky 
Digital and Virgin Media. 


In September 2007 UKTV announced that UKTV Bright Ideas, which only averaged 0.1% 
of the audience share, would be replaced on Freeview by Dave, as of 15 October. 


UKTV Bright Ideas ceased broadcasting on all platforms on 14 October 2007 at 6pm. 
The last programme on the channel was an episode of Antiques Roadshow, followed by 
a promotion of Dave and then announcer says that UKTV Bright Ideas will be ceased 
broadcasting. 


Former programming[edit] 


e Tuscany to Go - UKTV Food 

e A House in Florida - UKTV Style 

e Antiques Roadshow - UKTV History 

e My Favourite Garden - UKTV Gardens 
e Model Gardens - UKTV Gardens 

e Ready Steady Cook - UKTV Food 

e The Thai Way - UKTV Food 

e Great Food Live - UKTV Food 

e Food Uncut- UKTV Food 

e Design ER - UKTV Style 

e House Chain: Under Offer - UKTV Style 
e Perfect Properties - UKTV Style 

e James Martin Digs Deep 

e Ching’s Kitchen - UKTV Food 

e Heaven's Kitchen at Large - UKTV Food 
e Safari Chef with Mike Robinson - UKTV Food 
e House in Spain - UKTV Style 

e Fly to Buy - UKTV Style 

e Garden Rivals - UKTV Gardens 

e Summer Live - UKTV Style 

e Worrall Thompson 

e Our House - UKTV Style 


References[edit] 


1. ^ UKTV considers G2 Freeview launch Digital Spy, August 8th 2007 


External links[edit] 


e The TV Room looks at presentation/branding on the UKTV channels 
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For the US version, see HGTV. 


Home 


Launched 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Slogan 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Formerly called 


1 November 1997 


(as UK Style) 


Discovery, Inc. 


16:9 576i SDTV 


0.24% 
0.02% (+1) (February 2017, BARB) 


"There's No Place Like It" 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


English 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


UK Style (1997-2004) 
UKTV Style (2004-2009) 


Sister channel(s) Animal Planet 


Discovery Channel 
Discovery HD 

Discovery History 
Discovery Home & Health 
Discovery Science 


Discovery Shed 


Discovery Turbo 

DMAX 

Food Network 
Investigation Discovery 
Quest 

Quest Red 

Really 

TLC 


Travel Channel 


Timeshift service Home +1 


UKTV Style +2 (Closed) 


Website Home 
Availability 
Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 42 
Satellite 
Freesat Channel 166 
Sky (UK) Channel 158 


Channel 258 (+1) 


Sky (Ireland) Channel 162 
Channel 262 (+1) 


Astra 2F 11344 H 27500 5/6 
(28.2°E) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 279 
Channel 283 (+1) 


IPTV 
Eir Vision Channel 246 
Streaming media 
TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


Sky Go Watch live 
(UK and Ireland only) 


dplay Watch live (UK only) 


Home is a British interior home and garden-orientated lifestyle television 

channel broadcasting in the United Kingdom and Ireland, currently owned by Discovery, 
Inc. The channel originally launched on 1 November 1997 and relaunched in its current 
format on 30 April 2009. Home is broadcast 24 hours a day on Sky and TVPlayer. The 
channel was transmitted by terrestrial provider ITV Digital 24 hours a day until the 
company's collapse in 2002. Home made a return to terrestrial screens for a time in the 
mid-2000s (decade) as part of the now-defunct Top Up TV system, and became 
available as a free-to-air linear service on Freeview from 1 March 2016.™ 


History[edit] 


The channel originally launched on 1 November 1997 as UK Style, broadcasting 
lifestyle programming from the archive of the BBC and from external producers. The 
channel was launched as part of the initial creation of the UKTV network, following the 
success of sister channel UK Gold. The channels success was noted when new 
channel UK Food was created with the sole purpose to free up the space on UK Style's 
schedule by transferring all food programming to the new channel. 


In January 2003, another new channel called UK Bright Ideas was created to showcase 
programming from UK Style and UK Food on the digital terrestrial network Freeview. 
This was later extended to all networks, allowing repeats of some programmes to air on 
this channel only. On 8 March 2004, in line with the rest of the UKTV network, the 
channel changed its name to UKTV Style. The channel's schedule was further freed up 
by the creation of new channel UKTV Style Gardens in January 2005, which allowed the 
transfer of all landscape and gardening programmes to the new channel. The channel 
name was later shortened to UKTV Gardens in 2007. 


As part of the rebranding of UKTV's channels to unique names and identities, UKTV Style 
was rebranded as Home on 30 April 2009 and repositioned to include programming 
based around home improvement, gardens and home lifestyle programmes.” Other 
female lifestyle programmes were transferred to newly created channel Really, and all 
gardening programmes were transferred from UKTV Gardens to Home as part of the 
rebrand. 


On 1 April 2019, it was announced that UKTV co-owner Discovery Inc. would acquire the 
BBC's stake in Home." 


In June 2019, Discovery announced that Home would be replaced by a local version 
of HGTV.“ 


Timeshift[edit] 


The channel had a one-hour timeshift called UKTV Style +1. This was later 

rebranded Home +1 and broadcasts at the same time as the main channel only one 
hour later. A two-hour timeshift called UKTV Style +2 launched on 12 December 2007 
on major platforms, replacing UKTV Bright Ideas on Sky. The channel closed on 15 
September 2008 to make room for new entertainment channel Watch. 


uctv 
SI YEE 


The channel's original identity revolved around the screen split in half horizontally with 
two objects coming together to form one object. Examples of these idents include an 
ornament added on top of a flower and still retains that image, wine pouring into a 
glass, with the base of glass formed out of pouring paint from a tin and a boater hat 
forming the bowl for some strawberries and cream. These idents were accompanied by 
a logo consisting of 'UK' inside a box and the channel name 'Style' written after on a line 
n upper case. The channel also had a digital on-screen graphic (DOG) of the same logo. 


On-air identity[edit] 


UKTV Style logo 


During July 2002, the channel relaunched in image along with the rest of the UKTV 
network. The box and line logos were replaced with the channel name stylised * Style 
with a four-box pattern positioned to the right of the logo. This style had been adopted 
by the majority of the UKTV channels, with each channel's symbol representing the 
idents simplified and the channel focus in some ways. The boxes were arranged with 
one rectangle down the left-hand side, one running along the top half of the screen, a 
third in the centre bottom and a fourth in the bottom right corner. This arrangement 
was also reflected in the relaunched idents in 2001, with a different image in each 
section of the four-part arrangement. The idents were changed again in January 2003, 
with the same pattern used again. This time the pattern would appear integrated within 
the neutrally coloured home space, occasionally in shades of red. The pattern against 
the logo was also changed to shades of red at this time. 


With the rebrand to UKTV Style, the idents changed to a neutrally coloured house 
interior and occupiers, which when looked through a mirror is improved and brightly 


coloured. This was however replaced in 2006 to a stream of purple moving across the 
screen. In both cases, the double lined UKTV Style logo would be aligned to the left of 
the screen. Then in 2007, the idents features the people are painting or dancing in the 
purple background while it opens with the pictures of gardening, home improvements 
and DIY before it closes, followed by the UKTV Style closes down. The channel also 
adopted the station colour of purple at the same time, and three different shades of the 
colour would appear at the ending of promotions for programmes on the channel and 
for promotions for the channel on the UKTV network itself. 


Following the rebrand to Home, the idents now feature a virtual tour of a home of 
varying sorts, with various features pointed out by text, usually of a comical nature. 
These include identifying the pet cat as "5th Flatmate", dirt on the floor as "Old carpet, 
new mud", a carpet as a "trip hazard", some old suitcases as the "DVD cabinet" and an 
ornament having "survived 3 moves and 2 extensions". The home logo outside of the 
circle then forms up over the centre of the scene. Scenes from homes are also used in 
promotion graphics and 'stings' which show the channel name during advert breaks.“ 


Programming[edit] 


The output of the channel shows lifestyle programmes, mainly gardening, home 
improvements and DIY shows, that are a combination of internally produced shows, 
repeats of shows from the BBC archive and international imports. Notable shows 
include: 


e A Place by the Sea 

e A Place in the Sun: Home or Away? 
e A Place in the Sun 

e Antiques Roadshow 

e Bargain Hunt 


e The Block 
e Car Booty 


e Cash in the Attic 

e Changing Rooms 

e DIY SOS 

e Escape to the Country 

e Extreme Makeover: Home Edition 
e Fantasy Homes By the Sea 

e Flog It! 

e Fourin a Bed 

e Ground Force 

e Gutted 

e Homes Under the Hammer 

e The Hotel Inspector 

e How Clean Is Your House? 

e Living in the Sun 

e The Million Pound Property Experiment 
e Staying Put 

e Storage Hunters UK 

e To Buy or Not to Buy 

e Trash to Cash 


e Would Like to Meet 


See also[edit] 


e HGTV (US 
e Good Food 
e UKTV Gardens 


e UKTV Bright Ideas 
e UKTV 
e Television in the United Kingdom 
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External links[edit] 


e Home 


e Home on Facebook 


e UK Style at TVARK 


e Home at TVARK 


e UKTV at The TV Room 
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UKTV Gardens | 


uctv 
GARDENS 


UKTV Gardens logo used from 2007 to 2009 


Launched 23 February 2005 
Closed 19 May 2009 
Owned by UKTV 


(BBC Worldwide/Virgin Media) 


Picture format 16:9, 576i (SDTV) 


Country United Kingdom 


Formerly called UKTV Style Gardens (2005-2007) 


Replaced by Really 


Sister channel(s) Alibi 
Blighty 
Dave 
Eden 
GOED: 
Home 
UKTV Food 
Watch 
Yesterday 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Satellite 


Sky Digital Channel 248 
Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 267 


UKTV Gardens was a digital television channel broadcasting in the United Kingdom, 
part of the UKTV family of channels. As its name suggests, the channel focused entirely 
on gardening shows. When it originally launched, the channel was known as UKTV Style 
Gardens on 23 February 2005 and all the gardening content from UKTV Style was 
moved to the new channel. In early 2007 it adopted the more independent name UKTV 
Gardens. 


It was available on Sky Digital and Virgin Media. 

2009 closure and replacement{edit] 

As part of the UKTV rebrand, UKTV Style along with UKTV Gardens and UKTV Food were 
the third phase of the rebrand, with UKTV Style rebranded as Home on 30 April 2009 
and UKTV Food as Good Food on 22 June 2009.,™ and UKTV Gardens was closed down 
and was replaced with Really on 19 May 2009 with all the gardening programmes that 


were on this channel transferring to Home.”! Before UKTV Gardens closed, it ran all 13 
episodes of The Victorian Kitchen Garden, a fitting tribute to gardening. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ "UKTV Food to become Good Food". Retrieved 2009-05-13. 
2. ^ "UKTV unveils Home and Really in latest phase of its rebrand". Retrieved 2009-03-24. 
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Good Food 


2Food 


Launched 1 May 2001; 18 years ago 


Closed 12 September 2019; 2 months ago 


Owned by Discovery, Inc. 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 
(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 0.06% 


0.01% (+1) (August 2019, BARB) 


Slogan "We have fun with food" 
Country United Kingdom and Ireland 
Language English 


Broadcast area United Kingdom 


Ireland 


Formerly called UK Food (2001-2004) 
UKTV Food (2004-2009) 


Sister Animal Planet 
channel(s) Discovery Channel 
Discovery HD 
Discovery History 
Discovery Home & Health 
Discovery Science 
Discovery Shed 
Discovery Turbo 
DMAX 
Food Network 


Home 


Investigation Discovery 
Quest 

Quest Red 

Really 

MEC 


Travel Channel 


Timeshift Good Food +1 


service 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 198 (SD/HD) 
Channel 298 (+1) 
Channel 866 (SD) 
IPTV 


TalkTalk TV Channel 313 


BT TV Channel 313 
Channel 388 (HD) 


Plusnet Channel 313 


eir Vision Channel 247 


Streaming media 


Sky Go Watch live (UK and Ireland only) 


Good Food was a British cookery channel broadcasting in the United Kingdom and 
Ireland as part of the Discovery, Inc. network of channels. The channel originally 
launched on 5 November 2001 and relaunched in its former format on 22 June 2009. 


Good Food was available on satellite through Sky and through IPTV with TalkTalk TV, BT 
TV. From 1 December 2015 to 26 December 2015, Good Food was temporarily 
rebranded as Christmas Food; the campaign resumed from 26 November 2016 to 26 
December 2016. It returned on 26 November 2017. 


Good Food ceased broadcasting on 12 September 2019, with all its programmes moving 
to Food Network. 


History[edit] 


The channel originally launched on 5 November 2001 as UK Food, as a channel 
dedicated to cookery programmes that had previously been broadcast on the 
increasingly crowded UK Style channel. The channel uses a large amount of 
programming from the BBC's programme archive. The channel is familiar to a former 
international channel run by BBC Worldwide called BBC Food, as both use similar 
programming and both have a similar format. The channel changed its name on 8 
March 2004 to UKTV Food. 


As part of the rebranding of all UKTV's channels to a unique name and identity, UKTV 
Food rebranded as Good Food on 22 June 2009, the last of UKTV's brands to do so. The 
name was based on that of the BBC Good Food cookery magazine, published 

by Immediate Media Company.® The channel and the magazine continue to be operated 
separately. 


On 1 April 2019, it was announced that UKTV co-owner Discovery Inc. would acquire the 
BBC's stake in Good Food. 


On 5 September 2019, Discovery announced that Good Food would merge with Food 
Network and close on 12 September 2019, with its programmes moving to the sister 
channel.® Good Food was removed from Virgin Media on 11 September, while the 
channel itself was shut down on 12 September 2019. The last programme to be shown 
was a repeat of Choccywoccydoodah. 


Subsidiary channels[edit] 
Good Food +1 {edit] 


The network also operated a time shifted version of the channel Good Food +1, which 
shows the same schedule an hour later for catch up purposes. The timeshifted channel 
does not use any special branding, with the occasional exception of a change in Digital 
on-screen graphic (DOG). The timeshift channel was available on Sky and Virgin Media. 


Good Food HD({edit] 


On 13 July 2009, Virgin Media revealed that they were "currently in active talks" with 
UKTV about launching a high-definition version of Good Food on their cable television 
platform.“ Good Food HD launched on 31 August 2010 on Sky, broadcasting a 

HD simulcast of the channel's schedule. As part of Virgin Media's deal to sell its share 
of UKTV, all five of UKTV's HD channels were added to Virgin's cable television service 
by 2012. Good Food HD was added to Virgin Media on 7 October 2011.4 


On-air identity[edit] 


uctv 
FOOD 


UKTV Food logo 


When UK Food channel launched in 2001, the channel adopted a branding package 
based around circular shaped foods with a spiral pattern located in the centre when 
looked at from above. The channel's logo at the time featured the name, stylised 

as "x Food, and a two lined spiral extending outwards from the right of the name. The 
majority of UKTV channels had some pattern located there to distinguish the channel, 
and this spiral also featured in the idents themselves as well as channel promotions. 


Following the rebranding as UKTV Food, the channel's identity was altered. The swirling 
motif was retained within the idents!<2tecationneeder themselves: indeed many of the previous 
idents survived rebrand reuse. The primary difference was the addition of the two lined 
UKTV logo, aligned to the left of the screen.“ The channels colour was orange, and was 
used in different shades as the background colour to all promotion end boards and 
static slides both on the channel and for promotion across the network. 2021 


Following the rebrand to Good Food, the idents changed to sequences involving the 
coming together of ingredients to events such as a picnic barbecue, a dinner party and 
a family Sunday roast. The idents finished with an endboard featuring the circular Good 
Food logo in the centre of a screen with food imagery in the background, such as fish 
outlines, knife and fork or wine glasses.22! 


Former Programming[edit] 


The channel aired programming from the BBC's programming archive and programming 
aired on other domestic and international channels bought in by the channel. These 
programmes included: 


e 4 Ingredients 

e Ace of Cakes 

e Alive and Cooking 

e Barefoot Contessa 

e Chefs in the City 

e Choccywoccydoodah 

e Dinner Impossible 

e Everyday Gourmet with Justine Schofield 
e Good Chef Bad Chef 

e Iron Chef Australia 

e James Martin's Brittany 

e James Martin's Mediterranean 
e Luke Nquyen's Vietnam 

e Man v. Food 

e Market Kitchen 

e Mary Berry at Home 


e MasterChef (Also shown on BBC One) 
e MasterChef Australia (Also shown on W) 


e MasterChef Ireland 

e Mitch and Matt's Big Fish 

e Monster Munchies 

e My Restaurant Rules 

e New Brititsh Kitchen 

e Nigella Bites 

e Nigellissima 

e Oliver's Twist 

e Paul Hollywood's Bread 

e = Rachel Allen: Bake! 

e Rhodes Across India 

e Rhodes Across Italy 

e Rhodes Across the Caribbean 
e Saturday Kitchen 

e The Best in Australia 

e Top Chef 

e Top Chef: Just Desserts 

e World's Weirdest Restaurants 
e The Great British Bake Off 


Website[edit] 


The Good Food website, originally devised and launched by lan Fenn and Ally Branley, 
provides a number of services including information on programmes shown on the 
channel, recipes, message boards, and a wine club. Recipes come from the various 
shows on Good Food and some include videos taken from the demonstrations. In 
September 2006 Good Food's website overtook the BBC Food site in popularity for the 
first time, achieving a 10% market share, against the 9.63% the BBC Food site dropped 
to, having held the top spot since it began." The channel's website now redirects 

to Food Network's UK website. 


See also[edit] 


e UKTV 
e Television in the United Kingdom 
e BBC Food 


e BBC Magazines 
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Really (TV channel) 
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Really | 
Launched 19 May 2009 
Owned by Discovery, Inc. 
Picture format 16:9 576i SDTV 
Audience share 0.54% (December 2018, BARB) 
Slogan "Life on TV" 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Formerly called 


Replaced 


Sister channel(s) 


Website 


Freeview 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


English 


United Kingdom and Ireland 


Really TV 


UKTV Gardens 


Animal Planet 
Discovery Channel 
Discovery HD 
Discovery History 
Discovery Home & Health 
Discovery Science 
Discovery Shed 
Discovery Turbo 

DMAX 

Food Network 

Home 

Investigation Discovery 
Quest 

Quest Red 

TEG 


Travel Channel 


dplay.co.uk/channels/really 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 17 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 160 
Sky (UK) Channel 142 
Sky (Ireland) Channel 155 
Astra 2F 11344 H 27500 5/6 
(28.2°E) 

Cable 
Virgin Media Channel 128 


Virgin Media Ireland Channel 165 
IPTV 
Eir Vision Channel 248 
Streaming media 
TVPlayer Watch live (UK only) 


dplay Watch live (UK only) 


Really is a British free-to-air digital television channel broadcasting in the United 
Kingdom and Ireland, currently owned by Discovery, Inc. The channel launched on 19 
May 2009 as UKTV's channel for female lifestyle programming and is available on 
satellite through Sky and also on digital terrestrial provider Freeview. 


History[edit] 


The channel was launched on 19 May 2009 as part of the major rebranding and 
repositioning of the UKTV network. The new channel was created to provide female and 


paranormal programming on the UKTV network, by airing programming previously aired 
on UKTV Style. As part of the repositioning of UKTV Style to Home, this channel would 
focus primarily on home and garden programming. As part of this, UKTV Gardens was 
closed, with programmes merged with Home. The new channel Really would launch 
from UKTV Gardens' broadcast slot and would replace the channel on that service. 
Responsible for launching Really would be the channel head: Clare Laycock since July 
2008. The channel was originally available only on satellite and cable services, 
however on 14 June 2011, UKTV announced that Really would launch 

on Freeview channel 20 on 2 August 2011.2The channel, along with Drama, were added 
to Virgin Media in Ireland on September 2018. 


On 1 April 2019, it was announced that UKTV co-owner Discovery Inc. would acquire the 
BBC's stake in Really. 


Identity| edit] 


Really logo from 19 May 2009 to 14 May 2013. 


Really's identity originally centred on a pop art style cartoon of women in various 
situations which as the ident goes on resolves itself into an unusual outcome. At this 
outcome, the characters are shown with speech bubbles containing the Really logo, 
which then forms into the centre of the screen.“ Really used a generic promotion 
layout, consisting of the logo starting off the promotion before being located in the 
bottom right corner of the screen throughout before forming in the centre of the screen, 
alongside one of the ident characters, at the end. 


Really received a new look on 15 May 2013, created by Red Bee Media, along witha 
new slogan ‘Really gets you’. 


On 31 March 2016, Really received new idents. This time, the screen is split into two at 
a 45-degree angle, and that 2 objects come together to form one, these idents are 
similar to launch of UKTV network in 1997. For example, a rose and a hypodermic 
needle, a camera and a bank safe and X-ray and ink. 


Programming[edit] 


The majority of Really's programmes come from the programme archives of the BBC, 
through their part ownership of the UKTV network. Due to a similar remit between the 
two channels, Really re-broadcasts many programmes previously shown on the 
channel BBC Three, and a few from BBC One, ITV and Channel 4. The channel also has 
UK exclusive airings of the US shows Hart of Dixie and Covert Affairs. 


Since the channel began airing in 2009, Most Haunted Live! 2015 remains the most 
watched programme in the channels history. The episode featured a paranormal 
investigation at '30 East Drive’. 


Really's current schedule of programmes include: 


e 999 

e 10 Years Younger 

e A Life of Grime 

e A Place in the Sun 

e Addicted to Beauty 

e Antiques Road Trip 

e Being Human - (Series 1) 

e © Bizarre ER 

e Blues and Twos 

e Boston Med 

e Bridezillas 

e Britain's Missing Top Model 
e Celebrity MasterChef 

e Cheaters 

e Choccywoccydoodah 

e Chopper Coppers 

e Cops 

e Covert Affairs” 

e The Clothes Show 

e Divorce Court 

e Don't Tell the Bride 

e Doctors at Large 

e Doctors To Be 

e Dr. G: Medical Examiner 

e The Ellen DeGeneres Show - (Series 9 and 10) 
e Escape to the Country 

e Extreme Makeover 

e Extreme Makeover: Home Edition 
e Final Witness 

e Forensic Files 

e Fourin a Bed 

e Freaky Eaters 

e Gavin & Stacey 

e Ghost Adventures 

e Ghost Hunters 

e Grey's Anatomy - (Series 1, 2 and 3) 
e Hart of Dixie - (Series 1 and 2) 
e Haunted Collector 

e Haunting: Australia 

e Helicopter Heroes 

e Hitched or Ditched 

e How to Look Good Naked 

e | Survived Evil 


Kill It, Cook It, Eat It 
Mary Queen of Shops 
MasterChef Australia 
MasterChef New Zealand 
MasterChef South Africa 
Medical Emergency 
Missing Persons Unit 
Most Haunted 

Most Haunted Live! 

The O.C.®! 

One Born Every Minute 
Paranormal Witness 
The Rachel Zoe Project 
Raw Blues 

Rescue Heroes 

The Sex Inspectors 
Traffic Cops 

Trauma 

Snog Marry Avoid? 
Undercover Boss 

What Not to Wear 

Your Life in Their Hands 


See also[edit] 


UKTV 
Television in the United Kingdom 
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BBC World News 


From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 
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This article is about the international news and current affairs channel. For the BBC 
radio network, see BBC World Service. 


BBC World News 


Launched 16 January 1995; 24 years ago 
Network BBC News 

Owned by BBC Global News Ltd. 

Picture format 10801 HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 for 
the SDTV feeds. The Latin American 
subfeed is downscaled 


to letterboxed 4:3 480i) 


Slogan Live the story 


Country United Kingdom 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Headquarters 


Formerly called 


Replaced 


Sister channel(s) 


English 


Worldwide (except UK) 


Broadcasting House 


BBC World (1995 - 2008) 


BBC World Service 


Television (1991 - 1995) 


CBeebies 

CBBC 

BBC America 

BBC Arabic Television 
BBC Brit 

BBC Canada 

BBC Earth 

BBC Entertainment 
BBC First 

BBC HD 

BBC Kids 

BBC Knowledge 
BBC Lifestyle 


BBC UKTV 
BBC News 
Website BBC World News 
Availability 
Terrestrial 
Boxer TV Channel 27 
Access (Sweden) 
Digital terrestrial Channel 20 


television (Andorra) 


ERT Digital (Greece) 


Digital terrestrial 


television (USA) 


Digital terrestrial 


television (Mauritius) 


Nexmedia (Indonesia) 


Oqaab 


(Afghanistan) 


Hispasat 1C 


Astra 1KR 


Thor 5 


Badr 4 


Nilesat 101 


Sky Italia (Italy) 


Movistar+ (Spain) 


Canal (France) 


Cyfrowy 


Polsat (Poland) 


nc+ (Poland) 


Sky México 


Channel 48 
Channel 56 (HD) 


Channel 28.4 (Los Angeles) 


Channel 2 


Channel 703 


Channel 43 


12012 V / 27500 / 3/4 


11229 V / 22000 / 2/3 


11325 H / 24500 / 7/8 


12073 H/ 27500 / 3/4 (SD) 
11785 V / 27500 / 3/4 (HD) 


11766 H / 27500 / 3/4 


Channel 520 


Channel 113 


Channel 111 


Channel 134 


Channel 226 


Channel 631 


Bell TV (Canada) Channel 510 


Shaw Direct (Canada) Channel 501 


DirecTV (United Channel 346 (HD) 


States) 


Sky TV (New Zealand) Channel 89 


Foxtel (Australia) Channel 649 


SkyLife (South Korea) Channel 173 


SKY Channel 565 (HD)! 
PerfecTV! (Japan) 


SKY PerfecTV! Channel 353 
e2 (Japan) 

Astro (Malaysia) Channel 512 
DirecTV Latin Channel 768 
America 

MNC Channel 332 


Vision (Indonesia) 


TrueVisions (Thailand Channel 780 


) 


Tata Sky (India) Channel 536 
Airtel Digital Channel 307 
TV (India) 


Dialog TV (Sri Lanka) Channel 34 


Dish Home (Nepal) 


Digiturk (Turkey) 


D-Smart (Turkey) 


Virgin Media Ireland 


Vidéotron (Canada) 


StarHub 


TV (Singapore) 


Rogers 


Cable (Canada) 


Shaw TV (Canada) 


Cable TV Hong 


Kong (Hong Kong) 


Verizon FiOS (United 


States) 


HiTV (Nigeria) 


Movistar TV (Peru) 


Destiny 
Cable (Philippines) 


Channel 701 


Channel 122 


Channel 51 


Cable 


Channel 206 


Channel 147 


Channel 701 (SD) 
Channel 755 (HD) 


Channel 194 (Digital) 


Channel 41 


Channel 122 


Channel 107 (SD) 
Channel 609 (HD) 


Channel 3 


Channel 546 


Channel 23 (Analogue) 
Channel 29 (Digital) 


SkyCable (Philippines Channel 29 (Digital) 


) 


OneLink Channel 74 
Communications (Pu 


erto Rico) 


Vodafone New Channel 89 
Zealand (New 


Zealand) 


First Channel 230 (SD) 
Media (Indonesia) Channel 395 (HD) 


Star Channel 77 


Globalcom (Peru) 


TrueVisions (Thailand Channel 785 


) 


Foxtel (Australia) Channel 649 


Optus TV (Australia) Channel 649 


Kabel Channel 838 


Deutschland (German 


y) 

Telecable (Spain) Channel 85 
IPTV 

Telus (Canada) Channel 113 


now TV (Hong Kong) Channel 320 (SD/HD) 


Orange TV (Spain) Channel 61 


MEO (Portugal) Channel 204 


Bell Fibe TV (Canada) Channel 510 (SD) 


Deutsche 


Telekom Germany 


Fetch TV (Australia) 


CHT MOD (Taiwan) 


Hikari TV (Japan) 


Claro TV (Dominican 


Republic) 


ETB (Colombia) 


Unifi TV (Malaysia) 


AT&T U- 


verse (United States) 


Google Fiber (United 


States) 


Singtel 
TV (Singapore) 


VMedia (Canada) 


myTV Super (Hong 


Kong) 


Flip TV(Australia) 


PEO TV (Sri Lanka) 


Channel 1510 (HD) 


Channel 99 


Channel 180 


Channel 551 


Channel 852 


Channel 154 


Channel 284 


Channel 431 (HD) 


Channel 1207 (HD) 
Channel 207 (SD) 


Channel 112 


Channel 14 


Channel 194 


Channel 709 (HD) 


Channel 210 (SD) 


Channel 24 


Streaming media 


Horizon Watch live (Netherlands only) 


Zattoo Watch live (Switzerland only) 
Sling TV Internet Protocol television 
PlayStation Vue IPTV 

AT&T TV IPTV 

BBC Player Watch online (Singapore and 


Malaysia only) 


Unifi Play TV Watch online (Malaysia only) 
Philo Internet Protocol television 
Ziggo ZiggoGO.tv (Europe only) 


GO (Netherlands) 


BBC World News is an international pay television channel that is operated by BBC. 
The BBC is a public corporation of the UK government's Department for Digital, Culture, 
Media and Sport.” It has the largest audience of any channel, with an estimated 121 
million viewers weekly in 2016/2017, part of the estimated 372 million weekly audience 
of the BBC's four main international news services.) Launched on 11 March 1991 

as BBC World Service Television outside Europe, its name was changed to BBC World on 
16 January 1995 and to BBC World News on 21 April 2008. It broadcasts news bulletins, 
documentaries, lifestyle programmes and interview shows. Unlike the BBC's domestic 
channels, BBC World News is owned and operated by BBC Global News Ltd., part of the 
BBC's commercial group of companies, and is funded by subscription and advertising 
revenues, and not by the United Kingdom television licence. It is not owned by BBC 
Studios.“ The service is aimed at the overseas market, similar to CNN International, Al 
Jazeera English, CGTN, NHK World, DD India, DW, France 24 and RT. 


History[edit] 
See also: BBC World Service Television 


The channel originally started as BBC World Service Television and was a commercial 
operation. The British government refused to fund to the new television service using 
grant-in-aid. (BBC World Service radio was funded by a grant-in-aid from the Foreign 

and Commonwealth Office until 2014.) The channel started broadcasting on 11 March 


1991, after two weeks of real-time pilots, initially as a half-hour bulletin once a day at 
19:00 GMT. 


In 1995, BBC World Service Television was split into two services: 


e BBC World started broadcasting on Monday, 16 January 1995 at 19:00 GMT and 
became a 24-hour English free-to-air international news channel. 

e BBC Prime started broadcasting on Monday, 30 January 1995 at 19:00 GMT and 
became the BBC's light entertainment channel, later renamed BBC Entertainment. 


BBC World's on-air design was changed significantly on 3 April 2000, bringing it closer 
to the look of its sister channel in the UK which was then known as BBC News 24, the 
on-air look of which had been redesigned in 1999. The look of both channels was made 
up of red and cream and designed by Lambie-Nairn, with music based on a style 
described as 'drums and beeps' composed by David Lowe, a departure from the general 
orchestral nature of music used by other news programmes. 


On 8 December 2003 a second makeover, using the same ‘drums and beeps' style 
music but new graphics took place, although on a much smaller scale to that of 2000. 
The music was changed slightly while the main colour scheme became black and red, 
with studios using frosted glass and white and red colours. Later in 2004, the channel's 
slogan became Putting News First, replacing Demand a Broader View. 


The channel's present name "BBC World News" was introduced on 21 April 2008 as part 
of a £550,000 rebranding of the BBC's overall news output and visual identity. BBC 
World News later moved to the renovated studio vacated by BBC News 24 (now the BBC 
News Channel). New graphics were produced by the Lambie-Nairn design agency and 
music reworked by David Lowe. 


Move to Broadcasting House(edit] 


BBC World News relocated to Broadcasting House from its previous home at Television 
Centre on 14 January 2013. This was part of the move of BBC News and other audio and 
vision departments of the BBC into one building in Central London. Broadcasting House 
was refurbished at a cost of £1 billion. A new newsroom and several state-of-the-art 
studios were built. 


Broadcasting[edit] 


Live news output originates from studios B and C in Broadcasting House with some 
recorded programming from Broadcasting House studio A and the BBC Millbank studio. 
The BBC World News newsroom is now part of the new consolidated BBC Newsroom in 
Broadcasting House along with BBC World Service and UK domestic news services. 


Previously, the channel was broadcast in 4:3, with the news output fitted into 

a 14:9 frame for both digital and analogue broadcasting, resulting in black bands at the 
top and bottom of the screen. On 13 January 2009 at 09:57 GMT, BBC World News 
switched its broadcast to 16:9 format, initially in Europe on Astra 1L satellite,“ and 
Eutelsat Hot Bird 6 satellite to other broadcast feeds in the Asian region from 20 January 
2009. The channel ceased broadcasting on analogue satellite on 18 April 2006. 


High-definition(edit] 


As a result of the move to Broadcasting House, BBC World News gained high-definition 
studios and equipment to be able to broadcast in high-definition. On 5 August 2013, 
BBC World News was offered as a High Definition (HD) feed across the Middle East when 


it launched its international HD channel on Arabsat. Arabsat was the BBC's first 
distribution partner in the Middle East to offer the channel in HD. On 1 April 2015 BBC 
World News in English started broadcasting in high definition from the 11.229 GHz/V 
transponder on Astra 1KR at the 19.2°E orbital position, available free-to-air to viewers 
with 60 cm dishes across Europe and coastal North Africa. 


Worldwide(edit] 


BBC World News claims to be watched by a weekly audience of 74 million in over 200 
countries and territories worldwide.“ BBC World News is most commonly watched as 
a free-to-air (FTA) channel. The channel is available in Europe and many parts of the 
world via satellite (FTA) or cable platforms. 


In the United States, the channel is available through providers“ such 

as Cablevision, Comcast, Spectrum, Verizon FiOS, and AT&T U-verse.!# As of 2014, US 
distribution and advertising sales for the channel are handled by AMC Networks, who 
are the minority partner for the BBC's entertainment channel BBC America nua 


In addition, BBC World News syndicates its daytime and evening news programmes 

to public television stations throughout the US, originally maintaining a distribution 
partnership with Garden City, New York-based WLIW that lasted from 1998 until October 
2008, when the BBC and WLIW mutually decided not to renew the contract. “22822 BBC 
World News subsequently entered into an agreement with Community Television of 
Southern California, Inc., in which Los Angeles PBS member station KCET (which was 

a public independent station from 2011 to 2018) would take over distribution rights 

to BBC World News America (the KCET agreement has since been extended to 
encompass a half-hour simulcast of the 90-minute-long midday news bulletin GMT, 
which airs in the US as a morning show, and a weekly edition of the BBC 

newsmagazine Newsnight) “222129 Since June 2019, broadcasting of BBC news 
programming is handled by WETA-TV.24 PBS separately began distributing another 
program aired by the channel, Beyond 100 Days, as a tape-delayed late night broadcast 
on 2 January 2018, as an interim replacement for Charlie Rose. Unlike GMT and BBC 
World News America, Beyond 100 Days is distributed exclusively to PBS member 
stations as part of the service's base schedule. 221231 


Online(edit] 


BBC World News began streaming its content on YouTube on 16 July 2017. The channel 
is available in the US as part of Sling's World News add-on package.™! 


From 2012 until it closed in 2016, BBC World News was available on LiveStation. 
United Kingdom (edit] 


TV platforms in the UK (i.e. Freeview, Sky, BT TV, Freesat, Virgin) do not officially offer 
BBC World News as a standalone full-time channel because it carries and is funded by 
advertising (BBC's domestic channels are funded by a television licence fee which 
households and establishments that want to watch television programmes as they are 
being broadcast must pay), although it can be easily received due to its 'free-to-air' 
status on many European satellite systems, including Astra and Hot Bird and is available 
in selected London hotels. BBC World News can also be viewed in the public areas of 
Broadcasting House (the lobby and café). 


However, some BBC World News programmes are officially available to UK audiences. 
Such programmes air on the BBC's domestic channels and some are available on- 
demand on the BBC's iPlayer. From 00.00 to 05.00 UK time, the top-of-the-hour news 


bulletins on BBC World News are simulcast on the BBC News Channel. At 01.30 
weekdays, Asia Business Report and Sport Today also air on both channels. There is a 
simulcast of the 05:00 UK edition of The Briefing and Business Briefing on BBC One and 
the BBC News channel. This programme was previously branded as 'The World 
Today' (later a generic BBC World News bulletin) and World Business 

Report respectively. At 08.30 UK time, BBC Business Live airs on the BBC News Channel. 
BBC World News also produces a version of Outside Source at 21:00 UK time Monday- 
Thursday (seen on the BBC News Channel), World News Today at 19:00 Monday-Friday 
(seen on BBC Four), and 21:00 Friday-Sunday (Seen on the BBC News Channel). World 
News Today replaced The World, which had been broadcast as a simulcast on BBC Four 
between 2002 and 2007. 


Both World and the BBC News Channel have also occasionally had to simulcast the 
same news programme due to strike action or technical issues; this occurred in 2003 
when Television Centre in London was affected by electrical problems. 


Programming[edit] 


Live news programmes:?21 


e BBC World News - International news. 

e GMT- International news, including business and sport. 

e Impact- Global news as it affects audiences in Asia. 

e Global- International news and analysis. 

e Outside Source - Discussion and analysis of news topics. 

e Newsday - Live from Singapore and London, news and analysis from both an Asian 
and global perspective. 

e BBC World News America - News from America and around the world, live from the 
BBC's Washington DC bureau. 

e Focus on Africa - BBC World News' flagship African news programme, with news, 
business and sport from the continent. 

e Beyond 100 Days - Katty Kay in Washington and Christian Fraser in London report 
on international news, with a focus on the UK, Europe and the US (previously 
branded as 100 Days and 100 Days +). 

e World News Today - A daily news programme with in-depth analysis. Focus on the 
UK, Europe, Middle East and Africa. Presenters include Nancy Kacungira, Karin 
Giannone, Kasia Madera, Alpa Patel and Philippa Thomas 

e The Briefing - Sally Bundock with news, business, and sports from BBC News.28 


Live business and sport programmes: 


e Business Live - Broadcast live from London. 

e World Business Report - Business news analysis. 

e Asia Business Report - Business and market news in Asia, live from Singapore. 
e Sport Today - International sports news and results. 


Pre-recorded programmes: 


e Africa Business Report - Weekly African business news programme. 

e Click- Technology programme aimed at non-technical audiences. 

e Dateline London - Foreign correspondents based in London discuss the week's 
international news. 


e The Travel Show - A unique insight into the world of travel. 

e HARDtalk - In-depth interviews with famous personalities from all walks of life. 

e Newsnight - A weekly round up of news and current affairs hosted by Evan Davis. 

e Our World - Documentary series. 

e Panorama - Current affairs programme, featuring interviews and investigative 
reports on a wide variety of subjects. 

e Politics Europe - Monthly programme usually broadcast on a Friday which covers 
political news across Europe, analysing both the situation in Brussels as well as 
within individual European nations. Filmed in exactly the same format as the BBC 
Two programme, the Daily Politics, presented by Andrew Neil or Jo Coburn. Also 
broadcast on BBC Parliament. 

e Reporters - A weekly showcase of the best reports from the BBC's global network of 
correspondents. 

e Talking Movies - A guide to film, from Hollywood blockbusters to documentaries and 
world cinema. 


World News bulletins/edit] 


The BBC newsroom at Broadcasting House in London 


Half-hour BBC World News bulletins are made available to Public Broadcasting 

Service stations in the US through Los Angeles' KCET, a non-commercial independent 
public television station which has been separate from PBS since the beginning of 2011 
due to a rights fee dispute. 80 to 90% of Americans are able to receive the bulletins, 
though broadcast times vary between different localities. The programme is broadcast 
on several PBS stations in markets such as New York City and Washington DC. 


On PBS stations, BBC World News is not broadcast with traditional commercials (the 
breaks are filled with news stories) but omits the Met Office international weather 
forecast at the end of the programme, replacing it with underwriting announcements. 
The PBS broadcasts are tape-delayed on some stations. 


BBC America were aired a three-hour block of BBC World News programmes from 05:00 
to 08:00 on weekdays. Met Office forecasts are removed, and it is broadcast with 
advertisements. 


Many airlines from across the world also play pre-recorded extracts of the BBC World 
News, have text headlines from it or have a full bulletin available on the in-flight 
entertainment systems. 


Previous bulletins(/edit] 


Another BBC World News programme, the hour-long BBC World News America, aired on 
BBC America at 19:00 Eastern Time. A second broadcast at 22:00 Eastern Time ended 


in 2010 when BBC America introduced a second feed for the western time zones of the 
US on 18 February 2011, it was announced that BBC World News America would no 
longer be broadcast on BBC America and would instead be broadcast only on BBC World 
and local PBS stations in the US as a 30-minute program.24 


The channel also produced short bulletins for public transport services in Singapore and 
Hong Kong: 


e Singapore Mass Rapid Transit service from Marina Bay to Changi International 
Airport 

e Hong Kong Mass Transit Railway service from Chek Lap Kok International Airport- 
Disneyland Resort station to Disneyland Resort line 


These broadcasts began with the statement: "Welcome to BBC World News on board 


the Singapore Mass Rapid Transit and Hong Kong Mass Transit Railway". The short 
bulletin was updated twice a day, and has since been replaced by a similar programme 


from MediaCorp's Channel NewsAsia. 
Travellers on the Heathrow Express rail service between London Paddington and London 


Heathrow Airport could watch a summary of the headlines from BBC World News on the 
LCD screens provided. 


News presenters[edit] 


For full list of current presenters, see List of BBC newsreaders and reporters § BBC 
World News. 


Former presenters|edit] 


e Samira Ahmed 

e Karen Bowerman 
e Tony Campion 

e Jonathan Charles 
e Stephen Cole 

e James Dagwell 

e Dharshini David 
e Martine Dennis 


e Juliet Dunlop 
e Maya Even 


e Adrian Finighan 

e Donald MacCormick 
e Anita McNaught 

e Richard Quest 

e Daniela Ritorto 

e Owen Thomas 


Presentation|[edit] 


Part of the countdown sequence in 2013, showing Broadcasting House 


BBC World News is, for the most part, the same channel all over the world; 

the commercials are intended to be the only differences. However, there are some 
regional programming variations. For example, a number of programmes are made 
exclusively for regional viewings, such as Indian feeds, and The Record Europe, which is 
only broadcast in Europe. Also, the weather forecasts focus more on the area the viewer 
is watching from. 


On most feeds of BBC World News, when there are no commercials being inserted by 
the cable or satellite provider similar to other channels, the break filler shows 
promotions for upcoming programmes on the channel. During BBC News, a news story 
that has not been promoted airs during what would be the commercial break. This is the 
case on the broadband versions of BBC World News, and on versions of BBC World News 
aired in the US on Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) stations. However, there are some 
global commercials and sponsorships which air throughout the network. 


On 11 September 2007, the break filler was redesigned and now more closely 
resembles previous versions. !2ication neederl The promotional videos now fill the entire screen 
and are interspersed with news and market updates, schedules, and other information. 
There is also no longer a unifying music composition. Instead, each 20-second 
promotional video uses music selected from a handful of themes, which have some 
unifying musical characteristics. The information screens, such as the 10-second plug 
for the website or YouTube channel, and the 15-second weather/time/coming up 
screens each feature their own theme. The colour theme was updated following the 
relaunch of the channel in April 2008. 


Since its inception, and more so since its extensive association with the BBC News 
channel, the countdown to the hourly news bulletin has been a feature of the channel's 
presentation, accompanied by music composed by David Lowe. The current style of 
countdown features reporters and technical staff in many different locations working to 
bring news stories to air. The countdown can range from 45 seconds to as little as 3 
seconds. 


Awards[edit] 


BBC World News was named Best International News Channel at the Association for 
International Broadcasting Awards in November 2006.2 It won a Peabody Award in 
2007 for White Horse Village2 and another in 2009 for Where Giving Life is a Death 
Sentence,.24 
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BBC Arabic Television 


Launched 11 March 2008; 11 years ago 
Network BBC World Service 
Owned by BBC 


Picture format 1080p (14:9 HDTV) 


Audience share Available in 10.7 million homes 


(March 2007, ) 


Country United Kingdom 


Language Literary Arabic 


Broadcast area Middle East 


Headquarters Broadcasting House, London 


Website bbc.co.uk/arabic 


Availability 


Satellite 


Hot Bird 13B 11727 V / 27500 / 3/4 


Hot Bird 13D 11117 V / 27500 / 3/4 


Badr 4 11996 H / 27500 / 3/4 
Intelsat 19 12646 H / 28066 / 3/4 
Nilesat 102 12207 V / 27500 / 3/4 
Anik F3 11911 L/ 20000 / 3/4 
beIN Channel 204 

Cable 
Rogers Channel 881 


Cable (Canada) 


IPTV 


Bell Fibe Channel 769 
TV (Canada) 


Streaming media 


BBC Arabic Watch live 


BBC Arabic Television (Arabic: wS ww w w) iS a television news channel broadcast 
to the Arab World by the BBC. It was launched on 11 March 2008. It is run by the BBC 
World Service and funded from the British television licence fee. 


History[edit] 


In 1994, BBC Arabic Television was launched by Rome-based Orbit Communications 
Company (owned by King Fahd's cousin, Prince Khalid ibn Abdullah) and a subsidiary of 
the Saudi Arabian Mawarid Holding. On 21 April 1996, it was "pulled off the 

air" following an episode of Panorama that was critical of the Saudi 

Arabian government. lan Richardson, who set up the news department during that time 
blamed the short life of the channel on a clash with the owners over content. 


During the short life of BBC Arabic Television, there were several angry ‘liaison 
meetings’ with Orbit and the guarantees of editorial independence proved to be a sour 
joke, only barely obscured by a thin smokescreen about the BBC's alleged failure to 
observe "cultural sensitivities" - Saudi code for anything not to the Royal Family's liking. 
When it became clear to Orbit and Mawarid that it had, in their terms, created a 
monster not prepared to toe the Saudi line, it was only a matter of time before there 
would be a final parting of the ways. 


Many of the staff who worked for the original BBC Arabic Television service went on to 
work for Al Jazeera television, now one of BBC Arabic Television's main competitors. 


Plans to relaunch the channel were announced in October 2005 and broadcasting was 
to start in Autumn 2007, but was delayed until 2008. The channel eventually relaunched 
at 0956 GMT on 11 March 2008, with the first news bulletin airing at the top of the hour 
at 1000. Initially broadcasting for 12 hours a day, 24-hour programming began on 19 
January 2009. 


Funding[edit] 


BBC Arabic Television is run by the BBC World Service. Initially it was funded from 

a grant-in-aid from the British Foreign Office but in 2014 funding was switched to come 
from the television licence that is mainly used to fund the BBC's domestic broadcasting. 
The service is based in the Peel Wing of Broadcasting House in London. 


In 2011, as the British government cut funding to the BBC, forcing the BBC World 
Service to close down its services in five languages, the government simultaneously 
increased funding to the BBC Arabic service, in the words of Foreign Secretary William 
Hague, to "assist the BBC Arabic Service to continue their valuable work in the region". 


Servicel[edit] 


BBC Arabic can also be seen via bbc.co.uk/Arabic/. The website includes a 16:9 live 
stream of the channel. 


The channel broadcasts 24 hours a day, showing live news programmes mixed with 
current affairs programmes, documentaries and occasional light entertainment. 


Newshour, an hour-long news bulletin is broadcast every evening at 18:00 GMT. 


Other daily programmes are Nuqtat Hewar (16:06 GMT, a phone-in programme), 
and BBC Trending (15:00 GMT, looking at the news agenda from a social media 
perspective). 


BBC news bulletins of either 30 or 60 minutes in duration are broadcast throughout the 
day, covering stories by journalists and correspondents around the world. 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Cochrane, Paul. "Saudi Arabia's Media Influence". Arab Media and Society. Retrieved 12 
August 2014. 

2. ^ lan Richardson, The Arabic TV "Monster", first published in The Independent and Al- 
Quds Al-Arabi, April 1997. 

3. ^ The Failed Dream That Lead To Al Jazeera 

4. ^ "BBC World Service receives government funding boost", BBC, June 22, 2011 


External links[edit] 


e GESBBC portal 


e Official website # (in Arabic) 

e Live video stream 

e BBC Press Release 

e The Failed Dream That Lead To Al Jazeera 
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BBC Persian 


CSIC] BL BIC 


Launched 14 January 2009; 10 


years ago 


Owned by BBC Global News 


Picture format 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Headquarters 


Sister channel(s) 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 


Iran, Afghanistan, Tajiki 


stan 


Persian 


Nationwide 


Broadcasting 


House, London 


List of BBC channels 


Website bbc.co.uk/persian 
Availability 
Terrestrial 
Oqaab Channel 15 
(Afghanistan) 
Satellite 


Eutelsat 7B (Europe, North 
Africa, Middle East, Iran, 
Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, 


Tajikistan) 


Hot Bird 13B (Europe, Middle 


East, North Africa) 


Afghansat 1 (Middle East, 


Iran, Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, 


10721 H / 22000 / 3/4 


12322 H / 27500 / 5/6 


11294 V / 27500 / 3/4 


Tajikistan) 


Al Yah 1 (Middle East, Iran, 11996 V / 27500 / 5/6 
Afghanistan, Uzbekistan, 


Tajikistan) 


Streaming media 


BBC Online [1] 


BBC Persian TV presenters Majid Afshar & Rana Rahimpoor 2017 


BBC Persian Television (Persian: wwww ww 8 ugl) is the BBC's Persian 
language news channel that was launched on 14 January 2009." The service is 
broadcast by satellite and is also available online. It is aimed at the 120 million Persian- 
speakers in Iran, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. 


Iranian authorities have been known to harass and intimidate family members of the 
BBC Persian staff.) BBC director Mark Thompson said that the staff of BBC Persian had 
been subject to "increased levels of intimidation alongside disturbing new tactics" by 
the Iranian government.” 
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BBC America 


EIEN AMERICA 


Launched March 29, 1998; 21 years ago 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Headquarters 


Sister channel(s) 


Website 


Orby TV 


Dish Network 


DirecTV 


C-Band - H2H/4DTV 


BBC Studios (50.01%) 
AMC Networks (49.99%) 


10801 HDTV 


(downscaled to letterboxed 480i for 


the SDTV feed) 


United States 


English 


Nationwide 


New York City, New York 


AMC 

BBC Entertainment 
BBC World News 
IEG 

Sundance TV 

We TV 


www.bbcamerica.com 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 118 


Channel 135 


Channel 264 
Channel 1264 (VOD) 


AMC 18 - Channel 202 


Cable 


Available on most Channel slots vary on each 


cable systems provider 
IPTV 
AT&T U-verse Channel 122 (SD) 


Channel 1122 (HD) 


Verizon FiOS Channel 189 (SD) 
Channel 689 (HD) 


Streaming media 


AT&T TV Internet Protocol television 
FuboTV Internet Protocol television 
Philo Internet Protocol television 
PlayStation Vue Internet Protocol television 
Sling TV Internet Protocol television 
YouTube TV Internet Protocol television 


BBC America is an American pay television network that is jointly owned by BBC 
Studios and AMC Networks." 


Unlike the BBC's domestic channels in the United Kingdom, BBC America does not 
receive funding from the British licence fee (which is the principal funding for the BBC's 
channels within the United Kingdom), as the BBC cannot fund any of its channels that 
are available outside the United Kingdom.?! Consequently, BBC America operates as 

a commercial-supported channel and accepts traditional advertising. It is also funded by 
television subscription fees. 


As of September 2018, BBC America is available to about 80.9 million television 
households (87.8% of pay television customers) in the United States.” 


History[edit] 


BBC America was launched on March 29, 1998, presenting a mixture of comedy, 
drama and lifestyle programs from BBC Television and other British television 
broadcasters including ITV and Channel 4. In the channel's early days, it focused on 
repeats of popular lifestyle shows such as Changing Rooms and Ground Force. BBC 
America's head of television programming later stated that the channel needed to 
establish a niche, since non-British viewers found the lifestyle shows appealing. = Most 
of the newer programs appeared as part of BBC America's evening schedule. 


The network removed the British soap opera EastEnders from its schedule in 2003 due 
to low ratings; however, the program's removal from BBC America provoked complaints 
from viewers, which caught media attention.“ 


After CEO Paul Lee was appointed president of ABC Family in 2009, the network 
appointed Bill Hilary from Comedy Central to serve as its chief executive officer. Hilary 
appointed Kathryn Mitchell to the new position of general manager. Under Hilary's 
tenure, BBC America was restructured; it moved its main offices to New York City and 
had its programming budget increase substantially. The channel was led by Garth 
Ancier, who served as the president of BBC Worldwide Americas from February 2007 
until 2010, when he was succeeded by former MTV Networks executive Herb Scannell. 
Meanwhile, Perry Simon serves as general manager.™ 


In 2014, AMC Networks acquired a 49.9% equity stake in BBC America for $200 million, 
and replaced Discovery Communications as its management partner. As part of the 
deal, AMC Networks also took on the responsibility of negotiating U.S. broadcast and 
advertising sales for the BBC World News channel. AMC Networks CEO Josh 

Sapan stated that the deal gave his company "a powerful collection of networks that are 
among the most critically acclaimed, with distinct dramas and other potent content that 
creates a deep connection with viewers", while BBC Worldwide CEO Tim_ 

Davie considered it "an opportunity to grow the creative quality and ambition from an 
already high base,."2224 


AMC Networks is also a partner in BritBox, an over-the-top subscription service focused 
on British television that is operated by BBC Studios and ITV plc."2"31 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of programs broadcast by BBC America 


Current([edit] 


e Doctor Who 

e The Graham Norton Show 

e Planet Earth 

e StarTrek 

e Star Trek: The Next Generation 

e StarTrek: Voyager 

e The X-Files 

e Top Gear 

e Top Gear America 

Some of the programs on the channel are edited either for adult content or to allow for 
commercials. Occasionally, comedy shows are run in specially formatted 40-minute 


blocks and a few first-run drama programs are broadcast in a longer block that allows 
them to run to their original broadcast length. Additional series that have been 
previously broadcast may periodically return to the schedule as part of the network's 
rotation of daytime programming. 


Original programming and co-productions (edit] 


In the mid-2000s, BBC America produced a few of its own shows along with some joint 
productions, including Sharpe's Challenge, part of the Sharpe series of made-for- 
television movies and co-produced with ITV; and The State Within and Jekyll, which were 
co-productions with the BBC. The first original series produced solely by the channel 
was Copper, which premiered in the summer of 2012.14 


BBC America has also branched into co-producing British series, including Robin 
Hood, The Musketeers, Killing Eve, and from its fourth series, the revival of Doctor Who. 
451 They also co-produce the Canadian series Orphan Black. 


Newscasts/[edit] 


BBC America used to broadcast BBC World News each Monday through Friday morning 
from 6:00 to 8:00 am Eastern and Pacific Time. All news programs now air exclusively 
on the BBC World News channel, also distributed by AMC Networks in the United States. 
[16] 


The weekday morning (6:00-9:00 am Eastern) simulcast used to include BBC World 
News bulletins, World Business Report, Sport Today, Asia Today, and a one-hour bulletin 
called World News Today. Most of these were removed from the schedule without any 
announcement on April 6, 2009. The weekend morning (6:00-6:30 am ET) simulcast 
was also abruptly dropped on April 4, 2009. According to BBC America, the simulcast 
was dropped because of disappointing ratings.24 


From 2007 to 2011, BBC America broadcast BBC World News America, a 

live Washington, DC-based program anchored by Matt Frei. Katty Kay served asa 
Washington-based correspondent. On February 18, 2011, network management 
announced that BBC World News America would be dropped from BBC America and 
would instead be broadcasting only on the BBC World News channel and PBS member 
stations in the United States.2# 


The network was in discussions to unveil a weekly news program fronted 

by Newsnight host Jeremy Paxman, who was to introduce a synopsis of Newsnight items 
with an international aspect and was expected to bring his brash interviewing style to 
bear on American politicians. An international edition of Newsnight debuted on February 
29, 2008, in the 10-pm time slot. This program was cancelled in November 2008, but 
the announcement of the program's cancellation was not made until April 2009.12 


During major breaking news events, the network sometimes replaces scheduled 
programs with coverage from BBC World News; the London bombings in July 2005 was 
one example. BBC World News's American coverage started out sparse, but has 
expanded within the last decade on several providers throughout the United States, 
generally alongside BBC America as part of AMC Networks' retransmission 

consent negotiations (one previous example is New York City-based Cablevision, which 
did not carry BBC America until August 2011) or BBC World News America, an 
American-focused news program presented by Katty Kay and usually from Washington, 
DC, mainly carried by American public television stations though a distribution 
agreement with Washington PBS member station WETA-TV. 


Sports([edit] 


BBC America has carried coverage of the PDC World Darts Championship in simulcast 
with Sky Sports, with preliminary rounds streaming, and the finals airing on television.22 


Outside the U.S.[edit] 


BBC America is available in Caribbean countries, such as Bermuda on One 
Communications's cable service,24 and the World on Wireless service,24 as well as 

the Bahamas on REVTV,22 in Barbados on Flow,22! in the Cayman Islands on Logic TV, 
241 Grenada on Flow,22 Telbo MiTV in Bonaire,2® in Curaçao on Flow?” and on SXM Cable 
& Data in Sint Maarten. It is also available in the Pacific in the US territory 

of Guam on DoCoMo Pacific?) and GTA Teleguam's IPTV service," as well as in 


the Northern Marianas on DoCoMo Pacific.22 
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This is a list of current, past and upcoming programs broadcast by BBC 
America. 


Current programming|edit] 


Original programming(edit] 


e Blue Planet Now 

e Dirk Gently's Holistic Detective Agency 
e = Killing Eve 

e Top Gear America 


From BBCledit] 


e Doctor Who 

e The Graham Norton Show 

e Luther 

e Monty Python's Flying Circus 
e Nature's Weirdest Events 

e Planet Earth 

e Ripper Street 

e Sherlock 


e Top Gear 


Syndicated [edit] 


CSI: Miami 

Star Trek 

Star Trek: The Next Generation 
Star Trek: Voyager 

The X-Files 


Past programming[edit] 


Original programming(edit] 


BBC America Reveals 

Copper 

Gizmodo: The Gadget Testers#! 

No Kitchen Required 

Orphan Black 

Richard Hammond's Crash Course 

The State Within 

Would You Rather...? with Graham Norton 


Syndicated programming [edit] 
Aledit] 


The American Future: A History by Simon Schama 


Antiques Roadshow 
Any Dream Will Do 
The Apprentice 

Are You Being Served? 
Ashes to Ashes 


Bledit] 


Bargain Hunt 

BBC World News 

BBC World News America 
Bedlam 

Being Human 

Britain's Missing Top Model 
Broadchurch 

Bromwell High 


c[edit] 


Cash in the Attic 

The Catherine Tate Show 
The Choir 

Class 

Come Dine With Me 


e Come Fly with Me 


e Coupling 
D[ edit] 
e Demons 


e Don't Tell the Bride 
e Dragons' Den 
E[ edit] 


e EastEnders 
F[ edit] 


e The Fades 
e Free Agents (UK) 


e Friday Night Dinner 
e Friday Night with Jonathan Ross 


e Funny as Hell 
G[edit] 


e Gavin & Stacey 
e Gordon Ramsay's F Word 


H[edit] 


Hex 

Hotel Babylon 

The Hotel Inspector 

The Hour 

How Clean Is Your House? 

How Do You Solve a Problem like Maria? 
How Not to Decorate 


I[edit] 


e I'd Do Anything 
e The Inbetweeners 


Jledit] 


e James May at the Edge of Space 
e James May on the Moon 

e James May's Toy Stories 

e Jekyll 

e Jonathan Strange & Mr. Norrell?! 


K[edit] 


e Keeping Up Appearances 
L[edit] 


e Last Restaurant Standing 
e Law & Order: UK 

e Life On Mars 

e Little Britain 


M[edit] 


e The Making of Me (TV series) 
e = MI-5 

e Mistresses 

N[edit] 


e Not Going Out 
O[ edit] 


e Occupation 

e The Office 

e Outcasts 

e Outnumbered 


P[edit] 
e Peep Show 


e Planet Earth Original Specials 
e Primeval 


R[edit] 


e Ramsay's Kitchen Nightmares 

e The Real T-Rex 

e Robin Hood 

e The Rolling Stones: Truth and Lies 


S[edit] 


e Sexy Beast 


e Sharpe 
e Sharpe's Challenge 
e Spaced 


e Star Stories 
e Survivors 


T[edit] 


e The Thick of It 

e Torchwood (seasons 1 through 3) 

e Tales in Paradoria (North American Release) 
e Trust 

e The Tudors 


wledit] 


e Whitechapel 
e Wire in the Blood 


e The Worst Week of My Life 
#([edit] 


e 24 Hours in the ER 


Past acquired/syndicated programming[edit] 


e Battlestar Galactica 


e James Bond 


e Skins 
e Space: 1999 


See also[edit] 


e List of programs broadcast by the BBC 
e List of programs broadcast by BBC Canada 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Bibel, Sara (4 March 2013). "'Gizmodo: The Gadget Testers' to Premiere Monday, 18 
March on BBC America". TV by the Numbers. Retrieved 16 March 2013. 


2. ^ Rawden, Jessica (9 April 2013). "Jonathan Strange & Mr. Norrell Gets A Series Order 
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e bbcamerica.com, shows 
e bbcamerica.com, coming soon 


BBC Canada 
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BBC Canada 
EVEN CANADA 
Launched September 7, 2001; 18 years 


ago 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Slogan 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Headquarters 


Sister channel(s) 


Website 


Bell TV 


Corus Entertainment (80%, 


managing partner) 


BBC Studios (20%) 


(jasper Broadcasting Inc.) 


1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to letterboxed 480i for 


the SDTV feed) 


The best and boldest of British 


television 


Canada 


English 


Canada 


Toronto, Ontario 


DejaView 

CMT 

MovieTime 
Showcase 
Séries+ 

Global News: BC 1 
ABC Spark 

Adult Swim 


bbccanada.com 


Availability 


Satellite 


Channel 635 (SD) 


Shaw Direct Channel 534 (SD) 
Channel 166 (HD) 


Cable 


Available on every Channel slots vary on each 


cable system provider 


IPTV 


Bell Aliant Fibe TV Channel 266 (SD) 


Bell Fibe TV Channel 635 (SD) 
Bell MTS Channel 304 (SD) 
Optik TV Channel 376 (HD) 


Channel 9376 (West, SD) 


SaskTel Channel 145 (SD) 
Channel 445 (HD) 


Hurontel Digital TV Channel 367 (SD) 


VMedia Channel 275 (SD) 


Zazeen Channel 5 (SD) 


BBC Canada is a Canadian English language specialty channel that mostly broadcasts 
television series originally produced by the BBC, the public-service broadcaster of 

the United Kingdom. The channel is owned by Corus Entertainment, with a minority 
stake held by BBC Studios. 


History[edit] 


Alliance Atlantis (AAC) was granted a broadcast licence for a Category 2 speciality 
service covering "entertainment, drama and documentary programming". BBC Canada, 
by the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) in 
November 2000. The channel was launched on 7 September 2001 as a joint 

venture between AAC and BBC Worldwide. 


To promote the launch of BBC Canada's 2007 fall season, a 16-page British-style tabloid 
insert called the BBC Telly was published in the Toronto Star. Toronto-based Pilot 
PMR created the campaign. 


On January 28, 2008, a joint venture between Canwest and Goldman Sachs Capital 
Partners known as CW Media bought Alliance Atlantis and gained AAC's interest in BBC 
Canada. On October 27, 2010, the channel's ownership changed once again as Shaw 
Communications gained control of BBC Canada as a result of its acquisition of Canwest 
and Goldman Sachs' interest in CW Media.#4! 


OnMay 13, 2011, BBC Canada was separated from BBC Kids due to its ownership 
changing hands to Knowledge Network. On April 1, 2016, Corus Entertainment acquired 
Shaw Media, and BBC Canada became a sister station to CMT, ABC Spark, and the 
defunct Sundance Channel. 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of programs broadcast by BBC Canada 


While BBC Canada is part-owned by the BBC, not all of the BBC's programmes air on 
BBC Canada. In general, while BBC Worldwide and its affiliated operations have a "first 
look" at the corporation's output, this right only applies so long as BBC Worldwide pays 
no less than what the BBC Commercial Agency, which is at arm's length, judges to be a 
particular property's value.= Furthermore, while BBC Canada serves a similar purpose to 
the BBC America channel available in the United States, there are also significant 
differences between the programming rights owned by the two channels. 


This means that much of the BBC's output (and, for that matter, BBC America's original 
programming) airs on other Canadian channels which have either co-produced the 
programmes or simply bid more for the Canadian broadcast rights. Conversely, many of 
the British series that do air on the channel are not sourced from the BBC, with some 
having originally been produced by or aired on other British channels, such as the 
privately owned ITV or the independent public-service broadcaster Channel 4. 


Despite its British focus, BBC Canada is licensed as a Canadian channel and is not 
exempt from the CRTC's broadcasting regulations that require it to carry a quota 

of Canadian content. This means that in addition to British programmes, it also 
broadcasts a number of Canadian series, which according to the channel's licence are 
required to "explore or [be] informed by Canada's relationship to the United Kingdom 
and the Commonwealth".“. Canadian programmes currently airing on the channel 
include repeats of Disaster DIY and Holmes Inspection. In the early 2010s, the channel 
began airing American series featuring British personalities, such as the American 
version of the Gordon Ramsay programme Kitchen Nightmares (it has also in the past 
carried the British parent series Ramsay's Kitchen Nightmares), and repeat airings of 
the American dramas House and Elementary (each of which has a British actor in the 
lead role). 


Many of the channel's programmes, whether British, American or Canadian, are shared 
with other Corus Entertainment channels such as the Global Television 
Network, Showcase, HGTV and Food Network. 


BBC Canada does not ordinarily carry BBC News programming, as the BBC World 
News channel is also widely available in Canada, and BBC News also has a long- 
standing content-sharing agreement with the CBC. On the rare occasions that BBC 
Canada does carry news coverage, coverage may be produced by Corus-owned Global 
News instead of the BBC, such as with the wedding of Prince William and Catherine 
Middleton. 


BBC Canada HD[edit] 


In October 2016, Corus launched BBC Canada HD, a 1080i high definition simulcast of 
the standard definition feed. The HD feed was first launched on Optik TV that year, 
while Shaw Direct added it 2 years later on October 16, 2018. 


Related properties[edit] 


Apart from the television channel, BBC Worldwide directly operates a BBC Canada Shop 
website which sells merchandise related to British television series such as Top 
Gear, Little Britain and Doctor Who. 


See also[edit] 


e BBC 
e Other BBC-associated television channels available in Canada: 
o BBC Arabic - news service in Arabic operated under licence by Ethnic Channels 


Group 

o BBC Earth - factual programming channel operated under licence by Blue Ant 
Media 

o BBC Kids - now-defunct children's channel majority-owned by Knowledge 
Network 


o BBC World News - distributed directly as a permitted foreign channel 
o BritBox - cross-genre British TV streaming service jointly owned by BBC 
Studios, ITV plc and AMC Networks 
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This is a list of current, past and upcoming programs broadcast by BBC 
Canada as of September 2015. 


Current programming|[edit] 
A[edit] 


e Antiques Roadshow 
B[edit] 


e Border Force 
e Border Security (Australia) 


Cledit] 


e Countdown to Murder 


Di edit] 


e Death in Paradise 
e Dragons' Den (UK) 


F[edit] 


e From Darkness 


G[edit] 


e The Graham Norton Show 
H[edit] 


e Holmes Makes it Right 
e Holmes on Homes 


K[ edit] 


e Kitchen Nightmares 
Ledit] 


e Little Britain 
e Location, Location, Location 


P[edit] 

e A Place to Call Home 
R[edit] 

e The Royal Bodyguard 
S[edit] 

e Spooks 

T[edit] 

e Top Gear 


e Torchwood 
e A Town & Country Murder 


Wledit] 


e Wei in Pass Me The Soap 


Past programming[edit] 


e 55 Degrees North 

e Absolute Power 

e According to Bex 

e Afterlife 

e Agent vs Agent 

e Alan Carr: Chatty Man 

e Alan Clark Diaries 

e Anne of Green Gables (live action version only) 


Ancestors in the Attic 
Ashes to Ashes 

At the End Of My Leash 
Auf Wiedersehen Pet 
Bargain Hunt 
Beachcomber Cottage 
Beautiful People 

Big City Broker 

The Big Flip 
Blackadder 

The Body Farm 
Britain's Worst Driver 
Build a New Life 

The Catherine Tate Show 
Celeb 

Celebrity Fantasy Homes 
Colin & Justin's Home Heist 
Come Fly With Me 
Conviction 

Coupling 

The Crouches 
Cutting It 

Dalziel and Pascoe 
Daniel Deronda 

Dead Ringers 

Death in Holy Orders 
Debbie Travis’ Facelift 
Design Inc. 

Dream Home Abroad 
EastEnders 
Escape to the Country 
The F Word 

The Fades 

Fantasy Homes by the Sea 
Fawlty Towers 

Find Me The Face 

The Fix 

Flog It! 

Free Agents 

Fresh and Wild 

Friday Night Dinner 
Garden Invaders 

Gavin & Stacey 

Hell's Kitchen (UK) 
Holiday Showdown 
Holmes Inspection 
Holmes on Homes 
Home To Stay 


Homes Under The Hammer 
The Hotel Inspector 

How Not to Live Your Life 
How the Other Half Live 
Ideal 

Inspector Lynley 

The Jonathan Ross Show 
judge John Deed 

Junk Brothers 

The Kumars at No. 42 

The Lakes 

Law and Order: UK 

Life Laundry 

Life on Mars 

A Likeness in Stone 

Little Britain Abroad 
Living The Dream 

Luther 

Make My Body Younger 
Manchild 

Mary Queen of Shops 
Mersey Beat 

Million Pound Property Experiment 
Misfits 

Monroe 

Neat 

The Omid Djalili Show 

The Other Boleyn Girl 
PA'S 

Property Virgins 

Put Your Money Where Your Mouth Is 
Ramsay's Best Restaurant 
Ramsay's Kitchen Nightmares 
Real Men 

Real Renos 

The Really Big Flip 
Restaurant Makeover 
Rich Bride, Poor Bride 
Robin Hood 

Room Rivals 

Room Service 
Scott & Bailey 

Servants 

Spa/Teen Spa 

State of Play 

Strange 

Swiss Toni 

Tamasin’s Weekends 


e The Thin Blue Line 

e This Small Space 

e Til Debt Do Us Part 

e TLC 

e Total Wipeout 

e Trading Up In The Sun 
e Two Pints of Lager and a Packet of Crisps 
e The Unsellables 

e The Unsellables (UK) 

e Waking The Dead 

e Wedding SOS 

e What Not to Wear 


e The World's Toughest Driving Tests 
e Would You Rather? 


See also[edit] 


e List of programs broadcast by the BBC 
e BBC Canada 
e BBC 


e List of programs broadcast by BBC America 


References[edit] 


e http://www.bbccanada.com/Schedule/ 

e http://www.bbccanada.com/Series/ 

e https://web.archive.org/web/20120516052633/http://www.channelcanada.com/ 
Article1937.html 

e http://www.falltvpreview.com/channel.php?id=10 
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BBC Entertainment 


BIBIC 
entertainment 


Launched 1 October 2006; 13 years ago 
Owned by BBC Studios 

Picture format 16:9 (SDTV) 

Country United Kingdom 

Broadcast area Europe, Middle 


East, Africa, South Asia, Asia 


Pacific and Latin America 


Replaced BBC Prime 
(1995-2009) 


Sister channel(s) CBeebies 
CBBC 
BBC World News 
BBC Lifestyle 
BBC Earth 
BBC HD 
BBC First 
BBC Brit 


Website www.bbcentertainment.com 


Availability 


Digiturk (Turkey) 


yes (Israel) 


ZON 
Multimédia(Portugal 


) 


Ziggo (Netherlands) 


Kabel 
Deutschland (Germa 


ny) 


HOT (Digital) (Israel) 


Cabovisao (Portugal) 


ZON 
Multimédia (Portugal 


) 


MC Cable (Monaco) 


Numericable (France 


) 


Numericable (Belgiu 


m) 


Satellite 


Channel 115 


Channel 32 


Channel 230 


Cable 


Channel 65 


Channel 853 (SD) 


Channel 42 


Channel 130 


Channel 230 


Channel 232 


Channel 81 


Channel 65 


Numericable (Luxem Channel 86 


bourg) 


Telenet (Belgium) Channel 552 


Naxoo (Switzerland) Channel 212 


UPC Channel 177 (SD) 


Austria (Austria) 


Cablenet (Cyprus) Channel 405 (SD) 


Caiway (Netherlands) Channel 117 


DELTA (Netherlands) Channel 354 


Kabel Channel 144 


Noord (Netherlands) 


IPTV 
MEO (Portugal) Channel 226 
Free (France) Channel 426 


CytaVision (Cyprus) Channel 70 


PrimeTel (Cyprus) Channel 70 


AonTV (Austria) Channel 59 
Proximus Channel 222 Brussels 
TV (Belgium) Channel 27 Flanders 


Channel 247 Wallonia 


A1 TV (Austria) Channel 58 (SD) 


T-Mobile (Netherland Channel 115 


s) 


Tele2 (Netherlands) Channel 202 


Streaming media 


Telenet Yelo TV Live TV (Belgium only) 


Ziggo ZiggoGO.tv (Europe only) 
GO (Netherlands) 


BBC Entertainment is an international television channel broadcasting comedy, 
drama, light entertainment, reality and children's programming (some regions only) 
from the BBC, Channel 4 and other UK production houses. The channel broadcasts 
regional versions to suit local demands and replaced BBC Prime. It is wholly owned 
by BBC Studios. 


Launch dates/edit] 


The channel was launched in October 2006, replacing BBC Prime in Asian markets such 
as Singapore, Hong Kong, Thailand and South Korea. On 28 December 2006, it was 
launched on the Astro platform in Malaysia. The channel was launched in India in May 
2007 on the Tata Sky platform and on India online Broadband Public Limited, but ceased 
broadcasting at the end of November 2012 due to "commercial considerations". 


The channel was launched in Poland, on Cyfrowy Polsat, in December 2007, and 
replaced BBC Prime on DStv in South Africa on 1 September 2008. It was launched 
together with its sister channels (BBC Knowledge, BBC Lifestyle and BBC HD) in 

the Nordic countries in November 2008, when it replaced BBC Prime on Canal 

Digital, Com Hem, Telia Digital-TV and FastTV. The Nordic countries get a separate feed 
of the channel which differs from that in the rest of Europe. It was also launched 

in Mexico on the SKY México digital satellite platform in August 2008 in a deal 

with Televisa, and it has since extended to other Central and South American countries. 


The channel replaced BBC Prime in the rest of Europe and the Middle East & North 
Africa in November 2009. In Belgium, the Netherlands and Switzerland, BBC 
Entertainment is carried alongside BBC One and BBC Two on the Telenet, Ziggo, 
and Naxoo cable networks. 


On 1 December 2009, Astro dropped the channel and replaced it with ITV Granada. On 1 
March 2010 in Italy Sky Italia also dropped the channel. In 2010 Kabel 
Deutschland (Germany) made it a pay-TV channel. 


In August 2012, Unifi picked up the channel, thus making the channel available in 
Malaysia once more after a 3-year hiatus. However Unifi dropped the channel in 
December 2015. 


On 13 April 2017, BBC Entertainment ceased its transmissions in Latin American 
countries, along with BBC Earth and CBeebies. ‘st#taneedea 


Finally, BBC First was launched in some Asian regions on 19 March 2016. Singapore 

Via Starhub TV broadcasts ceased on 29 April 2015, while in Hong Kong, Thailand and 
Indonesia, broadcasts ceased on 1 January 2017. In Myanmar and Mongolia, broadcasts 
ceased on 1 March 2018. In Taiwan, broadcasts ceased on 10 March 2017 and were 
replaced by CBeebies. 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of television programmes broadcast by the BBC 


This table is not complete 


: i n 
First First seen o 


Programme name Format / Genre broadcast BBC 
Entertainment 
Absolutely Fabulous Sitcom 1992-2002 
After You've Gone Sitcom 2007-2008 April 2013 
Alan Carr: Chatty Man Comedy chat show 2009- March 2013 
As Time Goes By Sitcom 1992-2005 March 2013 
Bedlam Supernatural drama 2011-2012 
Being Erica Comedy drama 2009-2011 May 2013 
Big Barn Farm Children's TV 2008- 
Blue Peter Children's TV 1958- April 2016 


Casualty Medical drama 1986- April 2013 


Doctors 2000- March 2013 


ia eres 


TV 
EastEnders 1985- February 2013 


Edition 

Full Circle Michael Palin Travel documentary 

The Graham Norton Show 

Grandpa in My Pocket Children's TV comedy w 
om m 


mo | 
-oO mes pem as 
Live at the Apollo Standup comedy 


drama 
Masterchef (UK) 2005- March 2013 


Monarch of the Glen 2000-2005 March 2013 


Penelope K, by the way 

Sahara with Michael Palin Travel documentary 
Nature documentary 

Ty's Great British Adventure 2008-2010 aa 


The Voice UK Talent show 2012- May 2016 


Waking the Dead Bt aca 2000-2011 
Walking with Dinosaurs 7 


Weakest Link January 2013 


Yes Minister Political satire 1980-1984 


See also[edit] 


BBC America 

BBC Canada 

BBC Earth 

BBC First 

BBC HD (international 
BBC Knowledge 

BBC Lifestyle 

BBC World News 
CBBC 

CBeebies 


References[edit] 


1. ^ Davies, Will (2012-11-02). "BBC Pulls Plug on Two India Channels - India Real Time - 
WSJ". Blogs.wsj.com. Retrieved 2013-06-27. 


External links[edit] 


e BBC Entertainment - Official website 

e BBC Nordic - Official website 

e BBC to launch global TV channels BBC News Online 

e BBC Worldwide bows new channels Variety 

e BBC launches entertainment, kids channels 

e BBC Worldwide, Televisa to launch channels 

e BBC Prime to be rebranded as BBC Entertainment in Europe and Middle East 
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This article is about the international variant of BBC First. For the localised Australian 
version of BBC First, see BBC First (Australia). For the localised Dutch version of BBC 
First, see BBC First (Dutch TV channel). 


Not to be confused with BBC One. 


BBC First 


BIBIC 
FIRST 


BBC First logo 


Launched 3 August 2014; 5 years ago 


Owned by BBC Studios 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 


the SDTV feed) 


Slogan Unmissable 


Broadcast area Australia 
Netherlands 
Belgium 
Africa 
Middle East 
Singapore 
Malaysia 


Poland 


Sister channel(s) BBC Earth 
BBC UKTV 
BBC HD 
BBC Lifestyle 
BBC Entertainment 


BBC World News 


BBC Brit 
CBeebies 
Website BBCFirst.tv 
Availability 
Satellite 
Foxtel (Australia) Channel 117 (SD) 


Channel 217 (HD) 


DStv (Africa) Channel 119 


OSN (Middle Channel 215 (HD) 
East & North Africa) 


Cable 


Foxtel (Australia) Channel 117 (SD) 
Channel 217 (HD) 


Telenet (Belgium) Channel 561 (Flanders) 
Channel 741 (Brussels) 


StarHub TV (Singapore) Channel 522 (HD) 


Ziggo (Netherlands) Channel 22 (HD) 
IPTV 
Flip TV (Australia) Channel 101 


KPN/Telfort/XS4ALL (Net Channel 25 


herlands) 


Lijbrandt (Netherlands) Channel 116 


Unifi TV (Malaysia)™ Channel 481 (HD)# 
now TV (Hong Kong) Channel 503 
Fetch TV (Australia) Channel 114 (HD) 


T-Mobile (Netherlands) Channel 110 


Streaming media 


Foxtel Go Channel 117 (Australia 
only) 


Yelo TV Watch live (Belgium only) 


StarHub Go Channel 522 (Singapore 
only) 

Unifi Play TV watch online (Malaysia 
only) 

BBC Player watch online (Singapore 


and Malaysia only) 


Ziggo GO ZiggoGO.tv (Netherlands 
only) 


BBC First is an entertainment subscription television channel featuring comedy, crime 
and drama programming. The channel is wholly owned and operated by BBC Studios. 
The channel began rolling out internationally in 2014, launching first in Australia, 221a 


History[edit] 


In October 2013, BBC announced that in 2014 they would rollout 3 new brands - BBC 
Earth, BBC First, and BBC Brit, with BBC First to be dedicated to comedy and drama 
programming. 


International roll-out[edit] 
Asia[edit] 
Hong Kong/edit] 


On 1 November 2016, BBC First launched as a Subscription Video-On-Demand (SVOD) 
service in Hong Kong. The channel replaced BBC On Demand and BBC 

Entertainment on Now TV.“ On 14 November 2016, the service was launched on myTV 
Super OTT platform. 


Malaysia[edit] 


BBC First was launched as a Subscription Video-On-Demand (SVOD) service 

on HyppTV Channel 812 on 1 October 2016, 10 months after BBC Entertainment was 
dropped from the provider.“ The channel's content is also available in the "VOD" tab in 
the HyppTV Everywhere app for iOS and Android. 

Singapore| edit] 

BBC First launched a Subscription Video-On-Demand (SVOD) service on StarHub 

TV Channel 522 on 4 April 2016.4 


Australia| edit] 


Main article: BBC First (Australia) 


On 17 April 2013, it was announced that the BBC had forged a new exclusive deal 

with Australian subscription television provider Foxtel which would see a new channel 
launched that would feature comedy and drama content, with programming screening 
as close to their original UK transmission as possible. It was later announced the new 
channel would be named BBC First, a new global brand that would roll out in 2014, 
with Australia being the first location to launch the new channel, on 3 August 2014. #1181 
[9] 


Europe|edit] 


Netherlands & Belgium|( edit] 
Main article: BBC First (Dutch TV channel) 


BBC First launched in the Netherlands on 16 May 2015.5% 
Central and Eastern Europe| edit] 


BBC First made its debut as a linear channel in Poland on 26 October 2018, 
replacing BBC HD. 


Commenting on the development, Jacek Koskowski, general manager and VP for Poland, 
BBC Studios, said: “We're living through a golden era of British drama with outstanding 
talent producing some of the very best television in the world. Increasing the drama 
hours on BBC HD was integral to that channel’s recent growth and now we are going 
further by bringing viewers even more of what they want. Coupled with the addition of 
Polish and English subtitles for the first time, I’m delighted to be introducing a dedicated 
premium drama channel to Poland” .“4 


BBC First launched in Croatia, Macedonia and Slovenia on 1 April 2019.22 
Middle East & North Africa[ edit] 


On 7 January 2016, BBC Worldwide and OSN (Orbit Showtime Network) have announced 
that they had forged a new and exclusive deal which would see the launch of BBC First 
HD on the first of February 2016. The new channel would broadcast to Middle East & 
North Africa and would feature comedy and drama content, with programming 
screening 48 hours after their UK premier. 


South Africa[ edit] 
The channel launched in South Africa on 18 October 2015231041 


Programming blocks/ edit] 


There are BBC First programming blocks on the following channels: 


e AXN Mystery (Japan, since 7 May 2015) 
e Zee Café (India, since 26 June 2017)#4 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of television programmes broadcast by the BBC 


Current programming/edit] 
Original programming| edit] 


e Banished 
Acquired programming| edit] 
Not all content are available in all territories. 


e A Young Doctor's Notebook 
e Alan Partridge: Welcome to the Places of My Life 
e Alan Partridge on Open Books with Martin Bryce 
e Breathless 

e Burton & Taylor 

e Dates 

e DCI Banks (series 4) 

e Dead Boss 

e Derek (series 2) 

e Doctor Who (series 1-9) 

e The Fall (series 2) 

e Father Brown (series 4) 

e The Fear 

e The Game 

e The Honourable Woman 

e = This is Jinsy (series 2) 

e Luther 

e The Musketeers 

e Peaky Blinders 

e The Politician's Husband 

e Quirke 

e Roger & Val Have Just Got In 
e Sherlock (series 2-3) 


e The Village 
e Wallander (series 4) 


Future programming[edit] 


e Wolf Hall (11 April 2015)24 
e Call the Midwife (2015): 
e New Tricks (2015) 

e Class” 
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BBC First 


BIBIC 


FIRST 


BBC First logo 


Launched 3 August 2014 


Owned by BBC Studios 


Picture 576i (16:9 SDTV) 

format 1080i (16:9 HDTV) 
Audience 0.2 (26 December 2015, [1]) 
share 

Broadcast Australia 

area 

Sister BBC Knowledge 


channel(s) BBC UKTV 
BBC World News 


CBeebies 
Website http://www.bbcaustralia.com/channels/ 
first/ 
Availability 
Satellite 
Foxtel Channel 117 (SD) 


Channel 217 (HD) 


Cable 


Foxtel Channel 117 (SD) 
Channel 217 (HD) 


IPTV 


Fetch TV Channel 105 (HD) 


Streaming media 


Foxtel Go Channel 117 


BBC First is an entertainment subscription television channel broadcasting in Australia. 
It is the localised version of the internationally available BBC First. The channel is wholly 
owned and operated by BBC Studios, “2121 


History[edit] 


On 17 April 2013, it was announced that the BBC had forged a new exclusive deal 
with Australian subscription television provider Foxtel which would see a new channel 
launched that would feature comedy and drama content, with programming screening 
as close to their original UK transmission as possible. 


The following day it was announced that this deal resulted in the end of a 50-year-old 
deal with Australian free-to-air broadcaster ABC which they were not consulted about. 
{1 Despite the new exclusive deal with Foxtel, it does not affect 'grandfathering' 
agreements whereby series that are currently broadcasting on other networks are not 
affected and will remain on their current network.“ The programming that is shown on 
the new channel will not air on Australian free-to-air for at least 12 months after its first 
airing, if ever. 2151 


It was later announced the new channel would be named BBC First, a new global brand 
that would roll out in 2014, with Australia being the first location to launch the new 
channel.” The Australian channel is available in linear format and in high definition, 
launching on 3 August 2014. ue 


On 1 February 2015, BBC First launched on Australian IPTV service Fetch TV - ending 
Foxtel's exclusivity. 2! 


Programming[edit] 


The channel targets affluent people aged between 25 and 54 years, with a specific 
target demographic of women aged 40-54 years.22 


Original programming(edit] 


e Banished (co-production) 
Acquired programming (edit] 


e A Young Doctor's Notebook”! 

e Alan Partridge: Welcome to the Places of My Life™! 
e Burton & Taylor! 

e Call the Midwife (2015)™ 

e Dates! 

e Dead Boss! 

e Derek?! (series 2) 

e Dickensian“ 

e Episodes (seasons 3-4)22281 

e The Falt» (series 2) 


e The Fear 
e The Game! 
e The Honourable Woman! 


e = =Luther?! 
e Midwinter of the Spirit?! 


e New Tricks (2015)24 


e The Night Manager! 
e The Musketeers?! 


e Peaky Blinders! 
e The Politician's Husband! 


e Quirke”! 
e War & Peace?” 
e Wolf Hall (11 April 2015)22 


e The Village"?! 
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BBC First 


BI BIC) 
FIRST 


BBC First logo 


Launched 16 May 2015; 4 years ago 


Network BBC Benelux 


Owned by BBC Studios 


Picture format 1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for 
the SDTV feed) 


Audience share 


Slogan 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Sister channel(s) 


Website 


Ziggo (Netherlands) 


Telenet (Belgium) 


Caiway (Netherlands 


) 


DELTA (Netherlands) 


1.6% (2018, SKO) 


Unmissable 


Netherlands 


Dutch 
English 


Netherlands 


Belgium 


BBC One 

BBC Two 

BBC Four 

BBC Entertainment 
BBC World News 
CBBC 

CBeebies 


BBCBenelux.com 


Availability 


Cable 


Channel 22 


Channel 310 (Flanders) 
Channel 330 (Brussels) 


Channel 17 


Channel 20 


Kabel Channel 139 


Noord (Netherlands) 

IPTV 
KPN (Netherlands) Channel 25 
Tele2 (Netherlands) Channel 31 


T-Mobile (Netherland Channel 110 


s) 


Proximus (Belgium) Channel 25 (Flanders) 
Channel 220 (Brussels) 
Channel 245 (Wallonia) 


Streaming media 


Ziggo ZiggoGO.tv (Europe only) 
GO (Netherlands) 


Yelo TV Watch live (Belgium only) 


BBC First is a Dutch pay television channel dedicated to British television drama and 
crime series. It launched in the Netherlands on 16 May 2015 and in Belgium on 4 June 
2015. The channel is distributed by BBC Benelux, a division of BBC Studios. It is the 
localised version of the internationally available BBC First, with Dutch subtitles, Dutch 
voice-overs between programmes and during commercial breaks, and localised 
advertisement. The programming consists not only of BBC productions, but also of 
productions of, among others, ITV. 


History[edit] 


BBC First launched in the Netherlands on 16 May 2015, initially exclusively on the KPN 
IPTV service (Interactieve TV van KPN) on channel 23. The programme mix is specifically 
for the Netherlands, with more emphasis placed on drama and crime series. All 
programming is subtitled in Dutch. KPN simultaneously withdrew BBC Three and BBC 
Four. 


The channel launched in Belgium on 4 June 2015.28! 


On 1 July 2016 Ziggo added BBC First to its channel line up.“ 
See also[edit] 


e BBC Studios 
e International BBC television channels 
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BBC Brit 


| Launched 1 February 2015 (Official; 
Poland) 
13 April 2015 (Nordic 


Countries) 


1 September 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Slogan 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Replaced 


Sister channel(s) 


Website 


RiksTV 


(Norway) 


Televarpið 


(Faroe Islands) 


2015 (Africa) 


BBC Studios 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (16:9 HDTV) 


Unmissable 


Various 


Available in 7 countries 


International 


BBC Entertainment 


BBC Earth 

BBC HD 

BBC Entertainment 
BBC Lifestyle 

BBC First 

BBC World News 
CBeebies 


www.BBCBrit.com 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Channel 11 


Channel 7 


Satellite 


Cyfrowy Polsat (Poland) 


NC+ (Poland) 


Orange Polska (Poland) 


Canal Digital (Finland, 


Sweden, Norway & Denmark) 


DStv (Africa) 


UPC Polska (Poland) 


TOYA (Poland) 


Netia (Poland) 


INEA (Poland) 


VECTRA (Poland) 


YouSee (Denmark) 


DNA Finland (Finland) 


Canal Digital (Norway) 


GET (Norway) 


Channel 101 (HD) 
Channel 162 (HD) 


Channel 118 (HD) 
Channel 141 


Channel 27 (Finland) 


( 

Channel 36 (Sweden) 
Channel 41 (Norway) 
Channel 42 (Denmark) 


Channel 120 


Channel 111/207 
Channel 371 
Channel 90 
Channel 133 
Channel 701 
Channel 18 
Channel 260 
Channel 24 


Channel 16 


Com Hem (Sweden) Channel 63 HD 


Sappa (Sweden) Channel 33 HD 

Elisa (Finland) Channel 300 HD 
IPTV 

Elisa (Finland) Channel 780 HD 


PTCL Smart TV (Pakistan) 096 
Streaming media 


BBC Player Singapore and watch online (Singapore 
Malaysia (Singapore, and Malaysia only) 


Malaysia) 


BBC Brit is an entertainment subscription television channel featuring factual 
entertainment programming. The channel is wholly owned and operated by BBC 
Studios. Originally set to roll out internationally in 2014,” it was later announced it 
would launch in 2015,” starting in Poland. 


History[edit] 


In October 2013, BBC announced that in 2014 they would roll out three new brands 

- BBC Earth, BBC First, and BBC Brit, with BBC Brit to be dedicated to entertainment 
programming.” It was later announced that the content would largely be factual 
entertainment, featuring BBC series Top Gear with the possibility for increases in local 
adaptions of the series. Other series are to include Room 101 and Mock the Week. It 
was also announced that roughly 50 hours, or roughly 5 series, of new content would be 
ordered for the new channel. 


International roll-out(/edit] 


Poland( edit] 
BBC Brit premiered in Poland on 1 February 2015, replacing BBC Entertainment. 


Nordic Countries| edit] 


BBC Brit replaced BBC Entertainment 
in Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Iceland on 13 April 2015.“ 


Africa[ edit] 


The channel launched on DStv in Africa replacing BBC Entertainment on 1 September 
2015.4 


Singapore| edit] 


The channel's content is offered exclusively on BBC Player Singapore (a local version of 
the BBC iPlayer service) .24 


Malaysia[edit] 

The channel's content is offered exclusively on BBC Player Malaysia (a local version of 
the BBC iPlayer service) .24 

Programmes[edit]  =ăž f l 

Main article: List of television programmes broadcast by the BBC 


e Bad Robots 

e Billy Connolly's Big Send Off 
e The Classic Cars Show 

e Duck Quacks Don't Echo 

e The Graham Norton Show 

e Life Is Toff 

e Live at the Apollo 

e The Moaning of Life 

e Mock The Week 

e Pointless 

e Police Interceptors 

e Room 101 

e Royal Marines Commando School 
e Rude(ish) Tube 

e Top Gear 

e Total Wipeout 

e Undercover Boss USA 

e The Wrong Mans 

e Youngers 
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This article is about the factual programming brand. For the international channel, 
see BBC Earth (TV channel). 


This article needs additional citations 

for verification. Please help improve this article by adding 

citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be 
ees challenged and removed. 

Find sources: "BBC 

Earth" - news " newspapers « books = scholar » JSTOR (May 2018) (Learn 

how and when to remove this template message) 


BBC Earth logo 


BBC Earth is a brand used by BBC Worldwide since 2009 to market and distribute 
the BBC's natural history content to countries other than the United Kingdom. BBC 
Worldwide is the commercial arm of the public service broadcaster. 


BBC Earth commercially represents the BBC Natural History Unit, the largest wildlife 
documentary production house in the world." BBC Earth is responsible for the 
worldwide marketing and distribution of titles such as Frozen Planet, Life, Blue Planet, 
and Planet Earth. It has generated sales to over 180 countries. 


The BBC Earth brand is used across a range of media platforms, including concert-style 
documentary viewings with a live orchestra and interactive experiences at museums 
and theme parks. Its website was relaunched in 2010 incorporating a new consumer- 
facing site "Life Is" which features a bi-monthly magazine style update and a blog. The 
brand is also used for new releases of BBC natural history titles on DVD and Blu-ray. 


BBC Earth Films[edit] 


In 2010 the brand launched BBC Earth Films, the theatrical arm of BBC Earth. Three 
new productions were announced at the launch: One Life (2011), Walking with 
Dinosaurs 3D (2013) and Enchanted Kingdom 3D (2014). In September 2012, BBC Earth 
Films announced a further three projects, a trio of 3D documentaries produced in 
collaboration with Giant Screen Films. Amazing Bugs! 3D, Africa: The Wildest Place on 
Earth 3D and Sharks! Rulers of the Seas 3D will be developed for theatres, museums 
and visitor attractions. 


Orbifedit] 


In 2013, BBC Earth and Sega opened a theme park called Orbi in Yokohama, Japan. The 
park contains 12 attractions and a 23.4 degree theatre. 
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This article is about the international channel. For the factual programming brand, 
see BBC Earth. 


BBC Earth 


Launched 


Closed 


1 February 2015 (Poland) 
13 April 2015 (Nordic 
Regions) 

14 April 2015 (Romania, 
Turkey & Hungary) 

1 September 2015 (Latin 
America & South Africa) 

3 October 2015 (Asia) 

28 December 

2015 (Serbia) 

1 January 2016 (Eastern 
Europe) 

6 March 2017 (india, 

as Sony BBC Earth) 

1 April 2017 (Philippines) 
12 September 2017 (Laos) 
1 October 2017 (Greece) 
1 February 2018 (Croatia) 
5 April 2018 (MENA) 

22 October 2018 (New 
Zealand) 

15 November 2018 (Czech 
Republic and Slovakia) 

10 October 

2019 (Australia) 


13 April 2017 (Latin 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Audience share 


Country 


Language 


Broadcast area 


Replaced 


Sister channel(s) 


Website 


America) 


BBC Studios 


576i (16:9 SDTV) 
1080i (16:9 HDTV) 


6.8% (2019, AGB) 


United Kingdom 


Various 


Worldwide 


BBC Knowledge 


BBC HD (Latin America only) 


BBC 


Entertainment (Eastern 


Europe only) 


BBC Brit 

BBC HD 

BBC Entertainment 
BBC Lifestyle 

BBC First 

BBC World News 
CBeebies 


www.bbcearth.com 


Availability 


Satellite 


NC+ (Poland) Channel 80 (HD) 


Cyfrowy Polsat (Poland) 


Canal Digital (Denmark, 


Finland, Norway & Sweden) 


beIN (MENA) 


TrueVisions (Thailand) 


DStv (Africa) 


Indovision (Indonesia) 


Airtel Digital TV (India) 


Cignal (Philippines) 


SKY NET (Myanmar) 


CANAL+ (Myanmar) 


Digiturk (Turkey) 


Tivibu (Turkey) 


Foxtel 


(Australia) 


Channel 71 (SD) 
Channel 163 (HD) 


Channel 38 (Denmark) 
Channel 26 (Finland) 


( 
( 
Channel 37 (Norway) 
Channel 25 (Sweden) 
Channel 308 
Channel 568 (SD/HD) 
Channel 184 (SD/HD) 


Channel 200 (SD/HD) 


Channel 438 (SD) 
Channel 439 (HD) 


Channel 245 (HD) 
Channel 65 (SD) 

Channel 123 (HD) 
Channel 183 (HD) 
Channel 301 (SD) 


Channel 612 (SD/HD) 
Channel 1612 (SD) 


Cable 


Foxtel 


(Australia) 


Optus TV 


(Australia) 


VECTRA (Poland) 


TOYA (Poland) 


Netia (Poland) 


INEA (Poland) 


Orange Polska(Poland) 


YouSee (Denmark) 


Altibox (Norway) 


Canal 


Digital Cable (Norway) 


Com Hem (Sweden) 


Macau Cable TV (Macau) 


Starhub TV 


(Singapore) 


Cable TV Hong Kong 


Tigo Star (Paraguay) 


USATV (Dagupan, 


Channel 612 (SD/HD) 
Channel 1612 (SD) 


Channel 612 


Channel 702 


Channel 370 


Channel 49 


Channel 196 


HD Channel 93 
SD Channel 90 


Channel 63 


Channel 48 


Channel 25 


Channel 50 


Channel 406 


Channel 407 


Channel 721 


Channel 803 (HD) 


Channel 712 (HD) 


Philippines) 


Den (India) Channel 508 
Cablelink (Philippines) Channel 220 
Destiny Channel 128 (Digital) 


Cable/SkyCable (Philippines 
) 


UPC Polska (Poland) Mediabox Channel 393 
Kaon Channel 313 


Horizon Channel 315 


IPTV 
Fetch TV (Australia) Channel 124 
Foxtel Play (Australia) Channel 612 
Flip TV (Australia) Channel 250 
Sappa (Sweden) Channel 34 
Unifi TV (Malaysia) Channel 501 (HD) 
CHT MOD (Taiwan) Channel 252 (HD) 
now TV Channel 220 (HD) 
(Hong Kong) 
myTV Super Channel 401 (HD) 
(Hong Kong) 
Net TV Channel 806 (HD) 


(Nepal) 


Fetch TV Channel 130 (HD) 


(Australia) 
Get (Norway) Channel 51 
Streaming media 
BBC Player watch online (Singapore 
and Malaysia only) 
Unifi Play TV watch online (Malaysia 
only) 
Foxtel Go Channel 612 


BBC Earth is a documentary subscription television channel featuring premium factual 
programming. The channel is wholly owned and operated by BBC Studios. Originally set 
to roll out internationally in 2014," it was later announced it would launch in 2015, 

2 starting in Poland.®! 


History[edit] 


In October 2013, the BBC announced that in 2014 it would rollout 3 new brands - BBC 
Earth, BBC First, and BBC Brit, with BBC Earth to be dedicated to premium factual 
programming." It was later announced that the channel would air series such as Frozen 
Planet and Wonders of the Universe. In addition, roughly 30 hours of new content would 
be ordered for the channel in its first year.“ The channel is set to replace BBC 
Knowledge; however, if the existing channel is successful in certain markets, it may 
continue to operate. 


International roll-out[edit] 


Poland[edit] 
BBC Earth premiered in Poland on 1 February 2015, replacing BBC Knowledge. 


Nordic Regions[edit] 


BBC Earth replaced BBC Knowledge in Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Iceland 
on 13 April 2015.14 


Hungary[ edit] 
BBC Earth replaced BBC Knowledge on 14 April 2015. 
Romania[edit] 


On 14 April 2015, BBC Earth was launched in Romania, replacing BBC Knowledge.™ 
Turkey| edit] 

BBC Earth launched in Turkey, replacing BBC Knowledge, on 14 April 2015.22 
Latin America| edit] 


BBC Earth launched in the Latin American countries of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, 
Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela on 1 September 
2015, replacing BBC HD.“21 On 13 April 2017, the channel ceased its transmissions 
only for Latin America along with BBC Entertainment and CBeebies."341 


South Africa[ edit] 


The channel launched in South Africa on the DStv (satellite) platform replacing BBC 
Knowledge on 1 September 2015.22 


Asia[edit] 


In Asia, BBC Earth launched in Cambodia, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mongolia, 
Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam on 3 October 2015, replacing 
BBC Knowledge.” In the Philippines, it was launch on 1 April 2017 along with BBC World 
News.24 On 12 September 2017, it was announced to be launch via Laosat DTH in Laos. 
u83 |In Myanmar, the channel was available via Sky Net and CANAL+.2% 


Serbia[edit] 
In Serbia, BBC Earth was launched on 28 December 2015 replacing BBC Entertainment. 
[20] 


Eastern Europe[edit] 


BBC Earth premiered in Eastern European countries on 1 January 2016, replacing BBC 
Entertainment. 


Greece| edit] 
In Greece, the channel was launched at Cosmote TV on 1 October 2017.24 
Middle East & North Africa (MENA)/ edit] 


BBC Earth premiered in Middle East & North Africa through the beIN DTH service 
effective on 5 April 2018.22 


India| edit] 
Main article: Sony BBC Earth 


BBC have entered into a joint venture with Multi Screen Media to launch the channel in 
India, branded as Sony BBC Earth. It was launched on 6 March 2017, following 
regulatory approval of the joint venture. Kareena Kapoor is the ambassador for this 
channel.22 


Canada| edit] 
Main article: BBC Earth (Canada) 


On 6 December 2016, BBC Worldwide and Canadian media company Blue Ant 
Media announced plans to launch a Canadian version of BBC Earth. The channel 
launched on 24 January 2017 and on 18 February 2017 will host the Canadian premiere 


of Planet Earth Il, on the same date as the United States, where it will air on BBC 
America.2 BBC Earth replaced Blue Ant Media's radX. Due to foreign ownership 
restrictions by the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission, the 
channel is fully owned by Blue Ant Media, with the BBC Earth brand and programming 
licensed from BBC Worldwide. 29261271 


New Zealand([ edit] 


BBC Earth launched on Sky on 22 October 2018 in New Zealand, replacing BBC 
Knowledge. 22! 


Australia| edit] 


BBC Earth launched on Foxtel and Fetch TV in Australia on 10 October 2019, replacing 
BBC Knowledge. 2 


Programming blocks/ edit] 
There are BBC Earth programming blocks on the following channels: 


e ProSieben Maxx (Germany; since 3 September 2013).2% 
e #0, previously Canal+ (Spain; since June 2015),.24 

e Eén (Flanders; since Autumn 2015),24 

e WOWOW (Japan; since 2010)#21331 
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BBC HD 


BIBICKo 


Launched 22 June 2008; 11 years ago (Australia & 


New Zealand) 

3 December 2008; 10 years ago (Nordic 
region) 

2008 (Scandinavia) 

31 December 2010; 8 years 

ago (Romania) 

2011 (Latin America) 

2012 (Brazil) 

10 January 2017; 2 years ago (Selected 


cruise ships) 


Closed 15 November 2009; 10 years 
ago (Australia & New Zealand) 
2012 (Brazil) 
5 January 2016; 3 years ago (Nordic region, 
excluding Turkey) 


26 October 2018; 13 months ago (Poland) 


Owned by BBC Studios 


Picture 1080i (HDTV) 


format 


Broadcast Turkey, selected cruise ships, maritime 


area industry 


Replaced by UKTV HD (Australia) 
BBC Earth (Latin America) 


BBC First (Poland) 


Sister BBC Entertainment 
channel(s) BBC Earth 

BBC Brit 

BBC First 

BBC Lifestyle 

CBeebies 

CBBC 

BBC World News 


Website [1] [2] 
Availability 
Satellite 
D-Smart Channel 57 
Turkey 
Digiturk Channel 114 
Turkey 
Cable 


Teledünya Channel 6 


Turkey 


BBC HD is an international high-definition television channel provided by BBC Studios. 
In many countries the channel has been replaced by other BBC Studios operations. At 
present, the channel is only available in Turkey, selected cruise ships and within the 
maritime industry. 


It first launched in Australia. An Australian version of BBC HD was broadcast on 

the Foxtel HD+ service which was made available to subscribers on 2 June 2008 and 
was Officially launched on 22 June 2008.™ On 15 November 2009 it was replaced 

on Foxtel HD+ by UKTV HD. 


During the first broadcast of BBC World News America, it was announced that BBC 
America HD would be launched in 2008. However, the HD version did not begin 
broadcasting until 20 July 2009. 


BBC HD started broadcasting to the Scandinavian countries in 2008." A localised Latin 
American feed started in 2011." In 2012 a Brazilian feed was created, though later that 
year, the Brazilian feed merged with that for the rest of the region, with separate audio 
and subtitle channels. 


BBC First replaced BBC HD in Poland on 26 October 2018." 


BBC HD Maritime[edit] 


BBC HD was launched on P&O Cruises and Cunard cruise ships and is provided by 
Global Eagle Entertainment’s (GEE) MTN TV network. The channel was launched on 10 
January 2017 with the intention of expanding further into the maritime industry. The 
channel provides programmes in the genres; drama, comedy, factual entertainment, 
natural history, and documentaries. BBC HD also shows Eastenders, Holby 

City and Casualty at a similar time to their broadcast in the UK.“ 


BBC HD Nordics[edit] 


BBC HD was a television channel broadcasting high-definition programming to Sweden, 
Norway, Finland, Denmark and Iceland. The channel is also included in HD Cable 
Platform Teledünya in Turkey. 


The channel was launched on 3 December 2008 from the Canal Digital platform 

and YouSee in Denmark. It was the third BBC HD channel overall (after the British BB 
HD and BBC HD Australia), and the first in Continental Europe. The launch of BBC HD 
coincided with the launch of BBC Entertainment, BBC Lifestyle and BBC Knowledge in 
Scandinavia. 81 


The channel broadcasts round-the-clock and heavily features BBC dramas and natural 
documentaries such as Bleak House and Planet Earth. 


BBC HD ceased broadcast in the Nordic region on Tuesday 5 January 2016.44 


See also[edit] 


HIGEBBC portal 
[m] e Book: BBC Channels 
Cat (UK) 


e BBC HD (UK) 
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External links[edit] 


e BBC HD International 
e BBC HD Nordics 


Launch dates/edit] 


BBC Lifestyle first launched in Singapore on mio TV in July 2007 (it is now on Singtel TV). 
It is also available in Hong Kong on now TV, in Poland on the Cyfrowy Polsat digital 
satellite platform, where it launched in December 2007, and in Romania on Digi 

TV digital cable television, where it launched on 31 December 2010. It has been 
available on DStv in South Africa and on OSN in the Middle East and North Africa since 
September 2008. Since then, it has also launched in the Scandinavian countries in 
November 2008, where it replaced BBC Prime on Canal Digital, Com Hem, Telia Digital- 
TV and FastTV. 


On June 2009, hollywoodreporter.com cited the lack of viewership on SingTel's mio TV 
as the reason that the British Broadcasting Corporation terminated the right to air BBC 
Lifestyle, CBBC, CBeebies and BBC Knowledge under permission registered BBC from 19 
March 2009 to 15 December 2009." The BBC has since sourced StarHub TV as an 
alternative offering. Thus BBC Lifestyle is now on channel 432 on StarHub TV. 


BBC Lifestyle ceased broadcast in the Nordic region on Wednesday 6 January 20162 


Programming[edit] 
Main article: List of television programmes broadcast by the BBC 


e Antiques Roadshow 

e Baking Made Easy 

e Baking Mad With Eric Lanlard 

e Bargain Hunt 

e Bargain Hunt Famous Finds 

e Britain's Dream Homes 

e Cash In The Attic 

e Celebrity Fantasy Homes 

e Coastal Kitchen 

e Come Dine With Me 

e Come Dine With Me: Supersize 

e Daily Cooks Challenge 

e DIY SOS 

e Extreme Makeover: Home Edition 
e French Food At Home 

e Gino D'Acampo: An Italian In Mexico 
e Glamour Puds 


e Gok's Fashion Fix 

e Holmes On Homes 

e Homes Under The Hammer 

e Indian Food Made Easy 

e James Martin's Brittany 

e MasterChef UK 

e MasterChef: The Professionals 

e Nigel Slater's Simple Cooking 

e New Scandinavian Cooking 

e Perfect Day 

e Raymond Blanc's Kitchen Secrets 
e Sun, Sex and Suspicious Parents 
e The Hairy Bikers USA 

e The Roux Legacy 

e The Good Cook 


e The Only Way Is Essex 
e What To Eat Now - Summer 


See also[edit] _ 


e BBC World News 

e BBC Knowledge 

e BBC Entertainment 
e CBeebies 


e CBBC 
e BBC HD 
e BBC Earth 
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This article is about the channel in Australia and New Zealand. For the network of 
television channels in the United Kingdom and Ireland, see UKTV. 


BBC UKTV 


Launched August 1996”! 
Owned by BBC Studios 
Picture format 576i (SDTV) 
Country Australia 
Language English 
Broadcast area Australia 


New Zealand 


Formerly called UKTV (1996-2013) 

Replaced BBC HD (BBC UKTV HD) 

Sister channel(s) BBC Knowledge 
CBeebies 


BBC World News 


BBC First 
Timeshift service BBC UKTV +2 
Website Australia New Zealand 


Availability 


Satellite 


Foxtel Channel 105 
Channel 150 (+2) 


Sky (New Zealand) Channel 7 
Cable 
Foxtel Channel 105 


Channel 150 (+2) 


IPTV 


Vodafone TV (New Zealand) Channel 7 


Foxtel Play Channel 105 
Flip TV Channel 100 
Fetch TV Channel 106 


Streaming media 


Foxtel Go Channel 105 


BBC UKTV is an Australian pay television channel in Australia and New Zealand, 
screening British entertainment programming, sourced mainly from the archives of 
the BBC, RTL Group (mainly Talkback Thames material) and ITV plc. The channel was 
originally a joint venture with Foxtel (60% ownership), the RTL Group (20% ownership) 
and BBC Worldwide (20% ownership). It is now owned solely by BBC Studios. It is the 
home of the channel's flagship programme The Graham Norton Show. 


History[edit] 


The channel was first launched in Australia in August 1996,“ becoming available on 
Austar in April 1999 and on Optus in December 2002.2! A New Zealand version with 
different programming launched on Sky TV, in November 2003.21 


It shows a mix of repeats of old UK shows previously screened in Australia or New 
Zealand and new episodes of programs not shown before in Australia or New Zealand. 
Repeated series include Doctor Who, Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy, Are You Being 
Served?, Dad's Army, Torchwood, Torchwood Declassified, The Jewel in the 

Crown, Never the Twain, The Sweeney, and The Bill that have already been seen on 
free-to-air terrestrial television in Australia. New series include Shameless, new 
episodes of popular soap operas Coronation Street and EastEnders and the original UK 
version of The Weakest Link which have not otherwise been screened in Australia. UK 
soap opera Family Affairs, which has never been screened on free-to-air Australian 
television, ran on UKTV from 1998 to 2007.4 In July 2006 UKTV began screening 2006 
episodes of UK soap opera Emmerdale which had never before been screened in 
Australia. 


UKTV's episodes of EastEnders are about one week behind the United Kingdom, 

and Coronation Street is around one week behind. By comparison Emmerdale current 
episodes at December 2019 are from March 2019, around nine months behind the 
original UK broadcasts. 


In addition to British programming UKTV has repeated Australian soap operas Sons and 
Daughters and Prisoner which were both produced by the Reg Grundy 

Organisation (now owned by FremantleMedia). In both cases the entire series was 
shown; the Sons and Daughters repeat run was from 1997 until 2000 and Prisoner ran 
from 1997 until October 2004, Prisoner is now screening on 111 Hits from March 2011. 
It also screened the TVNZ soap opera Shortland Street for several years in the 1990s, 
after early episodes of that series had briefly been screened by SBS on free-to-air 
television in Australia. 


In Australia, UKTV, like all pay TV drama channels, is legally required to spend 10 per 
cent of its total program expenditure on funding new eligible (Australian and New 
Zealand) drama programs. Such productions include Changi, Supernova, Make or 
Break and False Witness. 


UKTV has separate services in Australia and New Zealand, partly to reflect different 
local tastes, but also for rights reasons, as many programmes are shown on free-to-air 
channels in New Zealand. For example, Coronation Street has been shown on TVNZ 

1 for many years, while until May 2009, EastEnders was shown on Prime, before moving 
to UKTV. 


On 1 July 2008 BBC Worldwide assumed full control of UKTV. BBC Worldwide previously 
had a 20 per cent stake in UKTV in a three way partnership with Foxtel and Fremantle 
Media. BBC Worldwide launched two new Australian channels, BBC 

Knowledge (documentary and non-fiction programming) and CBeebies (an advertising- 
free channel for 0 to six-year-olds) on 1 November 2008.24 


On 3 October 2009 UKTV revealed a new logo, displaying that of the BBC, although its 
name remained unchanged.2# On 15 November 2009 the channel launched an HD 
simulcast, replacing BBC HD. 


In April 2013, the channel changed its logo and name to BBC UKTV.“2! 


On 1 July 2014, the HD simulcast closed, making the channel solely available in 
standard definition. This came prior to the launch of BBC First, which would use the HD 
feed formerly used by BBC UKTV. In addition, BBC UKTV changed subscription packages 
on Foxtel - moving from the Drama & Lifestyle add-on package to the basic Essential 
package increasing its reach.2# 


On 1 February 2015, BBC UKTV launched on Australian independent IPTV service Fetch 
TV, after they won the broadcast rights to BBC Worldwide .“#151 


From 10 October 2016, the channel refreshed its logo and branding identity, to appeal 
to a younger audience and better distinguish its programming from the more premium 
offerings on sister channel BBC First.29 


Original programming[edit] 


e Changi (2001) (co-production with the ABC) 

e Supernova (2005-06) (co-production with BBC Two) 

e False Witness (2009) (co-production with BBC HD) 

e Dripping in Chocolate (2012) 

e Top of the Lake (2013-present) (co-production with BBC Two and SundanceTV) 


Logo history[edit] 


UK TV 


1996 - 2009 


BEE 
2009 - 2013 


2013 - 2016 


2016 - present 
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"BBC3" and "BBC-3" redirect here. For the gene, see BBC3 (gene). For the TV series, 
see BBC-3 (TV series). 


This article is about the British television channel which broadcast from 9 February 2003 
to 16 February 2016. For the online television channel of the same name, see BBC 
Three (online). For other uses, see BBC Three (disambiguation). 


Launched 


Closed 


Owned by 


Picture 


format 


Audience 


share 


Country 


Replaced 


Replaced 
by 


BBC Three 


BIBIC 


9 February 2003; 16 years ago (Channel) 
16 February 2016; 3 years ago (online 
service) 

4 March 2019; 9 months ago (one hour 
block on BBC One) 


16 February 2016; 3 years ago (channel) 
(but remained broadcasting until 31 March 
2016) 


BBC 


1080i HDTV 


(downscaled to 16:9 576i for the SDTV feed) 


0.62% (February 2016, BARB) 


United Kingdom 


BBC Choice 


BBC Three (online) 


Sister BBC One 
channel(s BBC Two 
) BBC Four 
BBC News 
BBC Parliament 
CBBC 
CBeebies 


Website = www.bbc.co.uk/bbcthree 


BBC Three was a British free-to-air television channel operated by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation. Launched on 9 February 2003 as a replacement for BBC 
Choice, the service's remit was to provide "innovative programming" to a target 
audience of viewers between 16 and 34 years old, leveraging technology as well as new 
talent. 


Unlike its commercial rivals, 90% of BBC Three's output originated from the United 
Kingdom. 70% was original, covering all genres, including animation, comedy, current 
affairs, and drama. BBC Three had a unique 60 Seconds format for its news bulletins, 
adopted so that operation of the channel could be completely automated, without the 
complication of dealing with variable-length live news broadcasts. The former controller 
of the station, Zai Bennett,! left to join Sky Atlantic in July 2014, at which point BBC 
Three commissioner Sam Bickley became acting controller." 


Until March 2016, the network broadcast on Freeview, digital cable, IPTV and Satellite 
television platforms, and was on-air from 7 pm to around 4 am each night to share 
terrestrial television bandwidth with CBBC." In March 2014, as a result of a planned 
£100 million budget cut across the BBC, it was proposed that BBC Three be 
discontinued as an 'open' television service, and be converted to an over-the- 

top Internet television service with a smaller programming budget and a focus on short- 
form productions.“ Despite significant public opposition, the proposal was provisionally 
approved by the BBC Trust in June 2015," with a new consultation open until 30 
September of that year. The TV channel ceased operations on 16 February 2016, 
replaced by an online-only version." 


History[edit] 


In late 2001, the BBC decided to reposition and rebrand their two digital channels so 
that they could be more closely linked to the well established BBC One and BBC Two. 
Their plan was for BBC Knowledge to be replaced with BBC Four—which took place in 
2002—and for BBC Choice to be replaced with BBC Three. However, questions were 
raised over the proposed format of the new BBC Three, as some thought the new format 
would be too similar to the BBC's commercial rivals, namely ITV2 and E4, and would be 
unnecessary competition. The channel was eventually given the go ahead, eleven 
months after the original launch date, and launched on 9 February 2003. The channel 
was launched by Stuart Murphy, who previously ran BBC Choice, and before that UK_ 
Play, the now-discontinued UKTV music and comedy channel. At 33, Murphy was still 


the youngest channel controller in the country, a title he had held since launching UK 
Play at the age of 26; although on 20 October 2005 it was announced that Murphy was 
soon to leave the channel to work in commercial television. On 12 May 2011, BBC Three 
was added to the Sky EPG in the Republic of Ireland on channel 229. It was later 
moved to channel 210 on 3 July 2012, to free up space for new channels. It was moved 
to 115. 


For the duration of the 2012 Summer Olympics, BBC Three increased its broadcasting 
hours to 24 hours to provide extra coverage of Olympic events.“24 Broadcast hours were 
extended again for the 2014 Commonwealth Games with BBC Three broadcasting from 
9:00 am to 4:00 am for the duration of the games.24 On 16 July 2013 the BBC 
announced that a high-definition (HD) simulcast of BBC Three would be launched by 
early 2014.“ The channel launched on 10 December 2013.23 


Replacement by internet service[edit] 


In February 2014, BBC Director-General Tony Hall announced that cuts of £100 million 
would have to be made at the corporation; Hall stated that the corporation could be 
forced to close one of its television services as a cost-savings measure.“ On 5 March 
2014, Hall announced a proposal to convert BBC Three to an online-only service, with an 
almost 50% cut in its programming budget, and a larger emphasis on short form 
content due to the cut in funding.©““ These changes formed part of a package of 
proposals from the BBC, including extending CBBC's hours, respending £30m on BBC 
One audiences for drama, and launching a one-hour timeshift channel of BBC One. 

451 There was notable backlash against the measures, with celebrities including Greg 
James, Matt Lucas and Jack Whitehall speaking out.22 A petition against the move 

on change.org has gathered over 300,000 signatures. However, there was some 
support from media commentators, and those who backed a "slimmer" BBC.2222! 


When the BBC revealed the full detail in December 2014, it admitted there was 
widespread opposition from BBC Three viewers“ but said there was support for the 
wider package of proposals. They believed the public welcomed a BBC One +1 as it 
admits "a vast majority of viewing still takes place on linear channels".““ The 'Save BBC 
Three’ campaign pointed out this was a contradiction to what the BBC said about BBC 
Three.22 The BBC Trust began a 28-day public consultation regarding the plans on 20 
January 201522 and it ended with a protest outside Broadcasting House.” As part of the 
consultation a letter of 750 names against the move from the creative industry was sent 
to the BBC Trust, and this had the backing of a number of celebrities including Daniel 
Radcliffe, Aidan Turner, Olivia Colman and Lena Headey. The polling 

company ICM concluded a "large majority" of those that replied to the consultation were 
against the move"! with respondents particularly concerned about those who cannot 
stream programming online, the effect of the content budget cuts, and the BBC's own 
admission the audience numbers would drop.2 


The Save BBC Three campaign has argued the transition period is too short and that 
programmes like Family Guy, Hair, and Don't Tell the Bride have not performed as well 
on BBC One and BBC Two with the 16-34 year old audience, in comparison to BBC 
Three.22 It did not consider the proposals cost-effective because the BBC will need to 
spend on a new brand and triple advertising budgets to increase awareness of the new 
service. 


Nonetheless, the BBC Trust issued its final decision to approve the transition in 
November 2015, citing the fact that younger audiences have increasingly migrated to 
online television content as opposed to linear television channels, and the BBC's ability 


to "deliver more distinctive content online, while bearing down on costs". Conditions 
were imposed on other BBC properties to complement the changes; BBC One and Two 
will be required to develop "distinctive programmes designed for younger audiences", 
as well as air encores of all full-length programmes that originally premiere on the BBC 
Three online service. The Trust also approved related proposals to allow first-run and 
third-party content on iPlayer, as well as extend CBBC's broadcast day to 9:00 p.m. The 
BBC One timeshift service was rejected, citing "limited public value". 2425 Jimmy 

Mulville and Jon Thoday of independent production companies Hat Trick Productions and 
Avalon reportedly considered legal action against the Trust if it went ahead with the 
closure of the channel. They had previously offered to buy the channel to keep it on 
television, but the BBC said the channel was not up for sale.24 


BBC Three signed off during the early morning of 16 February 2016. The final 
programme was an episode of Gavin & Stacey, introduced by co-star James Corden from 
the Los Angeles studio of The Late Late Show.22!22, The channel thereafter carried 


promotional information regarding the BBC Three internet service until it officially went 
dark, 2o31B21 


Since March 2019, programmes from the new service have been carried by BBC One on 
Mondays through Wednesdays after BBC News at Ten,23241 


Programming[edit] 


The remit of BBC Three is to bring younger audiences to high quality public service 
broadcasting through a mixed-genre schedule of innovative UK content featuring new 
UK talent. The channel should use the full range of digital platforms to deliver its 
content and to build an interactive relationship with its audience. The channel's target 
audience is 16-34-year-olds. 


— BBC Three Remit! 


The channel's target audience was 16-34-year-olds,@= and it faced heavy competition 
from rivals including ITV2 and E4," for an audience that the BBC has traditionally had 
difficulty in attracting. In 2008 it reached 26.3% of 16-34-year-olds in digital homes— 
the channel's highest ever such reach and above that of E4, ITV2, Dave and Sky 1.84 


On average, nine million people watched BBC Three every week, and it had a 2.6% 
share of the 15-34-year-old audience and 1.4% of the whole population, according to 
the Broadcasters' Audience Research Board (BARB). These ratings by BARB, the official 
ratings agency, average out BBC Three's viewing figures over a 24-hour period even 
though the channel only broadcasts in the evening, giving a distorted sense of the 
channel's viewership. Despite several official complaints from the BBC, BARB continued 
to publish figures which the BBC argues are unrepresentative .!en?citation needed) 


BBC Three's programming consisted of comedy, drama, spin-off series and repeated 
episodes of series from BBC One and BBC Two, and other programmes that attempted 
to alert others of their actions through a series of programmes challenging common 
beliefs. 


An example of BBC Three's comedy output includes the award-winning comedy Little 
Britain, which in October 2004 broke its previous viewing record when 1.8 million 
viewers tuned in for a new series.2 Little Britain was later broadcast on the BBC's 
terrestrial analogue channels BBC One and BBC Two. The channels longest-running 
comedy programme is Two Pints of Lager and a Packet of Crisps. Some current 
programmes feature stand-up comedians performing their own take on a subject, 


usually the news, examples of which include Russell Howard's Good News (which later 
transferred to BBC Two, partly due to its success, and partly to BBC Three's move to 
online only) and Lee Nelson's Well Good Show. 


Comedy and dramaj(edit] 


The channel aired various comedies and dramas; one of its most popular sitcoms 

was Gavin & Stacey, which first aired in May 2007 and was written by and 

starring James Corden and Ruth Jones alongside Mathew Horne, Joanna Page, Alison 
Steadman and Rob Brydon. The sitcom was an instant hit, with subsequent series being 
moved to other BBC channels and the show being granted a Christmas special. Another 
example is Being Human, a drama in which a ghost, a vampire and a werewolf share a 
flat, which has become a success and heralded several new series. American 
programming also features, with American Dad! and Family Guy being the notable 
examples. 


Numerous popular series were either repeated on the channel or have spin-offs created 
from them. In early 2003, viewers could watch episodes of popular BBC soap 

opera EastEnders on BBC Three before they were broadcast on BBC One. This 
programming decision coincided with the relaunch of the channel and helped it break 
the one million viewers milestone for the first time. An episode of EastEnders Revealed, 
which was commissioned for BBC Three and looking behind the scenes of the 
programme, attracted 611,000 viewers. In 2005, BBC Three commissioned the 
documentary series Doctor Who Confidential, which was shown immediately after 
episodes of the new series of Doctor Who had been screened on BBC One. This was 
followed up in July 2005, when it began to screen repeats of both programmes. 


In October 2005, it was announced that BBC Three had commissioned a spin-off drama 
series from Doctor Who, Torchwood, designed as a post-watershed science fiction 
drama for a more adult audience. Torchwood launched with 2.4 million viewers in 
October 2006.4" Torchwood is the first science fiction programme ever to have been 
commissioned by the channel, and its popularity led to it being broadcast on BBC Two 
for the second series, and on BBC One for subsequent series. In 2010, BBC Three began 
airing episodes of the fifth series of BBC drama series Waterloo Road after they had 
aired on BBC One as part of its 'catch-up' programming. From January 2015, BBC Three 
aired the remaining episodes of Waterloo Road before being repeated on BBC One later 
the same day.“4 


Among its original programming, the channel also gave viewers the comedy- 
drama Pramface, which was written by Chris Reddy and comprised 19 episodes over 
three series, broadcast between 2012 and 2014. 


Documentaries/edit] 


BBC Three also airs highly acclaimed documentaries reflecting young people's 
experience of the world, including the Bafta winning Our War, Blood, Sweat and T- 
shirts plus subsequent sequels; Life & Death Row and their recent season of films about 
mental illness. BBC Three also broadcasts specialist factual documentaries, such as How 
Drugs Work and How Sex Works. 


Stacey Dooley since her appearance on Blood, Sweat and T-shirts in 2008, has been 
presenting documentaries including: Stacey Dooley in the USA (2012-2014), Coming 
Here Soon (2012), The Natives: This is our America (2017), Beaten by my Boyfriend 
(2015), Stacey Dooley in Cologne: The Blame Game (2016), Sex in Strange Places 
(2016), Stacey Dooley: Hate and Pride in Orlando (2016), Stacey Dooley on the 


Frontline: Girls, Guns and Isis (2016), Brainwashing Stacey (2016), Stacey Dooley: Face 
to Face with Isis (2018), and countless more titles under the umbrella title Stacey 
Dooley Investigates (2009-present), 42131 


BBC Three has also commissioned a number of notable single one-off documentaries, 
including Growing Up Down's (2014), My Brother the Islamist (2011), Small Teen Big 
World (2010); Stormchaser: The Butterfly and the Tornado (2012) and The Autistic 
Me (2009). Many are commissioned through BBC Three's FRESH scheme; providing an 
opportunity for 'the next generation of directors' to make their first 60-minute 
documentary for the channel.“ 


News and sport[edit] 


The channel features hourly news updates called 60 Seconds, presented by Sam Naz 
during the week, which include the top news, sport and entertainment stories. They are 
presented in a relaxed style in keeping with the rest of the channel. As part of the BBC's 
discussions with the government regarding the founding of the channel, a longer news 
programme had been promised to provide a daily section of news and current 

affairs. The News Show, as it came to be called upon launch, was later rebranded The 7 
O'Clock News. However, the BBC discontinued the bulletin in 2005, following a 
recommendation made in the 2004 Barwise Report, which found that the channel's 
target audience sought news from elsewhere.“ 


The channel also showed some sports programming. Match of the Day Live broadcast 
international football matches featuring Wales, often when an England match was being 
shown on BBC One. The channel also showed some matches of England's Women's 
team. The 2002, 2004, 2006 and 2008 Africa Cup of Nations tournaments were shown 
on the channel.#2 


List of series|edit] 


General comedy 


e High Spirits with Shirley Ghostman (2005) 

e Three's Outtakes (2005-2010) 

e Conning The Conmen (2007) 

e It's Adam and Shelley (2007) 

e Two Pints of Lager: The Outtakes (2008-2011) 
e Russell Howard's Good News (2009-2013) 

e Special 1 TV (2010-2011) 

e World's Craziest Fools (2011-2013) 

e World Series of Dating (2012) 

e The Revolution Will Be Televised (2012-2015) 
e Live atthe Electric (2012-2014) 

e Unzipped (2012) 

e People Just Do Nothing (2014-2015) 


One-off comedy pilots/specials 


e Paul & Pauline Calf's Cheese & Ham Sandwich (2003) 
e The Fast Show Farewell Tour (2003) 

e Sweet and Sour (2004) 

e From Bard to Verse (2004) 


Killing Time (2004) 

Hurrah for Cancer (2004) 

AD/BC: A Rock Opera (2004) 

10:96: Training Night (2005) 

e Marigold (2005) 

e Living With Two People You Like Individually... But Not As A Couple (2007) 
e Green (2007) 

e Moonmonkeys (2007) 

Be More Ethnic (2007) 

Biffovision (2007) 

Placebo (2008) 

Delta Forever (2008) 

Torn Up Tales (2008) 

Barely Legal (2008) 

MeeBOX (2008) 

The Mighty Boosh Live (2008) 
LifeSpam: My Child Is French (2009) 
Ketch! And HIRO-PON Get It On (2009) 
Vidiotic (2009) 

Things Talk (2009) 

Brave Young Men (2009) 

Mark's Brilliant Blog (2009) 

Above Their Station (2010) 

This Is Jinsy (2010) 

Laughter Shock (2010) 

Stanley Park (2010) 

Dappers (2010) 

The Inn Mates (2010) 

The Klang Show (2010) 

e The Adventures Of Daniel (2010) 

e D.O.A. (2010) 

e Stand Up For Sport Relief (2012) 

Chris Moyles' Comedy Empire (2012) 
The Comedy Marathon Spectacular (2012) 
An Idiot's Guide To Politics (2015) 

The Totally Senseless Gameshow (2015) 


Sketch comedy 


3 Non-Blondes (2003) 

Monkey Dust (2003-2005) 

Little Britain (2003-2004) 

The Mighty Boosh (2004-2007) 

The Comic Side of 7 Days (2005) 
Tittybangbang (2005-2007) 

Man Stroke Woman (2005-2007) 

e Snuff Box (2006) 

e Touch Me, l'm Karen Taylor (2006-2008) 


Little Miss Jocelyn (2006) 

Comedy Shuffle (2007) 

Rush Hour (2007) 

Marc Wootton Exposed (2008) 

e Scallywagga (2008-2010) 

e The Wrong Door (2008) 

e Horne & Corden (2009) 

e La La Land (2010) 

Lee Nelson's Well Good Show (2010-2011) 
Wu-How: The Ninja How To Guide (2010) 
One Non Blonde: Down Under (2010) 
Impractical Jokers UK (2012-2014) 


Lee Nelson's Well Funny People (2013) 
Boom Town (2013) 


Comedy gameshow 


Celebdaq (2003) 


e Headjam (2004) 
e Stars in Fast Cars (2005-2006) 


Rob Brydon's Annually Retentive (2006-2007) 
The King is Dead (2010) 

e 24 Hour Panel People (2011) 

e Sweat the Small Stuff (2013-2015) 


Sitcom 


Swiss Toni (2003-2004) 

Two Pints of Lager and a Packet of Crisps (2003-2011) 
Grass (2003) 

Nighty Night (2004) 

15 Storeys High (2004) 

Catterick (2004) 

Cyderdelic (2004) 

Coupling (2004) 

The Smoking Room (2004-2005) 
My Life In Film (2004) 

I'm with Stupid (2005-2006) 
Grownups (2006-2009) 

Live!Girls! present Dogtown (2006) 
e Pulling (2006-2009) 

e Thieves Like Us (2007) 

e Gavin & Stacey (2007-2008) 

e Coming of Age (2007-2011) 

The Visit (2007) 

How Not To Live Your Life (2007-2011) 
Lunch Monkeys (2008-2011) 

Trexx and Flipside (2008) 

Massive (2008) 


Clone (2008) 

Off the Hook (2009) 

We Are Klang (2009) 

The Gemma Factor (2010) 

e Mongrels (2010-2011) 

e Him & Her (2010-2013) 

e White Van Man (2011-2012) 
Dead Boss (2012) 

Bad Education (2012-2014) 
Comedy Feeds (2012-2015) 
Cuckoo (2012-2014) 

Some Girls (2012-2014) 
Way to Go (2013) 

Badults (2013-2014) 

Uncle (2014-2015) 

Siblings (2014-2016) 

Crims (2015) 

Murder in Successville (2015) 
Top Coppers (2015) 

Fried (2015) 

Together (2015) 

Josh (2015) 


Comedy drama 


Grease Monkeys (2003-2004) 
Outlaws (2004) 

Ideal (2005-2011) 

Funland (2005) 

Drop Dead Gorgeous (2006-2007) 
Phoo Action (2008) 

The Last Word Monologues (2008) 
Personal Affairs (2009) 

Mouth to Mouth (2009) 

Pramface (2012-2014) 

Bluestone 42 (2013) 


Special events/Stand-up Comedy 


e Glastonbury Festival (2003-2015) 

e Eurovision Song Contest (2004-2015) 

e 28 Acts in 28 Minutes (2005) 

e Edinburgh Comedy Fest Live (2010-2014) 

e Three@TheFringe (2011) 

e Chris Ramsey's Comedy Fringe (2012) 

e Seann Walsh's Late Night Comedy Spectacular (2013-2014) 
e Nick Helm's Heavy Entertainment (2015) 


Drama 


Burn It (2003) 

Bodies (2004-2006) 
Conviction (2004) 
Casanova (2005) 
Sinchronicity (2006) 
Torchwood (2006) 

Being Human (2008-2013) 
West 10 LDN (2008) 
Dis/Connected (2008) 
Spooks: Code 9 (2008) 
Personal Affairs (2009) 

Lip Service (2010-2012) 
Becoming Human (2011) 
Frankenstein's Wedding (2011) 
The Fades (2011) 

In the Flesh (2013-2014) 
Orphan Black (2013-2015) 
Murdered by My Boyfriend (2014) 
Our World War (2014) 
Waterloo Road (2015) 
Tatau (2015) 

Thirteen (2016) 


Documentary 


Appleton On Appleton (2003) 

Dreamspaces (2003-2004) 

Liquid Assets (2003-2004) 

Fatboy Slim: Musical Hooligan (2003) 

Body Hits (2003) 

Posh & Becks' Big Impression: Behind the Scenes & Extra Bits (2003) 
Mind, Body & Kick Ass Moves (2004) 


2004: The Stupid Version (2004) 
Destination Three (2005) 
Spendaholics (2005-2008) 

Doctor Who Confidential (2005-2011) 
Generation Jedi (2005) 

Forty Years of F*** (2005) 

F*** Off I'm Fat (2006) 

Torchwood Declassified (2006) 

Most Annoying People (2006-2011) 
Freaky Eaters (2007-2009) 


Body Image (2007) 
Castaway: The Last 24 Hours and Castaway Exposed (2007) 


The Bulls**t Detective (2007) 

Say No to the Knife (2007) 

Pranks Galore (2007) 

The Most Annoying TV We Hate to Love (2007) 


The Most Annoying Pop Songs We Hate To Love (2007) 
Find Me the Face (2008) 

The Mighty Boosh: A Journey Through Time and Space (2008) 
Blood, Sweat and T-shirts (2008) 

e Alesha: Look But Don't Touch (2008) 

e The Most Annoying Couples We Love to Hate (2008) 
e Gavin and Stacey 12 Days of Christmas (2008) 

e Two Pints: Fags, Lads and Kebabs (2009) 

Comic Relief's Naughty Bits (2009) 

Two Pints: The Love Triangle (2009) 

My Life as an Animal (2009) 

Great Movie Mistakes (2010-2012) 

Great TV Mistakes (2010) 

Sun, Sex and Suspicious Parents (2011-2015) 
Pop's Greatest Dance Crazes (2011) 

My Brother the Islamist (2011) 

Websex: What's the Harm? (2012) 

Unsafe Sex in the City (2012-2013) 

People Like Us (2013) 

Hotel of Mum and Dad (2013-2014) 

Cherry Healey: Old Before My Time (2013) 
Doctor Who: Greatest Monsters & Villains (2013) 
Tough Young Teachers (2014) 

Junior Paramedics (2014) 

Life and Death Row (2014) 

Invasion of the Job Snatchers (2014) 

My Brother the Terrorist (2014) 

Tyger Takes On... (2014-2015) 

e Excluded: Kicked Out of School (2015) 

e Bangkok Airport (2015) 

e Traffic Cops (2016) 


Chat show 


This Is Dom Joly (2003) 
The Graham Norton Effect (2005) 


Lily Allen and Friends (2008) 

Comic Relief's Big Chat With Graham Norton (2013) 
Backchat with Jack Whitehall and His Dad (2013-2014) 
Staying In With Greg & Russell (2013) 


Repeats 


e The Murder Game (2003) 

Angry Kid (2003) 

Absolutely Fabulous (series 5) (2003) 
EastEnders (2003-2016) 

Spooks (2003-2009) 

Strictly Come Dancing (2004-2015) 


Doctor Who (2005-2016) 

Top Gear (2006-2016) 

Giving You Everything (2008) 

Wallace and Gromit's Cracking Contraptions (2008-2009) 
e The Voice UK (2012-2015) 

e Live at the Apollo (2015-2016) 


Unscripted and reality 


The 7 O'Clock News (2003-2005) 

Re: covered (2003) 

Liquid News (2003-2004) 

The Bachelor (2003-2005) 

60 Seconds (2003-2016) 

Little Angels (2004-2006) 

Slam Poets (2004) 

The House of Tiny Tearaways (2005-2007) 
The Real Hustle (2006-2012) 

Anthea Turner: Perfect Housewife (2006-2007) 
The Apprentice: You're Fired! (2006) 
Celebrity Scissorhands (2006-2008) 

The Baby Borrowers (2007) 

Kill It, Cook It, Eat It (2007-2010) 

Comic Relief Does Fame Academy (2007) 
Last Man Standing (2007-2008) 

Don't Tell the Bride (2007-2014) 

Bizarre ER (2008-2011) 

Snog Marry Avoid? (2008-2013) 

Britain's Missing Top Model (2008) 

The World's Strictest Parents (2008-2011) 
Undercover Princes (2009) 

Young, Dumb and Living Off Mum (2009-2011) 
I Believe in UFOs: Danny Dyer (2010) 
Hotter Than My Daughter (2010-2011) 
Dancing on Wheels (2010) 

Undercover Princesses (2010) 

Are You Fitter Than a Pensioner? (2010) 
Junior Doctors: Your Life in Their Hands (2011-2013) 
The Call Centre (2013-2014) 

Sexy Beasts (2014) 

Hair (2014) 

Killer Magic (2014-2015) 

Life Is Toff (2014) 

South Side Story (2015) 

| Survived a Zombie Apocalypse (2015) 
Asian Provocateur (2015-2016) 

RuPaul's Drag Race UK (2019-present) 


Imports 


American Dad! (2007-2016) 
Family Guy (2006-2016) 
Jonah From Tonga (2014) 
Devin (2010) 


Most watched programmes(cdit] 


The following is a list of the ten most watched broadcasts on BBC3 since launch, based 
on Live +7 data supplied by BARB.“ Number of viewers does not include repeats. 


Ran Programme Number of Date 
k g Viewers 
EastEnders Live: The 19 February 
1 Aftermath EET (ON 2010 
11 August 
2 4,289,000 2012 
Olympics 2012 
3 2,771,000 1 August 2012 
4 2,510,000 
22 October 
Torchwood 2006 
5 2,498,000 
6 Olympics 2012 2,368,000 29 July 2012 


7 | EastEnders: Backstage Live | 2,257,000 20 February 


2015 
8 Olympics 2012 2,162,000 4 August 2012 
9 | Match of the Day Live 2,069,000 26 June 2013 


10 | Weakest Link: EastEnders 2,005,000 19 February 


Special 2010 


Presentation|[edit] 


One of the former BBC Three "Blobs" 


The Discovery package was in action from October 2013 - January 2016, prior to the channel's 
online move 


The channel's original idents were conceived by Stefan Marjoram at Aardman 
Animations and were used from launch until February 2008. Stuart Murphy was touring 
Aardman Animations looking for new programming ideas for BBC Three when he 
spotted the cone shaped creatures, he then took the idea back to the Lambie- 

Nairn agency, responsible for the BBC Three identity package.“# A feature of this 
identity is also the music "Three Is The Magic Number", based (only the lyrics are 
copied) upon Schoolhouse Rock!. 


BBC Online provided a number of downloads and activities based on the channel's 
identity, these included "BlobMate", screensavers, wallpapers and also games such 

as BlobLander and BlobBert. The idea used by both Lambie-Nairn, who had developed 
the branding for CBeebies and CBBC, and Aardman, was to create the BBC Three blobs 
as a relation to the green and yellow blobs of the children's channels. Kieron Elliott, Lola 
Buckley, Gavin Inskip and Jen Long provided out-of-vision continuity. 


On 22 January 2008 a new channel identity was unveiled. Rebranding was carried out 
by Red Bee Media, along with agencies MPG and Agency Republic with music and sound 
design by creative audio company Koink.4! 


The Discovery idents were introduced in October 2013 and lasted until January 2016, 
retaining the logo from 2008. The idents follow the theme of "discovery", and were 
designed by Claire Powell at Red Bee Media.“ The soundtrack for the idents was 
composed by Chris Branch and Tom Haines at Brains & Hunch.&4 


On 4 January 2016, alongside the announcement of the date on which the channel will 
become an internet-only service, a third logo was unveiled. Inspired by the iconography 
of mobile applications, the new logo incorporates the Roman numeral for the number 3, 
with the third bar replaced by an exclamation mark. Marketing head Nikki Carr 
explained that the three bars represented the three principles of BBC Three as a 
service; making viewers "think", "laugh", and have a voice.!=2! 


Awards[edit] 


The channel has had critical and popular successes. Most recently, it won Broadcast 
Magazine's Digital Channel of the Year Award for Best General Entertainment Channel, 
53 and MGEITF Non Terrestrial Channel of the Year. 


It won more awards in its eleven-year broadcast history than its commercial rivals (Sky 
1, Sky Living, E4, ITV2, Channel 5 and Comedy Central) have won in their combined 25- 
year history. In total BBC Three has won 7 BAFTA awards, 5 British Comedy Awards, 

15 Royal Television Society Awards and 5 Rose d'Or Awards since the channel was 
launched in February 2003. 


In 2008, BBC Three's Gavin & Stacey won the BAFTA audience award and the best 
comedy performance award was awarded to James Corden for his part.54 


Criticism[edit] 


The channel came in for criticism from several corners, the most prominent of which 
came from some of the BBC's long-standing presenters. These included John Humphrys, 
who argued that BBC Three and BBC Four should be shut down in the face of budget 


cuts to BBC Radio 4's Today programme, which he presents, as well as Jeremy Paxman. 
55)[56 


In July 2010 a UK music magazine printed a letter from the pressure group Friends of 
Radio 3 that criticised BBC Three for having 'comedies, game shows, films and 
documentaries, but no arts programming at all'.52 In a later issue another 
correspondent endorsed this assessment on the basis of a search through issues of 

the Radio Times, and cast doubt on the BBC's claim (in the document Performance 
Against Public Commitments 2009/10) that the channel broadcast '54 hours of new 
music and arts programming' in that year. Two months later the same correspondent 
wrote in to inform readers that the BBC had refused his 'Freedom of Information’ 
request concerning the titles of the programmes used in calculating the '54 hours' total. 
59 
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BBC Three, and BBC Choice before it, have both had visually dynamic identities to 
appeal to the target audience of young adults. 


BBC Choice[edit] 
Choice of Three (1998-2000) (edit) 


BBC Choice launched on 23 September 1998 as a digital channel aimed at the young 
adult market. Offering a choice of programming from specially commissioned 
programming to repeats from BBC One and Two. The launch identity was created 

by Lambie-Nairn and revolved around the idea of three objects, people, or characters 
with a central theme.“ Five were made and focused on: 


e Fan -a football fan, a hand fan and an electric fan. 

e Heart - a Heart of stone, represented by a heart carved out of stone, a light heart, 
represented by a heart shaped electric current, and Heartburn, represented by a 
burning heart shape.221 

e Mouse - a mouse, a computer mouse and a clockwork mouse. 12 

e Punch - Mr. Punch from Punch and Judy, a punch represented by a boxing 
glove and Punch the drink.4 

e Trumpet -a trumpet, the trumpet of a Daffodil and the call of an elephant, as seen 
by an elephant's trunk trumpeting. 


In these idents, all three elements are seen individually close up before been seen 
together. The subjects are all seen on primary coloured backgrounds and feature a 
simple, one line logo below consisting of the BBC Logo and the name ‘Choice’ in upper 
case after the name in the font Gill Sans .22! 


Promotions also followed this form, with the BBC Choice logo at the bottom of the 
screen throughout the promotion and programme information appearing at the end in 
the Gill Sans font above the logo.“ This style is the same as all of the BBC channels at 
the time. The station also utilised a Digital on-screen graphic (DOG) in the top left-hand 
corner of the screen, which featured the BBC Choice logo. 


For the first few years of the station's existence, regional variations for the BBC nations 
existed, although originally only between the hours of 10 pm and midnight.™ Each 
region retained the individual idents, with the addition of the region name below the 


BBC Choice logo.“ This allowed the nations to add additional programmes without 
disrupting the main schedules of BBC One and Two significantly. Notably, BBC Choice 
Northern Ireland utilised in-vision continuity prior to the idents, in which an announcer 
would appear in person to talk about the upcoming programmes. 


Single Heart (2000-2001) edit] 


On 10 July 2000, BBC Choice began to air programmes directly targeting the young 
adult audience, following an alteration to its remit. As a result, the original idents 
needed altering to match the new programming on the channel. The new idents built on 
the previous idea of the heart ident. The ident featured a single heart, usually the stone 
or fire heart, in the centre of a fluorescent background from which other hearts 
emanate. These include smaller hearts and an outlined heart 'beamed' out directly to 
the screen. 


The BBC Choice logotype was retained following the rebrand, as were promotion styles, 
the DOG and the national opt-outs for Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland. However, 
the concept of a rotating triangular prism featuring the words 'Now on Choice’ on each 
of the sides was used in promotions and to showcase upcoming programmes.“ The 
website address was added under the DOG in November 2000. 


Three Boxes (2001-2002) (edit] 
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An example of the Three Boxes 


On 6 July 2001, BBC Choice rebranded again. This time, the hearts aspect was dropped 
in favour of three orange boxes set in a blue and green world.“ The boxes would often 
interact with each other, roll over and adjust their own shape.“ The BBC Choice 
logotype remained at the bottom of the screen throughout the idents and as the DOG, 
although the DOG was altered to add the BBC Choice URL below the logo. = 


These boxes were used in many aspects throughout the channel, such as Now, Next and 
Later pointers to upcoming programmes. The promotions also changed; the BBC 
Choice logo still remained at the bottom of the screen throughout the promotion, 
however information was now purveyed through the boxes. As each detail, such as 
the programme title, day and time of broadcast, was announced, a box appeared in top 
right of the screen with the detail written next to it.“ All three boxes were shown 
stacked atop each other in the top right of the screen at the end of the promotion.“ 


The channel at this time also started to change its format: a result of the BBC wanting 
to rebrand and reposition BBC Choice as BBC Three. All regional variations of the 
channel ceased and the channel was split into two distinctive segments: BBC Choice 
starting from 7 pm and CBBC on Choice from 6 am. 


Construction (2002-2003) [edit] 


Following the approval of BBC Three by the government, the identity began to change 
to reflect the new channel coming soon. First of all seen were variations of the current 
idents within which a wrecking ball would hit the screen, causing it to shatter, revealing 
a building site behind it. 


In December 2002, the whole ident package changed outright to two builders on the 
construction site seen previously. Scaffolding and blue sheeting obscure the upper case 
‘THREE’ that would provide the backdrop to the BBC Three launch idents. The builders 
themselves would often interact with elements of the identity, such as placing their mug 
of tea on the BBC Choice logo.“ Over the Christmas period, the channel's first Christmas 
idents were created featuring a builder taking his hat off to reveal a pair 

of reindeer antlers against the construction site lit with lights round the scaffolding. On 
19 January 2003, a countdown was added to the exterior of the scaffolding, outlining the 
weeks and days until the relaunch. 


BBC Three[edit] 
Blobs (2003-2008) (edit) 


A BBC Three 'blob' ident 


BBC Three launched on 9 February 2003. The new identity for the channel was devised 
by Lambie-Nairn and featured ‘blobs’ set in a blue environment with a towering three- 
dimensional 'THREE' in the background.“22411 The blobs were designed to be 
characters within the ident and not presenters and never commented on the upcoming 
programme.” Each blob was computer generated, created by Stefan Marjoram 

at Aardman Animations, and given a voice from the BBC Sound Archive. The brown 
blobs parallel the CBBC green and CBeebies yellow blobs used at the time and showing 
a progression through age groups. 


The channel's logo consisted of a BBC logo above a slanted, upper case, Three set 
inside a white box.242 The contents of the box itself, however, were transparent, so that 
the ident could be seen through the logo." The box structure itself is similar to the 
other BBC Channels, but the slanted text is different from all of the other channels, who 
at the time had the channel name in Gill Sans below the BBC logo. In 2005, the box 
colour was changed from white to blue with white text.224 


The channel's original DOG consisted of the style previously used on the BBC's 
channels, using the BBC logo follower by an upper case 'THREE' in the font Gill Sans. 
{1 This lasted until 2005, when it was replaced by a DOG proclaiming the channel as 
‘Channel of the Year' in upper case and in the same font as the BBC Three logo.™ The 
BBC Three logo itself was adopted after this.22 


The channel used a variety of promotions and stings. Prior to the launch, the channel 
made use of the song "Three Is the Magic Number", based (only the lyrics are copied) 
upon Schoolhouse Rock! played in the background. Other trailer animations showed one 
blob standing in front of the figure 'THREE' shouting "Three!", before another 'THREE' 
rises up from underneath the original, toppling it.2224! Promotions originally ended with a 
gradient blue stripe over the programme promotion containing the information and BBC 
Three white logo; this was however changed with the logo to a three-dimensional blue 
block seen from a corner with programme information on one side.41 


The channel occasionally used slides for continuity; one used each day at startup 
featured a still from one of the idents along with the simple message 'BBC Three gets 
going in a moment'’,“4, however, some were used to link to upcoming programmes. 
These slides featured the programme picture in the centre of the screen with the 
‘THREE’ clearly visible behind it in the background with the BBC Three logo and 
programme information directly below the picture.“ 


According to The Guardian, the blobs were eventually replaced because viewers found 
them "cold and shouty".2» Their departure was marked with special idents featuring 
celebrities such as Matt Lucas voicing the blobs.@5!"61 


Media World (2008-2013) [edit] 


One of the channel's new idents 


In 2008, Danny Cohen, the controller for BBC Three at the time, unveiled a new cross- 
platform brand for BBC Three. The new logo would feature on the revamped BBC Three 
website, mobile site and on the channel itself. The links between the three media would 
only increase with time as emphasis was placed to watch the channel on all three 
platforms. "The thinking behind this rebrand of the channel is that we have, in effect, 
created a BBC Three world in which our content can move seamlessly between TV, 
online and mobile", he explained. "We have a fantastic line-up of programmes and we 
are going to make them available wherever young people want them."“24£! The rebrand 
cost GBP 380,000, described as "relatively little" by Cohen.24 


The look was designed by Red Bee Media®! along with agencies MPG and Agency 
Republic with music and sound design by creative audio company Koink.22 The idents 
themselves featured a new look BBC Three logo; a continuous pipe containing pink 
liquid spelling out 'three’ in lower case below a BBC logo.2! In the idents, the logo is 
seen on its own as an object in the 'Three world’. However, the logo is occasionally seen 
contained within a purple box for cross channel promotional purposes.2" 


The idents themselves contain a surreal world where technology is seen in large scale, 
with plug sockets, phones, televisions along with other objects such as fire 
extinguishers, sunglasses, high heeled shoes, lipstick all linked together by pipes 
containing multicoloured liquid.22%24 Pools of this liquid is also seen in a number of the 
idents when pipes breach.™224 The plainly surreal nature of these scenes conveys the 
nature of the programmes themselves as they take a different view of life. 


Following the 12 February 2008 relaunch, the channel began to use in-vision continuity, 
with announcers such as Jose Vanders announcing the upcoming schedule in the early 
evening. 221231 In addition to this, members of the public could record and upload links 
into programmes shown in the late evening or alongside the announcer in the early 
evening.2231 This was however suspended in Summer 2008.21 


The channel changed its DOG at the time of the relaunch to a full-colour version of the 
new logo, a controversial decision at the time.“ The DOG was originally placed to the 
centre left of the screen so that viewers without a widescreen television would still be 
able to see the logo. However, in 2011, the DOG's of all BBC channels was moved to the 
far left corner of the screen.24 


BBC Three's promotional style initially featured a scene of the ‘Three world' at the 
conclusion of the promotion, containing the BBC Three logo, promotion information and 
a clip from the programme seen from a suspended television.2“22! The end clip was 
dropped after a while however, with a plainer look utilised instead.24 Programme slides 
are still utilised by the channel, however it is primarily used on other channels. The 
slide design features a picture from the programme above the BBC Three logo and 
programme information contained within a purple box all inside a billboard design. 


Discovery (2013-2016) (edit! 


The latest idents were introduced in October 2013 


The latest idents and presentation style was introduced on 1 October 2013, retaining 
the logo from 2008. The idents follow the theme of "discovery", and were designed by 
Claire Powell at Red Bee Media. The soundtrack for the idents was composed by Chris 
Branch and Tom Haines at Brains & Hunch.2 


Remix of BBC Three (2016) (edit) 


The latest idents were introduced in January 2016 before moving to online-only on 16 February 
2016 


On 4 January 2016, BBC Three got a new look, before the television channel moved to 
online only on 16 February. 


See alsoledit] 


EIESBBC portal 
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e BBC Three 
e BBC Choice 
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BBC Two Scotland 


BIBIC 


TWO 


Scotland 


Launched 9 July 1966; 53 years ago 
30 March 2001; 18 years ago (Digital 


version) 


Closed 17 February 2019; 9 months ago 
31 December 2010; 8 years ago (Digital 


version) 


| Network BBC Two 


Owned by BBC Scotland 


Picture 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
format 
Country Scotland 


Formerly BBC 2 Scotland (9 July 1966 - 16 February 
called 1991) 
BBC Scotland On 2 (16 February 1991 - 4 


October 1997) 
Replaced BBC Choice Scotland (Digital version) 
Replaced by BBC Scotland 


Sister BBC One Scotland 
channel(s) BBC Alba 


BBC Two Scotland (Scottish Gaelic: BBC Dhà Alba) was the national variation of BBC 
Two for BBC Scotland. It was broadcast via digital television and was the sister Scottish 
channel of BBC One Scotland. Unlike BBC One Scotland, which broadcasts its own 
continuity with only rare exceptions, BBC Two Scotland would opt in and out of BBC Two 
network continuity throughout the day. 


History[edit] 


Prior to digital switchover, 'BBC Two Scotland' and 'BBC Two Scotland (Digital)' were 
listed as separate channels by some guides, but were effectively the same channel, 
broadcasting identical feeds as part of the transition to digital television. 


On 24 February 2019, the BBC launched the BBC Scotland channel, a new autonomous 
service that broadcasts a nightly lineup of Scottish programming. In preparation for its 
launch, BBC Two Scotland was discontinued and replaced by the national version 
beginning 18 February. BBC Scotland officially broadcasts from 19:00 to 00:00 nightly, 
but simulcasts BBC Two daily from 12:00 to 19:00, and may opt out for sport and 
political broadcasts of regional interest during this period.“ BBC Two Scotland 
remained on the Sky EPG on channel 970 until 28 February 2019. From 18 to 27 
February 2019, BBC Two Scotland simulcasted BBC Two (England region). 


Programming[edit] 


Similarly to BBC One Scotland, BBC Two Scotland offered differing programming from 
the UK-wide network specifically aimed at Scottish viewers. Often, this was more 
specialised programming such as Artworks Scotland, Holyrood Live and the Gaelic 
strands branded as BBC Two (Dha) Alba. 


During the daytime and overnight schedules, BBC Scotland replaced some of the 
national education programming for shows better targeted at the separate 

Scottish education system and replacing some politics strands with coverage of Scottish 
politics. BBC Sport Scotland would sometimes use BBC Two Scotland to broadcast live 
coverage of more minority sports, such as athletics and shinty, with some sports such 
as mountain biking and cross-country showcased in The Adventure Show. 


Additionally, on Sunday nights, BBC Two Scotland had become the regular home 
for Sportscene's highlights of the SPFL, preceding Match of the Day 2. 


Recent examples of BBC Two Scotland programmes include: 


e ArtWorks Scotland 
e Cunntas 

e Dè a-nis? 

e Holyrood Live 

e Landward 

e Limmy's Show 

e Na Bleigeardan 

e Newsnight Scotland 
e Daily Politics Scotland 
e Rathad an Sutha 

e Scotland 2016 

e Sport Nation 


e Sportscene 
e The Adventure Show 


e Wildlife Detectives 
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BBC Choice 


EVE CHOICE 


Launched 23 September 1998; 21 years ago 
Closed 8 February 2003; 16 years ago 
Owned by BBC 


Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 


Replaced by BBC Three 


Sister channel(s) BBC One 
BBC Two 
BBC News 
BBC Parliament 
BBC Knowledge 
BBC Four 
CBBC 
CBeebies 


Availability 


Terrestrial 


Freeview Channel 7 


Satellite 
Sky Channel 160 
Cable 
NTL Channel 126/11 
Telewest Channel 111 


BBC Choice was a BBC TV station which launched on 23 September 1998 and closed 
on 8 February 2003. It was the first British TV channel to broadcast exclusively 

in digital format, as well as the BBC's second non-terrestrial channel launch (following 
on from the BBC News channel in 1997). 


BBC Choice initially broadcast from 5 pm daily; this later switched to 7 pm. The 7 pm 
start carried over into its successor BBC Three. BBC Choice also aired children's 
programmes, initially at weekends and subsequently daily during the daytime; this duty 
transferred to CBBC Channel and CBeebies when they launched in February 2002. 


History[edit] 
Launch([edit] 
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A former ident of BBC Choice 


Before the launch, a timer was in place. When the timer was nearing the final seconds, 
parts of history played, e.g. the first successful rocket launch. When BBC Choice 
launched, no digital TV receivers were available to the general public as Sky_ 

Digital and ONdigital had not yet launched. Instead, the launch was broadcast online 
over the internet, with the first day's schedule including a Tomorrow's World guide to 
digital television and repeats of the very first episodes of EastEnders and Monty 
Python's Flying Circus. The main format of the channel was a mix of BBC One and Two 
programming as well as original programming such as Backstage, which took viewers 
on a tour of the BBC every episode. The channel also provided exclusive coverage of 


music festivals such as Glastonbury and extended live coverage of sport, for when 
either BBC One or Two have to end their coverage early or their schedules are unable to 
provide live sport action. 


BBC Choice also introduced an innovative programme format known as 'Hotlink', which 
expanded on popular shows. Examples included Watchdog Extra, where viewers could 
contact the show by phone or e-mail with either questions or feedback on the issues 
discussed. Crimewatch Extra provided follow-up detail on the cases involved in the main 
programme, and Row Z was a football discussion forum that aired after Match of the 
Day finished on BBC One. The 'Hotlink' format has since been adopted by many other 
channels, particularly both ITV2 and E4. 


The channel was presented as an alternative to the normal BBC One and BBC 
Two schedules. This was reflected in its original on-screen presentation which featured 
groups of threes. 


Children's programming/edit] 


For the first year of BBC Choice, children's programming would air on weekend 
afternoons as CBBC Choice, and included strands like 'Dog & Dinosaur’, 'The Crew 
Room’, 'L&K Replay’ and 'Re:Peter’. From 29 November 1999, this was supplanted with 
a daily CBBC on Choice strand, running from 6 am to 7 pm every day, for programmes 
aimed at young children, with presentation links pre-recorded by a CBBC presenter. It 
included repeats of archive shows rarely seen on the main channels, such as Mr 

Benn, Paddington, Simon and the Witch, Ivor the Engine, Jonny Briggs, Pigeon 

Street, The Family-Ness and Bitsa. This continued until February 2002, when 

the CBBC and CBeebies channels launched, with the CBBC Channel taking up BBC 
Choice's daytime broadcast bandwidth, but occupying a separate EPG position. 


Post-2000 retooling/edit] 


In June 2000, the BBC radically changed its digital channel formats. The initial format 
had seen BBC Choice target a similar mixed audience to BBC One and Two with a 
general entertainment skew, with BBC Knowledge focusing on educational and 
informative programming. From 2000 both Knowledge and Choice became targeted to 
more specific audiences, with Knowledge moving to a broader documentary and culture 
mix and Choice focusing on developing a stronger relationship with the young adult 
audience, an audience the BBC had historically had difficulty in reaching. BBC Choice 
abandoned many of its original programmes such as Backstage, and aimed at younger 
people, with most of the early part of the schedules being made up of fifteen-minute 
programmes under the banner of "Refreshing TV" or "Micro TV". Entertainment news 
magazine "Liquid News", presented by Christopher Price, evolved out of News 24's 
"Zero 30" and became the channel's flagship show. 


Announcement of the end of BBC Choice{edit] 


In August 2000, the BBC announced that it would replace BBC Choice as soon as 
possible with BBC Three, which would be a continuation of the "youth" aspect of the 
new BBC Choice. But the government delayed approving the relaunch, which formed 
part of wider plans to reshape the BBC's digital provision, plans which also included the 
proposed BBC Four, two children's channels and five digital radio stations. Whilst BBC 
Three was delayed, the other proposals gained the approval of Parliament and the new 
channels went on air in 2002, meaning BBC Four launched prior to BBC Three. From 
October 2001, BBC Choice began screening a significant amount of new, young-skewing 
programming, the kind of content that had been earmarked for BBC Three. 


The BBC submitted a revised proposal for the new channel raised the target age range 
to 25-34 and increased the amount of factual and arts programming, with a nightly 15- 
minute news programme - it was hoped these changes would better illustrate how BBC 
Three would differ from rivals such as E4, ITV2 and Sky One. This new proposal for BBC 
Three was given the go-ahead in September 2002, with a set of public-service 
conditions laid down and a launch date of February 2003 set. The final night of BBC 
Choice was given over entirely to previews of the new channel. 


Programming[edit] 


Initially, the main attractions of BBC Choice were multi-broadcast TV shows, with the 
option to choose which programme you viewed. The first broadcast by the BBC with this 
option was two months after the launch of the channel, showing Stressed Eric, 

with Naked Video as the Digital Teletext option. In addition, BBC Choice also aired new 
episodes of some series, such as Robot Wars, before their first broadcast on the 
terrestrial BBC channels. 


Its single-show programming was mainly concerned with celebrities, including 
documentary profiles and the nightly entertainment magazine Liquid News. EastEnders 
Revealed was the only show from the original 1998 channel lineup to survive and 
outlive the entire life of the channel itself, transferring to its successor, BBC Three. 


Regional variations[edit] 


BBC Choice had regional variations for Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland which were 
broadcast in place of the network BBC Choice service in their respective areas from 
10:30 pm (following the EastEnders replay) to circa midnight nightly. At the time the 
BBC's digital offering included the national variants of BBC One (England, Scotland, 
Wales, NI) and a single nationwide BBC Two. 


The regional variations of Choice were discontinued in 2001 in favour of introducing 
regional opt-outs on BBC Two to digital services; in some cases, such as BBC 2W in 
Wales, analogue and digital versions of BBC Two were separately scheduled, but by 
2010 all differences between the analogue and digital variants of BBC Two had ceased, 
and there is now one version of the channel in each area, broadcasting on analogue 
(until switchoff) and digital platforms. The English regional variants of BBC One were 
made available digitally from 2003. 


Since the cessation of the BBC Choice splits, all BBC digital TV channels (including 
Choice's successor BBC Three) have operated as UK-wide services with no regional opt- 
out functionality. 
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BBC Knowledge 


EYE KNOWLEDGE 


Launched 1 June 1999; 20 years ago 
Closed 2 March 2002; 17 years ago 
Owned by BBC 

Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 

Replaced by BBC Four 


Sister channel(s) BBC One 
BBC Two 
BBC News 24 
BBC Parliament 
BBC Choice 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Terrestrial 
ITV Digital Channel 13 
Satellite 
Sky Digital Channel 553 


Cable 


NTL Channel 12/127 
Telewest Channel 245 


UPC Poland Channel 393 


BBC Knowledge was an early BBC digital television channel, available 
by cable, satellite, or terrestrial digital broadcasting, providing a programme of 
documentary, cultural and educational television. 


History[edit] 
Launch([edit] 


The BBC had been wanting to expand into the digital television market for a number of 
years prior to BBC Knowledge's launch. Originally this was by their association with 
Flextech, which spawned the UKTV network. Both companies had different ideas on how 
the new channels would be run: the BBC wanted the channels branded as BBC 
channels, but Flextech wanted the channels to contain advertising. The BBC refused, 
stating that no domestic BBC channel should carry advertising, and in the end a 
compromise was made. Two of the channels would launch as BBC channels, the soon to 
be BBC Choice and the then called BBC Learning, with the remainder of the channels 
being launched as the UKTV network, intended to be BBC in all but name. Prior to the 
launch, the channel changed name from BBC Learning to BBC Knowledge. 


The channel launched on 1 June 1999,2 broadcasting for six hours each day. The new 
channel had plans to be a new, multimedia channel, operating across 

television, online and on interactive television, and showing educational and informative 
programming. The channel's original schedule style was initially a 'bright and breezy' 
approach to education, aimed at both adults and children, with viewers encouraged to 
get involved and contribute to the programming. Original programme included 

a GCSE survival guide based upon the popular BBC series "Bitesize", entitled "Bitesize 
Etc" and the technology series The Kit, aimed at children and getting them online and 
embracing digital. 


Relaunch[edit] 


A few years into the channel's existence, it was becoming clear that the channel's 
original format was not working in its aim of interacting with viewers and making 
learning fun. The channel was receiving consistently poor ratings, and the BBC decided 
to relaunch the channel. The relaunched channel was given a new visual identity, and 
became from 17 November 2001, a 24-hour channel, caused by the move of BBC 
Knowledge from the SDN to the BBC multiplex on the DTT service. In addition to this, 
the format was changed to a serious, documentary channel with scheduling arranged 
into 'zones' depending on topics, 2 


Closure{edit] 


This section does not cite any sources. Please help improve 
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However, the real reason for the shift in programming was because the incumbent 
government delayed approving new BBC digital plans. BBC Three and Four were 
planned to have launched in 2001 but because of the plans being delayed, instead the 
BBC decided to relaunch the two channels in the meantime with the new programming. 
It had been planned since October 2000 that Knowledge would be replaced with BBC 
Four. Eventually the new digital plans were approved. In February 2002 the hours were 
cut back for CBeebies to launch. BBC Knowledge was closed down in the final hours of 2 
March 2002. 


BBC Knowledge from mid-2001 was essentially a test platform for the style of the new 
channel. 


Visual identity/ edit] 
Main article: BBC Four idents 
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Launch identity showing the "ladders of learning" 


The launch identity consisted of cartoon characters climbing ‘ladders of learning’ 
between clouds against an orange background. Illustrator Michael Sheehy designed the 
idents. A white, BBC logo with ‘Knowledge’ after it in capital letters was located at the 
bottom of the screen. The ident image would also be present in the background of the 
end promotions, channel menus advertising upcoming programmes, and in video links 
presented by members of the public. In addition to this, a DOG was used on the 
channel, located in the top left of the screen, which displayed the web address for the 
channel, linking in with the interactive learning element, however this was replaced with 
the BBC Knowledge logo before too long. 


Later on, the idents changed to follow a strand layout, with different idents for each 
strand. These featured an object, before a fact about it related to the strand appears 
and ends on an image with the strand name shown clearly on screen, with a letter 
encircled at the centre of the screen. It is unclear whether these idents were 
replacements of the animated idents, or complementary to them, however it appears 
they complemented them, with these idents being used in the stranded sections, with 
the animated idents used for general interest programming. 


Following the relaunch in 2001, all different idents were dropped in favour of a single 
ident, featuring numerous circles made out of different structures reflecting the new 
strands. 
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Not to be confused with Biwako Broadcasting. 


BBC Japan 


BIBIC) 


JAPAN 


Launched December 1, 2004; 14 years ago 
Closed April 30, 2006; 13 years ago 
Owned by BBC 


Picture format NTSC 480i (4:3 SDTV) 


Country Japan 


Language Japanese 


Broadcast area Japan 


BBC Japan was a television channel from the BBC available via satellite in Japan. 
Similar in format to BBC Prime (now BBC Entertainment), BBC Japan showed such BBC 
programmes as Blackadder and Fawlty Towers, with many of 

them subtitled in Japanese. 


The channel launched on December 1, 2004”! and was available on Sky 
PerfecTV! satellite channel 110 and Online TV Company's IPTV service, but ceased 
broadcasting less than two years later. 


Closure[edit] 


On 20 March 2006, the BBC announced that its distributor JMC "no longer has the 
financial means to honour its contractual commitments to distribute the BBC Japan 
channel".©! On 24 April 2006, the BBC confirmed that BBC Japan would cease 
broadcasting on 30 April 2006. 
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Not to be confused with CBBC HD. 


BBC HD 


B|B|CKO 


Launched 15 May 2006; 13 years ago (trial) 


1 December 2007; 11 years 


ago (channel) 
Closed 30 November 2007; 11 years 
ago (trial) 
26 March 2013; 6 years 
ago (channel) 
Owned by BBC 
Picture format 1080i HDTV 
Audience share 0.3% (November 2012, BARB) 
Replaced by BBC Two HD 
Sister channel(s) BBC One 
BBC Two 
BBC Three 
BBC Four 
BBC News 
BBC Parliament 


CBBC 
CBeebies 


Website www.bbc.co.uk/bbchd/ 


Availability (at time of closure) 


Terrestrial 


Freeview Channel 102 


Satellite 


Freesat Channel 109 


Sky (UK) Channel 115 


Sky (Ireland) Channel 143 
Cable 

Virgin Media Channel 187 

Smallworld Channel 120 

Cable 

Virgin Media Channel 139 

Ireland 


BBC HD was a high-definition television channel provided by the BBC. The service was 
initially run as a trial from 15 May 2006 until becoming a full service on 1 December 
2007 before closing on 26 March 2013. It broadcast only during the afternoon and 
evening and only broadcast material shot in High Definition, either in a simulcast with 
another channel or by inserting a repeat of an HD programme. 


The channel featured a mix of programming including new episodes of Top Gear, Doctor 
Who and Hustle, repeats of HD programmes including Planet Earth, Bleak 

House and Torchwood as well as live coverage of large events such as The 

Proms, Wimbledon, the Eurovision Song Contest and the FIFA World Cup. 


The channel was replaced by an HD simulcast of BBC Two, partly as a result of budget 
cuts affecting the entire corporation.” 


History[edit] 
Trial[edit] 


BBC HD began as a trial station on 15 May 2006 to test the possibility and technical 
practicality of broadcasting programmes in HD.2 The first programme to be broadcast 
that was specifically made for HD was natural history programme Planet Earth, which 
was shown on the 27 May 2006. The trial by 450 businesses and homes was set to last 
until June 2007, however just before this deadline the BBC Trust began a Public Value 
Test of the service to determine whether, as the BBC argued, the service was of worth 
to the general public. As a result, the HD service was extended throughout the testing 
period which began on 21 May. The result of the test was announced on 19 November 
that they had approved the BBC Executive's high definition television proposals to allow 
the launch of UK's first free-to-air, mixed-genre public service HD channel.“ 


Official Launch {edit} 


The channel officially launched on 1 December 2007 although much of the programme 
makeup and format of the broadcasts remained the same from the trial.© This new 
channel was nationwide and platform neutral, in that it was carried by all providers as a 
free to air channel. This channel, as recommended by the BBC Trust's Public Value Test, 
broadcast only for around nine hours a day during prime time and only showed 
programmes made specifically for HD. The channel would air programmes from across 
the BBC channels. 


This arrangement continued until 2010, when the increase in HD content saw several 
changes. 2010 had been the BBC's internal deadline for the majority of new content to 
be produced in HD and as a result the broadcast space was fast running out.“ As a 
result, on 3 November 2010, BBC One HD launched as a separate simulcast of the 
channel and at approximately the same time, BBC HD's broadcast hours were extended 
to twelve hours a day.#!2°1 The channel now catered for the programming of the BBC's 
channels other than BBC One.“ 


From 2011, the channel also began to experiment with showing select programmes 

in 3D. The first such broadcasts were the live men's and women's finals of the 2011 
Wimbledon Championships" and continued with the broadcast of that year's Strictly 
Come Dancing final in December.22 2012 saw one of the most ambitious levels of 3D 
coverage with the BBC screening the opening and closing ceremonies and the men's 
100m final of the 2012 Summer Olympics including a daily highlights programme in 3D. 
u3 |n addition to this, the channel also broadcast in 3D the men's and women's finals of 
the 2012 Wimbledon Championships,“ the natural history programme Planet 
Dinosaur Ultimate Killers in August,22 the second half of the Last Night of the Proms on 
8 September 2012,2% the adaptation of Mr Stink on 23 December 2012 and Killer 
Dinosaurs and the Royal Christmas Message on 25 December.24 


Closure{edit] 


Initial reports of the closure of the channel began to surface in July 2011 

when Broadcast magazine claimed that the BBC HD would become more of a simulcast 
of BBC Two"! when Danielle Nagler, head of HD and 3D at the BBC, left the corporation 
in September.22 Although this was later disproved,2 it caused speculation about the 
channel's future given that the new head of the channel was Janice Hadlow, controller of 
BBC Two. 


The channel's future was again called into question following the BBC's Delivering 
Quality First review of the corporations spending. The review sought cost cutting 
measures following the government settlement that froze the license fee, reducing the 
BBC's income, and saw the corporation take on additional responsibility for funding 
some services.4! The review recommended that BBC HD should close and be replaced 
with a simulcast of BBC Two.“24 The proposals were approved by the BBC Trust in May 
2012! and subsequently, BBC Two HD launched on 26 March 2013, replacing BBC HD. 
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Broadcast[edit] 


A BBC High Definition Outside Broadcast van at the 2005 World Athletics 
Championships, Helsinki. 


Availability(edit! 


At the time of the official launch, BBC HD was available universally on all HD 
broadcasters as a free-to-air station. Satellite viewers could watch the channel 

on Freesat or Sky, who received their signal from the Astra 1N satellite. The channel 
was also available to cable television customers through Virgin Media's basic package. 
The service was also carried on digital terrestrial television in London, from Crystal 
Palace, until May 2007 as part of the channel's trial and gradually made available 
nationwide on a region-by-region basis from 2 December 2009.24 


The service expanded into the Republic of Ireland with the channel's carriage on UPC 
Ireland's Digital+ HD service from the 5 August 200922 and on the Sky Ireland platform 
from the 27 April 2010.28 


Technical Specifications |edit] 


The channel was broadcast at a display resolution of 1440 by 1080i, which despite 
being less than the usual 1920 by 1080 resolution used for HD broadcasts was still 
acceptable to the European Broadcasting Union (EBU) of which the BBC is a member. 
271 But after years of pressure from bloggers and tech experts alike, air2ee4 the BBC 
finally relented and switched BBC HD to full 1920 resolution for all broadcasts, not just 
when 3D was being broadcast. The channel encoded in H.264/MPEG-4 AVC for satellite 
and terrestrial broadcasts and in MPEG-2 for cable transmissions. 


Over time changes were made to the way that the channel is broadcast or received. 
Following the launch of BBC One HD on 3 November 2010, both the new channel and 
BBC HD were statistically multiplexed on the satellite feeds.2# Equally, on 6 June 2011, 
the satellite transponder carrying BBC One HD and BBC HD was upgraded to DVB-S2. 
21 In addition to the satellite changes, alterations were made in March 2011 for the 
Freeview HD encoders to change automatically between 1080i at 50 frames per 
second to 1080p at 25 frames per second depending on the programme's GOP. 

30 Unfortunately some receivers did not handle the transitions between these modes 
well, resulting in sound and picture disruption.&4 


2009-2010 bitrate drop[edit] 


On 5 August 2009, the channel's satellite encoders on the Astra 2D satellite were 
replaced by newer models. A side effect of this change was a drop in bitrate from 

16 Megabits per second (Mb/s) to 9.7 Mbit/s, leading to a large number of complaints to 
the BBC, 22us3us3su361371 The problem only occurred on the satellite platforms as 

the cable versions were encoded by the provider themselves and so remained at 17 
Mbit/s while the later launched terrestrial version was statistically multiplexed 
between 3 Mbit/s and 17 Mbit/s." Further anger ensued that the new satellite bitrate 
fell below the recommendations set out by the European Broadcasting Union (EBU), of 
which the BBC is a member. These recommend a minimum of 12 Mbit/s, but as Andy 
Quested, principal technologist at the BBC stated, the current technology gave a 
consistent reliable output of 8-10 Mbit/s which would soon become the requirements 
with improved technology. 2424% 


Within four months of the change, by mid December, the number of complaints on this 
issue to the BBC reached 130 of which one was passed straight to the BBC Trust.“ At 
around the same time a petition was added to the official Number10 website in 
December 2009, petitioning then Prime Minister Gordon Brown to bring the BBC into 
line with the EBU standards.“2 The petition was sparked by the BBC's insistence that 
there was no problem with the bit rate. In addition, tests run by consumer 

publication Which?, published in December 2009, found no significant decline in picture 
quality on the BBC HD channel, labelling the difference in picture quality between the 
new and old BBC HD broadcasts as "insignificant".“2! Meanwhile, the international 
version of BBC HD continued to broadcast on satellite at the higher bitrate and screen 
resolution.““ The following year, on 30 April 2010, a delegation of viewers who had 
complained met with Andy Quested and Danielle Nagler“ to argue that BBC HD was 
failing to "deliver a very high quality technical service to viewers, by adhering to, or 
seeking to exceed, industry standards for picture resolution". The visitors took part in an 
evaluation of the new and old encoder's picture quality (by an ITU R500 test) and the 
results demonstrated that the new encoder, at much reduced bit rate, was not only "as 
good as" but actually much better than the old. 


The issue was resolved when, on the 3 June 2010, the BBC introduced variable 

bitrate encoding and fixed previous problems with mixing, fading and noise in pictures. 
“a The variable bitrate encoding allowed the channel to maintain the same average 
bandwidth while allowing an increase in bitrate for more demanding programme scenes 
such as fast movement. Equally the fixes for mixing and fading treated specific 
problems with changing scenes, while a configuration change for ‘noisy’ video means 
the BBC no longer needed to use noise reduction techniques that often reduced the 
overall picture quality. The changes were welcomed by campaigners.“4 


3D Broadcasts| edit] 


Whenever the BBC has broadcast programmes or events in 3D, there were other 
technical changes made to the channel that accompanied it. The BBC's first broadcast 
of the Wimbledon finals in 201124, saw the screen resolution increased from the usual 
1440 by 1080 to 1920 by 1080 between 13 June and 6 July.” Equally, the same 
occurred for the 2011 Strictly Come Dancing final! when the resolution was changed 
between 8 December 2011 and 5 January 2012. An increase to 1920 horizontal 
resolution was again observed on 30 May 2012 as part of the preparations of 2012's 3D 
broadcasts. 231491 


Presentation (edit] 


The BBC HD channel only ever ran at its peak for an average of twelve hours a day, 
usually from mid afternoon, and was only ever allowed to expand beyond these hours 


for coverage of significant sporting events. When off air, the channel would broadcast a 
looped series of clips identified as the BBC HD Preview. These were of extended trailers 
and extracts for upcoming programmes on the channel separated by the 

channel's idents. These segments were also notable in their hourly broadcasts of the 

HD testcard, nicknamed Test Card X, overlaid with a BLITS audio test signal which 
allowed users to test and adjust their picture quality and position and the quality of their 
surround sound respectively.&2 Equally, an audio visual synchronization animation was 
also broadcast hourly.“ 


The channel's presentation was unique from the other BBC channels and used its own 
style of programme idents and trailers. The channel originally used an ident that 
featured a diamond shape falling backwards down a stream before exploding to several 
more diamond shapes before taking its place back where it started to be back-lit over 
an announcement.£ These were used until 2009 when the presentation changed to a 
style featuring an ordinary scene which would become extraordinary when viewed 
through a rotating diamond shape. An example of this was a cat chasing pigeons that 
was seen as a lion when looked through the diamond shape.21 Original programme 
trailers and slides used the back-lit diamond shape as a base, while the 2009 versions 
used bright colours and textures inspired from the idents, for example the picnic 
blanket from the cat ident.&4 


Programming[edit] 
See also: List of television programmes broadcast by the BBC 


The channel's programmes were sourced from every BBC channel and were of a mixed 
genre. The channel would only broadcast productions made in high definition and would 
not upscale any programmes from standard definition for use on the channel - in 
contrast to the BBC One HD and BBC Two HD simulcast services. Any individual 
programme could contain of up to 25 per cent non-HD material converted from SD, for 
example archive shots in a documentary. Some high definition recording formats 

like HDV as well as some film formats like 16 mm are considered by BBC to be "non- 
HD".831 As many of the BBC's top productions were made in HD from soon after the 
channel launched, many of these productions were broadcast on the station at some 
point. 


Live events([edit] 


The channel had broadcast several live and significant events in HD. Sporting events 
include the Wimbledon Tennis Championships, the Australian Open and French Open 
from 2009, the FIFA World Cup 2006 and 2010, the Euro 2008 Championships, the US_ 
Masters golf, Open Golf, England football internationals, action from the FA Cup and Six_ 
Nations rugby. The channel also broadcast the 2008 Summer 

Olympics and Paralympics, the 2010 Winter Olympics and the 2012 Summer Olympics. 
For the latter, the channel simulcast BBC Three's Olympic coverage and broadcast some 
of BBC Two's content in HD late at night, time permitting. In 2008, BBC Sport officials 
indicated that they hoped to offer all of their output in HD by 2012, based on the 
availability of global feeds and planned new studios or HD-friendly renovations in 
London and Manchester.&! 


Non sport broadcast include simulcasts of The Proms, the Eurovision Song 


inauguration and coverage of the 2010 United Kingdom General Election 


Children(edit] 


The channel also aired select CBBC and CBeebies shows, a schedule in 2010 shows: 
14:00 Waybuloo (CBeebies) 

14:20 Jungle Book (CBBC) 

14:30 Jungle Book (CBBC) 

14:45 Something Special (CBeebies) 

15:05 Waybuloo (CBeebies) 

15:25 Driver Dan's Story Train (CBeebies) 

15:35 Copycats (CBBC) 


See also[edit] 


EIGSBBC portal 
| e Book: BBC Channels 
(UK) 


e High-definition television in the United Kingdom 
e BBC HD Scandinavia 
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BBC 2W 


Launched 5 November 2001 
Closed 2 January 2009 
Network BBC Two 

Owned by BBC 

Picture format 576i (16:9 SDTV) 
Country Wales 


Replaced BBC Choice Wales 


Sister channel(s) BBC One Wales 
BBC Two Wales 


Availability 


(at time of closure) 


Terrestrial 
Freeview Channel 2 (Wales only) 
Satellite 
Sky Channel 102 (Wales) 


Channel 991 (Rest of UK) 


Cable 


Virgin Media Channel 102 (Wales only) 


BBC 2W was a digital television channel run by the BBC in Wales until January 2009. It 
replaced the standard BBC Two broadcast on digital services in Wales — running on 
weekdays from 8.30pm to 10pm." Launched on 5 November 2001, it had an initial 
reach of 1.1 million viewers.” It served as a replacement for BBC Choice Wales, which 
had been shut down on 30 March 2001. 2W broadcast in English and was aimed at the 
English-speaking population, unlike S4C, which broadcasts primarily in Welsh. The 
digital-only service was replaced with a single BBC Two for Wales on 2 January 2009. 


The channel name on the Electronic Programme Guide was BBC 2W although outside its 
broadcast hours the channel was referred to onscreen as BBC Two Wales, using the BBC 
Two logo. The channel received complaints some viewers because of its policy of 
broadcasting only Welsh-based programmes (including many repeats) during its opt-out 
hours®; unlike BBC Two Wales which only opted out for live sport and new 
programming. The first switchoff of analogue television in the UK, for instance, was 
controversial because viewers in Llansteffan and Ferryside, whose analogue transmitter 
was due to be switched off, insisted that BBC Two Wales be left broadcasting in 
analogue." 


The channel did provide a choice to all other viewers. Viewers on satellite could select a 
different BBC Two region (but not BBC Two Wales), and viewers on Freeview and cable 
could switch back to analogue to watch BBC Two Wales, although they were unable to 
watch the programme in widescreen. 


Originally, the channel's news programme was 2W News & Sport, launching with the 
channel. In 2005, this was replaced by a bulletin of Wales Today, also shown on BBC 
One Wales. The bulletin, entitled Wales Today on 2W carried the same titles as that on 


BBC One Wales and was broadcast from the same studio with the same main 
presenters. 


On-screen presentation[edit] 


One of the channel's idents introduced in 2003, depicting the BBC 2W logo box as a garage door. 


BBC 2W's original ident in 2001 was a bright green design with a stylised spinning cube 
that could transition directly into a programme menu." In 2003, a new set of idents 
debuted featuring a number of live action sequences where a green BBC 2W logo box is 
integrated into the scene as a physical object (such as on a beer tap or painted ona 
garage door), whilst still ending up in the bottom right-hand corner location like the 
usual BBC Two idents."* 


However, from 18 February 2007, BBC 2W simply used the standard BBC Two idents 
with the 2W box. At crossover (when BBC Two Wales became BBC 2W) the boxes 
alternated between each other during the ident. This alternation also occurred during 
trailers which advertised programmes during BBC 2W hours. 


Closurefedit] 


The BBC closed down BBC 2W in the run-up to digital switchover as part of plans to 
achieve 3% annual efficiencies at BBC Wales. Digital BBC Two in Wales reverted to the 
network version, with less frequent regional programmes as is the arrangement on 
Analogue BBC Two Wales. 


BBC 2W was designed to offer "a unique experience unavailable anywhere else with the 
watchwords of topicality and style, intelligence with an occasional touch of irreverence, 
shining through" for Welsh audiences.” 
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BBC TV Europe 


Launched 4 June 1987; 32 years ago as BBC 1/2 Mix 
in Scandinavia 
1 April 1989; 30 years ago as BBC TV 


Europe for the whole of Europe 
Closed 11 March 1991; 28 years ago (Europe) 
Owned by BBC 


Country United Kingdom (for external consumption 


only) 
Language English 


Broadcast Europe (except most of the United 


area Kingdom) 


Headquart Headquarters (Europe): 
ers BBC TV Europe News Centre, BBC 


Television Centre, London, United Kingdom 


Replaced BBC World Service Television Europe 


by (11 March 1991 - 16 January 1995) 


BBC TV Europe was a BBC subscription-funded television service established in 1987, 
serving continental Europe, initially Scandinavia.™ It was available 
on Satellite and cable." 


The channel was branded as "BBC 1/2 Mix" when it launched on 4 June 1987, but was 
rebranded as "BBC TV Europe" on 1 April 1989.22! 


Initially, two regional telecommunications companies in Denmark, KTAS (Københavns 
Telefon A/S) and JTAS (Jydsk Telefon A/S) contacted the BBC with a view to retransmit 
both BBC1 and 2 on their cable networks in Denmark, offering the BBC payment to 
cover the costs of the satellite slots. The BBC's commercial division, BBC Enterprises, 
looked into the proposal but found it would be impossible to secure rights for this. This 
led the BBC to instead create a separate new channel for Denmark, known as BBC 1/2 
Mix. This later expanded to Norway in late 1987 and Sweden in early 1988.1 


The channel broadcast a mix of the programmes shown on BBC1 and BBC2 in the 
United Kingdom, as well as the BBC's domestic BBC Six O'Clock News bulletin, together 
with the regional news service from London. BBC1 programming took priority: when a 
programme on BBC1 could not be shown on the channel for rights reasons, it was 
replaced with a programme shown on BBC2.”! 


The channel was managed and operated by the BBC, but jointly marketed by the two 
Danish telecommunications companies. However, they were not able to make a profit 
from the channel, and sold their interest in it to the BBC, who renamed it "BBC TV 
Europe" and took full control of its operations and commercialisation, making it 
available to the whole of Western and Northern Europe (excluding the UK), and also 
making it officially available for individual viewers who wished to receive it directly via 
satellite by means of subscription. In 1990, a second service for non-UK viewers entitled 
"Enterprise Channel" was launched to complement the main BBC TV Europe service, but 
by the end of that year it had been folded back into the existing network. “slime 


On 11 March 1991 the channel was replaced by BBC World Service Television." 
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BBC World Service Television 
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This article is about the BBC's international television services. For the radio channel, 
see BBC World Service. 


BBC World Service Television 
BBC WSTV (Asia) 


Ident featuring the BBC One COW globe 


Launched 11 March 1991; 28 years ago"! 
Closed 26 January 1995; 24 years ago 
Network BBC 
Owned by BBC 


Picture format 576i (4:3 SDTV) 


Country UK 


Broadcast area Worldwide 


Headquarters BBC Television Centre 


Replaced BBC TV Europe 


Replaced by BBC World 


BBC Prime 


BBC World Service Television, often abbreviated to WSTV (World Service 
Television), was the name of two BBC international satellite television channels between 
1991 and 1995. It was the BBC's first foray into worldwide television broadcasting. In 
Europe, it was the successor to BBC TV Europe, which it replaced on 11 March 1991. 

u The service was also launched in Asia as a 24-hour news and information service with 
minor differences, a precursor to BBC World News, launched on 14 October 1991.1 


Unlike the BBC World Service at the time, it was not funded by the British government 
with a grant-in-aid.” Instead, it was funded either by subscription or by commercial 
advertising, with advertisements that were inserted locally by the cable or satellite 
providers. In the years that followed, where not broadcast via a particular local provider, 
the BBC would insert news headlines, trailers for their own programming, and other 
updates to fill the gaps, these being known as "break fillers". 


Availability[edit] 
Europe|edit] 


In Europe, BBC WSTV replaced BBC TV Europe on 11 March 1991 as the BBC's 
subscription-funded entertainment service.2 Like BBC TV Europe, it was a mix 

of BBC1 and BBC2, but, in place of BBC TV Europe’s near-continuous direct rebroadcast 
of BBC1 and schedule pattern timed to UK time (GMT/BST), it had a schedule pattern 
more synchronised to Central European Time and many of its first-run programmes 
were timeshifted to more suitable times for viewing in CET, as well as showing specially 
commissioned World Service News bulletins from Television Centre.“ The BBC World 
Service News studio looked like the BBC's domestic news, though with different 
graphics and an on-screen logo. The station also broadcast its own Children's 

BBC junctions from Presentation Studio A. 


Outside Europel[edit] 


Outside Europe, BBC World Service Television was the name of the 24-hour news, 
information and current affairs service, launched in Asia on 14 October 1991 as carried 
by Star TV, and also available from Turkey to South Korea on AsiaSat.2 Competing 
against CNN International, it showed current affairs and documentary programming 
from BBC One and BBC Two in addition to BBC World Service News with entertainment 
programs aired on Star Plus. Explaining why the company choose to carry BBC WSTV 
instead of CNN, Richard Li, who was head of Star TV at the time, cited American bias 
projected in CNN's coverage of the Gulf War, in an interview with The New York Times.™ 


News Corporation, of Rupert Murdoch, began acquiring Star TV in 1993. In March 1994, 
the BBC and Star TV reached a deal after an out of court settlement, that would 
gradually drop BBC World Service Television from the satellite broadcaster's offerings. 
BBC WSTV would be dropped from the channel line-up for the Northeast Asia by mid- 
April that year, but would be available in the rest of Asia until 31 March 1996, 118 


BBC World Service Television programming was also carried in Africa on M-Net, 
launched on 15 April 1992, for 11 hours a day. In Canada, its bulletins were carried 
on CBC Newsworld several times a day.22 


Presentation[edit] 
See also: Computer Originated World § BBC World Service Television 


The channel from 1991 until c.1994 used the presentation device of a rotating world: 
the Computer Originated World, which had previously been used on BBC One between 
1985 and 1991. The world symbol remained the same, but the legend at the bottom 
was altered to a BBC logo with an italic "World Service" beneath. Promotional style and 
static programme captions mirrored that of BBC1 and 2 at the time and featured the 
globe symbol above a small BBC logo in the top left corner of promotions and on 
captions. The sidebar of captions featured a vague wispy line style, similar to that used 
by WSTV bulletins.» The channel also used a break bumper featuring the globe, and a 
promo bumper featuring the COW globe split into lines to the side and bottom.“ 


Around the time of the relaunch, BBC WSTV adopted a variation of the flag look later to 
be used by BBC World, which only featured a BBC logo. 224! 


The channel had a permanent DOG of the BBC logo in the top right corner of the screen. 
03] 


Rebranding and reorganisation[edit] 


On Thursday, 26 January 1995 at 19:00 GMT, BBC World Service Television was split 
into two new channels: 


e BBC World (since renamed BBC World News): 24-hour English free-to-air terrestrial 
international news channel: news bulletins, information, business and financial news 
magazines and current affairs programmes, officially launched on Monday 16 
January 1995 at 19:00 GMT. 

e BBC Prime (since replaced by BBC Entertainment): 24-hour English cable lifestyle, 
variety and entertainment channel: variety, culture, leisure, lifestyle, art and light 
entertainment programmes, officially launched on Monday 30 January 1995 at 19:00 
GMT at BBC Television Centre in White City.” 


See also[edit] 


e BBC TV Europe 
e BBC Arabic Television 


e BBC World Service 
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External links[edit] 


e BBC World Service Television idents at Transdiffusion 


e BBC World Service Television idents including past BBC World at TV World - Videos 
are no longer available 


e  TVARK BBC World Service Television 


BBC Food 
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BBC Food is a division of the BBC which controls a recipe website part of BBC 
Online and a former international commercial television channel focusing on food. 


Website|edit] 
BBC Food 
Type of site ee 
Owner BBC 


Website bbc.co.uk/food 


Commercial No 


Launched 2000 


BBC Food is the public service website which publishes recipes from BBC programmes. 


The BBC Food website has been running since 2000 and is part of BBC Learning. Most of 
the site's recipes are featured on television programmes, but also commissions original 
recipes to accompany public service campaigns to teach and encourage the public to 
cook. 


BBC Food publishes recipes that will be of use to the broadest possible audience, so 
refrain from publishing recipes that are clearly require restaurant kitchen equipment or 
the skills of a professional chef. 


BBC Food is not related to the monthly magazine and media brand BBC Good Food, 
which was acquired by Immediate Media Company in 2018.4 


Television channel[edit] 


BBC Food 


Launched 16 June 2002; 17 years ago 
Closed 26 December 2008; 10 years ago 
Owned by BBC 

Slogan Appetising Television 

Country United Kingdom 


Broadcast area Southern Africa and Scandinavia 


Replaced by BBC Lifestyle 


BBC Food was also the name of the BBC's international commercial television channel 
focusing solely on food until it was replaced in the television markets in which it was 
broadcast by BBC Lifestyle. The channel was owned and operated by BBC Worldwide, 
the BBC's commercial arm. 


The channel launched in June 2002 and was available in southern Africa and parts 

of Scandinavia. While much of the programming was from the BBC, having been shown 
on other outlets elsewhere, other content from other providers was included in the 
scheduling. 


Well known chefs who have appeared on the channel with their respective programmes 
have included: 


e Nigella Lawson 
e Delia Smith 


e Jamie Oliver 

e Antonio Carluccio 

e Antony Worrall Thompson 

e Rick Stein 

e Sophie Grigson 

e Ken Hom 

e Madhur Jaffrey 

e Ainsley Harriott 

e James Martin 

e Gary Rhodes 

A similar service operated within the United Kingdom and Ireland called Good Food, 
owned by Discovery, Inc. It closed on 12 September 2019 after merging its 
programming with Food Network 


The BBC Food channel was phased out in Africa in September 2008, and in Scandinavia 
in December 2008. The channel was replaced by the new BBC Lifestyle. 


See also[edit] 


e BBC Good Food 
References[edit] 
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BBC Knowledge (international) 
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This article is about the international version of BBC Knowledge. For the defunct TV 
channel of the same name in the UK that has been replaced by BBC Four, see BBC 


Knowledge. 


BBC Knowledge 


BIBIC| 
Knowled 3e 


Launched 


Closed 


Owned by 


Picture format 


Country 


Replaced by 


2007 


1 February 2015 

(Poland) 

13 April 2015 (Nordic Countries)" 

14 April 2015 (Hungary, Romania® & 
Turkey!) 

1 September 2015 (Africa)™ 

3 October 2015 (Asia) 

1 March 2016 (Italy)” 

22 October 2018 (New Zealand)" 

10 October 2019 (Australia)! 


BBC Studios 


576i (SDTV) 
1080i (HDTV) 


United Kingdom 


BBC Earth 


Sister 


channel(s) 


Website 


CBeebies 

BBC World News 
BBC Lifestyle 

BBC HD 

BBC Entertainment 


BBC First 


[1] 


Availability (at the time of closure) 


Foxtel 


(Australia) 


Foxtel 


(Australia) 


Optus TV 


(Australia) 


Fetch 


TV (Australia) 


Foxtel 


Play (Australia) 


Flip 


TV (Australia) 


Satellite 


Channel 612 (SD/HD) 
Channel 1612 (SD) 


Cable 


Channel 612 (SD/HD) 
Channel 1612 (SD) 


Channel 612 


IPTV 


Channel 124 


Channel 612 


Channel 250 


Streaming media 


Foxtel Go Channel 612 


BBC Knowledge was a television channel available in various countries outside 

the United Kingdom, showcasing factual and non-fiction entertainment programming 
from the BBC and independent UK production houses. Wholly owned by BBC Studios, it 
is not related to the previous channel known as BBC Knowledge, an early digital channel 
available within the UK, which closed down in 2002 in favour of BBC Four and CBeebies. 


At one time, the channel provided five key programming strands enabling simple 
appointment viewing: 


e The World delved and explored new cultures around the world 

e Science & Technology explored new frontiers, from space to motoring 

e People explored aspects of the human body and mind 

e The Past brought historical events, places and people back to life 

e Business offered invaluable advice to help stay on top of today's challenging 
business world. 


On 15 November 2009, BBC Knowledge in Australia changed their channel location from 
Channel 619 to Channel 612. 


In 2014 it was announced that BBC Studios would rollout a new channel, BBC Earth, 
which would replace BBC Knowledge in most locations, except for where it was 
successful." Poland was the first location to launch the new brand on 1 February 2015. 


[11] 


Launch and closure dates[edit] 


BBC Knowledge was first launched in Singapore on mio TV (Now in Singtel TV) in July 
2007. It has been available on now TV in Hong Kong since October 2007 and on 

the Cyfrowy Polsat digital satellite platform in Poland from December 2007 (Cyfra 

Plus in Poland plans its launch only on 1 Feb 2011 due to prior exclusive BBC deals with 
Polsat). BBC Knowledge launched in Indonesia on Indovision in April 2008, and in South 
Africa on DStv in September 2008. It has since also launched in the Scandinavian 
countries in November 2008 when it replaced BBC Prime on Canal Digital and several 
cable systems. It was launched in Australia on Foxtel and Optus Television on 1 
November 2008; in South Korea on CJ HelloVision on 1 December 2008 and on GS 
Gangnam Broadcasting on 26 May 2009. 


In June 2009, citing the lack of viewership, the BBC terminated its carriage deal 

with SingTel's mio TV to air BBC Knowledge, (along with CBeebies and BBC Lifestyle), 
421 and entered into an agreement with StarHub TV to carry the channels from 1 August 
2009, and in Romania on 31 December 2010. 


BBC Knowledge was launched on Cable TV Hong Kong on 29 October 2009.42! 


The channel was launched in New Zealand in March 2011 replacing the Documentary 
Channel following that channel's sale to BBC Studios.™ 


From 1 March 2011 the channel is broadcast in Italy too. It's visible, in standard 
definition until 1 March 2016. 


On 13 August 2013 the channel launched on Digiturk in Turkey.22 


On 1 February 2015, BBC Knowledge launched on Australian IPTV service Fetch TV, 26271 


The BBC Knowledge channel, in New Zealand, was shut down and replaced by a New 
Zealand version of BBC Earth on 22 October 2018. [2] 


The final BBC Knowledge channel, in Australia, was shut down and replaced by an 
Australian version of BBC Earth on 10 October 2019, therefore ending the BBC 
Knowledge brand after 20 years. [3] 


Asia[edit] 


Main article: List of television programmes broadcast by the BBC 


e Deadly 60 

e Engineering Giants 

e Frozen Planet 

e Kevin McCloud's Grand Tour 
e Kingdom of Plants 

e Planet Earth 

e Ramsay Behind Bars 

e Secret Millionaire 

e World's Weirdest Weapons 

e Top Gear 


Australia[edit] 
Main article: List of television programmes broadcast by the BBC 


e An Idiot Abroad 

e Dragons' Den 

e Extraordinary Women 

e Fishing Impossible 

e Human Universe 

e Islands of Britain 

e Never Mind the Buzzcocks 
e Road Warriors: The Extra Mile 
e Ross Kemp: Extreme World 
e School of Saatchi 

e The Moaning of Life 

e The World's...and Me 

e Top Gear 

e Top Gear: Extra Gear 

e Top Gear (USA) 

e Trawlermen 

e Where the Wild Men Are 

e Wonders of the Universe 


e BBC World News 


e BBC Lifestyle 
e BBC Entertainment 


e CBeebies 


e BBC HD 
e BBC Four 
e BBC Earth 
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External links[edit] 


e Official website 


e BBC News Online: BBC to launch global TV channels 
e Variety: BBC Worldwide bows new channels 


Launch[edit] 


BBC Prime was launched at 19:00 GMT on Thursday, 26 January 1995 when the 
former BBC World Service Television was split into two separate television stations: 


e BBC World: a 24-hour English free-to-air terrestrial international news channel such 
as news bulletin, information, business and financial, news magazine and current 
affairs programmes. Now known as BBC World News. 

e BBC Prime: a 24-hour English subscription lifestyle, variety and entertainment 
channel such: variety, culture, leisure, lifestyle, art and light entertainment 
programmes. Now known as BBC Entertainment. 


Programming[edit] 


The channel broadcast drama, comedy and lifestyle programmes which it repeated ona 
monthly basis. Once, it allocated six hours per day to educational programmes from 
BBC Learning (shown in the European small hours); this practice was abandoned in 
August 2006 "with the intention of improving the relevance and appeal of the channel 
to the widest audience". It also included a special children's strand, using 

the CBBC brand and idents, by the name of CBBC on BBC Prime, or CBBC Prime. 


When it first launched, BBC Prime also carried programming from the 

former ITV company Thames Television, since BBC Worldwide had a joint venture with 
Thames's parent company, Pearson and Cox Communications, known as European 
Channel Management.” However, this was dissolved in 1998.4! Owing to rights issues, 
much of the programming on BBC Prime was from the Corporation's archive. 


Controversy edit] 


The channel's emphasis on archive programming caused considerable annoyance to 
many British expatriate viewers, who had much preferred the mix of BBC One 

and Two previously offered by BBC TV Europe and BBC World Service Television. 
However, the BBC has defended the inclusion of older programmes in the schedule, on 
the grounds that "for the majority of our viewers, this is the first chance to see these 
programmes, and often the only way to view them".“ Consequently, many people in 
mainland Europe bought viewing cards to receive full broadcasts of BBC One and Two 
from the UK, when they became available on satellite in 1998. This prompted GBC in 
Gibraltar to end terrestrial retransmission of BBC Prime in 1999. Even after the BBC 
switched to broadcasting unencrypted on a satellite with a much weaker signal, many 
people in Spain and elsewhere could still receive these signals, particularly those who 
already had large satellite dishes. 


Funding[edit] 


Unlike the BBC's domestic channels, and some of their foreign channels paid for by 

the UK Foreign Office, BBC Prime was funded by subscription available either as part of 
a satellite package or as a stand-alone channel. It was also funded by adverts placed on 
the channel in breaks, and because of this, it was not available in the UK. Much of BBC 
Prime's programming was available to watch through BBC One, Two or 

the UKTV network, part owned by the BBC and showing archive programming. 


Presentation|[edit] 


When BBC Prime launched, its ident was consisted of 5 different diamonds shining, at 
first by each other, and then all of them, in a black background, with the BBC Prime logo 
placed in the bottom right corner. The logo at the time had the BBC logo, with "Prime" 
written in all capitals below in the Trajan Bold font. The ident had another version which 
had a quite jazz-styled music. 


On 4 October 1997, the BBC went on a major rebrand, and BBC Prime was also affected 
by it. The logo now had the BBC blocks, with "Prime" in all capitals in the Gill Sans font 
next to it. The idents start with epileptic water scenes with full of colours, before settling 
on the main part of the ident, which features the water in a blue to orange gradient with 
ripples, and 2 marbles reflected and inverted by each other, with the logo being placed 
in the bottom. 


In December 2000, BBC Prime rebranded again. The idents now featured cartoon draws 
of famous UK sights, like the Big Ben, the Tower Bridge or the Stonehenge, shooting 
fireworks, before the looped, 15-second long sequence with exploding firework 
animations came on. The idents had a xylophone-and-trumpet music, with firework 
sounds playing in the background. 


BBC Prime's final rebrand took place in August 2006, when BBC Learning was 
discontinued and the channel's gradual replacement started. The logo featured the 
1997 logo being placed inside a turquoise circle. The idents consisted of differently 
coloured circles as people who do different situations, like going on a rollercoaster, 
jumping and swimming in the pool, or the grass being clipped with a lawnrower. These 
idents were used until BBC Prime was completely replaced by BBC Entertainment on 11 
November 2009. 


Availability[edit] 


The channel was available in many areas through satellite and cable television 


e Inthe Netherlands and Belgium, the channel was available on cable, alongside BBC 
One, BBC Two and BBC World News. 

e It was available on digital terrestrial television (DTT) in the Netherlands and Malta. 

e In Gibraltar, GBC relayed BBC Prime on its VHF and UHF channels with opt-outs. 

e In Turkey, it was available on Türksat Cable TV and Digiturk. 

e In Italy, it was available on SKY Italia. 

e In MENA, it was available on the Orbit Network. 

e The South Africa service was launched in 1999 and contained some different 
programmes to that broadcast in Europe, due to some programmes already being 
licensed to other channels. 

e The Asia service was launched on the 1 December 2004 and had a different 
schedule to that of the Europe service to reflect the different time zones, and 
cultural practices. It was available in Hong Kong (on Now TV's Channel 
529), Thailand (on TrueVisions' (Channel 35), Singapore (on StarHub TV's Channel 
76) and South Korea (on Skylife's Channel 334). 


In order to cater to a wider audience, who do not have English their first language, BBC 
Prime carried subtitles in Swedish, Danish, Norwegian, Czech, Polish, Romanian, 
Hungarian, Italian, Hebrew and Serbian. The Asian service also had subtitles 

in Chinese, Thai, and Korean. 


A similar channel, called BBC Japan, launched in Japan on 1 December 2004, but ceased 
broadcasting on 30 April 2006 owing to problems with its local distributor. 


Replacement([edit] 
Main article: BBC Entertainment 


In September 2006 it was announced that the BBC Prime brand was to be phased out 
and replaced by BBC Entertainment, one of a number of new international channels 
planned by BBC Worldwide.‘ 


The process began with the Asian services, which switched on the 6 October 2006, 
followed by the South African service on the 1 September 2008. BBC Prime was 
completely replaced by BBC Entertainment on 11 November 2009.1 
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BBC Kids 


Launched November 5, 2001 


Closed December 31, 2018 


Owned by Knowledge West Communications (80%, 


managing partner) 
BBC Studios (20%) 


Picture 480i (SDTV) 
format 

Slogan What's so funny? 
Country Canada 


Language English 


Broadcast Canada 


area 


Headquarte Burnaby, British Columbia 


rs 


Sister Knowledge Network 


channel(s) Knowledge Kids 


BBC Kids was a Canadian English language specialty channel. owned as a joint 
venture between Knowledge West Communications (which served as managing partner 
and owns a majority 80% interest), an entity of the Government of British Columbia as 
a crown corporation under Knowledge Network and BBC Studios (which owned the 
remaining 20%), the latter being a commercial division of the British Broadcasting 


Corporation. It operated as a commercial-free channel that aired programming aimed at 
youth ranging from preschoolers to teenagers. 


History[edit] 


BBC Kids' original logo, used from November 5, 2001 to April 30, 2016. 


Launch([edit] 


In November 2000, Alliance Atlantis was granted approval by the Canadian Radio- 
television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) to launch BBC Kids, described 
as "a national English language Category 2 specialty television service devoted to top- 
quality educational and entertaining programming for children and youth (ages 2-17). It 
will feature programming primarily from the UK and around the world. 65% of the 
programming will target children ages 2 to 11, the majority of which will target 6 to 11 
years old and 35% will target youth ages 12 to 17." 


The channel was launched on November 5, 2001 as a joint venture between Alliance 
Atlantis and BBC Worldwide.2 The channel primarily aired programs from the UK, from 
which the vast majority were sourced from the BBC and its affiliated channels; however, 
throughout its history under the ownership of Alliance Atlantis and its subsequent 
incarnations under Canwest and Shaw, select programs were sourced from other 
countries and other British broadcasters such as Tots TV, Mr. Bean: The Animated 
Series, and The Sleepover Club. In addition to British programs, the channel also 
broadcast Canadian programs, as required by the CRTC. 


On January 18, 2008, a joint venture between Canwest and Goldman Sachs Capital 
Partners known as CW Media, acquired control of BBC Kids through its purchase of 
Alliance Atlantis' broadcasting assets, which were placed in a trust in August 2007.2 


On October 27, 2010, the channel's ownership changed once again as Shaw 
Communications gained control of BBC Kids as a result of its acquisition of Canwest and 
Goldman Sachs' interest in CW Media. 


It was revealed through regulatory documents on December 22, 2010 that Shaw 

Media was in the process of selling the channel to an unknown third party. On January 
17, 2011, the Government of British Columbia's Knowledge Network 

Corporation announced it had finalized an agreement to purchase the channel through 
a subsidiary called Knowledge-West Communications Corporation from Shaw Media, 
while BBC Worldwide would retain its interest in the service.” 


Knowledge decided to change BBC Kids from an ad-supported service to a commercial- 
free service, and relocate its old headquarters from Toronto, Ontario to its new 
headquarters in Burnaby, British Columbia. The transaction required CRTC approval, 
which was granted on April 29, 2011. 


On May 1, 2016, BBC Kids updated its logo to reflect its 15th anniversary and to 
coincide with its new rebranding.24 


Closure{edit] 


On October 2, 2018, a joint statement from Knowledge Network and BBC announced the 
channel would cease broadcasting after December 31, 2018. No reasoning for the 
closure was outlined in their statement.22 President and CEO of Knowledge 

Network Rudy Buttignol stated in a subsequent interview that "the decision is due to a 
challenging regulatory environment facing independent channels", and that BBC Kids 
was successful in its major objective of gaining additional revenue for Knowledge 
Network, which among other benefits for the network helped finance an HD version of 
that channel. Knowledge Network plans to keep working with the BBC on future content 
deals, and its children's block Knowledge Kids is to continue airing shows originally 
commissioned for BBC Kids. 


Programming[edit] 


Main article: List of television programmes broadcast by the BBC 


Former edit] 


e 4 O'Clock Club 

e 3rd & Bird 

e The Adventures of Paddington Bear 

e The Adventures of Sam & Max: Freelance Police 
e The Adventures of the Young Marco Polo 
e All About Animals 

e Anatole 

e Andy's Wild Adventures 

e Animal Stories 

e The Animals of Farthing Wood 

e Archibald the Koala 

e Are You Afraid of the Dark?™ 

e Arthur 

e Artzooka! 

e Atomic Betty 

e Baby Jake 

e Balamory! 

e Bananas in Pyjamas” 


e Barney 

e Being lan 

e Bernard 

e Big Wolf on Campus 
e Binka 


e Blackadder 

e Blazing Dragons 
e Bob the Builder 
e Boj 

e Brady's Beasts 


Brat Camp 

Buzz and Tell 

Byker Grove 

Caitlin's Way 

Canimals 

Cavegirl 

Charlie and Lola 

Chorlton and the Wheelies 
Clangers 

Connie the Cow 

Creature Comforts 

Dance Academy 

Deadly Nightmares of Nature 
Deadly 60 

Digby Dragon 

Dinosapien 

Dogs with Jobs 


Doodlez 

Dude, That's My Ghost! 
Eckhart 

Ed and Oucho's Excellent Inventions 
Emma 

Escape from Scorpion Island 
Factomania 

The Famous Jett Jackson 
Fierce Earth 

Fimbles091 

Florrie's Dragons 
Fraggle Rock 

Garth and Bev 

Gawayn 

Gazoon 

George Shrinks 

Go Jetters 

Hank Zipzer 

Harry and Toto 

Hey Duggee 

The Hive 

Home Farm Twins 
Horrible Histories 
Horrible Science 

Humf 

Hyperdrive 

| Was a Sixth Grade Alien 
Igam Ogam 

In a Heartbeat” 

Ivick von Salza 

Jacob Two-Two 


Jar Dwellers SOS 

Joan of Arcadia 

Joe and Jack 

The Jungle Bunch 

K-9 

Kate & Mim-Mim 
Kerwhizz 

The Klumpies 
Lah-Lah’s Adventures 
Lark Rise to Candleford 
The Life of Birds 

The Life of Mammals 
Lightning Point 

Lilly the Witch 

Little Britain 

Little Princess 

Little Robots" 

Lockie Leonard 

Lunar Jim 

M.I. High 

Madison 

The Magic School Bus! 
The Magician's House 
Maid Marian and Her Merry Men 
Me and My Monsters 
The Mighty Boosh 
Mighty Machines"! 
Minuscule 

Mofy 

Molang 

Mona the Vampire 
Moone Boy 

Monk 

Mortified™ 

Mr. Bean 

Mr. Bean: The Animated Series 
Mr Bloom's Nursery 
Mister Maker 

Naturally, Sadie 

Nelly and Nora 

The New Adventures of Figaro Pho 
Nina and the Neurons 
Noonbory and the Super Seven 
Numberjacks 

Nuzzle and Scratch 
Oddbods 

Officially Amazing 

Olive the Ostrich 


Olliver's Adventures 

Our Hero 

Out There 

Paddington 

The Paradise 

Pat & Stan 

Penny Crayon 

Pingu! 

Polka Dot Shorts 

Postman Pat?! 

Popular Mechanics for Kids 
Prank Patrol 

The Queen's Nose 

Rainbow Fish 

Rank the Prank 

Rastamouse 

Raven 

Ready Jet Go! 

Ready or Not 

The Really Wild Show 

Reel Late Movies 

Ricky Sprocket: Showbiz Boy 
Robin Hood 

Robin Hood: Mischief in Sherwood! 
RoboRoach 

Rotten Ralph 

Round the Twist 

Roy 

The Sarah Jane Adventures 
Scout and the Gumboot Kids 
The Secret Show 

Shaun the Sheep 

Shoebox Zoo! 

Silverwing 

The Sleepover Club 

The Sorcerer's Apprentice 
Spider! 

Strange Days at Blake Holsey High 
The Strangerers?®! 

Surprise! It's Edible Incredible! 
Sweet Tweets 

Teletubbies 

Theodore Tugboat®! 

Thomas & Friends?! 

Timmy Time 

Top of the Pops 

Tots TV 

Trapped! 


Tree Fu Tom 

The Tumblies 

Tweenies 

Two Pints of Lager and a Packet of Crisps”! 
Walk on the Wild Side 

The Weakest Link 

What About Mimi? 

What Not to Wear 

Who Let the Dogs Out? 
Wild and Weird 

William's Wish Wellingtons 


Woolly and Tig 
The Wombles 


The Worst Witch 
Yakkity Yak 
Yam Roll 

Yoho Ahoy 

Yoko 

Young Dracula 
The Young Ones 
Zoboomafoo"”! 
Zoobabu 


Programming blocks[edit] 
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Former |edit] 


1B] BIC) 


CBeebies logo. 


CBeebies - "CBeebies" was a programming block aimed at preschoolers that airs 
weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and weekends from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 

a.m. Eastern Time. It debuted on May 13, 2011, when Knowledge Network 
Corporation took ownership of the channel, when BBC Kids was changed from an ad- 
supported service to a commercial-free service. 

Cartoon Afternoons - "Cartoon Afternoons" was a programming block dedicated to 
animated television series that aired weekdays from 3:30 to 7:00 p.m. Eastern Time. 


e Drama at 8 - "Drama at 8" was a primetime block featuring various British dramas, 
such as Emma and Moone Boy. It aired every weeknight at 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time. 


BI BIC 


BBCK's logo. 


e BBCK - "BBCK" was a program block aimed towards both preteen and teenage 
audiences that debuted on April 3, 2006, while BBC Kids was still under the 
ownership of Alliance Atlantis and BBC Worldwide, airing nightly from 9:00 p.m. to 
6:00 a.m. Eastern Time. With the block's launch, the channel also launched a 
separate website, making it appear as though BBCK was a separate channel similar 
to the former agreement between Noggin and The N in the United States.22 In early 
2008, when Canwest Global and Goldman Sachs purchased Alliance Atlantis, the 
BBCK website was shut down; however, the block itself remained until after May 12, 
2011, when ownership changed hands from Shaw Media to Knowledge Network 
Corporation and when BBC Kids was changed from an ad-supported service to a 
commercial-free service. 

e The Spot - From its launch in 2001 to May 12, 2011, BBC Kids aired a programming 
block called "The Spot", which aired weekdays from 12:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and 
weekends from 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Eastern Time. "The Spot" focused on 
programming aimed at preteen audiences. The block was discontinued after May 12, 
2011 when the channel's ownership changed hands from Shaw Media to Knowledge 
Network Corporation. 


International distribution|edit] 


e jamaica - distributed on Flow Cable systems. 
e The Bahamas - distributed on Cable Bahamas systems.24 
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International BBC television channels 
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The BBC is forbidden under its charter to directly undertake any commercial operations 
on-air within the United Kingdom; however, no such restriction applies to operations in 

other countries. Therefore, the BBC exploits its massive television archive by operating 
a number of commercial television channels outside the UK through its BBC 

Studios subsidiary. 


Some channels are wholly owned by BBC Studios, others are operated as joint ventures 
with other broadcasters. 


Wholly owned channels/edit] 


e BBC Arabic Television - Arabic news channel available in the Arab World 
e BBC Brit - a male-skewed factual channel. Available in Scandinavia, Poland and 
South Africa 


e BBC Earth - a documentary channel available in Scandinavia, Romania, Poland, 
Eastern Europe, Turkey, Asia, South Africa, Latin America and Brazil 

e BBC Entertainment - entertainment channel available in Europe (except Scandinavia 
and Eastern Europe), Turkey and Israel 

e BBC First - an entertainment channel focusing on comedy, crime and drama 
programming. Available in Asia, Australia (BBC First (Australia)), Benelux (BBC First 
(Dutch TV channel)), Central and Eastern Europe (Croatia, Macedonia, Poland and 
Slovenia), Middle East & North Africa and South Africa. 

e BBC HD - high-definition television channel available in Turkey 

e BBC Knowledge - educational & information channel available in Australia and New 
Zealand (not related to the UK-only BBC Knowledge, which has been replaced) 

e BBC Lifestyle - available in Poland, South Africa and Asia 

e BBC Persian - Iranian/Afghan news channel available in Europe, Iran, Afghanistan 
and Tajikistan 

e BBC UKTV - entertainment channel available in Australia and New Zealand (formerly 
in a 20% joint venture with Foxtel (60%) and RTL (20%), but as of 1 July 2008 wholly 
ownedil2!) 

e BBC World News - an International news channel from BBC available worldwide. 
Available in the UK, Overnight via BBC News Channel 

e CBeebies - channel for children aged 6 or under. Available in Poland, South Africa, 
Asia, Australia and MENA (Middle East and North Africa). The domestic channel is 
also available in Belgium, Netherlands and Switzerland. 

e CBBC - channel for children aged 6 to 12. Available in Poland, South Africa, Asia, 
Australia and North America. The domestic channel is also available in Belgium, 
Netherlands and Switzerland. 


Other[edit] 


The domestic BBC channels can't be re-distributed outside of the United Kingdom. 
However, these channels are widely available on cable and IPTV in Belgium, 
Netherlands, Republic of Ireland and Switzerland. 


e BBC News Channel is now Worldwide available on cable, satellite and IPTV providers. 
e BBC Studios also operate the UKTV network in the United Kingdom and Ireland. 


Defunct channels[edit] 


e BBC Food - Southern Africa/Scandinavia; has been rolled into BBC Lifestyle 

e BBC Japan - an entertainment channel available in Japan, ceased broadcasting in 
2006, owing to the closure of its local distributor 

e BBC Prime - entertainment channel available in Africa, Asia & Europe; ceased 
operations on 11 November 2009, replaced by BBC Entertainment 


Joint ventures[edit] 
United States[edit] 


e BBC America - entertainment channel available in US. Owned by BBC 
Studios (50.01%) and AMC Networks (49.99%). 

e Animal Planet - documentary channel available in US. Owned by Discovery, 
Inc. (11.17%) and Discovery (12.11%). 


Canadaj(edit] 


In Canada, channels are required by the Canadian Radio-television and 
Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) to have a certain quota of original Canadian 
content. The following BBC channels are operated in conjunction with Corus 
Entertainment and Knowledge West Communications respectively, with BBC having a 
20% stake in each channel. 


e BBC Canada - entertainment channel available in Canada 
e BBC Kids - children's channel available in Canada 


Historyledit] 
BBC World Service Television (1991-1994) [edit] 


BBC World News was formerly known as BBC World Service Television was officially 
launched by Actress of the Republic of Indonesia's Dienar Maesa Ayu on 15 November 
1991 at 20:00 HKT from the Hong Kong International Airport (former Kai Tak 
International Airport) in Kowloon Bay located of Kowloon Peninsula with 100-original 
staff members. It first had an introduction by BBC who announced: 


"We won't be signing off until the world ends. We'll be on, we'll be covering it live, and 

that will be our last, last event. We'll play the royal anthem for one time on the middle 

of November, at that's all. When the end of the world comes, we'll play "Nearer My God 
to Thee" before we sign off." 


Then the husband and news presenter of Dave Walker and Putri Yuyun anchored the 
first newscast with among the first segments was an interview of then-actress Adinia_ 
Wirasti by Djenar Maesa Ayu as initially run in partnership with STAR News a subsidiary 
of STAR TV a conglomerated of Rupert Murdoch a subsidiary of News Corporation and 
an owner of Hutchison Whampoa with AsiaSat-1 satellite when the other being its arch- 
rival and sister station's STAR News. it showed news programming from BBC One 

HD and BBC Two HD in addition to BBC World Service News. 


Its schedule consists of some locally made programs in Hong Kong as well as news 
programmes from STAR News, it signed an agreement with CNN International News it 
allowing its access to that channel's programming. It also relayed Seputar 

Indonesia news programme from Indonesian free-to-air terrestrial television 
channel's RCTI which is also available in Hong Kong. 


STAR TV is the based in Hong Kong via based satellite operator, will buy 20 percent of 
the national network BBC World Service Television giving it a firmer foothold in Asia first 
most populous country at a time when the British international news television 
advertising market is booming. STAR TV pay television services are already available on 
satellite in Southeast Asia. 


Following STAR TV acquisition by Rupert Murdoch an owner by News Corporation, STAR 
TV BBC World Service Television Asia was removed from the satellite beam that 
broadcast into Hong Kong on 1 March 1994. 


In mid-1994, there was a commercial dispute between BBC World Service Television 
and STAR TV, where the proposed joint venture by the latter was inconclusive and News 
Corporation didn't pay for the support and services that BBC News provided after over 3 
years. As a result, their license for using the name BBC Television would initially expire. 
At British Broadcasting Corporations request, the deadline was extended twice from 1 


February and finally on 30 April 1994. Following that, Rupert Murdoch is asking for a 
compensation of about HK$102.5 trillion (US$250 million) from the said company. This 
situation is said to benefit new look and rebranded which may become the next service 
that completely replaces BBC News. The dispute also caused BBC World Service 
Television to lose its monopoly to broadcast the STAR News. 


BBC World Service Television was removed on BBC Television (handover form BBC) 
ceased support toward News Corporation, consequently suspending STAR TV operations 
indefinitely reprivatised from the United Kingdom (Great Britain) and reorganised to 
split into 2-stations: it screened both English and Chinese movie premiere with split into 
1-stations of led "STAR Movies" with both movie premiere satellite channels a subsidiary 
of STAR TV & member of News Corporation on 1 May 1994 at 00:00 HKT such: 


1. "Fox Movies Video on Demand (was formerly known as STAR Movies)" - is a 
24-hours in daily of Hollywood (English) movie channel based in the Hong Kong 
was backed by 20th Century Fox is a major American film studios a member of 
the MPAA. 

2. "STAR Chinese Movies (was formerly known as STAR Movies)" - is a 24-hours 
in daily of Asian (Chinese) movie channel based in the Republic of China 
(Taiwan) were still copyrighted form Hong Kong with studio by STAR TV Filmed 
Entertainment, produced by Fortune STAR Entertainment & distributed by Media 
Asia Entertainment Group based in Kowloon Peninsula on 1993. 


BBC World and BBC Primée(edit] 


The BBC's international operations initially consisted of a single channel - BBC World 
Service Television. On Thursday, 26 January 1995 at 19:00 GMT this was split into two 
television stations: 


e Launched Monday, 16 January 1995 at 19:00 GMT: 24-hour English free-to-air 
terrestrial international news channel named "BBC World" (now BBC World News). 

e Launched Monday, 30 January 1995 at 19:00 GMT: 24-hour English subscription 
lifestyle, variety & entertainment channel named "BBC Prime" (now BBC 
Entertainment). 


The organisation subsequently launched localised stations focused on a particular area, 
such as BBC Food (Scandinavia) and BBC America alongside BBC World and BBC Prime. 


In October 2006, BBC Entertainment replaced BBC Prime in Asian markets, and went on 
to replace it in other territories during the period 2007-2009. Other channels that were 
rolled out internationally included BBC Knowledge and BBC Lifestyle, and an 
international version of CBeebies. The aim of the new launches was to simplify and 
diversify the BBC Worldwide offering in the digital age. These launches absorbed some 
channels, such as BBC Food (into BBC Lifestyle), though channels focused on a 
particular local market (such as BBC America or BBC Persian TV) continued. 


BBC World News(edit] 


On 21 April 2008, BBC World was renamed "BBC World News" and new graphics were 
produced by the Lambie-Nairn design agency, accompanied by reworked music from 
David Lowe as part of a £550,000 rebranding of the BBC's news output and visual 
identity. 


